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. from the editor’s desk

ow, in midsummer, it is time to sharpen your shorebird identification
N skills. The millions of cosmopolitan peeps and stints that have sur-
vived their sometimes chaotic annual breeding cycle have left the high
latitudes of their circumpolar breeding distribution and are en route to
their southern nonbreeding areas, some of which are well beyond the
confines of the North American continent. These long-distance migrants
can be found during this season and well into autumn continentwide
and in oftentimes confounding plumages. For your field-viewing pleasure
and in response to the requests of so many, we have here repeated one
of our great seminal articles of 3 years ago: ‘Field identification of smaller
sandpipers within the genus Calidris’ by Veit and Jonsson.

Marshall Howe’s ‘Wetlands and waterbird conservation,’ is a note-
worthy contribution to our International Council for Bird Preservation
series. We exhort you to keep in mind his cogent points and some of
the environmental outrages visited upon the nation’s wetlands while
shorebirding your favorite haunts this season. Criticizing ecological er-
rors, commending noteworthy contributions to the protection of our
natural heritage, and monitoring the progress of preservation programs
is the responsibility and obligation of each of us. Conservationists heaved
an enormous sigh of relief when finally, in April 1987, the United States
became a signatory to the Ramsar Convention. This is the only inter-
national wildlife conservation treaty whose focus is the protection of
habitat. As a contracting party, the United States has the obligation to
formulate and implement land use planning for designated wetlands.
In short, this means that the federal government has the moral obligation
to create new wetland reserves.

What better time for birders nationwide to voice their views? The
useful momentum generated by accession to the Ramsar Convention
clears the way to designate more areas “wetlands of international im-
portance.”

The time is ripe for you, as a shorebird enthusiast, to sit down and
write an extremely political letter. Do your share to preserve the won-
drously complex ecosystems our migratory shorebirds depend upon.

Communicating with your elected representatives is no more difficult
than sending a letter. Influencing the legislative process doesn’t mean
traveling to the nation’s capital. Writing letters and making telephone
calls are effective and time-honored ways of delivering your political
message. Because these are elected officials, every message is very care-
fully recorded in the offices of our congressional delegates. More im-
portantly, voiced viewpoints of voters are carefully considered when it
comes right down to voting on a particular issue.

Air your point of view. Use a letter to your members of Congress as
an opportunity to inform him/her about the importance of wetlands
preservation. Urge your state and federal representatives to designate
Bowerman Basin in Washington state, Cheyenne Bottoms, Kansas, and
San Francisco Bay as complements to the four wildlife refuges already
identified as “wetlands of international importance.”

If you really care about all of those peeps you enjoy seeing as they
migrate through your area, let your representative know how you feel.

Stay tuned!!

S.R.D.
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It can be if that’s what you want. You can make a significant gift to support AMERICAN

BIRDS and National Audubon’s other efforts on behalf of our natural heritage that will
/ pay you (and your spouse, if you wish) income for life.

The new tax law has eliminated the IRA deduction for many people and greatly reduced
the amount you may invest in a Keogh or SEP plan.

The National Audubon Society can help with your retirement planning by suggesting a
customn-tailored plan that provides: -

—No limit on tax-deductible contributions

— Complete avoidance of capital gains tax if you fund the plan with appreciated stocks
— Secure lifetime income to begin now or when you retire '

To qualify for an Audubon retirement plan, you must be at least fifty years old and
contribute a minimum of $5,000.

For free information on retirement planning for yourself and for the birds, return
the attached coupon or call Wayne Mones at (212) 546-9212.

[[] Please send free information on charitable retirement plans

Name:

Address:

Phone: ( ) best time to call:

Amount of anticipated gift
Gift will be [ cash, ] stocks, [] real estate

If you are giving stocks or land, what was your original cost?

Your date of birth:

Do you want to include your spouse in this plan?

If so, please give spouse’s date of birth:
Return to: Wayne Mones, National Audubon Society, 950 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10022
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It takes more than a few barbs Ll
to protect wildlife — [N

it takes activism.

Be part of the power network —
subscribe to the Audubon Activist.

] Yes, | want to become part of the Audubon Activist

team. Send me Audubon Activist six times a year and Name
Action Alerts when wildlife or wild places really need my Address
help. Enclosed is my check for $10. City

[ Yes, | want to subscribe to the Audubon Activist. S'tate
Enclosed is my check for $6. Zip

Make checks payable to National Audubon Society.
Audubon Activist, 950 Third Ave., New York, N.Y. 10022

Prints and Slides from the same roll

Seattle FilmWorks has adapted Kodak’s professional EED EEN WD D WD -

Motion Picture film for use in your 35mm camera. $2 INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL

N_OW YIOU can. use the_ same ﬁlm_W1th the same O RUSH me two 20-exposure rolls of Kodak MP film for my I
microfine grain and rich color saturation— 35mm camera. Enclosed is $2 for a 2-roll starter pack including
Hollywood’s top studios demand. Its wide exposure Eastman 5247® and 5294® 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

latitude is perfect for everyday shots. You can capture

special effects, too. Shoot it in bright or low light—at I NAME - I
up to 1200 ASA. What's more, it’s economical. And I ADDRESS I
remember, Seattle FilmWorks lets you choose prints or

