CONTINENTAL SURVEY

The Autumn Migration

August 1-November 30, 1986

NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION

Richard A. Forster

he weather for the fall averaged notably cooler than

normal throughout the season. August and November
were wetter than normal while the middle period was
somewhat drier than expected. In Newfoundland, summer
ended in mid-September when November weather com-
menced and by mid-November winter had set in. There
were numerous cold fronts, most notably in late August
when it was downright cold, but impressive waves of mi-
grants failed to materialize much to the chagrin of most
observers. Once again there was widespread concern that
bird populations are not what they were formerly, and this
observer is beginning to believe there may be some truth
to that allegation. Passerine migration varied from average
to the ““dullest of the dullest.” At Appledore Island, Maine,
David Holmes reported his highest banding totals ever, but
since the net hours were so high they drove the birds/net
hour average to the lowest point yet. The shorebird mi-
gration was almost universally average or below-average.
Pelagic species were also underreported with a few excep-
tions. The scarcity of sand launce [Ammodytes sp.) on
Stellwagen Bank, Massachusetts resulted in paltry numbers
of pelagics. Even Humpbacked Whales, bread winners of
whale watching trips, were scarce and frequently unob-
served.

Not all groups were represented on the down side how-
ever. The hawk migration through southern portions of
the Region was spectacular and, if equalled or surpassed
in subsequent years, will be worth seeing. Also, the con-
centrations of some other diurnal passerine migrants were
truly staggering, particularly at Lighthouse Point, Con-
necticut. Likewise, in a season that spans such a lengthy
period during which anything is seemingly possible, this
fall season did not disappoint and the usual array of im-
probable species was recorded. Indeed, it is almost difficult
to determine what is improbable. It is the task of the re-
gional editor to sort through these reports, weigh the docu-
mentary evidence, and make value judgments on the va-
lidity of the reports—rightly or wrongly. No reporis are
categorically dismissed, but, on occasion, some are down-
played because the necessary definitive evidence of the
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occurrence of a given species is not absolutely conclusive.
My apologies to all observers whose reports were over-
looked and/or do not appear in this account.

LOONS, GREBES — Loon migration through the Region
proceeds on a predictable schedule and is seldom commented
on unless something out of the ordinary occurs. Common Loons
start migrating in the beginning of September and Red-throat-
eds follow about one month later. Reports are most prevalent
as a result of storms or strong onshore winds when birds are
concentrated along the coast or blown inland. This fall the
lack of storms brought few loon reports, especially no signifi-
cant inland reports. The only significant report of migrating
Red-throateds occurred Nov. B, at Dennis, Mass., when 395
were observed in only one hour [BN). The same date at Pt.
Judith, R.I., only 14 were seen ( fide DLE}. A convincing report
of a Pacific Loon came from Saco, Me. on the unseasonable
date of Aug. 16 {G. Lemelin). Another was reported from Na-
patree Pt., R.I., Nov. 5 (fide DLE). No major movements of
Com. Loons were noted in the Region throughout the period.
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Numbers of Pied-billed Grebes seem to be recovering some-
what from recent low totals. In Nova Scotia they were said to
be “as usual” ( fide PP) but in Rhode Island they were “more
numerous than usual” during September and October. In
Massachusetts 12 were at Lakeville Sept. 20, 18 were there
Nov. 1, and during October they were well reported. Horned
Grebes likewise continue in depressed numbers and were
generally not commented on except in Nova Scotia where they
were termed ‘“‘rather scarce” (fide PP). A Red-necked Grebe
in breeding plumage appeared inland and early at Clinton,
Mass., Aug. 14 (fide RHS). At Mount Desert Narrows, Me., 110
Red-neckeds were noted Aug. 31 (KJ). This was apparently a
routine occurrence where they appear early and undergo molt
before moving on. Elsewhere in the Region they were fairly
well reported and at P.E.I, where they are considered rare,
there were 21 at Rustico Bay Nov. 8 (BD). The W. Grebe re-
turned to Reid S.P., Me. during November for its 10th consec-
utive winter there [ fide WT).

TUBENOSES — As mentioned previously, this was a very
poor year for this group. Most unexpected, however, was a
Black-browed Albatross well observed from the Cabot Strait
ferry July 21 (CG). Considering their scarcity, six N. Fulmars
at Rockport, Mass., Sept. 27 (RSH) were surprising. The only
other reports were of singles at Stellwagen Bank, Mass., Oct.
26 (fide RHS) and Eastham, Mass., Nov. 19 (WRP). The ap-
pearance of Cory’s Shearwater in our area is always unpre-
dictable, and dependent on warm waters in the s. portion of
the Region. Hence, the cool weather may have been responsible
for the low numbers. Far offshore six were noted at Hydrog-
rapher Canyon, Mass., Sept. 5 (BH) and several were still pres-
ent at Georges Bank, N.S., in early October (fide RGBB). At
the local stronghold at Cox’s Ledge, R.I., the maximum count
was of only ten Sept. 4 (fide DLE). In view of their scarcity,
three at Eastham, Mass., during a storm Aug. 28 (WRP, RAF)
were most unusual. Greater Shearwaters were best reported
from the Bluenose ferry with 400 Aug. 20 (fide WT) and 527
Aug. 31 (CDD). On Sept. 4, 200 were observed at Cox’s Ledge,
R.IL (fide DLE) and 100+ at Hydrographer Canyon, Mass. (BH).

4 (BH). Typical counts of Wilson’s Storm-Petrel were “thou-
sands” at Mount Desert Rock, Me., Aug. 28 { fide WT), 1000+
at Hydrographer Canyon, Mass., Sept. 4 (BH) and a like number
in Cape Cod Bay, Mass., Aug. 23 (fide RHS). Most, however,
had departed by mid-September. Although an abundant
breeder in the Region, Leach’s Storm-Petrel is seldom reported
in appreciable numbers. Rather typical counts were 31 on a
Bluenose crossing Aug. 31 (CDD) and 20 at Hydrographer Can-
yon, Mass., Sept. 4 (BH], but 15 observed during a storm at
Cable Head, P.E.L, Sept. 27 [BD) were considered unusual. A
single Band-rumped Storm-Petrel at Hydrographer Canyon,
Mass., Sept. 4 (BH) was expected.

PELECANIFORMES — Northern Gannets are a feature
along the coast at this season, especially in October and No-
vember during onshore winds or storms. Representative high
totals were 5000 in one hour at Cable Head, P.E.L, Sept. 27
(BD), 1200 in one hour at Dennis, Mass., Nov. 6 (BN) and
10,000+ in 2 hours at Eastham, Mass., Nov. 19 (WRP) when at
times they were passing at the rate of 475/minute.

S.A.

The event of the season was the presence of tropic-
birds. A sub-ad. White-tailed Tropicbird was seen and
photographed at Hydrographer Canyon, Mass., Sept. 4,
where an immature thought to be this species was seen
2 years ago. More exciting, however, was an ad. Red-
billed Tropicbird which made 2 brief appearances at
Mount Desert Rock, Me., Aug. 31 (D. James, fide HC).
Even more amazing was the appearance of what was
likely the same individual discovered at Gay Head,
Martha’s Vineyard, Mass., Sept. 15 {]. Rosenwald, m.
ob.). This individual made several brief visits to the clay
cliffs daily to the delight of many observers who flocked
to see the bird even in this remote location. It was present
at least until early November but its precise departure
date is unknown since by that time it had become routine
and local observers had become bored with making daily
observations.

Red-billed Tropicbird at Martha’s Vineyard, Mass., Oct. 21, 1986. Photo/Alan Brady.

Six laggard Greaters were at Eastham, Mass., Nov. 22 (BN).
The best count for Sooty Shearwater was of nine on a Bluenose
crossing Aug. 13 (fide WT). Otherwise counts there and else-
where averaged only one to three on numerous occasions. The
best tally for Manx Shearwater was 15 at Eastham, Mass., Aug.
28 (WRP, RAF). Otherwise they were routinely seen in low
numbers in offshore waters, including the Bluenose, through
September. The only Audubon’s Shearwaters were three at
the now traditional Hydrographer Canyon, Mass., locality Sept.
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Both species of cormorants continue their population increase
annually. As a consequence they are frequently observed but
seldom commented upon. Large flocks of Double-cresteds are
noted migrating beginning in early September. Included in
these flocks are small numbers of Great Cormorants which
move in unobtrusively and accumulate in favored wintering
areas. More and more Double-cresteds are lingering into winter
and Great Cormorants sometimes remain in summer. Inland
reports, while still noteworthy, are becoming routine.
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HERON AND ALLIES — Most members of this group offer
no surprises and carry over from the breeding season while
concentrating in late summer roosts in greatly increased num-
bers American Bitterns continue to be reported in reduced
numbers. Only seven were reported from Connecticut during
the period (DV) and other areas reported equally discouraging
totals. Least Bitterns were reported only from Massachusetts
where a family group of five was present at Plum I. through
much of August and a single individual was noted at Concord
Aug 3 where it may still breed. Great Blue Heron breeding is
very successful and good numbers were widespread through-
out the Region during the period. Excellent numbers of Great
Egrets were reported in Massachusetts. Forty-seven were noted
i S Dartmouth Aug. 25 (fide RSH) and 46 were at Plum [,
Sept 27 (RSH). Late summer numbers were high in Rhode
Island and many continued into October with a few remaining
1n November (fide DLE). Farther n. two were reported from
Nova Scotia in late August (fide IAM). The Snowy Egret is
perhaps the most familiar heron in the Region, present in most
coastal marshes from Maine southward. A summer roost at
Plum I., Mass., Sept. 27 contained 750 birds (RSH). Farther n.
an individual was seen at Norris Pt., Nfld., Aug. 8-11 (RB) and
late individuals were at Sable 1., N.S., Nov. 2 (ELM, fide [AM)
and at Eel Brook, N.S., Nov. 3-18 (PRD, fide IAM). Little Blue
Herons were sparsely reported from northeast coastal areas
but four in Nova Scotia was a good showing including a late
bird at Canning Oct. 19-20 ( fide IAM). Tricolored Herons have
become very scarce in the Region. In Maine, one was at Ken-
nebunkport Aug. 14 with two at Scarborough Aug. 31 (fide
WT) Two were present at Monomoy 1., Mass., during the latter
part of August (BN) and one was noted at Milford, Conn., in
late August and early September (DV). In the Ipswich-Essex
area, Mass., the best post-breeding assemblage of Cattle Egrets
was of 49 birds Aug. 31 (JB). Otherwise there were few reports
with one at Scarborough Marsh, Me., Aug. 30, one at Light-
house Pt., Conn., Sept. 1 {fide DV) and two late individuals at
Falmouth, Mass., Nov. 23 (ML). Black-crowned Night-Herons
were present in usual numbers and most departed in October.
The usual few Yellow-crowned Night-Herons were in favored
areas in s. New England. More unusual were one at Dartmouth,
N S, Sept. 7 (fide IAM]), one at Grand Manan L., N.B., in August
(fide WT) and an adult at Bass Harbor, Me., Sept. 27 {JeW).
Glossy Ibises depart from our area soon after nesting and the
only sizable count was of 20 at Plum [, Mass., Aug. 17 (fide
RHS) None was reported after September.

WATERFOWL — Waterfowl is a feature migrating through
the Region, especially during the latter one-half of the reporting
period, but elicit little comment except when major concen-
trations occur. A Fulvous Whistling-Duck was present off-and-
on at Nantucket I., Mass., Oct. 9-Nov. 7 (fide RHS). Tundra
Swans were scarce save a group of 21 over Branford, Conn.,
Oct 19 (NP, fide DV). Otherwise the only other reports were
two at Middleboro, Mass., Nov. 16+ (WRP) and one at E. Haven,
Conn., Nov. 29 (fide DV). After breeding, Mute Swans congre-
gate in flocks on coastal ponds. An indication of how well-
established they have become were groups of 400 at Briggs
Marsh, R.I,, Aug. 17 (DLE) and 280 in Little Compton, R.I., Oct.
4 (DLE). Greater White-fronted Geese continue to be reported
1n the Region. One was shot at Cole Harbour, N.S., Nov. 20
(PP), one was present at Storrs, Conn., Nov. 12-27 (m.ob.) and
one appeared briefly in W. Newbury, Mass., in mid-October
(fide RAF). The Snow Goose passage through s. portions of the
Region was early and impressive. There was a major movement
beginning the last few days of September and the first week
of October. At Lighthouse Pt., Conn., 2287 were migrating Sept.
28-Nov. 5 with the peak occurring Oct. 5-10, while in w. Mas-
sachusetts 3427 were observed migrating during the season
(fide SK).

Prince Edward Island is a major staging area for Canada
Geese. Approximately 25,000-30,000 birds appeared this fall
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with maximum counts of 5500 at Orwell Bay WM A, Oct 4,
3000 at Pownall Bay Nov. 17, and 2500 at Tracadie Bay Nov
23 (fide BD).

An excellent post-breeding concentration of 318 Wood Ducks
was at Norfolk, Mass., Aug. 31 ( fide RHS). Green-winged Teal
were widely noted throughout the period but no major con-
centrations were reported. Good numbers of N. Pintail were
reported from P.E.IL, where 300 were observed at Pt. Prim Oct
4 (BD). Rather sizable numbers of Blue-winged Teal were noted
in the Maritimes early in the period with 165 at Prince Edward
Island N.P., Aug. 27 (BD) and a “‘good year” in Nova Scotia
They were equally prevalent s. of there but most had departed
by early October. Northern Shovelers were normal this fall
Best counts were 12 at Amherst Point Bird Sanctuary (here-
after, AP.B.S.), N.S,, Nov. 4 (fide PP) and 60 at Monomoy I,
Mass., Oct. 1 (BN). Gadwall continue to increase in the Region
with 3 broods noted at P.E.I, in late August (BD) and two seen
at A.P.B.S., N.S., Nov. 4-8 (fide PP). One hundred Gadwall
were at Monomoy L., Mass., Oct. 19 (BN). About 10 Eur. Wigeon
were observed during the period, the earliest appearing at Plum
I., Mass., Aug. 21 (fide RHS). Noteworthy were a female at St
John's, Nfld., Oct. 6-Nov. 9 (RB), two shot in mid-October at
Colinet, Nfld. (fide BMt) and a pair at St. Pierre and Miquelon
(hereafter, S.P.M.) Sept. 26-Nov. 2 (RE). Several reports of 100+
Am. Wigeon were reported from Nova Scotia southward but
no noteworthy counts were reported. In Connecticut they were
said to be late and in low numbers { fide DV).

Canvasback were either overlooked or absent. Best totals
were from urban Cambridge, Mass., where 625 were seen Nov
17 (fide RHS) and Nov. 15 when 550 were observed at E. Prov-
idence Res., R.I. (DLE). Rather low numbers of Redheads were
noted in s. portions of the Region indicative of the late season
Ring-necked Ducks continued recent high totals. Peak numbers
were recorded at Lakeville, Mass., Oct. 18 (WRP) when 1100
were noted and 800+ were at E. Winthrop, Me., Oct. 19 (JeW)
Newfoundland’s 2nd Tufted Duck was an imm. male shot at
Colinet Nov. 3 (BMt). Lesser Scaup tend to be masked by the
much more numerous Greater Scaup. One was reported from
Parson’s Pond, Nfld., Sept. 20 (BM) where they are now annual
and 15 were at Souris, P.E.L, Nov. 2 (BD). Typical high counts
were of 100 at E. Providence Res., R.I., Oct. 30 (DLE) and 375
at Lakeville, Mass., Nov. 1 (WRP). Common Eider is a common
breeding species from Maine northward and this species 1s
sometimes found in large wintering flocks offshore when mi-
grants aggregate. An estimated 50,000-75,000 at S. Monomoy
L, Mass., Nov. 28 (WRP, BN} was one of the largest such con-
centrations in recent years. King Eider was very sparsely re-
ported. Two were seen at Sachuest Pt., R.I,, Nov. 13 (JB) and
three were at Pt. Judith, R.I., Nov. 21 (fide DLE). Elsewhere
only occasional singles were seen.

An early Harlequin Duck was observed at Rockport, Mass ,
Sept. 27 (RSH) and by Oct. 28, seven had arrived at Sachuest
Pt., R.I, where 19 were present Nov. 28 (fide DLE). A male at
Milford Pt., Conn., Nov. 12-14 (fide DV) was unusual. Olds-
quaw, although largely unreported, are common during this
season as are scoters. Average migratory counts were of 450
Black Scoters in 1.5 hours at Manomet, Mass., Oct. 11 and 1650
Surf Scoters during the same period the same day (WRP). Only
a few Com. Goldeneyes were reported during the period. Bar-
row’s Goldeneyes began arriving in P.E.I at the end of the
period with six at Oyster Bay Bridge Nov. 16 and 18 at West
River Nov. 30 (BD). Singles were noted in southern areas by
the end of the period. Both Hooded and Com. mergansers were
well reported from lakes and reservoirs in October and No-
vember, At Souris, P.E.I., 1200+ Commons were reported Nov
2 (BD). The large numbers of Red-breasted Mergansers present
at Cape Cod, Mass., in previous falls failed to materialize. The
best count was of 2200 at Monomoy I., Nov. 22-23 (BN). It was
another excellent fall for Ruddy Ducks in s. New England with
a well defined peak in late October. The highest count was of
330 at Monomoy 1., Mass., Oct. 25 (BN}).
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DIURNAL RAPTORS — Usually this group1s given rather
little attention as a number of other journals report 1n depth
on the fall migration. However, this year’s events were so im-
pressive as to warrant more than a cursory overview. The Black
Vulture is extending its range just to the s. of the Region and
reports in our area reflect this increase. Two Black Vultures
were seen near Charlottetown, P.E.L, Oct. 4 (BD), one was in
Essex, Mass., Aug. 1 (fide RHS) and one was at Branford, Conn.,
Oct. 19 (NP, fide DV). Turkey Vultures continue to be very
well reported through October as far n. as Nova Scotia. A winter
roost was discovered in Voluntown, Conn., near the Rhode
Island border where 30 were observed Nov. 29 (fide DLE). Os-
preys are recovering very well from lows of only 2 decades
ago. At Lighthouse Pt., Conn., 1490 were recorded in September
and October with peaks of 159 Sept. 27 and 150 Oct. 1 (NC).
The Bald Eagle is likely to be.-found almost anywhere in the
Region at any time as a result of increased productivity of the
wild population and local hacking programs. Fall totals were
13 at Lighthouse Pt., Conn. (NC) and 23 at Quaker Ridge, Conn.
(ES]). The season total for N. Harrier at Lighthouse Pt., Conn.,
was 989 ( fide DV). Peak days were Sept. 16 with 108 birds and
Sept. 27 with 127 (fide NC). Harriers were well reported else-
where in the Region but nowhere near the order of magnitude
as at Lighthouse Pt. Sharp-shinned Hawk numbers were im-
pressive. At Harpswell, Me., 3506 were observed during the
season (GNA) and 11,943 were tallied at Lighthouse Pt., Conn.
with daily totals exceeding 1000 Sept. 16, Oct. 4 & 5 ( fide NC).
A respectable 450+ Sharp-shinneds were at Brier I., N.S., Sept.
27 (fide IAM). Lighthouse Pt. also cornered the market on
Cooper’s Hawk. The season total of 476 included 62 on Sept.
27, 59 on Oct. 1 and 86 on Oct. 5 (fide NC). Ten Cooper’s
observed at Harpswell, Me., Oct. 25 represented almost one-
half the seasonal total (GNA). Northern Goshawks enjoyed a
good fall on Newfoundland’s Avalon Pen. (BMt) and five were
present at Brier I, N.S., Oct. 11-12 (fide IAM). Elsewhere re-
ports were rather scanty although the season total at Light-
house Pt. was 24 (fide DV).

