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he weather for the fall averaged notably cooler than normal throughout the season. August and November 
were wetter than normal while the middle period was 
somewhat drier than expected. In Newfoundland, summer 
ended in mid-September when November weather com- 
menced and by mid-November winter had set in. There 
were numerous cold fronts, most notably in late August 
when it was downright cold, but impressive waves of mi- 
grants failed to materialize much to the chagrin of most 
observers. Once again there was widespread concern that 
bird populations are not what they were formerly, and this 
observer is beginning to believe there may be some truth 
to that allegation. Passefine migration varied from average 
to the "dullest of the dullest." At Appledore Island, Maine, 
David Holmes reported his highest banding totals ever, but 
since the net hours were so high they drove the birds/net 
hour average to the lowest point yet. The shorebird mi- 
gration was almost universally average or below-average. 
Pelagic species were also underreported with a few excep- 
tions. The scarcity of sand launce (Ammodytes sp.) on 
Stellwagen Bank, Massachusetts resulted in paltry numbers 
of pelagics. Even Humpbacked Whales, bread winners of 
whale watching trips, were scarce and frequently unob- 
served. 

Not all groups were represented on the down side how- 
ever. The hawk migration through southern portions of 
the Region was spectacular and, if equalled or surpassed 
in subsequent years, will be worth seeing. Also, the con- 
centrations of some other diurnal passefine migrants were 
truly staggering, particularly at Lighthouse Point, Con- 
necticut. Likewise, in a season that spans such a lengthy 
period during which anything is seemingly possible, this 
fall season did not disappoint and the usual array of im- 
probable species was recorded. Indeed, it is almost difficult 
to determine what is improbable. It is the task of the re- 
gional editor to sort through these reports, weigh the docu- 
mentary evidence, and make value judgments on the va- 
lidity of the reports--rightly or wrongly. No reports are 
categorically dismissed, but, on occasion, some are down- 
played because the necessary definitive evidence of the 
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occurrence of a given species is not obsolutely conclusive. 
My apologies to all observers whose reports were over- 
looked and/or do not appear in this account. 

LOONS, GB•B•S • Loon migration through the Re,on 
proceeds on a predictable schedule and is seldom commented 
on u•ess someth• out of the ordinary occurs. Common Loons 
start migrating in the beginni• of September and Red-throat- 
eds follow about one month later. Repo•s are most prevalent 
as a result of stor• or strong onshore •n• when birds are 
concentrated al•g the co•t or blo• inl•d. This fall the 
lack of storms brought few loon report, es•cially no signifi- 
c•t in]and reports. The o•y signific•t report of •grating 
Red-throate• occurred Nov. 6, at Denis, •ss., when 395 
were observed in only one hour •N). The same date at Pt. 
Judith. R.I., only 14 were seen (•de DLE). A con•nci• report 
of a Pacific Loon came from Saco, Me. on the u•easonable 
date of Aug. 16 (G. Lemelin). •other w• reported from Na- 
patme Pt., R.L, Nov. 5 (•de DLE). No major movements of 
Corn. Loons were noted • the Re,on throughout the period. 
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Numbers of Pied-billed Grebes seem to be recovering some- 
what from recent low totals. In Nova Scotia they were said to 
be "as usual" (•de PP) but in Rhode Island they were "more 
numerous than usual" during September and October. In 
Massachusetts 12 were at Lakeville Sept. 20, 18 were there 
Nov. 1, and during October they were well reported. Horned 
Grebes likewise continue in depressed numbers and were 
generally not commented on except in Nova Scotia where they 
were termed "rather scarce" (j•de PP). A Red-necked Grebe 
in breeding plumage appeared inland and early at Clinton, 
Mass., Aug. 14 (j•de RHS). At Mount Desert Narrows, Me., 110 
Red-neckeds were noted Aug. 31 (KJ). This was apparently a 
routine occurrence where they appear early and undergo molt 
before moving on. Elsewhere in the Region they were fairly 
well reported and at P.E.I., where they are considered rare, 
there were 21 at Rustico Bay Nov. 8 (BD). The W. Grebe re- 
turned to Reid S.P., Me. during November for its 10th consec- 
utive winter there (j•de WT). 

TUBENOSES -- As mentioned previously, this was a very 
poor year for this group. Most unexpected, however, was a 
Black-browed Albatross well observed from the Cabot Strait 

ferry July 21 (CG). Considering their scarcity, six N. Fulmars 
at Rockport, Mass., Sept. 27 (RSF0 were surprising. The only 
other reports were of singles at Stellwagen Batik, Mass., Oct. 
26 (j•de RHS) and Eastham, Mass., Nov. 19 (WRP). The ap- 
pearance of Cory's Shearwater in our area is always unpre- 
dictable, and dependent on warm waters in the s. portion of 
the Region. Hence, the cool weather may have been responsible 
for the low numbers. Far offshore six were noted at Hydrog- 
rapher Canyon, Mass., Sept. 5 (BH) and several were still pres- 
ent at Georges Bank, N.S., in early October (j•de RGBB). At 
the local stronghold at Cox's Ledge, R.I., the maximum count 
was of only ten Sept. 4 (j•de DLE). In view of their scarcity, 
three at Eastham, Mass., during a storm Aug. 28 (WRP, RAF) 
were most unusual. Greater Shearwaters were best reported 
from the Bluenose ferry with 400 Aug. 20 (j•de WT) and 527 
Aug. 31 (CDD). On Sept. 4, 200 were observed at Cox's Ledge, 
R.I. (j•de DLE) and 100+ at Hydrographer Canyon, Mass. (BH). 

4 (BH). Typical counts of Wilson's Storm-Petrel were "thou- 
sands" at Mount Desert Rock, Me., Aug. 28 (•de WT), 1000•- 
at Hydrographer Canyon, Mass., Sept. 4 (BH) and a like number 
in Cape Cod Bay, Mass., Aug. 23 (j•de RHS). Most, however, 
had departed by mid-September. Although an abundant 
breeder in the Region, Leach's Storm-Petrel is seldom reported 
in appreciable numbers. Rather typical counts were 31 on a 
Bluenose crossing Aug. 31 (CDD) and 20 at Hydrographer Can- 
yon, Mass., Sept. 4 (BH), but 15 observed during a storm at 
Cable Head, P.E.I., Sept. 27 (BD) were considered unusual. A 
single Band-rumped Storm-Petrel at Hydrographer Canyon, 
Mass., Sept. 4 (BH) was expected. 

PELECANIFORMES- Northern Gannets are a feature 

along the coast at this season, especially in October and No- 
vember during onshore winds or storms. Representative high 
totals were 5000 in one hour at Cable Head, P.E.I., Sept. 27 
(BD), 1200 in one hour at Dennis, Mass., Nov. 6 (BN) and 
10,000q- in 2 hours at Eastham, Mass., Nov. 19 (WRP) when at 
times they were passing at the rate of 475/minute. 

The event of the season was the presence of tropic- 
birds. A sub-ad. White-tailed Tropicbird was seen and 
photographed at Hydrographer Canyon, Mass., Sept. 4, 
where an immature thought to be this species was seen 
2 years ago. More exciting, however, was an ad. Red- 
billed Tropicbird which made 2 brief appearances at 
Mount Desert Rock, Me., Aug. 31 (D. James, •de HC). 
Even more amazing was the appearance of what was 
likely the same individual discovered at Gay Head, 
Martha's Vineyard, Mass., Sept. 15 (J. Rosenwald, m. 
oh.). This individual made several brief visits to the clay 
cliffs daily to the delight of many observers who flocked 
to see the bird even in this remote location. It was present 
at least until early November but its precise departure 
date is unknown since by that time it had become routine 
and local observers had become bored with making daily 
observations. 

Bed-billed Tropicbird at Martha's Vineyard, Mass., Oct. 21, 1986. Photo/Alan Brady. 

Six laggard Greaters were at Eastham, Mass., Nov. 22 (BN). 
The best count for Sooty Shearwater was of nine on a Bluenose 
crossing Aug. 13 (j•de WT). Otherwise counts there and else- 
where averaged only one to three on numerous occasions. The 
best tally for Manx Shearwater was 15 at Eastham, Mass., Aug. 
28 (WRP, RAF). Otherwise they were routinely seen in low 
numbers in offshore waters, including the Bluenose, through 
September. The only Audubon's Shearwaters were three at 
the now traditional Hydrographer Canyon, Mass., locality Sept. 

Both species of cormorants continue their population increase 
annually. As a consequence they are frequently observed but 
seldom commented upon. Large flocks of Double-cresteds are 
noted migrating beginning in early September. Included in 
these flocks are small numbers of Great Cormorants which 

move in unobtrusively and accumulate in favored wintering 
areas. More and more Double-cresteds are lingering into winter 
and Great Cormorants sometimes remain in summer. Inland 

reports, while still noteworthy, are becoming routine. 
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HERON AND ALLIES -- Most members of this group offer 
no surprises and carry over from the breeding season wh•le 
concentrating in late summer roosts in greatly increased num- 
bers American Bitterns continue to be reported in reduced 
numbers. Only seven were reported from Connecticut during 
the period (DV) and other areas reported equally discouraging 
totals. Least Bitterns were reported only from Massachusetts 
where a family group of five was present at Plum I. through 
much of August and a single individual was noted at Concord 
Aug 3 where it may still breed. Great Blue Heron breeding is 
very successful and good numbers were widespread through- 
out the Region during the period. Excellent numbers of Great 
Egrets were reported in Massachusetts. Forty-seven were noted 
in S Dartmouth Aug. 25 (fide RSH) and 46 were at Plum I., 
Sept 27 (RSH). Late summer numbers were high in Rhode 
Island and many continued into October with a few remaining 
in November (fide DLE). Farther n. two were reported from 
Nova Scotia in late August (fide IAM). The Snowy Egret is 
perhaps the most familiar heron in the Region, present in most 
coastal marshes from Maine southward. A summer roost at 

Plum I., Mass., Sept. 27 contained 750 birds (RSH). Farther n. 
an individual was seen at Norris Pt., Nfid., Aug. 8-11 (RB) and 
late individuals were at Sable I., N.S., Nov. 2 (ELM, fide IAM) 
and at Eel Brook, N.S., Nov. 3-18 (PRD, fide IAM). Little Blue 
Herons were sparsely reported from northeast coastal areas 
but four in Nova Scotia was a good showing including a late 
bird at Canning Oct. 19-20 (fide IAM). Tricolored Herons have 
become very scarce in the Region. In Maine, one was at Ken- 
nebunkport Aug. 14 with two at Scarborough Aug. 31 (fide 
WT) Two were present at Monomoy I., Mass., during the latter 
part of August (BN) and one was noted at Milford, Conn., in 
late August and early September (DV). In the Ipswich-Essex 
area, Mass., the best post-breeding assemblage of Cattle Egrets 
was of 49 birds Aug. 31 (JB). Otherwise there were few reports 
with one at Scarborough Marsh, Me., Aug. 30, one at Light- 
house Pt., Conn., Sept. I (fide DV) and two late individuals at 
Falmouth, Mass., Nov. 23 (ML). Black-crowned Night-Herons 
were present in usual numbers and most departed in October. 
The usual few Yellow-crowned Night-Herons were in favored 
areas in s. New England. More unusual were one at Dartmouth, 
N S, Sept. 7 (fide IAM), one at Grand Manan I., N.B., in August 
(fide WT) and an adult at Bass Harbor, Me., Sept. 27 (JEW). 
Glossy Ibises depart from our area soon after nesting and the 
only sizable count was of 20 at Plum I., Mass., Aug. 17 (.fide 
RHS) None was reported after September. 

WATERFOWL -- Waterfowl is a feature migrating through 
the Region, especially during the latter one-half of the reporting 
period, but elicit little comment except when major concen- 
trahons occur. A Fulvous Whistling-Duck was present off-and- 
on at Nantucket I., Mass., Oct. 9-Nov. 7 (fide RHS). Tundra 
Swans were scarce save a group of 21 over Branford, Conn., 
Oct 19 (NP, fide DV). Otherwise the only other reports were 
two at Middleboro, Mass., Nov. 16-t- (WRP) and one at E. Haven, 
Conn., Nov. 29 (fide DV). After breeding, Mute Swans congre- 
gate in flocks on coastal ponds. An indication of how well- 
established they have become were groups of 400 at Briggs 
Marsh, R.I., Aug. 17 (DLE) and 280 in Little Compton, R.I., Oct. 
4 (DLE). Greater White-fronted Geese continue to be reported 
in the Region. One was shot at Cole Harbour, N.S., Nov. 20 
(PP), one was present at Storrs, Conn., Nov. 12-27 (m.ob.) and 
one appeared briefly in W. Newbury, Mass., in mid-October 
(fide RAF). The Snow Goose passage through s. portions of the 
Region was early and impressive. There was a major movement 
beginning the last few days of September and the first week 
of October. At Lighthouse Pt., Conn., 2287 were migrating Sept. 
28-Nov. 5 with the peak occurring Oct. 5-10, while in w. Mas- 
sachusetts 3427 were observed migrating during the season 
(fide SK). 

Prince Edward Island is a major staging area for Canada 
Geese. Approximately 25,000-30,000 birds appeared this fall 

with maximum counts of 5500 at Orwe]] Bay W M A, Oct 4, 
3000 at Powna]l Bay Nov. 17, and 2500 at Tracadle Bay Nov 
23 (fide BD). 

An excellent po•t-breeding concentration of 318 Wood Ducks 
was at Norfolk, Mass., Aug. 31 (fide RHS). Green-winged Teal 
were widely noted throughout the period but no major con- 
centrations were reported. Good numbers of N. Pintail were 
reported from P.E.I., where 300 were observed at Pt. Prim Oct 
4 (BD). Rather sizable numbers of Blue-winged Teal were noted 
in the Maritimes early in the period with 165 at Prince Edward 
Island N.P., Aug. 27 (BD) and a "good year" in Nova Scotia 
They were equally prevalent s. of there but most had departed 
by early October. Northern Shovelers were normal this fall 
Best counts were 12 at Amherst Point Bird Sanctuary (here- 
after, A.P.B.S.), N.S., Nov. 4 (fide PP) and 60 at Monomoy I, 
Mass., Oct. I (BN). Gadwall continue to increase in the Region 
with 3 broods noted at P.E.I., in late August (BD) and two seen 
at A.P.B.S., N.S., Nov. 4-8 (fide PP). One hundred Gadwall 
were at Monomoy I., Mass., Oct. 19 (BN). About 10 Eur. Wigeon 
were observed during the period, the earliest appearing at Plum 
I., Mass., Aug. 21 (fide RHS). Noteworthy were a female at St 
John's, Nfid., Oct. 6-Nov. 9 (RB), two shot in mid-October at 
Colinet, Nfid. (fide BMt) and a pair at St. Pierre and Miquelon 
(hereafter, S.P.M.) Sept. 26-Nov. 2 (RE). Several reports of 100•- 
Am. Wigeon were reported from Nova Scotia southward but 
no noteworthy counts were reported. In Connecticut they were 
said to be late and in low numbers (fide DV). 

Canvasback were either overlooked or absent. Best totals 
were from urban Cambridge, Mass., where 625 were seen Nov 
17 (fide RHS) and Nov. 15 when 550 were observed at E. Prov- 
idence Res., R.I. (DLE). Rather low numbers of Redheads were 
noted in s. portions of the Region indicative of the late season 
Ring-necked Ducks continued recent high totals. Peak numbers 
were recorded at Lakeville, Mass., Oct. 18 (WRP) when 1100 
were noted and 800•- were at E. Winthrop, Me., Oct. 19 (JEW) 
Newfoundland's 2nd Tufted Duck was an imm. male shot at 

Colinet Nov. 3 (BMt). Lesser Scaup tend to be masked by the 
much more numerous Greater Scaup. One was reported from 
Parson's Pond, Nfld., Sept. 20 (BM) where they are now annual 
and 15 were at Souris, P.E.I., Nov. 2 (BD). Typical high counts 
were of 100 at E. Providence Res., R.I., Oct. 30 (DLE) and 375 
at Lakeville, Mass., Nov. 1 (WRP). Common Eider is a common 
breeding species from Maine northward and this species is 
sometimes found in large wintering flocks offshore when mi- 
grants aggregate. An estimated 50,000-75,000 at S. Monomoy 
I., Mass., Nov. 28 (WRP, BN) was one of the largest such con- 
centrations in recent years. King Eider was very sparsely re- 
ported. Two were seen at Sachuest Pt., R.I., Nov. 13 (JB) and 
three were at Pt. Judith, R.I., Nov. 21 (fide DLE). Elsewhere 
only occasional singles were seen. 

An early Harlequin Duck was observed at Rockport, Mass, 
Sept. 27 (RSH) and by Oct. 28, seven had arrived at Sachuest 
Pt., R.I., where 19 were present Nov. 28 (fide DLE). A male at 
Milford Pt., Conn., Nov. 12-14 (fide DV) was unusual. Olds- 
quaw, although largely unreported, are common during this 
season as are scoters. Average migratory counts were of 450 
Black Scoters in 1.5 hours at Manomet, Mass., Oct. 11 and 1650 
Surf Scoters during the same period the same day (WRP). Only 
a few Com. Goldeneyes were reported during the period. Bar- 
row's Goldeneyes began arriving in P.E.I. at the end of the 
period with six at Oyster Bay Bridge Nov. 16 and 18 at West 
River Nov. 30 (BD). Singles were noted in southern areas by 
the end of the period. Both Hooded and Com. mergansers were 
well reported from lakes and reservoirs in October and No- 
vember. At Souris, P.E.I., 1200•- Commons were reported Nov 
2 (BD). The large numbers of Red-breasted Mergansers present 
at Cape Cod, Mass., in previous falls failed to materialize. The 
best count was of 2200 at Monomoy I., Nov. 22-23 (BN). It was 
another excellent fall for Ruddy Ducks in s. New England with 
a well defined peak in late October. The highest count was of 
330 at Monomoy I., Mass., Oct. 25 (BN). 
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DIURNAL RAPTORS -- Usually this group •s g•ven rather 
little attention as a number of other journals report m depth 
on the fall migration. However, this year's events were so im- 
pressive as to warrant more than a cursory overview. The Black 
Vulture is extending its range just to the s. of the Region and 
reports in our area reflect this increase. Two Black Vultures 
were seen near Charlottetown, P.E.I., Oct. 4 (BD), one was in 
Essex, Mass., Aug. 1 (fide RHS) and one was at Branford, Conn., 
Oct. 19 (NP, fide DV). Turkey Vultures continue to be very 
well reported through October as far n. as Nova Scotia. A winter 
roost was discovered in Voluntown, Conn., near the Rhode 
Island border where 30 were observed Nov. 29 (fide DLE). Os- 
preys are recovering very well from lows of only 2 decades 
ago. At Lighthouse Pt., Conn., 1490 were recorded in September 
and October with peaks of 159 Sept. 27 and 150 Oct. I (NC). 
The Bald Eagle is likely to be found almost anywhere in the 
Region at any time as a result of increased productivity of the 
wild population and local hacking programs. Fall totals were 
13 at Lighthouse Pt., Conn. (NC) and 23 at Quaker Ridge, Conn. 
(ESJ). The season total for N. Harrier at Lighthouse Pt., Conn., 
was 989 (fide DV). Peak days were Sept. 16 with 108 birds and 
Sept. 27 with 127 (fide NC). Harriers were well reported else- 
where in the Region but nowhere near the order of magnitude 
as at Lighthouse Pt. Sharp-shinned Hawk numbers were im- 
pressive. At Harpswell, Me., 3506 were observed during the 
season (GNA) and 11,943 were tallied at Lighthouse Pt., Conn. 
with daily totals exceeding 1000 Sept. 16, Oct. 4 & 5 (fide NC). 
A respectable 450+ Sharp-shinneds were at Brier I., N.S., Sept. 
27 (fide IAM). Lighthouse Pt. also cornered the market on 
Cooper's Hawk. The season total of 476 included 62 on Sept. 
27, 59 on Oct. I and 86 on Oct. 5 (fide NC). Ten Cooper's 
observed at Harpswell, Me., Oct. 25 represented almost one- 
half the seasonal total (GNA). Northern Goshawks enjoyed a 
good fall on Newfoundland's Avalon Pen. (BMt) and five were 
present at Brier I., N.S., Oct. 11-12 (fide IAM). Elsewhere re- 
ports were rather scanty although the season total at Light- 
house Pt. was 24 (fide DV). 

The spectacle of the fall was the Broad-winged Hawk flight 
at Quaker Ridge, Conn. On Sept. 14, 30,535 Broad-wingeds 
were observed with an amazing 17,301 passing in one hour 
between 3 and 4 PM (ESJ). Counts from other areas paled by 
comparison, with a total of only 10,105 reported from all of w. 
Massachusetts. In a normal year 4000+ at Lighthouse Pt., 
Conn., Sept. 16, 7200+ at Fairfield, Conn., the same day (fide 
NC) and 2500 at Brier I., N.S., Sept. 27 (fide IAM) would have 
been respectable totals. An imm. Broad-winged at Prince Ed- 
ward Island N.P., Nov. 8, provided only the 2nd provincial 
record (BD). The only Swainson's Hawk report for the season 
was one at Branford, Conn., Sept. 12 (NP, fide DV). An imm. 
Red-tailed Hawk at St. John's, Nfld., Oct. 11 [BMt) furnished 
only the 5th provincial record. Reports of Rough-legged Hawks 
began filtering in beginning in mid-October but by the end of 
the period reports were sparse indicating a below-average 
winter for the species. Totals of migrating Golden Eagles, most 
reported after mid-October, were of six at Quaker Ridge, Conn. 
(ESJ), five at Lighthouse Pt., Conn. (fide DV) and three at Han- 
cock, Mass. (fide SK). 

American Kestrels totalled 4140 at Lighthouse Pt., Conn., in 
September and October with a peak Sept. 25-27 (fide DV). A 
good flight occurred at Brier I., N.S., Sept. 27 when 160+ were 
seen (fide IAM). The best Merlin flight in memory occurred 
this fall. Fifty were noted at Block I., R.I., Sept. 19-20 [fide 
DLE). At Harpswell, Me., the season total of 218 included 76 
on Sept. 25 [GNA), and at Lighthouse Pt., Conn., the season 
total was 442 with a peak during the first week of October 
(fide DV). Peregrine Falcons also staged a banner flight with 
a pronounced peak in early October. As many as 30 were found 
on Block I., R.I., Oct. 4-8 (fide DLE). About 25 Peregrines were 
at Nantucket I., Mass. in early October (fide RHS) and a like 
number were present on Cape Cod during the same period. 
Regionwide the total number of Peregrines probably totalled 
200 or more but only a handful of these were reported from 

Maritime Canada The early ewdence indicates Gyrfalcon wfil 
be scarce this winter. One at St. John's, Nfid., Oct. 11 (BMt) 
could be considered normal, but one at Lighthouse Pt., Corm, 
Nov. 21 (m.ob.) must have caused much excitement. Two 
probable Gyrfalcons were seen in Massachusetts during Oc- 
tober. 

SoAo 

An imm. falcon was observed perched and in flight at 
Morris L, Chatham, Mass., on the afternoon of Sept. 21 
(WB, CAG). In all aspects the bird fit the description for 
Hobby (Falco subbuteo) and even the voice, heard briefly, 
was consistent with that species. It was located again 
during the ensuing week on nearby S. Monomoy I. It 
was observed perched at some distance by a small con- 
tingent of skilled observers, some familiar with the spe- 
cies in life, on the morning of Sept. 27, and all agreed •t 
most closely resembled a Hobby. It took flight and 
quickly disappeared, not to be seen again. 

GROUSE THROUGH CRANES -- The Gray Partridge has 
a small established population in the Region, mostly in Nova 
Scotia where six were seen at Port Williams Nov. 7 and 12 m 

Wolfville Nov. 15 (fide IAM). Also in Nova Scotia Spruce 
Grouse were reported in better than normal numbers (fide 
IAM). A rare Black Rail was seen briefly at Hammonassett 
S.P., Conn., Oct. 6 (Clay Taylor, fide DV). Rails continue to be 
sparsely reported with no significant sightings of Sora or Vir- 
ginia Rail. The only reports of Clapper Rails were one each 
from coastal Rhode Island and Massachusetts. The 2rid pro- 
vincial record of Com. Moorhen on P.E.I. was provided by two 
immatures observed at East Point Sept. 28 (BD). Several migrant 
moorhens were noted in Rhode Island, the last at Echo Lake 
Nov. 30 (fide DLE) being quite late. American Coots began 
appearing in mid-October and as the season progressed num- 
bers gradually built up but still fell short of counts 2 decades 
ago. Hundreds were reported in the Newport, R.I. vicinity Nov 
12-14 (JB). Sandhill Cranes were well reported. Two at St 
Johns, Nfld., Sept. 22 (D. Phalen, fide BMt) were possibly the 
same as two seen nearby in early August. One at Elderbank 
Marsh, N.S., was present from June to Aug. 6 (fide IAM). Three 
flyovers were seen at Branford, Conn., Sept. 7 (NP, fide DV) 
and one was seen at Eastham, Mass., Oct. 11 (CAG, fide WB) 

SHOREBIRDS -- By all accounts the shorebird flight was 
poor with generally low numbers of most species. Black-belhed 
Plovers were present in varying numbers throughout the period, 
the peak recorded in late August and early September. Lesser 
GoldemPloyers were well reported in s. portions of the Regmn 
in late August and early September. Fifty-two were present at 
Richmond turf farm, R.I., Aug. 30 (fide DLE), 100+ were noted 
on Nantucket I., Aug. 27 (SAP) and a like number were present 
on Martha's Vineyard, Mass., in early September (VL). The 
flight of immatures in October was most pronounced, but not 
great, in the MarRimes and late individuals were seen Into 
mid or late November in many areas. Semipalmated Plovers 
noticeably peaked in the latter one-half of August with the 
best total of 920 at Plum I., Mass., Aug. 16 (RSH). A count of 
100 at S.P.M., Oct. 15 (RE) was high for such a late date. Piping 
Plovers withdraw from breeding areas early in the period and 
are mostly gone by early September. Perhaps the most note- 
worthy count was of five at Kennebunkport, Me., Aug. 14 (JEW) 
American Oystercatchers were unreported away from estab- 
lished s. New England breeding areas. Post-breeding aggre- 
gations included 67+ at Monomoy I., Mass., in August (BN) 
and 22 at Napatree Pt., R.I., Sept. 8 (fide DLE). Yellowlegs were 
generally unremarked upon with Lessers peaking in early Au- 
gust and Greaters in early October. Solitary Sandpipers were 
widespread through the Region from July through September 
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w•th no appreciable concentratmns Forty Upland Sandp•pers 
at the Deblms, Me. blueberry barrens was a post-breeding 
bufidup but 11 at the Richmond turf farm, Rhode Island, Aug. 
12, and 13 there a week later (fide DLE) were migrants during 
the normal migration period. In Nova Scotia the Whimbrel 
m•gration peaked at Cape Breton in mid-August and 200 were 
at W. Miquelon Aug. 2 (AD). Over 400 were observed flying 
to an evening roost at Monomoy I., Mass., Aug. 5 (fide WB). 
The usual few Whimbrels were reported throughout the Region 
through late October. Hudsonian Godwits did not distinguish 
themselves, the best count being of only 100 at Monomoy I., 
Mass., Aug. 10 (BN) and at Biddeford, Me., 19 were observed 
Aug 15 (JW). The usual singles and small flocks of juveniles 
were reported in October with four at 3 locations in Connect- 
•cut •nto early November (DV) being somewhat unusual. 

Fewer than normal Marbled Godwits visited the Region. 
Dunng August and September one was in Maine, two in Rhode 
Island (fide DLE), three in Connecticut (fide DV), and two in 
Massachusetts. Laggards were seen at Ninigret, R.I., Oct. 16 
(fide DLE) and Monomoy I., Mass., Nov. 15 (BN). Red Knots 
peaked at 1200 at Scituate, Mass., Aug. 16 (fide GWG) and 400 
were at Monomoy I., Aug. 10 and 100 were there Nov. I (BN). 
Otherwise, 157 at S.P.M., Sept. 22 (AD) was the only note- 
worthy report. Twelve hundred Sanderlings were at Monomoy 
I, Mass., from mid-August to mid-September and 1000 were 
there Oct. 10 (BN). There was a noticeable movement of Semi- 
palmated Sandpipers in both Connecticut and Massachusetts 
•n m•d-August and they were present "in thousands (as usual)" 
•n Nova Scotia from August to mid-September. A notably late 
Sem•palmated was at Cape Race, Nil&, Nov. 12 (BMt). It was 
a poor season for W. Sandpipers with fewer than 20 reported. 
Nova Scotia had two, Rhode Island five, with the highest count 
of e•ght plus at Eastham, Mass., Sept. 18 (BN). A fairly bright 
but fading Little Stint was discovered at Duxbury, Mass., Aug. 
6 (M Kasprzyk) and identifiably photographed. It was last seen 
Aug 14 but seen by only a few observers owing to the remote 
Iocatmn. Judging from the lack of comment the Least Sandpiper 
m•gration could best be characterized as routine. 

SoAo 

Not all shorebirds were poorly represented. White~ 
rumped Sandpipers elicited comments from most of the 
Region. The first indication that something unusual was 
happening came from Plum I., Mass., in early September 
when 600-800 were estimated on various dates. More 
routine were 200 at Grand Barachois, S.P.M., Aug. 17 
(RE) where they remained fairly common to late Sep- 
tember and 100-t- at Halifax, N.S., Sept. 6 (FS). Elsewhere 
they were reasonably scarce. They again flooded into 
the Maritimes beginning in late October. In Newfound- 
land "an exceptionally major movement" (BMt) occurred 
Oct. 25-26 when dozens of flocks numbering 20-30 birds 
were flying around St. John's but had no place to land. 
At Gros Morne N.P. (hereafter, GMNP) flocks of from 
five to 40 White-rumpeds were "everywhere" (BM) Oct. 
28-31 but total numbers were beyond estimating. At 
S P.M., there was another wave Oct. 24 to Nov. 4 (RE) 
and at P.E.I. 270 were found Oct. 19 and 320 were present 
Nov. 8 (BD). In Nova Scotia 180 were present at Cherry 
Hfil in early November (FS) and lower numbers were 
reported elsewhere. Not surprisingly White-rumpeds 
were still being seen as November drew to a close. 

It was a fairly average fall for Baird's Sandpiper with reports 
totalhng more than 30 individuals. Four were at Brier I., N.S., 
Sept 3 (fide FS), eight were at Plum I., Mass., Sept. 14 (fide 
GWG) and five were at Monomoy I., Mass., Sept. 27 (fide GWG). 
The Pectoral Sandpiper flight consisted mainly of immatures 
•n October with 120-t- at Sheffield Mills, N.S., Oct. 11-14 (fide 
FS), seven at E. Winthrop, Me., Oct. 18-19 (JW) and 100 at 
Monomoy I., Mass., Oct. 12 (BN). Purple Sandpipers began to 

filter •nto rocky coasthnes •n the Region in late October Dunhn, 
our latest m•grat•ng shoreb•rd, reaches peak numbers after m•d- 
October with possibly 10,000 present at 4 Massachusetts lo- 
cations Oct. 21-Nov. I (fide GWG). Only two Curlew Sand- 
pipers were observed in the Region--one at Cherry Hill Aug 
30 (SJF, fide FS) and a molting adult at Quicksand Pond., R I, 
Aug. 23-28 (fide DLE) which furnished only the 4th state re- 
cord. For the 2nd consecutive year a Stilt Sandpiper graced 
Newfoundland, this one at Cape Freels Aug. 15 (RB). Only mx 
Stilts were reported from Nova Scotia in August and Septem- 
ber. The best counts were of 25 at Ninigret Pond., R.I., Aug 3 
(fide DLE) and 34 at Plum I., Mass., Aug 16 (RAF) while a 
notably late individual was at Rockport, Mass., Nov. 5 
(fide GWG). 

Buff-breasted Sandpipers put in the poorest showing in re- 
cent memory. Only 12 were reported including one at Grand 
Manan I., N.B., Sept. 27 (CDD), two at the Richmond turf farm, 
R.I., Aug. 28 (fide DLE), two at Guilford, Conn., Aug. 31 (fide 
DV) and four at Monomoy I., Mass., Sept. 27 (fide GWG). A 
Ruff was observed at Guilford, Conn., Aug. 22 (fide DV) and 
two rather late individuals were noted in Nova Scotia, one at 
Cherry Hill Oct. 5 and at Hartlen's Pt., Nov. 5 (fide FS). The 
Short-billed Dowitcher is an early migrant in the Region, 
reaching peak numbers mid-July-early August but a notably 
late individual was at Stratford, Conn., Nov. 1-3 (DV). The 
Long-billed Dowitcher is regular only at Plum I., Mass., where 
typical totals were 82 on Aug. 16, 85 on Sept. 4 and 75 on Oct 
21 (fide GWG). Otherwise they are scarce virtually everywhere 
in the Region with most occurrences late in the season. Typical, 
and the first good provincial record, was one at Prince Edward 
Island N.P., Oct. 25-Nov. 2 (BD) and one at Scarboro, Me., Nov 
I (JW). Over 100 Com. Snipe in Monmouth and E. Winthrop, 
Me., Oct. 18-19 (JW) was a good fall count. 

Wilson's Phalarope seems to be declining as a migrant •n 
the Region with fewer than ten seen this year with one each 
in Rhode Island and Connecticut in August and two at Scar- 
boro, Me., Aug. 26 (Paul Lehman). Red-necked Phalaropes were 
observed in "disturbingly low numbers" (CDD) at Grand Manan 
Basin, a major staging area. The best count was of 2000 at 
Mount Desert I., Me., Sept. I (fide WT). The Red Phalarope 
seemed to be holding its own with 1364 seen from the Bluenose 
ferry Aug. 31 (CDD) and "thousands" off Brier I., N.S., Aug 
30-31 where 200 were still present Oct. 11-12 (fide FS). Off- 
shore pelagic trips reported very small numbers of either spe- 
cies throughout the period. 

JAEGERS THROUGH ALCIDS -- Small numbers of jae- 
gers were reported by intrepid offshore observers through Oc- 
tober. At L'Anse-aux-Meadows, Nfid., a NE gale Sept. 3 pro- 
duced two Pomafine, 40 Parasitic and 12 Longstailed jaegers 
where the latter species is to be expected at that time of year 
(BMt). Otherwise, only a handful of Pomatines and Parasitics 
were noted on Bluenose crossings and other pelagic ventures 
Surprising in light of their scarcity offshore were land-based 
sightings during storms at Eastham, Mass., of nine Pomatines 
Aug. 28 (WRP, RAF) and ten there Nov. 19 (WRP). 

Perhaps the most perplexing problem in the Region, both •n 
terms of identification and temporal distribution, is the oc- 
currence of skuas. South Polar Skua was reported from the 
Nova Scotia side of a Bluenose crossing Aug. 17 (IAM, fide 
RGBB), at Cox's Ledge, R.I., Aug. 23 and again somewhat farther 
s., Sept. 4 (fide DLE) and at Hydrographer Canyon, Mass., Sept 
4 (BH). At least four unidentified skuas were seen including 
one from land during a poorly defined storm at Eastham, Mass, 
Aug. 28 (WRP, RAF). 

Reflecting their increasing breeding and dispersal from more 
southerly breeding areas, Laughing Gulls were present •n 
southern areas until at least mid-October but one in New- 

foundland, where it is increasing as a vagrant, Aug. 23 (BMt) 
was noteworthy. The Region's first inland record for Franklin's 
Gull was furnished by a bird at Amherst, Mass., Sept. 15-22 
(C. Withgott, fide SK) and what was probably the same bird 
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was seen at Longmeadow, Mass, Sept 22 (fide SK) A Frankhn's 
Gull was at GMNP, Nfid., Aug. 9-10 (RB, BM) and an adult 
was off Plum I., Mass., Aug. 16 (RSH). Single Little Gulls, both 
•mmatures, were seen at L'Anse-aux-Meadows, Nfid., Aug. 31 
& Sept. 5 (BMt) and two were at Campobello I., Oct. 5 (fide 
WT). South of there they were very scarce. A small flock of 
Com. Black-headed Gulls had returned to Glace Bay, N.S. by 
Sept. 29 (fide RGBB) and the high November count at St. John's, 
Nfid., was a rather low 44 on Nov. 13 (BMt). Four Black-headeds 
was a good'count at Rockland, Me., Nov. 30 (KJ) but only scat- 
tered individuals could be found elsewhere. Ten thousand 

Bonaparte's Gulls were at Head Harbour Passage, N.B., by Aug. 
6 but were less numerous than usual during the season (fide 
WT). Farther south they were well reported in normal numbers 
through November. An ad. Mew Gull was early at St. John's, 
Nfid., Aug. 8 (BMt) and another was seen there Oct. 10-Nov. 
16 (m.ob.). 

Reflecting their widespread abundance, especially in fall, 
Ring-billed Gulls were virtually uncommented upon. Gulls 
are a standard feature of coastal areas in late fall. However, a 
late November concentration of gulls at the Parson's Pond, 
Nfid. fish processing plant contained an astounding 5000 Ice- 
land, 3000 Great Black-backed, 2000 Herring and 100 Glaucous 
gulls (BM). Farther s. both Iceland and Glaucous gulls in limited 
numbers do not appear routinely until winter weather has set 
•n. A possible second-winter Thayer's Gull was seen at Cam- 
pobello I., N.B., Nov. 23 (CDD). Scattered Lesser Black-backed 
Gulls are now the norm but two at Block I., R.I., Oct. 6-8 and 
one at Fresh Pond, R.I., Nov. 6-9 (fide DLE) were among the 
few state records. Black-legged Kittiwakes, very common off- 
shore on the fishing banks, were poorly reported inshore owing 
to a lack of severe storms. Perhaps most unusual were four at 
Pt. judith, R.I., Nov. 6 and a like number there Nov. 21 (fide 
DLE). A well described ad. Ross' Gull was seen from a fishing 
boat about 2 miles off L'Anse-aux-Meadows, Nfid., Sept. 22 (L. 
Millman). Sabine's Gulls were poorly reported offshore prob- 
ably because whales and other pelagics were scarce--lack of 
food. The only reports were of an adult at Mount Desert Rock, 
Me., Sept. 8 (B. Agler, fide KJ) and one at Stellwagen Bank, 
Mass., Sept. 5 (BH). An early Ivory Gull was observed at St. 
John's, Nfid., Nov. 16-24 (M. Parmenter, fide BMt) where it is 
rare. 

The only Gull-billed Tern noted was an adult reported after 
a storm at Eastham, Mass., Aug. 19 (RSH). As many as 35 Cas- 
pian Terns were at P.E.I. late August-early October (BD) rep- 
resenting a post-breeding buildup. South of there singles or 
small groups were noted passing along the coast with most 
reports in late September and early October. The typical few 
late summer Royal Terns were in s. New England with the 
greatest concentrations in Rhode Island where three were at 
Nmigret Sept. 15-23 and two to three at Chariestown Sept. 
17-29 (fide DLE). Unique for the season was a Sandwich Tern 
at Monomoy I., Mass., Sept. 10-13 (BN). Thousands of Roseate 
Terns were present as usual on Monomoy I., Mass., in early 
September (BN) where local breeders tend to concentrate be- 
fore departing for the wintering grounds. More surprising were 
130 at Napatree Pt., R.I., Aug. 5 (fide DLE) and 110 at Nantucket 
I, Mass., Oct. 3 (fide GWG). Scattered Com. Terns were re- 
ported until late November in s. areas. 

Arctic Terns depart on migration quickly after the young 
fledge and were almost universally uncommented upon. Fors- 
ter's Terns were very scarce before mid-September when 
numbers increased significantly. Sixteen were at Ninigret, R.I., 
Sept. 25 (fide DLE), 12 at Chatham, Mass., Oct. 19 (BN), 23 at 
Duxbury, Mass., Oct. 27 (DEC) and 20 in Westport, Mass., Nov. 
I (RHS). Least Terns had generally departed from the Region 
by the beginning of September. An ad. Sooty Tern at Petit 
Manan I. and Matinicus Rock, Me., in late July (M.P. Drennan, 
C Treyball) and at Mount Desert Rock, Me., Aug. 12 (HC) was 
very unusual since no storm brought it there. Black Terns 
were very sparsely reported. However, after the remnants of 
hurricane Charles Aug. 19 there were numbers along the Con- 

nectlcut coast w•th one to s•x seen per stop (DV), 60 were at 
Eastham, Mass. (WRP) and 60+ were at Nantucket I., Mass 
(SAP). Obviously they are not uncommon in offshore waters 
at this season. The usual few Black Skimmers appeared in late 
summer in s. New England but one that remained to Aug 18 
at Grand Manan I., N.B. (fide WT) was decidedly unusual 

Alcids were generally scarce in keeping with recent reports 
except in northern areas. They were "common as usual" •n 
Newfoundland including Dovekies with 1500 observed at St 
John's Nov. 17 (BMt). From one to three Com. Murres were •n 
the Grand Manan Basin, N.B., in late September (CDD). In the 
same area Razorbills were slightly more numerous and Atlantic 
Puffins even more so with 26 observed Sept. 20 and 56 present 
Oct. 3 (CDD). Twelve puffins were seen at Brier I., N.S., Oct 
11 (fide RGBB). On Nov. 22, 40 Razorbills and 700 unidentified 
large alcids, most likely Razorbills, were seen at Eastham, Mass 
(BN). Black Guillemots are widely scattered in small numbers 
along rocky sections of the n. coast but 36 at Acadia N.P., Me, 
Oct. 3 (JB) was a better-than-average count. 

DOVES THROUGH WOODPECKERS -- The only White- 
winged Dove reported in the Region was at a Chatham, Mass 
feeder Aug. 8-10 (fide BN). A Yellow-billed Cuckoo was noted 
at Cape Spear, Nfid., Sept. 12 (BMt), two were at Seal I., N S, 
Oct. 16 and one was in Nova Scotia Oct. 29 (fide IAM). Very 
few Black-billed Cuckoos were reported. A migrant Com. Barn- 
Owl was noted at Lighthouse Pt., Conn., Nov. 20 (fide DV) 

Perhaps the most excitement of the fall was engendered by 
the Snowy Owl flight which did not begin until November At 
St. John's, Nfid., where they are rarely seen, six appeared Nov 
28-30 and were termed possible precursors of a "good flight" 
(BMt). At S.P.M., one appeared Nov. 17 and five were seen 
Nov. 26-28 (RE). A similar pattern occurred in Nova Scotia 
where four were seen beginning Nov. 16. Farther s. one first 
appeared at Napatree, R.I., Nov. 12, three more were found 
Nov. 18-29 (fide DLE) and two were at Lighthouse Pt., Corm, 
Nov. 20 (fide DV). However, most of the action was in Mas- 
sachusetts. The first Snowy appeared in the Plum I., Salisbury, 
Mass. area Nov. 8 and a peak count of 11 was recorded Nov 
23 (P. Roberts, fide RHS). In Boston at Logan Airport they were 
present throughout most of the month with a maximum single 
day count of 18 recorded in late November (Norman Smith, 
fide RHS). Scattered individuals were reported in other coastal 
locations, mostly after mid month. It could be an interesting 
winter for Snowy Owl. Stay tuned for further developments 

A Burrowing Owl that was first discovered at Katama, Mar- 
tha's Vineyard, July 17 (P. Vickery) was still present untfi at 
least early October and some fortunate observers were able to 
record it and the tropicbird on the same visit. Long-eared Owls 
are uncommon fall migrants with numbers varying widely 
from year-to-year. This year three were found at Brier I., N S, 
Oct. 11-13 (fide IAM) and four were at Lighthouse Pt., Conn, 
Nov. 21. Other reports indicated it would be a poor winter for 
the species. Likewise Short-eared owl reports were low except 
for nine at a roost on Monomoy I., Mass., Sept. 28 (BN) and s•x 
on Nantucket I., Mass., Sept. 18 (fide GWG), both breeding 
locales. In Connecticut small numbers, one to three individuals, 
were noted at several locations Oct. 15-20 (fide DV). The N 
Saw-whet Owl is also a migrant in the Region but again reports 
were few except for 20+ at Brier I., N.S., Oct. 12-13 (fide IAM) 

The Com. Nighthawk migration is visible and consistent from 
year-to-year. A coordinated watch in Massachusetts recorded 
23,770 Aug. 20-Sept. 7 with nearly 16,000 observed Aug. 31- 
Sept. 2. Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were sparsely reported 
but at Lighthouse Pt., Conn., where a daily watch of migrants 
was conducted, 158 hummingbirds were recorded in late Au- 
gust and September with the peak occurring Sept. 5-13 and 
the species last noted Oct. 16 (fide DV). An imm. Selasphorus, 
almost certainly a Rufous, was present Aug. 27-29 at S. Well- 
fleet, Mass. (D. Reynolds). This represents only the 5th record 
for the species in the Region. 

One of the highlights of the season was a Lewis' Woodpecker 
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discovered at Cow Head, Nfld, Aug 14 where •t remained 
until at least Sept. 11 (Dave Fiddler, m.ob.). This is only the 
4th record for the Region. Few Red-headed Woodpeckers were 
noted. Three were reported from Nova Scotia in October (fide 
IAM) and five were seen at Lighthouse Pt., Conn., Sept. 25- 
Oct 31 (fide DV). Red-bellied Woodpeckers continue to grad- 
ually become established in limited numbers in s. portions of 
the Region. One was at Halifax, N.S., Nov. 5-30 (fide IAM) 
and one at Cambridge Narrows, N.B., Nov. 2-6 (David Christie, 
fide BD) represented a first provincial record. Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers have a narrow migration window in late September 
to early October and often seem to pass through virtually un- 
noticed. Best count was of 15 at Block I., R.I., Oct. 4-5 (fide 
DLE) with six at Plum I., Mass., Sept. 28 (fide GWG). Northern 
Fhckers are commonly encountered in numbers along coastal 
beaches in fall but 500+ at Brier I., N.S., Sept. 27 (fide IAM) 
was much better than an average high count. 

FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS- Last season Olive-sided 
Flycatchers staged a good flight but this year was poor. The 
only reports of more than single individuals were three banded 
at Appledore I., Me., Sept. 4 (DWH) and three at Martha's 
Vineyard, Mass., Sept. 9 (VL). Empidonax flycatchers are largely 
ignored during fall unless they can be identified as Yellow- 
belhed. At Bon Portage, N.S., Aug. 16-22 there were five Yel- 
low-bellieds, eight Leasts, and 43 Alders. A second wave on 
Sept I had 10 Alders and an amazing 300+ Least Flycatchers 
(fide JSC). Banding totals for Appledore I., Me., Aug. 19-Sept. 
14 included 37 "Traill's," 62 Leasts and 72 Yellow-bellied fly- 
catchers with a maximum of 22 Yellow-bellieds banded Sept. 
4 (DWH). 

