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FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 

VERY MARCH FOR THE 
last six years I have wait- 

ed and watched in awe in the 

blinds of Audubon's Rowe 

Sanctuary to see the specta- 
cle of hundreds of thousands 

of Sandhill Cranes, flying in 
at dusk and leaving at sunrise. 

Last August I saw where 
many of these Sandhill Cranes 
nest along the Arctic coast of 
Russia. I traveled with Eski- 

mo and Chukchi marine 

mammal hunters for eight 
days in open whale boats 
along the Russian coast of 
the Bering Strait. 

We were in a treeless land- 

scape of bare stone desert, 
alpine tundra, wet lowlands, 
coastal lagoons, rocky head- 
lands and long sandy beach- 
es. The unmistakable call of 

cranes reverberated over the 

prehistoric Eskimo and Chu- 
kchi villages--sites dating 
back 5000 years, now aban- 
doned but priceless in their 
archaeological treasures. 

Known as Beringia, it's a 
fragile region rich in the 
shared cultural heritage of its 
native peoples and rich in 
bird life. Audubon is work- 

ing hard to have a large part 
of this Arctic region linking 
Alaska and Chukotka Pen- 

insula designated as the 
Beringian Heritage Interna- 

tional Park, bringing into re- 
ality a pledge by presidents 
Bush and Gorbachev made 

in June, 1990. 
According to some, ma- 

rine bird populations in 
Beringia are larger and more 
diverse than any similar re- 
gion in the Northern Hemi- 
sphere. Estimations run to 
100 million birds on the 

Alaska side of Beringia and 
millions more on the Rus- 

sian side. The wetlands at- 

tract countless breeding wa- 
terfowl. More than 200 

kinds of birds return to this 

region each summer. 
You can find threatened 

Arctic Peregrine Falcons, 
stately Emperor Geese, Less- 
er Snow Geese from Califor- 

nia, Bluethroats and Arctic 
Warblers, a million King Ei- 
ders, and Pacific seabirds ga- 
lore on the islands and head- 

land remnants of the land 

bridge. And, of course, there 
are Sandhill Cranes. 

Today, the region, rich in 
natural resources--minerals, 

perhaps oil, marine mam- 
mals, fish-•is in jeopardy. 

Tourists present a great 
opportunity but also a con- 
siderable danger if they are 
allowed to roam freely over 
the unprotected archaeolog- 
ical and nesting sites. 

There is an urgent need to 
provide economic help, yet 
the Russian and native peo- 
ples are desperate to grab 
whatever they can as quickly 
as they can, leaving them- 
selves open to serious ex- 

ploitation. 
And, of course, the fish- 

ing interests, the oil compa- 
nies, the mining and timber 
companies, and even the 
tourism promotion compa- 
nies, see the international 

park as a threat to their abili- 
ty to do business freely. 

In February I traveled to 
the Russian White House in 

Moscow to lobby for the cre- 
ation of the Russian part of 
the park. The U.S. Congress 
is also considering a bill to 
complete its part of the deal 
and set up an international 
advisory commission to over- 
see its management. 

Further U.S. action de- 

pends on action first by the 
Russian parliament and Pres- 
ident Yeltsin. My visit there 
was a serious attempt to move 
Russian legislation along, 
and I believe we had some 
success. But we must work 

hard to make the interna- 

tional park a reality in 1992. 



How to identify U. EO.'s 
From a distance, they're gossamer apparitions 

rising from the marsh. 
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FROM THE 
EDITOR 
The American Birds staff began plan- 
ning "The State of Birding in Russia" in 
this issue more than one and one-half 

years ago. Since then the 
world has changed dra- 
matically. The Berlin 
Wall has disappeared, 
the Persian Gulf War 

has sunk into dim mem- 

ory, the disastrous econ- 
omy there signaled the 
breakup of the Soviet 
Union, the Warsaw Pact 
has disbanded, last Au- 

gust's abortive coup by 
hard-line Communists • 

accelerated the fragmentation of the So- 
viet Union, Gorbachev left, Yeltsin took 

over, and privatization is proceeding 
slowly. In the meantime, the question 
dominating Russian politics is the very 
definition of Russia itself. 