The spectacle of the fall was the Broad-winged Hawk flight
at Quaker Ridge, Conn. On Sept. 14, 30,535 Broad-wingeds
were observed with an amazing 17,301 passing in one hour
between 3 and 4 PM (ES]). Counts from other areas paled by
comparison, with a total of only 10,105 reported from all of w.
Massachusetts. In a normal year 4000+ at Lighthouse Pt.,
Conn., Sept. 16, 7200+ at Fairfield, Conn., the same day (fide
NC) and 2500 at Brier L., N.S., Sept. 27 (fide IAM) would have
been respectable totals. An imm. Broad-winged at Prince Ed-
ward Island N.P., Nov. 8, provided only the 2nd provincial
record (BD). The only Swainson’s Hawk report for the season
was one at Branford, Conn., Sept. 12 (NP, fide DV). An imm.
Red-tailed Hawk at St. John’s, Nfld., Oct. 11 (BMt) furnished
only the 5th provincial record. Reports of Rough-legged Hawks
began filtering in beginning in mid-October but by the end of
the period reports were sparse indicating a below-average
winter for the species. Totals of migrating Golden Eagles, most
reported after mid-October, were of six at Quaker Ridge, Conn.
(ES)), five at Lighthouse Pt., Conn. (fide DV) and three at Han-
cock, Mass. (fide SK).

American Kestrels totalled 4140 at Lighthouse Pt., Conn., in
September and October with a peak Sept. 25-27 (fide DV). A
good flight occurred at Brier I, N.S., Sept. 27 when 160+ were
seen (fide IAM). The best Merlin flight in memory occurred
this fall. Fifty were noted at Block L, R.I, Sept. 19-20 (fide
DLE). At Harpswell, Me., the season total of 218 included 76
on Sept. 25 (GNA), and at Lighthouse Pt., Conn., the season
total was 442 with a peak during the first week of October
(fide DV). Peregrine Falcons also staged a banner flight with
a pronounced peak in early October. As many as 30 were found
on Block I, R.I, Oct. 4-8 (fide DLE). About 25 Peregrines were
at Nantucket 1., Mass. in early October (fide RHS) and a like
number were present on Cape Cod during the same period.
Regionwide the total number of Peregrines probably totalled
200 or more but only a handful of these were reported from
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Mantime Canada The early evidence indicates Gyrfalcon will
be scarce this winter. One at St. John's, Nfld., Oct. 11 (BMt)
could be considered normal, but one at Lighthouse Pt., Conn ,
Nov. 21 (m.ob.) must have caused much excitement. Two
probable Gyrfalcons were seen in Massachusetts during Oc-
tober.

S.A -
An imm. falcon was observed perched and in flight at
Morris L., Chatham, Mass., on the afternoon of Sept. 21
(WB, CAG). In all aspects the bird fit the description for
Hobby (Falco subbuteo) and even the voice, heard briefly,
“was consistent with that species. It was located again
during the ensuing week on nearby S. Monomoy 1. It
was observed perched at some distance by a small con-
tingent of skilled observers, some familiar with the spe-
cies in life, on the morning of Sept. 27, and all agreed 1t
most closely resembled a Hobby. It took flight and
quickly disappeared, not to be seen again.

GROUSE THROUGH CRANES — The Gray Partridge has
a small established population in the Region, mostly in Nova
Scotia where six were seen at Port Williams Nov. 7 and 12 1n
Wolfville Nov. 15 (fide IAM). Also in Nova Scotia Spruce
Grouse were reported in better than normal numbers (fide
IAM). A rare Black Rail was seen briefly at Hammonassett
S.P.,, Conn., Oct. 6 (Clay Taylor, fide DV). Rails continue to be
sparsely reported with no significant sightings of Sora or Vir-
ginia Rail. The only reports of Clapper Rails were one each
from coastal Rhode Island and Massachusetts. The 2nd pro-
vincial record of Com. Moorhen on P.E.I. was provided by two
immatures observed at East Point Sept. 28 (BD). Several migrant
moorhens were noted in Rhode Island, the last at Echo Lake
Nov. 30 (fide DLE) being quite late. American Coots began
appearing in mid-October and as the season progressed num-
bers gradually built up but still fell short of counts 2 decades
ago. Hundreds were reported in the Newport, R.I. vicinity Nov
12-14 (JB). Sandhill Cranes were well reported. Two at St
Johns, Nfld., Sept. 22 (D. Phalen, fide BMt) were possibly the
same as two seen nearby in early August. One at Elderbank
Marsh, N.S., was present from June to Aug. 6 ( fide IAM). Three
flyovers were seen at Branford, Conn., Sept. 7 (NP, fide DV)
and one was seen at Eastham, Mass., Oct. 11 (CAG, fide WB)

SHOREBIRDS — By all accounts the shorebird flight was
poor with generally low numbers of most species. Black-bellied
Plovers were present in varying numbers throughout the period,
the peak recorded in late August and early September. Lesser
Golden-Plovers were well reported in s. portions of the Region
in late August and early September. Fifty-two were present at
Richmond turf farm, R.1., Aug. 30 ( fide DLE), 100+ were noted
on Nantucket L., Aug. 27 (SAP) and a like number were present
on Martha's Vineyard, Mass., in early September (VL). The
flight of immatures in October was most pronounced, but not
great, in the Maritimes and late individuals were seen into
mid or late November in many areas. Semipalmated Plovers
noticeably peaked in the latter one-half of August with the
best total of 920 at Plum ., Mass., Aug. 16 (RSH). A count of
100 at S.P.M,, Oct. 15 (RE) was high for such a late date. Piping
Plovers withdraw from breeding areas early in the period and
are mostly gone by early September. Perhaps the most note-
worthy count was of five at Kennebunkport, Me., Aug. 14 (JeW)
American Oystercatchers were unreported away from estab-
lished s. New England breeding areas. Post-breeding aggre-
gations included 67+ at Monomoy I., Mass., in August (BN}
and 22 at Napatree Pt., R.I, Sept. 8 (fide DLE). Yellowlegs were
generally unremarked upon with Lessers peaking in early Au-
gust and Greaters in early October. Solitary Sandpipers were
widespread through the Region from July through September
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with no appreciable concentrations Forty Upland Sandpipers
at the Deblois, Me. blueberry barrens was a post-breeding
buldup but 11 at the Richmond turf farm, Rhode Island, Aug.
12, and 13 there a week later ( fide DLE) were migrants during
the normal migration period. In Nova Scotia the Whimbrel
migration peaked at Cape Breton in mid-August and 200 were
at W. Miquelon Aug. 2 (AD). Over 400 were observed flying
to an evening roost at Monomoy 1., Mass., Aug. 5 (fide WB).
The usual few Whimbrels were reported throughout the Region
through late October. Hudsonian Godwits did not distinguish
themselves, the best count being of only 100 at Monomoy 1.,
Mass., Aug. 10 (BN) and at Biddeford, Me., 19 were observed
Aug 15 (JW). The usual singles and small flocks of juveniles
were reported in October with four at 3 locations in Connect-
1cut 1nto early November (DV) being somewhat unusual.

Fewer than normal Marbled Godwits visited the Region.
During August and September one was in Maine, two in Rhode
Island ( fide DLE), three in Connecticut (fide DV), and two in
Massachusetts. Laggards were seen at Ninigret, R.I., Oct. 16
(fide DLE) and Monomoy L, Mass., Nov. 15 (BN). Red Knots
peaked at 1200 at Scituate, Mass., Aug. 16 ( fide GWG) and 400
were at Monomoy L, Aug. 10 and 100 were there Nov. 1 (BN).
Otherwise, 157 at S.P.M., Sept. 22 (AD) was the only note-
worthy report. Twelve hundred Sanderlings were at Monomoy
I, Mass., from mid-August to mid-September and 1000 were
there Oct. 10 (BN). There was a noticeable movement of Semi-
palmated Sandpipers in both Connecticut and Massachusetts
1n mid-August and they were present “in thousands (as usual)”
1n Nova Scotia from August to mid-September. A notably late
Semipalmated was at Cape Race, Nfld., Nov. 12 (BMt). It was
a poor season for W. Sandpipers with fewer than 20 reported.
Nova Scotia had two, Rhode Island five, with the highest count
of eight plus at Eastham, Mass., Sept. 18 (BN). A fairly bright
but fading Little Stint was discovered at Duxbury, Mass., Aug.
6 (M Kasprzyk) and identifiably photographed. It was last seen
Aug 14 but seen by only a few observers owing to the remote
location. Judging from the lack of comment the Least Sandpiper
mugration could best be characterized as routine.

S.A.
Not all shorebirds were poorly represented. White-
rumped Sandpipers elicited comments from most of the
Region. The first indication that something unusual was
happening came from Plum I., Mass., in early September
when 600-800 were estimated on various dates. More
routine were 200 at Grand Barachois, S.P.M., Aug. 17
(RE) where they remained fairly common to late Sep-
tember and 100+ at Halifax, N.S., Sept. 6 (FS). Elsewhere
they were reasonably scarce. They again flooded into
the Maritimes beginning in late October. In Newfound-
land “an exceptionally major movement” (BMt) occurred
Oct. 25-26 when dozens of flocks numbering 20-30 birds
were flying around St. John’s but had no place to land.
At Gros Morne N.P. (hereafter, GMNP) flocks of from
five to 40 White-rumpeds were “everywhere” (BM) Oct.
28-31 but total numbers were beyond estimating. At
S P.M., there was another wave Oct. 24 to Nov. 4 (RE)
and at P.E.L 270 were found Oct. 19 and 320 were present
Nov. 8 (BD). In Nova Scotia 180 were present at Cherry
Hill in early November (FS) and lower numbers were
reported elsewhere. Not surprisingly White-rumpeds
were still being seen as November drew to a close.

It was a fairly average fall for Baird's Sandpiper with reports
totalling more than 30 individuals. Four were at Brier 1., N.S,,
Sept 3 (fide FS), eight were at Plum 1., Mass., Sept. 14 (fide
GWG) and five were at Monomoy L., Mass., Sept. 27 (fide GWG).
The Pectoral Sandpiper flight consisted mainly of immatures
1n October with 120+ at Sheffield Mills, N.S., Oct. 11-14 (fide
FS), seven at E. Winthrop, Me., Oct. 18-19 (JW) and 100 at
Monomoy I., Mass., Oct. 12 (BN). Purple Sandpipers began to
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filter into rocky coastlines 1n the Region in late October Dunlin,
our latest migrating shorebird, reaches peak numbers after mid-
October with possibly 10,000 present at 4 Massachusetts lo-
cations Oct. 21-Nov. 1 (fide GWG). Only two Curlew Sand-
pipers were observed in the Region—one at Cherry Hill Aug
30 (SJF, fide FS) and a molting adult at Quicksand Pond., R,
Aug. 23-28 (fide DLE) which furnished only the 4th state re-
cord. For the 2nd consecutive year a Stilt Sandpiper graced
Newfoundland, this one at Cape Freels Aug. 15 (RB). Only si1x
Stilts were reported from Nova Scotia in August and Septem-
ber. The best counts were of 25 at Ninigret Pond., R.L, Aug 3
(fide DLE) and 34 at Plum L, Mass., Aug 16 (RAF) while a
notably late individual was at Rockport, Mass., Nov. 5
(fide GWG).

Buff-breasted Sandpipers put in the poorest showing in re-
cent memory. Only 12 were reported including one at Grand
Manan I, N.B., Sept. 27 (CDD), two at the Richmond turf farm,
R.I, Aug. 28 (fide DLE), two at Guilford, Conn., Aug. 31 (fide
DV) and four at Monomoy I., Mass., Sept. 27 (fide GWG). A
Ruff was observed at Guilford, Conn., Aug. 22 (fide DV) and
two rather late individuals were noted in Nova Scotia, one at
Cherry Hill Oct. 5 and at Hartlen’s Pt., Nov. 5 (fide FS). The
Short-billed Dowitcher is an early migrant in the Region,
reaching peak numbers mid-July-early August but a notably
late individual was at Stratford, Conn., Nov. 1-3 (DV). The
Long-billed Dowitcher is regular only at Plum I., Mass., where
typical totals were 82 on Aug. 16, 85 on Sept. 4 and 75 on Oct
21 (fide GWG). Otherwise they are scarce virtually everywhere
in the Region with most occurrences late in the season. Typical,
and the first good provincial record, was one at Prince Edward
Island N.P., Oct. 25-Nov. 2 (BD) and one at Scarboro, Me., Nov
1 (JW). Over 100 Com. Snipe in Monmouth and E. Winthrop,
Me., Oct. 18-19 (JW) was a good fall count.

Wilson’s Phalarope seems to be declining as a migrant in
the Region with fewer than ten seen this year with one each
in Rhode Island and Connecticut in August and two at Scar-
boro, Me., Aug. 26 (Paul Lehman). Red-necked Phalaropes were
observed in “disturbingly low numbers” (CDD) at Grand Manan
Basin, a major staging area. The best count was of 2000 at
Mount Desert 1., Me., Sept. 1 (fide WT). The Red Phalarope
seemed to be holding its own with 1364 seen from the Bluenose
ferry Aug. 31 (CDD) and “thousands” off Brier I., N.S., Aug
30-31 where 200 were still present Oct. 11-12 ( fide FS). Off-
shore pelagic trips reported very small numbers of either spe-
cies throughout the period.

JAEGERS THROUGH ALCIDS — Small numbers of jae-
gers were reported by intrepid offshore observers through Oc-
tober. At L’Anse-aux-Meadows, Nfld., a NE gale Sept. 3 pro-
duced two Pomarine, 40 Parasitic and 12 Long-tailed jaegers
where the latter species is to be expected at that time of year
(BMt). Otherwise, only a handful of Pomarines and Parasitics
were noted on Bluenose crossings and other pelagic ventures
Surprising in light of their scarcity offshore were land-based
sightings during storms at Eastham, Mass., of nine Pomarines
Aug. 28 (WRP, RAF) and ten there Nov. 19 (WRP).

Perhaps the most perplexing problem in the Region, both 1n
terms of identification and temporal distribution, is the oc-
currence of skuas. South Polar Skua was reported from the
Nova Scotia side of a Bluenose crossing Aug. 17 (IAM, fide
RGBB), at Cox’s Ledge, R.I,, Aug. 23 and again somewhat farther
s., Sept. 4 (fide DLE) and at Hydrographer Canyon, Mass., Sept
4 (BH). At least four unidentified skuas were seen including
one from land during a poorly defined storm at Eastham, Mass ,
Aug. 28 (WRP, RAF).

Reflecting their increasing breeding and dispersal from more
southerly breeding areas, Laughing Gulls were present in
southern areas until at least mid-October but one in New-
foundland, where it is increasing as a vagrant, Aug. 23 (BMt)
was noteworthy. The Region’s first inland record for Franklin’s
Gull was furnished by a bird at Amherst, Mass., Sept. 15-22
(C. Withgott, fide SK) and what was probably the same bird
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was seen at Longmeadow, Mass , Sept 22 (fide SK) A Franklin’s
Gull was at GMNP, Nfld., Aug. 9-10 (RB, BM) and an adult
was off Plum 1., Mass., Aug. 16 (RSH). Single Little Gulls, both
immatures, were seen at L’Anse-aux-Meadows, Nfld., Aug. 31
& Sept. 5 (BMt) and two were at Campobello L., Oct. 5 (fide
WT). South of there they were very scarce. A small flock of
Com. Black-headed Gulls had returned to Glace Bay, N.S. by
Sept. 29 (fide RGBB) and the high November count at St. John’s,
Nfld., was a ratherlow 44 on Nov. 13 (BMt). Four Black-headeds
was a good count at Rockland, Me., Nov. 30 (K]) but only scat-
tered individuals could be found elsewhere. Ten thousand
Bonaparte’s Gulls were at Head Harbour Passage, N.B., by Aug.
6 but were less numerous than usual during the season (fide
WT). Farther south they were well reported in normal numbers
through November. An ad. Mew Gull was early at St. John’s,
Nfld., Aug. 8 (BMt) and another was seen there Oct. 10-Nov.
16 (m.ob.).

Reflecting their widespread abundance, especially in fall,
Ring-billed Gulls were virtually uncommented upon. Gulls
are a standard feature of coastal areas in late fall. However, a
late November concentration of gulls at the Parson’s Pond,
Nfld. fish processing plant contained an astounding 5000 Ice-
land, 3000 Great Black-backed, 2000 Herring and 100 Glaucous
gulls (BM). Farther s. both Iceland and Glaucous gulls in limited
numbers do not appear routinely until winter weather has set
. A possible second-winter Thayer’s Gull was seen at Cam-
pobello L., N.B., Nov. 23 (CDD). Scattered Lesser Black-backed
Gulls are now the norm but two at Block 1., R.I., Oct. 6-8 and
one at Fresh Pond, R.I, Nov. 6-9 ( fide DLE) were among the
few state records. Black-legged Kittiwakes, very common off-
shore on the fishing banks, were poorly reported inshore owing
to a lack of severe storms. Perhaps most unusual were four at
Pt. judith, R.I, Nov. 6 and a like number there Nov. 21 (fide
DLE). A well described ad. Ross’ Gull was seen from a fishing
boat about 2 miles off L’ Anse-aux-Meadows, Nfld., Sept. 22 (L.
Millman). Sabine’s Gulls were poorly reported offshore prob-
ably because whales and other pelagics were scarce—lack of
food. The only reports were of an adult at Mount Desert Rock,
Me., Sept. 8 (B. Agler, fide KJ) and one at Stellwagen Bank,
Mass., Sept. 5 (BH). An early Ivory Gull was observed at St.
John’s, Nfld., Nov. 16-24 (M. Parmenter, fide BMt) where it is
rare.

The only Gull-billed Tern noted was an adult reported after
a storm at Eastham, Mass., Aug. 19 (RSH). As many as 35 Cas-
pran Terns were at P.E.I late August-early October (BD) rep-
resenting a post-breeding buildup. South of there singles or
small groups were noted passing along the coast with most
reports in late September and early October. The typical few
late summer Royal Terns were in s. New England with the
greatest concentrations in Rhode Island where three were at
Ninigret Sept. 15-23 and two to three at Charlestown Sept.
17-29 {fide DLE). Unique for the season was a Sandwich Tern
at Monomoy 1., Mass., Sept. 10-13 (BN). Thousands of Roseate
Terns were present as usual on Monomoy I., Mass., in early
September (BN) where local breeders tend to concentrate be-
fore departing for the wintering grounds. More surprising were
130 at Napatree Pt., R.I,, Aug. 5 (fide DLE) and 110 at Nantucket
I, Mass., Oct. 3 (fide GWG). Scattered Com. Terns were re-
ported until late November in s. areas.