The W. Kingbird is a rare but regular fall migrant in the 
Region but the timing of the appearances defies comprehen- 
sion Early arrivals occurred at Appledore I., Me., Aug. 20-21 
(DWH) and Nantucket I., Mass., Aug. 27 (SAP). The monthly 
regional totals were six in September, 20 in October and six 
in November with a peak count of three at Martha's Vineyard, 
Mass., Oct. 3 (P. Vickery). In some years they are prevalent in 
September, almost totally lacking in October only to reappear 
again in November. The typical fall migration of E. Kingbirds 
failed to materialize. The best day at Digby, N.S., was Sept. 1 
(fide JSC) and only 34 were tallied at Lighthouse Pt., Conn., 
Aug 19-Sept. 9 (fide DV). 

The Scissor-tailed Flycatcher is, at best, a rare fall migrant. 
This year one appeared at Campobello I., N.B., Oct. 12 (CDD), 
Eastport, Me., Oct. 21 and a remarkable two at Old Town, Me., 
Nov 6 where one remained until at least Nov. 10 (fide WT). 
Yet another Scissor-tailed turned up on Nantucket I., Mass., 
Nov 9 (fide EA) where it remained to the end of the period 
and was subsisting (in part) on winterberry (Ilex verticillata). 

The Region's small population of Purple Martins apparently 
pulled out on time in late August and no late individuals were 
seen In Nova Scotia, Tree Swallows had a poor breeding season 
resulting in an early departure (fide JSC) and in Rhode Island 
the flight was greatly reduced (fide DLE). Few N. Rough-winged 
Swallows lingered beyond mid-August and the only late in- 
dividual was one at Napatree Pt., R.I., Sept. 27 (DLE). Cliff 
Swallows depart in August and become lost in the hordes of 
Tree Swallows. Fairly typical counts were ten at Napatree Pt., 
R I, Aug. 12 (fide DLE), eight in Halifax, Mass., Aug. 30 and 
50 in Norfolk, Mass., the same day (fide LET). Late reports 
included a Cliff Swallow at Cape Tormentinc, N.B., Oct. 14 
(BD), four were at Cape Race, Nfld., Oct. 11 (BMt) and one was 
seen during snow squalls at St. John's Oct. 31 (BMt). Barn 
Swallows also depart early and are seldom seen in October 
but almost invariably reverse migration occurs in early No- 
vember and did again this year from Connecticut to Maine 
totalling about ten individuals. Four were noted at Portland, 
Me, Nov. (fide WT) and a very tardy individual was headed 
N (•) at Plum I., Mass., Nov. 29 (WRP). 

COBVIDS THROUGH WRENS -- Gray Jays were said to 
become more visible in fall in Nova Scotia with six reports in 

October and five •n November (fide JSC) There was a good 
but not spectacular coastal fi•ght of Blue Jays in Rhode Island 
and Connecticut. On Sept. 27, 800 were at Sakonnet Pt., and 
400 at Watch Hill, R.I. (fide DLE). At Lighthouse Pt., Conn, 
27,239 were observed migrating Sept. 13-Oct. 30 with the peak 
occurring Sept. 20-Oct. 7 (fide DV). Common Ravens have 
now become firmly established in w. Massachusetts with 65 
birds reported from 23 locations (fide SK) although some may 
have been duplicate reports. 

The Eurasian Jackdaw continued on Nantucket I., Mass, 
through November (fide LET). Black-capped Chickadees were 
migrating at Brier I., N.S., Oct. 11-12 when 250 were noted, 
and at East Pt., P.E.I., Sept. 28 chickadees were very prevalent 
with every 10th bird a Boreal Chickadee (BD). Beginning in 
late October in Newfoundland flocks of 10-20+ Boreal Chick- 
adees were flying across roads and landing in deciduous trees 
(BMt). At Pubnico Pt., N.S., Sept. 28, 30 Boreal Chickadees 
were moving, and again in late October small numbers were 
found in 2 locations (fide JSC). In areas s. of the breeding range 
Boreals were particularly scarce with singles seen only in 
Connecticut at Branford Oct. 19 and Groton Oct. 28 (fide DV) 
In Newfoundland Red-breasted Nuthatches were in normal 

or slightly above-normal numbers. However, s. of there a malor 
movement was noted but was restricted almost entirely to the 
coast. At Bon Portage, N.S., 220+ were observed Aug. 16-22 
and at Brier I., they were "all over the place" Aug. 31-Sept 
3. At Appledore I., Me., 97 were banded with 30% of these 
Aug. 31-Sept. 4 (DWH). At Block I., R.I., 325 Red-breasted Nut- 
hatches were found Oct. 4-5 (fide DLE). There were more 
than 40 White-breasted Nuthatches in Nova Scotia during the 
fall where it is considered a rare bird (fide JSC). As a result of 
mild winters the Carolina Wren population has been building 
up in s. New England. A Bewick's Wren, well seen and de- 
scribed, was an extremely rare find at Chatham, Mass., Sept 
14 (WB, CAG). Winter Wrens must have slipped through almost 
unnoticed and none was reported from n. areas. A rare migrant 
Sedge Wren was seen at Block 1., R.I., Sept. 19 (TK) for the only 
report. 

KINGLETS THROUGH SHRIKES -- Golden-crowned 

Kinglets enjoyed a good fall flight which commenced in late 
September and 60 were observed at Brier I., N.S., Sept. 28 (fide 
JSC). In Maine they were considered common to abundant 
during the fall (fide WT) and at Block I., R.I., 200+ were found 
Oct. 4-5 (fide DLE). Unlike the Red-breasted Nuthatch flight, 
kinglets were found inland as well as along the coast but num- 
bers there were considerably fewer. Ruby-crowned Kinglets 
were also prevalent during the same period but on a consid- 
erably lower order of magnitude. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatchers occurred in normal numbers in s 
areas but in n. areas where they do not breed they continued 
to appear at late dates. A gnatcatcher appeared at Cape Spear, 
Nfld., Sept. 14-Oct. 4 (BMt, CB), the 2nd record for P.E.I. oc- 
curred at Souris Nov. 2 (BD) and three were present in Nova 
Scotia Nov. 3-16 (fide JSC). At least five N. Wheatears graced 
the Region at Cape Spear, Nfld., Oct. 11-14 (RB, BMt), at Port- 
land, Me., Sept. 8 (fide WT), at Westport, Conn., Sept. 29-30 
(fide DV), and at Plymouth and Wellfleet, Mass., Sept. 20 
(fide LET). 

Eastern Bluebirds received few comments. A 3 Mountain 

Bluebird was discovered at Miquelon Nov. 4 (AD, fide RE) 
where it remained for 2 or 3 days. This was only the 2nd re- 
gional sighting. Thrushes continue to occur in alarmingly low 
numbers. Banding totals for Appledore I., Me., Aug. 19-Sept 
14 were 16 Veeries, eight Swainson's and two Gray-cheeked 
thrushes. At S.P.M. Gray-cheekeds were reported as more 
conspicuous than usual Sept. 2-14 (RE) but otherwise thrushes 
were unreported. However, Am. Robins were well reported 
A heavy movement was noted at P.E.I., Oct. 25-26 (BD) and 
on the latter date 1000 were observed at Petit Manan, N B 
(CDD). An excellent migration occurred in Maine (fide WT) 
and at Lighthouse Pt., Conn., the season total was 5859 with 
peak occurring Oct. 16-20 (fide DV). Fewer Brown Thrashers 
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seem to be reported each year In Nova Scotia they continue 
scarce w•th "none m the usually certain spots" (fide JSC). 

The first Water Pipits were rather early with eight seen at 
Brier I., N.S., Aug. 29 (fide JSC). Then came a consistent re- 
g•onwide pattern of arrival the latter part of September with 
a peak occurring in the latter one-half of October with several 
counts totalling 100+ individuals. Two Bohemian Waxwings 
seen at Port Saunders, Nfid., Aug. I (J. Zickefoose, fide BM) 
suggested breeding but the Region's first nesting occurred at 
Mount Denson, N.S., when a nest with three young was found 
July 20 (fide JSC). Six Bohemians appeared at Grand-Anse, 
N B., Oct. 17 (Michel Gosselin) and in s.w. sections of the prov- 
•nce appeared in flocks of 50-100 in late October (fide BD). 
The first large flock of Bohemians, 130 birds, appeared at St. 
John's, Nfld., Nov. 23 (BMt) and in Nova Scotia 55 were at 
Glace Bay Nov. 4, 50 in Pictou County Nov. 9 and 30 at Wolf- 
v•lle Nov. 12 (fide JSC). The first Bohemians of the season were 
at E. Machias, Me., Nov. 16 (fide WT). It appears another good 
w•nter for the species is in the offing. Cedar Waxwings were 
unusually numerous in all of e. Maine where 50+ were noted 
dmly during August (CDD). At Lighthouse Pt., Conn.,'2691 Ce- 
dar Waxwings were recorded migrating during the season with 
peaks Sept. 13-15 and again Nov. 10 (fide DV). 

A few N. Shrikes filtered into n. parts of the Region in October 
and by the end of November fair numbers had appeared ex- 
tending to s. New England where they are decidedly less com- 
mon. There were five reports of the now rare Loggerhead 
Shrike. In Connecticut one was at Hammonassett S.P. in mid- 

August and another at Branford Oct. 3 (fide DV). One was at 
N•nigret, R.I., Oct. 23 (fide DLE) and the two Massachusetts 
reports were at Marshfield Sept. 2 (fide LET) and Chatham 
Sept. 17 (WB). 

VIREOS AND WARBLERS -- A count of nine White-eyed 
V•reos at Prudence I., R.I., Aug. 30 was most likely a post- 
breeding concentration. Solitary Vireos passed through in un- 
•mpressive numbers in late September and early October with 
notably late individuals occurring at St. John's, Nfid., Oct. 28- 
Nov. 5 (D. Barton, fide BMt) and Seal I., N.S., Nov. 10 (fide 
DAC/. The Yellow-throated Vireo is a scarce migrant and is 
reported in very small numbers. One observed at Appledore 
I, Me., Sept. 2 (DWH) was only slightly unusual. Six Warbling 
V•reos were banded at Appledore I., Me. (DWH) and the only 
Nova Scotia sighting was of one at Brier I., Sept. 28 (fide DAC). 
Philadelphia Vireos were seen in good numbers but are more 
hkely to be sought out and reported than others. Four were 
seen in Nova Scotia Aug. 21-Sept. 15 (fide DAC) and 41 were 
banded at Appledore I., Me., Sept. 1-14 (DWH). The Massa- 
chusetts total for August and September was 34 including six 
at Marblehead Sept. 4 (fide LET) and a like number at Plum 
I, Sept. 24 (RHS). The Red-eyed Vireo is easily the most com- 
mon migrant of this group as is amply illustrated by a total of 
143 banded at Appledore I., Me. (DWH). Very late individuals 
occurred at Cape Spear, Nfld., Nov. 9 (RB) where it had been 
present since Oct. 11 and at Halifax, N.S., Nov. 20 (fide DAC). 

It is exceedingly difficult to piece together the warbler mi- 
gration from the bits and pieces reported. Most observers felt 
there were few, if any, good waves yet some fortunate observers 
fared quite well. If no major waves occur then reports generally 
are lacking but any late appearance will be reported. Hence 
the preponderance of late occurrences in this report. Good 
numbers of resident warblers were noted moving at Gros 
Morne N.P., Nfld., for 2 days beginning Aug. 31 (BM). Blue- 
winged Warblers observed at Cape Spear Sept. 15 and St. John's, 
Nfld., Sept. 24 (BMt) provided the 3rd and 4th provincial re- 
cords. Five seen in Nova Scotia Aug. 17-31 was average and 
11 were banded at Appledore I., Me. (DWH). Golden-winged 
Warblers have become very scarce in the Region as is reflected 
•n the reports. At Appledore I., Me., one was seen Aug. 27 and 
another banded Sept. 7 (DWH) and in Massachusetts one was 
banded at Manomet Aug. 20 (M.B.O.) and one seen in Peabody 
Sept. 19 (RSH). 

Southern warblers were few Prothonotary Warblers were 
noted only at Monhegan I., Me., Sept. 15 (fide WT) and 
Chatham, Mass., Aug. 21 (fide WB). On Aug. 29 both Kentucky 
and Worm-eating warblers were banded at Appledore I., Me 
(DWH). Two Kentucky Warblers were reported from Massa- 
chusetts, one each in August and September. Nine Hooded 
Warblers were seen in Rhode Island in August and September 
and the only other 'report was of one at Chatham, Mass., Sept 
6 (WB). Cerulean Warblers were noted in Massachusetts on 
Nantucket I., Sept. 5 and Martha's Vineyard Sept. 9 and one 
was seen at Block I., R.I., Sept. 19 (TK). Yellow-throated War- 
blers were found at Nantucket I., Mass., Aug. 22 (SAP), •n 
Chatham, Mass., Sept. 8 (WB) and remarkably another late 
individual was discovered at St. John's, Nfid., Nov. 17-19 (J 
Maunders, fide BMt). Of the 7 provincial records for Yellow- 
throated Warbler, six have been in November and/or De- 
cember. 

Other late warblers found in St. John's, Nfid., included a 
Yellow Nov. 3-18, Prairie Nov. 17-19, two Black-and-whites, 
and a Yellow-breasted Chat Nov. 18-23 (fide BMt). Late war- 
blers at Portland, Me., were a N. Parula Nov. 9, a Nashville 
Nov. 9-15, and a Tennessee Nov. 9 & 13 (Richard Eakin). Two 
of the commonest migrant warblers were in low numbers 
Yellow-rumped Warblers were "scarce" in Nova Scotia, the 
best count being of 25 at Seal I., Oct. 16 (fide DAC) and at 
Lighthouse Pt., Conn., they were in "pitiful numbers" w•th 
only 29 recorded Oct. 10-Nov. 29 (fide DV). Other observers 
made similar comments. Nobody commented specifically on 
the low numbers of Blackpoll Warblers but they were not ob- 
vious in roaming flocks as usual. 

Not all species were represented on the low side. Some of 
the earlier migrating warblers put in solid appearances. Band- 
ing totals at Appledore I., Me., Aug. 19-Sept. 14 were 195 Am 
Redstarts, 140 N. Waterthrushes and 111 Cape May Warblers 
of which 61 were banded Aug. 20-23 (DWH). An extraordinary 
110 Magnolia Warblers were seen at Chatham, Mass., Sept 17 
(WB) the same day good numbers were banded at Manomet 
and on Nantucket I. Both Orange-crowned Warblers and Yel- 
low-breasted Chats were reported in average numbers w•th 
reports on chats most prevalent in September and Orange- 
crowneds in October. The usual few Connecticut Warblers 

were reported and three (two banded) were at Appledore I, 
Me., Sept. 7-10 (DWH). In Connecticut they were "more com- 
mon than usual" in late September-early October (fide DV) 

TANAGERS THROUGH BLACKBIRDS -- The only s•g- 
nificant report of a Scarlet Tanager was of a late individual 
rather far n. at S.P.M., Oct. 5 (RE). Fifty-three Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks at Chatham, Mass., Sept. 17 (WB) was well above 
expected totals. Blue Grosbeaks were very scarce with only 7 
reports, the most unusual at Pubnico Pt., N.S., Oct. 24 (fide 
DAC). Two late Indigo Buntings were at St. John's, Nfld., Nov 
I and then again Nov. 8-12 (BMt) and at Hartlen's Pt., N S, 
Nov. 11 (fide DAC). About 35 Dickcissels were reported in the 
Region spanning August to November with about one-half the 
reports in October. October 1-7 five were flyovers in Guilford, 
Conn. (fide DV) and three were at Lighthouse Pt., Oct 22 
(fide DV). 

American Tree Sparrows began filtering into the Region on 
time in late October. Reports of Clay-colored Sparrow were 
down. With one exception all were from coastal localities and 
most were seen in October. A Field Sparrow at St. Peter's Har- 
bor, P.E.I., Nov. 2 (BD) furnished only the first fall record for 
the province. Also in P.E.I., Vesper Sparrow is still a common 
breeder, and, in late August flocks of 10-40 could be found •n 
suitable fields. However, s. of there the species is still an un- 
usual, but not necessarily unexpected, find during migration 
Lark Sparrow remains a rare migrant in the Region with a 
preponderance of records in late August-early September. Th•s 
fall more than one-half the reports were from Nova Scotia 
where three were found at Lower West Pubnico Aug. 31 and 
two at Seal I., Sept. 2 (fide DAC). Sightings of Lark Bunting are 
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always pleasant surprises •n the Region Th•s year there were 
3 reports, all •n Massachusetts, at Monomoy I., Aug. 23 (BN), 
at Martha's Vineyard Sept. 14,. and in Rockport Sept. 18 (fide 
LET). The only Henslow's Sparrow reported in the Region was 
one at Bolton, Mass., Oct. 3 (ML, fide LET). Similarly there was 
only one Le Conte's Sparrow, that at Newburyport, Mass., Sept. 
27 (RSH). 

Seaside Sparrow is a very uncommon breeding resident in 
coastal marshes. An optimal high tide at Plum I., Mass., the n. 
hm•t of the species' range, produced a surprising 17 Seaside 
Sparrows Sept. 27 (RSH). Fox Sparrows were common in both 
Newfoundland and S.P.M. in early September but scarce 
thereafter. Farther s. migration peaked in mid-November but 
was below average. Lincoln's Sparrows were reportedly fairly 
numerous in early September in several locations but were 
fewer than normal during the main migration period mid-Sep- 
tember-mid-October. The White-crowned Sparrow migration 
•n the Region is either feast or famine, and this was a famine 
year. First arrivals appeared on schedule at several locations 
•n very late September but the highest count was of only five 
at Block I., R.I., Oct. 4-5 (fide DLE). An ad. Harris' Sparrow 
ws•ted a feeder on Nantucket I., Mass., Nov. 12-21 (EA). 

Once again Lapland Longspur reports were few. Only 40 
were reported from Nova Scotia during the season (fide DAC) 
and they were present throughout November at Monomoy I., 
Mass., where the highest count was 10-t- on Nov. 11 & 22 (BN). 
Snow Buntings were well reported during the late fall with 
many reports of flocks numbering in the hundreds. First ar- 
rivals generally appeared in mid-October and the best count 
was of 1000-1500 at S.P.M., Nov. 3 (AD). In Connecticut they 
were commoner than normal. Migrant Bobolinks passing 
L•ghthouse Pt., Conn., during the season totalled 9812 with 
the peak occurring Sept. 1 (fide DV). A more modest 300 were 
at Ipswich, Mass., Aug. 30 (RAF). Yellow-headed Blackbirds 
are rare but regular migrants in the Region with a preponder- 
ance of records in a short period spanning late August and 
early September. Of approximately ten reports this season, 
one-half were found in October, the most unusual being a 
female at S.P.M., Oct. I (AD, RE). Following close on the heels 
of last fall's first regional record, a Boat-tailed Grackle was at 
Stratford, Conn., Nov. 20-23 (fide DV). Thirty N. Orioles at 
Bon Portage, N.S., Aug. 30 (fide DAC) was an average count 
during peak migration period and one at S.P.M., Oct. 3 (RE) 
was rather late and far afield. An Orchard Oriole at Bon Por- 
tage, N.S., Sept. I (fide DAC) was surprising and unique for 
the Region as most of the breeding residents depart in July. 

WINTER FINCHES- This group probably shows the 
greatest variation in regional distribution of any which is con- 
s•stent with its notorious erratic wanderings. Pine Grosbeaks 

were present •n Newfoundland •n fmr numbers (BMt) and at 
S.P.M. were regularly seen •n small numbers dunng September 
(fide RE). Small numbers began appearing at P.E.I. in early 
November but no flight was evident (BD) and many small 
groups were reported in Nova Scotia from Yarmouth to Cape 
Breton in October and November (fide DAC). Purple Finches 
appeared to be in n. sections in normal numbers. At Brier I, 
N.S., Oct. 11-13,100 Purple Finches were observed (fide DAC) 
and 41 were at Peabody, Mass., Sept. 26 (RSH). Red Crossbills 
were present only in Newfoundland where they were in fair 
numbers (fide BMt). Small scattered flocks of White-winged 
Crossbills were present from Newfoundland to Nova Scotia 
but s. of there were seen only in Connecticut where 20 were 
observed at Lighthouse Pt., Nov. 21 (fide DV). Likewise, small 
scattered flocks of Com. Redpolls were noted in the Maritime 
Provinces late October through November and began appearing 
in Maine by mid-November (fide WT). Then a large group of 
700 invaded Cutler, Maine, Nov. 28 (CDD). 

Numbers of Pine Siskins were observed moving overhead 
beginning in October from Nova Scotia southward. At Brier 
I., N.S., there were 400 Oct. 11-13 (fide DAC) and in Con- 
necticut there were large numbers for a short period (fide DV) 
At Lighthouse Pt., 2932 were recorded, the first appearing Oct 
11 with a peak Oct. 25. Most of these must have moved on 
through as very few were observed in November. An excep- 
tionally good Am. Goldfinch flight occurred at a few locations 
One thousand were present at Brier I., N.S., Sept. 27-29 (fide 
DAC) and at Grand Manan, N.B., 250 were seen Sept. 26 & 27 
(CDD). At Lighthouse Pt., Conn., 11,000-t- Am. Goldfinches were 
recorded mid-August-November with a peak Oct. 1 (fide DV) 
Evening Grosbeaks were present but no area had a great abun- 
dance. In Maine they began arriving in greater numbers after 
mid-October (fide WT) but s. of there they appeared only •n 
scattered small flocks overhead through November. 
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QUEBEC REGION 

Richard Yank, Yves Aubry, and Michel Gosselin 

ollowing a cool and wet summer, rainfall continued above average across the province in August and Sep- 
tember, accompanied by below-normal temperatures in 
most areas. Cold weather persisted during October although 
precipitation levels moderated somewhat. November was 
even colder, with temperatures ranging from 2øC below 
normal in the south to 6øC below normal in the north. 

Agmn this fall, high water levels in the Upper St. Lawrence 
greatly reduced available shorebird habitat in western 
Quebec. 

LOONS THROUGH WATERFOWL- Seldom observed 
in overland migration, 27 Red-throated Loons paused on L 
Osisko, T•miscamingue Co., Nov. 2 (JL). A Sooty Shearwater, 
rare in the St. Lawrence Estuary, was seen from the Trms- 
Pistoles ferry Aug. 31 (JPO). Manx Shearwaters have entered 
the Estuary in unprecedented numbers during the last 2 years, 
this fall, 4 sightings of one to two birds were made from the 
Trois-Pistoles and Matane ferry crossings about Aug. 25-Sept 
3 (CGo, KB, TF, JPO, MGo, ML). Also unusual were single 
son's Storm-Petrels reported off Trois-Pistoles Sept. 14 (YA, 
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ND) and Painte-au-P•re Oct. 24 (GG, DR). Immature Great 
Cormorants were out-of-range at the latter location Sept. 6 
(YG), off the Matane ferry Oct. 12 (IJ, MGa) and at Saint-Ro- 
muald-d'Etchemin Nov. 13-28 (AGu et al.). Southern waders 
were scarce and limited to a Great Egret at Sainte-Anne-de- 
la-P•rade Sept. 5 & 6 (CL) and a Glossy Ibis on I. aux Fermiers 
Aug. 8 (FB, GD). 

This spring's record-high Canadian Wildlife Service census 
of 300,000+ Greater Snow Geese was followed by the lowest 
reproductive success rate since 1974, judging by the lack of 
juveniles (<3%) in southbound flocks this fall (AR). 

The presence of a blue Ross' Goose at Cap Tourmente 
Oct. 20-23 (TW, SLe) was certainly one of the outstand- 
ing events of the season. First described in 1979, this 
exceedingly rare morph of the Ross' Goose has never 
before been recorded in the East. Ross' Geese have been 
known to exhibit dark and light morphs in the downy 
plumage. but it is apparently not until recently that di- 
morphism has gained access to the adult plumage, pos- 
sibly triggered by the backcrossing of Ross' Geese with 
hybrid Blue x Ross' Geese. The emergence of dark birds 
among populations of Ross' and Greater Snow geese, 
along with their increase among Lesser Snow Geese, de- 
serves to be monitored closely (taking great care to dis- 
tinguish them from hybrids, see Auk 96:544-550). The 
predominantly white coloration of the North American 
Chen geese may well have been an adaptation mainly 
suited to their environment during the last glacial period, 
and they may now be slowly reverting back to a darker 
plumage. 

A Wood Duck was present at Sept-ties Oct. 27 (SLv); this 
species has been found with increased frequency along the 
North Shore in recent years. Two Green-winged Teal at Inuk- 
juak Sept. 5 (GB) were n. of their breeding range, and worthy 
of mention were an Eur. Wigeon at Cacouna Sept. 17 (GG, JPO) 
and lone Redheads at Bergeronnes Aug. 31-Sept. 1 (AB) and 
Pabos Sept. 13 (PPo). 

RAPTORS THROUGH SHOREBIRDS- A Turkey Vul- 
ture wandered to Blanc-Sablon Aug. 3 (WW), providing the 
Region's most northerly record, while a roost discovered at L. 
Memphremagog harbored a maximum of 56 birds Sept. 19 (Jide 
PL). Montreal hawkwatchers (MM, BB) tallied 98 Ospreys, 612 
Sharp-shinned Hawks, and 79 Rough-legged Hawks--record- 
high totals after 11 years of observation. Three Gyrfalcons 
reached s. Quebec in November: at La Baie (GSa, CC), Saint- 
Charles-de-Bellechasse (RL), and Saint-Romuald-d'Etchemin 

(AGu et al.). A Gray Partridge at Sillery Nov. 30 (JPO, ML) 
added to recent sightings from the Quebec City area. An imm. 
Purple Gallinule found dead at Bonaventure Oct. 20 
{*N.M.N.S.) provided Quebec's 7th record. Migrating Sandhill 
Cranes were spotted at Baie-d'Urf• Aug. 26 {MM) and Philips- 
burg Sept. 27 (MA et al.); unprecedented numbers were en- 
countered in Abitibi County, with 22 at Val-Senneville for 
about one week in mid-September (f•de SG) and scattered re- 
ports of one to three individuals from 5 other sites in the area 
Aug. 15-Oct. 5. 

A Willet strayed to Godbout Oct. 21 (TW) and an impressive 
flock of 300-400 southbound Whimbrels passed over the w. 
tip of Montreal I., Sept. 2 (MM). HudsonJan Godwits also made 
a good showing with a total of 27 birds found w. of Trois- 
Pistoles, and a Marbled Godwit reached Saint-Germain-de- 
Kamouraska Aug. 23 (JPO, ML). A juv. Western Sandpiper was 
studied at Montmagny Sept. 6 (MGo, ND, RY, EK), while a very 
late Baird's Sandpiper lingered at Pointe-au-P•re Nov. I (GG, 
DR). A moulting ad. Curlew Sandpiper, only the Region's 3rd, 
was an exciting find at Sainte-Anne-de-Portneuf Aug. 9 (GC, 
AP, SM, RGi); it is therefore worth mentioning a possible win- 
ter-plumaged bird at the same location Oct. 14 OMGa, RGo) 
and two more encountered at New Richmond Oct. 22 (TW)-- 
both reports submitted by careful observers unable to study 
the birds in complete detail. A 8 Ruff was described at Grosse- 
lie Aug. 20-21 (PPe) and Pt. Betsiamites produced a female 
Oct. 13 (IJ, MGa, RGo). An imm. Long-billed Dowitcher was 
noted at Pointe-au-P•re Sept. 29 (YG et al.) and again Oct. 11- 
12 OMGa, IJ, RGo)--like the W. Sandpiper, this is a rare but 
regular migrant in the area. 

JAEGERS THROUGH WOODPECKERS -- The only jae- 
ger detected in the Upper St. Lawrence R. was an ad. Parasitic 
on L. Saint-Pierre Sept. 20 (DJa). The Long-tailed Jaeger, our 
rarest jaeger, occurs each fall in the St. Lawrence Estuary, 
where 4 sightings of one to two birds were made Aug. 8-Sept. 
14. Rarer larids included a Laughing Gull at Cacouna Sept. 14 
(JPO, ML) and a Franklin's Gull at Hull Sept. 4 (DD). Notable 
were a 2nd-year Little Gull at Blanc-Sablon Aug. 15 (BM, DF, 
JE) and two at Pabos Aug. 30 (PPo)--there exist relatively few 
records of this species in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. No longer 
unexpected were single Com. Black-headed Gulls at Trois- 
Pistoles Aug. 15 (JPO), Barachois Aug. 24 (PPo), and Rimouski 
Sept. 1 (GG, DR). Our first records of Thayer's Gull from e. of 
the Saguenay R. were apparently provided by an adult at Hau- 
terive Nov. 18 (GC) and a first-winter bird at Rimouski Nov. 
26 (GG, DR). Four Lesser Black-backed Gulls were found this 
season: adults returned to Boischatel (f•de CV) and Kirkland 
(MM, m.ob.), where they were present last fall, another adult 
turned up at Saint-G•d•on OMSa, CGi), and a 3rd-year im- 
mature was at Montmagny (JH, CV). Sabine's Gulls can also 
be found each fall in the Estuary, and four birds (two adults, 
two immatures) were seen there Sept. 7-Oct. 12. 

A Caspian Tern at Cacouna Au• 3 (JPO) and two at Rimouski 
Aug. 21 (GG) were locally rare, while an Arctic Tern, not often 
seen in fall migration. was at Saint-Nicolas Aug. 30 (LM). A 
Forster's Tern seen from the Trois-Pistoles ferry Sept. 14 (JPO, 
ML) and an imm. Black Tern at L'Isle-Verte Aug. 30 (JPO, 
MGo) were both exceptional finds for the Lower St. Lawrence. 
A Razorbill present at Saint-Vallier Sept. 28 (LM) and an imm. 
Black Guillemot at Quebec City Aug. 2 (CV, AGo) were both 
farther w. than usual on the St. Lawrence. 

An early Snowy Owl at Pointe-au-P•re Sept. 1 (YG) presaged 
a better-than-average late fall movement into s. Quebec, and 
N. Hawk-Owls appeared at Falardeau Nov. 20 (GSa) and Cap 
Tourmente Nov. 25-28 (LM et al.). Three Short-eared Owls at 
Inukjuak Sept. 22 (GB) were n. of their usual range, and only 
one Boreal Owl showed up, at Charlesbourg Nov. 24 (JG). A 
late Whip-poor-will was still calling near P•ribonka in late 
September (f•de MSi). Red-bellied Woodpeckers were found 
at Hudson Oct. 26-Nov. 5 (8--PB, m.ob.), Chicoutimi Nov. 21+ 
(•---RI et al.), and Buckingham Nov. 29 (MD); while this species 
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was recorded only 12 t•mes •n the prownce pr•or to 1985, the 
past 2 years have produced 6 records. A 3 Three-toed Wood- 
pecker observed at Pointe de l'Est Oct. 14 (MGo, EK) repre- 
sented one of the few records for this species in the Made- 
leone Is. 

SWALLOWS THROUGH FINCHES -- Rare in November, 
a Barn Swallow was still at Cacouna Nov. 9 (JPO). Gray Jays 
were widely reported outside their boreal forest haunts. The 
most unusual sighting was of one on Brion I., Oct. 15 (PF), as 
the species is a rare winter visitor in the Madeleine Is. A Tufted 
T•tmouse delighted observers at Philipsburg Sept. 27 (GMo et 
al ) and the Carolina Wren made its best showing in recent 
years with singles at Philipsburg (RPr), Saint-Bruno-de-Mon- 
tarvalle (fide ND), Boucherville (FB), I. des Soeurs (GD), Pierre- 
fonds (YP, m.ob.), and Lac-Beauport (RB) during the period. A 
flock of 26 E. Bluebirds at Neuville Sept. 28 (PO, GMe) followed 
another successful year for this species in the n. part of its 
range, and a N. Mockingbird was noteworthy at Godbout Oct. 
21 (TW). For the 2nd consecutive year, Bohemian Waxwings 
were common in many areas, including 360 at Chicoutimi Nov. 
13 (MSa) and 450 at Rimouski Nov. 15 (GG, DR). A Golden- 
w•nged Warbler at Boischatel Oct. 10 (CS) was our latest ever, 
a P•ne Warbler at a Chandler feeder Nov. 15-23 (HB) repre- 
sented only the 2nd record from the Gasp6 Pen., and an Am. 
Redstart was quite late at Senneville Nov. 2 (RC). 

The province's 6th and 7th Western Tanagers, the first since 
1973, were •-plumaged birds at Westmount Aug. 31 (GSe) and 
Cap Tourmente Oct. 3 (JPO, RB). Northern Cardinals, still rare 
•n the Quebec City area, included a female at Charlesbourg 
Nov 11-21 (RL) and a male at Beaupr6 Nov. 17-20 (SLb). A 
D•ckcissel was identified by its distinctive call as it flew over 
Pt aux Outardes Oct. 13 (RGo, IJ, MGa) and another (possibly 
the same?) stopped at nearby Hauterive Oct. 13-18 (JB). Ex- 
trahmital sparrows included a Rufous-sided Towhee at Baie- 
Corneau Nov. 6-30 (LG, GC), a Clay-colored at Cap Tourmente 
Oct 7 (FG, JPO), and single Field Sparrows at Rimouski Nov. 
5 (GG) and Baie-Comeau Nov. 16-18 (GC). Two ad. Lark Spar- 
rows at Sainte-Sophie-de-Mbgantic Aug. 11 (DJu) brought to 
12 the number of Quebec sightings. Two recently-fledged 
young accompanied a pair of House Finches at Rivi•re-du- 
Loup Aug. 15 (YT), suggesting local breeding. A • Eur. Goldfinch 
v•s•ted a feeder in Saint-L•onard, Montreal I., Aug. 23 (JGM). 

Everang Grosbeaks •nvaded s Quebec •n August, earher than 
normal, but most had moved on by the latter one-half of the 
season. 

SoA. 

Another chapter in the saga of the Eurasian Jackdaw 
came to light when RE found a story written by the chief 
engineer of a French freighter, in a magazine published 
in France (Ca m'int•resse 61:37, 1986). The engineer re- 
lates that in October 1984, when sailing from Dunkerque 
to Port-Cartier, his ship was invaded by hundreds of 
jackdaws, lost at sea off southern England. The birds 
stayed with the boat and accepted food handed out by 
the crew. Off Newfoundland, they were decimated by 
cold winds and storms. Some of them took refuge inside 
the ship and, upon reaching Port-Cartier, the remaining 
30-50 jackdaws left. A year later, dead bodies of jack- 
daws were still being found in hidden corners of the 
ship. The timing of this incident suggests that the jack- 
daws reported from Port-Cartier in November 1984 (see 
AB 39:149) were survivors of this crossing. 
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J. Lapointe, S. Lavigne (SLy), C. Lemay, R. Lepage, S. L6vesque 
(SLe), S. Martin, J-G Matte, B. Maybank, M. Mcintosh, G. M•nard 
(GMe), L. Messely, G. Montgomery (GMo), P. Otis, J-P Ouellet, A 
Pelletier, R. Pelletier (RP1), P. Perreault (PPe), R. Perreault (RPr), 
P. Poulin (PPo), Y. Pr•novost, A. Reid, D. Ruest, G. Savard (GSa), 
M. Savard (MSa), G. Seutin (GSe), F. Shaffer, C. Simard, M. Simard 
(MSi), Y. Th•bault, C. Vachon, W. Watson, T. Woodrow, R. Yank.- 
RICHARD YANK, 566 Chester Road, Beaconsfield, Que. H9W 3K1, 
YVES AUBRY, Canadian Wildlife Service, P.O. Box 10100, Sainte- 
Foy, Que. GIV 4H5, and MICHEL GOSSELIN, Ornithology Dept., 
National Museum of Natural Sciences, Ottawa, Ont. KIA OM8. 

HUDSON-DELAWARE REGION 

Robert O. Paxton, William J. Boyle, Jr., 
and David A. Cutler 

igration started off with a bang. Precocious cold fronts brought down a lot of passerine migrants in 
August. Blicharz found eighteen species of warblers in the 
Princeton Woods between August 24 and the end of the 
month, and Crossley and Dowdell found over 23 species 
of warblers, including early Blackpolls and Cape Mays, at 
Higbee's Beach, Cape May, August 25. Maurer was at Cape 
May at midday August 28 when a cold front came through, 
stopping the morning's southeast winds and rain. "Shore 
birds began to drop into South Cape May Meadows, stayed 
for five minutes or less, and then flew off." He saw about 
200 waders of 21 species in the Meadows that afternoon. 
In the next morning's northwest winds, 150 Northern Ori- 
oles were at Higbee's Beach, and 2300 Eastern Kingbirds 

and 3000 Bobolinks, among many other diurnal migrants, 
passed the hawk watch at Cape May Point (FN). 

Hurricane Charley passed up the coast on August 18, but 
this weak storm veered out to sea after brushing the Vir- 
ginia coast. The main effects were Cory's Shearwaters, 
Wilson's Storm-Petrels, and terns on shore, and an errant 
Franklin's Gull. 

Following these tempestuous beginnings, September and 
October brought calmer weather and, some thought, dull 
birding. Even so, there were notable dawn rushes at Hig- 
bee's Beach on September 7 (5000-6000 passetines between 
6:30 and 9 a.m., including 27 species of warblers, JDo), Sep- 
tember 9 (20 species of warblers), and October 16. Novem- 
ber brought record cold. Following a strong cold front on 
November 10, thousands of American Goldfinches and 
House Finches, hundreds of Pine Siskins, and a couple of 
Redpolls were moving north along the beach north of Cape 
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May into a northwest wind (RDB). At dawn on November 
14 the thermometer fell to record lows of 21 in Newark 
and 15 in Atlantic City. 

ABBREVIATIONS--Bombay Hook = Bombay Hook Nat'l 
Wildlife Ref., near Smyrna, Del.; Brig = Brigantine Unit, Edward 
B. Forsythe Nat'l Wildlife Ref., Atlantic Co., N.J.; Green Lane 
= Green Lane Reservoir, Montgomery Co., Pa.; J.B.W.R. = Jamaica 
Bay Wfidlife Ref., New York City; L.I. = Long Island, N.Y.; Tinicum 
= Tinicum Nat'l Recreation Center, Philadelphia. Place names in 
italics are counties. 

LOONS THROUGH IBISES -- Single Red-throated Loons, 
far rarer inland than Corn. Loons, were at Muddy Run, Dru- 
more, Lancaster, Pa., Oct. 30 (RMS), over the Baer Rocks, Le- 
high, Pa., hawk watch Nov. 20 (KKr), and at Cedar Grove Res., 
Essex, N.J., Nov. 28 (D. Oster). Along the coast 14,620 loons, 
90% of them Red-throated, passed Avalon, Cape May, N.J., in 
50 hours of coast-watching in late October and early November 
(DWa). Outstanding was a Pacific Loon discovered Aug. 4 at 
Tuckerton, Ocean, N.J. (M. Gochfeld, m.ob.). Apparently unable 
to fly, perhaps because of molt, it was seen by many observers 
over 3 weeks. 

In addition to the usual half-dozen Red-necked Grebes on 

the coast, one was weather-grounded at Maiden Creek, L. On- 
telaunee, Berks, Pa., Nov. 2 (BSt). Three Eared Grebes were 
found: J.B.W.R., through September (JR, K & SF, MC, FF), Brig 
Sept. 1 (WJB, RElVl}, and near Barnegat Light, Ocean, N.J., Nov. 
4 (AG). 

Cory's Shearwaters and Wilson's Storm-Petrels were onshore 
on Long Island after Hurricane Charley, Aug. 18 (AJL, P. Buck- 
ley), and one Wilson's Storm-Petrel was flying up the Hudson 
R. at Piermont Pier, Bockland, N.Y., that day (tPDe), for the 
first river record since 1933 (R. Deed). 

An imm. N. Gannet injured at a small pond near Pough- 
keepsie, N.Y., Oct. 27 (m.ob., ph. J. Key) furnished the 2nd 
Dutchess record, and recalled a similar inland grounding in 
New Jersey last fall. Ward counted 11,000 southbound past 
Avalon, N.J., in 37 hours in late October and November. An 
Am. White Pelican was around Cape May Sept. 23-Oct. 6 (CS, 
D. Sibley). The last summering Brown Pelicans were seen there 
in mid-August. An "explosion" (DH) of inland records of Dou- 

ble-crested Cormorants brought 11 to York-Lancaster, Pa. (DH), 
one to Green Lane Sept. 6-Oct. 4 (GLF), and 38 over Allentown 
Sept. 20 (F. Brock). Ward counted 4130 passing Avalon in an 
hour and a half Oct. 8. 

Low water at several prime coastal spots favored prodigious 
assemblages of herons. The most notable counts were of 175+ 
Great Blue Herons at Tinicum Sept. 13 (JCM), and 800 Great 
Egrets with 2000 Snowy Egrets at Brig Sept. 3 (PL). The 15th 
annual count at Rookery Island, Washington Boro, Lancaster, 
Pa., found nine species of herons Aug, 6, led by 4598 Cattle 
Egrets, and including one Tricolored Heron and, once again, 
an imm. White Ibis (RMS). The Region's only other White Ibis 
reported was a much rarer adult at Brig Sept. 3 (IB, H. Wallurn). 
A White-faced Ibis was diagnostically photographed at Brig 
Aug. 2-3 (ph. S. LaFrance, B & NM), for the 6th Regional oc- 
currence since the first was found there in 1977. 

WATERFOWL -- Five Greater White-fronted Geese were 

reported, up to two in Dutchess, N.Y. (P. & T. Haight, M. Yegella, 
D. Fleury), one at Mecox Bay, L.I., Nov. 2 (K & SF, MC), and 
two with about one thousand Canadas at Strawbridge L., 
Moorestown, N.J., Nov. 17-18 (JGo, BMo). All were believed 
to be of the Greenland race. The fall build-up of Snow Geese 
at Bombay Hook reached a record 72,000, about 20,000 more 
than usual, by plane count Oct. 22 (fide APE). There were 
very few young among them, suggesting a poor breeding year 
in the arctic (DAC). One or two Ross' Geese, a species probably 
overlooked in this Region before eastern records began to ac- 
cumulate, were studied among the Snows at Brig Oct. 5-11 
(MG, REM, B & NM), as well as one at Bombay Hook Nov. 4- 
8 (B. Sehl, tA. & J. White). A Brant was unusual far inland at 
Strawbridge L., Moorestown, N.J., Nov. 17 (JGo). But since Brant 
are regularly observed from inland hawk watches, it is odd 
that more are not grounded inland. Peak ridge counts of Brant 
this fall came on Oct. 30, when 2000 passed over Raccoon 
Ridge, Warren, N.J. (FPW), and 220 over Baer Rocks, Lehigh, 
Pa. (KKr). Two Barnacle Geese, of unknown provenance, ar- 
rived at Brig with an influx of Snow Geese Oct. 3 and were 
observed by many thereafter (REM, B & NM, RG). 

Seven Eur. Wigeon on Long Island and two, possibly three, 
at Cape May were about par. Common Eiders reached a healthy 
60 at Montauk Pt., Nov. 29 (MC, K & SF), five at Avalon Nov. 
15 (DWa), and seven at N. Cape May Nov. 23-30 (KB, AB, KS). 
In addition to six King Eiders at Montauk and one at Shin- 
necock Inlet, L.I., Nov. 29 (MC, K & SF), singles were as far 
south as Stone Harbor Nov. I (B & NM) and Cape May Nov. 
29-30 (KB). In addition to the usual few Harlequin Ducks on 
e. Long Island, four reached coastal New Jersey (fide PBa). Dry 
weather in October produced few interior groundings of diving 
ducks. The best inland count of Oldsquaws was of 30 at Cul- 
ver's L., Sussex, N.J. (F. Tetlow), while 100 at Chelsea, Dutchess, 
N.Y. (EP, M. VanWagner, F. Germond), was a notable Hudson 
R. count. The best Black Scoter count was of 17 at Harvey's 
Lake, Luzerne, Pa., Oct. 24 (WR). Two White-winged Scoters 
at Blue Marsh L., Bucks, Pa., Oct. 26 (BSt) furnished the only 
inland report. Rarest inland, as usual, was one Surf Scoter at 
Cedar Grove Res., Essex, N.J., Nov. 28 (D. Oster). 

RAPTORS -- A Black Vulture at Nysox, Bradford, Sept. 28 
furnished the first record known to us from the n. tier counties 

of Pennsylvania (WR). Two around Mt. Peter, s. Orange, N.Y., 
in September were not migrants (AM, JC). 

It was a "great year" at Hawk Mt., Pa. (LG), and good at most 
hawk watches. Osprey counts reached all-time record levels 
at almost every site. Hawk Mt.'s 798 was the most in 52 years 
(LG), and Upper Montclair's 839 and Cape May's 3438 were 
also records (FN). One Osprey came aboard a fishing boat 50 
mi off Cape May Oct. 27 (fide PS). A single Mississippi Kite 
turned up at Cape May Aug. 30 (RC), as in most falls since 
1980. Bald Eagles had a very encouraging fall migration. It is 
impossible to summarize the widespread single observations, 
but 51 at Hawk Mt. were the most since 1956 (LG), and 18 at 
Montclair and 55 at Cape May hawk watches were also records. 
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N•neteen passed through lower Westchester, N Y, from late 
August through September (fide TWB). Northern Harriers were 
not quite up to recent high levels. Fifteen that passed high 
over the Cape May Point hawk watch at dawn following a cold 
front Oct. 16 may have been migrating at night (FN). The long 
Acc•piter climb may be levelling off. Cape May's 28,980 Sharp- 
sh•nned Hawks were the fewest in 10 years, but the ridges did 
better. Hawk Mt.'s 9239 Sharp-shinned Hawks were above the 
10-year average (LG) and Mt. Peter's 2440 set a record 
(AM, JC). 

After dribbling through for several falls, Broad-winged 
Hawks formed a memorable concentration unusually early 
and close to the coast. On Sept. 14, 30,535 over the Greenwich, 
Ct, Audubon Center passed into adjacent Westchester, N.Y., 
followed by an echo 13,057 at Butler Sanctuary the next day 
(TWB). The same 2 days brought 17,000 and 13,000 over Upper 
Montclair, and thousands over the Princeton Woods (fide IB, 
RJB). The main inland passage of Broad-winged Hawks came 
later, on Sept. 20 (e.g., 3194 at Hawk Mt., 2000+ at Bake Oven 
Knob, and 2380 at Baer Rocks, Lehigh, Pa.). Remarkably late 
fi•ghts brought 1700 over Baer Rocks Sept. 29 (KKr) and 1500 
over Raccoon Ridge Sept. 30 (FPW). The coastal passage was 
even more protracted. An early 54 passed Cape May Aug. 25 
(CS, DWi), and an extraordinary 2986 there Oct. 2 helped make 
up an astounding 12,000-hawk day at the Point (FN). Five 
Swainson's Hawks passed Cape May (Sept. 9, 13, 16, & 22, and 
Oct 20, FN), and one was at Bake Oven Knob Sept. 11 (R. 
Bardman). Red-tailed Hawks also did better on the coast than 
•nland, with a record 3375 at Cape May but a mediocre 3269 
at Hawk Mountain. Rough-legged Hawks were mostly low, 
except for a healthy 10 at Baer Rocks (KKr). 

