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. from the editor’s desk

ur warmest congratulations to Chandler S. Robbins, who, at the 52nd Departmental

Honor Award Convocation of the United States Department of the Interior, Sep-
tember 30, 1987, in Washington, D.C., was a recipient of a coveted Honor Award,
presented by the Secretary of the Interior, for his years of invaluable and productive
service with the U.S. Government. Our sincerest congratulations, Chan. No one deserves
it more than you.

The fact that humanity can have a deleterious impact on the Earth is, in itself,
nothing new. The ancient Greeks, in response to expanded populations, progressively
destroyed their forests to satisfy needs for lumber, firewood, and charcoal; the Romans,
like the Christians who followed them, with their possessive view of the Earth, deforested
the hills of Galilee under the Roman agricultural system; Europeans of the Middle
Ages paid no attention to the erosion of soils, and they pushed their own resources
toward exhaustion.

In America, we have an exploitative “there’s always a new frontier ™ attitude, typical
of Western societies. Destruction of our own old-growth forests follows in the tradition
of very little concern for the diverse aspects and needs of the environment. Modern
environmentalists have designated the Spotted Owl as an “indicator species” of the
well-being of its environs. That is to say, its population growth or decline is used to
assess the health of old-growth forests in the Pacific Northwest. The northern Spotted
Owl is a secretive, nocturnal bird that lives deep in the forest of western Washington
and Oregon. The old-growth forests are ecologically rich, diverse stands in which the
trees, mostly Douglas-firs, are more than 250 years old, and a good many feet in
diameter. This owl lives almost exclusively in such forests.

We hope that all AMERICAN BIRDS readers will read this issue’s International
Council for Bird Preservation column, written by David Wilcove, and once suitably
versed in the preservationists’ view of the old-growth forest issue, will write letters
supportive of the National Audubon Society position on the Spotted Owl question to:
Regional Forester, Pacific Northwest Region, U.S.D.A. Forest Service, 319 SW Pine,
P.O. Box 3623, Portland, Oregon 97208. Be sure to send copies of your letters to your
senators and congressmen and other elected officials who are already hearing from
opponents of old-growth protection.

In resource-dependent states like Oregon and Washington, land management has
become a political football, and old-growth is a hot issue. Industry has represented the
resource issue as one of birds vs jobs, and has mounted massive media campaigns on
this theme. The issue is not simple, and the threat posed by logging to old-growth
forests is less black-and-white than conservationists might wish. The ethics of industry
and the preservationist press from opposite directions, yet the fundamentally wrong
public land management position demonstrates entirely too little commitment to the
benefits of wilderness. Old-growth advocates must show a firm commitment to the
natural heritage of these indescribably beautiful forests. The sale of a few board feet
of timber cannot possibly justify the harvest of these old-growth stands. At the current
harvesting rates, no old-growth forests will remain in fifty years, and with the disap-
pearance of those comes the inevitable extinction of the Spotted Owl. It is true that
the debate is bitter; the magnitude of the uproar is a measure of the positive value of
wilderness in America. One thing is clear: it is impossible to have one’s old-growth
forest, and timber it too. Birders cannot afford to stand aside and watch the fray from
an objective distance. Get into it! Express yourself! Speak up for the 100-plus species
that will be disastrously affected if our old-growth forests in the Pacific Northwest are
eliminated.

Both the front and back covers of our Spring 1987 issue (Volume 41, Number 1)
featured photographs of the Diademed Sandpiper-Plover (Phegornis mitchellii) and,
in my editorial, I stated that these were the first color photographs of the bird to appear
in print. Shortly after publication, first Davis W. Finch, then Bret Whitney, and then
H. Nuijen brought to my attention the fact that, fifteen years ago, color photographs
of a lesser quality than Ridgely’s did appear in the 1972 publication Supplement to
the Birds of Chile and adjacent Regions of Argentina, Bolivia and Peru by A. W.
Johnson. We apologize for this error, and refer our readers to the corrigendum published
in this issue. We thank Finch, Whitney, and Nuijen for notifying us of this error.

The Christmas season is quickly approaching, and we ask all of our readers intending
to participate in Christmas Bird Counts this year to read page 509.