Arctic Terns depart on migration quickly after the young
fledge and were almost universally uncommented upon. Fors-
ter's Terns were very scarce before mid-September when
numbers increased significantly. Sixteen were at Ninigret, R.L,
Sept. 25 (fide DLE), 12 at Chatham, Mass., Oct. 19 (BN}, 23 at
Duxbury, Mass., Oct. 27 (DEC) and 20 in Westport, Mass., Nov.
1 (RHS). Least Terns had generally departed from the Region
by the beginning of September. An ad. Sooty Tern at Petit
Manan L. and Matinicus Rock, Me., in late July (M.P. Drennan,
C Treyball) and at Mount Desert Rock, Me., Aug. 12 (HC) was
very unusual since no storm brought it there. Black Terns
were very sparsely reported. However, after the remnants of
hurricane Charles Aug. 19 there were numbers along the Con-
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necticut coast with one to s1x seen per stop (DV), 60 were at
Eastham, Mass. (WRP) and 60+ were at Nantucket 1., Mass
(SAP). Obviously they are not uncommon in offshore waters
at this season. The usual few Black Skimmers appeared in late
summer in s. New England but one that remained to Aug 18
at Grand Manan L., N.B. (fide WT) was decidedly unusual

Alcids were generally scarce in keeping with recent reports
except in northern areas. They were “common as usual” 1n
Newfoundland including Dovekies with 1500 observed at St
John’s Nov. 17 (BMt). From one to three Com. Murres were 1n
the Grand Manan Basin, N.B,, in late September (CDD). In the
same area Razorbills were slightly more numerous and Atlantic
Puffins even more so with 26 observed Sept. 20 and 56 present
Oct. 3 (CDD). Twelve puffins were seen at Brier I, N.S., Oct
11 (fide RGBB). On Nov. 22, 40 Razorbills and 700 unidentified
large alcids, most likely Razorbills, were seen at Eastham, Mass
(BN). Black Guillemots are widely scattered in small numbers
along rocky sections of the n. coast but 36 at Acadia N.P., Me,
Oct. 3 (JB) was a better-than-average count.

DOVES THROUGH WOODPECKERS — The only White-
winged Dove reported in the Region was at a Chatham, Mass
feeder Aug. 8-10 ( fide BN). A Yellow-billed Cuckoo was noted
at Cape Spear, Nfld., Sept. 12 (BMt), two were at Seal L, NS,
Oct. 16 and one was in Nova Scotia Oct. 29 ( fide IAM). Very
few Black-billed Cuckoos were reported. A migrant Com. Barn-
Owl was noted at Lighthouse Pt., Conn., Nov. 20 ( fide DV)

Perhaps the most excitement of the fall was engendered by
the Snowy Owl flight which did not begin until November At
St. John'’s, Nfld., where they are rarely seen, six appeared Nov
28-30 and were termed possible precursors of a “good flight”
(BMt). At S.P.M., one appeared Nov. 17 and five were seen
Nov. 26-28 (RE). A similar pattern occurred in Nova Scotia
where four were seen beginning Nov. 16. Farther s. one first
appeared at Napatree, R.I,, Nov. 12, three more were found
Nov. 18-29 (fide DLE) and two were at Lighthouse Pt., Conn
Nov. 20 (fide DV). However, most of the action was in Mas-
sachusetts. The first Snowy appeared in the Plum I, Salisbury,
Mass. area Nov. 8 and a peak count of 11 was recorded Nov
23 (P. Roberts, fide RHS). In Boston at Logan Airport they were
present throughout most of the month with a maximum single
day count of 18 recorded in late November (Norman Smith,
fide RHS). Scattered individuals were reported in other coastal
locations, mostly after mid month. It could be an interesting
winter for Snowy Owl. Stay tuned for further developments

A Burrowing Owl that was first discovered at Katama, Mar-
tha’s Vineyard, July 17 (P. Vickery) was still present until at
least early October and some fortunate observers were able to
record it and the tropicbird on the same visit. Long-eared Owls
are uncommon fall migrants with numbers varying widely
from year-to-year. This year three were found at Brier [, N S,
Oct. 11-13 (fide IAM) and four were at Lighthouse Pt., Conn,
Nov. 21. Other reports indicated it would be a poor winter for
the species. Likewise Short-eared owl reports were low except
for nine at a roost on Monomoy 1., Mass., Sept. 28 (BN) and s1x
on Nantucket 1., Mass., Sept. 18 {fide GWG), both breeding
locales. In Connecticut small numbers, one to three individuals,
were noted at several locations Oct. 15-20 (fide DV). The N
Saw-whet Owl is also a migrant in the Region but again reports
were few except for 20+ at Brier [, N.S., Oct. 12-13 { fide IAM)

The Com. Nighthawk migration is visible and consistent from
year-to-year. A coordinated watch in Massachusetts recorded
23,770 Aug. 20-Sept. 7 with nearly 16,000 observed Aug. 31—
Sept. 2. Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were sparsely reported
but at Lighthouse Pt., Conn., where a daily watch of migrants
was conducted, 158 hummingbirds were recorded in late Au-
gust and September with the peak occurring Sept. 5-13 and
the species last noted Oct. 16 (fide DV). An imm. Selasphorus,
almost certainly a Rufous, was present Aug. 27-29 at S. Well-
fleet, Mass. (D. Reynolds). This represents only the 5th record
for the species in the Region.

One of the highlights of the season was a Lewis’ Woodpecker
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discovered at Cow Head, Nfld, Aug 14 where it remained
until at least Sept. 11 (Dave Fiddler, m.ob.). This 1s only the
4th record for the Region. Few Red-headed Woodpeckers were
noted. Three were reported from Nova Scotia in October ( fide
IAM) and five were seen at Lighthouse Pt., Conn., Sept. 25—
Oct 31 (fide DV). Red-bellied Woodpeckers continue to grad-
ually become established in limited numbers in s. portions of
the Region. One was at Halifax, N.S., Nov. 5-30 (fide IAM)
and one at Cambridge Narrows, N.B., Nov. 2-6 (David Christie,
fide BD) represented a first provincial record. Yellow-bellied
Sapsuckers have a narrow migration window in late September
to early October and often seem to pass through virtually un-
noticed. Best count was of 15 at Block L., R.I., Oct. 4-5 (fide
DLE) with six at Plum I., Mass., Sept. 28 (fide GWG). Northern
Flickers are commonly encountered in numbers along coastal
beaches in fall but 500+ at Brier I, N.S., Sept. 27 (fide IAM)
was much better than an average high count.

FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS — Last season Olive-sided
Flycatchers staged a good flight but this year was poor. The
only reports of more than single individuals were three banded
at Appledore L, Me., Sept. 4 (DWH) and three at Martha’s
Vineyard, Mass., Sept. 9 (VL). Empidonax flycatchers are largely
ignored during fall unless they can be identified as Yellow-
bellied. At Bon Portage, N.S., Aug. 16-22 there were five Yel-
low-bellieds, eight Leasts, and 43 Alders. A second wave on
Sept 1 had 10 Alders and an amazing 300+ Least Flycatchers
(fide JSC). Banding totals for Appledore L., Me., Aug. 19-Sept.
14 1ncluded 37 “Traill’s,” 62 Leasts and 72 Yellow-bellied fly-
catchers with a maximum of 22 Yellow-bellieds banded Sept.
4 (DWH).

The W. Kingbird is a rare but regular fall migrant in the
Region but the timing of the appearances defies comprehen-
sion Early arrivals occurred at Appledore 1., Me., Aug. 20-21
(DWH) and Nantucket L., Mass., Aug. 27 (SAP). The monthly
regional totals were six in September, 20 in October and six
1in November with a peak count of three at Martha’s Vineyard,
Mass., Oct. 3 (P. Vickery). In some years they are prevalent in
September, almost totally lacking in October only to reappear
again in November. The typical fall migration of E. Kingbirds
failed to materialize. The best day at Digby, N.S., was Sept. 1
(fide JSC) and only 34 were tallied at Lighthouse Pt., Conn.,
Aug 19-Sept. 9 (fide DV).

The Scissor-tailed Flycatcher is, at best, a rare fall migrant.
This year one appeared at Campobello 1., N.B., Oct. 12 (CDD),
Eastport, Me., Oct. 21 and a remarkable two at Old Town, Me.,
Nov 6 where one remained until at least Nov. 10 (fide WT).
Yet another Scissor-tailed turned up on Nantucket I., Mass.,
Nov 9 (fide EA) where it remained to the end of the period
and was subsisting (in part) on winterberry (Ilex verticillata).

The Region’s small population of Purple Martins apparently
pulled out on time in late August and no late individuals were
seen In Nova Scotia, Tree Swallows had a poor breeding season
resulting in an early departure (fide JSC) and in Rhode Island
the flight was greatly reduced ( fide DLE). Few N. Rough-winged
Swallows lingered beyond mid-August and the only late in-
dividual was one at Napatree Pt., R.I., Sept. 27 (DLE). Cliff
Swallows depart in August and become lost in the hordes of
Tree Swallows. Fairly typical counts were ten at Napatree Pt.,
RT, Aug. 12 (fide DLE), eight in Halifax, Mass., Aug. 30 and
50 1n Norfolk, Mass., the same day (fide LET). Late reports
included a Cliff Swallow at Cape Tormentine, N.B., Oct. 14
(BD), four were at Cape Race, Nfld., Oct. 11 (BMt) and one was
seen during snow squalls at St. John's Oct. 31 (BMt). Barn
Swallows also depart early and are seldom seen in October
but almost invariably reverse migration occurs in early No-
vember and did again this year from Connecticut to Maine
totalling about ten individuals. Four were noted at Portland,
Me, Nov. (fide WT) and a very tardy individual was headed
N (") at Plum I., Mass., Nov. 29 (WRP).

CORVIDS THROUGH WRENS — Gray Jays were said to
become more visible in fall in Nova Scotia with six reports in
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October and five in November (fide JSC) There was a good
but not spectacular coastal flight of Blue Jays 1n Rhode Island
and Connecticut. On Sept. 27, 800 were at Sakonnet Pt., and
400 at Watch Hill, R.I. (fide DLE). At Lighthouse Pt., Conn,
27,239 were observed migrating Sept. 13-Oct. 30 with the peak
occurring Sept. 20-Oct. 7 (fide DV). Common Ravens have
now become firmly established in w. Massachusetts with 65
birds reported from 23 locations ( fide SK) although some may
have been duplicate reports.

The Eurasian Jackdaw continued on Nantucket 1., Mass ,
through November ( fide LET). Black-capped Chickadees were
migrating at Brier L., N.S., Oct. 11-12 when 250 were noted,
and at East Pt., P.E.L, Sept. 28 chickadees were very prevalent
with every 10th bird a Boreal Chickadee (BD). Beginning 1n
late October in Newfoundland flocks of 10-20+4 Boreal Chick-
adees were flying across roads and landing in deciduous trees
(BMt). At Pubnico Pt., N.S., Sept. 28, 30 Boreal Chickadees
were moving, and again in late October small numbers were
found in 2 locations { fide JSC). In areas s. of the breeding range
Boreals were particularly scarce with singles seen only 1n
Connecticut at Branford Oct. 19 and Groton Oct. 28 ( fide DV)
In Newfoundland Red-breasted Nuthatches were in normal
or slightly above-normal numbers. However, s. of there a major
movement was noted but was restricted almost entirely to the
coast. At Bon Portage, N.S., 220+ were observed Aug. 16-22
and at Brier L, they were “all over the place” Aug, 31-Sept
3. At Appledore 1., Me., 97 were banded with 30% of these
Aug. 31-Sept. 4 (DWH). At Block I, R.I,, 325 Red-breasted Nut-
hatches were found Oct. 4-5 (fide DLE). There were more
than 40 White-breasted Nuthatches in Nova Scotia during the
fall where it is considered a rare bird ( fide JSC). As a result of
mild winters the Carolina Wren population has been building
up in s. New England. A Bewick’s Wren, well seen and de-
scribed, was an extremely rare find at Chatham, Mass., Sept
14 (WB, CAG). Winter Wrens must have slipped through almost
unnoticed and none was reported from n. areas. A rare migrant
Sedge Wren was seen at Block I, R.L,, Sept. 19 (TK) for the only
report.

KINGLETS THROUGH SHRIKES — Golden-crowned
Kinglets enjoyed a good fall flight which commenced in late
September and 60 were observed at Brier I, N.S., Sept. 28 ( fide
JSC). In Maine they were considered common to abundant
during the fall (fide WT) and at Block L, R.I,, 200+ were found
Oct. 4-5 (fide DLE). Unlike the Red-breasted Nuthatch flight,
kinglets were found inland as well as along the coast but num-
bers there were considerably fewer. Ruby-crowned Kinglets
were also prevalent during the same period but on a consid-
erably lower order of magnitude.

Blue-gray Gnatcatchers occurred in normal numbers in s
areas but in n. areas where they do not breed they continued
to appear at late dates. A gnatcatcher appeared at Cape Spear,
Nfld., Sept. 14-Oct. 4 (BMt, CB), the 2nd record for P.E.L. oc-
curred at Souris Nov. 2 (BD) and three were present in Nova
Scotia Nov. 3-16 (fide JSC). At least five N. Wheatears graced
the Region at Cape Spear, Nfld., Oct. 11-14 (RB, BMt), at Port-
land, Me., Sept. 8 (fide WT), at Westport, Conn., Sept. 29-30
(fide DV), and at Plymouth and Wellfleet, Mass., Sept. 20
(fide LET).

Eastern Bluebirds received few comments. A § Mountain
Bluebird was discovered at Miquelon Nov. 4 (AD, fide RE)
where it remained for 2 or 3 days. This was only the 2nd re-
gional sighting. Thrushes continue to occur in alarmingly low
numbers. Banding totals for Appledore L., Me., Aug. 19-Sept
14 were 16 Veeries, eight Swainson’s and two Gray-cheeked
thrushes. At S.P.M. Gray-cheekeds were reported as more
conspicuous than usual Sept. 2-14 (RE) but otherwise thrushes
were unreported. However, Am. Robins were well reported
A heavy movement was noted at P.E.L, Oct. 25-26 (BD) and
on the latter date 1000 were observed at Petit Manan, N B
(CDD). An excellent migration occurred in Maine (fide WT)
and at Lighthouse Pt., Conn., the season total was 5859 with
peak occurring Oct. 16-20 (fide DV). Fewer Brown Thrashers
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seem to be reported each year In Nova Scotia they continue
scarce with “none 1n the usually certain spots” (fide JSC).

The first Water Pipits were rather early with eight seen at
Brier I, N.S., Aug. 29 (fide JSC). Then came a consistent re-
gionwide pattern of arrival the latter part of September with
a peak occurring in the latter one-half of October with several
counts totalling 100+ individuals. Two Bohemian Waxwings
seen at Port Saunders, Nfld., Aug. 1 (J. Zickefoose, fide BM)
suggested breeding but the Region’s first nesting occurred at
Mount Denson, N.S., when a nest with three young was found
July 20 (fide JSC). Six Bohemians appeared at Grand-Anse,
N B., Oct. 17 (Michel Gosselin) and in s.w. sections of the prov-
ince appeared in flocks of 50-100 in late October (fide BD).
The first large flock of Bohemians, 130 birds, appeared at St.
John's, Nfld., Nov. 23 (BMt) and in Nova Scotia 55 were at
Glace Bay Nov. 4, 50 in Pictou County Nov. 9 and 30 at Wolf-
ville Nov. 12 (fide JSC). The first Bohemians of the season were
at E. Machias, Me., Nov. 16 (fide WT). It appears another good
winter for the species is in the offing. Cedar Waxwings were
unusually numerous in all of e. Maine where 50+ were noted
daily during August (CDD). At Lighthouse Pt., Conn., 2691 Ce-
dar Waxwings were recorded migrating during the season with
peaks Sept. 13-15 and again Nov. 10 (fide DV).

A few N. Shrikes filtered into n. parts of the Region in October
and by the end of November fair numbers had appeared ex-
tending to s. New England where they are decidedly less com-
mon. There were five reports of the now rare Loggerhead
Shrike. In Connecticut one was at Hammonassett S.P. in mid-
August and another at Branford Oct. 3 (fide DV). One was at
Ninigret, R.I, Oct. 23 (fide DLE) and the two Massachusetts
reports were at Marshfield Sept. 2 (fide LET) and Chatham
Sept. 17 (WB).

VIREOS AND WARBLERS — A count of nine White-eyed
Vireos at Prudence I, R.I, Aug. 30 was most likely a post-
breeding concentration. Solitary Vireos passed through in un-
impressive numbers in late September and early October with
notably late individuals occurring at St. John’s, Nfld., Oct. 28—
Nov. 5 (D. Barton, fide BMt) and Seal I, N.S., Nov. 10 (fide
DAC). The Yellow-throated Vireo is a scarce migrant and is
reported in very small numbers. One observed at Appledore
I, Me., Sept. 2 (DWH) was only slightly unusual. Six Warbling
Vireos were banded at Appledore 1., Me. (DWH) and the only
Nova Scotia sighting was of one at Brier L., Sept. 28 ( fide DAC).
Philadelphia Vireos were seen in good numbers but are more
likely to be sought out and reported than others. Four were
seen in Nova Scotia Aug. 21-Sept. 15 (fide DAC) and 41 were
banded at Appledore L., Me., Sept. 1-14 (DWH). The Massa-
chusetts total for August and September was 34 including six
at Marblehead Sept. 4 (fide LET) and a like number at Plum
I, Sept. 24 (RHS). The Red-eyed Vireo is easily the most com-
mon migrant of this group as is amply illustrated by a total of
143 banded at Appledore 1., Me. (DWH). Very late individuals
occurred at Cape Spear, Nfld., Nov. 9 (RB) where it had been
present since Oct. 11 and at Halifax, N.S., Nov. 20 ( fide DAC).

It is exceedingly difficult to piece together the warbler mi-
gration from the bits and pieces reported. Most observers felt
there were few, if any, good waves yet some fortunate observers
fared quite well. If no major waves occur then reports generally
are lacking but any late appearance will be reported. Hence
the preponderance of late occurrences in this report. Good
numbers of resident warblers were noted moving at Gros
Morne N.P., Nfld,, for 2 days beginning Aug. 31 (BM). Blue-
winged Warblers observed at Cape Spear Sept. 15 and St. John’s,
Nfld., Sept. 24 (BMt) provided the 3rd and 4th provincial re-
cords. Five seen in Nova Scotia Aug. 17-31 was average and
11 were banded at Appledore 1., Me. (DWH). Golden-winged
Warblers have become very scarce in the Region as is reflected
1n the reports. At Appledore 1., Me., one was seen Aug. 27 and
another banded Sept. 7 (DWH) and in Massachusetts one was
banded at Manomet Aug. 20 (M.B.0O.) and one seen in Peabody
Sept. 19 (RSH).