Golden Eagles put on a good show over the inland ridges 
when cold weather came in November. Although Hawk Mt.'s 
total of 44 broke no records, record daily highs of five passed 
on Nov. 10 & 19. Upper Montclair had a record five, and Orange, 
N Y, a record seven (fide JPT). The coast did well too, 16 at 
Cape May tying the record. Good finds away from the hawk 
watches included one at Berwick, Pa., Nov. 6 (D. Gross) and 
one feeding on a deer carcass at Fishkill, Dutchess, N.Y., Nov. 
21-26 (fide EP). 

American Kestrels seem to be pulling out of their slump. 
Coastal counts were generally above the lows of recent years 
(e g, 12,415 at Cape May), but 455 at Hawk Mt., while a slight 
•mprovement, was still below the 10-year average (LG). Merlins 
continue to increase. Coastally, Fire Island's total climbed to 
a new record for the 2nd year in a row, with 1087 (DP), and 
Cape May's 2449 came in just under last year's record. Few 
Merlins use the ridges, but Hawk Mt.'s 78 set a 52-year record 
(LG), and Upper Montclair's 23 was also the most ever there. 
One Merlin was found 35 mi off the Delaware coast Sept. 21 
(APE). Cape May's 615 Peregrine Falcons were well above any 
figure since the new hawk watch was established in 1975, 
w•th a historic peak of 140 on the big day of Oct. 2 (FN). Several 
Greenland-banded birds were retrapped there. At Hawk Mt., 
24 Peregrines were more than the 10-year average, and 17 set 
a record at Mt. Peter. At J.B.W.R. on Sept. 30, an ad. 9 Peregrine 
killed and ate an imm. • Sharp-shinned Hawk that had rashly 
stooped at her (TL). A gray-phase Gyrfalcon tangled with a 
perceptibly smaller Red-tailed Hawk over the Cape May hawk 
watch Oct. 31 (tFN), and another was reported from Fire Island, 
L I, Sept. 29 (J. Holman). 

RAILS THROUGH SHOREBIRDS- A Yellow Rail was 

p•cked up injured and taken to a rehabilitation center on L.I., 
Sept. 24 (fide TWB). A Black Rail came into view under the 
Cape May hawk watch Sept. 15 (FN). A color-banded Sandhill 
Crane was around Cape May much of the fall (CS, KB, m.ob.) 
and another on a farm near Woodstown, Salem, N.J., since 
June 10 was still present in late September (fide JKM). A 3rd 
appeared briefly on the Susquehanna R. at Harrisburg Oct. 19 
(G Wertz, m.ob.). 

Masswe shoreb•rd concentrations of 5000-6000 budt up •n 
August at Bombay Hook, where both Raymond and Shearness 
Pools were drained, and other locations with low water levels 
such as Tinicum, Green Lane, and Spruce Run Res., Hunterdon, 
N.J., had excellent shorebirding. These local hotspots might 
give a deceptive impression, however, for Morris' careful aging 
of shorebirds at J.B.W.R. showed late arrivals and low propor- 
tions of juveniles, suggesting a poor nesting season in the arctin 
(AM). Lesser Golden-Plovers were patchily abundant, low •n 
Delaware and in the Hudson Valley, but up to 152 near Sharp- 
town, Salem, N.J., Sept. 11 (E. Manners) and 200 on a sod farm 
near Allentown, Monmouth, N.J., Sept. 6 (L. Larson). All else 
paled beside a flock that built to 1500 by Sept. 3 on a sod farm 
newly transformed from potato fields at Cutchogue, L.I. (PBe, 
A. Dove, P. Gillen). A remarkably late Wilson's Plover was 
described from Brig Oct. 14 (tP. Hoppin). Local beach-breeding 
plovers usually leave early, and the 42 Piping Plovers gathered 
at Corson's Inlet, N.J., Aug. 14 (REM) could have represented 
one-tenth of the n.e. breeding population. 

Black-necked Stilts built to 20 in Delaware by Aug. 9 (BMo), 
and post-breeding Am. Avocets at Bombay Hook and Little 
Creek reached an exceptional 300 (CS, ROP). Up to three avo- 
cets at Brig through the fall (REM, B & NM) marked their 
northern limit this time. A count of 850 Greater Yellowlegs at 
Brig Nov. 5 (REM) was worth recording. A Willet on the Co- 
nejohela Flats, Washington Boro, Aug. 3 (EW, TG) provided 
only the 2nd Lancaster, Pa., record; it may have been a western 
migrant. Upland Sandpiper concentrations were not very en- 
couraging. Except for 35 at Cutchogue, L.I., Aug. 24 (PBe) and 
32 at St. Charles cemetery, near Farmingdale, L.I., Aug. 5 (AJL), 
the best counts known to us were of a poor 13 at the Columbus 
sod farm, Burlington, N.J., Aug. 23 (J. LaVia), and 12 at the 
Philadelphia airport Aug. 19 (JCM). Since Whimbrels are rarely 
grounded inland, 30 passing east across Scott's Mt., Warren, 
N.J., Sept. 7 (GH, J. Ebner) made a fine sight. 

It was a very good godwit season. An estimated 24 Hudson- 
ians passed through Tinicum during the season, with a max- 
imum of seven Oct. 20 (JCM); the largest assemblages were of 
12 on the Line Islands, L.I., Aug. 24 (AJL), and an astonishing 
22 at Bombay Hook Sept. 23 (KKa). Exceptional inland were 
three at Green Lane (GLF, GAF, m.ob., ph.) and one at Spruce 
Run (JDeM). A great concentration of shorebirds at Zach's Bay, 
Jones Beach S.P., L.I., in early November, mostly Dunlins and 
Black-bellied Plovers, included at least four Hudsonian and 
nine Marbled godwits. Inland, two Marbled Godwits were at 
Middle Creek W.M.A., Lancaster, Pa., Aug. 17 (SS), and West- 
chester, N.Y.'s first remained at Rye Aug. 26-Sept. 13 (TWB, 
m.ob.). Among the rarer shorebirds inland were a Ruddy 
Turnstone at L. Marburg, York, Pa., Sept. 27-28, only the 2nd 
there in 8 years (DH), two Red Knots at Tinicum Aug. 31 (JCM) 
and one at Green Lane Oct. 31 (RG), and rather widespread 
Sanderlings, including five at Leaser L., Sept. 5, for the 2nd 
Lehigh, Pa., record (BLM), two at Green Lane Oct. 28 (RG), two 
at Tinicum Sept. 1-2 (BSt, B & NM), and one at Pittston, Luz- 
erne, Pa., Aug. 29 (WR). 

A juv. Little Stint at south Cape May Meadows August 28 
was impeccably described ($REM, DWi, R. Dorrance). Condi- 
tions were favorable for White-rumped Sandpipers; the best 
coastal count was of 80 at Cape May Sept. 4 (PL), and the best 
inland an amazing 64 Sept. 9 at Spruce Run (E. Patten). It was 
also a good fall for Baird's Sandpipers. In addition to widespread 
singles and reports of two or three from Brig (B & NM, REM), 
Green Lane (GLF, GAF), Tinicum (JCM), Spruce Run (GH), 
and Long Arm Res., York (DH), four were at L. Marburg, York, 
Sept. 28 (DH) and a remarkable nine were at Sagaponack Pond, 
L.I., Sept. 20-21 (HMcG, R. Kelly). Exceptionally 90+ Dunlins 
were inland at Green Lane Nov. 9 (GLF), and one was at Pitts- 
ton, Luzerne, Pa., Sept. 19 (WR). 

Curlew Sandpipers were the lowest in years, with only a 
couple of reports. Stilt Sandpipers were in good numbers. The 
best coastal counts were of 120 at south Cape May Meadows 
Sept. 4 (RC) and 100 at Bombay Hook Aug. 4 (CS), and the best 
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luvenile Ruff at Tinicum refuge, Philadelphia, Pa., October 1986. 
Photo/Franklin C. Haas. 

inland count a record 17 at Long Arm Res., York, Pa., Aug. 21 
(DH). Buff-breasted Sandpipers were all but nonexistent. Ruffs 
were low as well, the only multiple count being of two at Bom- 
bay Hook Oct. 11 (PH). The status of Long-billed Dowitchers 
needs careful study in our Region, with particular care given 
to possible confusion with henderson/Short-billed Dowitchers. 
This fall, they seem to have been unusually numerous at Bom- 
bay Hook, with counts of over a hundred Sept. 6 (all adults, 
PL) and Sept. 28 (MVB, GKH). Two iramatures were carefully 
studied at Green Lane Sept. 28-30 and Oct. 19-20 (GAF, 
GLF, m.ob.). 

A remarkable 50 Wilson's Phalaropes were at Dutch Neck 
Road, Delaware City, Del., Aug. 23 (PH). But they were not 
particularly numerous in the usual coastal lagoons, and inland 
records were limited to singles at Middle Creek W.M.A., Lan- 
caster-Lebanon, Pa., Aug. 17 (SS), Green Lane Aug. 14 (GLF), 
and Swan L., Sullivan, N.Y., Oct. 11 (Sullivan Co. Audubon 
Soc.), and one or two at Tinicum Aug. 29-Sept. 7 (JCM, B & 
NM). Red-necked Phalaropes were rather widespread. One was 
inland at Tinicum Oct. 6 (BSt), and in addition to several singles 
on the coast, multiple counts included three at Brig Aug. 24 
(DF) and at J.B.W.R., and two at Bombay Hook Sept. 26 (KKa). 
The only Red Phalarope was one at Green Lane Oct. 19-20 
(GAF, GLF, B & NM, RG,ph. BLM). 

JAEGERS TO ALCIDS- A few Pomarine Jaegers were 
identified from shore: singles at Jones Inlet, L.I., Nov. 9 (tMC, 
KF) and Cape May Oct. 9 (CS), and two at Cape May Nov. 4 
(JDo). Parasitic Jaegers were much in evidence from Long Island 
and the Jersey shore. The biggest counts were of eight at Island 
Beach Nov. 8 (RK) and 15 at Cape May Oct. 26 (fide PS). A 
remarkable juv. Long-tailed Jaeger, injured by a car in a 
McDonald's parking lot at Ocean City. Cape May, N.J., Sept. 8 
(J. Baker), was released Oct. 15 after care at the Surf City Re- 
habilitation Center (B. Jones). 

It was an excellent season for the rarer gulls. In addition to 
the ad. Franklin's Gull in breeding plumage at Great Gull I., 
off e. Long Island, Aug. 18, related in some way to Hurricane 
Charley (JDiC, H. Hays), a 2nd-winter Franklin's Gull was 
carefully described at Montauk Pt., Oct. 25 (tM. & P. O.'Brien), 
and a first-winter bird was at Shinnecock Nov. 29-Dec. 1 (JDiC, 
m.ob.). There had been about 11 previous Long Island records. 
About seven Little Gulls and about five Corn. Black-headed 

Gulls, all in coastal Long Island or New Jersey, and all but one 
in November, were normal. An ad. California Gull was reported 
Aug. 15 at Shinnecock Inlet, L.I. (N. Wagerich). About six Lesser 

Black-backed Gulls on Long Island and about seven in coastal 
New Jersey were normal; inland, one returned for its 3rd winter 
at Bergey's Pond, Hatfield, Montgomery, Pa. (m.ob., fide BLM). 
Rarest of all, Sabine's Gull made its first multiple records in 
this Region. An immature was at Great Kills Harbor, Staten I., 
Sept. 12-18 (R. Clermont, m.ob., ph. P. Post), and reports were 
received from Montauk Aug. 7 and Shinnecock Oct. 21 which 
we could not assess. A 2nd-winter Sabine's Gull was at the 

Lewes, Del., ferry slip Oct. 26 (BW) and an adult was at Cape 
May Pt., Nov. 12 (J. Donahue, FN, KB, PD). 

A single Caspian Tern at Mountain L., Warren, N.J., Aug. 18 
(GH) may have been grounded by Hurricane Charley, and an- 
other was at Spruce Run Aug. 28 (JDeM). The best coastal 
count was of 32 at Brig Aug. 27 (REM). The first Lehigh, Pa., 
Com. Tern was at Leaset L., Sept. 5 (S. Smith). Two ad. Arctic 
Terns were ashore at Cape May Aug. 18 in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Charley (JDo, REM). A surprising Bridled Tern was 
reported off Montauk Aug. 23 (fide TWB). It was the best fall 
migration in many years for Black Terns. Over 50 were reported 
from coastal New Jersey, 17 at Cape May alone (PBa). Elsewhere 
the best count was of 12 at Mecox Bay, L.I., Aug. 18 (fide TWB), 
the effect of Hurricane Charley on this highly pelagic migrant. 

Alcids were thin, with only one Dovekie report (Cape May, 
Nov. 1, DWa), one murre (sp.) off Avalon Nov. 23 (DWa), and 
four Razorbills, two on the New Jersey coast (KKa, DWa) and 
two on Long Island, all at the end of November. 

OWLS TO WOODPECKERS- 

Cape May banders captured 104 owls this fall: 15 Corn. 
Barn, three E. Screech, two Great Horned, one Barred, 
five Long-eared (low), and 78 N. Saw-whet (K. Duffy). 
Two of the Corn. Barn-Owls had been banded as chicks 

in June 1986, one by Hannah Richard at J.B.W.R., and 
one by Len Soucy at W. Somerville, N.J. Not all the 
barn-owls were dispersing juveniles, however; at least 
one adult was banded, and it is clear that they do migrate. 
One, perhaps a wind-borne migrant, came in off the 
ocean at Cape May at 8:30 a.m. on Sept. 17 (FN). A Long- 
eared Owl did the same at 7:15 a.m. on Oct. 16 (FN). 

A few Snowy Owls arrived late in the season, harbingers of 
more to come. The earliest was at Piermont Pier, Rockland, 
N.Y., Oct. 16-18 (PDe, m.ob.), followed by another Nov. 7 on 
a Bronx rooftop (G. Anger), and three more on Long Island and 
in s.e. New York ( JR et al.). The most southerly was near Bur- 
lington, N.J., Nov. 9-11 (J. Baillet). 

A prodigious 35 Ruby-throated Hummingbirds passed the 
Cape May hawk watch Aug. 31 (FN) and 28 were counted at 
Hawk Mr., Sept. 6, but the seasoffs total at Hawk Mt. was only 
81, well below that of last year (LG). Few Red-headed Wood- 
peckers passed through, the season's total at Hawk Mt. reaching 
only 16 (LG), the 2nd-lowest in the past decade. 

FLYCATCHERS TO WARBLERS- Yellow-bellied Fly- 
catchers reached their peak in the 2nd week of September 
{e.g., five Sept. 13-14 at Cape May, REM, and seven banded 
Sept. 14 at Hopewell, Mercer, N.J., P. Rodewald, H. Suthers). 
A pale Myiarchus flycatcher at Battery Park, N.Y.C., Nov. 10 
suggested Ash-throated, but it flew before all determining 
marks could be noted 0SW). A Say's Phoebe was carefully 
described at West End, Jones Beach S.P., L.I., Oct. 4 {A. Ben- 
dinget). No W. Kingbirds turned up inland, although nine on 
Long Island, 14 at the Cape May hawk watch, and six elsewhere 
in coastal New Jersey seemed about normal. A Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher lingered near Bake Oven Knob from Aug. 10 to 
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A slightlyfrayed Scissor-tailed Flycatcher near Bake Oven Knob, 
Lehigh Co., Pa., Aug. 13, 1986. Photo/Rick Wiltraut. 

Sept. 12 (K. Grim. ph. RW, m.ob.), for the first Lehigh record 
and about the 8th for Pennsylvania. At one point, apparently 
inebriated on fermenting choke cherries, it allowed itself to 
be picked up. "After this incident it appeared to go on the 
wagon" (BLM). Another was at Fort Tilden, N.Y.C., Oct. 5-9 
(m.ob., fide TWB). 

Red-breasted Nuthatches staged a good flight, which was 
surprising, since local nesting had been low. Golden-crowned 
Kinglets were everywhere. Particularly remarkable were 75 
foraging intently on the parkway median lawn at Robert Moses 
S.P., L.I., Oct. 19 (ROP, J. Gerhart, V. Emanuel, AF). Northern 
Wheatear, nearly annual now, turned up in 2 places: Jones 
Beach S.P., L.I., Sept. 28 0VIC, K & SF, TWB, m.ob.) and Milton 
Harbor, Westchester, N.Y., Oct. 17 (ph. AF). There were also 
two probably different Varied Thrushes, a male at Sag Harbor, 
L.I., Sept. 20 ( J. Leo) and a dull-plumaged male at Battery Park, 
N.Y.C., Oct. 30 (SW, F. Baumgarten, tTL, JDiC). 

A very few N. Shrikes reached the northern and western 
edge of this Region late in the season, at Beltzville L., Carbon, 
Pa., Nov. 2-3 (RW, ph. G. Yoder), near Ephrata, Lancaster, Pa., 
Nov. 30 (EW, TG), and at Bedford, Westchester, N.Y., after Nov. 
10. At least two Loggerhead Shrikes were around Cape May 
Aug. 29-Sept. 12 (FN, C. & M. Richberg), but elsewhere we 
had only one report from Caumsett S.P., L.I., Sept. 17 (Lyreart 
Langdon Audubon Soc.), and one from Sandy Hook, Monmouth, 
N.J., Sept. 20 (DF). 

Philadelphia Vireos were in good numbers, with at least six 
in the Princeton Ave. Woods, Mercer, N.J., Sept. 6-18 (RJB, 
m.ob.) and a peak count of eight at Higbee's Beach, Cape May, 
Sept. 7 (DWa). Possibly as many as six Golden-winged Warblers, 
rare on the coast, passed through Cape May Aug. 22-Sept. 13 
(JDo, DWa, REM, PL). "Brewster's Warblers" were reported 
from Cape May Aug. 30 (JDo), Prospect Park, N.Y.C. (fide TWB), 
and White Clay Creek, Del., Sept. 7 (D. Miller). A "Lawrence's 
Warbler" was at Cape May Aug. 23-25 (JDD, REM), and another 
reported from Sand's Point, L.I., Sept. 10 (G. Quinn). Connec- 
ticut Warblers also seemed more evident than usual in coastal 

New Jersey, and 11 were found in Mercer, N.J., Aug. 31-Oct. 
2 (RIB). 

GROSBEAKS, ICTERIDS, FINCHES- An imm. • Black- 
headed Grosbeak was at Higbee's Beach, Cape May, Sept. 5 
(ph. KS), and another imm. male or female was at the Lincoln 
Park gravel pits, Morris, N.J., Sept. 7 (DF). We had the usual 
scattered Dickcissel reports, mostly from the coast (tTL, FF), 
but the best measure of this bird's coastal passage is probably 
careful listening to calls overhead at a coastal hawk watch. 
Cape May tallied about 25 between Aug. 25 and Nov. 10, with 

a peak of 12 Oct. 16 (FN, JDo). Five Clay-colored Sparrow re- 
ports were a bit below normal, and sparrows seemed generally 
scarce. An oreganus Dark-eyed Junco was at Peconic, L.I., Nov. 
12 (P. Stoutenburgh). Snow Buntings were widespread, with 
good inland reports including 28 over Hook Mt. hawk watch, 
Rockland, N.Y., Oct. 21 (P. French) and 13 at Green Lane Oct. 
24 (B & NM). At least one ad. • Yellow-headed Blackbird was 
around Cape May all fall (PDu, JDo, PS, FIN), but we had no 
other reports. 

Aside from sporadic masses of Pine Siskins and a few Evening 
Grosbeaks, it was not a major "winter finch" fall. We heard 
of only a handful of scattered Red Crossbills. A lone White- 
winged Crossbill was reported at Morris Plains, N.J., Nov. 15 
(DF). Common Redpolls were almost non-existent; aside from 
the two mentioned in the opening paragraphs, we knew of 
only six at Pound Ridge, Westchester, N.Y., Nov. 23. Siskins 
were sporadically abundant both on the coast and inland. Fire 
Island hawk watch counted 1650 Oct. 18-19 (DP), and 150 
were around Dallas, Luzerne, Pa., through November (E. 
Johnson). 

EXOTICS -- Escaped waterfowl and parrots swell this ru- 
bric steadily. Four Egyptian Geese were at Haven L., Milford, 
Del., through September and October (WJW). A Ruddy Shel- 
duck was at J.B.W.R. through October, and a Red-crested Po~ 
chard hung around the Bergen, N.J., lakes. A Rose-ringed Par- 
akeet was at Hawk Mt., Sept. 28 (LG), and a Monk Parakeet 
was at Titusville School, Dutchess, N.Y., all fall (C. Vincent). 
An Aratinga parakeet, still unidentified, was seen almost daily 
at Cape May Point. A Ringed Turtle-Dove was reported near 
Elmer, Salem, N.J. (JH). One should keep an eye out now for 
the closely similar Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia de- 
caocto), which has colonized w. Europe in the last 2 decades 
and has now been confirmed in Florida. 

OBSERVERS (Subregional compilers in boldface)- Peter 
Bacinski (PBa) (coastal NJ: 511 Prospect Place, Lyndhurst, NJ 
07071), R.D. Barber, Ray Barnes (RBn), M.V. Barnhill, Paul Bernath 
(PBe), Irving Black (n.e. NJ: Eagle Rock Village, Bldg. 26, Apt. 8B, 
Budd Lake, NJ 07828), R. J. Blicharz (n.c. NJ: 827 Pennsylvania 
Ave.. Trenton, NJ 08638), Kate Brothwaite, Joe Burgiel, T.W. Burke 
(s.e. NY: 235 Highland Ave., Rye, NY 10580), Sam Chevalier, Judy 
Cinquina, Richard Crossley, J. D. Danzenbaker, John DeMarrais 
(JDeM), Steve Dempsey, Peter Deryen (PDe) (Rockland, NY: 70 
Third Ave., Nyack, NY 10960), Joe DiCostanzo, Richard Ditch, Jim 
Dowdell (JDo), Peter Dunne (PDu), A.P. Ednie (New Castle and 
Kent, DE: 21 N. Wells Ave., Glenolden, PA 19036), Andrew 
Farnsworth, Ken & Sue Feustel, Fran Fine, Bill & Sally Fintel, 
G. A. Franchois, W.W. Frech (Sussex, DE: 301 County Rd., Lewes, 
DE 19958), G.L. Freed, Dave Freeland, Padraic French, Tom Garner, 
Jerry Golob, Laurie Goodrich, Ed Graham, Ron Gruleb, AI Guar- 
ente, Mary Gustarson, Jerry Haag, Barb & Frank Haas, Greg Hanisek 
(n.w. NJ: RD 3, Box 263, Phillipsburg, N) 08865), Dorothy Hartmann 
(DHa), Dan Heathcote, G.K. Hess, Armas Hill, Phyllis Hurlock, Rich 
Kane, Kevin Karlson (KKa), Kenneth Kranick (KKr), Don Kunkle, 
A.J. Lauro, Paul Lehman, Tony Leukering, Edward Manners, Adam 
Martin, R. E. Maurer, Hugh McGuinness, J.K. Meritt (s.w. NJ: 809 
Saratoga Terrace, Turnersville, NJ 08012), Arthur Morris, B.L. 
Morris (e. PA: 825 N. Muhlenberg St., Allentown, PA 18104), Brian 
Moscatello (BMo), Bill & Naomi Murphy, Frank Nicoletti, Drew 
Panko, Eleanor Pink, William Reid (n.e. PA: 73 W. Ross St., Wilkes- 
Barre, PA 18702), Don Riepe, John Ruscica, Steve Santner, Keith 
Seager, R.M. Schutsky, Barbara Spencer, Bill Stocku (BSt), Clay & 
Pat Sutton, J.F. Swiertinski, J.P. Tramontario (Orange and Su/livan, 
NY: Orange Co. Community College, Middletown, NY 10940), Steve 
Walter, David Ward (DWa), R.T. Waterman Bird Club (Dutchess, 
NY), W. J. Wayne, Berna Weissmann, R.L. West, Paul Wierick, 
David Wiedner (DWi), Rick Wiltraut, Eric Witmer, F.P. Wolfarth, 
John Yrizarry.--ROBERT O. PAXTON, 460 Riverside Dr., Apt. 
72, New York, NY 10027, WILLIAM J. BOYLE, JR., 13A Kensington 
Rd., Chatham, NJ 07928, and DAVID A. CUTLER, 1110 Rock 
Creek Dr., Wyncote, PA 19095. 
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MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION 

Henry T. Armistead 

eporting was excellent this fall, perhaps the best ever with regard to repeated visits, often week]y, to key 
areas such as Hart-Miller Islands, Blackwater and Chin- 
coteague refuges, Liberty Reservoir, Hunting Creek, and 
the Susquehanna River. This combined with intensive 
banding at Kiptopeke, Damsite, and Adventure, plus var- 
ious activities by raptor watchers, provided a wealth of 
records. Shorebird and waterfowl coverage was superior. 
So was possefine coverage, but with disappointing results. 

The severe drought continued until November. It was a 
mild fall with few strong fronts. 

Deviation from norma] of temperature: August -2.3øF, 
September +0.2 ø, October +2.g ø, November +0.6ø; of pre- 
cipitation: August +0.5 inches, September -2.3 inches, 
October -1.3 inches, November +O.4 inches. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- Adventure = Adventure Sanctuary, Po- 
tomac, Md.; Assat. = Assateague I. {Md. section unless specified 
otherwise); Bait. = Baltimore, Md.; the Bay = Chesapeake Bay; 
Black. = Blackwater Nat'l Wildlife Ref., Md.: C.B.B.T. = Chesapeake 
Bay Bridge and Tunnel, Va.; Chinc. = Chincoteague Nat'l Wildlife 
Ref., Va.; Craney = Craney Island Disposal Area, Portsmouth, Va.; 
Damsite = banding station at Tolchester Beach, Md.; D.C. = Wash- 
ington, D.C.; Hart = Hart and Miller Islands in the Bay e. of Bal- 
timore; Hunting Creek = Hunting Creek, Va., on the Potomac R., 
scene in past few years of rapid spread of the exotic aquatic plant 
/-/ydrille; Kipt. = Kiptopeke, Va., collective term to include Cape 
Charles, Wise Point, Townsend, and the Kiptopeke banding station; 
Susq. = lower Susquehanna R. at Conowingo Dam. Md. Date in 
italics indicates bonded bird{s). Place names in italics are counties. 

LOONS THROUGH FLAMINGO--At Swan Pt., Kent, 
Md., 350 Cam. Loons were seen Nov. 4 {JG), the only notable 
loon count of the fall. Pied-billed Grebes made a strong showing 
with 79 at Lock Raven Res., n. of Bait., Oct. 22 {EB}, 5g at Swift 
Creek Res., n. of Richmond, Nov. 12 {LR), 47 at Hunting Creek 
in the mat of exotic water plant Hydrille Nov. 16 {JMA}, and 
36 at Chinc., Oct. 2-3 {CPW}, the best totals at stronghold Deal 
Island W.M.A., Md., being of only 40 Oct. 13 {RFR} and 37 Aug. 
14 {HTA). Single Red-necked Grebes were at Piney Run P., 
Carroll, Md., Nov. 6 {MW}, Loch Raven {HI(, BB) and Chinc., 
Nov. 30 {GR, GA, HTA, HN} and four were at Downs P., Anne 
Arundel, Md., Nov. 20 {MR}. Ocean City pelagic trips were 
weathered out Sept. 13 and Oct. 4 and the resulting hegira 
produced fine land birding on Assat. and hawk counting at 
Kipt., respectively (q.v.). A trip was made up to g0 mi off Vir- 
ginia Beach Aug. 16 which reported 500 Wilson's Storm-Petrels, 
66 Cory's, one Greater, six Audubon's, and one Manx shear- 
water (DFA, MRB, BT, BP, PMc, GP). On the heels of Hurricane 
Charlie, Schwab found seven Wilson's Storm-Petrels at Back 
Bay N.W.R., Aug. 18 in the bay. At Chinc., one to two Am. 
White Pelicans were seen Sept. 25-Nov. 30 (m. ob., ph.), and 
singles (same birds?) were noted s. of there at Wallops I., Oct. 
4-5 (JR), Metomkin I., Sept. 13 (MA), and Cedar I., Sept. 16 (AC 
et el.). Brown Pelicans were legion in s. Virginia again with 
up to 200 at Chinc., Aug 23 (JB), 74 at Cape Henry Aug. 2 
(GTH), 90 at Kipt., Aug. 31 (HTA), and a Regional record count 
of 600 on Fisherman I., Aug 31 (BP, DFA, HTA, GA); 45 at 
Cape Henry Nov. 11 (GTH) provided one of the few November 
reports this year. The only Maryland records were from Assat. 
I.: one Aug 23 (MO, LD) and two Sept. 5 {EB, PL el el.). As 
usual there were no reports away from the ocean or the mouth 
of the Bay. 

Great Cormorant continues to increase slightly, the most 
notable records being of up to five immaturas at the head of 
the Bay at Hart Sept. 28 and Oct. 5 (RFR, HK, BD et el.) with 
others present Aug 10-Oct. 19. Single imm. birds were in D.C., 

Oct. 15 and Nov. 10 (DC), along the Potomac in Fairfax, Va., 
September to November {DFA, EMW, RAA}, and up the James 
R. at Hog I., Surry, Va., Oct. I {BP). Eleven were at Lower 
Machodoc Creek, Westmoreland, Va., Nov. 9 {JEJ) and five were 
at Ocean City Oct. 18 {PO}. Double-crested Cormorant also 
was in excellent numbers again with a record 60 in D.C., Oct. 
3 {DC}, 1190 as early as Sept. 2 at Kipt. {HTA}, 4455 at Chinc., 
Oct. 23-24 {CPW}, 2500 at Assat. I., Oct. 5 {EB et el.}, and a late 
individual Nov. 30 at Loch Raven {HK) in Maryland's Piedmont. 
A successful nest, Maryland's first, was found on a lake inland 
in Montgomery {•de RFR, details to appear in Maryland Bird- 
life) this past summer. A very late and unsuccessful nest was 
found at Hunting Creek Aug 26, an adult was on it Sept. 5 
when another flew in with a long stick, but it was abandoned 
on later dates {JMA}. Two Anhingas were at Stumpy L., Virginia 
Beach, Aug. 2 {JS, DFA). 

Herons, mainly owing to impoundments that were either 
too dry or too high, formed no big concentrations. At Susq. in 
n. Maryland, a Cattle Egret Nov. 11 was late {EB}, and 550 were 
at Kipt., Sept. 2 {HTA}. Also late was a Green-backed Heron 
at Chinc., Nov. 30 {HN, GR et el.}. Unique was an imm. White 
Ibis at Fisherman I., Sept. 6 {DFA} and a Glossy Ibis at Elkton 
Aug. 14 & 17 was unusual for Cecil, Md. (EB}. A flamingo {sp.} 
turned up again at Craney, Va., Sept. 14-23 {GTH, TRW et el.}. 

WATERFOWL -- A massive influx of Tundra Swans took 

place in Maryland Nov. 12 when between 1:00 and 2:30 p.m., 
1150 passed over Laurel {HLW) and 1100 over tum Suden 
Sanctuary, Herford {EB}, with 1000 over Howard {MC}, while 
Grubor saw many thousands at Eastern Neck N.W.R. Seldom 
is such a big flight of a species witnessed on so broad a front, 
all the more remarkable because it happened at mid-week. 
Mute Swans continue to thrive in the mid-Bay Eastern Shore 
counties with big groups of 130 at Eastern Neck N.W.R., Sept. 
21 (RFR, SR} and 138 at Hooper's I., Md., Aug. 14 (HTA}. Greater 
White-fronted Geese were widely reported including an adult 
at Remington Farms, Kent, Sept. 21 (record early date; RFR, 
SR), Oct. 19 into November in Gaithersburg (EMW, WS, PO, 
LDB) and Oct. 5 at Black. (SR) in Maryland, as well as at least 
5 localities s. of Richmond (DB, BiV0, plus two adults in Louise 
Nov. 16 (JBB, ph.) and one at Nokesville Nov. 11 (RAA) in 
Virginia, a fine showing for this Region. All birds, where spec- 
ified, were thought to be of the Greenland race. An ad. Barnacle 
Goose of unknown origin was at Fruitland, Md., Oct. 13 (RFR 
et el.). 

Much of this fall's waterfowl watching was in the Hydrille 
beds at Hunting Creek s. of D.C., which provided D.C. area 
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birders with excellent duck and shorebird act•mty High duck 
counts there included 200 Blue-winged Teal Sept. 27, 300 Am. 
Wlgeon Oct. 14, 150 N. Shovelers Oct. 23,600 N. Pintails and 
3000 Ruddy Ducks Nov. 16, and 1000 Canvasbacks Nov. 22 
(JMA); an albino Canvasback was there Nov. 30 (SH). At 
Sunken Meadows, Surry, Va., 250 Gadwalls Nov. 30 were an 
excellent count (PB). A • Corn. Eider was at Wallops I., Aug. 
18 & 30 (CRV), and up to nine King Eiders were at Sandy Point 
S P, Md, Nov. 22-24 (LD, HLW, WK, KG, PO), an unprece- 
dented number for the Bay. A female at Chinc., Oct. 16 was 
new and overdue for the refuge list (CPW), and an ad. male 
was at Kipt. and Fisherman I., Sept. 20 through October (CRB, 
HG, HTA, BW et at.). Up to 12 Harlequin Ducks were reported 
from C.B.B.T., Nov. 12 (JS, VK et al.), and an ad. male was at 
Crmfield, Md., Nov. 29 (JB). A Surf Scorer Nov. 5 provided the 
3rd record for D.C., and five White-winged Scoters were also 
seen there then (DC). 

Interesting duck counts elsewhere included 240 Wood Ducks 
at Mason Neck N.W.R., Va. Oct. 28 (DAD), 800 Am. Black Ducks 
inland at Loch Raven in company with 410 Mallards Nov. 17 
(SS), and 2500 Ruddy Ducks at Brandon Shores, Anne Arundet, 
Md, Nov. 22 (RFR). The amazing impounded area at Hart was 
a magnet for ducks, attracting 13 species during August, and 
with these maxima: 150 Blue-winged Teal Sept. 28, 175 N. 
Shovelers Oct. 11,400 N. Pintails Oct. 19, 3000 Ruddy Ducks 
Nov 2, 600 Green-winged Teal Nov. 9, and 175 N. Shovelers 
plus 22,000 scaup (sp.) Nov. 16 (EB, RFR, HK, BD et al.). 

RAPTORS THROUGH CRANES -- A tremendous raptor 
passage occurred Oct. 3-4, especially of Ospreys and Peregrine 
Falcons in record numbers. On Assat. I., Md.-Va., on Oct. 4, 
Ward et al. saw 117 Peregrines, capturing 22, surpassing their 
total of 71 Oct. 3, when 19 were banded. At Kipt. on Oct. 3, 
89 Peregrines, 321 Ospreys (both new Virginia high counts), 
61 N. Harriers, 1096 Sharp-shinned Hawks, and 75 Merlins 
were counted (DM, DSi, HTA, CWH et at.). The next day 179 
Ospreys and 40 Peregrines were counted nearby (HLW, LD, 
WK et al.) while one mi south another observer independently 
(and gratifyingly) also counted 40 Peregrines (RC). Meanwhile 
on the upper Bay at Rock Hall, Kent, Md., Gruber estimated 
4594 Broad-winged Hawks Oct. 3. October 3 & 4 were hot days 
with temperatures in the 90s and moderate SW winds in the 
s part of the Region! At Kipt. (Wise Pt.), Cashwell banded 879 
raptors including 324 Merlins with 5 days when 20 or more 
Merlins were tagged, including 29 on Sept. 22. Counting Mer- 
hns captured by others nearby, at least 393 were banded this 
fall, close to the 431 counted by the hawk watchers at Kipt., 
indicating how many must be missed by counters positioned 
m one small spot. In a similar vein, one group saw 1729 raptors 
at Klpt., Oct. 4 (HLW, LD, WK et at.) while counters located 
lust 3 mi n.w. of them saw but 695, perhaps indicative of the 
difference between the seaside (first group) and bayside (latter 
group), a situation that might be reversed on the next day by 
a change in the wind. This writer believes that because Kipt. 
has large areas of bay, marsh, and islands both to the south 
(Fisherman I.) and east (Smith and Mockhorn Is.), raptors, 
though highly concentrated, do not mass in quite such numbers 
as at less-spread-out Cape May, although just as many birds 
probably do pass through this area but are more widely dis- 
persed. The Kipt. hawk watch recorded 15,104 raptors in 382 
hours on 57 days Aug. 25-Nov. 14, amounting to a rather poor 
rate of 39.5 birds per hour (cf. 58 in 1985, 72 in 1983, 96 in 
1982; BW, DSi, DRM, MA et at.). Very early there were a Sharp- 
shinned Hawk Aug. 26 (MA), a Merlin Aug. 31 (BW), and a N. 
Goshawk Oct. 2 (DSi). Notable counts were of 483 Am. Kestrels 
Oct 2,149 Ospreys and 997 Sharp-shinned Hawks Oct. 5, and 
2233 Sharp-shinned Hawks, 35 Cooper's Hawks, 72 Merlins, 
and a N. Goshawk Oct. 11 (best day with 2893 raptors). Single 
Golden Eagles were seen Nov. 1 & 14. Nearby at Fisherman I., 
a Rough-legged Hawk was captured Oct. 20, not only early 
but also far south, by a man nearing 80 who banded 219 
other raptors here including 36 Cooper's and 29 Red-tailed 
hawks (PSB). 

Rounding out the coastal raptor hlghhghts, for the 17th 
straight year Peregnnes were banded on Assateague Sept. 19- 
Oct. 24 with 856 seen and 231 banded (surpassing previous 
highs by 176 and 80 respectively!), or a better than one out of 
every four birds seen captured ratio. Best days for sightings 
were Oct. I (51), Oct. 2 (81), Oct. 3 (71), Oct. 4 (117), Oct. 5 
(41), and Oct. 9 (53), and 32 as late as Oct. 14. From Sept. 26 
to Oct. 6, 20 or more birds were seen each day, for 25 straight 
days (Sept. 21-Oct. 15) 10 or more were seen each day, and 
from Sept. 28 to Oct. 4, 10 or more were banded each day 
(FPW, WSS, MAY). Eighteen previously-banded birds were re- 
captured, including one from Greenland. Only a very small 
percentage of these Peregrines represent birds from restocking 
programs. 

Several late Ospreys were seen, such as singles at West Ocean 
City Nov. 27-28 (MD, LD, MO), Susq., Nov. 26 (EB), Char- 
lottesville, Va., Nov. 27 (MDP), and a largely albino bird catch- 
ing fish at Richmond Nov. 16-26 (PD, m.ob.). Up to 28 Bald 
Eagles were at Mason Neck in November, 17 of them previously 
banded, including one from Tupper L., N.Y. (DAD), and as 
many as 20 were in sight at once along the Susq., Nov. 20 
(RMS). Wolfe saw a Sharp-shinned Hawk catch a Mourning 
Dove at Virginia Beach Oct. 24. An ad. N. Goshawk was seen 
s. of Frederick, Md., Nov. 22 (PO). Several flights of Broad- 
winged Hawks were noted Sept. 14 in Maryland in Kent (DC) 
and Howard (JS), and Reese saw 3000 at Tilghman I., Tatbot, 
that day. An imm..Golden Eagle was seen by multitudes at 
Black., Nov. 27-30 (ph.). Fifty Soras were at Jug Bay on the 
Patuxent R., Md., Sept. 13 (JB). Good Am. Coot totals were 
2100 at Hunting Creek Nov. 16 (JMA), 210 in D.C., Nov. 23 
(DC), and 350 at Swift Creek Res. (LR) and 501 at Loch Raven 
Res., both Nov. 12 (SS). A genuine rarity was an ad. Sandhill 
Crane near Cheriton, Va., Nov. 19 (HG). 

SHOREBIRDS--Waders were best away from the coast 
for a change, one of the highlights being the high profile of 
Baird's Sandpiper best described by Ringler: "Normally rare 
in fall but this year merely uncommon." Let's start with Liberty 
Res., a big lake on the Carroll-Balt., Md., border. Here 18 visits 
were made July 6-Nov. 15. Low water levels attracted 15 
shorebird species, such as 22 Solitary Sandpipers Aug. 2, 78 
Pectoral Sandpipers Aug. 9, from two to five Baird's Sandpipers 
on 6 dates Aug. 30-Sept. 28 (five on Sept. 20), 53 Lesser Yel- 
lowlegs and a White-rumped Sandpiper Sept. 13, 14 Stilt Sand- 
pipers Sept. 28, and 114 Killdeer Oct. 25 (RFR et at.), not bad 
for a Piedmont lakebed. 

The celebrated Hydrilla beds on the Potomac at Hunting 
Creek were censused at least 19 days July 6-Nov. 6 (JMA, DFA 
et al.) with these results: 70 Least and 60 Western sandpipers 
Sept. 1; 65 Greater Yellowlegs Sept. 6; 150 Pectoral Sandpipers 
Sept. 9; 80 Lesser Yellowlegs Sept. 14; 55 Lesser Golden-Plovers 
Sept. 27; four Hudsonian Godwits Sept. 21-Oct. 5; one to two 
Willets Sept. 6-27; one to nine Red Knots Sept. 6-Oct. 5; one 
to two Baird's Sandpipers Sept. 21-Oct. 14; single Curlew 
Sandpipers Sept. 21 and Oct. 23; one to four Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers Sept. 14-27; a Wilson's Phalarope Sept. 1-27; and 
an Am. Avocet Sept. 27-Oct. 14. 

Back up the Bay at Hart, e. of Balt., 19 visits were made to 
this island July 5-Nov. 16, recording 30 species of shorebirds 
(RFR, EB, HK, BD et at.): a Marbled Godwit Aug. 3-Sept. 21, 
one to four Willets Aug. 10-Sept. 28; one to five Red Knots on 
8 dates Aug. 10-Oct. 19 (five Sept. 7); 25 Ruddy Turnstones 
Oct. 19; one to three Wilson's Phalaropes Aug. 17-Oct. 11 (three 
Sept. 14); 250 Semipalmated Sandpipers Aug. 24; one to 30 
White-rumped Sandpipers on 9 dates Aug. 31-Nov. 16 (two, 
30 Sept. 7); three Red-necked Phalaropes Aug. 31, one Sept. 7, 
one to four Hudsonian Godwits on 3 dates Sept. 7-Oct. 19 (four 
Sept. 7); a Whimbrel Sept. 14; Baird's Sandpipers on 8 consec- 
utive visits Sept. 14-Nov. 9, with seven Oct. 5, five Oct. 19, 
and four Sept. 21; 85 Sanderlings Oct. 11; and a Semipalmated 
Plover and 325 Dunlins Nov. 2. 

Down at Black. Headquarters Pond, normally a pedestrian 
collection of Mallards and Canada Geese, at least 14 counts of 
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waders were conducted Aug 14-Nov 15 (LD, MO, HTA, PP 
et al.). This pond was drained to kill carp, with these results 
among the 24 shorebird species found there: 600 Semipalmated 
and 150 Least sandpipers Aug. 15; 48 Semipalmated Plovers, 
22 Stilt Sandpipers, and 122 Short-billed Dowitchers Aug. 17; 
six Hudsonian Godwits Sept. 5 (PL, EB); six Lesser Golden- 
Plovers, one Marbled Godwit (new to refuge), and 85 Long- 
billed Dowitchers Sept. 6; 68 Lesser Yellowlegs and 37 White- 
rumped Sandpipers Sept. 13; 75 Pectoral Sandpipers Oct. 3; 
one to two Baird's Sandpipers Sept. 27-Oct. 28 (RFR, SR, LD, 
JO, PO, DC et al.; new to Dorchester); two late Stilt Sandpipers 
Nov. 9; a Ruff Sept. 27-Oct. I (LDB, CPW, LD); a Red-necked 
Phalarope Aug. 31-Sept. I (PP, LD, CB); and a Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper Sept. 24 (CPW; new to refuge). Such quality shore- 
birding is unprecedented for this county. 

For most of the fall the normally superb impoundments at 
Chinc. were either bone dry (first one-half of August) or held 
too much water (mid-August until October), and Wilds found 
Semipalmated Plover, Least and Western sandpipers, and 
grasspipers to be in especially poor numbers. Her numbers of 
waders from July through October were 61%, 46%, 45%, and 
62% of the pre-1986 mean. Highlights of her 12 two-day surveys 
Aug. 7-Oct. 24 include: Piping Plover 15, Whimbre147, Lesser 
Yellowlegs 63, Least Sandpiper 86, Short-billed Dowitcher 158, 
and Stilt Sandpiper 36, Aug. 7-8; Semipalmated Plover 411, 
Ruddy Turnstone 253, Pectoral Sandpiper 80, and Semipal- 
mated Sandpiper 856, Aug. 14-15; Sanderling 1767 and Wil- 
son's Plover one, Aug. 21-22; five Marbled Godwits Sept. 11- 
12; Red Knot 283 and Baird's Sandpiper three, Sept. 25-26; 
Lesser Golden-Plover five, Oct. 2-3; Greater Yellowlegs 247 
and White-rumped Sandpiper nine, Oct. 9-10; Black-bellied 
Plover 184, Long-billed Dowitcher 82, and Ruff one, Oct. 16- 
17; and W. Sandpiper 159 and Dunlin 2540, Oct. 23-24. Single 
Wilson's Phalaropes were seen Aug. 7-8 and Oct. 16-17, eight 
HudsonJan Godwits were present Aug. 14-15 and Oct. 23-24, 
and 10 Am. Avocets and a Buff-breasted Sandpiper were there 
Sept. 25-Oct. 3. The number of birds on the Fishing Pt. beach 
areas was also depressed. 