Every time we scheduled an issue for 
the article, another crisis began and so 
we'd delay. All the while we were talking 
to Marshal Case, National Audubon's 

senior vice president for education, 
about his youth camp program and his 
contacts in Russia in the ornithological 
and birding world. In particular we 
wanted him to help us find a superlative 
bird artist/naturalist whose work we 

could bring to light in American Birds. 
For a while it seemed as if there wasn't 

one, but we couldn't accept that. Finally 
we found Nikolai Kondakov, whose 

work we've brought from Moscow and 
present here with pride and pleasure. 
This is the very first time that any of 
Kondakov's bird sketches or paintings 
have appeared in any publication in 
North America. We feel it especially ap- 
propriate to publish a Kondakov juve- 
nile Sandhill Crane--the very species 
that Audubon's President, Peter Berle, 

talks about in his message in this issue 

and one of the species whose precious 
breeding grounds Audubon is working 
to preserve by establishing the Ber- 
ingian Heritage International Park. 

Because we're members of a global 
birding community we are delighted to 
also bring you a success story of Military 
Macaws in Guatemala by Chris Wille. 
Maybe it's going to take just this kind of 
imaginative eco-politics to restore some 
of our most endangered birds. 

Finally, as we were putting this issue 
to bed, we received word that Ameri- 

can Birds is a winner in 

the 27th Annual Society 
of Publication Designers' 
competition. This repre- 
sents the highest level of 
excellence in the field. We 

were judged the winner 
from a field of 150 re- 

cently redesigned maga- 
zine entries. The medal 

will be conferred on the 

evening of May 1, 1992. 
C Celebrate our wonderful 
good fortune with us. 

Stay tuned! --S.R. Drennan 
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ACCOMODATIONS 

BIRDING in Southeast Australia. Gipsy 
Point Lodge is an ideal place to begin your 
Australian holiday. The diversity of habi- 
tats offers excellent birding with over 100 
species likely to be seen during a relaxing 
four-day stay. Contact Alan Robertson, 
Gipsy Point Lodge, Gipsy Point, Victoria 
3891, Australia. Phone (051) 58 8205. 

BEACHFRONT beachhouse in Crystal 
Beach, Texas, near the best birdwatching 
areas to watch spring and fall migration. 5 
miles to High Island, 12 miles to Galve- 
ston and 10 miles to the Anahuac National 

Wildlife Refuge (more than 250 species of 
birds sighted during the year). Fully fur- 
nished, modern house, 1000 square feet 
plus large deck, 2 bedroom, 2 bath, central 
air, washer/dryer, sleeps 6. $490 per week. 
Call Mike at (212) 242-1549 and leave 
message. 

OFFERS 

UNIQUE! PVC downspout birdfeeders 
and feeders only squirrels can use. Detailed 
drawings, photographs, easy instructions. 
$9.95. Len Eisenzimmer, P.O. Box 30225, 

Pordand, Oregon, 97239-0225. 

NEVER MISS RARE BIRDS AGAIN! 

Complete National guide to rare bird hot- 
lines. AUDUBON, NATURE CON- 
SERVANCY SANCTUARIES, NA- 
TIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES, 

FOREST PARKS-All quick referenced by 
state! Acclaimed by birders as the number 
one birding publication of 1991. $9.95. 
FRIENDS OF NATURE, 43-C Quail 
Lane, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250. The 
ultimate vacation planner! Recently Re- 
vlsed ! Immediate delivery 

MIX BUSINESS and pleasure with a Wild 
Bird Center franchise. Earn a professional 
income running your own specialty retail 
store and helping people enjoy wild birds. 
Complete start-up package and ongoing 
support as you make a positive difference 
in your community. For information write 
George Petrides, President Wild Bird Cen- 
ters of America, Inc., 7687 MacArthur 
Blvd., Cabin John, MD 20818 or call 1- 
800-765-WILD. 

ENDANGERED SPECIES COLOR- 
FUL BLOCK PRINT NOTE SETS. 24 

variety pack $12.00. Meyer, 12775B Man- 
darin Rd., Jacksonville, FL. 32223. 

NATURAL HISTORY Rare, Old Used 
Books. Specialty Ornithology. Catalog. 
Paul WOODBURYWELD. 435 Lanning 
Road., Honeoye Falls, N.Y. 14472, (716) 
624-5178. 

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT 

AUS JENA binoculars (Germany). Expe- 
rience the ultimate in brilliance and clari- 

ty! Europe's largest manufacturer of premi- 
um quality binoculars. Consumer and 
dealer inquiries invited. Europtik, Ltd., 
Box 319-B, Dunmore, PA 18509. Phone 
(717) 347-6049. 