The 1988 AMERICAN BIRDS Birdathon will be held on April 6, 1988, in South
Florida. We want all readers to have sufficient advance notice of this event, which we
will be formally announcing in our Winter issue, so that they will be rounding up
sponsors for AMERICAN BIRDS, thereby increasing their chances to win a free birding
trip to the Falkland Islands in 1988, and to increase their chances to win any one of
many prizes we will be offering this year.

Stay tuned!!
—SRD



1987-1988 Christmas Bird Count Information

The dates for the 1987-1988 Christmas Bird Count are December 17,
1987, through January 3, 1988, inclusive. This year, we invite all of those
interested in participating in one or more Christmas Bird Counts to do so
irrespective of the degree of birding expertise they might have. If prospective
participants are unsure of the Christmas Bird Count circles located closest
to their homes, please call or write the AMERICAN BIRDS offices, 950
Third Avenue, New York, New York 10022, ATTN: CBC Editor; phone:
(212) 546-9193. We will do our best to supply you with information before
the Christmas Bird Count period begins.

This year, as in other years, every field observer who participates in a
Christmas Bird Count will be obligated to pay a fee. This fee is used to help
defray the expenses incurred in administrating and publishing the Christmas
Bird Count issue. The participant fee schedule for the 1987-1988 Christmas
Bird Count is:

e $4.00 per participant for the first count in which one is a field observer,
e $3.50 for the second count in which one participates, and,
e $3.00 each additional count in which one serves as a field observer.

This means, for example, if you participate on only one count, you will
pay $4.00 to the compiler of that count. If you participate in two counts,
your total participation fees will amount to $7.50, four dollars of which is
paid to the compiler of the first count, and $3.50 of which is paid to the
compiler of the second count. If, however, you take part in, for instance, four
counts, your total participation fee will be $13.50, $4.00 of which will be
paid to the compiler of the first count, $3.50 to the compiler of the second
count, and $3.00 each to the compilers of the third and fourth counts.

Every field observer on every count is obligated to pay this participation
fee. Every compiler of every count is obligated to collect these fees.

We thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Good Birding on this year’s Christmas Bird Count!
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Help Audubon Save Birdlife

Read about our priority projects—
then send apcheck tol:la;!

OLD GROWTH FOREST
- AND THE SPOTTED OWL

National Audubon leads the struggle
to save the Spotted Owl.

By preserving ancient growth forests
of the pacific northwest, Auduboners
work to keep the owls from diminishing
in number.

Your gilt sends a message to Congress
to stop the destruction of ancient eco-
systems by cutting funds for forest ser-
vice logging.

Habitat for a hall-million Sandhill
Cranes and one-third of America’s
Mallards and Pintails would be risked by
seven water projects on the Plarte River.

Already endangered, wintering Bald
Eagles, nesting Piping Plovers and mi-
grating Whooping Cranes could suller
too.

We're not about to let this
habitat, or these species, dis- ¢
appear. The Platte must be 488
saved, but we need your [ :
financial support to do it.

BIRDLIFE AND
WILDLIFE IN ALASKA

Snow Geese, Peregrine
Falcons, Snowy Owls and
Gyrfalcons could be jeopar-
dized if plans for oil drilling
on the Alaskan coastal plain
are implemented.

Photo A Cruickshank/VIREQ ¢02 4 202a

Other wildlife could be alfected too—
Polar and Grizzly bears, Musk Oxen,
Wolves and Wolverines.

Don't let America’s last frontier—and
its wildlife—be destroyed. Send a
contribution to help save the
unique beauty of Alaska.

Water birds like the Com-
mon Loon have lost up to half
their food supply in certain states.
And studies show that loon chicks
have an especially rough time
surviving in acidified
lakes.

[m———————————

Audubon’s Chapter-driven ACID
RAIN MONITORING NETWORK and
other citizen actions aim to reduce
the pollutants that cause this “silent

menace.”

YOU CAN HELP

Acid rain, the Spotted Owl,
the Platte River, Alaska —
National Audubon is in the
front lines in all these bat-
tles to save wild places

and wild birds.

Please join Audubon’s
fight to protect
America’s wild places
and wild creatures.

Complete the coupon below,
and send it today—with
your contribution of $100,
$50 or $25.

