REGIONAL
REPORTS

Burds have no respect for range maps.
Bird distribution in North America is
constantly changing, as birds expand
their ranges into new areas, disappear
from former strongholds, or alter
their patterns of migration.

Our knowledge of bird distribu-
tion is also changing constantly, as
discoveries continue to come in.
Keeping up with all these develop-
ments is a challenge for ornitholo-
gists, conservationists, and birders.

The Regional Reports, published
four times a year, contain a wealth of
information about our dynamic bird-
life. To those seeing the reports for
the first time, they might appear
difficult or technical, but they are
not; anyone with any birding experi-
ence will find the reports easy to un-
derstand. If you have hesitated to dip
into this section of the magazine, we
invite you to read the report from
your area of the continent; we predict
that the information there will alter-
nately surprise you and confirm your
1deas about birdlife in your region.
To help you get started, here are an-
swers to some questions that may
occur to first-time readers.

What kind of information is included,

and do the Regional Editors just report
everything that's reported to them?
Regional Editors do not report every
sighting of every bird. Such a list
would be huge, unwieldy, and not
very useful. Instead, they solicit re-
ports from as many observers as pos-
sible, screen the records for accuracy,
choose those that are most signi-

ficant, look for trends and patterns of
occurrence, connect scattered bits of
information, and ultimately come
up with a concise, readable summary
of the real bird news—the important
avian events and trends of the season
throughout their region.

Why are there so many abbreviations

in the text?

We abbreviate some frequently-used
words and phrases to-save space.
Most of these are easy to understand
and remember. (See the list of abbre-
viations at the end of this section.) In
addition to these standard abbrevia-
tions, some Regional Editors use
shortened versions of the names of
some birding hot spots; they list these
local abbreviations in a separate para-
graph, just after their introductory
comments and just before their main
species accounts.

What do the initials in

parentheses mean?

Most records published in each report
will be followed by initials, to indicate
the source: the person(s) who found
or reported the bird(s) mentioned.
The initials may be followed by et al.
(short for et alia, meaning “and oth-
ers”), or preceded by fide (literally, “by
the faith of —meaning that this is a
second-hand report, and the person
initialed is the one who passed it along
to the Regional Editor). A dagger (T)
before the initials means that this per-
son turned in written details on the
sighting.

There are good reasons for giving
credit to the observers
Readers may be reassured about the
accuracy of surprising sightings if
they know who the observers were;
researchers who want to know more
about a certain record may be able to
contact the observers directly.

involved.

Who are the people who send in

their sightings?

All observers are invited to send in
notes to their Regional Editors: de-
tails on rare sightings, species that
were scarcer or more numerous than

usual during the season, unusual con-
centrations on migration, and so on.
Reading the reports for your region
for a few seasons is the best way to find
out what kinds of information are de-
sired. Although the Regional Editors
cannot cite every record that they re-
ceive, every contributor helps them to
produce a more thorough and accu-
rate summary.

Why are some bird names in heavier or
blacker type?

We use boldface type to draw atten-
tion to outstanding records of rare
birds. General categories of birds that
the Regional Editors would place in
boldface would include: any species
that has been recorded fewer than 10
times previously in a given state or
province; any new breeding record
for a state or province; or any bird to-
tally outside established patterns of
seasonal occurrence. (For the most
part, records are not boldfaced unless
they are backed up with solid details
or photographs.) Birders who like to
know about rare birds (and most of
us do) can geta complete rundown of
the season’s outstanding rarities by

scanning all the Regional Reports for
those boldfaced birds.

What are the boxes marked “S.A.” ?
“S.A.” stands for “Special Attention”
(and, by coincidence, is pronounced
“essay”). The purpose of the boxed
essays is to draw attention to parti-
cularly noteworthy phenomena or
trends.

Likely topics for essays include new
population trends or new patterns of
bird distribution, unusual invasions or
migration events, field research pro-
jects that have yielded new data,
specific conservation problems that
have an impact on birdlife, or detailed
discussion of some outstanding (or
perplexing) rare bird record. Experi-
enced readers of American Birds make
it a point to flip through all the Re-.
gional Reports and read all the S.As,
even in regions where they do not read
the rest of the text.
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