Lesser Golden-Plovers lingered until Nov. 1-4 at Hunting 
Creek (EMW, DFA). The mudfiats at Thoms Creek e. of 
Mockhorn I., Va., produced 52 Marbled Godwits and 360 Black- 
bellied Plovers Aug. 31 (BP, HTA, DFA, GA et al.), and 29 
Marbled Godwits, 175 Willets, and 285 Am. Oystercatchers 
Oct. 5 (HTA, GA et al.). At Craney, Am. Avocets were in low 
supply, with a peak of just 30 Oct. 3 (MRB, BP). More unusual 
were two at Ocean City Aug. 18 (CES) and one at Jug Bay Oct. 
30 (DMd). A Peregrine dove on the Craney avocets Oct. 16 
(TRW), and one chased a late Spotted Sandpiper Nov. 20 at 
Locustville, Va. (GR). The top Upland Sandpiper report was of 
only nine seen in Talbot, Md., s. of Queene Anne Aug. 15-16 
(MO). HudsonJan Godwits had a good fall here with one at 
Ocean City Oct. 12 (RFR), two near Tanyard, Md. (first for 
Caroline) Oct. 22-Nov. 4 (EE, JGR et al.), and five at Tower 
Gardens, Kent I., Md., Sept. 5-21, two of these lingering until 
Nov. 2 (SR et al.). Four late Least Sandpipers were still at Hog 
I, Nov. 30 (PB). Other Baird's Sandpipers were at Ocean City 
Oct. 12 & 21 (RFR, LDB), two at Craney Oct. 3 (MRB, BP), two 
at Back Bay Aug. 30 (DFA), one e. of Balt., Aug. 30-31 (MR et 
al.), and one to two at Summit Hall Turf Farm, Montgomery, 
Md. (LD, PO). Rare on the Bay, a Purple Sandpiper was at 
Sandy Pt., Oct. 31 (HW). A Buff-breasted Sandpiper was seen 
near Pt. Lookout, Md., Sept. 19-20 (LD, JO). Single Ruffs were 
near Chinc., Sept. 14 (SE), and at Stumpy L., Aug. 2 (DFA). In 
Virginia a Red-necked Phalarope was at False Cape S.P., Aug. 
16 (GTH), two were at Craney Aug. 15 (DFA), and one plus 
five Wilson's Phalaropes were there Sept. 18 (BP). 

JAEGERS THROUGH SKIMMER- A Parasitic Jaeger 
was seen at sea off Virginia Beach Aug. 16 (MRB, BP et al.), 
one was at Chinc., Sept. 9 (MRB), and two plus a Pomarine 
Jaeger were at Back Bay Oct. 11 (DFA). Unusual for the Virginia 
Piedmont were 60 Laughing Gulls hawking bugs at Nokesville 

Sept 7 (KHB). Less unusual but en masse were 5000 Laughing 
Gulls plus 1000 Com. Terns at Ocean City Sept. 5 (EB, PL) 
Single Franklin's Gulls were at Potomac Beach, Westmoreland, 
Va., Aug. 19 (MRB), on the Susq., Sept. 20-27 (EB, LD, RFR) 
and at Hunting Creek Sept. 27-30 (BH, JMA, EMW, RAA), w•n- 
ter-plumaged adults in each case. New for Fairfax was an imm 
Little Gull at Hunting Creek Sept. 21-27 (HE, JMA, DFA, RAA) 
The only Iceland Gull was an immature at C.B.B.T., Nov 30 
(CZ et al.), where a record eight Lesser Black-backed Gulls 
were seen Nov. 6 (HEL, RD; all ph.). The Ft. McHenry, Balt, 
Lesser Black-backed, a distinctive individual, was seen Nov 
4 for the 9th straight winter (RFR et al.), three were at Susq, 
Nov. 11 (EB), two were at Hart Nov. 2 (RFR, EB et al.), two 
were at Ocean City Oct. 4 (EB), two were at Chinc., Oct. 9-10 
(CPW), one was in D.C. for the 7th year (DC), and one was in 
the middle of the Choptank R., Md., 3 mi from land, Oct 12 
(CS, HTA, GA). 

Caspian Terns lingered into the 2nd week of November •n 
numbers higher than usual (v.o.). Best counts earlier were of 
125 at Havre de Grace, Md. (plus 420 Forster's Terns) Sept 28 
(EB), 76 in D.C., Sept. 16 (DC), 168 at Chinc., Sept. 18-19 (CPW), 
150 at Hunting Creek Sept. 27 (DFA), and a whopping 350 at 
Hart Sept. 21 (EB, PP, BD et al.). Far up the Bay, eight Royal 
Terns at Hart Sept. 7 and one there Nov. 16 were noteworthy 
(EB, BD, RFR), and one even headed up into fresh water on 
the Susq., Sept. 30 (EB). Royals dallied into late November at 
Sandy Pt. (HLW et al.) and Deal I. (DC), and three were st•11 at 
Ocean City Nov. 28 (MO et al.). Davidson found the only 
Maryland Sandwich Tern reported, a bird on n. Assat. I., Aug 
23. On Aug. 17 two Roseate Terns were reported from Back 
Bay (MRB, BP) and one from C.B.B.T. (DFA), plus one at Back 
Bay Aug. 30 (DFA). By local standards, 105 Forster's Terns 
Nov. 15 (SD, GA, PRS, HTA) and two Royal Terns Aug 27 
(MO, GG) were remarkable at semi-inland Black. Off Virg•ma 
Beach, a minimum of one Sooty and 35 Bridled Terns were 
reported Aug. 16 (MRB, DFA et oi.) and a Bridled was at Ocean 
City Aug. 18 (CES), the day before and after Hurricane Charhe 
respectively. Far more Black Terns than normal were seen, 
especially in August, in small numbers and at many Iocahtms, 
such as nine at Triadelphia Res., Howard, Md., Aug. 2 (HM), 
and Truitt saw 104 in the Metomkin and Assawoman Is. area 

Aug. 21. A latish one was at Susq., Sept. 28 (EB). Up to 2000 
Black Skimmers were at Cape Henry during September (RLA) 
and 700 were nearby at Lynnhaven Inlet Oct. 5 (BP, MRB) 

CUCKOOS THROUGH SHRIKES- An extremely late 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo was at Swift Creek Res., Nov. I (PB) 
Single Snowy Owls were seen at Alexandria, Va., Nov. 14 (BRu 
et al., fide EMW) and on Assat. I., Nov. 29 (TB, fide RFR) A 
Long-eared Owl was at Arlington Oct. 19 (RAA, SE) and one 
was in Loudoun, Va., Nov. 28 (DFA). Short-eared Owls were 
widely reported but in modest numbers, the earliest a b•rd 
flying N over the Bay at Fisherman I., Oct. 11 (m.ob.). The 
same may be said for N. Saw-whet Owls, with the first b•rds 
at Damsite Oct. 20 (JG) and Adventure Oct. 23 (MD). The biggest 
Com. Nighthawk flight seen was of 205 over Arlington Aug. 
22 (RAA). Chuck-will's-widow is one of those mysterious spe- 
cies which, like Orchard Oriole, is seldom encountered after 
late July. But this fall singles were seen at Damsite Sept. 5 (JG), 
Assat. I., Sept. 14 (EB, SRD et al.), and Kipt., Sept. 27 (CWH) 
In D.C., 2000 Chimney Swifts massed at a roost Sept. 24 (DC) 
Sixty Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were captured at Dams•te 
(JG) and Reese also found them to have increased this year 
Avian star of the season was a spectacular ad. • Rufous Hum- 
mingbird, pugnacious and dependable at a feeder near Melfa 
in the center of the Virginia Eastern Shore Aug. 4 to about 
September 9 (J & RB, SK, m.ob., ph.). The vast majority of 
eastern records are during the late fall and early winter and 
in Florida, making this fellow a very early one (cf. AB March 
1979, pp. 130-132). Nine Red-cockaded Woodpeckers were 
found at 2 sites in Sussex, Va., Nov. 25 (BP). 
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Adult male Rufous Hummingbird at Melfa, Va., Aug. 22, 1986. 

An Empidonax flycatcher (probably an Alder Flycatcher) at 
Assateague Island, Md., Sept. 14, 1986. Photo/Michael O'Brien. 

Olive-sided Flycatchers were seen at 9 localities Aug. 25- 
Oct. I (v.o.), all w. of the Bay. September 7 was a peak Empi- 
donax day with season high totals of 15 "Traill's," seven Aca- 
dians, and seven Yellow-bellied Flycatchers at Kipt. (WPS), 
and seven Yellow-bellieds at Damsite (JG). Least Flycatchers 
seemed to be in a slump with none all year at Kipt., only two 
at Damsite, and but five at Adventure (WPS, JG, MD). An Ash- 
throated Flycatcher was reported at Chinc., Sept. 13 (DFA). 
Western Kingbirds were at 3 sites in early September in s. 
Virginia (RLA, DFA, MA, YL et al.), two were w. of Princess 
Anne, Md., Oct. 13 (RFR et al.), and one was at Kipt., Nov. 28 
(CZ et al.). At Hampstead, Carroll, Md., 45 Cliff Swallows were 
seen Sept. 4 (MW). There was somewhat of a rash of late Barn 
Swallow sightings, with singles at Hart Nov. 2 (RFR, EMW et 
al.), Gloucester, Va., Nov. 6 (TK), and Hog I., Nov. 23 (PB). Some 
1500 Barn Swallows plus 1000 Bank Swallows were at Susq., 
Aug. 14 (EB). The Blue Jay prize goes to Gruber, who had 470 
at Rock Hall Oct. 2 and 4324 there the next day. The Fish 
Crow prize was awarded Sept. I when there were 844 at Kipt. 
(HTA). There was but a fair flight of Red-breasted Nuthatches 
with a very early one at Mt. Vernon, Va., Aug. 18-20 (JMA). 
August 23 was a strange date for a Brown Creeper in Carroll, 
Md., probably a breeding bird (EB). Sedge Wrens were found 
only at Elliott I. (two, HTA), Cold Saturday, Carroll, Md. (one, 
MW), these Aug. 14, and one was at Irish Grove Sanctuary, 
Somerset, Md., Nov. I (SR et al.). 

October 7 & 16 were good flight days for both kinglets. There 
were several early reports of Ruby-crowned Kinglets, such as 
singles at Ft. Hunt, Fairfax, Va., Aug. 11 (DP) and Tilghman 
I., Sept. 7 (JGR et al.). A late Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was at 

Photos/Sabra Kimball. 

Susq. (Harford side) Nov. 20 (RMS). At Adventure the lowest 
number of Swainson's Thrushes since 1974 was caught (253) 
with a late one Oct. 31 and a very early Hermit Thrush Aug. 
30 (MD). A total of 3890 Am. Robins passed over Kipt., Oct. 25 
(BR, HTA, BW). Two Loggerhead Shrikes were at Orange, Va., 
Nov. 7 (MRB) and two were in Frederick, Md., Nov. 29 (RAA). 

WARBLERS TO FINCHES- Most found the passerine 
flight very poor. There was a lack of strong fronts, but tolerable 
flights took place Aug. 24, Sept. 6-7 & 14, and Oct. 6-7 & 12. 
At Tilghman I., Sept. 7, birds passed through "like water going 
over a fails" with 25 warbler species including 15 Blackbur- 
nians, 30 Chestnut-sideds, and 30 Tennessees (JGR et al.). 
Twenty-one warbler species were seen on Assat. I., Sept. 14 
(EB et al.}. Hot Oct. 3 was the best banding day at Kipt., with 
most birds (391} and most species (37; WPS, FRS} This station 
had a very poor year for Tennessee, N. Parula, Bay-breasted, 
and Prairie warblers, N. Waterthrushes, and Ovenbirds, but 
caught only their second Cerulean Warbler Oct. 7 (WPS}. Still 
they banded 3503 birds of 88 species Aug. 30-Oct. 18 in 8019 
net hours including 31 warbler species. Damsite banded 1686 
birds of 84 species on 25 days Aug. 1-Nov. 2 in 11,085 net 
hours (JG et al.}. Adventure banded 2645 birds of 88 species 
on 75 days Aug. 15-Oct. 31 (MD et al.}. "Lawrence's Warblers" 
were seen at Triadelphia Res.. Sept. 6 (RFR} and in Richmond 
Aug. 20 (PB}. On Sept. 7, 31 Tennessee and 12 Canada warblers 
were banded at Damsite, and 63 Cape Mays were there Sept. 
14 (JG} with 30 the same day on Assat. (JO}. A Connecticut 
Warbler at Finksburg Sept. 28 was a first for little-birded Car- 
roll, Md. (RFR}. Of the scarcer species there were reports of 
but seven Philadelphia Vireos and six Golden-winged, eight 
Orange-crowned, and 18 Mourning warblers. 

At Tilghman 30 Scarlet Tanagers and 25 Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks were seen Sept. 7 (JGR et al.} and a Summer Tanager 
near Balt., Sept. 24 was unusual (BMR}. Dickcissels were at 
Hunting Creek Sept. 9 (DFA}, Assat., Oct. 4 (EB}. Balt., Oct. 7 
(BMR}, and in Hampton, Va., Oct. 30 (WPS}. Clay-colored Spar- 
rows were seen at Assat., Sept. 14 (two; JO, MO, ph.} and also 
Oct. 4-5 (EB}, on the C.B.B.T., Oct. 5 (MRB, BP}, and at Back 
Bay Oct. 11 (DFA}. Lark Sparrows were at Chuckatuck, Suffolk, 
Va., Aug. 14 (TRW}, Back Bay Aug. 15 & 30 (DFA}, and Assat., 
Sept. 13-14 (ph.} and Oct. 4 (MO, DC, SRD, EB et al.}. A count 
of 35 Sharp-tailed Sparrows at Elliott I., Md., Aug. 17 was ex- 
cellent (LD, MO}. The most notable Lincoln's Sparrow records 
were of four in Rockville Oct. 11, three there Oct. 13 (MO}, 
and a late one at Chinc., Nov. 30 (DC, ph.}. A singing Swamp 
Sparrow was seen 5 mi e. of Easton, Md., Aug. 17 (JGR}, prob- 
ably part of a very small and isolated breeding population. 
Odd was a White-throated Sparrow at Wheaton, Md., Aug. 15 
(GM}. Eight Lapland Longspurs were at Craney Nov. 26 (BP} 
and one was at Deal I., Oct. 28 (PO}. Snow Buntings were widely 
reported and on the early side, with 3 early records in Maryland 
Oct. 19: two on Assat. (EB, HLW}, one at Hart (RFR; 200 there 
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Nov. 16), and one at Hyattsville (SD). The first Virginia bird 
was one at C.B.B.T., Oct. 26 (HTA). 

Single Yellow-headed Blackbirds were near Pt. Lookout Oct. 
18 (PO, LD) and in Surry, Va., Nov. 13 (FD, fide BP). A Red 
Crossbill was at Assat.. Nov. 22 (LD) and a Corn. Redpoll was 
seen at Sandy Pt., Nov. 28 (JP). There was a good flight of Pine 
Siskins in late October and November, most of the birds passing 
through without lingering very long. At Kipt., 375 were seen 
in a morning flight Oct. 25 (BW, BR, HTA). Reese estimated 
500 each of House Finch and Am. Goldfinch at Tilghman I., 
Oct. 19, and at Rock Hall Gruber saw 250 House Finches and 
450 Am. Goldfinches Oct. 3. The first Purple Finches were 
seen Sept. 14 at Hooper's I., Md. (HTA, AJ), Assat. (MO, JO), 
and along the Patapsco R., Md. (JSh). 
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James Schlesinger (JSc), R.M. Schutsky, Don Schwab, F.R. Scott, 
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Silsby (DSi), Steve Simon, W.P. Smith, Jo Solera (JSm), Jo Sometrill, 
P.R. Spitzer, Mike Stinson, C.E. Swift, Brian Tabor, R.J. Tripician, 
Barry Truitt (BTt), Peter Vankevich, C.R. Vaughn, F.P. Ward, K.H. 
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SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION 

Harry E. LeGrand, Jr. 

he drought of 1986 in the South made national news, but heavy rains during the latter one-half of August-- 
more than ten inches at many locales--quickly filled the 
reservoirs. Much of the rain came from Hurricane Charley, 
which hit the North Carolina Outer Banks on August 17. 
However, the rest of the fall was relatively calm, with no 
other hurricanes or tropical storms, and rainfall again be- 
came scarce. Again this autumn, strong cold fronts--es- 
pecially those bringing northwest winds--in September 
and October were rare, a situation that seems to be recur- 
ring nearly every fall in this decade. 

This was another lackluster fall of birding, in part because 
the lack of strong fronts resulted in a scarcity of passerine 
waves and notable hawk flights. Most of the fronts were 
rather dry and produced northeast winds, and such winds 
caused the cancellation of many a pelagic trip. The hur- 
ricane season was a disappointment, with several Bridled 
or Sooty terns over mainland Dare County, North Carolina, 
on August 17 (as seen by John Fussell) being the only certain 
displacements from Charley. A strong southwest and west 
wind flow in early October brought several southwestern 
birds to the coast, and a few other western and midwestern 
visitors also were notable during the season. A modest flight 
of winter finches was evident by early November, and the 
Region had an "invasion" (= one record) of Snowy Owls! 
Actually, the highlight of the season was the incredible 
crop of berries and mast. My comments on the wild food 
crop in the Summer Season report were erroneous; the 
drought during the previous winter and spring was clearly 
responsible for the heaviest crop that most birders could 
remember. 

LOONS THROUGH CORMORANTS- The only inland 
Red-throated Loons were at Jordan L., Chatham Co., N.C., Oct. 
28 and Nov. 23 (RD). Eared Grebe records are rapidly accu- 
mulating in Georgia, and all 3 Regional reports came from that 
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state: Clayton County Water Treatment Plant Sept. 2-4 (TM 
et al.), Jekyll I.. Sept. 28 (PR, RM. NK), and Forsyth County, 
Oct. 11 (JP). 

This was the poorest pelagic effort for an autumn season in 
perhaps 5 years, in part because almost no trips were reported 
from Georgia and South Carolina and because perhaps 70% of 
the 15+ scheduled for North Carolina were cancelled by high 
winds. And those that did reach the Gulf Stream yielded pre- 
dictable results, with few rarities (and, alas, no White-faced 
Storm-Petrels). Only three species of shearwaters were noted 
all fall; the best records of them were onshore--two Cory's 
seen from Atlantic Beach, N.C., Nov. 27 (JF, RH), and an Au- 
dubon's driven by a storm several miles inland to a ball field 
in Havelock, N.C., Aug. 5 (fide JF). A Wilson's Storm-Petrel 
was surprising in Roanoke Sound, N.C., at the US 64 bridge 
Aug. 24 (HL, RD); and excellent counts of this species in North 
Carolina were of 1200 off Oregon Inlet Aug. 23 (DC party) and 
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246+ off Oregon Inlet Nov. 9 (DL). Leach's Storm-Petrels were 
difficult to find off Oregon Inlet this fall, being encountered 
only Aug. 15 and Nov. 9 (DL). Outstanding Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrel counts in that state were of 70+ off Oregon Inlet 
Aug. 15 (DL, BO, WI), 35 off that inlet Sept. 2 (BB et aL), and 
16 off Hatteras Inlet Aug. 28 (RA, PD). 

The two White-tailed Tropicbird sightings were both off Or- 
egon Inlet, one Aug. 15 (DL) and the other Sept. 2 (BB et al.). 
Probably only the 3rd Masked Booby seen from the North Car- 
olina shore was a subadult at Cape Hatteras point Sept. 1 (HL, 
ML, BB, BBa). Five Am. White Pelicans at Bogue Inlet, N.C., 
Oct. 29 (HHa) furnished the only report for that species. Not 
unexpectedly, Great Cormorants were noted at 3 sites along 
the coast in late November, with three at Murrells Inlet, S.C. 
(RC), the best count. Inland sightings of Double-crested Cor- 
morants continue to multiply and have become too common- 
place to list in detail, although 16 at Greensboro, N.C., Sept. 
24 (HH) made a good count for that area. 

WADERS, WATERFOWL--Fussell observed a Great 
Egret with yellowish legs at Stacy, N.C., Sept. 7; how unusual 
are yellow-legged Greats? That bird was definitely not a white- 
phase Great Blue Heron, but there were two birds of this form 
("Great White Herons") reported in Georgia: at Jekyll I., Sept. 
28 and Oct. 20 (PR et al.), and at Tybee I., Nov. 16 (DS). A 
Reddish Egret at Lockwoods Folly Inlet, N.C., Aug. 4 (FI, MB) 
provided one of fewer than 10 records for that state. Inland 
dispersal of waders was about normal, with few notably high 
totals. Probably the best inland records were of five Wood 
Storks over the Congaree R., S.C., at US 601 Aug. 3 (RC), and 
80-96 post-breeding storks in early fall at ponds managed for 
them at the Silver Bluff Audubon Sanctuary, S.C. (DCo et al.). 
A flamingo (sp.?) was present Oct. 25-Nov. 29 in tidal areas of 
n.e. Pamlico County, N.C. (PJC et al.). 

Strangely, the only Fulvous Whistling-Ducks reported were 
in North Carolina: one in late October at Cape Hatteras light- 
house (EB) and four at Carolina Beach Oct. 22-Nov. 2 (KK). 
Eleven Greater White-fronted Geese were at a semi-regular 
wintering site at Santee N.W.R., S.C., Nov. 27-29 (RC, CE, M 
& PF); and a few blue phase Snow Geese were found near 
Townville (JDB) and Edisto Beach (DS) in South Carolina and 
near Dublii• (TKP) and L. Lanier (JP) in Georgia. An ad. Ross' 
Goose Oct. 18 at Pea I., N.C. (AB, RD, JF), was by far the earliest 
ever for that state. The other 2 states in the Region are still 
without a record of this goose. Single Eur. Wigeons were found 
at Bo .die I., N.C. (HL, RD) and neighboring Pea I. (AB, RD, JF); 
and about 50 mi farther south, a Redhead was at a Cape Hat- 
teras pond Aug. 22 (HL, RD). Noteworthy duck totals included 
40 Green-winged Teal and 1100+ Ring-necked Ducks on 
Peachtree City L., Ga., Nov. 27 (PB), and 5000 Am. Wigeons 
most of November at Bodie-Pea Is. (HL). In addition to the 
Redhead, other early waterfowl were a Ring-necked Duck Aug. 
6 at Falls L., N.C. (RD), three Ring-neckeds all month in Monroe 
County, Ga. (TJ), a Lesser Scaup Sept. 16 at Augusta, Ga (AW, 
VW), and three Corn. Mergansers Nov. 11 near Vass, N.C. (DT). 
The eight Surf Scoters at Sweetwater Creek S.P., Ga., Oct. 26 
(PR, NK) might have been an inland Regional high; other Surfs 
(singles) were inland Nov. 10 at Crowders Mountain S.P., N.C. 
(PH, HW) and Oct. 26-Nov. 6 at Roanoke Rapids L., N.C. (FE). 
At the latter lake, Enders also had two White-winged Scoters 
Oct. 29, and another appeared near Griffin, Ga., Nov. 29 
(PB, HG). 

KITES THROUGH CRANES -- Causing quite a stir in the 
foothills of North Carolina were two Am. Swallow-tailed Kites 

in w. McDowell and e. Buncombe counties, early August to 
Sept. 3 (DS1, LM, m.ob., ph. RR}. This hawk is reported from 
the upper Piedmont only once every 5 to 10 years. Late kites 
were an Am. Swallow-tailed Oct. 3 at the 1-20 crossing of Wa- 
teree R., S.C. {RC, CE}, and an ad. Mississippi Nov. 9 near Eliz- 
abethtown, N.C. (PJC}. Bald Eagle sightings at inland locales, 
particularly in North Carolina, continue to increase. When are 

American Swallow-tailed Kite in McDowell County, N.C., August 
1986. Photo/Robert Buiz. 

our nesting populations going to increase? No major raptor 
flights were reported from the foothills, but there were a few 
moderate flights along the coast in October. A Broad-winged 
Hawk on the coast at Avon. N.C., Oct. 5 (HL, RD) was unusual. 
Peregrine Falcons continue their upsurge in numbers as fall 
migrants along the coast, and 20+ were seen daily Oct. 3-5 on 
the North Carolina Outer Banks (C.B.C.). Five Peregrines were 
seen on the beach at one time at Bald Head I., N.C., Sept. 26 
(DC, ML), yet the only inland sightings were from that state-- 
near Raleigh Oct. 12 (HL) and Jordan L., Oct. 28 (RD). Merlins 
were encountered inland at 4 locales, all in North Carolina, 
and Massey had a good tally of 27 at Ft. Fisher, N.C., Oct. 24. 
An imm. Golden Eagle flew over Jordan L., Oct. 28 (RD) to 
provide the only report of the season. 

At a well-known breeding location for the Black Rail, Fussell 
saw a Black being chased in flight by a Virginia Rail at North 
R., Carteret Co., N.C., Sept. 9. Two or three Black Rails were 
flushed during a mowing of fields near L. Juliette in c. Georgia 
in September (FG, fide TJ), and singles were tower kill victims 
near the South Carolina coast at Awendaw Oct. 7 & 10 (SG, 
CB). At least 60 Sofas were heard calling from a pond edge at 
Savannah N.W.R., S.C., Nov. 16 (DS) for an excellent Regional 
count. A few Sandhill Cranes were detected e. of their narrow 
migration route: singles at Augusta Oct. 22-Nov. 30+ (FD, AW, 
DS) and near Townville, S.C., Nov. 9 ( JDB et al.). 

SHOREBIRDS -- The year-long drought left many reser- 
voirs several feet below normal in the first one-half of August, 
before heavy rains filled them by the end of the month. Jordan 
Lake in c. North Carolina had the best flurry of notable shore- 
bird records, owing to Davis' and LeGrand's frequent visits. 
Their highlights at that lake were peaks of seven Black-bellied 
Plovers Aug. 11, five Lesser Golden-Plovers Oct. 28, 85 Semi- 
palmated Plovers Aug. 11, 38 Ruddy Turnstones Aug. 11-13, 
single Red Knots Aug. 11 and Oct. 21-24, 10 Sanderlings Aug. 
13, two White-rumped Sandpipers Oct. 24,440 Pectoral Sand- 
pipers Aug. 11, 31 Dunlins Nov. 7, 60 Stilt Sandpipers Aug. 11, 
35 Short-billed Dowitchers Aug. ll, and two Long-billed Dow- 
itchers Oct. 21. 

Lesser Golden-Plovers were widespread, although in very 
small numbers; there were reports from 10 locales, all of five 
birds or fewer except for 13 near Duluth, Ga., Sept. 1 (HG). 
The best Upland Sandpiper count was ofll at the New Hanover 
County, N.C., airport Aug. 7 (KK); and singles were observed 
inland at Jordan L., Aug. 11 (RD), c. Halifax County, N.C., Aug. 
12 (FE), and Six Mile, S.C., Oct. 10 (DM). Very rare inland was 
a Whimbrel found dead on a road near Greensboro, N.C., Sept. 
5 (HH). It was encouraging that Long-billed Curlews were noted 
at 5 coastal sites--Portsmouth I. (JF) and Wrightsville Beach 
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(GM) in North Carolina, Hunting Island S.P. (DAB, KP, DS) in 
South Carolina, and Little St. Simons I. (D & JD) and St. Simons 
I. (PM, TM) in Georgia. Just the 2nd inland record of HudsonJan 
Godwit for North Carolina occurred when four appeared at a 
quarry in New Bern Nov. 1-9 (BH, RB). Also notable were 
three Hudsonians at a spoil pond in South Carolina (near Sa- 
vannah, Ga.) Aug. 30 (DS) for about the 6th state record, and 
one at Hatteras Inlet, N.C., Sept. i (JS, AS, DP). A Marbled 
Godwit near Macon Aug. 10 provided the 3rd inland record 
for Georgia (TI). 

Besides the remarkable numbers at Jordan L., seven Ruddy 
Turnstones were near Cartersville, Ga., Sept. i (K & DJ) and 
three were near Macon, Ga., Aug. 30 (TI). Sanderlings appeared 
inland at 5 locations, but White-rnmped Sandpipers were noted 
away from the coast only at Jordan L. and at New Bern, Oct. 
12 (BH). All Baird's Sandpipers were along the North Carolina 
coast--at Bodie I., Oct. 5 (HL, DC, RD, ML), Pea I., Aug. 15 (JF, 
RW) and Oct. 11 (JF), Cape Hatteras point Oct. 4-11 (DC, ML, 
CM), and Bogue Inlet Oct. 24 (JOP, EP). Perhaps a record inland 
count of Dunlin for North Carolina was of 80+ at Jordan L. in 
late November (BW, MW). The only Curlew Sandpiper for the 
season was a holdover from summer, as the individual at 
Portsmouth I., N.C., in July was seen again Aug. 8 (JF, JW). 
Notable inland counts of Stilt Sandpipers for Georgia were of 
46 near Macon Aug. 3 (TI) and seven at Clayton County Sept. 
I (PB, TMi). 

Where have all the Buff-breasted Sandpipers gone? They 
have almost disappeared as migrants here for the last several 
years. Is there a continent-wide decline in numbers, or is the 
absence of inland mudfiats in September (when 95% pass 
through) causing the birds to fly over without stopping? The 
3 reports were of single birds--Aug. 31 near Brunswick, Ga. 
(JR), Sept. 28 in n.e. Laurens County, Ga. (TKP), and Oct. 4-5 
at Cape Hatteras point (DC, ML, CM, m.ob.). A Ruff on Nov. 2 
near the mouth of the Santee R., S.C. (RC), provided about the 
5th record for that state. Only a handful of Wilson's Phalaropes 
were reported, all from the North Carolina coast at expected 
sites. A Red-necked Phalarope was a good inland find at 
Goldsboro, N.C., Sept. 23-24 (ED), and the best offshore total 
was of 83 off Oregon Inlet Aug. 23 (DC party). 

JAEGERS, GULLS, TERNS -- As usual, small numbers of 
Pomarine Jaegers were observed on North Carolina pelagic 
trips, but most surprising were immatures that mingled with 
gulls at the tidal pond at Cape Hatteras point Aug. 31 ifiL, ML) 
and Oct. 4-18 ifiL, RD, JF, m.ob.). The Parasitic Jaeger, hard to 
find on Atlantic pelagic trips, was reported only from shore: 
three from Cape Hatteras Oct. 17 (AB, RD) along with four 
Pomarines. Lee collected a Long-tailed Jaeger Nov. 9 off Oregon 
Inlet, but no one encountered any others, nor were any skuas 
seen. Inland Laughing Gulls were reported from Jordan (RD, 
HL) and Roanoke Rapids lakes (ML) and at Sweetwater Creek 
S.P., Ga. (PR), but the rarest gull was a first-winter Franklin's 
Gull, just the 2nd for the North Carolina coast and 4th overall 

for the state, at a pond at Pea I., Oct. 26 and Nov. 8 (JF, ph.). 
Probably the earliest-ever Iceland Gull for that state was an 
Oct. 15 bird at Bogue Inlet (HHa), and a Glaucous Gull at Topsail 
I., N.C., Oct. 22 (GW) was likewise very early. Even more re- 
markably early was an imm. Black-legged Kittiwake Aug. 29 
at Hunting Island S.P., S.C. (DS). Lesser Black-backed Gulls 
were reported 10•- times in North Carolina (eight by Fussell) 
and twice in Georgia, all in tidewater areas. 

The usual small numbers of Caspian and Forster's terns oc- 
curred at many inland sites, but the Com. Tern was detected 
inland just once. Such sightings of Com. Tern continue to de- 
cline, and I suspect that the breeding population on the Great 
Plains and Great Lakes is faring poorly. Perhaps the 2nd U.S. 
record for the Cayenne Tern race of Sandwich Tern was made 
when LeGrand and Lynch observed one at Cape Hatteras point 
Sept. 1. Ironically, the first record was at this identical site, 
but during the nesting season--May 30, 1983 (Buckley and 
Buckley, Auk 101:396-398). An ad. Arctic Tern at Cape Hatteras 
point Aug. 30 (WI, BO, PWS) may have been just the 2nd seen 
ashore in North Carolina, and another was reported offshore 
of this point Sept. i (RA, PD). Three Bridled Terns were late 
off Oregon Inlet Nov. 9 (DL). but the only Sooty Tern report 
was Aug. 12 at that hotspot for terns--Cape Hatteras point 
(BL). This was the best season for Black Terns inland in a 
handful of years. They were noted at 9•- lakes or ponds, the 
highest totals being of 22 at Jordan L., Aug. 11 (RD) and 20•- 
at Goldsboro, N.C., Aug. 12 (ED). 

DOVES THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS--Probably the 
first North Carolina report of White-winged Dove in over 15 
years was of one seen briefly at Pea I., Oct. 6 0RD, DC). Black- 
billed Cuckoos continue to be very elusive in the Southeast, 
with 3 of the 4 reports being coastal. Of interest was one banded 
at Jekyll I., Ga., Oct. 6 (TM). Undoubtedly the bird generating 
the most excitement was the Snowy Owl seen daily Nov. 18- 
26 in n.e. Richland County, S.C. (LG, RC, CM, m.ob.). Although 
there were a handful of previous state records, this tame in- 
dividual was likely seen by more birders than any other Snowy 
in the Region. It was so confiding that it chased and caught 
live mice released for it; unfortunately, it was too tame, because 
a concerned citizen captured it by hand and turned it over to 
the Riverbanks Zoo in Columbia, which sent the owl to the 
Raptor Rehabilitation Center in Minnesota. As might be ex- 
pected, many birders were upset about this turn of events, 
particularly those wishing to see the owl who hadn't already 
seen it. Short-eared Owls were encountered thrice inland, 
where quite scarce--one Oct. 24 migrating high over Jordan 
L. (RD, HL), another at the Gainesville, Ga., airport Nov. 15 
(JP), and another found injured near Badin, N.C., Nov. 27 (fide 
DB). Atlanta birders noted thousands of Com. Nighthawks mi- 
grating overhead Sept. 5 (fide TM), and an injured Chuck- 
will's-widow was found near Townville on the late date of 
Oct. 11 (PLW et al.). The 3rd good Georgia record of Rufous 
Hummingbird was provided by an imm. male (rusty back) at 

First-winter Franklin's Gull at Pea Island N.W.R., N.C., autumn 1986. Fourth record for North Carolina. Photo/John Fussell. 
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Fitzgerald Sept 18-19 (FP) Records of this species m the 
Southeast have multlphed in this decade, partly m response 
to more hummingbird feeders in operation in fall and winter. 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH VIREOS -- Olive-sidedFly- 
catchers were found at 2 places near Kelly, N.C., Aug. 26 (DL), 
and also near Duluth, Ga., Sept. 6 (HG, PB); whereas the almost 
equally rare Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was reported only Aug. 
29 at Wilmington, N.C. (KK), and Sept. 8 near Atlanta (PR). 
S•bley encountered both Willow and Least flycatchers at Mil- 
len, Ga., during the season. The 2nd Vermilion Flycatcher for 
North Carolina was a 2hal-year male Oct. 4 at Pea I. (RH et al., 
ph RD); the other record for the state was also along the coast 
of Dare County in early October, 14 years ago. Flocks of 200+ 
Bank Swallows were reported at Falls L. (HL) and Macon (TI) 
Aug 30, and near Atlanta Aug. 31 (PR), clearly indicating the 
peak flight period in 1986; but very late Banks were one at 
Augusta Oct. 25 (AW, VW et al.) and three at New Bern, N.C., 
Nov 3 (RB). An excellent Barn Swallow tally was of 30,000+ 
m•grating S at Cherry Grove Beach, S.C., Aug. 10-11 (ML). An 
Indmn House Crow (Corvus splendens) was again reported from 
the Charleston area, this time Oct. 29-Nov. 2 in Mount Pleas- 
ant, m an urban area (WP). One must suspect that the crow 
arrived on a ship. A few Fish Crows were found all season at 
a landfill near Atlanta (PR), where moderate numbers were 
present in summer. A recently-drained pond near Aiken, S.C., 
had as many as eight Sedge Wrens Nov. 9 (DS), and at nearby 
Augusta a good total of five Blue-gray Gnatcatchers was present 
Nov 27 (AW, VW). Also late was a White-eyed Vireo at York, 
S C, banded Oct. 27 and recaptured Nov. 23 & 29 (BHi). There 
were 4 Philadelphia Vireo reports from the Atlanta area Sept. 
14-Oct. 5 (fide TM), and four from elsewhere, all in North 
Carolina Sept. 1-0ct. 5 (WI, RD, PH, HL). 

WARBLERS--Sibley's very thorough coverage in the 
Alken area turned up numerous records for many warblers 
considered quite scarce near the Fall Line. He had 11 Blue- 
winged Warblers in the Aiken and Millen, Ga., area Aug. 17- 
Sept 18, plus seven records of Golden-winged Warblers Aug. 
19-Sept. 15 in the same vicinity. He had a Lawrence's Warbler 
at Savannah N.W.R., S.C., Aug. 17, and a Brewster's Warbler 
was noted Aug. 30 near Atlanta (PB). The few reports of Nash- 
ville Warblers were much lower than normal, and the same 
could be said for the majority of warbler species. A Nashville 
collected at Sullivans I., S.C., Nov. 3 (PSC) was the 2nd fall 
coastal specimen for the state, and a Chestnut-sided Warbler 
was quite early Aug. 3 n. of Atlanta (TM). The first good sight 
record of Kirtland's Warbler for North Carolina since the 1940s 
was a very belated report of one seen Aug. 29, 1982 about 10 
m• n of Statesville (ZW; Chat, in press). Another Kirtland's 
Warbler was reported this fall Sept. 17 at Simpsonville, S.C. 
(PLW); there are at least 6 previous records for that state, al- 
though none in over 10 years. Despite the lackluster season 
for warblers, the elusive Cerulean was reported 18 times--12 
from the Atlanta area Aug. 3-Sept. 6 (fide TM); in South Car- 
ohna Aug. 26 near Jackson (DS), Sept. 5 & 11 at Aiken (DS), 
and Aug. 9 in Orangeburg County (RC); and in North Carolina 
Aug 29 at Falls L. (RD) and Aug. 30 at Carolina Beach S.P. 
(two birds--GM). There were no sightings of Mourning War- 
blers, and the two Connecticut Warblers were coastal, as ex- 
pected-at Wilmington Sept. 4 (KK) and Pea I., Oct. 5 (HL, ML, 
DC, RD). The first coastal specimen of Wilson's Warbler for 
South Carolina was one taken Oct. 14 at Sullivans I. (PSC). 

TANAGERS THROUGH CARDUELINES • A Scarlet 
Tanager near Roswell, Ga., Nov. 2 (PM, TM) provided the first 
state record for that month. Only two reports of Dickcissels 
(d•sappointingly few) were received; birds were detected over- 
head at Pea I., Oct. 4 (RD) and banded at Jekyll I., Oct. 16 (TM). 
A late nesting of Bachman's Sparrow was documented by the 
finding of a nest with an egg and a nestling Aug. 17 at Ft. Bragg, 
N C (JHC). Lark Sparrows were reported from Salvo, N.C. (JF, 
RW), Aiken (DS), and Ohslow I., Ga. (RC). Among the truly 

elusive sparrows were good finds of Henslow's Oct 17 near L 
Phelps, N.C. (AB, RD), and Oct 16 at Jekyll I. (banded by TM), 
and a Le Conte's Sparrow at a drained lake bed at Aiken Oct 
28 (DS). A Sharp-tailed Sparrow seen at Jordan L., Oct. 12 (JOP, 
EP) was also an excellent find and perhaps was a migrant from 
the interior of the continent, but tower-killed Seaside Sparrows 
Oct. 8 (WP) & 12 (SG) at Awendaw, S.C., were obviously from 
farther n. along the Atlantic seaboard. Four reports of Lincoln's 
Sparrow were about average, with a good count of three near 
L. Phelps Oct. 17 (AB, RD). The only report of Lapland Longspur 
was from mudfiats at L. Lanier, Ga., Nov.19-20 (JP); whereas 
the very erratic (from winter to winter) Snow Bunting was 
encountered 3 times, all along the North Carolina coast. 

A tally of 5000 Bobolinks was impressive Sept. 6 at Mount 
Pleasant, S.C. (PN, CW). Yellow-headed Blackbirds make a 
regular appearance along the coast each fall, and this season 
all reports fit the pattern: singles at a feeder at Sullivans I, 
Sept. 5-6 (WP), at Ocracoke I., N.C., Oct. 4 (DC, ML), and Pea 
I., Oct. 4-5 (RD et al.). In the 1970s there were very distinct 
"off years" and major irruption years for cardueline finches 
and Red-breasted Nuthatches in the Region. Such distinctions 
have been blurred in this decade, and Fall 1986 continued this 
trend; the flight of such birds was "moderate". Red-breasted 
Nuthatches were very scarce and Evening Grosbeaks were 
uncommon; however, Pine Siskins and Purple Finches were 
fairly common in some places by early November. American 
Goldfinches were very numerous, as were House Finches 
Again this fall, Red Crossbills stayed in the Far North and in 
the mountains. 
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FLORIDA REGION 

Lyn S. and Brooks H. Atherton 

easonal variation in weather patterns was almost non- existent. In fact, it seemed as though fall never came. 
The reoccurrence of conditions resembling "El Nif•o" in 
the equatorial Pacific Ocean established a strong south- 
westerly air flow that blocked the normal southward mi- 
gration of fall storms and cold air masses. Exceptions to 
the continuing summer pattern were few, but notable for 
their apparent effect. An intense double-cell low pressure 
area developed over Hudson's Bay August 27-29, with up- 
per level circulation plunging from Canada's Northwest 
Territories southeast to Tennessee at velocities of 50 to 

over 100 mph. This suggests that the extraordinary invasion 
of Hudsonian Godwits as well as high numbers of Lesser 
Golden-Plovers and White-rumped Sandpipers may have 
been the result of a disruption in the normal migration 
pattern of tundra nesters by this storm. The season's only 
notable cold front October 14-16 produced rain that 
brought the east coast their best passerine day. Finally, an 
unusual and intense Gulf of Mexico storm formed south 

of New Orleans November 28-30 and brought high winds 
and lots of rain to both coasts of Florida, generating large 
movements of offshore migrants. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- F.O.S.R.C.: Florida Ornithological So- 
ciety Records Committee; S.T.P. = Sewage Treatment Plant; Tall. 
Div.: Tallahassee Division. Place names in italics are counties. 

LOONS THROUGH PELICANS -- The Palm Beach and 

Broward areas had only one Corn. Loon the entire season (•de 
HPL), but no other areas reported lower-than-normal numbers. 
One had arrived in the Keys at Conch Key by Nov. 20 (HND) 
and another was 20 mi offshore of Cape Canaveral Nov. 22 
(DD, DK). Palm Beach had only its 3rd fall sighting of Horned 
Grebe when eight flew by the Lake Worth Pier Nov. 29 (PWS, 
HPL). Interestingly, the earlier records were on that same date 
with two birds the previous high (•de HPL). A very early Eared 
Grebe, the only one reported, was again at Clear Springs Mine, 
Polk, Aug. 25 (PF, SB). Providing one of only a few records for 
the state, a Red-billed Tropicbird was found ill on the beach 
at s. Hutchinson I., Ft. Pierce, Aug 27. It was taken to the 
Martin Animal Hospital where it died Sept. 3 (JMB, * to USF). 
Good numbers of N. Gannets migrated along the Atlantic Coast 
in late November. For a week beginning Nov. 21, a "continuous 
movement" headed S 12 mi offshore of Conch Key. Composed 
of 70% immatures, flocks averaged six to 12 birds with the 
largest 38 (HND). On Nov. 29, in 3 hours, 120 moved past Play- 
linda Beach, Merritt Island N.W.R. (JD), and 268 flew by the 
Lake Worth Pier during a 5-hr. observation (HPL, GH). On the 
s.w. coast, southbound flights of Am. White Pelicans were more 
numerous than usual, but Brown Pelicans were at their lowest 
numbers ever during surveys taken from Boca Grande to Shark 
River. The preliminary indication was that because of the 
warm weather the bait fish moved to cooler waters well off- 
shore, reducing the numbers of coastal feeders 

WADERS THROUGH DUCKS -- Reported late, an Am. 
Bittern at Wellington, Palm Beach, June 22 (cP) could have 
been a breeder. The same applies to one near St. Marks Light 
Aug. 5 (CSG), which was considered too early to be a migrant 
(•de HMS). A "Great White" Heron, rare n. of the Everglades, 
was also near St. Marks Light Nov. 24 (CSG, m.ob.), as were 
three imm. Reddish Egrets Aug. 18+ (CSG, RW). Another Red- 
dish was at St. George I., Oct. 29 (DCB). Were they strays from 
Texas breeding colonies or wanderers from our northernmost 
colonies in Tampa Bay? A "dark" Scarlet Ibis flying with Whites 
Oct. 27 (WF) over Disney World was surely an escape, so "list- 
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Common Eider at Port EvergJades, Broward Co., FJa., Oct. 23, 
•986. Photo/Ronald Doig. 
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(SH, WG, ph. and t to F.O.S.R.C.). The only Oldsquaw was a 
female at Merritt Island N.W.R., Nov. 164- (DK, LA, m.ob.). 
Last fall, Black Scoters invaded the state and over 1000 flew 
past the Lake Worth Pier in November. However, only 47 were 
tallied from the pier this year, despite good coverage (HPL). 
Few were seen elsewhere. The only Surf Scoters outside the 
Tall. Div. were several at Ft. De Soto P., Oct. 2-3 (LH, LA, DG), 
and a White-winged Scoter was very unusual at McKay Bay, 
Tampa, Nov. 15 (RH, m.ob.). Buffleheads appeared again in 
good numbers and three at Clear Springs Mine Nov. 26 (B & 
LC, m.ob.) were considered rare there. St. Marks Light had a 
high count of 88 Hooded Mergansers Nov. 23 (DCB) and ex- 
cellent numbers of Red-breasted Mergansers were recorded at 
the Lake Worth Pier the last 2 weeks of November (HPL, GH). 

RAPTORS -- The best time and place to observe the Turkey 
Vulture migration is November in the Keys, and this year was 
no exception. Big Pine Key had 123 heading NE Nov. 13 (MB), 
50 first headed W, then abruptly turned and moved E over 
Key West Nov. 18 (JO), and 5004. in 2 large kettles moved 
slowly down the Keys at mi marker 99 on Nov. 23 (KS). Sixty 
headed S over s. Jacksonville Nov. 26 (JPC). Submitted too late 
for the summer report was a count of 67 Am. Swallow-tailed 
Kites migrating S in n.w. Broward July 28 (ER, JB), the largest 
concentration ever in that county (•ide HPL). Late-nesting ones 
were still feeding young at Plantation Key Aug. I (KS, JCO). 
Lone ad. Black-shouldered Kites near Lower Myakka L., Aug. 
6-8 (RD, DJ) and Loxahatchee N.W.R., Nov. 22 (PF, Mid) pos- 
sibly had dispersed from the recently-discovered breeding site 
in n.w. Broward (see Spring Report). Encouraging was a no- 
ticeable increase in the Snail Kite population. The 560 tallied 
were mostly at L. Okeechobee and Conservation Areas 3A and 
2B, the latter with one roost of 169 birds (JAR). One at L. Pierce, 
Polk, Nov. 27 (TP) was outside the usual range. Thirty Missis- 
sippi Kites circling over s.w. Gainesville in mid-August (JCB) 
made a very high number for the peninsula, although that 
locality is at the s. breeding limit for the species. 

