
BIRDERS' BOOKSHELF 

The Distribution of the Birds of Cali- 
fornia 

Joseph Grinnell and Allen H. Miller, 
1944. Reprinted (1986) by Artemisia 
Press, P.O. Box 119, Lee Vining, CA 
93541. Hardbound $25.00, Paperback 
$18.00 includes shipping and handling 
(California residents add 6% sales tax). 

N 1944 THE COOPER ORNITHOLOGI- cal society published the classic 
work, The Distribution of the Birds 

of California, by Joseph Grinnell and 
Alden H. Miller. Commonly known as 
"Grinnell and Miller," this book was, 
for many years, out-of-print, hard to 
find, and expensive to buy if located 
ß . . until now! In 1986, Grinnell and 
Miller was reprinted by Artemisia Press 
and is available at a price far below what 
one must presently pay for the first edi- 
tion. 

The question most likely asked by 
birders unfamiliar with this book is 

whether it is worth purchasing given 
that it was published over four decades 
ago. The answer is yes!! This book has 
yet to be equalled in its thorough treat- 
ment of the geographic distribution of 
the state's subspecies. The identification 
of these subspecies is not discussed, but 
the detailed accounts of their geographic 
range in the state, accompanied by ex- 
cellent breeding range maps, are un- 

" a 'benchmark' for 

documenting the 
profound changes which 

have occurred in the 
status and distribution of 

many avian species in the 
state " 

surpassed. The habitat accounts for 
most species are detailed and excellentß 
And while there have been major 
changes in the taxonomy and nomen- 
clature of many of the species since, a 
new appendix in this high-quaiity re- 
print summarizes the differences in no- 
menclature between that found in 
Grinnell and Miller with that of the 

1983 A.O.U. Check-list of North Amer- 
ican Birds (6th Edition). Additionally, 
the thorough spedes accounts have 
acted as a "benchmark" for document- 

ing the profound changes which have 
occurred in the status and distribution 

of many avian species in the state due, 
in part, not only to massive habitat al- 
teration and loss, but also to the very 
significant increase in the number of 
observers afield. This great upsurge in 
the number of birders during the 1960s, 
1970s, and 1980s has also been char- 
acterized by a change of emphasis in 
the type of fieldwork carried out from 
that done in the era of Grinnell and 
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Miller. Since 1944, well over 100 species 
have been added to the California list 

"This book has yet to be 
equalled " 

(Grinnell and Miller list only 427 spe- 
cies, but do include 644 species and 
subspecies!), and much more accurate 
and complete information on the status 
of migrant and wintering species, in- 
cluding vagrants, in the state has re- 
cently been attained. If you are inter- 
ested in information on the occurrence 

of vagrant species, unseasonal records, 
and in early arrival/late departure dates, 
this is not the book for you. However, 
if one is interested in the occurrence and 

distribution of the state's subspecies in 
an historical context, then Grinnell and 
Miller's The Distribution of the Birds of 
California is unequalled. P.L. 

We thank Paul Lehman for his careful 

reading and thoughtful book review. 

MEXICO 
[] 

[• 

[] • Naturalists seeking unparalleled outdoor opportunity need only 
[] [] travel to the rna•estic Sangre de Cristo mountains and Verrne•o 
[] Park Ranch. Paved access and a choice of 2 comfortable, full- 
[] service lodges give guests exclusive admittance to: 
[] 

[] ß 400,000 privately-owned. uncrowded acres 
[] 

[] ß 6 distinct life zones spanning 6,000' to 
[] 13,000' elevations 

[] ß Over 150 identified bird species (and still counting) 
[] ß Abundant wild flowers and highly visible elk, deer, 
[] bison, and antelope 
[] ß 24 lakes and 25 miles of trout-filled streams 

[] ß Guided horseback rides 

• Come to the "Land of Enchantment" and enjoy nature 
[] as it should be at: 

[] vermejo Park Ranch 
[] P.O. Drawer E. Dept. A/B 
[] Raton, New Mexico 87740 
[] (505) 445-3097 [] *Just about halfway between Texas and Arizona 

Books for Birders 
THE ATLAS OF BREEDING BIRDS 

IN NEW YORK STATE 

Edited by ROBERT F. ANDRLE and JANET R. CARROLL. 
This easy-to-use, generously illustrated, reference gives in- 
stant information about 238 birds native to New York State. 

Eight supplementary acetate map overlays showing eco- 
zones, elevations, mean temperatures, precipitation, poten- 
tial forest type and forest cover, river systems, and Federal 
and state wildlife areas and counties may be purchased sepa- 
rately. 250 maps, 242 illustrations, 3 tables. $29.95. Map 
overlays $9.95. Available in June 

THE WORLD OF NORTHERN EVERGREENS 

By E. C. PIELOU. Noted ecologist E. C. Pielou introduces 
birders and other nature lovers to the flora and fauna of 

northern evergreen forests. 140 linedrawings. $10.95 paper; 
$36.50 cloth. Available in May 

Ibis Books, Now Available from Cornell 
LIFE OF THE WOODPECKER 

By ALEXANDER F. SKUTCH. Illustrated by DANA GARD- 
NER. In this lavishly illustrated volume, an eminent ornitholo- 
gist affords us an intimate view of this unusual species. 62 
color illustrations, 2 maps. $49.95 

A BIRDER'S GUIDE TO JAPAN 

By JANE WASHBURN ROBINSON. Designed to help travel- 
ers find their way to Japan's best birding areas, this book offers 
travel information, tips on adapting to Japanese culture, and 
detailed site guides. 57 maps. $14.95 paper 
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