60

Southern warblers were few Prothonotary Warblers were
noted only at Monhegan 1., Me., Sept. 15 (fide WT) and
Chatham, Mass., Aug. 21 (fide WB). On Aug. 29 both Kentucky
and Worm-eating warblers were banded at Appledore ., Me
(DWH). Two Kentucky Warblers were reported from Massa-
chusetts, one each in August and September. Nine Hooded
Warblers were seen in Rhode Island in August and September
and the only other Teport was of one at Chatham, Mass., Sept
6 (WB). Cerulean Warblers were noted in Massachusetts on
Nantucket I, Sept. 5 and Martha’s Vineyard Sept. 9 and one
was seen at Block I, R.L,, Sept. 19 (TK). Yellow-throated War-
blers were found at Nantucket 1., Mass., Aug. 22 (SAP), in
Chatham, Mass., Sept. 8 (WB) and remarkably another late
individual was discovered at St. John’s, Nfld., Nov. 17-19 (J
Maunders, fide BMt). Of the 7 provincial records for Yellow-
throated Warbler, six have been in November and/or De-

" cember.

Other late warblers found in St. John’s, Nfld., included a
Yellow Nov. 3-18, Prairie Nov. 17-19, two Black-and-whites,
and a Yellow-breasted Chat Nov. 18-23 ( fide BMt). Late war-
blers at Portland, Me., were a N. Parula Nov. 9, a Nashwville
Nov. 9-15, and a Tennessee Nov. 9 & 13 (Richard Eakin). Two
of the commonest migrant warblers were in low numbers
Yellow-rumped Warblers were “scarce” in Nova Scotia, the
best count being of 25 at Seal I, Oct. 16 (fide DAC) and at

Lighthouse Pt., Conn., they were in ‘“pitiful numbers” with

only 29 recorded Oct. 10-Nov. 29 (fide DV). Other observers
made similar comments. Nobody commented specifically on
the low numbers of Blackpoll Warblers but they were not ob-
vious in roaming flocks as usual.

Not all species were represented on the low side. Some of
the earlier migrating warblers put in solid appearances. Band-
ing totals at Appledore L., Me., Aug. 19-Sept. 14 were 195 Am
Redstarts, 140 N. Waterthrushes and 111 Cape May Warblers
of which 61 were banded Aug. 20-23 (DWH). An extraordinary
110 Magnolia Warblers were seen at Chatham, Mass., Sept 17
(WB) the same day good numbers were banded at Manomet
and on Nantucket I. Both Orange-crowned Warblers and Yel-
low-breasted Chats were reported in average numbers with
reports on chats most prevalent in September and Orange-
crowneds in October. The usual few Connecticut Warblers
were reported and three (two banded) were at Appledore I,
Me., Sept. 7-10 (DWH). In Connecticut they were “more com-
mon than usual” in late September-early October (fide DV)

TANAGERS THROUGH BLACKBIRDS — The only sig-
nificant report of a Scarlet Tanager was of a late individual
rather far n. at S.P.M., Oct. 5 (RE). Fifty-three Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks at Chatham, Mass., Sept. 17 (WB) was well above
expected totals. Blue Grosbeaks were very scarce with only 7
reports, the most unusual at Pubnico Pt., N.S., Oct. 24 (fide
DAC). Two late Indigo Buntings were at St. John’s, Nfld., Nov
1 and then again Nov. 8-12 (BMt) and at Hartlen’s Pt., NS,
Nov. 11 (fide DAC). About 35 Dickcissels were reported in the
Region spanning August to November with about one-half the
reports in October. October 1-7 five were flyovers in Guilford,
Conn. (fide DV) and three were at Lighthouse Pt., Oct 22
(fide DV).

American Tree Sparrows began filtering into the Region on
time in late October. Reports of Clay-colored Sparrow were
down. With one exception all were from coastal localities and
most were seen in October. A Field Sparrow at St. Peter’s Har-
bor, P.E.L, Nov. 2 (BD) furnished only the first fall record for
the province. Also in P.E.L, Vesper Sparrow is still a common
breeder, and, in late August flocks of 10-40 could be found 1n
suitable fields. However, s. of there the species is still an un-
usual, but not necessarily unexpected, find during migration
Lark Sparrow remains a rare migrant in the Region with a
preponderance of records in late August-early September. This
fall more than one-half the reports were from Nova Scotia
where three were found at Lower West Pubnico Aug. 31 and
two at Seal L, Sept. 2 (fide DAC). Sightings of Lark Bunting are
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always pleasant surprises in the Region This year there were
3 reports, all in Massachusetts, at Monomoy 1., Aug. 23 (BN),
at Martha’s Vineyard Sept. 14, and in Rockport Sept. 18 (fide
LET). The only Henslow’s Sparrow reported in the Region was
one at Bolton, Mass., Oct. 3 (ML, fide LET). Similarly there was
only one Le Conte’s Sparrow, that at Newburyport, Mass., Sept.
27 (RSH).

Seaside Sparrow is a very uncommon breeding resident in
coastal marshes. An optimal high tide at Plum L., Mass., the n.
himit of the species’ range, produced a surprising 17 Seaside
Sparrows Sept. 27 (RSH). Fox Sparrows were common in both
Newfoundland and S.P.M. in early September but scarce
thereafter. Farther s. migration peaked in mid-November but
was below average. Lincoln's Sparrows were reportedly fairly
numerous in early September in several locations but were
fewer than normal during the main migration period mid-Sep-
tember-mid-October. The White-crowned Sparrow migration
in the Region is either feast or famine, and this was a famine
year. First arrivals appeared on schedule at several locations
1n very late September but the highest count was of only five
at Block I, R.I, Oct. 4-5 (fide DLE). An ad. Harris’ Sparrow
visited a feeder on Nantucket I., Mass., Nov. 12-21 (EA).

Once again Lapland Longspur reports were few. Only 40
were reported from Nova Scotia during the season ( fide DAC)
and they were present throughout November at Monomoy L,
Mass., where the highest count was 10+ on Nov. 11 & 22 (BN).
Snow Buntings were well reported during the late fall with
many reports of flocks numbering in the hundreds. First ar-
rivals generally appeared in mid-October and the best count
was of 1000-1500 at S.P.M., Nov. 3 (AD). In Connecticut they
were commoner than normal. Migrant Bobolinks passing
Lighthouse Pt., Conn., during the season totalled 9812 with
the peak occurring Sept. 1 (fide DV). A more modest 300 were
at Ipswich, Mass., Aug. 30 (RAF). Yellow-headed Blackbirds
are rare but regular migrants in the Region with a preponder-
ance of records in a short period spanning late August and
early September. Of approximately ten reports this seéason,
one-half were found in October, the most unusual being a
female at S.P.M.,, Oct. 1 (AD, RE). Following close on the heels
of last fall’s first regional record, a Boat-tailed Grackle was at
Stratford, Conn., Nov. 20-23 (fide DV). Thirty N. Orioles at
Bon Portage, N.S., Aug. 30 (fide DAC) was an average count
during peak migration period and one at S.P.M., Oct. 3 (RE)
was rather late and far afield. An Orchard Oriole at Bon Por-
tage, N.S., Sept. 1 {fide DAC) was surprising and unique for
the Region as most of the breeding residents depart in July.

WINTER FINCHES — This group probably shows the
greatest variation in regional distribution of any which is con-
sistent with its notorious erratic wanderings. Pine Grosbeaks

were present 1n Newfoundland 1n fair numbers (BMt) and at
S.P.M. were regularly seen 1n small numbers during September
(fide RE). Small numbers began appearing at P.E.L. in early
November but no flight was evident (BD) and many small
groups were reported in Nova Scotia from Yarmouth to Cape
Breton in October and November (fide DAC). Purple Finches
appeared to be in n. sections in normal numbers. At Brier I,
N.S., Oct. 11-13, 100 Purple Finches were observed ( fide DAC)
and 41 were at Peabody, Mass., Sept. 26 (RSH). Red Crossbills
were present only in Newfoundland where they were in fair
numbers (fide BMt). Small scattered flocks of White-winged
Crossbills were present from Newfoundland to Nova Scotia
but s. of there were seen only in Connecticut where 20 were
observed at Lighthouse Pt., Nov. 21 (fide DV). Likewise, small
scattered flocks of Com. Redpolls were noted in the Maritime
Provinces late October through November and began appearing
in Maine by mid-November (fide WT). Then a large group of
700 invaded Cutler, Maine, Nov. 28 (CDD).

Numbers of Pine Siskins were observed moving overhead
beginning in October from Nova Scotia southward. At Brier
I, N.S., there were 400 Oct. 11-13 (fide DAC) and in Con-
necticut there were large numbers for a short period ( fide DV)
At Lighthouse Pt., 2932 were recorded, the first appearing Oct
11 with a peak Oct. 25. Most of these must have moved on
through as very few were observed in November. An excep-
tionally good Am. Goldfinch flight occurred at a few locations
One thousand were present at Brier L., N.S., Sept. 27-29 (fide
DAC) and at Grand Manan, N.B., 250 were seen Sept. 26 & 27
(CDD). At Lighthouse Pt., Conn., 11,000+ Am. Goldfinches were
recorded mid-August-November with a peak Oct. 1 (fide DV)
Evening Grosbeaks were present but no area had a great abun-
dance. In Maine they began arriving in greater numbers after
mid-October (fide WT) but s. of there they appeared only in
scattered small flocks overhead through November.

OBSERVERS AND CONTRIBUTORS — C.RX. Allen, Edith
Andrews, George N. Appell, Jim Berry, Chris Brown, R.G.B. Brown,
Roger Burrows, David Christie, David E. Clapp, J. Shirley Cohrs,
Harriett Corbett, Neil Currie, Brian Dalzell, Alain Desbrosse, Phyllis
R. Dobson, Charles D. Duncan, Dave L. Emerson, Roger Etcheberry,
Carl A. Goodrich, Clive Goodwin, George W. Gove, Bruce Hallett,
Richard S. Heil, David W. Holmes, Elspeth S. Johnson, Kyle jones,
Seth Kellogg, Timothy Koebel, Vernon Laux, Bruce Mactavish
(BMt), Blake Maybank, lan A. McLaren, Eric L. Mills, Blair Nikula,
Peter Payzant, Simon A. Perkins, Wayne R. Petersen, Noble Proc-
tor, Francis Spalding, Robert H. Stymeist, Chris Taylor, Lee E
Taylor, William Townsend, Dennis Varza, Jeff Wells. —RICHARD
A. FORSTER, Massachusetts Audubon Society, Lincoln, Mass.
01773.

QUEBEC REGION

Richard Yank, Yves Aubry, and Michel Gosselin

F ollowing a cool and wet summer, rainfall continued
above average across the province in August and Sep-
tember, accompanied by below-normal temperatures in
most areas. Cold weather persisted during October although
precipitation levels moderated somewhat. November was
even colder, with temperatures ranging from 2°C below
normal in the south to 6°C below normal in the north.
Again this fall, high water levels in the Upper St. Lawrence
greatly reduced available shorebird habitat in western
Quebec.
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LOONS THROUGH WATERFOWL — Seldom observed
in overland migration, 27 Red-throated Loons paused on L
Osisko, Témiscamingue Co., Nov. 2 (JL). A Sooty Shearwater,
rare in the St. Lawrence Estuary, was seen from the Trois-
Pistoles ferry Aug. 31 (JPO). Manx Shearwaters have entered
the Estuary in unprecedented numbers during the last 2 years,
this fall, 4 sightings of one to two birds were made from the
Trois-Pistoles and Matane ferry crossings about Aug. 25-Sept
3 (CGo, KB, TF, JPO, MGo, ML). Also unusual were single Wil-
son’s Storm-Petrels reported off Trois-Pistoles Sept. 14 (YA,
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ND) and Pointe-au-Pére Oct. 24 (GG, DR). Immature Great
Cormorants were out-of-range at the latter location Sept. 6
(YG), off the Matane ferry Oct. 12 (I], MGa) and at Saint-Ro-
muald-d’Etchemin Nov. 13-28 (AGu et al.). Southern waders
were scarce and limited to a Great Egret at Sainte-Anne-de-
la-Pérade Sept. 5 & 6 (CL) and a Glossy Ibis on I. aux Fermiers
Aug. 8 (FB, GD).

This spring’s record-high Canadian Wildlife Service census
of 300,000+ Greater Snow Geese was followed by the lowest
reproductive success rate since 1974, judging by the lack of
juveniles (<3%]) in southbound flocks this fall (AR).

S.A.
The presence of a blue Ross’ Goose at Cap Tourmente
Oct. 20-23 (TW, SLe) was certainly one of the outstand-
ing events of the season. First described in 1979, this
exceedingly rare morph of the Ross’ Goose has never
before been recorded in the East. Ross’ Geese have been
known to exhibit dark and light morphs in the downy
plumage, but it is apparently not until recently that di-
morphism has gained access to the adult plumage, pos-
sibly triggered by the backcrossing of Ross’ Geese with
hybrid Blue X Ross’ Geese. The emergence of dark birds
among populations of Ross’ and Greater Snow geese,
along with their increase among Lesser Snow Geese, de-
serves to be monitored closely [taking great care to dis-
tinguish them from hybrids, see Auk 96:544-550). The
predominantly white coloration of the North American
Chen geese may well have been an adaptation mainly
suited to their environment during the last glacial period,
and they may now be slowly reverting back to a darker
plumage.

A Wood Duck was present at Sept-Iles Oct. 27 (SLv); this
species has been found with increased frequency along the
North Shore in recent years. Two Green-winged Teal at Inuk-
juak Sept. 5 (GB) were n. of their breeding range, and worthy
of mention were an Eur. Wigeon at Cacouna Sept. 17 (GG, JPO)
and lone Redheads at Bergeronnes Aug. 31-Sept. 1 (AB) and
Pabos Sept. 13 (PPo).

RAPTORS THROUGH SHOREBIRDS — A Turkey Vul-
ture wandered to Blanc-Sablon Aug. 3 (WW), providing the
Region’s most northerly record, while a roost discovered at L.
Memphremagog harbored a maximum of 56 birds Sept. 19 [ fide
PL). Montreal hawkwatchers (MM, BB) tallied 98 Ospreys, 612
Sharp-shinned Hawks, and 79 Rough-legged Hawks—record-
high totals after 11 years of observation. Three Gyrfalcons
reached s. Quebec in November: at La Baie (GSa, CC), Saint-
Charles-de-Bellechasse (RL), and Saint-Romuald-d’Etchemin
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(AGu et al.). A Gray Partridge at Sillery Nov. 30 (JPO, ML)
added to recent sightings from the Quebec City area. An imm.
Purple Gallinule found dead at Bonaventure Oct. 20
(*N.M.N.S.) provided Quebec’s 7th record. Migrating Sandhill
Cranes were spotted at Baie-d’Urfé Aug. 26 (MM]) and Philips-
burg Sept. 27 (MA et al.); unprecedented numbers were en-
countered in Abitibi County, with 22 at Val-Senneville for
about one week in mid-September ( fide SG) and scattered re-
ports of one to three individuals from 5 other sites in the area
Aug. 15-Oct. 5.

A Willet strayed to Godbout Oct. 21 (TW) and an impressive
flock of 300-400 southbound Whimbrels passed over the w.
tip of Montreal 1., Sept. 2 (MM). Hudsonian Godwits also made
a good showing with a total of 27 birds found w. of Trois-
Pistoles, and a Marbled Godwit reached Saint-Germain-de-
Kamouraska Aug. 23 (JPO, ML). A juv. Western Sandpiper was
studied at Montmagny Sept. 6 (MGo, ND, RY, EK], while a very
late Baird’s Sandpiper lingered at Pointe-au-Pére Nov. 1 (GG,
DR). A moulting ad. Curlew Sandpiper, only the Region’s 3rd,
was an exciting find at Sainte-Anne-de-Portneuf Aug. 9 (GC,
AP, SM, RGi); it is therefore worth mentioning a possible win-
ter-plumaged bird at the same location Oct. 14 (MGa, RGo)
and two more encountered at New Richmond QOct. 22 (TW]—
both reports submitted by careful observers unable to study
the birds in complete detail. A 8 Ruff was described at Grosse-
Ile Aug. 20-21 (PPe) and Pt. Betsiamites produced a female
Oct. 13 (I], MGa, RGo). An imm. Long-billed Dowitcher was
noted at Pointe-au-Pére Sept. 29 (YG et al.) and again Oct. 11-
12 [MGa, IJ, RGo)—like the W. Sandpiper, this is-a rare but
regular migrant in the area.

JAEGERS THROUGH WOODPECKERS — The only jae-
ger detected in the Upper St. Lawrence R. was an ad. Parasitic
on L. Saint-Pierre Sept. 20 (DJa). The Long-tailed Jaeger, our
rarest jaeger, occurs each fall in the St. Lawrence Estuary,
where 4 sightings of one to two birds were made Aug. 8-Sept.
14. Rarer larids included a Laughing Gull at Cacouna Sept. 14
(JPO, ML) and a Franklin’s Gull at Hull Sept. 4 (DD). Notable
were a 2nd-year Little Gull at Blanc-Sablon Aug. 15 (BM, DF,
JE) and two at Pabos Aug. 30 (PPo)—there exist relatively few
records of this species in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. No longer
unexpected were single Com. Black-headed Gulls at Trois-
Pistoles Aug. 15 [JPQ)}, Barachois Aug. 24 (PPo), and Rimouski
Sept. 1 (GG, DR). Our first records of Thayer’s Gull from e. of
the Saguenay R. were apparently provided by an adult at Hau-
terive Nov. 18 (GC) and a first-winter bird at Rimouski Nov.
26 (GG, DR). Four Lesser Black-backed Gulls were found this
season: adults returned to Boischatel (fide CV) and Kirkland
{MM, m.ob.), where they were present last fall, another adult
turned up at Saint-Gédéon (MSa, CGi), and a 3rd-year im-
mature was at Montmagny (JH, CV). Sabine’s Gulls can also
be found each fall in the Estuary, and four birds (two adults,
two immatures) were seen there Sept. 7-Oct. 12.

A Caspian Tern at Cacouna Aug, 3 (JPO) and two at Rimouski
Aug. 21 (GG) were locally rare, while an Arctic Tern, not often
seen in fall migration, was at Saint-Nicolas Aug. 30 (LM). A
Forster’s Tern seen from the Trois-Pistoles ferry Sept. 14 (JPO,
ML) and an imm. Black Tern at L’Isle-Verte Aug. 30 (JPO,
MGo) were both exceptional finds for the Lower St. Lawrence.
A Razorbill present at Saint-Vallier Sept. 28 (LM) and an imm.
Black Guillemot at Quebec City Aug. 2 (CV, AGo) were both
farther w. than usual on the St. Lawrence.