Because there were no significant fronts, the hawk migration 
was rather unexciting. A N. Harrier was early at mi marker 
18 in the Keys Sept. 13 (JO). Large numbers of Accipiters usu- 
ally move through the Keys, but only two Sharp-shinneds and 
two Cooper's were recorded the entire period. The only large 
hawk movements were at Naples Oct. 19 (J & PW, HC), where 
107 Sharp-shinneds heading N were recorded in 2 hours, and 
between Johnson and Horseshoe keys Oct. 14 (TW), where 135 
Broad-wingeds headed up the Keys. Short-tailed Hawks outside 
their usual range were at the w. Delray S.T.P., Sept. 21 (PWS) 
and at Naples Oct. 29 (dark phase--PW). One of the more re- 
liable locations to look for Short-taileds in late fall is in the 
Keys, especially at Big Pine Key where two appeared Oct. 274. 
(dark and light phases--TW, MB). A dark-phase bird moved 
N for 11 mi to Grassy Key Nov. 14 (HND). The only Swainson's 
Hawks reported, both dark-phase, were at Big Pine Key Oct. 
23-Nov. 27 (TW, MB) and Lignum Vitae Key Nov. 14 (JP). Two 
Crested Caracaras about 30 mi s.w. of Clewiston Nov. 27 (WG) 
were outside their usual range. Totals of 12 Merlins and 29 
Peregrine Falcons were up from the past few years. A Merlin 
at Casey Key Oct. 29 (A & SS) was the first ever banded there 
and two Peregrines were early at Key West Sept. 14 (JO). 

RAILS THROUGH SHOREBIRDS- There has been only 
one confirmed nesting of Virginia Rail in the state. However, 
too early to be assumed migrants were one near St. Marks 
Light Aug. 6 (RC) and another that had been recently killed 
by a predator near Alachua Sink, Paynes Prairie, Aug. 22 (BPM, 
CNP, * to FSM). Rare for the Keys (because of the shortage of 
fresh-water habitat) were two Purple Gallinules Sept. 7 and a 
Sora Nov. 16, both at the Key West Golf Course (JO). An Am. 
Coot at Ft. Jefferson, Dry Tortugas, Nov. 17 (SN) was one of 
few ever recorded there. Although migratory Sandhill Cranes 
winter in large numbers in the peninsula, they are rare in the 
panhandle. So 125 cranes at the Panacea Unit, St. Marks 
N.W.R., Nov. 7 (AD) were probably the most ever for the Tall. 

Div. (fide HMS). Four others were at East Point Nov. 13 (JEC) 
and 17 flew over Wakulla Springs Nov. 14 (DCB). 

High counts of 11 Lesser Golden-Plovers were at Zellwood 
Sept. I (LA, m.ob.) and Duda/Bella Glade Sept. 7 (BH, EF). 
Rare in the Tall. Div. were singles at the Tallahassee S.T.P., 
Oct. 8 (TM) and at the s.e. Tallahassee sprayfield Nov. 19 (HMS), 
the latter accompanied by a high count of 75 Killdeer. Clear 
Springs Mine had the largest concentrations of Black-necked 
Stilts, 190 Oct. 13 (PF), and Am. Avocets, 141 Sept. 28 (CG). 
Rare in the Keys, an avocet was at Geiger Key Nov. I (J & JF) 
and five visited the Key West Dump Nov. 16 (JO). Unusual at 
Fort Jefferson were lone Greater Yellowlegs Aug. 20 and Sept. 
1, Lesser Yellowlegs Aug. 2-9 & 20, and a Whimbrel Oct. 31 
(DOL). Another Whimbrel was a Keys rarity at Cudjoe Key 
Nov. 19 (PB, HND). In the fall, Upland Sandpipers are uncom- 
mon but regular in the agricultural fields in the e. part of the 
Region, but are rare farther west. Noteworthy were four at the 
s.e. Tallahassee sprayfield Aug. 14 (HMS) and singles at Clear 
Springs Mine Aug. 23 (2nd Polk record--CG, m.ob.) and Ft. De 
Soto P.. Sept. 13 (L & BA). One of the most surprising events 
of the season was the "invasion" of HudsonJan Godwits at 

Zellwood. Three Aug. 31 had increased their ranks to 32 by 
Sept. 3 and some remained through the following weekend 
(KD, TR, m.ob., t and ph. to F.O.S.R.C.). Three at Duda/Belle 
Glade Sept. 7 (BH, EF) and one at Clear Springs Mine Nov. 1 
(H & WD, PF) could have come from Zellwood. 

Hudsonian Godwit at Zellwood, Fla., Sept. 6, 1986. Florida re- 
corded exceptional numbers of this species during the 1986 fall 
migration. Photo/George Goodrob. 

Rare inland in the Tall. Div., a Ruddy Turnstone and three 
Sanderlings visited the Tallahassee S.T.P., Aug. 13 and another 
Sanderling was at the s.e. Tallahassee sprayfield Aug. 14 (HMS). 
Three Red Knots were s.e. coast rarities at S. Hutchinson I., 
Ft. Pierce, Oct. 17 (JMB). White-rumped Sandpipers, normally 
very rare in fall, were widespread. Zellwood had two Aug. 31- 
Sept. I (KD, m.ob.), n. Jacksonville one Sept. 3 (RHC), Duda/ 
Belle Glade 15 Sept. 7 (EF, Bid), and Clear Springs Mine "sev- 
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Ruff at Zellwood, Fla., Aug. 16, 1986. Photo/George Goodroh. 

eral" Oct. 5-19 (PT, m.ob.). A well-documented Baird's Sand- 
piper at Homeland Mine, Polk, Nov. 8-9 (PF, RP, BN, m.ob., t 
to F.O.S.R.C.) was remarkably late. Although the species was 
recently removed from the Records Committee's review list, 
the extremely late date warrants the Committee's close scru- 
tiny. A Purple Sandpiper at Port Everglades Nov. 27 (BH, MG) 
was well s. of its usual range. Submitted too late for the Summer 
Report were records of Ruffs at Duda/Belle Glade, two July 
18 (BH, A & MG) and one July 25 (BH, PWS). Zellwood had 
one Aug. 16 (JMF, LH, m.ob.), as did the Lakeland S.T.P., Oct. 
25+ (SB, PF, m.ob.). An Am. Woodcock at the Wakulla R., Aug. 
9 (JE) was early and furnished one of few August records (fide 
HMS). Two Wilson's Phalaropes at the Tallahassee S.T.P., Aug. 
13 (HMS) were Tall. Div. rarities, and 18 at Clear Springs Mine 
Nov. 8 (PF) represented a high count so late. 

JAEGERS THROUGH SKIMMER--During a 3-hr. 
watch, 202 jaegers heading S flew offshore of Playlinda Beach, 
Merritt Island N.W.R., Nov. 29 (JD). The only Franklin's Gull 
reported fed at the St. Lucie landfill, Ft. Pierce, Nov. 30 (H & 
WD). An ad. Lesser Black-backed Gull was at n. Longboat Key 
Oct. 23 (M & RS), an adult and a 3rd-winter bird were at Red- 
ington Beach Nov. 1+ (LA, EF, m.ob.), and four adults and two 

Sabine's Gull at the Lake Worth Pier, Fla., Nov. 21, 1986. This 
bird is largely in worn juvenal plumage but may be beginning 
its transition to first-winter plumage, rarely seen in North 
America. Photo/H.P. Langridge. 

3rd-winter birds were at the Pompano Beach landfill Nov. 16+ 
(EF, WG, BH). One on the beach at Delray Nov. 30 (BH) was 
only the 2nd for Palm Beach. Rare away from the east coast, 
where they are common, were an "imm." Great Black-backed 
Gull at Ft. Jefferson Sept. 29 (DOL) and an adult at John's Pass, 
Pinelias, Nov. 1 (LA, EF). The only Black-legged Kittiwake was 
5 mi offshore of Cape Canaveral Nov. 22 (DD, DK). The out- 
standing gull of the season was a juv./first-winter Sabine's 
Gull at the Lake Worth Pier Nov. 13-28 (HPL, m.ob., t and ph. 
to F.O.S.R.C.). It spent most of its time on top of the pier's 
shelter, but would fly down and beg from fishermen attempting 
to bait their lines. Unusual so far offshore was a Gull-billed 

Tern 23 mi e. of Cape Canaveral Aug. 17 (LA, LH, m.ob.). Sand- 
wich Terns netted along the s.w. coast during September were 
very light and appeared unhealthy, and there was a "drastic" 
reduction in numbers from previous years. However, Royals 
appeared very healthy (THB). At the Lake Worth Pier, 38 
Sandwich Terns Nov. 29 (HPL, GH) and 45 Black Skimmers 
Nov. 10 (HPL, TT) were considered high counts for the s.e. 
coast. An excellent count anywhere in the state, 409 Black 
Terns were at Clear Springs Mine Sept. 1 (PF). A Black Skimmer 
at Fort Jefferson Nov. 17 (SN) provided one of few fall records 
there. 

DOVES THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS--Homing pi- 
geons frequently land at Ft. Jefferson (fide WR), but an "all 
white" Rock Dove there Sept. 2 (DOL) must have escaped from 
a vessel in the vicinity. Now that many Florida birders consider 
"Caribbean" Coot records invalid, the new game is finding 
Eurasian Collared-Doves outside the major colonies at Home- 
stead and Islamorada. What would have been passed off as 
"j ust" a Ringed Turtle-Dove is now carefully checked for voice 
and color of primaries. Widely scattered reports of Collared- 
Doves came from Delray Beach, Wellington, and Palm Beach 
(fide HPL). Summerland Key had one Oct. 2 (MB), the first 
known s. of lslamorada. An adult with two fledglings was at 
Simmons P., Ruskin, Nov. 2 (LA, EF), and others were discov- 
ered in Pinelias, where the major Ringed Turtle-Dove popu- 
lation is (DG). A White-winged Dove at Zellwood Aug. 27 (TS) 
was probably a dispersed resident, but others at Ft. Jefferson 
Oct. 19 and Nov. 4 (DOL, JL, S & WS) and Key West Nov. 16 
(JO) were most likely w. strays. 

The only Black-billed Cuckoo reported was at Birch P., Bro- 
ward, Sept. 14 (WG, FJ), and two Yellow-billed Cuckoos were 
late at Delray Beach Nov. 3 (PWS) and Lake Worth Nov. 4 
(I-IPL). Good news about Mangrove Cuckoos in the Tampa Bay 
area was that one found at Camp Key Aug. 27 (RTP 9t al.) was 
about one-half min. of a previously-unreported one discovered 
July 29 (AB). These were the first reports of this species in 
many years from the e. shore of Tampa Bay (fide RTP). Another 
at Bill Baggs S.P., Key Biscayne, Sept. 6 (EF, FJ, WG) was just 
n. of the usual range along the Atlantic Coast. A Smooth-billed 
Ani was one of few ever at Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary Oct. 
4-12 (staff3. Another was the first ever at Ft. De Soto P., Nov. 
24-30 (LA, DJD, AM) and the first in Pinellas since the Toytown 
Landfill colony disappeared several years ago. An errant 
Groove-billed Ani wandered to Tall Timbers Research Station 
Oct. 8 (BM, TD). 

A Burrowing Owl at Ft. Jefferson Sept. 21-Oct. 24 (DOL) was 
one of few ever there. Another was a rarity in the Tall. Div. 
at St. George I., Oct. 21-22 (JEC, HH). Hard to find Short-eared 
Owls were at Paynes Prairie Oct. 4 (early--JM), St. Marks Light 
Nov. 21 (TM), and the St. Johns R. at the Orange/Brevard line 
Nov. 22 (CJG). A Chuck-will's-widow lingered at Ft. Jefferson 
Aug. 27-Oct. 27 (DOL). One of the earliest Whip-poor-wills 
ever was at the Wakulla R., Aug. 19 (JE). Another was early 
at Gainesville Sept. 16 (JHH) and one at Delray Beach Sept. 22 
(PWS) provided only the 2nd September record for Palm Beach 
(fide HPL). 

At a feeder in Tallahassee, an imm. 8 Selasphorus hum- 
mingbird Oct. 22+ was joined by a • or imm. 8 Archilochus 
hummingbird Oct. 29-Nov. 25 (DY, m.ob.). 

78 American Birds, Spring 1987 



Sodo 

Late •n November 1985 at Plantation Key, a hum- 
mingbird was discovered and initially identified as an 
"imm. • Bahama Woodstar" because it appeared to have 
a deeply forked tail and, in certain light, a rather brassy 
gorget. Many came from throughout North America to 
see the bird, which spent the entire winter at that lo- 
cation. Although most agreed with the identification, 
several observers with whom we spoke were not con- 
vinced that the bird was anything more than a feather- 
worn Ruby-throated. Because of the controversy, we felt 
it best not to publish the sighting until any doubt was 
eliminated. After seeing the bird in February, we were 
positive that the bird was a Ruby-throated. Some felt 
that those who doubted the identification as a woodstar 

had perhaps seen a different bird (see Winter 1985 re- 
port). However, photos taken in early December, January, 
and February (ours) prove that all are of the same bird 
and are indeed of a Ruby-throated Hummingbird. Be- 
cause none of the popular field guides stress the char- 
acteristics that could have prevented this misidentifi- 
cation, most observers were fooled by features that are 
not truly diagnostic. An article on separating the two 
species will be forthcoming in the near future. 

WOODPECKERS THROUGH MYNAS -- Twelve mi s.e. 

of Ft. Pierce in St. Lucie, a newly-accessible area of pinewoods 
being developed as a residential community had two Red- 
cockaded Woodpeckers Sept. 26-Oct. 2 (JMB}, the first found 
in the county since 1979 (fide H & WD}. Unfortunately, the 
development of the area will most likely cause the demise of 
the colony. A rare Olive-sided Flycatcher visited the Wakulla 
R, Sept. 27 (JE}, but the most outstanding bird of the season 
was the first state record of Western Wood-Pewee at St. Marks 

Light Oct. 26-28 (NW, JEC et al., ph., recording and t to 
F O S.R.C.}. At Saddle Creek P., Polk, there were as many as 
nine Empidonax flycatchers per day for several weeks in Sep- 
tember (fide CG}. A calling Willow Flycatcher was at Spanish 
River P., Boca Raton, Sept. 28 (BH, PWS), only the 2nd ever 
for Palm Beach (fide HPL). Two Leasts were at Ft. De Soto P., 
Sept. 13-14 (L & BA, LH et al.} and three had arrived on their 
wintering grounds at Ft. Lauderdale by Oct. 25 (WG, EF, FJ). 
Another exciting discovery was a calling Couch's Kingbird 
near St. Marks Light Sept. 26-27 (JEC et al., ph. and t to 
F O S.R.C.). Although there have been several others of the 
Tropical/Couch's complex, this was only the 2nd Couch's 
confirmed by call. The only large concentrations orE. Kingbirds 
were of 250 near St. Marks Light Aug. 21 (CSG), 290 headed S 
at s Jacksonville Aug. 26 (JPC}, and 130 roosting in tree tops 
at Key West Sept. 5 (JO}. Rare well inland was a Gray Kingbird 
at Duda/Belle Glade Sept. 13 (EF, WG}. 

Thousands of Purple Martins congregated over Disney World 
Aug. 9 & 19 (WF}, and 1100 were put down by showers at Stock 
I, the Keys, Sept. 7 (JO}. In 3 minutes, 600 Barn Swallows flew 
SW past Plantation Key Nov. 28, a very late date for that many. 
Thirty years ago, there were no Am. Crows in Collier. However, 
over the past few years, small groups of 10 to 20 were observed 
flying overhead, but none was found roosting in the county. 
This fall some started roosting at the Rookery Bay Sanctuary 
and there were 300-400 there by season's end (THB). Talla- 
hassee had an early Brown Creeper Oct. 18 (TM}. More House 
Wrens than usual were banded at Casey Key and a Marsh 
Wren Oct. 21 was only the 2nd ever banded there (A & SS}. 
By the end of the period, Golden-crowned Kinglets were easier 
to find than usual in the Tall. Div. (the only place they are 
found with regularity), and Ruby-crowneds were unusually 
abundant (LH, LA, m.ob.}. A Gray-cheeked Thrush lingered 
late near Tallahassee Oct. 31 (TM). Ft. Pierce had an unusually 
good migration of Gray Catbirds, including 50 at Ft. Pierce 
Inlet S.R.A., Oct. 14 (JMB, H & WD}. Many more than usual 

were still there by winter (fide H & WD) The award for best 
performance of the season went to a N. Mockingbird that ren- 
dered a "perfect imitation" of an Antillean Nighthawk's call 
at Key West Sept. 20 (JO). Sixteen Com. Mynas at a Tequesta 
shopping center near Jupiter Nov. 30 (JC, SG) were the first 
large numbers of the species reported outside the Miami area 

VIREOS, WARBLERS -- Rare in fall at the Dry Tortugas, 
three White-eyed Vireos stopped at Ft. Jefferson between Sept 
22 and Nov. 4 (DOL, S & WS). Honeymoon I. had a high count 
of 37 Sept. 28 (LA, AM, MW). Outside the Tampa Bay/Lakeland 
area, Philadelphia Vireos are rare in fall, so one at s. Jackson- 
ville Oct. 15 (JPC) was noteworthy. Rare on the e. coast, Blue- 
winged Warblers were at s. Jacksonville Sept. 2 (JPC) and Ft 
Pierce Inlet S.R.A., Sept. 9 (JMB). Dunedin Hammock P. had 
the only "Brewster's" hybrid Sept. 19 (LA et al.). Rare fall 
migrants at Ft. Jefferson were a • Golden-winged Sept. 1, a 
Tennessee and Bay-breasted Nov. 5, and an Orange-crowned 
Nov. 4-5 (DOL, S & WS). Rare anytime, Nashville Warblers 
were at Casey Key Sept. 12 (A & SS), Birch P., Sept. 28 (WG), 
and Ft. De Soto P., Oct. I (MW). Late were a Prairie Warbler 
near St. Marks Light Nov. 21 (TM) and two Blackpolls at Birch 
P., Nov. I (WG, FJ). Rare along the e. coast and Keys, Cerulean 
Warblers stopped at Plantation Key Aug. 6 (JCO), n. Jackson- 
ville Aug. 10 (RHC), and Colohatchee P., Ft. Lauderdale, Aug 
20 (WG, FJ). Gainesville had a tardy Prothonotary Oct. 12 (LL, 
BPM), and Big Pine Key had a late or wintering Worm-eating 
Nov. 29 (JK, MB). Rare peninsular migrants, Swainsoh's War- 
biers visited Birch P., Aug. 31 (BH, WG, EF), Dunedin Hammock 
P., Pinelias, Sept. 6 (L & BA) and Ft. De Soto P., Sept. 13 (LA) 
Kentucky Warblers are rare anytime in the Keys, so one at 
Lignum Vitae Key Aug. 18 (JP) was an excellent find. A Hooded 
Warbler at Big Pine Key Nov. 29 (JK, MB) was not only rare 
there but late statewide. The only Wilson's were at Key West 
Sept. 11 (JO), and at both Casey Key (banded--A & SS) and 
Saddle Creek P. (CG, m.ob.) Oct. 4. Six Canada Warblers in- 
cluded the earliest at Ft. De Soto P., Sept. 14 (LA, LH), the 
latest at Saddle Creek P., Oct. 11 (CG, m.ob.), and one bathing 
in a saucer at s. Jacksonville Sept. 19 (PP). Another peninsular 
rarity was Ft. Pierce Inlet S.R.A.'s Yellow-breasted Chat Oct 
16 (JMB). 

TANAGERS THROUGH ORIOLES -- A • Scarlet Tanager 
was a fall rarity at Ft. Jefferson Nov. 4 (S & WS), and rare 
anytime in the state was a W. Tanager at the Brevard Museum 
Nature Center, Cocoa, Oct. 21 (AGr, JJ). Especially early so far 
s. was a Chipping Sparrow at Hypoluxo I., Sept. 21 (PWS). A 
rare imm. Clay-colored Sparrow Oct. 6 (DOL) and a Grasshop- 
per Sparrow Nov. 5 (S & WS) were excellent finds at Ft. Jef- 
ferson. Although three Lark Sparrows near St. Marks Light 
Sept. 4-30 (JEC) were unusual, one near Gainesville Sept. 12 
(JHH) and another 'at Hypoluxo I., Sept. 21-27 (PWS) were 
more surprising. A Lincoln's at Wellington Nov. 2 (HPL) was 
in an area where others have wintered previously, although 
the species is considered a rare visitor in the state. A White- 
crowned Sparrow at Corkscrew Sanctuary Oct. 22 (staff) was 
rare so far south. 

A Yellow-headed Blackbird strayed to St. Marks Light Sept 
18 (JEC), and an Orchard Oriole at Ft. Jefferson Sept. 8 (DOL) 
was one of few ever noted there in fall. Quite rare on the e. 
coast, one wandered to Merritt Island N.W.R., Sept. 15 (LE, JJ) 
Every year, small numbers of wintering "Baltimore" N. Orioles 
are found--usually lone birds frequenting feeders at scattered 
locations in the state. Why relatively large numbers find Haines 
City so attractive is a mystery, but seven had returned to the 
usual roost there by Oct. 16 (TP). A much rarer 9 "Bullock's" 
N. Oriole was quite early at Delray Beach Aug. 10 (BH) and a 
male and female were alongside U.S. 98 near the Ochlochonee 
R., Sept. 16 (JEC). 

INITIALED OBSERVERS (Area and seasonal editors in 
boldface) -- Brooks & Lyn Atherton, Jocelyn Baker, Oron Bass, 
Steve Basserr, Ted H. Below, Jane M. Brooks, Marge & Page Brown, 
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Dana C Bryan, Judy C Bryan, Allan Burdette, Judy Canavan, James 
E Cavanagh, Ted Center, Ron Christen, Roger H. Clark, Juhe P. 
Cocke, Henry Colteryahn, Byron & Linda Cooper, Harry N. Darrow, 
Jerry De Boer, Don Devitt, Ted De Vos, A. Donaldson, Helen & 
William Dowling, Kevin Dowling, D. Jack Dozier, R. Dye, Lon Ellis, 
John Epler, Dot T. Fagan, Jean & Joe Falasca, Paul Fellers, Judy M. 
F•sher, Dot Freeman, Wilson Freeman, Emery Froelich, Charles 
Geanangel, Wally George, G.S. Gidden, Ann & Mark Ginsberg, 
Dave Goodwin, Charles J. Graham, Ann Griggs (AGr), Sylvia Gua- 
danoli, Sharon Hampton, Mae Hartshaw, Rob Heath, Hugh Hill, 
John H. Hintermister, Brian Hope, Larry Hopkins, Gloria Hunter, 
Frank Jeter, D. Johnson, Johnnie Johnson, Steve Jones, Jeff Kingery, 
Dan Klick, Howard P. Langridge, Deborah O. & Jay Liggett, Fred 

Lohrer, Lyla Lundeen, Anme McKelvey, M•ke McMflhan, Joel 
Mann, Gaff Menk, Thomas Morrill, Brad Mueller, Barbara P. 
Muschlitz, Sherry Nelson, Bruce Neville, John C. Ogden, Joe On- 
drejko, Tom Palmer, Craig N. Parenteau, Rebecca Payne, Richard 
T. Paul, Jim J. Perkins, Cynthia Plockelman, Peggy Powell, S 
Reeves, Robert Repenning, William Robertson, Ted Robinson, 
James Rodgers, Edward Rosenberg, Susan & William Smith, Margie 
& Robert Sokol, Annette & Stan Stedman, Henry M. Stevenson, 
James M. Stevenson, Floyd Storms, Karen Sunderland, Paul W 
Sykes, Tadziu Trotsky, Charles Turner, Noel Warner, Jim & Pat 
Ware, Margie Wilkinson, Tom Wilmers, Robin Will, Dave Yon -- 
LYN S. and BROOKS H. ATHERTON, 1100 Pinelias Bayway, 
I-3, Tierra Verde, FL 33715. 

ONTARIO REGION 

Ron D. Weir 

ongbirds took advantage of ideal night weather during August and September to migrate southwards and most 
flycatchers, vireos, and warblers moved out early. Ground- 
rags by day were infrequent. High water levels along the 
Great Lakes and tributaries reduced shoreline feeding areas 
and observers reported low numbers of almost all wader 
species. Waterfowl (especially puddle ducks), jaegers, and 
most gulls were in low numbers. Poor seed and berry crops, 
compounded by a wet season over much of central and 
northern Ontario, were assumed to have triggered several 
sedentary species to move southwards for the second suc- 
cessive autumn. Among the irruptives were Great Gray 
Owl, Northern Hawk-Owl, Black-backed Woodpecker, 
Gray Jay., Black-capped and Boreal chickadees, and Red- 
breasted Nuthatch, plus several of the finch species inhab- 
iting the boreal forests. The Blue Jay flight along the lower 
Great Lakes was one of the best on record. From the arctic 

regions came the Snowy Owl and redpoll into the south. 
Raptor migration along the north shores of the Great Lakes 
was spectacular, and record numbers were tallied for Tur- 
key Vulture, Cooper's Hawk, and Golden Eagle. Rarities 
always add to the excitement; this season, they included 
Northern Gannet, Mew Gull, Burrowing Owl, Sulphur- 
bellled Flycatcher (new to Canada), Say's Phoebe, Town- 
send's Solitaire, and Yellow-throated Warbler, among 
others. 

ABBREVIATIONS- P.E. Pt. = Prince Edward Point; Pelee 
= Pt. Pelee National Park & vicinity; Algonquin, Holiday Beach, 
Presqu'ile, and Rondeau are Provincial Parks. Place names in italics 
denote counties. 

LOONS THROUGH IBISES -- Red-throated Loons totalled 
52+ in the south, an above-average number, but Ottawa and 
Sarnia were without the large numbers seen in the previous 
2 autumns. One was downed on the Picton fairgrounds wearing 
a plastic beer can carrier around its neck. The bird was disen- 
tangled and released successfully (RTS, KC). A heavy flight of 
Commons was noted in the south, and the largest concentra- 
tions were of 375 at P.E. Pt., Nov. 8 (K.F.N.), 273 off the Cran- 
berry marsh Oct. 12 (GC), 177 at Kingston Nov. 2 (K.F.N.), 150 
at Westport Nov. 29 (SP), and 97 at Pelee Nov. 7, a record high 
there (AW et al.). Pied-billed Grebes, usually scarce in autumn, 
numbered 55 at Stoney Pt., Aug. 31 (KAM), and up to 50 per 
day at Long Pt., Sept. 13-23 (L.P.B.O.). Horned Grebes were 
confined to the lower Great Lakes, led by 340 at Pelee Nov. 7 
(AW et al.), 164 at Kingston Nov. 2, 100 at P.E. Pt., Nov. 8 
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(K.F.N.), and 72 at Long Pt., Oct. 18 (L.P.B.O.), where they 
were late arriving. The 153+ Red-necked Grebes were the most 
since autumn 1977. The largest group was of 66 at Burlington 
Nov. 2 (KAM et al.) and the one at Pelee Oct. 13 was a local 
rarity (MPW et al.). By contrast, the only Eared Grebe was at 
Strathroy Aug. 14 and Sept. 21 (DEW et al.), bringing the pro- 
vincial total to only two for the year, the lowest since 1978 
The imm. Northern Gannet at the Cornwall dam Nov. 22-30 
(ph. ET, KWT et al.) was Ontario's first since 1983. Single Am 
White Pelicans strayed E to Camden L., Aug. 31-Sept. 14 (ph 
JC et al.) and Wellington Sept. 26-29 (RTS). Singles were at 
Long Pt., Sept. 27-30 (TW et al.) and Hawk Cliff Oct. I (KF 
et al.). 

Numbers of Double-crested Cormorants increased again w•th 
1500 at Presqu'ile Aug. 24-Sept. 13 (J & JT), 1500 at P.E Pt, 
Sept. 7 where 500 were still present Nov. 2 (K.F.N.), and 875 
at Pelee Sept. 16 (GTH et al.). Single late Great Blue Herons 
tarried at Thunder Bay to Nov. 24 (LJ) and Moosonee Nov 27 
(WT). Only 15 Great Egrets were reported away from the tra- 
ditional s.w., of which two lingered in the Bruce peninsula to 
Sept. 30 (JWJ, TRM) and one was e. to near Napanee Aug. 28 
(NW). The adult and three juv. Snowy Egrets raised at Hamalton 
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this summer were ]olned Aug 11 by another •n first-summer 
plumage (RC, KAM). One of the juveniles remained until Oct. 
5 (CB et at.). One Little Blue Heron is a typical autumn number 
for the province, and this season's was an immature at Sudbury 
Aug 1, the area's first (JCN, MAC). Cattle Egret numbers re- 
bounded only slightly, to 15, of which the single and then two 
at Matachewan Oct. 27-28 were way n. of range (LT). Up to 
two imm. Green-backed Herons were in Thunder Bay Aug. 
30-Sept. 5 (NGE, AH), where they are rare. The juv. Yellow- 
crowned Night-Heron at Pelee Oct. 4 (GTH) provided Ontario's 
first autumn record since 1964. The only Glossy Ibis reported 
was a single at Waterloo Oct. 17-19 (R. & K. Little et at.). The 
ibis (sp.) there Oct. 15 was probably the same bird (JP et at.). 

SWANS, GEESE DUCKS--The summering Greater 
White-fronted Goose at Thunder Bay stayed until Sept. 27 (AW 
et at.). Other singles, bringing the year's total to 15, were at 
Port Perry Aug. 4 (JLC, CP), Richmond Hill Sept. 27 (RT), Hol- 
iday Beach Oct. 4 (fide AC), and Komoka Nov. 2 (RP, PR). A 
late N. Pintail was near Sudbury Nov. 10 (JCN) and late Blue- 
w•nged Teal were off Wolfe I., Nov. 2 [ JPr, MA) and at Lakefield 
Nov 11 (DCS). A 3 hybrid Blue-winged Teal X N. Shoveler 
was in Hamilton Bay Nov. 15-30 (WL, KAM). Two 3 Eur. Wi- 
geon in Toronto's Humber Bay Sept. 27 (MKM) and a male at 
Kingston Oct. 17 (RDW) raised the year's total to five, which 
•s the annual average since 1980. The 11 King Eiders in the s. 
were about average numbers. One in • plumage at Presqu'ile 
Aug 7-8 was extremely early (ph. VM et at.). The others oc- 
curred Oct. 4-Nov. 30 and included five more at Presqu'ile, 
two of which were shot (fide RDM), two at Niagara Falls (GBe), 
and singles at Ottawa (BMD), Humber Bay (CEG, JG), and 
Kingston (MJE). The four Harlequin Ducks were well below 
the average of nine for autumn since 1979. Two were along 
Toronto's waterfront Oct. 19 (WHN) and the others were at 
Pelee Nov. 7 for the park's 4th ever (AW) and in Sarnia Nov. 
28 (DFR). Five 3 Barrow's Goldeneyes were in Ottawa Oct. 26- 
28 (TH, BMD et at.) and furnished the only reports. 

Noteworthy concentrations in a generally poor movement 
of waterfowl included 400 Am. Wigeon at Kingston Oct. 16 
(RDW), 5000 Canvasbacks during November and 10,000 Old- 
squaws Nov. 7 at Long Pt. (L.P.B.O.), 2500 Redheads at Rice 
L, Oct. 25 (WS), and 2000 Ring-necked Ducks Oct. 14 and 1800 
Black Scoters Oct. 30 at Ottawa (BMD). Others were of 64 
Hooded Mergansers at Rondeau Nov. 22 (KJB), 10,000 Com. 
Mergansers at Cornwall Nov. 29 (BMD), and 17,000 Red- 
breasteds at Pelee Oct. 24 (AW). The Ruddy Duck flight was 
noted mainly along L. Erie with peaks of 500 at Long Pt., Oct. 
18 (L.P.B.O.) and 400 at Blenheim Oct. 21 (JW). 

HAWKS--The 14,000 Turkey Vultures tallied along the 
lower Great Lakes made the highest numbers ever, led by re- 
cord totals at Holiday Beach and Hawk Cliff (see Table 1). The 
species' fortunes as a breeder in Ontario have improved steadily 
since the 1960s. The 295 Ospreys in the s. were a big increase, 
of which 90 were away from Hawk Cliff and Holiday Beach. 
Late singles were at Pelee Nov. 2 (AW), Stratford Nov. 5 (MPD), 
and P.E. Pt., Nov. 6 (PF). Record high totals of Bald Eagles were 
noted at Holiday Beach and Hawk Cliff, and the 51-t- in the s. 
away from these lookouts represented an increase, which is 
good news. The N. Harrier flight was strong in addition to haw 
mg started early in the season, as 19 passed Pelee Aug. 18 (AW, 
GTH) and 17 flew over Holiday Beach Aug. 20 (fide AC). Early 
Sharp-shinned Hawks included 75 immatures through P.E. Pt., 
Aug 24 (K.F.N.) and 41 over Hawk Cliff Aug. 31 (DEF). Cooper's 
were counted in record numbers at the 2 stations listed in 

Table 1, and the 85 at P.E. Pt., Oct. 5 also set a record high 
(K F N.). An ad. male trapped at Hawk Cliff Oct. 6 (SF) had 
been banded there as a hatching-year bird Oct. 8, 1974 (DEF). 
The 105 N. Goshawks in the south represented non-invasion 
numbers. The big day for Broad-winged Hawks was Sept. 16, 
when 38,000 passed Holiday Beach (EC, A. Weir), 6200 went 
over Toronto's High Park (RY), and 4125 passed Hawk Cliff 
(DEF). The 5700 at Pelee Oct. 2 were large numbers for the 

late date (AW) Peak counts of Red-tailed Hawks were 917 at 
Holiday Beach Oct. 30 (fide AC) and 500 at P.E. Pt., Nov. 2 
(K.F.N.). One netted and banded at Hawk Cliff Oct. 6 was a 
dark-phase bird of the western race (SF). 

SoA. 

The 80 Golden Eagles set a record high, 77 of which 
were in the south. Since 1977, an average of 35 per au- 
tumn has been tallied in the s., and their numbers have 
increased gradually since 1983. Half of this autumn's 
total was counted in a 7-day period led by 11 at Holiday 
Beach Oct. 30 (fide AC) followed by one near Stratford 
Oct. 31 for that area's first (MPD). The blitz continued 
with singles at Wiarton Nov. I (GMB, DFi) and P.E. Pt., 
Nov. 2 (K.F.N.), five, six, and six at Pelee, Rondeau, and 
Hawk Cliff (.MPW et al., PAW et al., DEF) respectively, 
seven more at Holiday Beach Nov. 4 (fide AC), and one 
at Ottawa the following day [BMD). Two Goldens were 
caught in a mink trap at Sault Ste. Marie during Novem- 
ber and sent to Guelph for treatment of their injuries 
(JCN). How many of this seasoh's impressive number 
nested within Ontario's vast hinterland will never be 

known. Hopefully a recovery of the species is underway. 

Merlins were well distributed and their numbers continue 

to rise. Excluding the higher-than-normal numbers at Pelee, 
263 were noted in the s. and another 38 were seen in the north 

The 181 Peregrine Falcons in the s. were below last year's 
record 220. The difference is more than accounted for by many 
fewer at Long Point. One hatching-year bird was hit by a car 
in Ottawa Sept. 28 and rehabilitated at the Avian Care & Re- 
search Foundation, Verona, but, unfortunately, the falcon is 
unreleasable (KC). Single gray-phase Gyrfalcons were at Moose 
R., Sept. 27 (SM, AMM) and near Thunder Bay Oct. 14 (MZ) 
In the s., another gray bird was at Long Pt., Sept. 24 followed 
there by a brown-phase Gyrfalcon Nov. 2 (L.P.B.O.). Only 3 
previous records were known for Long Point. 

Table 1. Hawk totals at two Ontario stations, Autumn 1986, 
compared with the annual average from 1982-85 inclusive 

Holiday Beach 
P.P. Hawk Cliff 

1982-85 1982-85 

Species 1986 • avg. 19862 avg. 

Turkey Vulture 10239 5347 3385 1808 
Osprey 99 63 106 60 
Bald Eagle 41 13 20 5 
Northern Harrier 978 640 901 574 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 16135 12329 9422 6974 
Cooper's Hawk 761 532 882 384 
Northern Goshawk 37 41 27 30 
Red-shouldered Hawk 777 994 105 94 
Broad-winged Hawk 43251 54556 7387 1004 
Red-tailed Hawk 6762 5625 1636 2616 

Rough-legged Hawk 160 91 6 9 
Golden Eagle 36 16 11 5 
American Kestrel 4442 2591 2470 1543 
Merlin 32 20 38 15 
Peregrine Falcon 22 16 12 15 
unidentified 363 335 20343 573 

Totals 84135 83209 28442 15709 

(RLBe et al. Aug. 20-Nov. 30, 96 days] 
(DEF et al. Aug. 22-Nov. 30, 71 days) 
(includes 6 eagles (sp.)) 
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GROUSE THROUGH PHALAROPES- The 24 Spruce 
Grouse s•ght•ngs exceeded the total of all reported s•nce the 
late 1970s and probably reflect a high point in their population 
cycle. The only Sharp-tailed Grouse noted was on Great Cloche 
I, Oct. 18 (JCN). The high number of King Rails seen were 
hkely a result of high levels along the lower lakes. Eight and 
one were at Pelee Aug. 2 and Sept. 21 (CML, RM), and others 
were seen on Walpole I., Aug. 16 and Sept. 19 (SAC et el.). 
Away from the n.w., Sandhill Cranes were distributed thinly. 
F•ve over Russell Aug. 31 were well e. of usual range (BL) and 
the two over Kleinburg and Toronto Oct. 6 (AR, RY) may have 
been the same birds. Singles were at Pelee Sept. 6-7 and Nov. 
10 (MWJ et el., JB et el.). 

Noteworthy peaks in a lacklustre migration of littorals in- 
cluded 150 Semipalmated Plovers at Ingleside Sept. 21 (BMD), 
315 Killdeer and 55 Greater Yellowlegs at Pelee Oct. 4 (AW), 
and 64 Corn. Snipe at Maple in mid-September (DN et el.). 
Among late lingering waders were Black-bellied Plover Nov. 
12 (RS) and Semipalmated Sandpiper and Dunlin Nov. 11 (TB 
et el.), all in the Peterborough area, Semipalmated Plover at 
Rondeau Nov. 16 (PAW), Spotted Sandpiper at Pelee Nov. 16 
(AW), and Ruddy Turnstone at Winona Nov. 15 (WL, KAM). 
Others were Semipalmated Sandpipers at Sudbury Nov. 2 
(JCN), Port Rowan Nov. 7 (L.P.B.O.) and Munster Nov. 8 (BMD), 
Least Sandpiper at Harrow Nov. 8 (AW), and Pectoral Sandpiper 
at Lakefield Nov. 11 (TB). 

The two Am. Avocets at Long Pt., Sept. 24 (DB et el.) were 
average fall numbers. However, the four Willets were only 
half the usual number, made up by two at Sarnia Aug. 7 (SAC) 
and singles at Long Pt., Aug. 10 (DB) and Thunder Bay Sept. 
22-28 (AH et el.). Hudsonian Godwits totalled 296+, thereby 
setting a record ahead of their big invasions in 1985 and 1975. 
However, this season's total was distorted by no fewer than 
260 suddenly grounded at Ottawa Aug. 21 (BMD, JRH et el.). 
The only Marbled Godwit was at Tilbury Sept. 11 (AW). The 
21 Western Sandpipers represented a good flight, led by six at 
Sarnia Sept. 3-8 (AHR et el.). A late bird was near Hamilton 
Nov. 24-28 (BMD). White-rumped Sandpipers numbered 124 
•n the n. and 236 in the s., which are high totals. The peak 
count was of 61 at Ottawa Sept. 7 (BMD), and late singles were 
at Long Pt., Nov. 29 (L.P.B.O.) and Rondeau Dec. I (PAW et 
el.). Among the 73+ Baird's in the s., Aug. 5-Nov. 8, was a 
juvenile in Algonquin Sept. 12 (ph. RDS) for the park's first 
record. In the n., two were noteworthy at Moosonee Sept. 7 
(SM, AMM) and another at nearby Moose R., Oct. 17 (DA). 
Only 10 Purple Sandpipers were noted, of which six spent 
November at Niagara Falls (fide RFA, MPW). The one at 
Presqu'ile Oct. 5 (HKM, RDM) was a month early and arrived 
at the same time as eiders. Another appeared at Winona Oct. 
19 (WL, KAM), after which two were in Ottawa Nov. 13 (BMD). 
Only 25 Stilt Sandpipers were in the s., Aug. 3-Oct. 3, a sharp 
drop from normal numbers. Buff-breasteds were also in lower 
numbers, at 28 sightings. At Pelee, where 30+ are normal each 
autumn, only three were noted (GTH et al.). Easternmost 
s•ghtings were at Presqu'ile Sept. 6-9 (J & JT et el.), Kingston 
Sept. 18 (FA, WC), and Ottawa Sept. 21 (RAB et eL). The only 
Ruff reported was a male at Kingston Sept. 22 (JHE, PG). Long- 
bfiled Dowitchers numbered 18 at Tilbury Aug. 28 (RC, GDB), 
which increased to 22 by Aug. 31 (AW et eL). A single and two 
were at Holiday Beach Sept. 3 (fide AC) and Long Pt., Sept. 5 
(RC) respectively, followed by a late bird at Harrow Nov. 8 
(AW). The Red-necked Phalarope flight was strong at 73 sight- 
•ngs Aug. 18-Sept. 20, of which 63 were in the s., too many to 
hst. The Red Phalarope movement was also strong at 26 sight- 
•ngs. The 23 in the south occurred within the periods Sept. 3- 
8 at Ottawa and Blenheim, Oct. 4-19 at Ottawa, Cornwall, 
Townsend, and Pelee, and Nov. 4-10 at Bright's Grove, Long 
Pt., and Winona. One was still 'at East Pt., James Bay, 
Nov. 4 (RDM). 

JAEGERS THROUGH TERNS -- Single Pomarine Jaegers 
were found at Ottawa Oct. 6 & 30 (BMD) and two were moving 

in a storm at Erleau Nov 15 (KJB) The 19 Paras•tics were the 
fewest since 1980, 12 of these occurred at Hamilton during 
September and October (KAM). Following last autumn's record 
incursion, Laughing Gulls returned to their normal numbers 
at three. An immature was in the Cranberry marsh Aug 10 
(MJB), while one first-winter and one 2nd-summer plumaged 
birds visited Long Pt., Aug. 12 and Sept. 9 respectively 
(L.P.B.O.). The 16 Franklin's Gulls were slightly more than 
their post-1976 average of 14, and were found at Sarnia, Pelee, 
Fort Erie, St. Catharines, Niagara Falls, and Cornwall, Aug 
10-Nov. 16. Little Gull numbers were down sharply at their 
traditional sites along L. Erie, but were increased along L On- 
tario led by 15+ at Oshawa Aug. 1-Sept. 21 (MJB). Six were e 
to the Kingston area Sept. 27-Nov. 2 (K.F.N.) and at least five 
visited the Cornwall dam Sept. 14-Nov. 8 (BMD et el.). One 
ad. Com. Black-headed Gull remained at Long Pt., Aug 25- 
Sept. 13 (L.P.B.O.) and another was at Queenston Nov. 1-22 
(RFA, HGC). The species' annual fall average is three, based 
on post-1976 data. The peak number of Boneparte's at Niagara 
Falls was estimated at 100,000 birds Nov. 15 (BMD et el.) 

An imm. Mew Gull was photographed at Grand Bend Aug 
27 (AJ, MS) followed by an adult at the Cornwall dam Oct 4- 
5 (ILJ, MG et el.). Fewer than 10 acceptable records are known 
for this species in Ontario. Lesser Black-backed Gulls continue 
to make inroads. The 25 this fall tied the record set in 1984, 
and were well above the seasonal average of nine since 1976 
Three at Ottawa Oct. 25-Nov. 30, one in Belwood, Wellington, 
Sept. 8 (MDG), and another at Guelph Lake to Nov. 15 (VM et 
el.) were the only birds away from the lower Great Lakes At 
Pelee, eight different adults were present Sept. 30-Nov 28 
with a high of four Oct. 25 (AW, KAM et el.). Only eight Black- 
legged Kittiwakes were reported, the fewest since 1978. Two 
each were at Hamilton Oct. 26 (JGa et el.) and Niagara Falls 
Nov. 15-29 (fide RFA). Singles appeared at Cornwall Oct 4- 
Nov. 29 (BMD et el.), Pelee Nov. 8 (GTH), Erieau Nov. 15 (KJB), 
and Sarnia Nov. 28 (DFR). The four Sabine's Gulls, all imma- 
tures, compared with this species' post-1976 autumn average 
of three. Two were at Hamilton Beach Sept. 16 (RC), before 
another showed up at the Cornwall dam Sept. 21-Oct. 5 (BMD, 
RJ et el.). A single bird ranged between Niagara Falls and 
Queenston Oct. 13-Nov. 8 (GEW, RFA et el.). 

Peak concentrations of Com. Terns were of 10,000 at Long 
Pt., Aug. 27 (L.P.B.O.) and 4000 and 3000 flying past Pelee's 
tip Oct. I & 9, respectively (AW). The only Arctic Tern report 
was from the Cornwall dam Oct. 5 (RAB et el.). Forster's Terns 
were in greatly reduced numbers along L. Erie, although one 
at Turkey Pt. to Nov. 7 was the latest by a month (TW, LW) 
Only three were e. of Niagara: a single at Cranberry marsh 
Aug. 10 (MJB) plus two late birds in Hamilton Bay Nov. 9 (RC, 
WSm). The imm. Black Tern in Sudbury Sept. i was also 
late (JCN). 