. CITY STATE P
slides, or both, from the same roll. Mail to: Seattle FilmWorks I
. "1~ 1 to: deattle or
Try this remarkable film today! 500 Third Avenue W., P.O. Box 34056
Kodak, 5247 and 5294 are trademarks ot Eastman Kodak Co. Seattle FilmWorks 1s wholly Seattle’ WA 98124

separate from the manutacturer. Process ECN-IL. 21986 SEW I
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ACCOMMODATIONS

SHORECREST LODGE — GRAND
MANAN. A charming country inn run by
and for naturalists on an island blessed
with an abundance of birds, whales and
wildflowers. Contact: SHORECREST,
North Head, New Brunswick, EOG 2MO,
Canada; (506) 662-3216.

BIRD FEEDERS

BACKYARD BIRDWATCHING SUP-
PLIES. Feeders, houses, books, spe-
cialty feeds and accessories. For catalog
send $1.00, refundable with first order,
to THE BARN OWL, Dept. AB, 2509
Lakeshore Dr., Fennville, Ml 49408.

AMERICA'S FINEST SQUIRREL/
STARLING-PROOF DIALABIRD FEED-
ERS, HOMES. Free Catalog. KOPECKY,
1220-S Ridge Road, Hypoluxo, FL
33462.

BOOKS

BOOKS on Birds and Natural History
subjects, new and out-of-print. Catalog
$1 50 PETERSEN BOOK CO., Box 966,
Davenport, |1A 52805.

BIRD BOOKS. Send $2.00 to be on our
catalog mailing list. BUTEO BOOKS, PO
Box 481, Vermillion, SD 57069.

NATURE BOOKS DISCOUNTED! For
pnce hst send SASE. DOUG KIBBE, Box
34, Maryland, NY 12116.

NATURAL HISTORY: including hun-
dreds of scarce and out-of-print bird
books, journals and pamphlets. Send
$2 00 for catalog and addition to mailing
st HWK BOOKS, 540 W. 114th St.,
New York, NY 10025.

PEACOCK BOOKS, Box 2024, Littleton,
MA 01460 sells out-of-print bird books,
both popular and technical. Send $2.00
for your first catalogue.

NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS (ALSO
PRINTS) BOUGHT AND SOLD. Fine il-
lustrated in the main; antiquarian and
later, rare, scarce, out-of-print and new.
Free catalogue from GREYFRIARS,
Dunwich, Suffolk IP17 3DW England.

Market Place

|
Market Place Rates: $1.15/word for one
insertion; 90¢/word for 2-4 insertions;
60¢/word for 5 insertions. Send payment
with copy. Copy deadlines: Fall issue:
August 17; Christmas Bird Count issue:
September 10; Winter issue: October 15;
Spring issue: February 20. Send to:
AMERICAN BIRDS, Market Place, 950
Third Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022.

BOOKS

NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS — The
Old, and Rare, and New. Large selection
(many 10% discount). Also Foreign field
guides. $2.00 for quarterly catalogue.
PATRICIA LEDLIE — BOOKSELLER,
Box 90A, Buckfield, ME 04220 (207)
336-2969.

BIRDING ON THE NAVAJO AND HOPI
RESERVATIONS, locations, graphs,
checklist, 132 pages. $7.95 plus $.75
shipping. JACOBS PUBLISHING, Dept.
NS, Sycamore, MO 65758.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE BIRDS OF
CALIFORNIA—Grinnell and Miller’s in-
dispensable 615-page classic. Hard-
bound $25, paper $18. ARTEMISIA
PRESS, P.O. Box 119C, Lee Vining, CA
93541.

NATURAL HISTORY AND SCIENCE
BOOKS—out of print and rare. Free
catalogs and search service. AMAR-
ANTH BOOKS, PO Box 527, lowa City,
1A 52240.

MISCELLANEOUS

BIRDERS’ BUDDY IS OFFERING A 10%
DISCOUNT TO PARTICIPANTS IN THE
BIRD COUNT, SEE AD PAGE 345, THIS
ISSUE.

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT

LEITZ, ZEISS, B&L, BUSHNELL, STEI-
NER, SWIFT, NIKON, OPTOLYTH, CE-
LESTRON optics and accessories. Write
for discount list. Specify literature de-
sired. Large stock. Orders filled day re-
ceived. Postpaid. BIRDING, Box 5-E,
Amsterdam, NY 12010.

BINOCULAR SALES AND SERVICE
Repairing binoculars since 1923. Align-
ment performed on our U.S. Navy colli-
mator. Free catalogue and our article
“Know Your Binoculars,” published in
Audubon Magazine. MIRAKEL OPTICAL
CO., INC., 331 Mansion St., West
Coxsackie, NY 12192 (518) 731-2610.