An early Snowy Owl at Pointe-au-Pére Sept. 1 (YG) presaged
a better-than-average late fall movement into s. Quebec, and
N. Hawk-Owls appeared at Falardeau Nov. 20 (GSa) and Cap
Tourmente Nov. 25-28 (LM et al.). Three Short-eared Owls at
Inukjuak Sept. 22 (GB) were n. of their usual range, and only
one Boreal Owl showed up, at Charlesbourg Nov. 24 (JG). A
late Whip-poor-will was still calling near Péribonka in late
September (fide MSi). Red-bellied Woodpeckers were found
at Hudson Oct. 26-Nov. 5 (6—PB, m.ob.), Chicoutimi Nov. 21+
(9—RI et al.}, and Buckingham Nov. 29 (MD); while this species
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was recorded only 12 times 1n the province prior to 1985, the
past 2 years have produced 6 records. A 8 Three-toed Wood-
pecker observed at Pointe de I’Est Oct. 14 (MGo, EK) repre-
sented one of the few records for this species in the Made-
lewne Is.

SWALLOWS THROUGH FINCHES — Rare in November,
a Barn Swallow was still at Cacouna Nov. 9 (JPO). Gray Jays
were widely reported outside their boreal forest haunts. The
most unusual sighting was of one on Brion L, Oct. 15 (PF), as
the species is a rare winter visitor in the Madeleine Is. A Tufted
Titmouse delighted observers at Philipsburg Sept. 27 (GMo et
al) and the Carolina Wren made its best showing in recent
years with singles at Philipsburg (RPr), Saint-Bruno-de-Mon-
tarville (fide ND), Boucherville (FB), I. des Soeurs (GD), Pierre-
fonds (YP, m.ob.), and Lac-Beauport (RB) during the period. A
flock of 26 E. Bluebirds at Neuville Sept. 28 (PO, GMe) followed
another successful year for this species in the n. part of its
range, and a N. Mockingbird was noteworthy at Godbout Oct.
21 (TW). For the 2nd consecutive year, Bohemian Waxwings
were common in many areas, including 360 at Chicoutimi Nov.
13 (MSa) and 450 at Rimouski Nov. 15 (GG, DR). A Golden-
winged Warbler at Boischatel Oct. 10 (CS) was our latest ever,
a Pine Warbler at a Chandler feeder Nov. 15-23 (HB) repre-
sented only the 2nd record from the Gaspé Pen., and an Am.
Redstart was quite late at Senneville Nov. 2 (RC).

The province’s 6th and 7th Western Tanagers, the first since
1973, were ?-plumaged birds at Westmount Aug. 31 (GSe) and
Cap Tourmente Oct. 3 (JPO, RB). Northern Cardinals, still rare
in the Quebec City area, included a female at Charlesbourg
Nov 11-21 (RL) and a male at Beaupré Nov. 17-20 (SLb). A
Dickcissel was identified by its distinctive call as it flew over
Pt aux Outardes Oct. 13 (RGo, IJ], MGa) and another (possibly
the same?) stopped at nearby Hauterive Oct. 13-18 (JB). Ex-
tralimital sparrows included a Rufous-sided Towhee at Baie-
Comeau Nov. 6-30 (LG, GC), a Clay-colored at Cap Tourmente
Oct 7 (FG, JPO), and single Field Sparrows at Rimouski Nov,
5 (GG) and Baie-Comeau Nov. 16-18 (GC). Two ad. Lark Spar-
rows at Sainte-Sophie-de-Mégantic Aug. 11 (DJu) brought to
12 the number of Quebec sightings. Two recently-fledged
young accompanied a pair of House Finches at Riviére-du-
Loup Aug. 15 (YT), suggesting local breeding. A 8 Eur. Goldfinch
visited a feeder in Saint-Léonard, Montreal I., Aug. 23 (JGM).

Evening Grosbeaks invaded s Quebec in August, earlier than
normal, but most had moved on by the latter one-half of the
season.

S.A.

Another chapter in the saga of the Eurasian Jackdaw
came to light when RE found a story written by the chief
engineer of a French freighter, in a magazine published
in France (Ca m’intéresse 61:37, 1986). The engineer re-
lates that in October 1984, when sailing from Dunkerque
to Port-Cartier, his ship was invaded by hundreds of
jackdaws, lost at sea off southern England. The birds
stayed with the boat and accepted food handed out by
the crew. Off Newfoundland, they were decimated by
cold winds and storms. Some of them took refuge inside
the ship and, upon reaching Port-Cartier, the remaining
30-50 jackdaws left. A year later, dead bodies of jack-
daws were still being found in hidden corners of the
ship. The timing of this incident suggests that the jack-
daws reported from Port-Cartier in November 1984 (see
AB 39:149) were survivors of this crossing.

CONTRIBUTORS AND OBSERVERS — M. Ainley, Y. Aubry,
P. Bannon, B. Barnhurst, J. Bérubé, K. Blanchard, F. Blouin, A
Bouchard, G. Bouchard, R. Boucher, H. Briand, R. Carswell, C.
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J. Lapointe, S. Lavigne (SLv), C. Lemay, R. Lepage, S. Lévesque
(SLe), S. Martin, J-G Matte, B. Maybank, M. McIntosh, G. Ménard
(GMe), L. Messely, G. Montgomery (GMo), P. Otis, ]J-P Ouellet, A
Pelletier, R. Pelletier (RP1), P. Perreault (PPe), R. Perreault (RPr),
P. Poulin (PPo), Y. Prénovost, A. Reid, D. Ruest, G. Savard (GSa),
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HUDSON-DELAWARE REGION

Robert O. Paxton, William J. Boyle, Jr.,
and David A. Cutler

igration started off with a bang. Precocious cold

fronts brought down a lot of passerine migrants in
August. Blicharz found eighteen species of warblers-in the
Princeton Woods between August 24 and the end of the
month, and Crossley and Dowdell found over 23 species
of warblers, including early Blackpolls and Cape Mays, at
Higbee’s Beach, Cape May, August 25. Maurer was at Cape
May at midday August 28 when a cold front came through,
stopping the morning’s southeast winds and rain. “Shore
birds began to drop into South Cape May Meadows, stayed
for five minutes or less, and then flew off.” He saw about
200 waders of 21 species in the Meadows that afternoon.
In the next morning’s northwest winds, 150 Northern Ori-
oles were at Higbee’s Beach, and 2300 Eastern Kingbirds
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and 3000 Bobolinks, among many other diurnal migrants,
passed the hawk watch at Cape May Point (FN).

Hurricane Charley passed up the coast on August 18, but
this weak storm veered out to sea after brushing the Vir-
ginia coast. The main effects were Cory’s Shearwaters,
Wilson’s Storm-Petrels, and terns on shore, and an errant
Franklin’s Gull.

Following these tempestuous beginnings, September and
October brought calmer weather and, some thought, dull
birding. Even so, there were notable dawn rushes at Hig-
bee’s Beach on September 7 (5000-6000 passerines between
6:30 and 9 a.m., including 27 species of warblers, JDo), Sep-
tember 9 (20 species of warblers), and October 16. Novem-
ber brought record cold. Following a strong cold front on
November 10, thousands of American Goldfinches and
House Finches, hundreds of Pine Siskins, and a couple of
Redpolls were moving north along the beach north of Cape
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May into a northwest wind (RDB). At dawn on November
14 the thermometer fell to record lows of 21 in Newark
and 15 in Atlantic City.

ABBREVIATIONS — Bombay Hook = Bombay Hook Nat’l
Wildlife Ref., near Smyrna, Del.; Brig = Brigantine Unit, Edward
B. Forsythe Nat’l Wildlife Ref., Atlantic Co., N.J.; Green Lane
= Green Lane Reservoir, Montgomery Co., Pa.; . B.W.R. = Jamaica
Bay Wildlife Ref., New York City; L.I. = Long [sland, N.Y.; Tinicum
= Tinicum Nat'l Recreation Center, Philadelphia. Place names in
italics are counties.

LOONS THROUGH IBISES — Single Red-throated Loons,
far rarer inland than Com. Loons, were at Muddy Run, Dru-
more, Lancaster, Pa., Oct. 30 (RMS], over the Baer Rocks, Le-
high, Pa., hawk watch Nov. 20 (KKr), and at Cedar Grove Res.,
Essex, N.J., Nov. 28 (D. Oster). Along the coast 14,620 loons,
90% of them Red-throated, passed Avalon, Cape May, N.]., in
50 hours of coast-watching in late October and early November
(DWa). Qutstanding was a Pacific Loon discovered Aug. 4 at
Tuckerton, Ocean, N.J. (M. Gochfeld, m.ob.). Apparently unable
to fly, perhaps because of molt, it was seen by many observers
over 3 weeks.

In addition to the usual half-dozen Red-necked Grebes on
the coast, one was weather-grounded at Maiden Creek, L. On-
telaunee, Berks, Pa., Nov. 2 (BSt). Three Eared Grebes were
found: ].B.W.R,, through September (JR, K & SF, MC, FF), Brig
Sept. 1 (W]B, REM], and near Barnegat Light, Ocean, N.J., Nov.
4 (AG).

Cory's Shearwaters and Wilson'’s Storm-Petrels were onshore
on Long Island after Hurricane Charley, Aug. 18 [A]L, P. Buck-
ley), and one Wilson’s Storm-Petrel was flying up the Hudson
R. at Piermont Pier, Rockland, N.Y., that day ({PDe), for the
first river record since 1933 (R. Deed).

An imm. N. Gannet injured at a small pond near Pough-
keepsie, N.Y., Oct. 27 {m.ob., ph. ]. Key) furnished the 2nd
Dutchess record, and recalled a similar inland grounding in
New Jersey last fall. Ward counted 11,000 southbound past
Avalon, N.J., in 37 hours in late October and November. An
Am. White Pelican was around Cape May Sept. 23-Qct. 6 (CS,
D. Sibley). The last summering Brown Pelicans were seen there
in mid-August. An “explosion” (DH]) of inland records of Dou-
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ble-crested Cormorants brought 11 to York-Lancaster, Pa. (DH],
one to Green Lane Sept. 6-Oct. 4 (GLF), and 38 over Allentown
Sept. 20 (F. Brock). Ward counted 4130 passing Avalon in an
hour and a half Oct. 8.

Low water at several prime coastal spots favored prodigious
assemblages of herons. The most notable counts were of 175+
Great Blue Herons at Tinicum Sept. 13 (JCM), and 800 Great
Egrets with 2000 Snowy Egrets at Brig Sept. 3 (PL). The 15th
annual count at Rookery Island, Washington Boro, Lancaster,
Pa., found nine species of herons Aug. 6, led by 4598 Cattle
Egrets, and including one Tricolored Heron and, once again,
an imm. White Ibis (RMS). The Region’s only other White Ibis
reported was a much rarer adult at Brig Sept. 3 (I8, H. Wallum).
A White-faced Ibis was diagnostically photographed at Brig
Aug. 2-3 (ph. S. LaFrance, B & NM), for the 6th Regional oc-
currence since the first was found there in 1977.

WATERFOWL — Five Greater White-fronted Geese were
reported, up totwo in Dutchess, N.Y. (P. & T. Haight, M. Yegella,
D. Fleury), one at Mecox Bay, L.I., Nov. 2 (K & SF, MC]), and
two with about one thousand Canadas at Strawbridge L.,
Moorestown, N.]., Nov. 17-18 {JGo, BMo). All were believed
to be of the Greenland race. The fall build-up of Snow Geese
at Bombay Hook reached a record 72,000, about 20,000 more
than usual, by plane count Oct. 22 (fide APE). There were
very few young among them, suggesting a poor breeding year
in the arctic (DAC). One or two Ross’ Geese, a species probably
overlooked in this Region before eastern records began to ac-
cumulate, were studied among the Snows at Brig Oct. 5-11
(MG, REM, B & NM), as well as one at Bombay Hook Nov. 4-
8 (B. Sehl, tA. & J. White). A Brant was unusual far inland at
Strawbridge L., Moorestown, N.J., Nov. 17 (JGo). But since Brant
are regularly observed from inland hawk watches, it is odd
that more are not grounded inland. Peak ridge counts of Brant
this fall came on Oct. 30, when 2000 passed over Raccoon
Ridge, Warren, N.]. (FPW), and 220 over Baer Rocks, Lehigh,
Pa. (KKr). Two Barnacle Geese, of unknown provenance, ar-
rived at Brig with an influx of Snow Geese Oct. 3 and were
observed by many thereafter (REM, B & NM, RG).

Seven Eur. Wigeon on Long Island and two, possibly three,
at Cape May were about par. Common Eiders reached a healthy
60 at Montauk Pt., Nov. 29 (MC, K & SF}, five at Avalon Nov.
15 (DWa), and seven at N. Cape May Nov. 23-30 (KB, AB, KS).
In addition to six King Eiders at Montauk and one at Shin-
necock Inlet, L.I., Nov. 29 [MC, K & SF), singles were as far
south as Stone Harbor Nov. 1 (B & NM} and Cape May Nov.
29-30 (KB). In addition to the usual few Harlequin Ducks on
e. Long Island, four reached coastal New Jersey (fide PBa). Dry
weather in October produced few interior groundings of diving
ducks. The best inland count of Oldsquaws was of 30 at Cul-
ver’s L., Sussex, N.J. {F. Tetlow), while 100 at Chelsea, Dutchess,
N.Y. [EP, M. VanWagner, F. Germond), was a notable Hudson
R. count. The best Black Scoter count was of 17 at Harvey’s
Lake, Luzerne, Pa., Oct. 24 (WR). Two White-winged Scoters
at Blue Marsh L., Bucks, Pa., Oct. 26 (BSt) furnished the only
inland report. Rarest inland, as usual, was one Surf Scoter at
Cedar Grove Res., Essex, N.]J., Nov. 28 (D. Oster).

RAPTORS — A Black Vulture at Nysox, Bradford, Sept. 28
furnished the first record known to us from the n. tier counties
of Pennsylvania (WR). Two around Mt. Peter, s. Orange, N.Y.,
in September were not migrants (AM, ]JC).

It was a “great year” at Hawk Mt., Pa. (LG), and good at most
hawk watches. Osprey counts reached all-time record levels
at almost every site. Hawk Mt.’s 798 was the most in 52 years
(LG), and Upper Montclair’s 839 and Cape May’s 3438 were
also records (FNJ). One Osprey came aboard a fishing boat 50
mi off Cape May Oct. 27 (fide PS). A single Mississippi Kite
turned up at Cape May Aug. 30 (RC), as in most falls since
1980. Bald Eagles had a very encouraging fall migration. It is
impossible to summarize the widespread single observations,
but 51 at Hawk Mt. were the most since 1956 (LG), and 18 at
Montclair and 55 at Cape May hawk watches were also records.
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Nineteen passed through lower Westchester, NY , from late
August through September ( fide TWB}. Northern Harriers were
not quite up to recent high levels. Fifteen that passed high
over the Cape May Point hawk watch at dawn following a cold
front Oct. 16 may have been migrating at night (FN). The long
Accipiter climb may be levelling off. Cape May’s 28,980 Sharp-
shinned Hawks were the fewest in 10 years, but the ridges did
better. Hawk Mt.’s 9239 Sharp-shinned Hawks were above the
10-year average (LG) and Mt. Peter’s 2440 set a record
(AM, JC).

After dribbling through for several falls, Broad-winged
Hawks formed a memorable concentration unusually early
and close to the coast. On Sept. 14, 30,535 over the Greenwich,
Ct, Audubon Center passed into adjacent Westchester, N.Y.,
followed by an echo 13,057 at Butler Sanctuary the next day
(TWB). The same 2 days brought 17,000 and 13,000 over Upper
Montclair, and thousands over the Princeton Woods ( fide 1B,
RJB). The main inland passage of Broad-winged Hawks came
later, on Sept. 20 (e.g., 3194 at Hawk Mt., 2000+ at Bake Oven
Knob, and 2380 at Baer Rocks, Lehigh, Pa.). Remarkably late
flights brought 1700 over Baer Rocks Sept. 29 (KKr) and 1500
over Raccoon Ridge Sept. 30 (FPW). The coastal passage was
even more protracted. An early 54 passed Cape May Aug. 25
(CS, DWi), and an extraordinary 2986 there Oct. 2 helped make
up an astounding 12,000-hawk day at the Point (FN). Five
Swainson’s Hawks passed Cape May (Sept. 9, 13, 16, & 22, and
Oct 20, FN), and one was at Bake Oven Knob Sept. 11 (R.
Bardman). Red-tailed Hawks also did better on the coast than
inland, with a record 3375 at Cape May but-a mediocre 3269
at Hawk Mountain. Rough-legged Hawks were mostly low,
except for a healthy 10 at Baer Rocks (KKr).

Golden Eagles put on a good show over the inland ridges
when cold weather came in November. Although Hawk Mt.’s
total of 44 broke no records, record daily highs of five passed
on Nov. 10 & 19. Upper Montclair had a record five, and Orange,
NY, a record seven (fide JPT). The coast did well too, 16 at
Cape May tying the record. Good finds away from the hawk
watches included one at Berwick, Pa., Nov. 6 (D. Gross) and
one feeding on a deer carcass at Fishkill, Dutchess, N.Y., Nov.
21-26 (fide EP).

American Kestrels seem to be pulling out of their slump.
Coastal counts were generally above the lows of recent years
(e g, 12,415 at Cape May), but 455 at Hawk Mt., while a slight
improvement, was still below the 10-year average (LG). Merlins
continue to increase. Coastally, Fire Island’s total climbed to
a new record for the 2nd year in a row, with 1087 (DP), and
Cape May’s 2449 came in just under last year’s record. Few
Merlins use the ridges, but Hawk Mt.’s 78 set a 52-year record
(LG), and Upper Montclair’s 23 was also the most ever there.
One Merlin was found 35 mi off the Delaware coast Sept. 21
(APE). Cape May’s 615 Peregrine Falcons were well above any
figure since the new hawk watch was established in 1975,
with a historic peak of 140 on the big day of Oct. 2 (FN). Several
Greenland-banded birds were retrapped there. At Hawk Mt.,
24 Peregrines were more than the 10-year average, and 17 set
a record at Mt. Peter. At ].B.W.R. on Sept. 30, an ad. ? Peregrine
killed and ate an imm. & Sharp-shinned Hawk that had rashly
stooped at her (TL). A gray-phase Gyrfalcon tangled with a
perceptibly smaller Red-tailed Hawk over the Cape May hawk
watch Oct. 31 (fFN), and another was reported from Fire Island,
L1, Sept. 29 (J. Holman).