DOVES THROUGH SWALLOWS -- An active Mourmng 
Dove nest at Presqu'ile containing an egg and one young Sept 
13 was late (WE). The Snowy Owl flight was widespread, w•th 
67-• sightings representing the strongest irruption in several 
years. The earliest migrants in the s. arrived at St. Thomas 
Oct. 10 (DEF) and Kingston Oct. 11 (fide LSF). Five N. Hawk- 
Owls s. of their breeding range were also invasion numbers 
These were at the Cranberry marsh Nov. 21-23 (JH et e•), 
Orillia Nov. 22 (fide RLB, WEZ), near Minden Nov. 27 (MT), 
near Sudbury Nov. 28 (CJW), and Tayside, Stormont, Nov 28- 
29 (GTH et eL). A Burrowing Owl at Thunder Bay Oct. 4 (NGE 
et eL) was a first for the area and the 6th or 7th for Ontario 
Irrupting Great Gray Owls numbered two in the Sudbury area 
Nov. 15 & 30 (GW, RE), and one each in St. Lawrence Islands 
N.P. near Gananoque Nov. 18 (GK) and Georgian Bay Islands 
N.P., Nov. 24 (GEG). The main flight of Saw-whet Owls passed 
P.E. Pt., Oct. 7-21, where 421 were banded, highlighted by a 
one-night record of 181 banded Oct. 18-19 (K.F.N.). Their mmn 
passage at Long Pt. occurred Oct. 15-25, with 126 banded 
(L.P.B.O.). The eight admitted to the Ontario Research & Re- 
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habd•tat•on Foundation, V•neland, Oct. 13-26, sustmned •n- 
lunes assocmted w•th migration (KMcK). Peak numbers of m•- 
grating Com. Nighthawks were 200 and 300 at Lively Aug. 7 
& 9 respectively (JGL), where they approached from the w. 
and departed towards the s.e., and 260 over Toronto Sept. 1 
(GC, Ril). Of the 1155 Ruby-throated Hummingbirds tallied 
past the Holiday Beach hawk lookout, an impressive 304 oc- 
curred Sept. 13 (fide AC). A record late Ruby-throated for the 
Pelee area was at Leamington Oct. 30 (P & JW). Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers reported out of range included three at Peter- 
borough Nov. 11-30 (fide DCS), two on Wolfe I., Nov. 2-30 
(K F N.), and one at P.E. Pt., Nov. 2 & 15 (K.F.N.). Only two 
Three-toeds were s. of range, at Ottawa Nov. 15 (fide BMD) 
and Manitoulin I., Nov. 17 (RRT). For the 2nd successive au- 
tumn, Black-backed Woodpecke•rs irrupted. The nine at 
Thunder Bay Aug. 26-Nov. 9 were considered a good flight 
(NGE). The 15 in the s. were moderate numbers, and birds 
reached Ottawa, Kingston, Peterborough, Presqu'ile, Muskoka, 
and Manitoulin Island. 

One Acadian Flycatcher was banded at Long Pt., Aug. 19 
(BC, SAM), where the last Alder was netted Sept. 24 (L.P.B.O.). 
A late Empidonax, thought to be Alder, was still in Moosonee 
Sept 19 (AW et al.). The Say's Phoebe at Long Pt., Sept. 21 
(JCu, KT) occurred 3 days earlier than the one seen there in 
1985. This year's bird was Ontario's 7th ever and 5th in au- 
tumn. A stray Great Crested Flycatcher near Thunder Bay 
Oct 25 was late (NGE, AH). The Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher 
at Presqu'ile Sept. 28-Oct. I was Canada's first (ph. TFMB, 
MG, TP) and was seen by many. This species reaches the n. 
edge of its breeding range in s.e. Arizona and migrates S through 
Central America to winter in Peru and Bolivia. Single W. 
Kingbirds were in Algonquin Aug. 13 (PDM), the area's first, 
Pelee Sept. 11 (KAM et al.), and Heathcote, Grey, Sept. 10 (MW). 
Three during autumn were average numbers for this fly- 
catcher. Late E. Kingbirds were at Moose Factory and Moosonee 
Sept 18-21 (MWJ et al.), near Thunder Bay Sept. 26 (MWJ et 
al ), and on Manitoulin I., Sept. 27 (CTB). Peak counts of swal- 
lows included 2420 Purple Martins and 121,000 Tree Swallows 
in Kingston's Great Cataraqui marshes Aug. 10 (K.F.N.) and 
90,000 Bank Swallows passing Long Pt., Aug. 7-12 (L.P.B.O.). 
Late single N. Rough-wingeds were at Niagara Falls Nov. 8 
(RWB) and London Nov. 19 (GM). Late Barn Swallows were in 
Moosonee to Sept. 21 (MWJ et al.), Kingston Oct. 31 (VPM), 
Toronto's Humber Bay Nov. 9 (VH), and Holiday Beach Nov. 
11 (fide AC). 

JAYS THROUGH GNATCATCHERS- A major move- 
ment of Gray Jays occurred all along the n. shore of L. Superior, 
beginning Sept. 21, with up to 100 per day counted (NGE). 
Thmr irruption was noted at Sudbury Oct. 11-Nov. 30 (JCN), 
Mamtoulin I., Oct. 18 (JCN), and Minden during all of fall 
(RIP), it reached Kingston Nov. 22, when one was found (RDW). 
The Blue Jay flight along the lower lakes was extraordinarily 
heavy. A huge flight passed Hawk Cliff from Sept. 19 (DEF) 
and Holiday Beach from Sept. 17 (fide AC). Over 323,000 passed 
Hohday Beach with one-day highs of 49,280, 41,960, and 25,100 
on Sept. 24, 27, & 28 respectively (fide AC). The only Black- 
balled Magpie reported was at Atikokan Nov. 26 (fide SFP). 
Black-capped Chickadees irrupted S beginning in mid-Sep- 
tember through P.E. Pt., where 200 per day were noted until 
Nov 2 (K.F.N.), and by early November they reached Pelee, 
where 400 passed Nov. 3 (GTIl et al.). Some Boreals accom- 
pained this incursion, but their 36+ reports in the s. were fewer 
than in previous irruptions of 1972, 1975, and 1981. Long Pt. 
was the center of abundance with 15 found Nov. 23 and five 

banded (L.P.B.O.). Singles reached P.E. Pt., Nov. 2 (RDW et al.), 
Garden I. near Wolfe I., Nov. 8 (DVW), Niagara Falls Nov. 22 
(MPW), and Pelee Nov. 10 (GTIl). In the n., a maior movement 
of Boreals was noted at Thunder Bay from Sept. 18 (NGE). The 
Tufted Titmouse was scarce again after last autumn's rebound. 
The only reports were of singles at Pelee Nov. 6 (GTII), Wards- 
wile, Middlesex, Nov. 20 (Nil), and up to three at an Oakville 
feeder from Sept. 15 (DG). The Red-breasted Nuthatch flight 

was only moderately heavy along the lower lakes, although 
what began at P.E. Pt. as a strong movement up to 100 per day 
in early September petered out quickly. The 25 Carolina Wrens 
represented their best showing since the 32 in fall 1974. The 
only birds away from their more usual haunts in the s.w. were 
singles at Presqu'ile Sept. 14 (DFB), Kingston Oct. 25 (RDW), 
and Demorestville, Prince Edward, Nov. 27-Dec. 5 (RTS). A 
late Sedge Wren was on Garden I., Nov. 10 (DVW). Peaks in a 
heavy migration of kinglets were of 6000 Golden-crowneds 
and 4000 Ruby-crowneds at P.E. Pt., Oct. 5 (K.F.N.). Single 
Blue-gray Gnatcatchers tarried at Cranberry marsh Oct. 18 
(LR), Long Pt., Oct. 20 (L.P.B.O.), and Pelee to Nov. 30 (GTH 
et al.). 

THRUSHES THROUGH WARBLERS -- The first autumn 
Townsend's Solitaires since 1983 were singles at Pelee Nov. 6, 
the area's 3rd ever (SW, KW et al.), and at Clarkson's Rattray 
marsh Nov. 16-30 (AG et al.). Late thrushes were a Veery at 
Peterborough Oct. 10 (JF) and a Wood Thrush at Dundas Oct 
19 (BW). Peak numbers reported for thrushes were 60 Gray- 
cheekeds at Long Pt., Sept. 13 (L.P.B.O.) and 3200 Swainson's 
at Pelee Sept. 5 (AW). One • Varied Thrush appeared in Ottawa 
Nov. 2 (MG, ILJ et al.) and another settled in Sudbury Nov 
24-30 for the area's 2nd ever (ph. P & IlB). The Gray Catbird 
at Thunder Bay to Nov. 23 (JO) furnished the latest of 3 reports 
during November. Well n. of range was the N. Mockingbird at 
Moosonee Sept. 21 (KJR et al.). Low numbers of Bohemian 
Waxwings reached Ottawa by mid-October (BMD) and the only 
other report s. of Sudbury was of two birds at Port Rowan Nov 
7 (MKM). Only three Loggerhead Shrikes were noted, at 
Smithfield near Presqu'ile Aug. 13 (RDM), Long Pt., Aug. 28 
(L.P.B.O.), and near Woodstock Sept. 5 (RDM). Two White- 
eyed Vireos in the s.w. were expected numbers for autumn 
One was at Iloliday Beach Sept. 14 (fide AC), the other at 
Pelee Oct. 30 (TP, MPW). flowever, a White-eyed Vireo at 
Marathon Oct. 13 (AW) was unexpected and way n. of range, 
providing the first record for n. Ontario. Record early and late 
Solitary Vireos were recorded at Pelee Aug. 19 and Nov. 16 
respectively (JL, GTIl). 

The latest of 12 Blue-winged Warbler reports was in Toron- 
to's Mount Pleasant Cemetery Oct. 4 (HCK). Rare for autumn 
in Algonquin were a Golden-winged Warbler Sept. I (DJM) 
and a Connecticut Warbler Aug. 24 (JS, RGT), the latter pro- 
viding the park's 3rd ever. A Yellow-throated Warbler at Ot- 
tawa Nov. 10-Dec. I (ph. DFo, BMD et al.) was the first •n 
autumn since 1983 and was of the subspecies albfiora. Only 
one Prothonotary was noted at Long Pt., Aug. 17, where num- 
bers were way down (L.P.B.O.), and the only other sighting 
was of a single at Pelee Aug. 20 (WLP). Poleo's 5th fall Worm- 
eating Warbler was seen Aug. 22 (J. Burns). The 3 reports of 
Iloodeds were from P.E. Pt., Aug. 24 (JilE, RDW), and Eagle 
and Pelee Sept. 5 ( JR, LG). Three Yellow-breasted Chats were 
banded at Long Pt., Aug. 14-Sept. 29 (L.P.B.O.), and another 
was e. to Presqu'ile Sept. 16 (IIS). The number of late warbler 
reports was normal and included a Nashville at Long Pt. to 
Nov. 9 (L.P.B.O.). A N. Parula near Peterborough Oct. 20 (RB) 
was the latest ever there by 22 days, but another was in Scar- 
borough to Nov. 7 (EJ). One Yellow Warbler at Sudbury Oct 
4 was the area's first ever for October (GMC) and one lingered 
in Claremont to Oct. 21 (EP). Other late warblers were a 
Chestnut-sided at Red Rock Oct. 18 (AW, NGE), a Cape May 
Nov. I (S & Jil), Pine Nov. 17 (S & All), and Cerulean Oct. 5 
(MTh et al.), all three at Pelee, a Blackpoll at Sudbury Oct. 13 
(JGL), and a N. Waterthrush at Ottawa Nov. 30 (CG). 

TANAGERS THROUGH FINCHES -- Autumn Summer 

Tanagers are extremely rare in the province, so the 2 sightings 
this fall were noteworthy. One female was at Fanshaw Oct. 5 
(DAM) and a male was n.e. of range at Petawawa Nov. 2-12 
(ph. VW, JMB et al.), both late dates as well. A • Scarlet Tanager 
at Moose Factory Sept. 19 was well n. (MWJ et al.). Late Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks were a female at Virginiatown to Nov. 2 
(PWR) and a male at a Thunder Bay feeder (BA et al.). Last of 
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Lark Sparrow (still showing traces of juvenal plumage) at Moose 
Factory, James Bay, Ont., Sept. 18-19, 1986. Photo/Alan Wor- 
mington. 

several Indigo Bunting reports were singles at Terrace Bay Oct. 
16 (AW et al.), Pelee Oct. 17 (fide AW), and Long Pt., Oct. 28 
(L.P.B.O.). A Dickcissel at Holiday Beach Sept. 24 (fide AC) 
plus another at Long Pt., Oct. 17 (DB) equaled average numbers 
in recent autumns. A Field Sparrow at Moosonee Sept. 20-21 
(WL et al.) was the area's 2nd ever, and a Lark Sparrow at 
nearby Moose Factory Sept. 18-19 (ph. MWJ et al.) provided a 
4th local record. A record late date was set by a Savannah at 
Sudbury Nov. 3-10 (JCN). An ad. Henslow's Sparrow was 
feeding two young Aug. 23 on Walpole L, where they remained 
until Sept. 19 (SAC, YPT), and singles were at Pelee Oct. 18, 
24, & 30 (S & AH et al.). Nine Sharp-tailed Sparrows away from 
their breeding areas were noted at New Liskeard Sept. 18 (SM, 
SL), Pelee Sept. 25 ( JK et al.), near Barrie Sept. 28 (T. Pirk), and 
in the Dundas marsh where six were found Oct. 5 (JO1, R. 
Snider). The only report in the s. of Harris' Sparrow was of an 
immature at Rondeau Nov. 1 (PAW, KJB). 

Two late Bobolinks, a typical number for autumn, were at 
Long Pt., Oct. 2 (L.P.B.O.) and Smithville Oct. 20 (BJ, JO). 
Blackbird numbers were low everywhere and their departure 
was earlier than usual. The 30,000 Red-wingeds and 10,000 
Corn. Grackles at Long Pt., Sept. 8 and Oct. 23 respectively 
(L.P.B.O.) were the largest flocks by far. Typical fall numbers 
of Orchard Orioles do not exceed two. This fall's flurry of 
sightings was led by 14 at Pelee Aug. 14, where two were pres- 
ent Aug. 27 (AW), one banded at Long Pt., Aug. 5 (SAM), and 
one on Walpole I., Sept. 19 (SAC). The imm. Orchard Oriole 
at Terrace Bay Sept. 25 (WL et al.) was the first for n. Ontario. 
Late N. Orioles were near Peterborough Sept. 17 (DCS) and at 
Pelee Sept. 24 (JK et al.). Pine Grosbeaks irrupted in numbers 
for the 2nd successive autumn, and six reached Long Pt., Oct. 
23, earliest ever (L.P.B.O.), and Whitby Oct. 25 (fide MJB). Once 
again the moderate Purple Finch exodus paralleled that of the 
Red-breasted Nuthatch, leaving some behind to over-winter 
on their breeding grounds. House Finches were seen migrating 
at P.E. Pt. in small numbers Aug. 30-Nov. 2 (K.F.N.) and at 
Sarnia, where 70 were counted Nov. 22 (DFR). Low numbers 
of Red Crossbills penetrated the s., as 20 reached Long Pt., 
Nov. 14, followed by 26 others there (L.P.B.O.), and 12 in the 
Kingston area Nov. 30 (K.F.N.). No reports of White-wingeds 
were received from areas s. of Manitoulin I., where a migration 
was detected Nov. 17-21 and 100 birds were present on each 
day Nov. 18 & 19 (fide JCN). Common Redpolls poured S, 

reaching Marathon Oct. 13 (AW), Sudbury Oct. 24 (JCN), Ot- 
tawa and Toronto in late October (BMD, GMB), and Long Pt., 
Nov. 24 (L.P.B.O.). The moderate emigation of Pine Siskins 
was strongest in e. Ontario, where 600 passed P.E. Pt., Oct. 19 
(K.F.N.) and reached Long Pt., where the peak was of 175 birds 
Oct. 14 (L.P.B.O.), Kent, and Pelee. Peak daily counts of Am. 
Goldfinch past shoreline lookouts were of 4044 at Holiday 
Beach Sept. 24 (fide AC) and 2000 at P.E. Pt., Sept. 21 (K.F.N.). 
The movement of Evening Grosbeaks was modest nearly ev- 
erywhere in the south. 

CORBIGENDA -- AB 40:275 column 2, line 50, for Little Gull 
replace Whitby by Wheafiey: AB 40:463 column 1, line 10, for 
pelican change NG to D. Graham; 466 column 1. line 35. for Ken- 
tucky Warbler change Apr. 17-May 24 to Apr. 27-May 24; 466 
column 1, line 3 from bottom, delete for Lark Sparrow "and Pelee 
May 22 (GM)." 
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NIAGARA-CHAMPLAIN REGION 

Douglas P. Kibbe 

ach season brings another shower of excuses, e.g., fishermen scared waterbirds away, high water flooded 
all the shorebird habitat--usually followed by an unbe- 
lieveable array of rarities in bewildering numbers. The ex- 
ceptionally wet August this year produced yet a new ex- 
cuse, "green growing lawns necessitated constant mowing 
which in turn reduced time available for birding." None- 
theless, backyards yielded some remarkable finds, includ- 
ing two Regional firsts. 

A lakewatch and hawkwatches at Braddock Bay and 
Derby Hill yielded some exceptional tallies of waterbirds, 
shorebirds, and birds of prey. Evidence of Lake Ontario 
crossings by at least six species of raptors was observed. 
The bulk of the landbird migration slipped by in September 
and October under cool, rainy skies. The only tower mon- 
itored for weather-associated mortality yielded some in- 
teresting species, and it is regrettable more structures 
throughout the Region are not under study. 

November brought more cold weather and significant 
snowfall to much of the Region. Half-hardies, already 
stressed by cool weather and modest natural food supplies 
(probably a consequence of late spring frosts), became even 
scarcer. Considering what followed, all were well advised 
to head much farther south. 

LOONS THROUGH HERONS--Exceptional tallies of 
both Common and Red-throated loons were made at Hamlin 
Beach (WS et ol.}. Commons peaked at 3000 Nov. 1, nearly a 
month ahead of the Red-throateds, which broke one thousand 
on Nov. 28. Although both were record counts, caution is sug- 
gested in interpreting population trends. Counts based on mi- 
gration numbers are subject to a myriad of factors which may 
negate apparent trends (witness the variability in annual 
hawkwatch totals), and loon counts are so difficult to make 
(and so seldom made} that even record numbers may reflect 
anything but population increases. Regardless of their signif- 
icance, the numbers are impressive, and future monitoring is 
highly desirable. Grebes were much less abundant; 120 Horned 
Grebes furnished the best count on L. Ontario (CC, N-B}, while 
fewer than 2 dozen Pied-billeds at Montezuma N.W.R. topped 
all other areas. An Eared Grebe, very taro in the Region, was 
found at Oswego, N.Y., in late November (FS}. 

A fall count of 267 Double-crested Cormorants at Sandy Pond 
was the best of several tallies which would have raised eye- 
brows a few years ago. before Regional breeding populations 
exploded. Great Cormorants were reported from Rochester 
(fide RS}, Island Pond (WE, NM}, and Herricks Cove (WN}, 
indicating some observers are not casually passing all cor- 
morants off as Double-crosted. An American Bittern at Mon- 
tezuma N.W.R. (fide C.B.C.} Nov. 2 was somewhat late. A canoe 
trip on Cranberry Pond Aug. 2 yielded a "Cory's" (dark-phase} 
Least Bittern (BK}. Since most reports of the species are of birds 
heard rather than seen, the status of this "taro" color morph 
anywhere in this country is a mystery; few regional texts even 
acknowledge its occurrence. 

An exceptional concentration of Great Blue Herons was ob- 
served in the vicinity of Upper and Lower Lakes W.M.A. Some 
200 were tallied as they headed W in groups of up to one dozen 
(LW, fide LC}. No influx of southern herons occurred although 
single ibises (presumably Glossy} were recorded at Middlesex, 
Vt. (MM), and over Sapsucker Woods Sanctuary (fide C.B.C.), 
and there was an intriguing report of 75 white egrets at a beaver 
pond in the St. Regis Indian Reservation in August (fide JP). 
Solitary Snowy Egrets were spotted at the South Slang in Ad- 

dison, Vt. (J & MD), and Oneonta (fide JL) and Perinton, N.Y. 
(JT et al.). Peak count (14-•-) of Groat Egrets occurred at Mon- 
tezuma N.W.R. (C.B.C.). Vermonters hosted up to five at Dead 
Creek W.M.A. 

SWANS THROUGH EAGLES--Mute Swans normally 
give littie evidence of northward post-broeding wandering, but 
the occurrence of one to two birds on the Connecticut R. near 
Rockingham suggests this may occur. Of course thero is always 
a possibility the birds were local releases. As usual the Tundra 
Swan flight was strongest in w. New York, as evidenced by 
the top tally of 400 at Mayville. Overall the waterfowl flight 
this fall drew few accolades. Some of the better counts reported 
included 30,000 Canada Geese in the Champlain Valley {JW), 
2016 Wood Ducks on Toad Harbor Sept. 28 (FS}, 150 Green- 
winged Tea] at Swanton, Vt. {RL}, 300 N. Pintail on L. Ontario 
w. of Rochester Sept. 27 {RS et al.}, 11,250 Ring-necked Ducks 
at Missisquoi N.W.R. in October {JG}, 3500 Greater Scaup off 
Durand Nov. 15 {RO, RS}, 8000 Canvasbacks in Missisquoi Bay 
on L. Champlain {JG}, 476 Hooded Mergansers at Sodus Bay 
Nov. 15 {DT}, and a half-hour count of 2075 Red-breasted Mer- 
gansets past Hamlin Nov. 14 {CC, NB}. The preponderance of 
high counts from c. New York highlights both the importance 
of this portion of our Region to migrant waterfowl and the 
regularity with which that area's observers make comprehen- 
sive counts. In addition to the normal smattering of King Eiders, 
three Harlequin Ducks buzzed Dunkirk Harbor and another 
was found at Nine Mile Point (FS). Thero were two exceptional 
waterfowl reports: three Fulvous Whistling-Ducks (two shot) 
at Oak Orchard/Iroquois W.M.A. (fide RS), and a Corn. Eider 
on Maidstone L., July 7 through Aug. 25 (KW et al.). If correct, 
the latter sighting is all the more remarkable by virtue of its 
timing, although there is another Vermont sighting in July. 

While fall hawk watches in this Region aro not manned with 
the vigor that typifies springwatches, considerable monitoring 
of raptor movements does occur. Braddock Bay, famous as a 
spring concentration point, received extensive coverage in 
August, and various peaks in Vermont were manned sporad- 
ically. Observers along L. Ontario recorded Merlin, N. Harrier, 
Osprey, Sharp-shinned Hawk, and Peregrine Falcon crossing 
the lake. All 2075 raptors (including 1782 Red-tailed Hawks 
and 273 Broad-winged Hawks) recorded at Braddock Bay in 
August were judged immatures. Clearly these species are not 
migrating in family groups. Top Vermont tallies included 243 
Broad-wingeds Sept. 13 over Mt. Philo, 254 Red-taileds Sept. 
17 & 18 at Fuller Mt., two Golden Eagles at Manchester (TH) 
and another at Benson (PT), and 17 Ospreys Sept. 21 in 4 hours 
(J & MD). The latter species was noted through Sept. 10 at the 
South Slang nesting area although no young were seen. The 
16 young Bald Eagles released at Alcove Res. this summer 
swelled the total number hacked over the past 11 years to 166. 
Watch for breeding at Montezuma N.W.R. next spring following 
courtship activity there this fall! 
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PHEASANT THROUGH SHOREBIRDS- Ring-necked 
Pheasant numbers have dechned dramatically over the past 
decade. The decline has apparently spurred New York State's 
•nterest in reviving the nearly-defunct, antiquated, and hope- 
lessly cost-inefficient system of put and take game farming. 
How, for example, one justifies release of over 1000 Ring- 
necked Pheasants (at $7 per bird) for hunters in areas where 
there are no established populations (and presumably no 
pheasant hunters) is somewhat obscure. All Gray Partridges 
were seen in the n. end of the Champlain Valley at Missisquoi 
N W.R. and on Grand Isle. Spruce Grouse were unreported. 
Northern Bobwhites, apparently as a result of releases by local 
sportsmen, showed up at several locations. Even a Chukar was 
found in W. Newburg, Vt. 

The shorebird flight was abysmal in the eyes of many veteran 
observers. Weather, absence of habitat, and reproductive fail- 
ure were among the reasons postulated for apparent scarcities. 
On the other hand, no one explained the record flight (212) of 
Whimbrels that cruised by Derby Hill (GS), or the two Willets 
and 200 Lesser Yellowlegs at Montezuma N.W.R. Vermont was 
graced with two Willets, one at St. Albans Sept. 14 (JC) and 
another at Alburg Oct. 26 (RL). Up to 17 Stilt Sandpipers were 
at Montezuma (WL, MAS) plus eight Baird's Sandpipers (CC, 
NB) and at least one Hudsontan Godwit in September. All the 
phalaropes were reported in better-than-usual numbers, thanks 
•n large part to the Braddock Bay lakewatch. Red Phalaropes 
were particularly well reported, even in Vermont. Better cov- 
erage of L. Champlain has clarified the status of Purple Sand- 
pipers in Vermont. At least three were found this fall, two at 
the mouth of the Winsoski Nov. 2 (JM) and one on Rock I. in 
St Albans Bay Oct. 26 (RL). 

LARIDS THROUGH FLYCATCHERS- The jaeger flight 
was unspectacular this fall. Only a handful of Parasitics and 
one Pomarine were identified, all on L. Ontario, the last Par- 
aretic Nov. 16. The near-absence of Pomarines and general 
scarcity of Parasitics was unexpected given recent trends in 
occurrence and observer coverage. Gulls were more cooper- 
atlve, nearly all the usual rarities appearing on L. Erie, L. On- 
tario, or the Niagara River. Rochester hosted an ad. Lesser Black- 
backed Gull on Long Pond (KG) and an imm. Thayer's Gull on 
Irondequoit Bay (FN) in August, but failed to produce more 
than a modest showing of Little Gulls prior to the seasoh's 
close. The Niagara frontier was more fortunate with up to one- 
half dozen Little Gulls, two Franklin's, a Com. Black-headed 
Gull, a Black-legged Kittiwake, and a Sabine's Gull by No- 
vember (B.O.S.). Vermonters finally spotted the previously 
predicted flight of Little Gulls. From two to eight were found 
on L. Champlain between Oct. 5 and Nov. 7 (RL, WE et al.). 

The tern flight was generally poor. Forster's put in the worst 
showing with a high count of six. Two young Com. Nighthawks 
were banded in the "nest" on the rather late date of Aug. 6 in 
Vestal (LB). 

A strong flight of Snowy Owls heightened hopes that a major 
•nfiux of other northern raptors would develop. One Short- 
eared Owl was noted migrating across L. Ontario. Other owls 
were even more poorly reported than usual. A late September 
report of Yellow-bellied Flycatcher brought up the question 
of whether various western species were considered and elim- 
inated when the identification was made. The presence in New 
York of single Western Kingbirds at Dryden Aug. 6 (DE, fide 
C B.C.) and Greece Sept. 12 (KG), and of a Say's Phoebe at 
Savoy Pond Oct. 23 (FS), highlighted the potential for western 
vagrants to appear in our Region (presumably enroute to At- 
lantic coast areas where their occurrence as late-season strag- 
glers is well documented). Lacking good natural fall landbird 
migration traps, Regional observers stand little chance of find- 
lng most of the rarities that pass through. 

SWALLOWS THROUGH FINCHES- While the bulk of 

the swallows pass through before the season officially starts-- 
e g., 15,000 Bank Swallows tallied along the L. Ontario shore 

July 12--at least two N Rough-w•ngeds hngered at N•agara 
Falls into November. The last s•ghtmg there was Nov. 8 (B.O S ). 
Fish Crows continue at Ithaca. There have been no assessments 

regarding the dynamics of this isolated population, although 
more than 12 years have passed since its initial discovery 
Common Ravens continue to be sighted in Allegany County 
and one was found at Webster Sept. 9 (SS). Whether the Ap- 
palachian population is the source of all sightings in w. New 
York is unknown but it, like the Adirondack and Green 
Mountain populations, certainly appears to be thriving. A very 
good description was received of the Region's first Steller's Jay 
at a Topsham, Vt., feeder Oct. 20 (EM), and New Yorkers got 
their first Rock Wren when it appeared in a Fredonia backyard 
Nov. 29 & 30 (TM, m.ob.). The latter species is surprisingly 
rare in e. North America considering its breeding range and 
its frequent occurrence on migration in plains areas well re- 
moved from suitable breeding habitat. Inobtrusive when not 
breeding, doubtless most stragglers elude discovery. The same 
can be said for Sedge and Marsh wrens, whose post-breeding 
behavior is poorly known. Consequently, the Oct. 16 sighting 
of a Sedge Wren at Burgeson Nature Sanctuary and the Nov 
29 Marsh Wren at Tonawanda W.M.A. (B.O.S.) were not un- 
expected, although there are few comparable records. A very 
late Swainsoh's Thrush was found in Ithaca Nov. 13 (MS, fide 
C.B.C.). The top Eastern Bluebird tally, 45, came from Amity 
Lake (VP), where some 121 young were fledged this summer 
Waxwings were scarce, as were many fruits and berries fol- 
lowing this spring's late frosts. 

SoAo 

About the only way an observer is likely to encounter 
a White-eyed Vireo after the breeding season is if it is 
caught in a mist-net. Banders at Braddock Bay were so 
blessed, netting one on the record late date of Oct. 29 
(EB, WS). Banding stations and tower kills contribute 
such a disproportionate portion of the skulking, hard- 
to-identify rarities (e.g., Orange-crowned and Connect- 
icut warblers, and Lincoln's Sparrow) that one must 
conclude that field observations of relative abundance 
are severely biased towards conspicuous species. 

The Colden Tower yielded four Philadelphia Vireos Oct 2, 
late for so many, and one was banded Oct. 9 at V.I.N.S. A very 
late Hooded Warbler was identified at Tifft Farm Nature Pre- 
serve Oct. 5. A Prothonotary Warbler Sept. 6 in the Cayuga 
Lake basin (fide C.B.C.) furnished a rare fall sighting. Unusual 
in Vermont at any season, a Cerulean Warbler at Winhall Sept 
3 (WN) was exceptionally late. A Connecticut Warbler there 
Sept. 15 (WN) apparently provided the only record from Ver- 
mont this fall. Fewer warblers than usual were tardy this fall, 
a Blackburntan Nov. 9 on Goat I. near Niagara Falls (fide B.O S ) 
being a noteworthy exception. 

At least two Sharp-tailed Sparrows were discovered at Ho- 
gan Pt. near Rochester in late September and early October 
(MD et al.). How many might be mist-netted in similar habitats 
in w. New York is anyone's guess. Concentrations of Bobolinks 
often go unreported in fall. Exceptional tallies were of 300 at 
Dead Creek W.M.A., Aug. 25 (J & MD) and 1500 near Ithaca 
Aug. 7 (PM). Montezuma N.W.R. hosted a quarter of a million 
blackbirds Nov. 2 (WL, MAS), while 1300 Brown-headed Cow- 
birds inundated one Hamlin lawn Nov. 13 (FD). A • Yellow- 
headed Blackbird was discovered in Hamlin (RO). Common 
Redpolls, Pine Siskins, and both crossbills were widely scat- 
tered, raising hopes of another finch invasion. Meanwhale, 
House Finches dominated most feeders. At Middleburg, Vt, a 
pair that fledged a brood in early August was observed gath- 
ering nest material the following month. Small wonder we're 
being overrun! 
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APPALACHIAN REGION 

George A. Hall 

t was a pleasant season, as far as the weather goes, but the birding was not especially spectacular. As the fol- 
lowing account shows there were about the usual numbers 
of rare birds, but the normal birds of the Region staged 
only a fairly average flight. 

At the Pittsburgh weather station, August and November 
were cooler than normal but September and October were 
warmer. August through October were much drier than 
usual, but November had heavy rainfall with an excess of 
almost 4 inches. Other localities had similar weather except 
that the long-standing drought in eastern Tennessee was 
broken in September. There were few hard frosts and only 
the extreme north had had any snow by the end of the 
period. 

The prolonged drought in the south had dried up most 
of the ponds and marshes, but at the other end of the scale 
Lake Erie had its highest water levels in recent years, ad- 
versely affecting both waterfowl and shorebirds. 

As in every fall season, many of the data came from the 
banding operations, particularly the two big operations, 
Powdermill Nature Reserve and Allegheny Front Migration 
Observatory, that have become a regular feature of the 
season. Other stations operated at Presque Isle State Park, 
Pennsylvania, and at Austin Springs and Norris, Tennessee. 
The season at Powdermill was an average one with 7216 
bandings, while the Allegheny Front had a very good year 
with 8778 birds banded. Other numbers were 741 at 

Presque Isle, 618 (second best) at Austin Springs, and 511 
at Norris. 

The migration got underway rather early, with good 
warbler flights in mid-August, and a number of species 
arrived at early dates. At the other end the mild weather 
produced some late dates for many species. There were no 
pronounced frontal systems and hence no pronounced 
waves of birds, although a great influx of waterfowl was 
noted in eastern Tennessee in early November. The peak 
day of bandings at Allegheny Front Migration Observatory 
was September 26, with 670 birds handled. 

Hawk watching continues to be a major fall activity in 
the Region, and hawk observers see many other species. 
For example, on one day at Rockfish Gap in Virginia, be- 
sides the raptors, 27 Snow Geese, 2000 Cedar Waxwings, 
and 18,000 American Robins were tallied (fde RS). 

ABBBEVIATIONS -- A.F.M.O. = Allegheny Front Migration 
Observatory, Grant/Tucker cottaties, W. Va.; B.E.S.P. = Bald Eagle 
State Park, Centre Co., Pa.; Ch.N.F. = Chattahoochee Nat'l Forest, 
Ga.; E.B.F.H. = Eagle Bend Fish Hatchery, Tenn.; G.S.M.N.P. 
= Great Smoky Mountains Nat'l Park; P.I.S.P. = Presque Isle State 
Park, Erie Co., Pa.; P.N.R. = Powdermill Nature Reserve, West- 
moreland Co., Pa. Place names in italics are counties. 
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LOONS THROUGH IBISES -- The only reports of Red- 
throated Loons came from P.I.S.P., Nov. 9 (BS} & 11 {IM}. The 
Corn. Loon flight was excellent with numerous sightings com- 
ing from all over the Region. The more interesting included 
an unusually early report Aug. 16 at Asheville, N.C. (RY), a 
count of 28 flying past the Tuscarora Mt., Pa., hawk watching 
station on Nov. 30 {CG}, large flocks in Rowan, Ky., in mid- 
November {BA, RMo), up to 100 at Allegheny Res., Warren, 
Pa. {JH}, and 400+ at Watauga L., Tenn., Nov. 12 {RK}. Horned 
Grebes were more common than in recent years, and a total 
of 75 was seen at Cave Run L., Rowan, Ky., Nov. 29 (BA}. The 
only report of Red-necked Grebe came from P.I.S.P. where at 
least four were present Nov. 8-16 (JM}. 

The Double-crested Cormorant boom continued with reports 
of good numbers throughout the Region. At P.I.S.P., numbers 
continued to increase {JM}, and 170 were seen Nov. 12 on 
Watauga L., Tenn. {RK}. 

Bitterns are rarely reported in this Region so records of Am. 
Bitterns from Titusville, Pa., Aug. 2 {RFL}, Fishersville, Va., 
Sept. 28 {SR}, Murray, Ga., Sept. 17 (HD}, Carter L., Ga., Nov. 
10 {JD}, Union, Tenn., Oct. 24-26 (fide CN}, Tellico L., Tenn., 
Nov. 16 {CN}, and P.I.S.P., Oct. 14 (DF} & 18 (LS} were of interest. 
Least Bitterns were seen at P.I.S.P., Aug. 7-Sept. 7 {JM}, at 
Hendersonville, N.C., Aug. 19-24 {DM), and at Fishersville, 
Va., Sept. 28 {SR}. Great Egrets were widely reported and were 
in about normal numbers for the fall. The only reports of Snowy 
Egrets came from Anstin Springs, Tenn., Oct. 6 (RK} and State 
College, Pa., Oct. 25, for the latest local record (HH}. Little Blue 
Herons were seen in Erie, Pa., Sept. 9 {RSt}, E.B.F.H., Tenn., 
through Aug. 6 {CN, LF}, and Douglas L., Tenn., Aug. 3 and 
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Sept 6 (JK) A Cattle Egret was seen at Austin Springs, Tenn, 
Sept. 13 (RK) and several were present at Stuart's Draft, Va., 
Aug. 13-Nov. 10 (YL, RS). 

An ad. White Ibis was at Pittsburgh Aug. 12 for the 2nd w. 
Pennsylvania record (LC), and one was seen at Salem, Va., 
Nov. 26 (PSp). Glossy Ibises were present at P.I.S.P., Oct. 4, 
providing the 2nd fall record there (JM, DF), and at Roanoke, 
Va., Nov. 3-5 (MD). 

WATERFOWL -- Few reporters commented on the overall 
status of waterfowl. It would appear that the flight was gen- 
erally poor, but that some unusual counts were made locally. 
In the Elizabethton, Tenn., area a cold snap produced an un- 
precedented influx of waterfowl Nov. 11-14 and local observers 
recorded 20 species, most in good numbers. On Nov. 12 the 
Tussey Mr., Pa., hawkwatch station counted 1000 Tundra 
Swans and 1600 Snow Geese flying past (TD). 

The outstanding record was of a group of three Fulvous 
Whistling-Ducks at Fishersville, Va., Oct. 25 (SR). Tundra 
Swans were widely reported, even as far s. as Boone L., Tenn. 
Nov. 12, but the only great concentration reported was near 
Johnstown, Pa., where "several thousand" occurred in early 
November (TD). Mute Swans were seen in Warren, Pa., Sept. 
I (WH) and Botetourt, Va., Oct. 30-Nov. 2 (BK, BH, MD). A 
Greater White-fronted Goose was seen at Mosquito Lake S.P., 
O, Oct. 19-Nov. 30 (ph. CB). Unusually early were Snow Geese 
at B.E.S.P., Sept. 20-28 (CH, HH). Twenty-seven were seen in 
one day from the hawkwatch at Rockfish Gap on the Blue 
Ridge (fide RS). Other reports came from Pymatuning L., Pa., 
Oct. 27 (RFL, ML), Cave Run L., Ky., Nov. 29 (BA), and Carter 
L., Ga., Nov. 16 [fide HD). The Canada Goose population at 
Pymatuning L. increased up to 12,000 on Nov. 12 (RFL). Else- 
where the numbers were good although it becomes more and 
more difficult to separate wild populations from the semi-do- 
mesticated ones. 

Some noteworthy numbers for this Region were: 40 N. 
Shovelers in Westmoreland, Pa., Oct. 5 (E & MWa); 40 • Can- 
vasbacks at Somerset L., Pa., and 2000 Corn. Goldeneyes at 
Pymatuning L., Nov. 22 (ML, RFL). The only reports of Surf 
Scoters came from P.I.S.P., where up to five were seen from 
Oct. 18 to Nov. 30 (JM, LS) and from B.E.S.P., Nov. 5 (CS). The 
usually rare Black Scorer was reported from 5 locations: P.I.S.P., 
Nov. 11-30 (JM), Pymatuning L., Nov. 30 (RFL), Bakersville, 
Pa. (picked up on the highway moribund), Nov. 8 (fide RCL, 
RM), East Liverpool, O., Nov. 3-5 (DSt, NL), and Boone L., 
Tenn., Nov. 11 (RK), the latter furnishing the first e. Tennessee 
record. The White-winged Scorer, usually the most common 
of the three, was found at P.I.S.P., Oct. 18 to end (JM), Latrobe, 
Pa., Nov. 10 (GR), L. Arthur, Pa., Nov. 6 (MG, BSt), Fishersville, 
Va., Oct. 30-Nov. 5 (SR), and Boone L., Tenn., Nov. 14 (RK). 

RAPTORS -- Organized hawk watching was carried out at 
7 stations that reported (several other known stations submitted 
no report), and the results were mixed. Hanging Rock, W. Va., 
had its 2nd-best year with 5629 birds (GH); East River Mr., W. 
Va., had the best numbers since 1974 of Ospreys, Sharp- 
shinned Hawks, and Am. Kestrels (JP); and Rockfish Gap listed 
34,191 birds (YL). 

Ospreys were reported in unusually good numbers, and not 
all of these were from the lookouts. A count of 36 Sept. 30 at 
Tuscarora Mr., Pa,, was noteworthy (CG). An Am. Swallow- 
tailed Kite was seen near Chattanooga, Tenn., Aug. 19-28 
(m.ob.), and two were present in McDowell, N.C., Aug. 1-Sept. 
3 (RR). There were reports of 49 Bald Eagles from 19 locations 
throughout the Region with a season's count of 11 at Tuscarora 
Mr., Pa. (CG). At Rockfish Gap, Va., on the Blue Ridge, 159 N. 
Harriers were recorded (YL). The Sharp-shinned Hawk flight 
was generally good with 218 at Hanging Rock, W. Va. (GH), 
268 at Bald Eagle Mr., Pa. (JPe), and 3644 at Rockfish Gap, 509 
of these Oct. 4 (YL). While 3 records of N. Goshawk came from 
the lookout on Bald Eagle Mr. (JPe), all other reports were from 
the lowlands: Colyet L., Pa., Aug. 7 (ES), Allegheny, Pa., Aug. 
31 (PH), Henderson, N. C., Sept. 8 (JY), P.I.S.P., Sept. 21 (JM) 

and Nov 26 (RSt), and Tlona, Pa, Nov 3 (DW) The two August 
reports were very early, and suggested nestings in those areas 
The Broad-winged Hawk flight had mixed results, being poor 
at Tussey Mt., Pa. (TD) and Allegheny Front, W. Va. (NL), but 
excellent at Hanging Rock, W. Va., with 5991 birds (GH), and 
at Rockfish Gap with 27,783 for the season, 11,783 of these 
Sept. 16 (YL). Rough-legged Hawks were more common than 
usual and were seen as far south as Pendleton, W. Va. (R.B C ), 
and Highland, Va. (LT). 

S.A. 

What has happened to the Golden Eagle, and from 
where are they coming? Not too many years ago it was 
notable to see one in this Region. But we have had a 
steady increase for several years, and this year a total 
of well over 100 birds from 15 locations was reported 
These locations, which extended from Bald Eagle Mt, 
Pa., to Roan Mr. and G.S.M.N.P., Tenn., and the high- 
lands of North Carolina, included all the organized hawk 
watches and several other places as well. High counts 
for the season were 50 at Bald Eagle Mr. (JPe), 30 at 
Tussey Mr., Pa. (TD), and 25 at Tuscarora Mr., Pa. (CG) 
On Nov. 13, Bald Eagle Mt. counted 18 and Tussey Mt 
counted 11. One was caught in a bobcat trap in Green- 
brier, W. Va., Nov. 3, banded and released (JCr). 

Nineteen Merlins were reported from 9 different locations, 
including eight for the season at Rockfish Gap, Va. (YL). The 
Peregrine Falcon was also in unusually good numbers with 29 
birds reported from 14 locations. At Tuscarora Mr., Pa, 10 
were seen for the season with six on Sept. 30 (CG). A Peregrine 
that had been banded at Sondre Stromfjord, West Greenland, 
on July 29 was picked up injured near Charleston, W. Va., Oct 
24 (W.V.D.N.R.). 

CRANES AND SHOREBIRDS -- A Sandhill Crane was 

present remarkably early near Front Royal, Va., Aug. 27-Sept 
3 (RSi), and two were seen at Troutville, Va., Oct. 21 (BK) 
More expected were the 200 at the Ch.N.F., Ga., Nov. 4, and 
the four at Dalton, Ga., Nov. 19 (HD). 

The contrasting conditions of high water levels in L. Erie 
and dried-up ponds in the Shenandoah Valley and e. Tennessee 
were not conducive to good shorebirding. However, at State 
College, Pa., a lake partially drained for maintenance produced 
some good results. American Avocets were at Kingston, Term, 
Aug. 11 (v.o.), and Douglas L., Tenn., Nov. 1 (JK). Lesser Golden- 
Plovers were reported from P.I.S.P., up to 11, Sept. 20-Oct 4 
(JM), Salem, O., Aug. 20 (WB), and Lyndhurst, Va., Sept 27 
(MH). Black-bellied Plovers were at Austin Springs, Tenn., Aug 
8 (RK), B.E.S.P., Aug. 22 (MW), Colyet L., Pa., Sept. 5 (DP) & 
27 (M & PLo), and Guilford L., O., Nov. 3 (WB). Oddly, neither 
plover appeared at Pymatuning L., Pa. (RFL). A Piping Plover 
was at E.B.F.H., Aug. 25 (LF). 

Willets were seen at P.I.S.P., Aug. 17-19 (SS, JHS) and Roans 
Creek, Tenn., Aug. 8 (RK). As many as five Whimbrels were 
at P.I.S.P., Aug. 2-Sept. 7 (m.ob.), and this area also produced 
records of HudsonJan Godwit on Oct. 4 & 18 (JM, DF). A Hud- 
sonian Godwit was also seen in the Pymatuning area Nov 2 
(MV). Several Ruddy Turnstones were at Roanoke, Va., Sept 
3-6 (MD), Kingston Steam Plant, Tenn., Aug. 9 (FB), and 
E.B.F.H., Aug. 10 (B & JC). Sanderlings at B.E.S.P., Aug. 25 (MW), 
State College, Pa., Sept. 20 (JPe), and Stuart's Draft, Va., Aug 
20 (YL) were unusual. Baird's, Western, and White-rumped 
sandpipers were more common than usual. A Purple Sandpiper 
was at P.I.S.P., Nov. 8 (BS, F & BH). Stilt Sandpipers were at 
P.I.S.P., Aug 24 (JS) and Sept. 11 (JM); Colyet L., Pa., Sept 6- 
21 for the 3rd local record (JPe); Jonesboro, Tenn., Aug. 7 (RK), 
and Kingston Steam Plant, Tenn., Aug. 23 (AH et al.). The Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper was reported from P.I.S.P., Sept. 6 (F & 
BH). Presque Isle also produced a Wilson's Phalarope Aug 29 
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Juvenile Baird' s Sandpiper at North Branch, Allegan y Co., Md., 
Sept. 12, 1986. The very long-winged profile is evident in this 
view. Photo/R.F. Ringler. 

& 30 (JM) and the only records for Red Phalaropes, Sept. 7, 
about a month early (KA) and Oct. 20 (SS). A Wilson's Phalarope 
was also at Lyndhurst, Va., Aug. 2 (SR). Red-necked Phalaropes 
were reported from Yellow Creek S.P., Pa., Aug. 28 MHi), 
Shenango Res., Pa., Sept. 6 (T & NM), Latrobe Res., Pa., Oct. 
19 (TV, M & EWa), Pymatuning L., Nov. 23 (SF), and Douglas 
L., Tenn., Sept. 6 (JK). 