SCOPE/TRIPOD CARRY BAG: The 
Grebe: As reviewed in Wildbirds' Feb' 88 

and The Living Bird Quarterly, Spring' 91. 
Now with comfortable foam back. Two 

sizes: short 31" ($35.95); long 38" 
(US $38.95 ppd). Information: TENTH 
HOUSE GEAR, R.R. 1A, GOLDEN 

LAKE, ONTARIO K0J 1X0. Fax/phone: 
(613) 625-2263. 

NORTH AMERICA'S PREMIERE 

BIRDING DEALERSHIP, carrying ev- 
erything that matters: Binoculars, scopes, 
tripods, accessories. Originators of the 
consulting process. Because We Bird! Call 
(404) 350-9791. Atlanta, GA. Robert 
Mann & Associates. 

QUALITY Optics, Binoculars and Spot- 
ting Scopes. Free list and literature, Con- 
suiting. Zeiss, Lecia, Bausch & Lomb, 
Bushnell, Swarovski, Kowa, Nikon, Swift, 
Fujimon. Immediate shipping. Over 50 
years. Wentling, P.O. Box 355A Hershey, 
PA 17033 (717) 533-2468. 

TRAVEL 

BIRDING in Costa Rica. 850 species in- 
cluding: Quetzal, Black Guan, Fiery-billed 
Aracari, Scarlet Macaw, Coppery-headed 
Emerald, Yellow-billed Cotinga, Wren- 
thrush, Volcano Junco Professional birder 

guides. For tour information: T.J. Lewis, 
Costa Rica Expeditions, P.O. Box 025216 
Dept. 235, Miami FL 33102-5216. 

COSTA RICA Rainforest, 900m guided 
tours with resident birder transportation, 
S.J. to Ranch to S.J. Delicious meals, hot 
water showers, spacious rooms, and horse- 
back riding. All above included from 
$390.00/week. Rancho Naturalista, Apdo 
364-1002, San Jose, Costa Rica. Phone 
506/39-8036. 

APPALACHIAN BIRDING WEEK- 

ENDS in historic Jonesbourgh. Room, 
board, guide, airport pickup, $200 per 
person. Send $1 for 300 species list with 
occurrence dates and full details. Itinerary 
tailored to meet your wishes and target 
birds. James Brooks, 114 Malone Hollow 
Road, Jonesborough, TN 37659. (615) 
753-Y831. 

HOLLAND. Your private birdwatching 
guide for $45/day, $69 for your party of 
max 8, (excl. car/acc.) Brochure: Mr. Emile 
Dirks, Schepenlaan 31, 1503 HK Zaan- 
dam, The Netherlands, Phone 01131- 
75123227. 

.` ,••A Guide for the Blue Ridge Parkway, 
Gre al nSd• aC i YN aMfiøoUnna• ipr•;kl her• 

Marcus Simpsoo's • and Neighboring Areas 
derailed guide to the • by Marcus B. Simpson, Jr 

regioo's abundoot m Illusitofions by 
m H. Dougles Prolt, birdlife directs readers ,-- 
• 372 pp., 22 b&w to optimal birding 

localities and describes • illus., 27 mops, 
common and rare o 529.95 cloth, 

birds likely to be seen. An • 514.95 paper 

invaluable resource for 
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The best birders low THAT'S their birdsongs. So do the b, est 
composers.We thought we help 
you tune up your listening 
skills by testing you on both. No 
warm-up vocalizations necessary. 
Let the concert begin! 

1. This quintessential romantic ballet 
whose movements emulate birds and flight, 
was written by Tchaikovsky and first 
performed in Moscow in 1877. 

2. The acclaim with which this first ballet of 

Igor Stravinsky was met made him world 
famous. The fantasy is based on a legend in 
which the hero receives a magical feathen 

3. In Madame Butterfly there is a song about 
a robin but this is not the only Puccini opera 
named for a winged creature. Name the 
other, first performed in 1917. 

4. In Prokofiev's 

delightful 
symphonic fairy 
tale, Peter and 
the lY•lf, the oboe 
is used to indicate 

what birds 

squawk? 

BIRD 
&MUSICA 
ENTERTAINMENT 
10. In the early 1800s, Beethoven wrote his 
sixth symphony, known as the Pastoral 
Symphony. Name at least three birdsongs 
represented in it. 

11. Rimsky-Korsakov's fourteenth and last 
opera, based on a fairy tale by Pushkin, was 

5. Name the 

well-known 

Sergey Prokofiev 
composition 
about a 

diminutive 

dejected 
waterbird. 

6. Name the 

three-act opera 
by Stravinsky 
based on the 
Hans Christian 

Andersen tale 

about birdsong 
and an ailing 
emperor. 