RAILS THROUGH SHOREBIRDS — A Yellow Rail was

picked up injured and taken to a rehabilitation center on L.L,
Sept. 24 (fide TWB). A Black Rail came into view under the
Cape May hawk watch Sept. 15 (FN). A color-banded Sandhill
Crane was around Cape May much of the fall (CS, KB, m.ob.)
and another on a farm near Woodstown, Salem, N.J., since
June 10 was still present in late September ( fide JKM]). A 3rd
appeared briefly on the Susquehanna R. at Harrisburg Oct. 19
(G Wertz, m.ob.).
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Massive shorebird concentrations of 5000-6000 built up 1n
August at Bombay Hook, where both Raymond and Shearness
Pools were drained, and other locations with low water levels
such as Tinicum, Green Lane, and Spruce Run Res., Hunterdon,
N.J., had excellent shorebirding. These local hotspots might
give a deceptive impression, however, for Morris’ careful aging
of shorebirds at J.B.W.R. showed late arrivals and low propor-
tions of juveniles, suggesting a poor nesting season in the arctic
(AM). Lesser Golden-Plovers were patchily abundant, low 1in
Delaware and in the Hudson Valley, but up to 152 near Sharp-
town, Salem, N.J., Sept. 11 (E. Manners) and 200 on a sod farm
near Allentown, Monmouth, N.J., Sept. 6 (L. Larson). All else
paled beside a flock that built to 1500 by Sept. 3 on a sod farm
newly transformed from potato fields at Cutchogue, L.I. (PBe,
A. Dove, P. Gillen). A remarkably late Wilson’s Plover was
described from Brig Oct. 14 (P. Hoppin). Local beach-breeding
plovers usually leave early, and the 42 Piping Plovers gathered
at Corson’s Inlet, N.J., Aug. 14 (REM) could have represented
one-tenth of the n.e. breeding population.

Black-necked Stilts built to 20 in Delaware by Aug. 9 (BMo),
and post-breeding Am. Avocets at Bombay Hook and Little
Creek reached an exceptional 300 (CS, ROP). Up to three avo-
cets at Brig through the fall (REM, B & NM) marked their
northern limit this time. A count of 850 Greater Yellowlegs at
Brig Nov. 5 (REM) was worth recording. A Willet on the Co-
nejohela Flats, Washington Boro, Aug. 3 (EW, TG) provided
only the 2nd Lancaster, Pa., record; it may have been a western
migrant. Upland Sandpiper concentrations were not very en-
couraging. Except for 35 at Cutchogue, L.I., Aug. 24 (PBe) and
32 at St. Charles cemetery, near Farmingdale, L.I., Aug. 5 (AJL),
the best counts known to us were of a poor 13 at the Columbus
sod farm, Burlington, N.J., Aug. 23 (J. LaVia), and 12 at the
Philadelphia airport Aug. 19 (JCM). Since Whimbrels are rarely
grounded inland, 30 passing east across Scott’s Mt., Warren,
N.J., Sept. 7 (GH, J. Ebner) made a fine sight.

It was a very good godwit season. An estimated 24 Hudson-
ians passed through Tinicum during the season, with a max-
imum of seven Oct. 20 (JCM); the largest assemblages were of
12 on the Line Islands, L.I., Aug. 24 (AJL), and an astonishing
22 at Bombay Hook Sept. 23 (KKa). Exceptional inland were
three at Green Lane (GLF, GAF, m.ob., ph.) and one at Spruce
Run (JDeM). A great concentration of shorebirds at Zach’s Bay,
Jones Beach S.P., L.L, in early November, mostly Dunlins and
Black-bellied Plovers, included at least four Hudsonian and
nine Marbled godwits. Inland, two Marbled Godwits were at
Middle Creek W.M.A., Lancaster, Pa., Aug. 17 (SS), and West-
chester, N.Y.’s first remained at Rye Aug. 26-Sept. 13 (TWB,
m.ob.). Among the rarer shorebirds inland were a Ruddy
Turnstone at L. Marburg, York, Pa., Sept. 27-28, only the 2nd
there in 8 years (DH), two Red Knots at Tinicum Aug. 31 (JCM)
and one at Green Lane Oct. 31 (RG), and rather widespread
Sanderlings, including five at Leaser L., Sept. 5, for the 2nd
Lehigh, Pa., record (BLM), two at Green Lane Oct. 28 (RG), two
at Tinicum Sept. 1-2 (BSt, B & NM), and one at Pittston, Luz-
erne, Pa., Aug. 29 (WR).

A juv. Little Stint at south Cape May Meadows August 28
was impeccably described (fREM, DWi, R. Dorrance). Condi-
tions were favorable for White-rumped Sandpipers; the best
coastal count was of 80 at Cape May Sept. 4 (PL), and the best
inland an amazing 64 Sept. 9 at Spruce Run (E. Patten). It was
also a good fall for Baird's Sandpipers. In addition to widespread
singles and reports of two or three from Brig (B & NM, REM),
Green Lane (GLF, GAF), Tinicum (JCM), Spruce Run (GH),
and Long Arm Res., York (DH), four were at L. Marburg, York,
Sept. 28 (DH) and a remarkable nine were at Sagaponack Pond,
L.L, Sept. 20-21 (HMcG, R. Kelly). Exceptionally 90+ Dunlins
were inland at Green Lane Nov. 9 (GLF), and one was at Pitts-
ton, Luzerne, Pa., Sept. 19 (WR).

Curlew Sandpipers were the lowest in years, with only a
couple of reports. Stilt Sandpipers were in good numbers. The
best coastal counts were of 120 at south Cape May Meadows
Sept. 4 (RC) and 100 at Bombay Hook Aug. 4 (CS), and the best
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i S 1 s
Juvenile Ruff at Tinicum refuge, Philadelphia, Pa., October 1986.
Photo/Franklin C. Haas.

inland count a record 17 at Long Arm Res., York, Pa., Aug. 21
(DH). Buff-breasted Sandpipers were all but nonexistent. Ruffs
were low as well, the only multiple count being of two at Bom-
bay Hook Oct. 11 (PH). The status of Long-billed Dowitchers
needs careful study in our Region, with particular care given
to possible confusion with hendersoni Short-billed Dowitchers.
This fall, they seem to have been unusually numerous at Bom-
bay Hook, with counts of over a hundred Sept. 6 [(all adults,
PL) and Sept. 28 (MVB, GKH). Two immatures were carefully
studied at Green Lane Sept. 28-30 and Oct. 19-20 [GAF,
GLF, m.ob.).

A remarkable 50 Wilson's Phalaropes were at Dutch Neck
Road, Delaware City, Del., Aug. 23 (PH]. But they were not
particularly numerous in the usual coastal lagoons, and inland
records were limited to singles at Middle Creek W.M.A., Lan-
caster-Lebanon, Pa., Aug. 17 (SS), Green Lane Aug. 14 (GLF),
and Swan L., Sullivan, N.Y., Oct. 11 (Sullivan Co. Audubon
Soc.), and one or two at Tinicum Aug. 29-Sept. 7 (JCM, B &
NM). Red-necked Phalaropes were rather widespread. One was
inland at Tinicum Oct. 6 (BSt], and in addition to several singles
on the coast, multiple counts included three at Brig Aug. 24
(DF) and at ].B.W.R., and two at Bombay Hook Sept. 26 (KKa).
The only Red Phalarope was one at Green Lane Oct. 19-20
(GAF, GLF, B & NM, RG,ph. BLM).

JAEGERS TO ALCIDS — A few Pomarine Jaegers were
identified from shore: singles at Jones Inlet, L.I., Nov. 9 [{MC,
KF) and Cape May Oct. 9 (CS), and two at Cape May Nov. 4
(JDo). Parasitic Jaegers were much in evidence from Long Island
and the Jersey shore. The biggest counts were of eight at Island
Beach Nov. 8 (RK) and 15 at Cape May Oct. 26 (fide PS). A
remarkable juv. Long-tailed Jaeger, injured by a car in a
McDonald’s parking lot at Ocean City, Cape May, N.J., Sept. 8
(. Baker), was released Oct. 15 after care at the Surf City Re-
habilitation Center (B. Jones).

It was an excellent season for the rarer gulls. In addition to
the ad. Franklin’s Gull in breeding plumage at Great Gull L,
off e. Long Island, Aug. 18, related in some way to Hurricane
Charley (JDiC, H. Hays), a 2nd-winter Franklin’s Gull was
carefully described at Montauk Pt., Oct. 25 (M. & P. O.’Brien),
and a first-winter bird was at Shinnecock Nov. 29-Dec. 1 (JDiC,
m.ob.). There had been about 11 previous Long Island records.
About seven Little Gulls and about five Com. Black-headed
Gulls, all in coastal Long Island or New Jersey, and all but one
in November, were normal. An ad. California Gull was reported
Aug. 15 at Shinnecock Inlet, L.I. {N. Wagerich). About six Lesser
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Black-backed Gulls on Long Island and about seven in coastal
New Jersey were normal; inland, one returned for its 3rd winter
at Bergey’s Pond, Hatfield, Montgomery, Pa. {m.ob., fide BLM).
Rarest of all, Sabine's Gull made its first multiple records in
this Region. An immature was at Great Kills Harbor, Staten I,
Sept. 12-18 (R. Clermont, m.ob., ph. P. Post), and reports were
received from Montauk Aug. 7 and Shinnecock Oct. 21 which
we could not assess. A 2nd-winter Sabine’s Gull was at the
Lewes, Del., ferry slip Oct. 26 (BW) and an adult was at Cape
May Pt., Nov. 12 (J. Donahue, FN, KB, PD).

A single Caspian Tern at Mountain L., Warren, N.J., Aug. 18
(GH) may have been grounded by Hurricane Charley, and an-
other was at Spruce Run Aug. 28 (JDeM). The best coastal
count was of 32 at Brig Aug. 27 (REM). The first Lehigh, Pa.,
Com. Tern was at Leaser L., Sept. 5 (S. Smith). Two ad. Arctic
Terns were ashore at Cape May Aug. 18 in the aftermath of
Hurricane Charley {JDo, REM). A surprising Bridled Tern was
reported off Montauk Aug. 23 [ fide TWB). It was the best fall
migration in many years for Black Terns. Over 50 were reported
from coastal New Jersey, 17 at Cape May alone {PBa). Elsewhere
the best count was of 12 at Mecox Bay, L.I., Aug. 18 (fide TWB],
the effect of Hurricane Charley on this highly pelagic migrant.

Alcids were thin, with only one Dovekie report (Cape May,
Nov. 1, DWa), one murre (sp.) off Avalon Nov. 23 [DWa), and
four Razorbills, two on the New Jersey coast (KKa, DWa) and
two on Long Island, all at the end of November.

OWLS TO WOODPECKERS —

S.A.
Cape May banders captured 104 owls this fall: 15 Com.
Barn, three E. Screech, two Great Horned, one Barred,
five Long-eared (low), and 78 N. Saw-whet (K. Duffy).
Two of the Com. Barn-Owls had been banded as chicks
in June 1986, one by Hannah Richard at J.B.W.R,, and
one by Len Soucy at W. Somerville, N.J]. Not all the
barn-owls were dispersing juveniles, however; at least
one adult was banded, and it is clear that they do migrate.
One, perhaps a wind-borne migrant, came in off the
ocean at Cape May at 8:30 a.m. on Sept. 17 {(FN). A Long-
eared Owl did the same at 7:15 a.m. on Oct. 16 (FN).

A few Snowy Owls arrived late in the season, harbingers of
more to come. The earliest was at Piermont Pier, Rockland,
N.Y., Oct. 16-18 {PDe, m.ob.), followed by another Nov. 7 on
a Bronx rooftop (G. Anger), and three more on Long Island and
in s.e. New York (JR et al.). The most southerly was near Bur-
lington, N.J., Nov. 9-11 (]. Baillet).

A prodigious 35 Ruby-throated Hummingbirds passed the
Cape May hawk watch Aug, 31 (FN) and 28 were counted at
Hawk Mt., Sept. 6, but the season’s total at Hawk Mt. was only
81, well below that of last year (LG). Few Red-headed Wood-
peckers passed through, the season’s total at Hawk Mt. reaching
only 16 (LG), the 2nd-lowest in the past decade.

FLYCATCHERS TO WARBLERS — Yellow-bellied Fly-
catchers reached their peak in the 2nd week of September
(e.g., five Sept. 13-14 at Cape May, REM, and seven banded
Sept. 14 at Hopewell, Mercer, N. |, P. Rodewald, H. Suthers).
A pale Myiarchus flycatcher at Battery Park, N.Y.C., Nov. 10
suggested Ash-throated, but it flew before all determining
marks could be noted ({SW). A Say's Phoebe was carefully
described at West End, Jones Beach S.P., L.I, Oct. 4 (A. Ben-
dinger). No W. Kingbirds turned up inland, although nine on
LongIsland, 14 at the Cape May hawk watch, and six elsewhere
in coastal New Jersey seemed about normal. A Scissor-tailed
Flycatcher lingered near Bake Oven Knob from Aug. 10 to
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A slightly frayed Scissor-tailed Flycatcher near Bake Oven Knob,
Lehigh Co., Pa., Aug. 13, 1986. Photo/Rick Wiltraut.

Sept. 12 (K. Grim, ph. RW, m.ob.), for the first Lehigh record
and about the 8th for Pennsylvania. At one point, apparently
inebriated on fermenting choke cherries, it allowed itself to
be picked up. “After this incident it appeared to go on the
wagon” (BLM). Another was at Fort Tilden, N.Y.C., Oct. 5-9
{(m.ob., fide TWB]).

Red-breasted Nuthatches staged a good flight, which was
surprising, since local nesting had been low. Golden-crowned
Kinglets were everywhere. Particularly remarkable were 75
foraging intently on the parkway median lawn at Robert Moses
S.P., LI, Oct. 19 (ROP, ]. Gerharl, V. Emanuel, AF). Northern
Wheatear, nearly annual now, turned up in 2 places: Jones
Beach S.P., L.L, Sept. 28 (MC, K & SF, TWB, m.ob.] and Milton
Harbor, Westchester, N.Y., Oct. 17 [ph. AF). There were also
two probably different Varied Thrushes, a male at Sag Harbor,
L., Sept. 20 (]. Leo) and a dull-plumaged male at Battery Park,
N.Y.C,, Oct. 30 (SW, F. Baumgarten, {TL, JDiC).

A very few N. Shrikes reached the northern and western
edge of this Region late in the season, at Beltzville L., Carbon,
Pa., Nov. 2-3 (RW, ph. G. Yoder), near Ephrata, Lancaster, Pa.,
Nov. 30 (EW, TG), and at Bedford, Westchester, N.Y., after Nov.
10. At least two Loggerhead Shrikes were around Cape May
Aug. 29-Sept. 12 (FN, C. & M. Richberg], but elsewhere we
had only one report from Caumsett S.P., L.L,, Sept. 17 (Lyman
Langdon Audubon Soc.), and one from Sandy Hook, Monmouth,
N.]., Sept. 20 (DF).

Philadelphia Vireos were in good numbers, with at least six
in the Princeton Ave. Woods, Mercer, N.]., Sept. 6-18 (R]B,
m.ob.) and a peak count of eight at Higbee’s Beach, Cape May,
Sept. 7 ([DWa). Possibly as many as six Golden-winged Warblers,
rare on the coast, passed through Cape May Aug. 22-Sept. 13
(JDo, DWa, REM, PL}. “Brewster’s Warblers” were reported
from Cape May Aug. 30 (JDo), Prospect Park, N.Y.C. (fide TWB),
and White Clay Creek, Del., Sept. 7 (D. Miller). A “Lawrence’s
Warbler” was at Cape May Aug. 23-25 (JDD, REM), and another
reported from Sand’s Point, L.I., Sept. 10 (G. Quinn}. Connec-
ticut Warblers also seemed more evident than usual in coastal
New Jersey, and 11 were found in Mercer, N.]., Aug. 31-Oct.
2 (R]B).

GROSBEAKS, ICTERIDS, FINCHES — An imm. & Black-
headed Grosbeak was at Higbhee’s Beach, Cape May, Sept. 5
(ph. KS), and another imm. male or female was at the Lincoln
Park gravel pits, Morris, N.J., Sept. 7 (DF). We had the usual
scattered Dickcissel reports, mostly from the coast (TL, FF),
but the best measure of this bird’s coastal passage is probably
careful listening to calls overhead at a coastal hawk watch.
Cape May tallied about 25 between Aug. 25 and Nov. 10, with
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a peak of 12 Oct. 16 (FN, JDo). Five Clay-colored Sparrow re-
ports were a bit below normal, and sparrows seemed generally
scarce. An oreganus Dark-eyed Junco was at Peconic, L.I., Nov.
12 (P. Stoutenburgh). Snow Buntings were widespread, with
good inland reports including 28 over Hook Mt. hawk watch,
Rockland, N.Y., Oct. 21 (P. French) and 13 at Green Lane Oct.
24 (B & NM). At least one ad. 8 Yellow-headed Blackbird was
around Cape May all fall (PDu, JDo, PS, FN}, but we had no
other reports.

Aside from sporadic masses of Pine Siskins and a few Evening
Grosbeaks, it was not a major “winter finch” fall. We heard
of only a handful of scattered Red Crossbills. A lone White-
winged Crossbill was reported at Morris Plains, N.J., Nov. 15
(DF). Common Redpolls were almost non-existent; aside from
the two mentioned in the opening paragraphs, we knew of
only six at Pound Ridge, Westchester, N.Y., Nov. 23. Siskins
were sporadically abundant both on the coast and inland. Fire
Island hawk watch counted 1650 Oct. 18-19 (DP), and 150
were around Dallas, Luzerne, Pa., through November (E.
Johnson).

EXOTICS — Escaped waterfowl and parrots swell this ru-
bric steadily. Four Egyptian Geese were at Haven L., Milford,
Del., through September and October (WJW). A Ruddy Shel-
duck was at ].B.W.R. through October, and a Red-crested Po-
chard hung around the Bergen, N.J., lakes. A Rose-ringed Par-
akeet was at Hawk Mt., Sept. 28 (LG), and a Monk Parakeet
was at Titusville School, Dutchess, N.Y., all fall (C. Vincent).
An Aratinga parakeet, still unidentified, was seen almost daily
at Cape May Point. A Ringed Turtle-Dove was reported near
Elmer, Salem, N.J. (JH). One should keep an eye out now for
the closely similar Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia de-
caocto), which has colonized w. Europe in the last 2 decades
and has now been confirmed in Florida.