GULLS AND TERNS- Laughing Gulls were seen at 
B.E.S.P., Sept. 13 (MW}, Botetourt, Va., Nov. 2 (MD}, and Mos- 
quito Lake S.P., O., Nov. 16 (CB}. Three Little Gulls were seen 
at P.I.S.P. (JM et al.}. Bonaparte's Gulls were reported from 
Phillipsburg, Pa., Aug. 4 (MW}, Lock Haven, Pa., Sept. 29 (PS}, 
Bowan, Ky., no date given (BA}, and Pymatuning L., Pa., 150 
on Oct. 27 (RFL}. The Ring-billed Gull population at Pyma- 
tuning was estimated at 15,000 on Nov. 22 (RFL}. An ad. Lesser 
Black-backed Gull was at P.I.S.P., Sept. 27 (J & BB} and one in 
winter plumage Oct. 2 & 4 could have been the same bird (JM}. 
A Black-legged Kittiwake was at P.I.S.P., Nov. 30 (SS et al.}. 

Caspian Terns were reported from Colyet L., Pa., Sept. 5 
(JPe} and L. Arthur, Pa., Sept. 12 (MHi}. Forster's Terns are 
being reported more often than Com. Terns, and while this 
may be the "Rarity Syndrome" it would appear that they are 
increasingin our Region. At P.I.S.P., 20 Forster's were observed, 
and this was only slightly fewer than the number of Com. 
Terns (JM}. There were 5 reports of Forster's Terns from 3 
areas near Elizabethton, Tenn. (GE}, and they were reported 
from Fort Loudon, Pa. (CG}, Partort, Va., Sept. I (CK}, Hen- 
dersonville, N.C., Aug. 19 (DM}, and Asheville, N.C., Nov. 17 
(RY}. There was a late report of a Least Tern at P.I.S.P., May 
28 (DF}, and one was seen in Floyd, Ky., Sept. 13 (FB}. 

DOVES THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS--A Common 
Ground-Dove was seen at P.I.S.P., Oct. 19, for the first w. 
Pennsylvania record (SS}. Both species of cuckoo were uncom- 
mon. The only reports of Com. Barn-Owls came from Clarks- 
ville, Pa., where one was heard calling in the daytime Oct. 23 
(RB), and from Jefferson, W. Va., where juveniles were seen 
on the rather late date of Oct. 18 (GC). A Snowy Owl was at 
P.I.S.P., Nov. 10 (B & F/I). One or two Short-eared Owls were 
at P.I.S.P., Oct. 25-Nov. 7 (JM et al.). A large concentration of 
Short-eared Owls was found in the extensive grasslands of the 
recovered strip-mine areas of Clarion, Pa., from about Oct. 15 
to the end of the period. An estimate made on Nov. 2 was that 
75-100 were present (WF). Northern Saw-whet Owls were on 
Tussey Mt., Pa., where they had been reported earlier, on Aug. 
7 and Oct. 7 (JPe). 

There were no reports of great concentrations of Com. 
Nighthawks, although the species was widely reported. There 
were several reports of Chimney Swifts still present in early 
October. The 169 Ruby-throated Hummingbirds banded at 
P.N.R. was 159% above average (RM, RCL). At A.F.M.O., 178 
hummingbirds were netted and released unhanded, and on 
September 6, no fewer than 223 hummingbirds were observed 
to fly by the station (GAH). A • Rufous Hummingbird {ph.) 
was at a feeder in Henderson, N.C., from Nov. 3 to the end of 
the period {RR}. 

WOODPECKERS THROUGH WRENS--During the 
banding season 13 Red-headed Woodpeckers were seen flying 
by A.F.M.O., including five at the hawkwatch station Sept. 26 
(GAH). Other reports came from Mountour, Pa. (SSt), Highland, 
Va. (LT), Vienna, W. Va. (LR), East River Mt., W. Va. (JP), Fair- 
view, N.C. (RY), and 2 locations near Knoxville (fide CN). Hairy 
Woodpeckers were thought to be in low numbers at Lock 
Haven, Pa. (PS), but at Morgantown, W. Va., they seem to have 
made a slight recovery (GAH). 

Olive-sided Flycatchers were seen in Centre, Pa., Aug. 21 
(TS, RH), P.I.S.P., Aug. 21 and Sept. 16 (JIM), Murray, Ga., Aug. 
28 (HD), and Fort Loudon, Pa., Sept. 5 (CG), but for the first 
time in 7 years none was banded at P.N.R. (RCL, RM). At P.N.R., 
E. Wood-Pewees and Acadian, Yellow-bellied, and Traill's fly- 
catchers were banded in slightly above-average numbers but 
the Least Flycatcher was below average (RM, RCL). For only 
the 2nd time in 10 years no Yellow-bellied Flycatchers were 
banded at A.F.M.O. (GAH), and there was only one sighted in 
the State College, Pa., area. A Western Kingbird was at Colyer 
L., Pa., Sept. 5 (DP, AS). 

A Bank Swallow at Colyer L., Pa., Sept. 18 (JPe) and a Cliff 
Swallow at B.E.S.P., Sept. 13 (CH) were somewhat late, but 
one or possibly two Barn Swallows sighted at P.I.S.P., Nov. 2 
& 9 were very late ORKo). A group of 200 imm. Purple Martins 
at P.I.S.P., Sept. 8 was good news (F & BH), and a very good 
nesting season was reported from Elizabethton, Tenn. (GE). 

There were several lowland sightings of Corn. Ravens in the 
Elizabethton, Tenn., area (GE), and ravens occurred near 
Brasstown Bald, Ga., Aug. 10 (MO). There were several records 
at Lock Haven, Pa. (CH), several reports from Warren, Pa. (WH, 
TG), and one at Spruce Creek, Pa., Oct. 14 (SG). A large flock 
of about 100 Fish Crows was seen near State College, Pa., Nov. 
30 (HH). 

There was no evidence of any major S flight of Black-capped 
Chickadees, and the flight of Red-breasted Nuthatches was 
only moderate. At Pittsburgh, the flight of Brown Creepers 
was the best in a decade (PH). The Carolina Wren apparently 
had a good nesting season and was in good numbers going into 
the winter with some reports even from Erie, Pa. (JM). Sedge 
Wrens were reported from Botetourt, Va., Sept. 23 (YL), Austin 
Springs, Tenn., Sept. 14 & 15 and Oct. 9 (RK), and Kingsport, 
Tenn., on the late date of Nov. 1 (RP). Marsh Wrens were re- 
ported from the State College, Pa., area Oct. I (ES) & 10 (CS), 
Fort Necessity, Pa. (RSt, DK), Austin Springs, Tenn., Oct. 7 
(RK), Kingsport, Tenn., Oct. 30 and Nov. I (RP), Knox, Tenn., 
Oct. 11 (BS), and TeIlico L., Tenn., Nov. 2 (CN et al.). 

KINGLETS THROUGH WARBLERS -- Both kinglet spe- 
cies staged very good fall flights. At P.N.R., the Golden-crowned 
was handled in numbers 105% above normal and the Ruby- 
crowned 68% above normal {RCL, RM}, and at A.F.M.O., both 
species were handled in record numbers. There were several 
early September records for the Golden-crowned. Rather than 
early migrants these may indeed have represented new breed- 
ing areas for this expanding species, and I suggest a followup 
at these locations next summer. 

If the kinglets are booming, the Cathar•s thrushes seem to 
be in trouble. At P.N.R., the Hermit Thrush was in average 
numbers, but the Veery and the Gray-cheeked were in below- 
average numbers and the Swainsoh's Thrush was in the poorest 
numbers ever, with only 86 banded {RM, RCL}. At A.F.M.O., 
results were similar, with Swainsoh'S Thrush in better numbers 
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than in 1984 and 1985 but still 15% below average (GAH). The 
reports from field birders also noted low numbers of Swainson's 
Thrushes, although a massive night flight was observed at 
Cumberland, Md., Sept. 13, with none seen the next day (RRi). 
More cheerful news was the report of 161 E. Bluebirds fledged 
from 36 boxes in Augusta, Va. (RS). 

A N. Mockingbird at Girard, Erie, Pa., Oct. 19 was noteworthy 
as being well north of its usual range (JBx). There were some 
large concentrations of Cedar Waxwings at some places, as for 
example the 2000 that flew past the Rockfish Gap, Va., hawk- 
watch on one day (fide RS). There were 3 reports of N. Shrikes: 
Butler, Pa., Nov. 16 (PH), Erie N.W.R., Pa., Nov. 12 (DS), and 
P I.S.P., Nov. 26 (JM). The reports of Loggerhead Shrikes were 
concbntrated as usual in the Great Valley from Augusta and 
Rockingham, Va., where a population of 15 was estimated (KF), 
to Elizabethton, Tenn. Outside of this area reports came from 
Murray, Ga. (HD), and L. Arthur, Pa. (MG). 

Philadelphia Vireos were reported more commonly than 
usual, and Solitary Vireos were unusually common. A novelty 
was the sight of wave after wave of Solitary Vireos crossing 
the mountain at Craggy Garden, N.C., Sept. 21 (RY). 

There were the usual mixed reports on the warbler flight. 
Most field birders reported an average to slightly better-than- 
average flight. The banding station at Norris, Tenn., had a poor 
flight (CN), P.N.R. had an average flight (RCL), and A.F.M.O. 
had an above-average flight (GAH). At P.N.R., 11 species were 
handled in above-average numbers, four in average numbers, 
and seven in below-average numbers, while at A.F.M.O. 13 
species were above average, five average, and only one below. 
Only five species, Nashville, Black-throated Green, Blackpoll, 
Am. Redstart, and Wilson's, were above average at both P.N.R. 
and A.F.M.O. The reports of field birders from various areas 
showed similar contradictions, but all stations agreed that 
Wilson's Warbler was in above-normal numbers. The Orange- 
crowned Warbler was reported from more places than usual. 
A Yellow-rumped Warbler was at Linville Falls, N.C., Aug. 12 
(DM). While not thought to be a breeding bird there, the early 
date suggests breeding not too far away. A Yellow-throated 
Warbler at B.E.S.P., Sept. 20 provided the first local fall record 
(HH, CS). Pine Warblers are seldom reported in the fall but 
there were numerous reports this year. 

CARDINALINES THROUGH FRINGILLIDS -- At Pitts- 
burgh, Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were in extremely low num- 
bers (PH), while at P.N.R., the bandings were 18% below av- 
erage (RM, RCL), but at A.F.M.O., bandings were 35% above 
average. A Black-headed Grosbeak killed itself on a window 
in late September near Milepost 176 on the Blue Ridge Park- 
way, Va. (HS). 

A Lark Sparrow was at Daleville, Va., Oct. 12 & 13 (JV et 
al.). Henslow's Sparrows were reported from Lycoming, Pa., 
Aug. 10 (SSt), Daleville, Va., Oct. 11 (IV[D, BK) and Lyndhurst, 
Va., Nov. 8, for a new county record (SR). There were 2 records 
of Le Conte's Sparrows, Stuart's Draft, Va., Sept. 11 (SR), and 
Rockingham, Va., Oct. 11 JR.B.C.). There was an excellent flight 
of Fox Sparrows at Pittsburgh (PH), and at P.N.R., bandings 
were up 84% (RCL, RM), but at Morgantown this species 
and, very strangely, Song Sparrows were almost absent (GAH). 
The flight of White-throated Sparrows was generally on the 
poor side. A Harris' Sparrow was found near Rome, Ga., Nov. 
21 (JG). The only reports of Lapland Longspurs came from 
P.I.S.P., from Sept. 20 (early) to Nov. 16 (JM et al.), and Py- 
matuning, Pa., Nov. 13 (ML). Snow Buntings were reported 
from n. and c. Pennsylvania and n.e. Ohio, where they are 
usually found, but four flying past the Tuscarora Mr. hawk- 
watch Oct. 16 (CG) and others near Canaan Valley, W. Va., 
Nov. I (R.B.C.) and Shenandoah Mt., Va., Nov. 2 (R.B.C.) were 
well south of the normal range. Concentrations of 350 Bobol- 
inks in Butler, Pa., Aug. 31 (GW) and 100+ near Kingsport, 
Tenn., Sept. 18 (RP) were noteworthy. 

The Red Crossbill population in the southern mountains 
seems to be booming. A nest was found at Highlands, N.C, in 
late July, and young birds were seen in September (DM) and 
other birds were in the general locality. A family group was 
seen on Roan Mr., Tenn., July 12 (T.O.S.). Fall reports also 
came from Ch.N.F., Nov. 13 & 18 (HD), the Blue Ridge near 
.Dalton, Ga., Nov. 13 (JJ), and Unaka Mt., Tenn., Oct. 24 (RP) 
as well as the usual locations on Shenandoah Mt., Va. It is 
probable that all these records refer to the s. Appalachian pop- 
ulation, and that the only record of northern (or western) birds 
came from Bald Eagle Mr., Nov. 28 (JPe). Reports of Corn. Red- 
polls came from 2 widely separated locations: P.I.S.P., Nov 26 
(JM) & 27 (SS), and Pipestem S.P., W. Va., Oct. 26 (JP). 

Pine Siskins were staging a moderately heavy flight with 
good numbers at many places starting in mid-October. Evening 
Grosbeaks were in small numbers but by the end of November 
small flocks had appeared at most places. It did not seem to 
be a major invasion. Most unusual was the Evening Grosbeak 
at Warren, Pa., Aug. 26 and Sept. 15 (DD). 

EXOTICS -- An apparently ill flamingo (sp.?) was seen at 
Rockingham, Va., Oct. 10 & 11 (R.B.C.). A swan-goose mated 
with a Canada Goose and raised a brood at Guilford L, O 
(WB). A Yellow-headed Parrot was seen at State College, Pa, 
Nov. 12 (MW). 
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WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION 

Daryl D. Tessen 

ugust had alternating periods of warm and cool weather, with average precipitation. The exception 
was Milwaukee, which received 7 inches in several hours, 
causing localized flooding. September was unbelievably 
wet Regionwide. Repeated rainfalls of up to 13 inches 
within 24 hour periods were recorded. Flooding occurred 
m various parts of the Region. October entered warm but 
quickly changed to cooler, drier conditions. The exception 
was Michigan, where excessive rainfall continued. The first 
two-thirds of November was record cold. Several cold/ 
Arctic fronts moved through the Region, producing tem- 
peratures around zero, strong winds, and wind chills of 
-10 ø to -40 ø (!), unheard of for this time of the season. 
Snowfall was above average during this period with one 
particularly strong storm passing through Wisconsin. The 
last one-third of the month saw a return to normal, even 
above-normal temperatures, and drier conditions. 

The fall migration was very early. Passerine movement 
was already occurring in late July. During August the in- 
tensity increased and continued unabated into September. 
It was difficult to analyze the migration during September, 
as weather conditions were so poor, but comments from 
observers indicated a continuation of the rapid exodus 
southward. The extreme cold of early November induced 
the majority of remaining birds to migrate, so by late No- 
vember birding was discouragingly quiet. 

The passerine movement, like last fall, was good. Hawk 
and shorebird migrations were unusually poor. Finches 
again proved variable with the key being that the few spe- 
cies that were quite plentiful did not linger in decent num- 
bers, suggesting yet another in a series of finchless winters. 

Rarities were disappointingly few with most proving un- 
cooperative. Highlights included Mississippi Kite, Clark's 
Nutcracker, Rock Wren, and McCown's Longspur for Min- 
nesota, Black-necked Stilt, Mew Gull, and Curve-billed 
Thrasher for Wisconsin, and Ross' Goose and Least Tern 
for Michigan. 

ABBREVIATIONS- Place names in italics are counties. 

LOONS THROUGH IBISES-- Few Red-throated Loons 
were found this fall. A Pacific Loon was in St. Paul Oct. 10- 
22 (m.ob.). Minnesota has had about 12 previous records. Late 
grebes included a Horned at Madison into December (PA) and 
a Red-necked Nov. 17 in Ozaukee (SS), both Wisconsin. In 
Michigan single Eared Grebes were seen Oct. 13-19 at Dow 
Ponds (RW, TW, GK), Oct. 19-21 at Coopersville Ponds (JM, 
BB, SM, JG) and Oct. 25 at Baw Beese L. (JR). One was in 
Milwaukee at the Coast Guard Impoundment between Sept. 
18-Oct. 19 (m.ob.). The summering W. Grebe at Horicon N.W.R. 
remained into August (SS et al.). There was a surprising number 
of Am. White Pelican sightings in Wisconsin and Michigan. 
Three were at Hoticon N.W.R. late August to early September 
(DT, JB et al.), five were at LaCrosse Aug. 28 (FL), two were 
flying with migrating hawks along the Mississippi R. in Grant 
Sept. 27 (ST), one was in Milwaukee Oct. 8-10 (BC, JF et al.), 
and eight were in Superior Oct. 11 (RJ). For Michigan single 
birds were at the Muskegon Wastewater System Aug. 24 (DJe, 
MH) and in Midland Aug. 23-24 (TW, CF, GK). 

A Great Egret found dead in Duluth during early September 
was north of its normal range (fide KE). Snowy and Cattle 
egrets were found in Taylor, Wis., during mid-August (TR). 
Cattle Egrets were also at Green Bay and Madison during Au- 
gust In Michigan birds were found in Bay Aug. 19 (CF, TW) 
and m Marquette Nov. 5 (RS). The Tricolored Heron that sum- 

roered at Agassiz N.W.R. remained until late August. Late was 
a Green-backed Heron Nov. i in Dane, Wis. (JS). Single Yellow- 
crowned Night-Herons were seen in Milwaukee during Sep- 
tember and early October (m.ob.). A Plegadis ibis was found 
at Goose Pond, Columbia, Wis., during late September and 
early October (m.ob.). 

WATERFOWL THROUGH CRANES--Tundra Swan 

peaks included 10,000+ at Weaver and Winona, Minn., 3000 
at LaCrosse, and 2500 at Shiawassee N.W.R. Ross' Geese were 
found in Michigan with two Oct. 5 at the Kellogg Bird Sanc- 
tuary (JJ) and two Oct. 25 at Allegan State Game Area (JK) 
Canada Geese arrived earlier than normal with major move- 
ments noted especially during early October. Peak numbers 
were similar to last year. A • Eurasian Wigeon spent Oct. 4- 
early November at Wood L. in the Twin Cities (m.ob.). An 
eider (sp.) was observed Nov. I in Bay, Mich. (RW). Two Har- 
lequin Ducks were found in Minnesota. One was at Grand 
Mardis Oct. 18-Nov. 2 (m.ob.). The other was at the unusual 
site of Austin, in a creek near the Iowa border, Nov. 17 into 
December (m.ob.). The Brassers had one in the Sheboygan 
(Wis.) harbor .Nov. 8-9. Very early was an Oldsquaw Aug. 16 
at Grand Mardis, Mich. (JG). Inland sightings included Free- 
born, Minn., •hd Chippewa, Wis. Early scoter sightings in- 
cluded White-winged Aug. 16 at Grand Mardis, Mich. (JG), 
and 27 Blacks Aug. 27 in Ozaukee, Wis. (BC). The main scorer 
migration was slightly late and at best average. 

Minnesota had its 3rd and 4th Mississippi Kite records with 
an Aug. 19 sighting in Fillmore (AP) and one Sept. 23 in Duluth 
(LE). Unusually late were 3 Osprey sightings in Wisconsin 
Nov. 4 in Taylor (TR) and Nov. 9 at Cedar Grove (DB) and 
Ozaukee (JB). North of normal range were Red-shouldered 
Hawks in Itasca Sept. 18 (TL) and Duluth Oct. 20 and Nov. 10 
(KE, M & DE). Very late was a Broad-winged Hawk Nov. 6 •n 
Taylor, Wis. (TR), with one found Nov. 23 in Shawano, Wls 
(fide MP) dying 2 days later. Hawk Ridge tallied 16,500 Broad- 
wingeds Sept. 18 (fide KE). A Swainson's Hawk was noted Sept 
12 at the Cedar Grove hawk station (DB). Early Rough-legged 
Hawk sightings included Sept. 2 in BaySeld (AR), Sept. 18 •n 
Taylor (TR) and Sept. 19 in Door (R & CL), all Wisconsin. Th•s 
fall's flight of Rough-leggeds in Wisconsin and Minnesota was 
very good. Golden Eagle sightings in Wisconsin included Oct 
3 and Nov. 12 at Cedar Grove (DB), a dead bird (shot) Nov 6 
in Shawano (fide MP), and two Nov. 11 in Ashland (SS). The 
Merlin flight in Wisconsin and Minnesota was excellent, com- 
ing earlier than usual. Likewise the Peregrine Falcon flight •n 
all 3 states was again very good. A Prairie Falcon returned for 
the 5th consecutive year to Rothsay Wildlife Area, Minn. It 
was first noted Oct. 16 (TT). The hawk flight this fall in both 
Minnesota and Wisconsin was poor. For example, Hawk Ridge 
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talhed only 35,000-t- for the season, one of thmr poorest ever 
The mmn negative factor was the poor weather that prevafied 
especially during September. 

Ring-necked Pheasant numbers showed a decline•in Min- 
nesota and Wisconsin. A Yellow Rail was seen Sept. 23 at Fish 
Pt., Mich. (JZ). A King Rail was at Nayanquing Pt., Mich., Aug. 
19 (TW). Late was a Sandhill Crane Nov. 26 in Dane, Wis. (JS). 

SHOREBIRDS -- An Oct. 19 Semipalmated Plover at Du- 
luth (KE) was late. Killdeer concentrations included 350 Aug. 
27 in Marathon (K & JL) and 380+ Nov. 9 in Ozaukee (BC), 
both Wisconsin. Wisconsin had one of its few records for the 
Black-necked Stilt when two were discovered at Horicon 

N.W.R. in mid-August. The birds were seen intermittently into 
early September (ph. Horicon staff, SS, DT). Late Greater Yel- 
lowlegs included Nov. 7 in Eau Claire (JP) and Burnett (JS), 
Wis. Willets observed at Manitowoc, Wis., included seven Aug. 
6 (CS) and one Aug. 22 (DT). In Michigan one was at Nayan- 
quing Pt., Aug. 19 (TW). Also at Manitowoc was a Whimbrel 
Aug. 4 (CS). Single Whimbrels stayed at 2 Duluth sites Sept. 
4-27 and Sept. 9-23 (m.ob.). A Hudsonian Godwit was at Beaver 
Bay, Minn., Sept. 10 (SW, MS) and Pt. Mouille, Mich., Aug. 22 
(JR). Two flocks of Marbled Godwits were seen in Minnesota, 
the latter group being especially impressive. On Aug. 22, M. 
Hendrickson recorded 25 at Duluth, but on Aug. 12, J. Peterson 
and Shedd had 150 in Dakota. One was observed in Michigan 
•n Midland Sept. 3 (RW, TW, CF). 

Red Knots were recorded at several Wisconsin sites, includ- 
ing three inland. A single W. Sandpiper was at Erie Marsh 
Aug. 22 (JR) with six at Muskegon S.P., Aug. 23 (DP, JPi). Two 
were noted at Manitowoc Aug. 5 (SS). Several White-rumped 
Sandpipers were recorded in Wisconsin and Michigan, but 
Minnesota had its best fall flight ever, including a record late 
date of Nov. 5 at Duluth (DK). A Purple Sandpiper was ob- 
served with Dunlins at Superior Oct. 15 (RJ). Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper sightings for Michigan included two Aug. 3 in Clin- 
ton (JR), three Sept. 6 at Muskegon (JPo, EH), and one Sept. 
25 in Van Buren (RA). For Wisconsin, 11 were seen Aug. 12 in 
Shawano (DT) and one Aug. 28 at LaCrosse (FL). Late was one 
at Duluth Oct. I [DK). The Oct. 9 Short-billed Dowitcher at 
Duluth represented a record departure date (m.ob.). Red- 
necked Phalaropes were seen in all 3 states. Single Red Phal- 
aropes were found in Michigan at Fort Sheridan Oct. 6 (JG, 
JM) and Muskegon Oct. 18 (JPo, EH, GW). 

LARIDS -- An imm. jaeger (possibly Pomafine) was seen 
at Grand Marais, Mich., Aug. 16 (JG, CG). An ad. jaeger (pos- 
sibly Pomafine) was observed in Ozaukee, Wis., Sept. 10 (BC), 
and an ad. Parasitic was at Superior Sept. 20 (RJ). Duluth had 
Parasitics intermittently between Aug. 2 and Sept. 26, with a 
maximum of four Sept. 11 (m.ob.). There were at least 7 Frank- 
hn's Gull sightings in Wisconsin with 2 in Michigan. However, 
Minnesota recorded a major movement in the s.c. part Oct. 1- 
2 In Faribault 10,000 were noted Oct. 1, with thousands in 
Waseca Oct. 2 (RJa). As usual Little Gulls were recorded along 
the Wisconsin side of L. Michigan during the fall. At Manitowoc 
a maximum of 11 was noted in early August, with the last 
s•ghting in late August (m.ob.). One was found at Kewaunee 
Sept. 8 (SS). Milwaukee had its usual buildup along the lake- 
front (mainly the Coast Guard Impoundment) between Sep- 
tember and November with a maximum of 12 (m.ob.). 

Last spring Wisconsin recorded its first Mew Gulls with two 
•n Milwaukee for several days. Surprisingly, another was found 
this fall for the state's 2nd record. It was discovered by Baugh- 
man at Manitowoc Oct. 30 and was seen later that day by 
Sontag. Unfortunately it could not be located on ensuing days. 
S•ngle Thayer's Gulls were found at St. Joseph Oct. 5 & 12 and 
Nov. 15-16 (JG, JM, JK) and Muskegon Oct. 24 (JPo, GV). An 
early Glaucous Gull was at Manitowoc Sept. 13 (CS) with ad- 
ditional sightings in Crawford Oct. 5 (EM) and at Superior Oct. 
28, with four there Nov. 22+ (RJ). Besides the usual Monroe, 
Mich., sightings, Great Black-backed Gulls were found at Nay- 
anquing Pt., Aug. 23 (RW), Muskegon Oct. 24 (JPo, GV), two 

at Tawas Pmnt S P, Nov 8 (RP, MP), and one •n Bay Nov 22- 
29 (JSw). A Black-legged K•tt•wake was at Port Huron Nov 27 
(JG). Michigan had its 3rd Least Tern record when an •m- 
mature was observed Aug. 17-21 at the Erie Gun Club (EK, JK 
et al.). 

CUCKOOS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS- For the first 

time in several years Snowy Owls appeared in excellent num- 
bers Regionwide. Indications were for a good winter population 
A N. Hawk-Owl Oct. 24 in Roseau, Minn., was early (RG, RJa) 
Minnesota had a total of 6 Great Gray Owl reports from Aitkm 
and St. Louis. In Michigan one was near St. Helen Nov. 17 
(SSm). Very few Long-eared Owls were reported in Michigan 
and Wisconsin. A few Short-eared Owls were also in Michigan, 
but Wisconsin had more sightings than in the past several years 
The unmated • Boreal Owl continued calling until Aug. 7 •n 
Lake, Minn. (SW, MS). One was banded at Duluth Oct. 29 (DE) 
and another was found roosting there Nov. 18 (JN). There were 
several impressive (!) Com. Nighthawk flights this fall. Cam- 
burn counted 16,494 flying over his Duluth yard Aug. 16. In 
Wisconsin "thousands upon thousands" were tallied Sept 4 
in Ozaukee by Cowart. Lesher had "thousands" at LaCrosse 
Sept. 26. Late was an Oct. 2 Whip-poor-will near Moorhead, 
Minn. (L & CF). A • Rufous Hummingbird came to a feeder 
near Zumbro Falls, Minn., Sept. 16-23 (ph. m.ob.). 

WOODPECKERS THROUGH WARBLERS- Northern 
observations of the Red-bellied Woodpecker included Sept 13 
in Duluth (PE) and Nov. 17 at Leech L., Minn. (TK). Black- 
backed Woodpeckers were sighted in more normal numbers 
in the n. one-third of the Region after the record invasion of 
last fall and winter. Late was an Olive-sided Flycatcher Oct. 
5 in Dakota, Minn. (TT). A W. Kingbird was in Duluth Sept 1 
(TS), and one at Grand Marais Nov. 2-3 (KE, K & MH et al ) 
represented Minnesota's latest record. Gray Jays staged a record 
invasion in Minnesota this autumn, especially at Duluth. Be- 
tween mid-September and late October, 470 were counted m•- 
grating through Duluth (m.ob.). The invasion was noted as far 
south as Chisago, Isanti, Washington, Anoka, and Hennepm 
Unexpected was the Clark's Nutcracker that appeared •n 
Austin, Minn., Sept. 13 (DS). South of its range was a Com 
Raven Sept. 19 at Cedar Grove, Wis. (DB). The Boreal Chickadee 
likewise staged a major invasion into Minnesota with impres- 
sive numbers noted. It was seen as far south as St. Paul and 
Lake City. One in Shawano, Wis., Oct. 27 was far s. of its normal 
range (MP). 

A Rock Wren was found by Camburn Oct. 17 in Duluth It 
was seen and photographed by many other birders later that 
day. A Carolina Wren was seen Nov. 17 in Calhoun, M•ch 
(MI, RT). Golden-crowned Kinglet numbers were up in M•n- 
nesota, but average elsewhere. A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Sept 
4 at Duluth (KE) was n. of its normal range. Late thrush sight- 
ings for Minnesota included a Veery Oct. 19 in Hennepin (OJ) 
and a Wood Thrush Oct. 19 in Freeborn (NH). Four Varied 
Thrushes were seen in Minnesota including a very early one 
Oct. 6 at Grand Marais (K & MH). Wisconsin had one Nov. 23-t- 
at Park Falls (fide MHa). Wisconsin had only its 2nd Curve- 
billed Thrasher record when an immature appeared at the 
Hindrickson feeder in Clark Nov. 26. However it was not con- 

firmed until mid-December when it commenced appearing 
regularly at the feeder. Record-early dates for Bohemian Wax- 
wing were established for Wisconsin--Sept. 19 in Ashland (DV) 
and Minnesota--Sept. 30 at Duluth (KE, DM). After the record 
N. Shrike invasion last fall and winter it was surprising to note 
the good numbers in Wisconsin and Michigan this autumn 

Three White-eyed Vireos were in Hillsdale, Mich., Sept 6 
(JR). A late Philadelphia Vireo was in Duluth Oct. 14 (KE) 
Above-normal numbers of Cape May Warblers migrated 
through Wisconsin and Minnesota. One of the Yellow-throated 
Warblers in s. Wisconsin this summer was still present Aug 
2 in Rock (DT). The Bay-breasted Warbler found in Duluth 
Oct. 25 (m.ob.) represented a record departure date. Almost 

92 American Birds, Spnng 1987 



Rock Wren at Duluth, Minn., Oct. 17, 1986. Photo/Kim Eckert. 

as late was the Blackpoll Warbler Oct. 24 in Grand Marais (KE 
e! al.). Very late was a N. Waterthrush Nov. I in Ozaukee, 
Wis. (DT). Single Kentucky Warblers were in East Grand Rapids 
Sept. 19 (JW) and at Kalamazoo Nature Center Sept. 27 (JG). 
Hooded Warblers were in Milwaukee Aug. 29 (WW) and Sept. 
23 (BF). In Michigan they were found at Kalamazoo Nature 
Center Sept. 7 (JM) and at Bloomfield Hills Sept. 18 (JK). 

TANAGERS THROUGH FINCHES--A Rose-breasted 

Grosbeak in Dane, Wis., Nov. 16 (PA) was late. Dickcissels 
were found in Rock (DT) and Fond du Lac (JB), Wis., and in 
Duluth Sept. 29 (JGr) and Oct. 21-23 (KE). The latter set a 
record departure date. Unusually far north were a Field Spar- 
row in Grand Marais Oct. 24 (K & MH) and a Lark Sparrow in 
Duluth Sept. I (TS). Unusual were single Lark Buntings in 
Grand Marais Oct. 19 (K & MH) and Duluth Oct. 28-29 (JN). 
A Sharp-tailed Sparrow was in Manitowoc Oct. I (HK). The 
Harris' Sparrow migration was unusually poor in Wisconsin, 
even in the w. one-half of the state. However, one came to an 
Ashland feeder for 2 months, last seen Nov. 29 (DV). A Mc- 
Cown's Longspur discovered by Egeland and Janssen in Duluth 
Oct. 19 represented only the 2nd record for this century. It 
was seen and photographed by many the following day--last 
seen at sunset being chased by a N. Shrike towards Wisconsin. 
Early was a Lapland Longspur at Horicon N.W.R., Sept. 14 

(JF). Snow Buntings appeared with surprising regularity by 
mid-October in Wisconsin. Impressive flocks included 2000 
Nov. 14 near Muskegon, Mich. (JPo) and 4000 Nov. 17 in Lay- 
fayette, Wis. (RH). An Orchard Oriole was in Milwaukee Sept. 
20 (DH). 

The finch picture proved mixed again this year. A few species 
moved through the Region in excellent numbers, but in most 
cases few lingered. Other species were almost nonexistent this 
fall. Again it looked like a poor finch winter was developing. 
Pine Grosbeaks and White-winged Crossbills were unusually 
scarce Regionwide. Average numbers or slightly below were 
noted for Purple Finch, Red Crossbill, and Evening Grosbeak. 
Common Redpolls, Pine Siskins, and Am. Goldfinches were 
observed in above-average numbers, especially adjacent to the 
Great Lakes. Hundreds to thousands were noted for all three 

species, but only the goldfinch seemed to remain in adequate 
numbers. In mid-November small flocks of both crossbill spe- 
cies were seen migrating along L. Michigan on the Wisconsin 
side. The House Finch continues to increase in Michigan and 
now in Wisconsin. In the latter state, birds came all fall to 
several Milwaukee and Racine feeders. 

CONTRIBUTORS -- Ray Adams, Philip Ashman, Jeff Baugh- 
man, Dan Berger, Bill Bouton, Dave & Margaret Brasser, K. Cam- 
burn, Bill Cowart, Kim Eckert (Minnesota), Paul Egeland. Laura 
Erickson, M & D. Evans, Laurence & Carol Falk, Chip Francke, 
Beth Frank, Jim Frank, Ray Glassel, Cheryl Granlund, Jim Gran- 
lund, Janet Green (JGr), Don Hanbury, Maybelie Hardy (MHa), M. 
Hendrickson (MHe), Mary Hicks, Gary Hindrickson, Ken & Mary 
Hoffman, Randy Hoffman, Nancy Holway, Ernie Hoover, Maybelle 
Isham, Robert Janssen (RJa), Dave Jefferson (Die), Dave Johnson. 
Joe Johnson, Oscar Johnson, Robbye Johnson, Joe Kaplan, Gene 
Kenaga, D. Kienholz, Everett Knapp, Tom Kogut, Harold Koop- 
mann, T. Lamey, Fred Lesher, Ken & Jan Luepke, Roy & Charlotte 
Lukes, Jim Markham, Ed Merz, D. Meyer, Steve Minard, J. New- 
man, ion Peterson (JPe), Mark Peterson, Jeff Pippen (JPi), Marlene 
Planck, Rod Planck, A. Plunkerr, Janine Polk, James Ponshair (JPo), 
David Powell (Michigan), Jack Reinoehl, Tim Risch, Albert Roy, 
T. Savaloja, R. Schuldt, Mary Shedd, D. Smaby, Scott Smith (SSm), 
Charles Sontag, James Surman (JSu), ion Sutton, Scott Swengel, 
Daryl Tessen (Wisconsin), Steve Thiessen, Robert Tompkins, Tom 
Tustison, Gus Van Viet, Dick Verch, Terry Walsh, Ron Weeks, 
George Wickstrom, Steve Wilson, Joan Wolfe, Winnie Woodman- 
see, Jerry Ziarno.--DARYL D. TESSEN, 2 Pioneer Park Place, 
Elgin, IL 60123. 

MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION 

Bruce G. Peterjohn 

f one uses the number of rarities as the measure of a migration, then it was an eventful fall. A surprising 
number and variety of casual and accidental species ap- 
peared in all states. These strays came from many different 
areas of the country and there was no apparent explanation 
for their appearance in this Region. However, if movements 
of the regular migrants are used to measure a season, it 
was not a spectacular fall. The passefine migration was 
particularly disappointing. Migrants were quite evident 
during late August but were reduced to a trickle in Sep- 
tember. The most pronounced flight occurred October 3- 
6, but few migrants were noted during later weeks. Non- 
passerines were better represented but their concentrations 
tended to be very local. 
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Weather across the Region can be summarized in three 
words, wet and warm. Above-normal precipitatmn was 
generally recorded during all months and approached or 
exceeded record levels during September and October in 
many areas. Temperatures were also generally above nor- 
mal in most states. The only unusually cold weather oc- 
curred during mid-November, but temperatures quickly 
rebounded. Unlike previous years, winter weather had yet 
to make an appearance in most areas by the end of No- 
vember. 

ABBREVIATIONS- Spfid. = Springfield, Ill.; O.W.R. = Ot- 
tawa Nat'l Wildlife Ref., O.; M.M.W.A. = Magee Marsh Wildlife 
Management Area, O.; S.C.R. = Squaw Creek Nat'] Wildlife Ref., 
Mo.; Say. Res. = Say]orville Reservoir, Ia. Italicized place names 
are counties. 

LOONS THBOUGH ANHINGA- Red-throated Loons 
returned to normal after last year's influx with one or two at 
a total of 5 locations in Illinois, Ohio, and Indiana Nov. 8-22. 
More Pacific Loons were reported, possibly a result of increased 
observer awareness of a species that may prove to be a rare 
but regular fall migrant through the n. states. Acceptably doc- 
umented records consisted of single immatures at Horseshoe 
L, Ill., Oct. 29-Nov. 8 (BR, tRG, m.ob.) and Say. Res., Nov. 22- 
30 (tRM et al., m.ob.), a 2nd-winter Pacific at Lorain Nov. 22- 
30 for Ohio's 2nd record (tJ, tMG, m.ob.), and an adult at Alton, 
Ill, Now. 18-20 (tCP, tPS, m. ob.). Movements of Com. Loons 
were associated with November cold fronts, producing local 
concentrations of 327 at Say. Res., Nov. I (SD), 220 at Monroe 
Res., Ind., Nov. 2 CMMa), 550 at Port of Indiana, Ind., Nov. 11 
(KM), 236 at Cleveland Nov. 19 (TL), 162-240 at 3 Indiana 
lakes Nov. 27-29, and 357 in Delaware, O., Dec. I (CJ). 

Pied-billed Grebes were reduced from last year with maxima 
of 286 at Say. Res., Ia., Sept. 29 (SD) and 28-103 in the other 
states. The earliest Horned Grebe returned to Iowa Aug. 25. 
Numbers improved somewhat with maxima of 200 at Louisville 
Nov. 3 (BP), 125 along L. Erie, and 37-90 elsewhere. An ex- 
ceptional number of Red-necked Grebes consisted of 5 Iowa, 
2 Ohio, and 2 Illinois reports, Sept. 29-Nov. 24. They are casual 
migrants in Kentucky, where singles were discovered at Jackson 
Oct. 16 (tA & TR) and Barkley L., Nov. 29 (tBP et al.). Few 
Eared Grebes were detected in the w. states, while as many 
as three at 4 locations in Illinois and two in Ohio constituted 
normal numbers for recent years. Seven reports of W. Grebes 
from the w. states included an early migrant at Say. Res., Sept. 
13 (SD). They have recently become regular fall migrants in 
Illinois where one or two were acceptably described at 4 lo- 
cations Oct. 19-Nov. 19. 

An immature N. Gannet at Lorain Nov. 23-27 (tTL, m.ob.) 
provided Ohio's first record since 1983. A flock of 4400 Am. 
White Pelicans at Say. Res., Sept. 21 (SD) was rather large for 
Iowa. They also appeared in good numbers farther east. Six 
Illinois reports included flocks of 65 at Mark Twain N.W.R., 
Oct. 14 (GB) and 22 at Navoo Oct. 15 (RCr). Casual or rare 
migrants in other e. states, singles were discovered in Kentucky 
at Taylorsville L., Aug. 8-13 (CR, BP et al.), Cornith L. in late 
October (RMo), and Louisville Nov. 10 (JC), while one appeared 
at Monroe Res., Ind., Oct. 3 (LS, DW), and Ohio reports consisted 
of one or two at Hoover Res., Sept. 5-8 and Oct. 14-Nov. 8 (CJ, 
TT, m.ob.) and one at L. Cowan Oct. 29-Nov. 1 (fide LG). Dou- 
ble-crested Cormorants were noted in unprecedented numbers. 
Iowa reports included an impressive 2305 at Say. Res., Oct. 14 
(SD) and 600-900 at 3 other lakes, while an estimated 1000+ 
roosted at O.W.R. in September. An Oct. 4 movement along 
L Michigan totalled 367 at Wilmette, Ill. (JL) and 115 at Miller 
Beach, Ind. (KB et al.), and flocks of 450 at Carlyle L., Nov. 8 
(MC) and 354 in Carroll Aug. 21 (SB) were large for inland 
Illinois. Most unexpected was an ad. Olivaceous Cormorant 
observed in the Joliet, Ill., area Aug. 22-Oct. 5 (tJMi, m. ob.). It 
provided the 2nd state record, the first being a specimen col- 
lected in 1878. Anhingas are becoming regular visitors to s.e. 

Missouri as evidenced by one or two near Caruthersville 
through Aug. 28 (iL, CP et al.). 

HERONS THROUGH SPOONBILL- Increased reports 
of both bitterns were encouraging with a maximum of five 
Americans at 17 locations and 16 sightings of Leasts including 
late birds in Buchanan, Mo., Nov. 11 (LGa) and Coles, Ill., Nov 
I (BH). Normal numbers of Great Blue Herons included con- 
centrations of 92-221 in most states. Great Egrets were wide- 
spread only in Illinois, with maxima of 200-300 at 4 locations, 
while 134 at Runnels W.M.A., Aug. 30 (JSi) made a large num- 
ber for Iowa. Good numbers of Snowy Egrets consisted of 11 
reports from all states except Indiana with flocks of 44 at 
Horseshoe L., Ill., Aug. 27 (RG) and 11 in Fremont, Ia., Aug 2 
(RM, SD). Except in s.e. Missouri, Little Blue Herons were rel- 
atively scarce along the Mississippi R. Elsewhere, they ap- 
peared at 15 scattered locations in all states with maxima of 
31 at Havana, Ill., Aug. 17 (RCh) and 20 in s.w. Iowa and n w. 
Missouri. The Tricolored Heron was noted at L. Calumet, Ill, 
through Aug. 3O. Except near their s.e. Missouri nesting col- 
onies, Cattle Egrets were rather scarce for the 2nd consecutive 
fall. Largest concentrations were of 200 at S.C.R., Aug. 23 (L), 
plus 112 in w. Kentucky, 71 in s.w. Iowa, 48 along w. Lake 
Erie, and 46-47 in Illinois. The expected stragglers during No- 
vember were last noted in s. Illinois Nov. 23. Green-backed 
Herons were greatly reduced in most areas. Only Illinois sup- 
ported scattered small flocks with a maximum of 30 at L. Cal- 
umet Aug. 30 (RP). Black-crowned Night-Herons were scarce, 
even in areas where they normally congregate; the largest 
concentration was of 116 in n. Illinois. The 17 reports of Yellow- 
crowned Night-Herons were normal for fall and included 15 
in Fremont, Ia., Aug. I (JF). Unidentified Pleqadis ibises were 
detected in Iowa, Illinois, and Missouri. By far, the most sur- 
prising wader was an imm. Roseate Spoonbill discovered at 
Defiance Sept. 24 (tRE, •DD), establishing the first record for 
Ohio. 

WATERFOWL -- An early Tundra Swan at Sandusky, O, 
Sept. 14 (RH) may have summered locally since the first rin- 
grants did not return until early November. There were strong 
movements along L. Erie Nov. 2 & 11, particularly the latter 
date, when thousands migrated along the entire lakefront and 
throughout n.e. Ohio while 113 appeared on c. Ohio lakes 
This movement was not evident elsewhere along the traditional 
migration corridor, as the largest concentrations totalled 150 
in n.e. Iowa Nov. 15 and 80 in n. Illinois Nov. 5. The few ex- 
tralimital reports included three at Truman Res., Mo., Nov 
23 (WL), two at Ballard W.M.A., Ky., Nov. 30 (BP et al.), and 
one at Horseshoe L., II1., Nov. 6 (PS et al.). Few Greater White- 
fronted Geese were reported in the w. states and there was 
only one Illinois sighting. They are casual fall migrants farther 
east, where nine wandered to Monroe Res., Ind., Oct. 5 (DW 
et al.) and three to Ballard W.M.A., Ky., Nov. 30. In the w 
states where they are expected, Ross' Geese peaked with 11 
at DeSoto N.W.R., Ia., Nov. 11 (RM). They are becoming annual 
migrants through Illinois where one was studied at Spfld., Nov 
23-Dec. 9 (•H, m.ob.). In Kentucky, a Ross' Goose was discov- 
ered among the large flock of Snow Geese at Ballard W.M A, 
Nov. 30 (•BP et al.), providing a first record for the state. The 
species may prove to be regular at that location as well. Last 
year's Brant flight was not repeated, as the only report was of 
a flock of 18 along L. Erie Nov. 4. 

The puddle duck migration was lackluster at best, the only 
notable concentration being of 3500 Green-winged Teal at 
O.W.R., Oct. 5. A • Eur. Wigeon was widely observed in Cook, 
Oct. 12-31 (PW, m.ob.), providing one of few fall records for 
Illinois. Diving ducks were better represented although they 
were also thought to be in low numbers in many areas. The 
expected concentrations at Keokuk, Ia., totalled 10,000 Can- 
vasbacks and 15,000 Lesser Scaup Nov. 2 (RC). King Eiders 
were noted for the 2nd consecutive fall in Iowa where two 
were shot out of a flock of four at Clear L., Nov. 17 (JH, * to 
ISU). The only Great Lakes report was of one at'Chicago Nov 
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Immature male King Eider near Montrose Beach, Chicago, Ill., 
Nov. 29, 1986. Photo/Joe Miloserich. 

24-30 (•m.ob.). Normal numbers of Harlequin Ducks consisted 
of singles at one L. Michigan and 2 L. Erie locations Nov. 4- 
23. Oldsquaws were less numerous than last year with a max- 
imum of 90 along L. Michigan and 12 inland reports from the 
n. states. Scoters were reduced from last year although their 
numbers were still impressive when compared with reports 
from 10 years ago. Black Scoters peaked with 55 on L. Erie and 
13-14 on L. Michigan. Six inland reports from the n. states 
included 3 Iowa sightings with a maximum of six at Diamond 
L., Oct. 31 (DK). Surf Scoter was the most numerous scoter 
this fall with 65 on L. Michigan at Wilmette, Ill., Oct. 18 (JL) 
and a maximum of eight at 23 inland locations in all states 
except Missouri. White-winged Scoters were reported from 15 
inland sites, and 20 on L. Michigan constituted the largest Great 
Lakes flock. ACom. Goldeneye at L. Lemon, Ind., Oct. 10 (LS) 
was early, while three Com. Mergansers at Barkley L., Ky., 
Sept. I (BP) had probably summered locally. 

