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. . . from the editor’s desk

his was the year that Mother Nature decided to step out

of the shadows and take revenge.

Hot weather and smog alerts were consuming topics of
conversation. Drought across America caused the landscape
to take on the appearance of a piece of unglazed brown
pottery. Chlorofluorocarbon pollution continued to blast
the now-famous gaping hole in the ozone layer over Ant-
arctica. There is still no relief in sight from floods that put
Bangladesh under 10 feet of water. Hurricane Gilbert tore
through Jamaica with winds of up to 200 mph. Locusts
plagued African agriculture. Wind-driven forest fires trans-
formed millions of acres of trees into charred, smoldering
stumps.

An earthquake entombed thousands of people high in
the Caucasus Mountains of Armenia. Landfills overflowed.
The “‘throwaway™" culture caused old Mom Nature to vomit
up excess medical refuse on beaches along the eastern sea-
board. Acid rain pollution from the Midwest continued to
compound problems in eastern forests and lakes.

Staggering amounts of man-made pollution continued
to cause the formation of a dangerous global hothouse, the
infamous *‘greenhouse effect.”

For the eighth consecutive year, Congress failed to pass
new clean air legislation. Global climatic conditions are
destined to worsen in the coming years. Many now recog-
nize that global warming is the overarching environmental
problem. The dreadful consequences from rising tides threat-
ening coastal communities to baked, parched farmlands
will steadily worsen as long as government refuses to act.
“Everybody talks about the weather, but nobody does any-
thing about it.”" Politicians recognize the dangers of the
disease, but quake at the cure. Reversing the **greenhouse
effect” calls for a profound reordering of industrial soci-
ety. This is a problem too big, too complex, and too deep
to simply blame political cowardice and corporate greed.
Before the political system can be expected to respond se-
riously and responsibly to the global warming crisis, con-
sumers must become fully aware of the dangers and be
committed to attacking the problem with intelligence and
resolve.

Make 1989 the year you learn évery side of the global
warming problem. Make it a year in which you write your
congresspeople expressing your views and offering solu-
tions. Urge them to vote for legislation that will promote
clean air.

The birding community is filled with bright go-getters.
Go get 'em on this issue. The future of birds and birders
depends on its happy resolution.

A wish for a successful New Year to all of our loyal
readers.

Cheers,

S.R.D.



Hello! I'm Kenn Kaufman,

assoctate editor of American
Birds. Turn to page 1346 to
find out how you can help
Susan and me make this the
most successful Birdathon

CVCI.




Hello! I'm Joe Siphron. Turn
to page 1346 to find out how
you can help Susan, Kenn
and me make this the most
successful Birdathon e
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Hello! I'm Sandy Sprunt.
Turn to page 1346 to find out
how you can help Susan,
Kenn, Joe and me make this
the most successful Birdathon

CVCI.
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Be an Advocate for Avocets

Photo: Ken W. Gardiner.

Avocets, like most shorebirds, need wetlands. And wetlands are disappearing fast. We'’re
losing 450,000 acres of wetland habitat each year to development and agriculture. But
Audubon Activists in every flyway are fighting to save wetlands—and winning!

Stand up for shorebirds! Join the Audubon Activist Network.

We’ll provide you with the most powerful tool to help you change things for the better—
the Audubon Activist. A one-year subscription is only $9. You'll get six issues of
Audubon Activist, National Audubon Society’s environmental newsjournal, plus, you'll
be on the list to receive Action Alerts, one-page notices from Audubon’s Washington,
D.C., office, when we really need you to help.

It’s easy to be part of this high-flying team. All you have to do is clip the coupon and send it
with your name and address to Audubon Activist, National Audubon Society, 950 Third
Ave., New York, N.Y. 10022,

[ Yes, I want to have a say in conservation issues that affect me.
Send me six issues of the Audubon Activist. My 89 check is enclosed.

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Drawing: Charles W. Schwartz.




BIRDATHON /89

AMERICAN BIRDS' only annual fund-raising event

needs your support!




On May 2, our super-birding team
will take to the field in Arizona.
They'll scour the area around Tucson
to find as many bird species as
possible in 24 hours.

Pledge as much as you can per
species in support of American Birds.
Your pledge will be multiplied times
the number of species seen to
determine your donation.

Your Team

This year’s group of intrepid birders
includes: editor of American Birds
Susan Roney Drennan, associate
editor of American Birds Kenn
Kaufman, National Audubon Society |
Vice President and Director of
Research Sandy Sprunt, NAS board
members Joe Siphron and Bart Req,
and special friends of American Birds
Steve Russell and Liz Reo.

Bonus Prize

Last year, our team found 118
species; two years ago they found
153. How many will they find this
year? Guess the correct number of
species and win an American Birds
thermos.

orrenicaer irda

BIRDATHON /89

Wed,/l want to help support AMERICAN BIRDS. Here's my pledge per species:

1 $3.00 J $2.00 ] $1.00
d75¢ O 50¢ 0 25¢

- other
Name Phone ()
Address
City State Zip
| guess that the AMERICAN BIRDS team will find _____ species.

if I'm right, you'll send me an AMERICAN BIRDS thermos, FREE.