?. Rossini wrote 38 operas in his lifetime 
but only one was named after a pilfering 
cotrid. What was it? 

& Named for a shorebird, this 1964 church 
parable by Benjamin Britten was based on a 
Japanese play about a woman searching for 
her son. 

9. Austrian composer Franz Joseph Haydn 
wrote at least two string quartets about 
birds. In one, the ascent of the 

violin at the beginning is meant to convey its 
namesake's song. 

never performed in his lifetime because he 
refused to temper its satire 
of the bungling autocract, Nicholas II. 
Name the opera. 

12. This Frederick Delius rhapsody, based 
on a Norwegian folk song, has been 
described as a "poem in sound." It concerns 
spring and a bird associated 
with that season. 

13. The CarnivalofAnimals, the grand 
zoological fantasy of French composer, 
Saint-Sacns, is known for its amusing use of 
the "Can-Can. • Name the most famous of 

its fourteen movements. 

14. This is a rare example of an opera 
written by two composers. Frenchman 
Jacques Ibert wrote the first and fifth acts 
and the Swiss composer, Arthur Honegger 
wrote the middle three. 

15. Eighteenth-century composer and 
cellist, Luigi Boccherini, wrote a famous 
string quartet in which a number of birds are 
imitated. The name is almost too obvious. 

16. French composer Olivier Messiaen so 
loved birdsong that he studied it in the field, 
made his own recordings, and classified 
vocalizations by region. Many of his 
compositions incorporate birdsong. Name 
six of the thirteen bird species reflected in his 
Catalogue d'Oiseaux, a work begun in 1956 
and performed for the first time in 1959. 

17. German composer and poet, Richard 
Wagner, is one of a handful of composers to 
change the course of music. Name the four 
types of birds he wrote about in an aria in his 
1868 opera, Die Meistersinger von Nurnberg. 

18. Modern French composer Albert Louis 
Wolff first 

ß conducted this 

• opera at the Met 

- '4[ '• i attheendof "" '• World War I. 
• Based on a story 

by Maetcdink, it 
revolves around 
two children's 

search for 

happiness. 

19. Charles 
Tomlinson 

Griffes first wrote 
•'-•-• • this work for 

• piano and then 
arranged it for 
orchestra. Some 

say this piece is 
one of his best. 

Named for a 

• glitzy bird, it 
premiered in 
Philadelphia in 
1919. 

20. American James Fassett composed a 
work that consists entirely of the recorded 
songs and calls of real birds. 

If you answered fbwer than 10 correctly you 
may never find your true range. lf you 
answered 10-15 correctly you begot a sharp 
ear. Sixteen or seventeen rightputs you an 
octave above the rest. Eighteen or more right 
means you •e a renaissance birder 
extraordinaire. Congratulations.t Send us your 
answers and you may wtn a prize. 
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You Won't Miss 

the Little Things 
Quality details in the design and con- 
struction of Pentax binoculars translate 

into quality viewing of details in the 
field. From compact binoculars to the 
new HG Spotting Scope, Pentax optics I 
deliver sharp, strain-free viewing 
under all conditions. 

Whether you are choosing your next 
viewing instrument, or viewing your 
next bird, you won't miss the little 
things if you pick a Pentax. 

Manufacturing and Servicing Fine 
Binoculars ß Monoculars ß 
Cameras ß Lenses ß Video 

35 Inverness Drive East 

Englewood, CO 80112 
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Seen through the brilliant ey f Leic. •' ag 
is as real as the bird itself. Birds you've seen a hundred times 

come alive as never before and rarely-viewed species are 

accurately distinguished. Field marks stand out, feather edges 

are sharply defined, colors are clean, true and dependable, 

especially at dawn or dusk. 

Leica binoculars are enticingly perfect to the smallest 

details. The new generation full size "ULTRA" series is close 

focused, waterproof and ingeniously designed. Leica com- 

pacts are powerful and versatile complements to our larger 

models, with all the essential quafity characteristics less 

the size and weight. Lifetime warranty and exclusive 3 year 

"No-Fault" Passport Protection Plan. 

Distinguish the difference Leica binoculars make./ 
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"Best Of What's New" In Science & Technology 

t 

THE FREEDOM TO SEE 

FOR INFORMATION OR FULL COLOR BROCHURES CALL (800) 222-0118 ß IN NJ (201) 767-7500 ß IN CANADA (416) 940-9262 

EEIC A 
10x42 BA 