¢,

National Audubon Society
Annual Giving Department
950 Third Avenue

New York, NY 10022

Iwant to help National
YES' Audubon save habitat
o and birdlife.

My check is enclosed:

(Js100 [F$50 [1A9$25

I
I City -~ State

N
©
—

| Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent ||
1 provided by law.
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ACCOMMODATIONS

SHORECREST ' LODGE — GRAND
MANAN. A charming country inn run by
and for naturalists on an island blessed
with an abundance of birds, whales and
wildflowers. Contact: SHORECREST,
North Head, New Brunswick, EOG 2MO,
Canada; (506) 662-3216.

BIRD FEEDERS

BACKYARD BIRDWATCHING SUP-
PLIES. Feeders, houses, books, spe-
cialty feeds and accessories. For catalog
send $1.00, refundable with first order,
to: THE BARN OWL, Dept. AB, 2509
Lakeshore Dr., Fennville, Ml 49408.

AMERICA'S FINEST SQUIRREL/
STARLING-PROOF DIALABIRD FEED-
ERS, HOMES. Free Catalog. KOPECKY,
1220-S Ridge Road, Hypoluxo, FL
33462.

Market Place

|
Market Place Rates: $1.15/word for one
insertion; 90¢/word for 2-4 insertions;
60¢/word for 5 insertions. Send payment
with copy. Copy deadlines: Winter issue:
October 31; Spring issue: February 20;
Summer issue: May 1. Send to: AMER-
ICAN BIRDS, Market Place, 950 Third
Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022.

BOOKS

NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS — Old,
and Rare, and New. $2.00 for quarterly
catalogue. PATRICIA LEDLIE —
BOOKSELLER, Box 90A, Buckfield, ME
04220 (207) 336-2969.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE BIRDS OF
CALIFORNIA—Grinnell and Miller’s in-
dispensable 615-page classic. Hard-
bound $25, paper $18. ARTEMISIA
PRESS, P.O. Box 119C, Lee Vining, CA
93541.

BOOKS

BOOKS on Birds and Natural History
subjects, new and out-of-print. Catalog
$1.50. PETERSEN BOOK CO., Box 966,
Davenport, 1A 52805.

BIRD BOOKS. Send $2.00 to be on our
catalog mailing list. BUTEO BOOKS, PO
Box 481, Vermillion, SD 57069.

NATURE BOOKS DISCOUNTED! For
price list send SASE. DOUG KIBBE, Box
34, Maryland, NY 12116,

NATURAL HISTORY: including hun-
dreds of scarce and out-of-print bird
books, journals and pamphlets. Send
$2.00 for catalog and addition to mailing
hst. HWK BOOKS, 540 W. 114th St.,
New York, NY 10025.

PEACOCK BOOKS, Box 2024, Littleton,
MA 01460 sells out-of-print bird books,
both popular and technical. Send $2.00
for your first catalogue.

NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS (ALSO
PRINTS) BOUGHT AND SOLD. Fine il-
lustrated in the main; antiquarian and
later; rare, scarce, out-of-print and new.
Free catalogue from GREYFRIARS,

NATURAL HISTORY AND SCIENCE
BOOKS—out of print and rare. Free
catalogs and search service. AMAR-
ANTH BOOKS, PO Box 527, lowa City,
IA 52240.

FEEDERS

FEED BIRDS, NOT SQUIRRELS. Our
birdfeeder is 100% squirrelproof! Mon-
eyback guarantee, free brochure.
Courtyard-AB, 21W120 Irving Park,
Itasca, lllinois 60143.

OREGON SUET BLOCK

Thoroughly field tested, suitable for year round use

Made of rendered suet and dried insects the
OREGON SUET BLOCK provides the insect
nutrients that are particularly difficult for the

birds to find during the winter months.

3100z. OREGON SUET BLOCK $14,50 ppd.
The best suet feed available.

5ib. OREGONSUET BLOCK $24.95 ppd-
Slice your own and save!