OBSERVERS (Subregional compilers in boldface) — Peter
Bacinski (PBa) (coastal NJ: 511 Prospect Place, Lyndhurst, NJ
07071), R.D. Barber, Ray Barnes [RBn), M.V. Barnhill, Paul Bernath
[PBe), Irving Black (n.e. NJ: Eagle Rock Village, Bldg. 26, Apt. 8B,
Budd Lake, NJ 07828), R. ]. Blicharz (n.c. NJ: 827 Pennsylvania
Ave,, Trenton, NJ 08638), Kate Brethwaite, Joe Burgiel, T.W. Burke
(s.e. NY: 235 Highland Ave., Rye, NY 10580), Sam Chevalier, Judy
Cinquina, Richard Crossley, ]J. D. Danzenbaker, John DeMarrais
[JDeM), Steve Dempsey, Peter Derven (PDe) (Rockland, NY: 70
Third Ave., Nyack, NY 10960), Joe DiCostanzo, Richard Ditch, Jim
Dowdell []JDo), Peter Dunne [PDu), A.P. Ednie (New Castle and
Kent, DE: 21 N. Wells Ave., Glenolden, PA 19036}, Andrew
Farnsworth, Ken & Sue Feustel, Fran Fine, Bill & Sally Fintel,
G. A. Franchois, W.W. Frech (Sussex, DE: 301 County Rd., Lewes,
DE 19958}, G.L. Freed, Dave Freeland, Padraic French, Tom Garner,
Jerry Golob, Laurie Goodrich, Ed Graham, Ron Gruleb, Al Guar-
ente, Mary Gustafson, Jerry Haag, Barb & Frank Haas, Greg Hanisek
{n.w. NJ: RD 3, Box 263, Phillipsburg, N] 08865), Dorothy Hartmann
(DHa), Dan Heathcote, G.K. Hess, Armas Hill, Phyllis Hurlock, Rich
Kane, Kevin Karlson (KKa), Kenneth Kranick (KKr), Don Kunkle,
Al]. Lauro, Paul Lehman, Tony Leukering, Edward Manners, Adam
Martin, R. E. Maurer, Hugh McGuinness, J.K. Meritt (s.w. NJ: 809
Saratoga Terrace, Turnersville, N] 08012), Arthur Morris, B.L.
Morris (e. PA: 825 N. Muhlenberg St., Allentown, PA 18104), Brian
Moscatello (BMo), Bill & Naomi Murphy, Frank Nicoletti, Drew
Panko, Eleanor Pink, William Reid [n.e. PA: 73 W. Ross St., Wilkes-
Barre, PA 18702), Don Riepe, John Ruscica, Steve Santner, Keith
Seager, R.M. Schutsky, Barbara Spencer, Bill Stocku (BSt), Clay &
Pat Sutton, ].F. Swiertinski, ].P. Tramontano {Orange and Sullivan,
NY: Orange Co. Community College, Middletown, NY 10940), Steve
Walter, David Ward {(DWa), R.T. Waterman Bird Club (Dutchess,
NY}, W. J. Wayne, Berna Weissmann, R.L. West, Paul Wierick,
David Wiedner (DWi), Rick Wiltraut, Eric Witmer, F.P. Wolfarth,
John Yrizarry. —ROBERT Q. PAXTON, 460 Riverside Dr., Apt.
72, New York, NY 10027, WILLIAM J. BOYLE, JR., 13A Kensington
Rd., Chatham, NJ 07928, and DAVID A. CUTLER, 1110 Rock
Creek Dr., Wyncote, PA 19095.
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MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION

Henry T. Armistead

eporting was excellent this fall, perhaps the best ever

with regard to repeated visits, often weekly, to key
areas such as Hart-Miller Islands, Blackwater and Chin-
coteague refuges, Liberty Reservoir, Hunting Creek, and
the Susquehanna River. This combined with intensive
banding at Kiptopeke, Damsite, and Adventure, plus var-
ious activities by raptor watchers, provided a wealth of
records. Shorebird and waterfowl coverage was superior.
So was passerine coverage, but with disappointing results.

The severe drought continued until November. It was a
mild fall with few strong fronts.

Deviation from normal of temperature; August —2.3°F,
September 40.2°, October +2.8°, November +0.6°; of pre-
cipitation: August +0.5 inches, September —2.3 inches,
October —1.3 inches, November +0.4 inches.

ABBREVIATIONS — Adventure = Adventure Sanctuary, Po-
tomac, Md.; Assat. = Assateague 1. (Md. section unless specified
otherwise); Balt. = Baltimore, Md.; the Bay = Chesapeake Bay;
Black. = Blackwater Nat'l Wildlife Ref., Md.; C.B.B.T. = Chesapeake
Bay Bridge and Tunnel, Va.; Chinc. = Chincoteague Nat’l Wildlife
Ref., Va.; Craney = Craney Island Disposal Area, Portsmouth, Va.;
Damsite = banding station at Tolchester Beach, Md.; D.C. = Wash-
ington, D.C.; Hart = Hart and Miller Islands in the Bay e. of Bal-
timore; Hunting Creek = Hunting Creek, Va., on the Potomac R.,
scene in past few years of rapid spread of the exotic aquatic plant
Hydrilla; Kipt. = Kiptopeke, Va., collective term to include Cape
Charles, Wise Point, Townsend, and the Kiptopeke banding station;
Susq. = lower Susquehanna R. at Conowingo Dam, Md. Date in
italics indicates bonded bird(s). Place names in italics are counties.

LOONS THROUGH FLAMINGO — At Swan Pt., Kent,
Md., 350 Com. Loons were seen Nov. 4 (JG), the only notable
loon count of the fall. Pied-billed Grebes made a strong showing
with 79 at Lock Raven Res., n. of Balt., Oct. 22 (EB], 58 at Swift
Creek Res., n. of Richmond, Nov. 12 (LR), 47 at Hunting Creek
in the mat of exotic water plant Hydrilla Nov. 16 (JMA), and
36 at Chinc., Oct. 2-3 ([CPW), the best totals at stronghold Deal
Island W.M.A., Md., being of only 40 Oct. 13 (RFR) and 37 Aug.
14 (HTA). Single Red-necked Grebes were at Piney Run P.,
Carroll, Md., Nov. 6 [MW), Loch Raven (HK, BB} and Chinc.,
Nov. 30 (GR, GA, HTA, HN) and four were at Downs P., Anne
Arundel, Md., Nov. 29 (MR). Ocean City pelagic trips were
weathered out Sept. 13 and Oct. 4 and the resulting hegira
produced fine land birding on Assat. and hawk counting at
Kipt., respectively {q.v.). A trip was made up to 80 mi off Vir-
ginia Beach Aug. 16 which reported 500 Wilson's Storm-Petrels,
66 Cory’s, one Greater, six Audubon’s, and one Manx shear-
water ([DFA, MRB, BT, BP, PMc, GP). On the heels of Hurricane
Charlie, Schwab found seven Wilson’s Storm-Petrels at Back
Bay N.W.R., Aug. 18 in the bay. At Chinc., one to two Am.
White Pelicans were seen Sept. 25-Nov. 30 (m.ob., ph.], and
singles (same birds?) were noted s. of there at Wallops I., Oct.
4-5(JB), Metomkin I, Sept. 13 (MA), and Cedar L, Sept. 16 (AC
et al.). Brown Pelicans were legion in s. Virginia again with
up to 200 at Chinc., Aug. 23 (JB), 74 at Cape Henry Aug. 2
(GTH), 90 at Kipt., Aug. 31 (HTA), and a Regional record count
of 600 on Fisherman 1., Aug. 31 (BP, DFA, HTA, GA); 45 at
Cape Henry Nov. 11 (GTH) provided one of the few November
reports this year. The only Maryland records were from Assat.
L: one Aug. 23 (MO, LD} and two Sept. 5 (EB, PL et al.). As
usual there were no reports away from the ocean or the mouth
of the Bay.

Great Cormorant continues to increase slightly, the most
notable records being of up to five immatures at the head of
the Bay at Hart Sept. 28 and QOct. 5 (RFR, HK, BD et al.) with
others present Aug. 10-Oct. 19. Single imm. birds were in D.C.,
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Oct. 15 and Nov. 10 {DC), along the Potomac in Fairfax, Va.,
September to November [DFA, EMW, RAA), and up the James
R. at Hog I, Surry, Va., Oct. 1 (BP). Eleven were at Lower
Machodoc Creek, Westmoreland, Va., Nov. 9 (JEJ) and five were
at Ocean City Oct. 18 (PQ). Double-crested Cormorant also
was in excellent numbers again with a record 60 in D.C., Oct.
3 {DC), 1190 as early as Sept. 2 at Kipt. (HTA), 4455 at Chinc.,
Oct. 23-24 {CPW]), 2500 at Assat. I., Oct. 5 (EB et al.}, and a late
individual Nov. 30 at Loch Raven (HK] in Maryland’s Piedmont.
A successful nest, Maryland’s first, was found on a lake inland
in Montgomery ( fide RFR, details to appear in Maryland Bird-
life) this past summer. A very late and unsuccessful nest was
found at Hunting Creek Aug. 26, an adult was on it Sept. 5
when another flew in with a long stick, but it was abandoned
on later dates (JMA). Two Anhingas were at Stumpy L., Virginia
Beach, Aug. 2 (JS, DFA).

Herons, mainly owing to impoundments that were either
too dry or too high, formed no big concentrations. At Susq. in
n. Maryland, a Cattle Egret Nov. 11 was late (EB), and 550 were
at Kipt., Sept. 2 (HTA). Also late was a Green-backed Heron
at Chinc., Nov. 30 [HN, GR et al.). Unique was an imm. White
Ibis at Fisherman I., Sept. 6 (OFA) and a Glossy Ibis at Elkton
Aug. 14 & 17 was unusual for Cecil, Md. (EB). A flamingo (sp.)
turned up again at Craney, Va., Sept. 14-23 (GTH, TRW et al.).

WATERFOWL — A massive influx of Tundra Swans took
place in Maryland Nov. 12 when between 1:00 and 2:30 p.m.,
1150 passed over Laurel (HLW) and 1100 over tum Suden
Sanctuary, Harford (EB), with 1000 over Howard {MC), while
Gruber saw many thousands at Eastern Neck N.W.R. Seldom
is such a big flight of a species witnessed on so broad a front,
all the more remarkable because it happened at mid-week.
Mute Swans continue to thrive in the mid-Bay Eastern Shore
counties with big groups of 130 at Eastern Neck N.W.R., Sept.
21 (RFR, SR) and 138 at Hooper's ., Md., Aug. 14 (HTA). Greater
White-fronted Geese were widely reported including an adult
at Remington Farms, Kent, Sept. 21 (record early date; RFR,
SR}, Oct. 19 into November in Gaithersburg (EMW, WS, PO,
LDB) and Oct. 5 at Black. (SR) in Maryland, as well as at least
5 localities s. of Richmond (DB, BM), plus two adults in Louisa
Nov. 16 (JBB, ph.] and one at Nokesville Nov. 11 [RAA] in
Virginia, a fine showing for this Region. All birds, where spec-
ified, were thought to be of the Greenland race. An ad. Barnacle
Goose of unknown origin was at Fruitland, Md., Oct. 13 (RFR
et al.).

Much of this fall’s waterfowl watching was in the Hydrilla
beds at Hunting Creek s. of D.C., which provided D.C. area
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birders with excellent duck and shorebird activity High duck
counts there included 200 Blue-winged Teal Sept. 27, 300 Am.
Wigeon Oct. 14, 150 N. Shovelers Oct. 23, 600 N. Pintails and
3000 Ruddy Ducks Nov. 16, and 1000 Canvasbacks Nov. 22
(JMA); an albino Canvasback was there Nov. 30 (SH). At
Sunken Meadows, Surry, Va., 250 Gadwalls Nov. 30 were an
excellent count (PB). A ¢ Com. Eider was at Wallops 1., Aug.
18 & 30 (CRV), and up to nine King Eiders were at Sandy Point
SP, Md,, Nov. 22-24 (LD, HLW, WK, KG, PO), an unprece-
dented number for the Bay. A female at Chinc., Oct. 16 was
new and overdue for the refuge list (CPW), and an ad. male
was at Kipt. and Fisherman L, Sept. 20 through October (CRB,
HG, HTA, BW et al.). Up to 12 Harlequin Ducks were reported
from C.B.B.T., Nov. 12 (JS, VK et al.), and an ad. male was at
Crnsfield, Md., Nov. 29 (JB). A Surf Scoter Nov. 5 provided the
3rd record for D.C., and five White-winged Scoters were also
seen there then (DC).

Interesting duck counts elsewhere included 240 Wood Ducks
at Mason Neck N.W.R., Va. Oct. 28 (DAD), 800 Am. Black Ducks
inland at Loch Raven in company with 410 Mallards Nov. 17
(8S}, and 2500 Ruddy Ducks at Brandon Shores, Anne Arundel,
Md, Nov. 22 (RFR). The amazing impounded area at Hart was
a magnet for ducks, attracting 13 species during August, and
with these maxima: 150 Blue-winged Teal Sept. 28, 175 N.
Shovelers Oct. 11, 400 N. Pintails Oct. 19, 3000 Ruddy Ducks
Nov 2, 600 Green-winged Teal Nov. 9, and 175 N. Shovelers
plus 22,000 scaup (sp.) Nov. 16 (EB, RFR, HK, BD et al.).

RAPTORS THROUGH CRANES — A tremendous raptor
passage occurred Oct. 34, especially of Ospreys and Peregrine
Falcons in record numbers. On Assat. L., Md.-Va., on Oct. 4,
Ward et al. saw 117 Peregrines, capturing 22, surpassing their
total of 71 Oct. 3, when 19 were banded. At Kipt. on Oct. 3,
89 Peregrines, 321 Ospreys (both new Virginia high counts),
61 N. Harriers, 1096 Sharp-shinned Hawks, and 75 Merlins
were counted (DM, DSi, HTA, CWH et al.). The next day 179
Ospreys and 40 Peregrines were counted nearby (HLW, LD,
WK et al.) while one mi south another observer independently
(and gratifyingly) also counted 40 Peregrines (RC). Meanwhile
on the upper Bay at Rock Hall, Kent, Md., Gruber estimated
4594 Broad-winged Hawks Oct. 3. October 3 & 4 were hot days
with temperatures in the 90s and moderate SW winds in the
s part of the Region! At Kipt. (Wise Pt.), Cashwell banded 879
raptors including 324 Merlins with 5 days when 20 or more
Merlins were tagged, including 29 on Sept. 22. Counting Mer-
lins captured by others nearby, at least 393 were banded this
fall, close to the 431 counted by the hawk watchers at Kipt.,
indicating how many must be missed by counters positioned
1n one small spot. In a similar vein, one group saw 1729 raptors
at Kipt., Oct. 4 (HLW, LD, WK et al.) while counters located
just 3 mi n.w. of them saw but 695, perhaps indicative of the
difference between the seaside (first group) and bayside (latter
group), a situation that might be reversed on the next day by
a change in the wind. This writer believes that because Kipt.
has large areas of bay, marsh, and islands both to the south
(Fisherman 1.) and east (Smith and Mockhorn Is.), raptors, al-
though highly concentrated, do not mass in quite such numbers
as at less-spread-out Cape May, although just as many birds
probably do pass through this area but are more widely dis-
persed. The Kipt. hawk watch recorded 15,104 raptors in 382
hours on 57 days Aug. 25-Nov. 14, amounting to a rather poor
rate of 39,5 birds per hour (cf. 58 in 1985, 72 in 1983, 96 in
1982; BW, DSi, DRM, MA et al.). Very early there were a Sharp-
shinned Hawk Aug. 26 (MA), a Merlin Aug. 31 (BW), and a N.
Goshawk Oct. 2 (DSi). Notable counts were of 483 Am. Kestrels
Oct 2, 149 Ospreys and 997 Sharp-shinned Hawks Oct. 5, and
2233 Sharp-shinned Hawks, 35 Cooper’s Hawks, 72 Merlins,
and a N. Goshawk Oct. 11 (best day with 2893 raptors). Single
Golden Eagles were seen Nov. 1 & 14. Nearby at Fisherman I,
a Rough-legged Hawk was captured Oct. 20, not only early
but also far south, by a man nearing 80 who banded 219
other raptors here including 36 Cooper’s and 29 Red-tailed
hawks (PSB).
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Rounding out the coastal raptor highlights, for the 17th
straight year Peregrines were banded on Assateague Sept. 19—
Oct. 24 with 856 seen and 231 banded (surpassing previous
highs by 176 and 80 respectively!), or a better than one out of
every four birds seen captured ratio. Best days for sightings
were Oct. 1 (51), Oct. 2 (81), Oct. 3 (71), Oct. 4 (117), Oct. 5
(41), and Oct. 9 (53), and 32 as late as Oct. 14. From Sept. 26
to Oct. 6, 20 or more birds were seen each day, for 25 straight
days (Sept. 21-Oct. 15) 10 or more were seen each day, and
from Sept. 28 to Oct. 4, 10 or more were banded each day
(FPW, WSS, MAY). Eighteen previously-banded birds were re-
captured, including one from Greenland. Only a very small
percentage of these Peregrines represent birds from restocking
programs.

Several late Ospreys were seen, such as singles at West Ocean
City Nov. 27-28 (MD, LD, MO), Susq., Nov. 26 (EB), Char-
lottesville, Va., Nov. 27 (MDP), and a largely albino bird catch-
ing fish at Richmond Nov. 16-26 (PD, m.ob.). Up to 28 Bald
Eagles were at Mason Neck in November, 17 of them previously
banded, including one from Tupper L., N.Y. (DAD), and as
many as 20 were in sight at once along the Susq., Nov. 20
(RMS). Wolfe saw a Sharp-shinned Hawk catch a Mourning
Dove at Virginia Beach Oct. 24. An ad. N. Goshawk was seen
s. of Frederick, Md., Nov. 22 (PO). Several flights of Broad-
winged Hawks were noted Sept. 14 in Maryland in Kent (DC)
and Howard (JS), and Reese saw 3000 at Tilghman 1., Talbot,
that day. An imm. Golden Eagle was seen by multitudes at
Black., Nov. 27-30 (ph.). Fifty Soras were at Jug Bay on the
Patuxent R., Md., Sept. 13 (JB). Good Am. Coot totals were
2100 at Hunting Creek Nov. 16 (JMA), 210 in D.C., Nov. 23
(DC), and 350 at Swift Creek Res. (LR) and 501 at Loch Raven
Res., both Nov. 12 (SS). A genuine rarity was an ad. Sandhill
Crane near Cheriton, Va., Nov. 19 (HG).

SHOREBIRDS — Waders were best away from the coast
for a change, one of the highlights being the high profile of
Baird’s Sandpiper best described by Ringler: “Normally rare
in fall but this year merely uncommon.” Let’s start with Liberty
Res., a big lake on the Carroll-Balt., Md., border. Here 18 visits
were made July 6-Nov. 15. Low water levels attracted 15
shorebird species, such as 22 Solitary Sandpipers Aug. 2, 78
Pectoral Sandpipers Aug. 9, from two to five Baird's Sandpipers
on 6 dates Aug. 30-Sept. 28 (five on Sept. 20), 53 Lesser Yel-
lowlegs and a White-rumped Sandpiper Sept. 13, 14 Stilt Sand-
pipers Sept. 28, and 114 Killdeer Oct. 25 (RFR et al.), not bad
for a Piedmont lakebed.

The celebrated Hydrilla beds on the Potomac at Hunting
Creek were censused at least 19 days July 6-Nov. 6 (JMA, DFA
et al.) with these results: 70 Least and 60 Western sandpipers
Sept. 1; 65 Greater Yellowlegs Sept. 6; 150 Pectoral Sandpipers
Sept. 9; 80 Lesser Yellowlegs Sept. 14; 55 Lesser Golden-Plovers
Sept. 27; four Hudsonian Godwits Sept. 21-Oct. 5; one to two
Willets Sept. 6-27; one to nine Red Knots Sept. 6-Oct. 5; one
to two Baird’s Sandpipers Sept. 21-Oct. 14; single Curlew
Sandpipers Sept. 21 and Oct. 23; one to four Buff-breasted
Sandpipers Sept. 14-27; a Wilson’s Phalarope Sept. 1-27; and
an Am. Avocet Sept. 27-Oct. 14.

