
Fiftieth Breeding Bird Census 

HE JOY OF CELEBRATING THE 50TH Anniversary of the Breeding Bird 
Census was cut short by the fact that 

reports were received for only 39 cen- 
suses. This sets us back to the low levels 

of over 25 years ago, a sad realization 
for those of us who have watched the 

participation grow steadily for so many 
years. It is especially unfortunate con- 
sidering the fact that we have finally 
reached a point where the census data 
has been computerized, making it 
readily available for analysis and re- 
search work. Surely, this is the real goal 
of so many hours of work, for so many 
observers, for so many years. 

This year a total of 60 observers spent 
over 961 hours in the field, and censused 
651 hectares. The highest number of 
hours spent on any one census was 125. 
The average sized census was 16.7 hec- 
tares, with a range from 3.8 to 64.8. The 
total number of species found per census 
ranged from 7 to 57, and averaged 24.3. 

The data compiled in the table below 
are stored in a computer at the Labo- 
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ratory of Ornithology at Cornell Uni- 
versity. Requests for information on how 
to obtain these data should be directed 

to: Gregory S. Butcher, Bird Population 
Studies, Cornell Laboratory of Orni- 
thology, 159 Sapsucker Woods Road, 
Ithaca, New York, 14850 (Telephone: 
607-255-4999). Census reports for the 
1987 season should be submitted to the 

editors by September 15. 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

Robert Askins, Marcella Bishop, Shirley 
Briggs, John Bristow, Nancy Bristow, Eliz- 
abeth Brooks, John Brotherton, Norman 
Brunswig, Victoria Byre, Eugene Cardiff, 
Joan Criswell, David Czaplak, Janette Dean, 
Vera DeMarco, Mary D'Imperio, Cheryl 
Duffy, John Eliot, Chris Ellington, John 
Fales, Ann Feather, Robert Ford, Dick 
Gauthey, Jerome Gifford, Laurie Goodrich, 
Dave Hallock, Philip Hayes, Lawrence Her- 
bert, Louise Hering, Ed Hiestand, Olive 
Holbrook, Glen Hooper, Robert Hudson, 
G. T. Hunt, Susan Hunt, Roy Ickes, George 
Kekesi, Hugh Kingery, Clarence Klingen- 
smith, William Kolodnicki, Bridget Laurin, 
Letty Limback, Juliet Markowsky, George 
Maxwell, James Mershon, James Mullins, 
Margarett Philbrick, Vivian Petrick, Ron 
Ramsey, Stanley Senner, Richard Simmers, 
Jr., Kathryn Sjolander, Helen Stiles-Wain- 
wright, Diane Szafoni, Robert Szafoni, Mark 
Thompson, Mary Ann Todd, Arthur Wain- 
wright, Kenneth L. Weaver, Jane White, 
Terry Wiens. 
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ATTENTION all Breeding Bird Census and 
Winter Bird-Population Study participants!! 

After three years, during each of which only a list of 
these studies has been published in AMERICAN BIRDS 
(Vol. 39, No. 1; Vol. 40, No. 1; Vol. 41, No. 1), we have 
now almost certainly identified a publisher for these valu- 
able data. This will be a cooperative effort, the details of 
which we will elucidate in the next issue of AMERICAN 

BIRDS (Vol. 41, No. 2). In all probability, resumption of 
publication will begin in late 1987. To avoid discontinuity 
in data flow, the 48th, 49th, and 50th Breeding Bird Cen- 
suses will be published in 1987, along with the 37th, 38th, 
and 39th Winter Bird-Population Studies, and successive 
year's efforts will be published annually thereafter. 

We urge all participants to continue working on their 

field projects and encourage those participants who have 
suspended work to resume their studies so that these con- 
tributions to science will not become part of the ornitho- 
logical and ecological past. 

If you know of participants who terminated their studies 
when we ceased publishing the results, please pass this 
information on to them so that they can recommence their 
work. 

Further details regarding these studies will appear in 
".... from the editor's desk" in the next issue of 
AMERICAN BIRDS. 

--S.R.D. 
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