COCKERUM OREGON INSECTS
ATillamook, OR 97141-0714

MISCELLANEOUS

“I'D RATHER BE BIRDING"” bumper
sticker. Attractive, durable vinyl. Great
giftidea. $1.50. BIRD LIFE, 2445 Vicente
St., #AB, San Francisco, CA 94116

DISCOVER THE CONVENIENCE OF A
BIRDING VEST. Send for free brochure
to BIRDERS’ BUDDY, 330 South Ash
Lane, Dept. AB, Flagstaff, AZ 86004

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT

LEITZ, ZEISS, B&L, BUSHNELL, STEI-
NER, SWIFT, NIKON, OPTOLYTH, CE-
LESTRON optics and accessories. Write
for discount list. Specify literature de-
sired. Large stock. Orders filled day re-
ceived. Postpaid. BIRDING, Box 5-E,
Amsterdam, NY 12010.-

BINOCULAR SALES AND SERVICE
Repairing binoculars since 1923. Align-
ment performed on our U.S. Navy col-
limator. Free catalogue and our article
“Know Your Binoculars,” published in
Audubon Magazine. MIRAKEL OPTICAL
CO., INC., 331 Mansion St., West
Coxsackie, NY 12192 (518) 731-2610

B & L, QUESTAR, MEADE, LEITZ,
SWAROQVSKI, ZEISS, etc. We field test
all optics available to us. Results are
yours for a call. Trade-ins, low prices,
full service. Ask for a consultant. ROB-
ERT MANNS & ASSOCIATES, 877
Glenbrook Dr., Atlanta, GA 30318 (404)
352-3679.

aus JENA BINOCULARS (GER-
MANY)—Experience the ultimate In
BRILLIANCE and CLARITY! Europe’s
largest manufacturer of Premium Quality
Binoculars. Consumer and dealer inqui-
ries invited. EUROPTIK, LTD, Box 319-
B, Dunmore, PA 18509 (717) 347-6049

BINOCULARS, SPOTTING SCOPES
B&L, BUSHNELL, SWIFT, LEUPOLD,
ZEISS. Free List. Experienced Consul-
tant. Low Prices. WENTLING'S, Box
355, Hershey, PA 17033. (717) 533-
2468.

SWAROVSKI, AUS JENA, ZEISS, B&L,
STEINER, BUSHNELL, SWIFT, FUJI-
NON, optics and accessories. Low
prices. Free catalog or quote. OPTICAL
ADVANTAGE, Box 32791-E, Pikesville,
MD 21208 (301) 653-3306.

Dunwich, Suffolk IP17 3DW England.
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OPTICAL EQUIPMENT

TOURS

TOURS

THE “HIGH-LITE"™ BINOCULAR SUPPORT
SYSTEM: 10x50 QUALITY BINOCULARS AND
A PERSONAL SUPPORT DEVICE FOI
FATIGUE-FREE, CLEAR, STEADY IMAGES.

ANY BINOCULAR

CAN HELP YOU FIND
YOUR SUBIECT. THE
“HIGH-LITE”™ SYSTEM
GIVES YOU STEADY
NONJITTERING VIEWS
FOR EXTENDED STUDY
OF FINE DETAILING,
SUBTLE COLORATION
AND BEHAVIOR.

FOR ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE, CALL OR
WRITE: CELESTIAL INNOVATIONS,
HCR BOX 3228, DEPT. B, ORACLE, AZ 85623
(602) 8969109 (Patented)

RENTALS

BLOCK ISLAND SUMMER AND FALL

MIGRATION—1820 Farmhouse on
2 1/2 acres overlooking Atlantic and Old
Harbor; garden; private beach access;
fully equipped; every amenity; perfect
condition beautifully furnished: , Ameri-
cana, antiques and quilts. Sleeps 8-12
very comfortably, 2 1/2 tile baths, out-
door shower; bams and outbuildings. No
smokers or pets; smaller groups pre-
ferred. (203) 789-0488 evenings and
weekends.

TOBAGO, RENT PRIVATE BEACH
COTTAGES. Snorkeling, swimming,
fishing, scuba. Bird watcher’s paradise.
Scores of exotic species. Brochure.
Charles F. Turpin, Charlotteville, Tobago,
West Indies.

STAMPS

BIRDS, FLOWERS, ANIMALS on post-
age stamps from many countries. 50 diff.
$1.00. All three $2.65. GEORGE FORD,
P.O. Box 5203-A, Gulfport, FL 33737.

BIRDING SCANDANAVIA 19887 Please
write: Oddvin Lund, Gamlev 119, 2040
Kioefta, Norway.