B & L, QUESTAR, MEADE, LEITZ,
SWAROVSKI, ZEISS, etc. We field test
all optics available to us. Results are
yours for a call. Trade-ins, low prices,
full service. Ask for a consultant. ROB-
ERT MANNS & ASSOCIATES, 877
Glenbrook Dr., Atlanta, GA 30318 (404)
352-3679.

aus JENA BINOCULARS (GER-
MANY)—Experience the ultimate in
BRILLIANCE and CLARITY! Europe's
largest manufacturer of Premium Quality
Binoculars. Consumer and dealer inqui-
ries invited. EUROPTIK, LTD, Box 319-
B, Dunmore, PA 18509 (717) 347-6049

BINOCULARS, SPOTTING SCOPES
B&L, BUSHNELL, SWIFT, LEUPOLD,
ZEISS. Free List. Experienced Consul-
tant. Low Prices. WENTLING’S, Box
355, Hershey, PA 17033. (717) 533-
2468.

SWAROVSKI, AUS JENA, ZEISS, B&L,
STEINER, BUSHNELL, SWIFT, FUJI-
NON, optics and accessories. Low
prices. Free catalog or quote. OPTICAL
ADVANTAGE, Box 32791-E, Pikesville,
MD 21208 (301) 653-3306.

FEEDERS

FEED BIRDS, NOT SQUIRRELS. Our
birdfeeder is 100% squirrelproof! Mon-
eyback guarantee, free brochure.
Courtyard-AB, 21W120 Irving Park,
Itasca, lllinois 60143.

RENTALS

BIRDING SCANDANAVIA 19887 Please
write: Oddvin Lund, Gamlev 119, 2040
Kloefta, Norway.
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RENTALS

TOURS

TOURS

BLOCK ISLAND SUMMER AND FALL
MIGRATION—1820 Farmhouse on
2 1/2 acres overlooking Atlantic and Old
Harbor; garden; private beach access;
fully equipped; every amenity; perfect
condition beautifully furnished: Ameri-
cana, antiques and quilts. Sleeps 8-12
very comfortably, 2 1/2 tile baths, out-
door shower; barns and outbuildings. No
smokers or pets; smaller groups pre-
ferred. (203) 789-0488 evenings and
weekends.

MATINICUS ISLAND MAINE—20 miles
to Sea. Private Oceanfront Cottages.
Puffin colony. Spectacular views. Un-
usual. May-October. Photos. Katz, 156
Francestown Road, New Boston, NH
03070. 603-487-3819.

STAMPS

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO—ASA WRIGHT
NATURE CENTRE & LODGE Bearded
Bellbirds, Scarlet Ibis, Oilbirds and
hundreds more! The classic tropical
birding experience. 7 to 13 day tours with
expert guides, from $495. Individual and
group rates also available. Special
Christmas Bird Count Tour and Summer
Seminar programs also offered, exclu-
sively by CALIGO VENTURES, INC. 387
Main Street, Armonk, NY 10504 Toll Free
800-426-7781, in New York 800-327-
2753 or (914) 273-6333.

BIRDS, FLOWERS, ANIMALS on post-
age stamps from many countries. 60 diff.
$1.00. All three $2.65. GEORGE FORD,
P.O. Box 5203-A, Gulfport, FL 33737.

TOBAGO, RENT PRIVATE BEACH
COTTAGES. Snorkeling, swimming,
fishing, scuba. Bird watcher’s paradise.
Scores of exotic species. Brochure.
Charles F. Turpin. Charlotteville, Tobago,
West indies.

AUSTRALIA. Start your birding at Cas-
sowary House, in the rain forest, near
Cairns. Good accommodation and guid-
ing. Direct Qantas flights. JOHN
SQUIRE, Cassowary Tours, Box 252,
Kuranda 4872, Australia. Tel. 6170-
937318. .

BIRDING IN COSTA RICA. 850 species
including: Quetzal, Black Guan, Fiery-
billed Aracari, Scarlet Macaw, Coppery-
headed Emerald, Yellow-billed Cotinga,
Wrenthrush, Volcano Junco. Profes-
sional birder guides. For tour information
T. J. Lewis, COSTA RICA EXPEDI-
TIONS, P.O. Box 6941, San Jose, Costa
Rica, Central America. Ph: 22-0333,
Telex: 2917 CREAR.

FLY SEAPLANE TO DRY TORTUGAS-
Fly 70. miles into the Gulf of Mexico to
majestic Fort Jefferson in the Dry Tor-
tugas — the most inaccessible National
Monument and largest masonry Fortress
in the western hemisphere. A phenom-
enal display of bird life is available during
season, with as many as 150 vaneties
spotted annually. These include Tropic-
birds, Boobies, Frigatebirds, and the
Sooty and Noddy terns nesting by the
thousands on adjacent Bush Key V.-
day/full-day camping; Write or call Key
West Seaplane Service, Inc., 5603 Jr
College Road, Key West, FL 33040
(305) 294-6978.
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