Send no money, invoices will be sent out immediately after Birdathon/89.
Pledge must be postmarked by May 1, 1989 to qualify for thermos.



BIRD FEEDERS

AMERICA’'S FINEST SQUIRREL/
STARLING-PROOF FEEDERS; DIALA-
BIRD NEST HOMES. Free Catalog. KO-
PECKY, 1220-S Ridge Road, Hypoluxo,
FL 33462.

BOOKS

BIRD BOOKS. Send $2.00 to be on our
catalog mailing list. BUTEO BOOKS, PO
Box 481, Vermillion, SD 57069.

BIRD & PLANT BOOKS. Foreign Field
Guides. Telephone inquiries wel-
comed — 207-336-2969. Or send for
quarterly catalogue. PATRICIA LED-
LIE — BOOKSELLER, One Bean Rd.,
PO Box 90AB, Buckfield, ME 04220.

FLORA & FAUNA BOOKSHOP—RUhi-
noceros Auklets within two blocks of our
store in Seattle! Large selection of new,
used and rare natural history and hor-
ticulture books, including birds, mam-
mals, reptiles, botany, ecology, marine
life, nature art and field guides on every
topic. Free bird catalogue available. Open
Monday—Saturday, 10am-5pm PST,
121 First Ave. South, Seattle, WA 98104.
(206) 623-4727, phone orders wel-
comed. Visa and Mastercard accepted.

FREE CATALOG OF BOOKS FOR
BIRDERS. Hard-to-find classics by Au-
dubon, Phillips, others, Bent Life History
series, Borror bird song cassettes, bird
identification posters, much more. Write
DOVER PUBLICATIONS, Dept. A280,
31 E. 2nd St., Mineola, NY 11501.

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT

OPTICS HEADQUARTERS FOR BIRD-
ERS SINCE 1960. Offering selection ad-
vice, postpaid 24 hour shipping, deep
discounts on 10 most popular brands.
Plus: six tripods, special cases, shoulder
and window mounts, harnesses, tripod
and camera adapters, and more. Liter-
ature and prices on request. BIRDING,
P.O. Box 5E, Amsterdam, N.Y. 12010.

1354

|
Market Place Rates: $1.15/word for one
insertion; 90¢/word for 2-4 insertions;
60¢/word for 5 insertions. Send payment
with copy. Copy deadilines: Winter issue:
QOctober 15; Spring issue: March 1;
Summer issue: May 1; Fall issue: July
15; CBC issue: August 1. Send to:
AMERICAN BIRDS, Market Place, 950
Third Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022.

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT

BINOCULAR SALES AND SERVICE.
Repairing binoculars since 1923. Align-
ment performed on our U.S. Navy col-
limator. Free catalogue and our article
“Know Your Binoculars,” published in
Audubon Magazine. MIRAKEL OPTICAL
CO., INC., 331 Mansion St., West
Coxsackie, NY 12192 (518) 731-2610.

B & L, QUESTAR, MEADE, LEITZ,
SWAROQVSKI, ZEISS, etc. We field test
all optics available to us. Results are
yours for a call. Trade-ins, low prices,
full service. Ask for a consultant. ROB-
ERT MANNS & ASSOCIATES, 877
Glenbrook Dr., Atlanta, GA 30318 (404)
352-3679.

STAMPS

BIRDS, FLOWERS, ANIMALS on post-
age stamps from many countries. 50 diff.
$1.00. All three $2.65. GEORGE FORD,
P.O. Box 5203-A, Gulfport, FL 33737.

TOURS

BIRDING IN COSTA RICA. 850 species
including: Quetzal, Black Guan, Fiery-
billed Aracari, Scarlet Macaw, Coppery-
headed Emerald, Yellow-billed Cotinga,
Wrenthrush, Volcano Junco. Profes-
sional birder guides. For tour information:
T. J. Lewis, COSTA RICA EXPEDI-
TIONS, P.O. Box 6941, San Jose, Costa
Rica, Central America. Ph: 22-0333,
Telex: 2917 CREAR.

BIRDING AUSTRALASIA WITH ALAN
MCBRIDE. Let us plan your Australasian
tour. What YOU want, when YOU want
it. Schedule Australia into your 10C tour
to New Zealand, 26 days can produce
over 400 species. Pelagic trips a spe-
cialty. Write with your requirements,
Diomedea Pty., Ltd., Box 190, Cremome
Junction, N.S.W. 2090, Australia.

AUSTRALIA.

Monarch Birding and Wildlife Tours

The Tour of a lifetime
with the Australian
team who Know
Australia.

luneraries tailored for groups
or the independent traveler.
For brochure and departures
or for self-exploration tours
TOLLFREE

CA (800) 232-2121

US (800) 423-2880

Dept. AM, PO Box 890

Belconnen A.C.T. 2616
Australia

TROPICAL AUSTRALIA. Start your hol-
iday in the rainforest at Cassowary
House near Cairns. Expert guiding in a
variety of habitats. Birding at its best!
John and Rita Squire, Cassowary Tours,
Kuranda 4872, Australia.

Research works.

WEREFIGHTING FOR  American Heart
YOUR LIFE

Association
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