Peaceful, beautiful COSTA RICA—For
the economy-minded wanting comfort,
cleanliness, good food, fun, professional
guides resident in Costa Rica: 10 to 14
days, varied itineraries, with birding hot
spots not offered before; 12 tours Nov.—
June: 9 birding, two horticultural, one
culture/natural history. $1345 to $1775
all-inclusive from Miami. WOODSTAR
TOURS, INC., 908 S. Massachusetts
Ave., DelLand, FL 32724. (904) 736-
0327.

BIRDING IN COSTA RICA. 850 species
including: Quetzal, Black Guan, Fiery-

- billed Aracari, Scarlet Macaw, Coppery-

headed Emerald, Yellow-billed Cotinga,
Wrenthrush, Volcano Junco. Profes-
sional birder guides. For tour information:
T. J. Lewis, COSTA RICA EXPEDI-
TIONS, P.O. Box 6941, San Jose, Costa
Rica, Central America. Ph: 22-0333,
Telex: 2917 CREAR.

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO—ASA WRIGHT
NATURE CENTRE & LODGE Bearded
Bellbirds, Scarlet Ibis, Oilbirds and
hundreds more! The classic tropical
birding experience. 7 to 13 day tours
with expert guides, from $495. Individual
and group rates also available. Special
Christmas Bird Count Tour and Summer
Seminar programs also offered, exclu-
sively by CALIGO VENTURES, INC. 387
Main Street, Armonk, NY 10504 Toll Free
800-426-7781, in New York 800-327-
2753 or (914) 273-6333.

JOIN US ON THE 12th ANNUAL Christ-
mas Bird Count in Trinidad with Richard
ffrench, Dec. 29, 1987-Jan. 8, 1988.
CALIGO VENTURES, INC.

AUSTRALIA—Nov. 29-Dec. 19: Blue
Mts., Phillip Is., Grampians, Murray River,
Ayers Rock, Lamington, Cairns, Great
Barrier Reef. Birding and more! $3645
from Los Angeles. WOODSTAR
TQOURS, INC., 908 S. Massachusetts
Ave., DelLand, FL 32724. (904) 736-
0327. ,

BIRD TOURS AROUND BRITAIN. Per-
sonalised tour guide service. Superb
birdwatching, quality accommodation.
See any bird or part of beautiful Britain
you wish with one of Europe’s best lead-
ers. Also available for tours to suit your
individual requirements in France and
Spain. Please enquire to: RICHARD
CROSSLEY, Abbots Hood, Halber-
ton, Tiverton, Devon, England. (0884)
820728.

FLY SEAPLANE TO DRY TORTUGAS-
Fly 70 miles into the Gulf of Mexico to
majestic Fort Jefferson in the Dry Tor-
tugas — the most inaccessible National
Monument and largest masonry Fortress
in the western hemisphere. A phenom-
enal display of bird life is available during
season, with as many as 150 varieties
spotted annually. These include Tropic-
birds, Boobies, Frigatebirds, and the
Sooty and Noddy terns nesting by the
thousands on adjacent Bush Key. Va-
day/full-day camping; Write or call: Key
West Seaplane Service, Inc., 5603 Jr.
College Road, Key West, FL 33040.
(305) 294-6978.

AUSTRALIA. Start your birding at Cas-
sowary House, in the rain forest, near
Cairns. Good accommodation and guid-
ing. Direct Qantas flights. JOHN
SQUIRE, Cassowary Tours, Box 252,
Kuranda 4872, Australia. Tel. 6170-
937318.
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How do you make a
serious birder smile?

With a subscription to
AMERICAN BIRDS!

In—depth, informative, up-to-the-minute, fascinating reading for the
serious amateur or professional birder. America's foremost ornitho-
logical field journal is the ideal holiday gift.

Four seasonal issues cover bird life across the United States and
Canada, as well as South, Central and Latin America, and the West
Indies. Features on field identification, bird ecology, behavior, distri-
bution, rare sightings, site guides and much more, accompanied by
outstanding color and black-and-white photographs and illustrations.

Plus the mammoth Christmas Bird Count issue detailing early winter
bird populations throughout the country.

Five collectible issues of America’s leading
ornithological field journal.

The gift that lasts the whole year long.
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