Back up the Bay at Hart, e. of Balt., 19 visits were made to
this island July 5-Nov. 16, recording 30 species of shorebirds
(RFR, EB, HK, BD et al.): a Marbled Godwit Aug. 3-Sept. 21,
one to four Willets Aug. 10-Sept. 28; one to five Red Knots on
8 dates Aug. 10-Oct. 19 (five Sept. 7); 25 Ruddy Turnstones
Oct. 19; one to three Wilson's Phalaropes Aug. 17-Oct. 11 (three
Sept. 14); 250 Semipalmated Sandpipers Aug. 24; one to 30
White-rumped Sandpipers on 9 dates Aug. 31-Nov. 16 (two,
30 Sept. 7); three Red-necked Phalaropes Aug. 31, one Sept. 7,
one to four Hudsonian Godwits on 3 dates Sept. 7-Oct. 19 (four
Sept. 7); a Whimbrel Sept. 14; Baird’s Sandpipers on 8 consec-
utive visits Sept. 14-Nov. 9, with seven Oct. 5, five Oct. 19,
and four Sept. 21; 85 Sanderlings Oct. 11; and a Semipalmated
Plover and 325 Dunlins Nov. 2.

Down at Black. Headquarters Pond, normally a pedestrian
collection of Mallards and Canada Geese, at least 14 counts of
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waders were conducted Aug 14-Nov 15 (LD, MO, HTA, PP
et al.). This pond was drained to kill carp, with these results
among the 24 shorebird species found there: 600 Semipalmated
and 150 Least sandpipers Aug. 15; 48 Semipalmated Plovers,
22 Stilt Sandpipers, and 122 Short-billed Dowitchers Aug. 17;
six Hudsonian Godwits Sept. 5 (PL, EB); six Lesser Golden-
Plovers, one Marbled Godwit (new to refuge), and 85 Long-
billed Dowitchers Sept. 6; 68 Lesser Yellowlegs and 37 White-
rumped Sandpipers Sept. 13; 75 Pectoral Sandpipers Oct. 3;
one to two Baird’s Sandpipers Sept. 27-Oct. 28 (RFR, SR, LD,
JO, PO, DC et al.; new to Dorchester); two late Stilt Sandpipers
Nov. 9; a Ruff Sept. 27-Oct. 1 (LDB, CPW, LD); a Red-necked
Phalarope Aug. 31-Sept. 1 (PP, LD, CB); and a Buff-breasted
Sandpiper Sept. 24 (CPW; new to refuge}. Such quality shore-
birding is unprecedented for this county.

For most of the fall the normally superb impoundments at
Chinc. were either bone dry (first one-half of August) or held
too much water (mid-August until October), and Wilds found
Semipalmated Plover, Least and Western sandpipers, and
grasspipers to be in especially poor numbers. Her numbers of
waders from July through October were 61%, 46%, 45%, and
62% of the pre-1986 mean. Highlights of her 12 two-day surveys
Aug. 7-Oct. 24 include: Piping Plover 15, Whimbrel 47, Lesser
Yellowlegs 63, Least Sandpiper 86, Short-billed Dowitcher 158,
and Stilt Sandpiper 36, Aug. 7-8; Semipalmated Plover 411,
Ruddy Turnstone 253, Pectoral Sandpiper 80, and Semipal-
mated Sandpiper 856, Aug. 14-15; Sanderling 1767 and Wil-
son’s Plover one, Aug. 21-22; five Marbled Godwits Sept. 11—
12; Red Knot 283 and Baird’s Sandpiper three, Sept. 25-26;
Lesser Golden-Plover five, Oct. 2-3; Greater Yellowlegs 247
and White-rumped Sandpiper nine, Oct. 9-10; Black-bellied
Plover 184, Long-billed Dowitcher 82, and Ruff one, Oct. 16—
17; and W. Sandpiper 159 and Dunlin 2540, Oct. 23-24. Single
Wilson’s Phalaropes were seen Aug. 7-8 and Oct. 16-17, eight
Hudsonian Godwits were present Aug. 14-15 and Oct. 23-24,
and 10 Am. Avocets and a Buff-breasted Sandpiper were there
Sept. 25-0Oct. 3. The number of birds on the Fishing Pt. beach
areas was also depressed.

Lesser Golden-Plovers lingered until Nov. 1-4 at Hunting
Creek (EMW, DFA). The mudflats at Thoms Creek e. of
Mockhorn L., Va., produced 52 Marbled Godwits and 360 Black-
bellied Plovers Aug. 31 (BP, HTA, DFA, GA et al), and 29
Marbled Godwits, 175 Willets, and 285 Am. Oystercatchers
Oct. 5 (HTA, GA et al.). At Craney, Am. Avocets were in low
supply, with a peak of just 30 Oct. 3 (MRB, BP). More unusual
were two at Ocean City Aug. 18 (CES) and one at Jug Bay Oct.
30 (DMd). A Peregrine dove on the Craney avocets Oct. 16
(TRW), and one chased a late Spotted Sandpiper Nov. 20 at
Locustville, Va. (GR). The top Upland Sandpiper report was of
only nine seen in Talbot, Md., s. of Queene Anne Aug. 15-16
(MO). Hudsonian Godwits had a good fall here with one at
Ocean City Oct. 12 (RFR), two near Tanyard, Md. (first for
Caroline) Oct. 22-Nov. 4 (EE, JGR et al.), and five at Tower
Gardens, Kent 1., Md., Sept. 5-21, two of these lingering until
Nov. 2 (SR et al.). Four late Least Sandpipers were still at Hog
I, Nov. 30 (PB). Other Baird’s Sandpipers were at Ocean City
Oct. 12 & 21 (RFR, LDB), two at Craney Oct. 3 (MRB, BP), two
at Back Bay Aug. 30 (DFA), one e. of Balt., Aug. 30-31 (MR et
al.), and one to two at Summit Hall Turf Farm, Montgomery,
Md. (LD, PO). Rare on the Bay, a Purple Sandpiper was at
Sandy Pt., Oct. 31 (HW). A Buff-breasted Sandpiper was seen
near Pt. Lookout, Md., Sept. 19-20 (LD, JO). Single Ruffs were
near Chinc., Sept. 14 (SE), and at Stumpy L., Aug. 2 (DFA). In
Virginia a Red-necked Phalarope was at False Cape S.P., Aug.
16 (GTH), two were at Craney Aug. 15 (DFA), and one plus
five Wilson’s Phalaropes were there Sept. 18 (BP).

JAEGERS THROUGH SKIMMER — A Parasitic Jaeger
was seen at sea off Virginia Beach Aug. 16 (MRB, BP et al),
one was at Chinc., Sept. 9 (MRB), and two plus a Pomarine
Jaeger were at Back Bay Oct. 11 (DFA). Unusual for the Virginia
Piedmont were 60 Laughing Gulls hawking bugs at Nokesville
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Sept 7 (KHB). Less unusual but en masse were 5000 Laughing
Gulls plus 1000 Com. Terns at Ocean City Sept. 5 (EB, PL)
Single Franklin’s Gulls were at Potomac Beach, Westmoreland,
Va., Aug. 19 (MRB), on the Susq., Sept. 20-27 (EB, LD, RFR)
and at Hunting Creek Sept. 27-30 (BH, JMA, EMW, RAA), win-
ter-plumaged adults in each case. New for Fairfax was an imm
Little Gull at Hunting Creek Sept. 21-27 (HE, JMA, DFA, RAA)
The only Iceland Gull was an immature at C.B.B.T., Nov 30
(CZ et al.), where a record eight Lesser Black-backed Gulls
were seen Nov. 6 (HEL, RD; all ph.). The Ft. McHenry, Balt,
Lesser Black-backed, a distinctive individual, was seen Nov
4 for the 9th straight winter (RFR et al.), three were at Susq,
Nov. 11 (EB), two were at Hart Nov. 2 (RFR, EB et al.), two
were at Ocean City Oct. 4 (EB), two were at Chinc,, Oct. 9-10
(CPW), one was in D.C. for the 7th year (DC), and one was in
the middle of the Choptank R., Md., 3 mi from land, Oct 12
(CS, HTA, GA).

Caspian Terns lingered into the 2nd week of November in
numbers higher than usual (v.0.). Best counts earlier were of
125 at Havre de Grace, Md. (plus 420 Forster’s Terns) Sept 28
(EB), 76 in D.C., Sept. 16 (DC), 168 at Chinc., Sept. 18-19 (CPW),
150 at Hunting Creek Sept. 27 (DFA), and a whopping 350 at
Hart Sept. 21 (EB, PP, BD et al.). Far up the Bay, eight Royal
Terns at Hart Sept. 7 and one there Nov. 16 were noteworthy
(EB, BD, RFR), and one even headed up into fresh water on
the Susq., Sept. 30 (EB). Royals dallied into late November at
Sandy Pt. (HLW et al.) and Deal L. (DC), and three were still at
Ocean City Nov. 28 (MO et al.). Davidson found the only
Maryland Sandwich Tern reported, a bird on n. Assat. 1., Aug
23. On Aug. 17 two Roseate Terns were reported from Back
Bay (MRB, BP) and one from C.B.B.T. (DFA), plus one at Back
Bay Aug. 30 (DFA). By local standards, 105 Forster’s Terns
Nov. 15 (SD, GA, PRS, HTA) and two Royal Terns Aug 27
(MO, GG) were remarkable at semi-inland Black. Off Virgitma
Beach, a minimum of one Sooty and 35 Bridled Terns were
reported Aug. 16 (MRB, DFA et al.) and a Bridled was at Ocean
City Aug. 18 (CES), the day before and after Hurricane Charhe
respectively. Far more Black Terns than normal were seen,
especially in August, in small numbers and at many localities,
such as nine at Triadelphia Res., Howard, Md., Aug. 2 (HM),
and Truitt saw 104 in the Metomkin and Assawoman Is. area
Aug. 21. A latish one was at Susq., Sept. 28 (EB). Up to 2000
Black Skimmers were at Cape Henry during September (RLA)
and 700 were nearby at Lynnhaven Inlet Oct. 5 (BP, MRB)

CUCKOOS THROUGH SHRIKES — An extremely late
Yellow-billed Cuckoo was at Swift Creek Res., Nov. 1 (PB)
Single Snowy Owls were seen at Alexandria, Va., Nov. 14 (BRu
et al.,, ide EMW) and on Assat. 1., Nov. 29 (TB, fide RFR) A
Long-eared Owl was at Arlington Oct. 19 (RAA, SE) and one
was in Loudoun, Va., Nov. 28 (DFA). Short-eared Owls were
widely reported but in modest numbers, the earliest a bird
flying N over the Bay at Fisherman I, Oct. 11 (m.ob.). The
same may be said for N. Saw-whet Owls, with the first birds
at Damsite Oct. 20 (JG) and Adventure Oct. 23 (MD). The biggest
Com. Nighthawk flight seen was of 205 over Arlington Aug.
22 (RAA). Chuck-will's-widow is one of those mysterious spe-
cies which, like Orchard Oriole, is seldom encountered after
late July. But this fall singles were seen at Damsite Sept. 5 (JG),
Assat. 1., Sept. 14 (EB, SRD et al.), and Kipt., Sept. 27 (CWH)
In D.C., 2000 Chimney Swifts massed at a roost Sept. 24 (DC)
Sixty Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were captured at Damsite
(JG) and Reese also found them to have increased this year
Avian star of the season was a spectacular ad. ¢ Rufous Hum-
mingbird, pugnacious and dependable at a feeder near Melfa
in the center of the Virginia Eastern Shore Aug. 4 to about
September 9 (J & RB, SK, m.ob., ph.). The vast majority of
eastern records are during the late fall and early winter and
in Florida, making this fellow a very early one (cf. AB March
1979, pp. 130-132). Nine Red-cockaded Woodpeckers were
found at 2 sites in Sussex, Va., Nov. 25 (BP).
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An Empidonax flycatcher (probably an Alder Flycatcher) at
Assateague Island, Md., Sept. 14, 1986. Photo/Michael O’Brien.

Olive-sided Flycatchers were seen at 9 localities Aug. 25—
Oct. 1 (v.0.), all w. of the Bay. September 7 was a peak Empi-
donax day with season high totals of 15 “Traill’s,” seven Aca-
dians, and seven Yellow-bellied Flycatchers at Kipt. [WPS]),
and seven Yellow-bellieds at Damsite (JG). Least Flycatchers
seemed to be in a slump with none all year at Kipt., only two
at Damsite, and but five at Adventure (WPS, ]G, MD). An Ash-
throated Flycatcher was reported at Chinc., Sept. 13 (DFA).
Western Kingbirds were at 3 sites in early September in s.
Virginia (RLA, DFA, MA, YL et al.), two were w. of Princess
Anne, Md., Oct. 13 (RFR et al.), and one was at Kipt., Nov. 28
(CZ et al.). At Hampstead, Carroll, Md., 45 Cliff Swallows were
seen Sept. 4 [MW]). There was somewhat of a rash of late Barn
Swallow sightings, with singles at Hart Nov. 2 (RFR, EMW et
al.), Gloucester, Va., Nov. 6 (TK), and Hog L., Nov. 23 (PB). Some
1500 Barn Swallows plus 1000 Bank Swallows were at Susq.,
Aug. 14 (EB). The Blue Jay prize goes to Gruber, who had 470
at Rock Hall Oct. 2 and 4324 there the next day. The Fish
Crow prize was awarded Sept. 1 when there were 844 at Kipt.
(HTA). There was but a fair flight of Red-breasted Nuthatches
with a very early one at Mt. Vernon, Va., Aug. 18-20 (JMA).
August 23 was a strange date for a Brown Creeper in Carroll,
Md., probably a breeding bird (EB). Sedge Wrens were found
only at Elliott I. (two, HTA), Cold Saturday, Carroll, Md. (one,
MW], these Aug. 14, and one was at Irish Grove Sanctuary,
Somerset, Md., Nov. 1 (SR et al.).

October 7 & 16 were good flight days for both kinglets. There
were several early reports of Ruby-crowned Kinglets, such as
singles at Ft. Hunt, Fairfax, Va., Aug. 11 (DP) and Tilghman
I, Sept. 7 (JGR et al.). A late Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was at
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Susq. (Harford side) Nov. 20 (RMS). At Adventure the lowest
number of Swainson's Thrushes since 1974 was caught (253)
with a late one Oct. 31 and a very early Hermit Thrush Aug.
30 (MD). A total of 3890 Am. Robins passed over Kipt., Oct. 25
(BR, HTA, BW). Two Loggerhead Shrikes were at Orange, Va.,
Nov. 7 (MRB) and two were in Frederick, Md., Nov. 29 (RAA).

WARBLERS TO FINCHES — Most found the passerine
flight very poor. There was a lack of strong fronts, but tolerable
flights took place Aug. 24, Sept. 6-7 & 14, and Oct. 6-7 & 12.
At Tilghman I, Sept. 7, birds passed through “like water going
over a falls” with 25 warbler species including 15 Blackbur-
nians, 30 Chestnut-sideds, and 30 Tennessees (JGR et al.).
Twenty-one warbler species were seen on Assat. 1., Sept. 14
(EB et al.). Hot Oct. 3 was the best banding day at Kipt., with
most birds (391] and most species (37; WPS, FRS) This station
had a very poor year for Tennessee, N. Parula, Bay-breasted,
and Prairie warblers, N, Waterthrushes, and Ovenbirds, but
caught only their second Cerulean Warbler Oct. 7 (WPS). Still
they banded 3503 birds of 88 species Aug. 30-Oct. 18 in 8019
net hours including 31 warbler species. Damsite banded 1686
birds of B4 species on 25 days Aug. 1-Nov. 2 in 11,085 net
hours (JG et al.). Adventure banded 2645 birds of 88 species
on 75 days Aug. 15-Oct. 31 (MD et al.). “Lawrence’s Warblers”
were seen at Triadelphia Res., Sept. 6 (RFR] and in Richmond
Aug. 20 [PB). On Sept. 7, 31 Tennessee and 12 Canada warblers
were banded at Damsite, and 63 Cape Mays were there Sept.
14 (JG) with 30 the same day on Assat. (JO). A Connecticut
Warbler at Finksburg Sept. 28 was a first for little-birded Car-
roll, Md. (RFR). Of the scarcer species there were reports of
but seven Philadelphia Vireos and six Golden-winged, eight
Orange-crowned, and 18 Mourning warblers.

At Tilghman 30 Scarlet Tanagers and 25 Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks were seen Sept. 7 (JGR et al.) and a Summer Tanager
near Balt., Sept. 24 was unusual (BMR). Dickcissels were at
Hunting Creek Sept. 9 (DFA), Assat., Oct. 4 (EB], Balt., Oct. 7
(BMR), and in Hampton, Va., Oct. 30 (WPS). Clay-colored Spar-
rows were seen at Assat., Sept. 14 (two; JO, MO, ph.) and also
Oct. 4-5 (EB), on the C.B.B.T., Oct. 5 (MRB, BP), and at Back
Bay Oct. 11 (DFA). Lark Sparrows were at Chuckatuck, Suffolk,
Va., Aug. 14 (TRW), Back Bay Aug. 15 & 30 (DFA), and Assat.,
Sept. 13-14 (ph.) and Oct. 4 (MO, OC, SRD, EB et al.). A count
of 35 Sharp-tailed Sparrows at Elliott I., Md., Aug. 17 was ex-
cellent (LD, MQ). The most notable Lincoln’s Sparrow records
were of four in Rockville Oct. 11, three there Oct. 13 (MQ),
and a late one at Chinc., Nov. 30 (DC, ph.). A singing Swamp
Sparrow was seen 5 mi e. of Easton, Md., Aug. 17 {JGR), prob-
ably part of a very small and isolated breeding population.
Odd was a White-throated Sparrow at Wheaton, Md., Aug. 15
(GM). Eight Lapland Longspurs were at Craney Nov. 26 (BP)
and one was at Deal I., Oct. 28 (PO). Snow Buntings were widely
reported and on the early side, with 3 early records in Maryland
Oct. 19: two on Assat. (EB, HLW), one at Hart (RFR; 200 there
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Nov. 16), and one at Hyattsville (SD). The first Virginia bird
was one at C.B.B.T., Oct. 26 (HTA).

Single Yellow-headed Blackbirds were near Pt. Lookout Oct.
18 [PO, LD) and in Surry, Va., Nov. 13 (FD, fide BP). A Red
Crossbill was at Assat., Nov. 22 (LD) and a Com. Redpoll was
seen at Sandy Pt., Nov. 28 (JP). There was a good flight of Pine
Siskins in late October and November, most of the birds passing
through without lingering very long. At Kipt., 375 were seen
in a morning flight Oct. 25 (BW, BR, HTA). Reese estimated
500 each of House Finch and Am. Goldfinch at Tilghman I,
Oct. 19, and at Rock Hall Gruber saw 250 House Finches and
450 Am. Goldfinches Oct. 3. The first Purple Finches were
seen Sept. 14 at Hooper’s 1., Md. (HTA, AJ), Assat. (MO, JQ),
and along the Patapsco R., Md. (JSh).
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