HAWKS THROUGH CRANES--It was an exceptional 
year for migrating hawks, with substantial movements across 
a broad corridor extending from c. Iowa to n.w. Indiana and 
south through Illinois and Missouri. The only extralimital Black 
Vulture wandered N to Delaware, O., Oct. 23 {KA) while flocks 
of seven at 2 roosts in Taney were indicative of their abundance 
in s.w. Missouri {PMa). Ospreys staged their best movement 
in many years with peaks of six to 15 in all states. As their 
numbers increase, Ospreys are lingering later each fall; singles 
remained through Nov. 20-25 in Illinois, Ohio, and Indiana. 
Two extralimital Mississippi Kites wandered to n.w. Missouri 
at St. Joseph Sept. 21 {L). Bald Eagles continued their steady 
improvement. Seven at O.W.R. in October made a large num- 
ber for Ohio, and the expected larger concentrations were 
noted farther west. The Sharp-shinned Hawk migration 
through Iowa peaked Sept. 21 with 128 in Polk {SD) and 108 
in Marshall (M & BPr), while the largest Illinois movement 
totalled 311 Sept. 28 and 168 Oct. 5 in DuPage (HC et at.) plus 
177 at Carlyle L., Oct. 4 (RG et at.). Inland movements of such 
magnitude are unexpected in this Region. Good numbers of 
Cooper's Hawks were reported and included movements of 37 
in Polk, Ia., Sept. 21 {SD) and 20 at Mississippi Palisades S.P., 
IlL, Sept. 27 {P). An early N. Goshawk at the latter location 
Sept. 27 presaged a very small movement with only 9 reports 
from Iowa, Illinois, and Ohio. 

The Broad-winged Hawk flights conveniently coincided with 
weekends. The largest movements totalled 923 in Marshall, 
Ia., Sept. 21 {M & BPr), 2800 at Mississippi Palisades S.P., Ill., 
Sept. 27 (P), 1800 in Henderson, IlL {MB) and 1500 in Ames, 
Ia., Sept. 28 (SD), and 2178 at Carlyle L., IlL {RG et at.) and 
2000 at Spfid., Oct. 4 (H). In Indiana, reports of 200-220 at 
Dunes S.P., Sept. 17 & 20 {PW, JKe) and 173 at Eagle Creek 

Res., Sept. 20 (CK, TK) were unexpected for fall. An excep- 
tionally late ad. Broad-winged was thoroughly studied at Spfid., 
Nov. 28-30 (•H). As expected, small numbers of Swainsoh's 
Hawks filtered through the w. states with a maximum of 30 
in Woodbury, Ia., Sept. 27 (DT). The only sighting farther e. 
was of an immature at Spfid., Sept. 25 (•H). The largest Red- 
tailed Hawk flights were composed of 78-97 in Iowa and Illinois. 
An early Rough-legged Hawk returned to Iowa Sept. 28, but 
only small numbers were scattered throughout the Region by 
late November. The 7 Golden Eagle sightings in Illinois, Iowa, 
and Missouri made a normal number for fall. Both Merlins 

and Peregrine Falcons were widely reported in numbers that 
surpassed last year's totals. However, Peregrine sightings are 
augmented by captive birds being released in several localities. 
Unlike last year, there were no exceptional flights of either 
species, and the largest movements consisted of five Merlins 
at Wilmette, IlL, Oct. 5 (JL) and seven Peregrines at Mississippi 
Palisades, S.P., Ill., Sept. 27 (P). A dark-phase Gyrfalcon was 
studied at Miller Beach, Ind., on the exceptionally early date 
of Sept. 16 (•KB), providing the first documented record for the 
state. While this early date raises questions on the falcon's 
possible origins, in all likelihood these questions will never be 
conclusively answered. In any event, the bird behaved nor- 
mally as it chased gulls along the lakefront. 

The rail migration was unremarkable. Single Kings were 
discovered in Missouri, Iowa, and Illinois. Soras peaked with 
60 at Sauerheber W.M.A., Sept. 7 (BP), an impressive number 
for Kentucky, and a late migrant remained at Perry, Ia., Nov. 
17 (RM). Normal numbers of Com. Moorhens included a max- 
imum of 31 in n. Illinois plus lingering birds through Oct. 29 
in Kentucky. Unlike ducks, Am. Coots remained plentiful as 
evidenced by 25,000 at S.C.R., Oct. 19 (L). The Sandhill Crane 
migration across n. Illinois peaked Oct. 5 with flocks of 109- 
165. Migrants from Jasper-Pulaski W.M.A., Ind., passed over 
Kentucky and Indiana during November, with a peak of 4596 
near Monroe Res., Ind., Nov. 2 (LS). Two reports from s.w. 
Ohio included a maximum of 75 at L. Cowan Nov. 14-18 (LG), 
and extralimital singles appeared at Say. Res., Nov. 22 (B & 
LPa et al.) and Ballard W.M.A., Ky., Nov. 30 (BP et aL). 

SHOREBIRDS -- The excessive rainfall flooded many tra- 
ditional shorebird areas although local concentrations devel- 
oped in most states. The flight was respectable but generally 
lacked large concentrations. A botulism outbreak at Cleveland 
unfortunately decimated shorebirds migrating along the lake- 
front. Black-bellied Plovers were unusually scarce and Lesser 
Golden-Plovers were reduced from last year with a maximum 
of 188 in Iowa. The latter species lingered through Nov. 16 in 
Iowa, Ia. (LH} and Nov. 22 at Mermet Lake W.M.A., Ill. (DR, 
TF). It was a poor year for migrant Piping Plovers with a 
total of only 4 reports from Ohio and Illinois plus one at Ken- 
tucky L., Ky., Oct. 4 {m.ob.) where they are very rare migrants. 
American Avocets were represented by 17 reports from all 
states except Missouri, constituting a fairly good fall flight. 
The largest flocks appeared in Iowa with 22 at Say. Res., Aug. 
12 (SD) and 13 at the IPL ponds Sept. 23 (B & LPa). One lingered 
at Navoo, IlL, through Nov. 9 {RC). A Greater Yellowlegs in 
DeKalb, Mo., Nov. 23 {LGa) was late, as was a Solitary Sandpiper 
at Spfid., Oct. 27 {H). Willets were rather scarce with only 11 
reports from all states except Kentucky including maxima of 
12 in Iowa and six along L. Erie. The latest Spotted Sandpiper 
remained at Mississippi R. Dam 18, Ia.-Ill., through Nov. 2 
{m.ob.). A normal Whimbrel flight along the Great Lakes com- 
prised 7 sightings from Ohio and Illinois, with maxima of 15 
at O.W.R., Aug. 4 and three on L. Michigan. They are accidental 
inland, where one was reported from Rend L., Ill., Sept. 21 
{•TF}. It was a poor year for Hudsonian Godwits with only 4 
Great Lakes sightings and a maximum of eight at O.W.R. The 
only inland Hudsonian was discovered at Woodburn, Ind., Sept. 
7-8 (Haw). Marbled Godwits were also scarce with a maximum 
of four along L. Erie and one at Rend L.. IlL, Aug. 2 (tTF). A 
late Ruddy Turnstone lingered at Lorain, O., Nov. 27 (m.ob.). 
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Normal numbers of Red Knots migrated along the Great 
Lakes w•th a maximum of nine on L. Erie. S•ghtmgs from 9 
roland sites were more than normal; singles on 3 dates at 
Louisville Aug. 24-Sept. 10 (BP), three at Say. Res., Aug. 5-6 
(tSD, tTM), and one at Rend L., Ill., Aug. 20 (•TF et al.) were 
at locations where they are casual migrants at best. Sanderlings 
were numerous only in Iowa with a maximum of 49 at Big 
Creek L., Sept. 11 (SD) and a late bird at Cone Marsh Nov. 10 
(TD). Good numbers of W. Sandpipers were represented by 
75+ at O.W.R., Sept. 21 (Jet al.) and 30 in Carlisle, Ky., Aug. 
31 (BP). A flock of 750+ Least Sandpipers in Fulton Oct. 4 (BP) 
constituted a large number for Kentucky, and one remained 
through Nov. 27 in s. Illinois. White-rumped Sandpipers peaked 
with 13 along L. Erie, and a late bird was discovered in Monroe, 
Ind., Nov. 10 (DW). It was a good year for Baird's Sandpipers 
with maxima of 61 in Polk, Ia., Sept. 9 (SD) and seven to 16 in 
the other states. A few lingered into early November with the 
latest at C.J. Brown Res., O., Nov. 13 (DO, KA). Pectoral Sand- 
p•pers peaked with 2000 at Rice Lake W.M.A., Ill., Aug. 28 
(TP). Purple Sandpipers were scarce along the Great Lakes 
with singles in Ohio and Indiana Nov. 11-16. The most unusual 
shorebird of the season was an ad. Curlew Sandpiper widely 
observed at L. Calumet, Ill., Aug. 24-31 (•JP, m.ob.). Stilt Sand- 
p•pers accumulated in local concentrations such as 100 at 
Horseshoe L., Ill., Aug. 15 (PS) and 80 along w. Lake Erie. Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers were universally scarce. Ruffs appeared 
m the Chicago area with two males at L. Calumet, July 26- 
Aug. 25 (•m.ob.) and a female at Gary, Ind., Aug. 9-10 (•KB, 
m.ob.). Short-billed Dowitchers at Lake St. Marys, O., Oct. 12 
( JM, DO) and Chicago Oct. 24 (JL) were late. Long-billed Dow- 
•tchers peaked with 250+ at O.W.R., Oct. 5 but were scarce 
elsewhere. It was a poor fall for Wilson's Phalaropes with few 
reports and no more than five at any location. In contrast, Red- 
necked Phalaropes were widely scattered in all states except 
Kentucky including flocks of 30 at Big Creek L., 'Ia., Sept. 1 
(SD), 22 at O.W.R., Sept. 28 (Jet al.), and 13 at Rice Lake W.M.A., 
Ill., Sept. 3 (TP). Only one Red Phalarope was reported along 
L Erie where they are regular migrants. Elsewhere, one ap- 
peared at Port of Indiana, Ind., Oct. 16-18 (CFi, m.ob.), and 
roland singles were detected at Hoover Res., O., Sept. 19 
(tJ, MG), Thomas Hill Res., Mo., Sept. 21 (•RB), C.J. Brown 
Res., O., Oct. 20 (•KA et al.), and Lake of Ozarks S.P., Mo., 
Oct. 26 (WL). 

JAEGERS THROUGH TERNS -- It was another good fall 
for jaegers with most confined to the Great Lakes: Parasitics 
were most noticeable on L. Michigan with three at Hammond, 
Ind., Oct. 4 (•KB et al.) and a remarkable nine at Wilmette, Ill., 
Oct. 25 (JL). Only one Parasitic was adequately described from 
L Erie and an immature was closely studied and photographed 
at Monroe, Res., Ind., Sept. 5-9 (•LS, DW). There were 7 other 
reports of unidentified jaegers on the Great Lakes and one in 
n Illinois. 

Laughing Gulls staged another good movement but not in 
the large numbers of last year. Only single birds were en- 
countered at 3 Great Lakes locations. Inland reports consisted 
of one in Ohio, a total of four at Kentucky L. and Barkley L., 
Ky., Oct. 25 (BP), and sightings at 7 Illinois locations with a 
maximum of five at Clinton L., Aug. 30 (•RCh) and a late bird 
at Alton Nov. 16 (RA). Early Franklin's Gulls returned to Spfid., 
Aug. 2 (H) and Kentucky L., Ky., Aug. 9 (MM, JEr). Small num- 
bers were widely reported in all states but large concentrations 
appeared only in Iowa with 37,840 at Say. Res., Oct. 9 (SD) and 
1500 at 2 other lakes. Little Gulls were rather scarce on L. Erie 

w•th only scattered singles reported. More noteworthy on L. 
Michigan were different birds at Michigan City, Ind., Oct. 23 
(tKB, LHi) & 24 (•CFi), and one at Chicago Nov. 26 (•JMi). The 
only Com. Black-headed Gull observed was at Cleveland Nov. 
14+ (WK, m.ob.). A total of 539 Bonaparte's Gulls at Say. Res., 
Oct. 17 made a large number for Iowa. For comparison, Bona- 
parte's along the Cleveland-Lorain lakefront in November 
probably exceeded 100,000 and were joined by 200,000+ Ring- 

bfileds The earhest Thayer's Gulls returned to Chicago Nov 
9 (JL) and Alton, Ill., Nov. 13 (CP), with reports elsewhere on 
the Great Lakes and south to Spfid. by the end of the month 
One at Say. Res., Nov. 23-26+ ($SD, $m.ob.) provided a 2nd 
acceptably documented record for Iowa. Iceland Gulls at East- 
lake, O., Nov. 11 (D & JHo, RHn) and Chicago Nov. 16 (JL) were 
early for a species seldom observed before December. The ex- 
panding Lesser Black-backed Gull appeared at 3 inland loca- 
tions where still accidental, with singles at Keokuk, Ia.-Ill, 
Oct. 20-21 (tRC), L. Gibson, Ind., Nov. 2 ($DJ et al.) and Say 
Res., Nov. 29 ($SD, $BW). There was also one report from L 
Michigan and as many as three at scattered sites along L. Erie 
Accidental inland, a Great Black-backed Gull was discovered 
at Joliet, Ill., Nov. 19 ($JMi), and one at Say. Res., Nov. 30 (tSD, 
$PM) provided the 3rd Iowa record. Black-legged Kittiwakes 
were scarce with only 2 reports from L. Erie including an adult 
at Cleveland Nov. 15 (Jet al.). An extraordinary seven imm 
Sabine's Gulls graced Carlyle L., Ill., Sept. 23-28 (LHa, BR, 
m.ob.), providing an unprecedented inland concentration for 
this Region. One also appeared at Say. Res., Oct. 5 ($SD) for 
Iowa's 6th record. 

Numbers of most terns continued their long-term dechne, 
especially along L. Erie where few were noted w. of O.W R 
Caspians peaked with 321 at Say. Res., Sept. 13 (SD) and 175 
at O.W.R., Aug. 28 (ET), and lingered through Oct. 31 in In- 
diana. Largest concentrations of Com. Terns totalled 1000+ 
along w. Lake Erie and 260 on L. Michigan in n.w. Indiana A 
total of 78 Forster's Terns at Kentucky L., Oct. 5 made a large 
number for Kentucky (BP) and a maximum of 130 was reported 
along w. Lake Erie. A late Forster's remained at Barkley L, 
Ky., Nov. 29 (BP). A remarkable 36 Least Terns congregated 
at Stockton L., Mo., Sept. 5 (RMa et al.) while flocks of 10-12 
in w. Kentucky and eight in w. Iowa were more representative 
of recent years. Extralimital Leasts wandered to all states ex- 
cept Ohio including adults with two dependent young at L 
Gibson, Ind., Aug. 22 (AB) and singles E to Louisville Sept. 2 
(BP et al.) and Green River L., Ky., Sept. 14 (DS, FS). It was a 
poor year for Black Terns with maxima of 160 at Cleveland 
Aug. 12 (TL) and 20-63 in the other states. 

CUCKOOS THROUGH SWALLOWS -- Low numbers of 
both cuckoos continued throughout the fall, and the customary 
stragglers remained into late October. Small numbers of 
Greater Roadrunners persist in s.w. Missouri with several re- 
ports in Taney this fall. Two Com. Barn-Owls were discovered 
Sept. 12 in Dallas, Ia. (RM) where they are rare summer res•- 
dents. Small numbers were also reported from Missouri and 
Kentucky. The earliest Snowy Owl returned to Cleveland Nov 
3, but they generally appeared in the n. states during the last 
week of November with a more substantial movement dunng 
early December. A maximum of three at 7 locations in the n 
states was indicative of a modest flight at best. They are casual 
visitors to Missouri, where there were 3 reports s. to the St 
Louis area by early December. Three Burrowing Owls in Sac, 
Ia., Aug. 15 may have indicated a successful nesting attempt 
in the area (fide JD). The other migrant owls were noted •n 
normal numbers with 5 Long-eared sightings in the n. states, 
13 Short-eared reports in all states except Missouri, and single 
N. Saw-whets in each state. The latter species is rarely reported 
in Kentucky, where an injured bird was found in Nelson Nov 
11 (JA). The Corn. Nighthawk migration was normal with a 
maximum of 1200 in Chicago Sept. 4 (JL) and flocks of 500+ 
in many other locations. Late migrants included one at Spfld, 
Oct. 26 (H) and eight at Keokuk, Ia., Oct. 24 where one remained 
through Oct. 29 (•RC). A Chuck-will's-widow in Calloway Sept 
9 provided an unusual fall record for Kentucky (MM). 

Late Chimney Swifts were noted through Oct. 26 in Warren, 
Ia. (SD) and Oct. 28 in Buchanan, Mo. (L). Ruby-throated Hum- 
mingbirds received mixed reports although 38 accumulated 
at Middlefork W.M.A., Ill., Sept. 6 (SB). They remained through 
Oct. 13-15 in several states. Selasphorus hummingbirds at- 
tracted more attention. Single immatures at Eldon, Mo., Nov 
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Sept. 14 (HZ). The only concentration of Barn Swallows totalled 
1400 at S. Bass Is., O., Aug. 18 (KA). They lingered into No- 
vember at 4 locations with the latest Nov. 11-12 at E. St. Louis, 
Ill. (tRG) and Nov. 10 in Iowa, Ia. (LH]. 

Selasphorus hummingbird (Rufous or Allen's) at Eldon, Mo., 
Nov. 14, 1986. The throat pattern indicates an immature male, 
but the bird cannot be identified to species. Photo/Jim Ratbert. 

14+ and Salisbury, Mo., Nov. 15-30 (tJW) were thought to be 
Rufous although their tail patterns were not described in ad- 
equate detail to eliminate all similar species. It is not necessarily 
safe to assume these hummers are Rufous. A Selasphorus 
hummingbird at a Virden, Ill., feeder since late August was 
identified as an imm. Broad-tailed Hummingbird Nov. 22-24 
on the basis of its tail pattern, which included entirely green 
central rectrices and largely black outer rectrices with rufous 
bases and extensive white tips (fH, m.ob.). It provided the first 
Regional record for this species. Migrant woodpeckers elicited 
few comments. Two Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers near Bellevue, 
Ia., Aug. 22 (P) were probably summer residents. They were 
scarce in many areas with a maximum of 30 along L. Erie Oct. 
4. There were few substantial movements of N. Flickers except 
for 110 along w. Lake Erie Oct. 5. 

The flycatcher migration was unremarkable with no large 
movements reported. Noteworthy late records included 
Olive-sided Flycatchers in Dallas, Ia., Oct. 5 (RM) and Bu- 
chanan, Mo., Oct. 1 (L), an Acadian at Headlands S.P., O., Oct. 
5 (J, JM), and Great Crested in Vermilion, Ill., Oct. 7 (SB). Nor- 
mal numbers of W. Kingbirds passed through the w. states 
while extralimital singles appeared at L. Rockwell, O., Sept. 6 
(LR), Hoover Res., O., Sept. 14 (MG, •J) and Fairmount, Ill., 
Sept. 15 (JS). Largest movements of E. Kingbirds totalled only 
24-27. A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher near Jasper, Mo., Nov. 20 
was also late (JDo). 

The swallow migration was typical for fall with local con- 
centrations in most states. Purple Martins were rather scarce 
with the only reported roost of 8000 at S. Bass Is., O., Aug. 23 
(KA). They remained through Oct. 12-15 at several Illinois 
sites. Tree Swallows were numerous with a maximum of 12,000 
in Henderson, IlL, Oct. 4 (MB) and flocks of 1000-6500 in most 
other states. Northern Rough-wingeds peaked with 2500 in 
Buchanan, Mo., Oct. I (L) and 2000 at Mark Twain N.W.R., 
Ill., Sept. 28 (SR et al.). The largest concentration of Bank Swal- 
lows totalled 3800 in Hancock, Ill., Aug. 9 (RC) while a max- 
imum of 2500 congregated along w. Lake Erie. A flock of 1000 
Cliff Swallows in Vermilion Sept. 10 was large for Illinois, while 
a similar number was estimated at Hendrickson Marsh, Ia., 

CORVIDS THROUGH SHBIKES-- The largest roosts of 
Am. Crows totalled 12,000 at Keokuk, Ia., Nov. 17 (RC) and 
10,000 at Harvey L., Ind., Nov. 16 {CK}. Fish Crows were re- 
stricted to their normal Mississippi R. range with a maximum 
of 45 in Monroe, IlL, Sept. 27 {RG}. There was no noticeable S 
movement of Black-capped Chickadees this fall. Red-breasted 
Nuthatches were generally scarce except for local concentra- 
tions of 15-19 in Illinois. Scattered Brown Creepers during late 
August and early September were probably summer residents. 
Migrants were scarce in many areas. Three reports of Rock 
Wrens were unexpected. There are few recent records from 
Iowa, where singles were noted at Cedar Rapids Oct. 30 {fD & 
HF} and Say. Res., Nov. 22-30 {lB & LPa, m.ob.}. They are 
accidental in Illinois, where one appeared at Fulton Sept. 28 
{tRPe}. Small numbers of Bewick's Wrens were reported from 
Kentucky, Missouri, and s. Illinois while one was discovered 
Sept. 1 in Lee, Ia., where they are casual visitors {fRC}. A singing 
Winter Wren in Des Moines, Ia., Aug. 28 {P} was probably a 
summer resident. Migrants were not particularly plentiful with 
a maximum of 25 along L. Erie. Small numbers of Sedge Wrens 
were scattered across all states including possible territorial 
birds at Reelfoot W.M.A., Ky., Sept. 1+ {BP}. 

Kinglets staged an excellent migration along L. Erie but only 
local concentrations developed elsewhere. Golden-crowneds 
peaked with an estimated 2500 on S. Bass Is., O., Oct. 5 {KA} 
and 130 in Polk, Ia., Oct. 3 {SD}. An early Ruby-crowned re- 
turned to Allamakee, Ia., Aug. 6 {MD} and the Oct. 5 flight 
along L. Erie produced concentrations of 1400 on S. Bass Is. 
and 400 at O.W.R. The thrush migration was unimpressive. A 
Townsend's Solitaire was discovered near Ledges S.P., Ia., Oct. 
29 {fSD} where they are casual migrants. Catharus thrushes 
were scarce on the ground although substantial numbers of 
night migrants passed overhead. The only Varied Thrush re- 
ported was at St. Joseph, IlL, Dec. 5 {PB, •EC}. Mimids elicited 
few comments except for the customary late migrants and 60 
Gray Catbirds at Lacey-Keosauqua S.P., Ia., Sept. 27 (JSa et 
al.}. Bohemian Waxwings are rare migrants in w. and c. Iowa, 
where one or two appeared at 4 locations Nov. 15+; none was 
recorded elsewhere. Flocks of Cedar Waxwings were wide- 
spread through October but numbers were greatly diminished 
in November. The earliest N. Shrike returned to Chicago Oct. 
12 {JL}. A good flight developed in Iowa with 12 reports s. to 
Mills, but only 2 sightings in Indiana and 3 in Illinois repre- 
sented normal numbers for fall. Few Loggerhead Shrikes were 
reported from n. areas. 

VIBEOS, WARBLERS -- Both groups returned early and 
were widespread in s. areas by late August. The September 
movements tended to be local and unremarkable with the most 

pronounced Regionwide flight occurring Oct. 3-5. This flight 
produced an abrupt end to their migration except for scattered 
stragglers that lingered into November. The only exceptionally 
late vireo was a Solitary in Burlington, Ia., Nov. 2 {fC & JaF}. 
Noteworthy concentrations were reported only from Iowa with 
26 Solitaries at Ames Aug. 30 {SD} and 75 Red-eyeds at George 
Wyth S.P., Sept. 7 {RC, JSa}. 

Single Blue-winged and Golden-winged warblers at Louis- 
ville Oct. 10 were both late (DN}. Three "Brewster's" and two 
"Lawrence's"hybrids were reported this fall. Tennessee War- 
blers peaked with 80 at Warsaw, Ill., Aug. 27 (RC} and 50-65 
at other sites in Illinois and Iowa. Nashville Warblers lingered 
into November in Indiana and Kentucky with the latest at 
Berea, Ky., Nov. 17 {tA & TR}. A Virginia's Warbler at S.C.R., 
Aug. 30 {fWL} was completely unexpected, providing the first 
record for Missouri. Rarely observed after early September, a 
Yellow Warbler at Cleveland Oct. 4 {LR} was late. An early 
Chestnut-sided Warbler returned to Charleston, Ill., Aug. 11 
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(BH) and 72 at Ledges S P, Ia, Aug 23 made a large concen- 
tration for fall (SD). Cape May Warblers staged an excellent 
flight as evidenced by 135 at S. Bass Is., O., Sept. 5 (KA) and 
31 in the Dunes area of n.w. Indiana Aug. 28 (KB et al.). They 
are normally rare in Iowa, where there were 10 reports, in- 
cluding an incredible 11 at Ames Aug. 27 (PM). One was also 
noted in n.w. Missouri. Unusual numbers of Black-throated 
Blue Warblers appeared in the w. states with at least 12 in e. 
and c. Iowa and four reported from Missouri. A Yellow-rumped 
Warbler at M.M.W.A., Aug. 31 (ET) was early but their numbers 
were unimpressive with a maximum of 200 in s. Illinois. In 
keeping with the other w. strays this fall, Kentucky's first 
Black-throated {gray Warbler was discovered at a Lexington 
cemetery Nov. 28•- (tBA, m.ob.). A Yellow-throated Warbler 
at O.W.R., Sept. 13 (J, MG) provided one of few fall records 
for n.w. Ohio, while another was equally unusual in n.e. In- 
diana at Fox Is., Aug. 12 (Haw). A very late Yellow-throated 
was noted at Berea, Ky., Nov. 10-11 (tA & TR). Two Prairie 
Warblers were detected Aug. 12-15 in s.e. Iowa in Lee (RC), 
where they may be summer residents. One in Andrew Aug. 
18 (LGa) was unusual for n.w. Missouri. Palm Warblers peaked 
with 75•- in the Chicago area Sept. 27. The earliest Bay-breasted 
Warbler returned to Cleveland Aug. 4 (DC) while one at Rad- 
cliff, Ky., Nov. 15 was late (RHe). Good numbers of Blackpoll 
Warblers also appeared along the Great Lakes. A Cerulean 
Warbler at Ames Sept. 26 (PM) provided one of few fall records 
for Iowa. 

Other late warblers included a Black-and-white at Kaskaskia 
W.M.A., Ill., Oct. 31 (YM) and an Am. Redstart at Berea, Ky., 
Oct. 27 (A & TR). A Worm-eating Warbler at Chicago Sept. 14 
provided that area's first fall record since 1969 (WM). Ovenbirds 
were numerous only as casualties at a Spfid. tower during early 
October. One at Chicago Nov. 5 was late (JL). A tardy Hooded 
Warbler was noted at L. Rockwell, O., Oct. 11 (LR) while an 
exceptionally late Wilson's Warbler was discovered at Ken- 
tucky L., Ky., Nov. 30 (•JR). To complete this fall's assortment 
ofw. strays, a Painted Redstart appeared at Nevada, Mo., Oct. 
19 (SW), providing a first record for the state. 

TANAGERS THROUGH FINCHES- Tanagers elicited 
few comments except for a Summer Tanager at Dunes S.P., 
Sept. 17, providing the first fall record for n.w. Indiana (FK, 
HM). The grosbeak migration was unremarkable with Rose- 
breasteds remaining through Oct. 18 in Ohio and Blue Gros- 
beaks through Sept. 21 in Kentucky. An Indigo Bunting at 
Mermet Lake W.M.A., Ill., Nov. 22 (•DR, TF) was late. 

The sparrow migration was one of the poorest in recent years. 
Except for a local flight at Cleveland Oct. 4, substantial move- 
ments were unreported and numbers were unusually low in 
most areas. An early Am. Tree Sparrow returned to O.W.R., 
Oct. 5. A total of 120 Chipping Sparrows at Big River S.F., Ill., 
Sept. 15 was a large number for fall (MR). Clay-colored Spar- 
rows are rare but regular migrants through Illinois, where there 
were 3 reports Sept. 23-Oct. 14; one at Carlyle L., Oct. 14 (•LHa) 
was noteworthy for s. Illinois. A Clay-colored Sparrow was 
also banded at Cleveland Oct. 4, providing one of few fall re- 
cords for Ohio (DC, JT). A Lark Sparrow at S. Bass Is., Aug. 27 
constituted an unusual fall record for Ohio (KA) and two late 
migrants were noted at Coralville Res., Ia., Oct. 5 (T). The only 
migrant Henslow's Sparrow detected was in Illinois Oct. 11. 
Le Conte's Sparrows may prove to be rare but regular migrants 
along L. Erie, where one was detected at Cleveland Oct. 1-3 
(•TL et al.). Normal numbers appeared farther w. including a 
late migrant at Cone Marsh, Ia., Nov. 15 (JSa). Sharp-tailed 
Sparrows were detected at 8 locations, a normal number for 
fall. Two at Sauerheber W.M.A., Oct. 12 provided one of few 
records for Kentucky (BP et al., ), while as many as four at 
Horseshoe L., Ill., Oct. 11-18 (tRBo, m.ob.) were noteworthy 
for the St. Louis area. Fox Sparrows peaked with 32-42 at scat- 
tered sites in Indiana and Illinois. Lincoln's Sparrows were 
scarce except for a remarkable 100•- at Cleveland Oct. 4 (m.ob.). 
The 200 Swamp Sparrows at Sauerheber W.M.A., Oct. 12 con- 

stltuted a noteworthy total for Kentucky (BP et al ) An early 
White-throated Sparrow returned to Ames, Ia., Sept. 4 (PM) 
but numbers were low with only scattered reports of 100-292 
Few Harris' Sparrows wandered E with only single sightings 
in c. Illinois and n.w. Indiana. Accidental anywhere in the 
Region, a McCown's Longspur was flushed from Tabervllle 
Prairie, Mo., Nov. 15 (tWL). Lapland Longspurs returned to 
Cleveland Sept. 25 but were numerous only in Illinois and 
Iowa, with maxima of 1250 in Polk, Ia., Oct. 30 (SD) and 1210 
in Vermilion, Ill., Nov. 14 (SB). Smith's Longspurs were re- 
ported only from one Illinois location. An early Snow Bunting 
at Hinckley, O., Oct. 8 (RH) was followed by a good move- 
ment across n. Ohio, n. Indiana, and Iowa, including flocks 
of 100-350. 

Few Bobolinks were reported, and this once-common mi- 
grant appears to be declining. The largest concentration was 
of 100 in Iowa. Extralimital Yellow-headed Blackbirds ap- 
peared at 3 c. and s. Illinois sites, with a maximum of six at 
Spfid., Oct. 3 (H), and one was noted at Cleveland Sept. 28 
(RH). Normal numbers in the w. states included a late migrant 
in Iowa through Nov. 19. Brewer's Blackbirds were scattered 
across all states except Kentucky with a maximum of 12 in c 
Illinois. The expanding Great-tailed Grackle peaked with 114 
at S.C.R., Aug. 11 (LGa) and 30 in Fremont, Ia., through Oct 2 
(m.ob.). Late Orchard Orioles were noted at L. Manawa, Ia, 
Oct. 19 (tTB, B & LPa) and Shelby, Ill., Sept. 20 (KF). 

The winter finch movement was less than impressive this 
year. The only Pine Grosbeak was found dead in Chicago in 
October (WM). A Purple Finch at Ames, Ia., Aug. 26 was 
thought to be an early migrant. Generally small numbers were 
detected in most states. House Finches have become common 

in Illinois with flocks of 25+ noted in Spfid. and Evanston 
They are becoming regular in Iowa, with 2 reports in the Dav- 
enport area and 3 sightings near Ames this fall. Missouri singles 
appeared at Mountain View Nov. 25 (JE) and Springfield Nov. 
15-19 (tCT), as this species marches towards its inevitable ren- 
dezvous with native w. populations. A Red Crossbill at Ames, 
Ia., Sept. I (EM) was followed by a small movement with one 
sighting in Missouri, 5 in Illinois, and 8 in Iowa. Largest flocks 
totaled 37-40 as they wandered S to Buchanan, Mo. (L) and 
Spfid. (H) and E to Urbana, Ill. (RCh). The only White-winged 
Crossbill appeared in Illinois. A modest movement of Com 
Redpolls was most apparent in n.e. Ohio, where they were first 
noted at Cleveland Oct. 22 (TL). The largest flocks consisted 
of 15-20 and they were noted only at widely scattered localities 
in the other n. states. Pine Siskins were the only widely re- 
ported finches. They returned to most states by mid-October 
although the largest numbers did not arrive until late Novem- 
ber. Most reports were of 30 or fewer with a few flocks of 40- 
60. Evening Grosbeaks were universally scarce with scattered 
singles in all states except Missouri plus flocks of 12-35 in 
Ohio and Indiana. 

CORRIGENDUM -- The early Bay-breasted Warbler at Spfid 
this spring was actually observed Apr. 30, not Apr. 3 (AB 40:480) 
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ing, F. Lawhon (L), W. Leitner, T. LePage, M. Mahaffa (MMa), P 
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J. Smith, P. Snetsinger, Anne Stature (Kentucky), F. Stamm, L. 
Sterrenberg, D. Summerfield, J. Talkington, T. Thomson, E. Tramer, 
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CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION 

Robert D. Purrington 

s seems almost inevitable after a season like the au- tumn of 1985, the weather this fall was largely un- 
eventful, with no tropical weather at all (what a change 
from the year of hurricanes Danny, Elena, and Juan), near 
drought conditions that prevailed until October, and finally 
two wet months that erased most of the moisture deficit 

for the Region but grounded only modest numbers of tran- 
sients. In Alabama and Louisiana, for example, rainfall def- 
icits of up to 20 inches that carried into the early fall were 
balanced by excesses of 10 inches or more in October and 
November. 

On the whole, most observers found birding slow until 
the first week in October, when a frontal passage triggered 
a large movement of nocturnal migrants, resulting in 
(among other things) a tower kill amounting to 625 birds 
at Little Rock on the night of October 4-5. This front also 
brought with it the first significant influx of western va- 
grants. In southeastern Louisiana, easily the largest con- 
centrations of the fall resulted from the cool front of August 
28-29. The "fallout" experienced by the Smalleys at Grand 
Isle, Louisiana, on August 29 was almost unprecedented 
for so early a date. 

Typifying a rather mixed and undistinguished season, 
the extent of western vagrancy was also equivocal. While 
there were many records of Groove-billed Anis, Western 
Kingbirds, Scissor-tailed Flycatchers, and Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds, western hummingbirds put on a very poor 
show. Similarly, while there was a sizable influx of Golden- 
crowned Kinglets into the Region, there were few Red- 
breasted Nuthatches, and most boreal finches were absent 
or nearly so. 

ABBREVIATIONS- L.O.S. = Louisiana Ornithological So- 
ciety; M.O.S. = Mississippi Ornithological Society; T.O.S. = Ten- 
nessee Ornithological Society; LSUMZ = Louisiana State University 
Museum of Zoology; B.R.C. = Bird Records Committee. Italicized 
place names are parishes (in Louisiana} or counties. 

LOONS THROUGH STORK--While Com. Loons were 

early in Coahoma, Miss., Oct. 8 (MD, GK) and in Baton Rouge, 
La., Oct. 18 (MS}, the 61 in Henry, Tenn., Nov. 8 {JCR} and 150 
along coastal Harrison, Miss., Nov. 26 {JT, CD} represented 
good numbers. Three in inland Lawrence, Ala., July 27 {NP} 
were unusual, but not unprecedented. Records from Tennes- 
see, Mississippi, and Louisiana indicated that Horned Grebes 
had moved south in good numbers, and the few records of 
Eared Grebes also suggested increased numbers. One of the 
more interesting records of this species was of one in St. Tam- 
many, La., Nov. 15 (MM, DM}, for the 8th s.e. Louisiana record. 
Without dispute the bird of the season, subject to further scru- 
tiny of the excellent details provided, was a Northern Fulmar 
seen at Romar Beach near Gulf Shores, Ala., Nov. 9 { JRC, 
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This writer was provided with a detailed description of the 
bird, which was as close as 80 yards from the observers, who 
have recently moved to the U.S. from England. At least one 
of the observers (JRC) has lived near breeding fulmar colonies 
in South Wales (fide TAI). The description is clearly of a large, 
light-oolored tubenose, bull-headed, with flap-and-glide flight 
pattern, and with primaries showing light at the base--evi- 
dently a "double-light" N. Fulmar. While there are no previous 
records for the Gulf of Mexico, there have been several con- 
firmed sightings from the coastline of the Carolinas (especially 
Oregon Inlet) since 1973. Two large shearwaters with light 
underparts seen from shore at Ft. Morgan, Ala., Nov. 22 (RLB, 
RWB), were thought to be Cory's; no sign of white on the tail 
or nape were seen. If accepted, this would be the 4th record 
for the state. 

A number of records of migrating Am. White Pelicans were 
submitted from inland portions of Arkansas, Mississippi, and 
Tennessee, where their occurrence is unusual, mostly during 
the 2nd and 3rd weeks of October. Immature Brown Pelicans 

were seen Aug. 2 & 9 in Cameron, s.w. Louisiana (SWC, DLD), 
where they had been absent for 2 decades, and an encouraging 
concentration of 20 was seen in Jackson, Miss., Nov. 2 ( JT, MD, 
TLS, CD). Notable sightings of Double-crested Cormorants in- 
cluded two, one an immature, in Lafayette, Miss., Aug. 11-12 
(MD, GK), an early individual in Washington, Ark., Aug. 24 
(MMI), and a maximum of 329 in Humphreys, Tenn., Oct. 19 
(MHI, AHH). The first record of an Olivaceous Cormorant in 
s.e. Louisiana in nearly 30 years was of one carefully studied 
at Grand Isle Aug. g (DM, RDP). An Anhinga in Grenada, Miss., 
Sept. 27 {GK, MD} provided a first area record. 
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Records of Great Egrets between Oct 19 and Nov 8 from n 
M•ss•ss•pp• and w. Tennessee, totalhng over 350 •nd•viduals, 
represented large numbers and late dates for those areas (MHI, 
MD, GK, LCC, BBC, TLS). A Snowy Egret in Sumner, Tenn., 
July 26-Aug. 23 (DTC, JPC, m.ob.) provided the first county 
record, and one in Stewart Aug. 17 & 23 (JCR) furnished another 
unusual Middle Tennessee record. Inland records of the nor- 
mally coastal Tricolored Heron included sightings in Madison, 
E Baton Rouge, and Pointe Coupee, La. (HM, DWG, SWC, DLD, 
JK). Cattle Egrets, which retreat toward the coast in winter, 
were late in Washington, Ark. (KS, JN), Stewart, Tenn. (JCR), 
and Lauderdale, Ala. (DS) between Nov. 8 & 11. Records of 
Black-crowned Night-Herons Sept. 28 in Benton, Ark. (KS, BS, 
NB, MM1) and from late August into November in Grenada 
and Layafette, Miss., were unusual, as were reco.rds of White 
Ibis from inland Louisiana and Mississippi during the same 
period. A Glossy Ibis was seen in Adair, Okla., just across the 
border from Benton, Ark., Aug. 26 (MM1); there are no previous 
records for n.w. Arkansas. Single Plegadis ibises in Okaloosa 
and Santa Rosa, Fla., on 3 occasions between Sept. 15 and Oct. 
20 (DW, BG, RT, PBa, RAD) were unusual as well. There were 
more reports than usual of Wood Storks, highlighted by 500 
•n Madison, La., Aug. 19 (GTL, MB, JW) and 100 there Aug. 30 
(HM). There were 8 other records through Oct. 11 in Noxubee 
and Grenada, Miss., Perry, Ala., and Rapides and E. Baton 
Rouge, La., involving 87 birds. 

WATERFOWL--Two sightings of presumed Tundra 
Swans were reported: an immature Nov. 13 in Natchitoches, 
La. (LT) and an adult at Murfreesboro, Tenn., Nov. 16 (TJW, 
DMM). A Mute Swan, origin unknown, was seen at L. Fay- 
etteville, Ark., Nov. 23 (MM1). Up to seven Greater White- 
fronted Geese were seen at Ft. Walton Beach, Fla., Oct. 6 & 7 
(DW, HK); they are considered accidental in the Florida section. 
The 2 reports of Ross' GOose included a first record for Ten- 
nessee at Cross Creeks N.W.R. on Nov. 20 (JCR), and another 
at Holla Bend N.W.R., Ark., Nov. 23 (CM, WM). Both were 
well described. A Green-winged Teal in Maury, Tenn., Aug. 
9 (SJS, JCR, DTC, JPC, BHS) was very early, as was an eclipse 
• N. Shoveler in Cameron, La., Aug. 10 (SWC, DLD). Three 
nearly-flightless Gadwalls in eclipse plumage at Cameron the 
same day (SWC, DLD) were probably summering, while three 
in Jefferson, Ala., Aug. 29 (TAI) were thought to be migrants. 
Also very early was a Canvasback in Cameron Sept. 28 (MS). 
Although Toups thought that numbers were up in coastal Mis- 
sissippi, there were no records for s.e. Louisiana. It is gratifying 
to hear of a count of 20 Redheads on Bobb Kidd L. in Wash- 
ragton, Ark., Nov. 18 (MM1). 

Two inland records of Greater Scaup were considered note- 
worthy: an immature Nov. 14-19 in Oktibbeha, Miss. (MFH, 
TLS, DI), and a female in Colbert, Ala., from Nov. 26 on (DJS, 
TH). At least 100 were counted in Hancock, Miss., Nov. 28, 
following heavy rains and N winds (JT), outnumbering the 
Lesser Scaup present. A Nov. 15 record of Oldsquaw from L. 
Pontchartrain (CB) foreshadowed a better-than-average show- 
•ng for this species, one present in Okaloosa, Fla., Nov. 3-19 
(BW, RWB, RLB, RSB, RAD, AF, DF, GF) was earliest ever by 
19 days, and a male at L. Millwood, Ark., Nov. 27 (CM) provided 
the first record for that well-birded locale. There were two 
records of Black Scoters, Nov. 11-12 on Franklin Res., Tenn. 
(SJS, CKC, JRP, CP), the 5th Nashville area record, and up to 
15 at Gulfport, Miss., Nov. 17-28 (DK, JT, m.ob.). There were 
at least 11 records of 27 Surf Scoters but only two of White- 
winged Scoters, the least common of the 3 species in the Region. 
One was in Sumner, Tenn., Oct. 25-26 (CKC, m.ob.), and an- 
other was in Harrison, Miss., Nov. 17-20 (NA, JT). While a 
Ruddy Duck in Jackson, Miss., Aug. 29 ( JT, CD) was presumed 
to have summered, counts of 74 in Washington, Ark. (MM1) 
and 200 in coastal Jackson, Miss. ( JT, CD), both Nov. 18, were 
high for those areas. 

RAPTORS THROUGH CRANES -- Again this fall, much 
of the systematic information on migrating raptors came from 

the hawkwatches conducted by Chuck Feerick, Paul Mc- 
Kenzie, and others •n Loms•ana. These data •nclude a total of 
651 migrating Black Vultures in E. Baton Rouge in the perrod 
Sept. 27-Oct. 5 (CF). A roost of 450 Black Vultures in Sumner, 
Tenn., Nov. i (DTC, JPC) was the largest flock reported from 
middle Tennessee in years. At least 21 reports of Ospreys were 
received, involving 41 individuals; most of the reports were 
from Louisiana and Mississippi. Black-shouldered Kites con- 
tinue to be reported from s.w. Louisiana, where one was seen 
Oct. 18 in Cameron (DLD, SWC), and from s.w. Mississippi, 
where two were recorded Oct. 23 and Nov. 15 (DK, JT). The 
latter records were from the Hancock locale, where the species 
has nested, and were the first records since December 1985 
While Feerick and McKenzie counted 354 migrating Mississ•pp• 
Kites at Baton Rouge in August and September, other migrating 
flocks included three in w. Arkansas at Clear Creek Park Aug 
11 (KM), 25 in Warren, Miss., Aug. 23 (GTL, MB), and 20 on 
Aug. 30 at Little Rock (TF). A juvenile in St. Tammany, La, 
Sept. 27 (AS, GS, JSe) was very late. Sightings of 26 Bald Eagles 
were reported (15 adults, 11 immatures), including five •n 
coastal Mississippi. Northern Harriers were very early in Sum- 
ner, Tenn., Aug. 15 (CKC), earliest for the Nashville area, the 
Atchafalaya Basin, La., Aug. 23 (KC), and Warren, Miss., Aug 
30 (GTL). Although numbers of Sharp-shinned Hawks were 
slightly disappointing, there were 12 reports from middle Ten- 
nessee (fide SJS) and 14 from coastal Mississippi (fide JT). Lou- 
isiana records were dominated by the hawk watch results of 
Feerick and McKenzie, who had 161 at Baton Rouge dunng 
September and October, and a total of 611 in Cameron Oct 15 
& 16. 

Ruffed Grouse in Putnam and Coffee, Tenn., on the Highland 
Rim Nov. 3 & 19 (RWS, WY, GY), were unusual in being off 
the adiacent Cumberland Plateau. There were 2 records of 
migrating Yellow Rails: Sept. 13 near Pangburn, Ark. (TB, HP, 
MP), and Sept. 27 in Davidson, Tenn. (CW). A very early V•r- 
ginia Rail was seen at Jackson City, Miss., Sept. 4 (JS), and an 
early Sora was in Williamson, Tenn., Aug. 4 (JCR, SJS). Whale 
numbers in coastal Louisiana and Mississippi continue to be 
low, single birds Oct. 30 & 31 at Sardis Waterfowl Ref., Lafay- 
ette, Miss. (VT) represented the first fall records there. The first 
record ever of Com. Moorhen for the Grenada, Miss., area was 
a breeding record: one adult and two immatures Aug. 23 (GK, 
SK) and two immatures Sept. 27 (MD, GK). Sandhill Cranes 
made an excellent showing in Middle Tennessee, with a total 
of over 2300 counted between Oct. 16 and the end of the perrod 
(some duplication is possible). Best days were Nov. 3 & 4 •n 
Pickett (RH, DH, MZ), where over 750 were noted, and Nov 
10 there and in Putnam (RWS), totalling some 600 individuals 
Two were seen Oct. 15 in Baldwin, Ala., where a few winter 
each year (AM, ADM). A single bird in Hancock, Miss., Sept 
21 (JP) was early and unusual if not part of the Jackson breeding 
population. 

SHORERIRDS -- There were 5 records of Lesser Golden- 
Plover at Cross Creek N.W.R., Tenn., between July 22 and Nov 
6 (JCR); of interest as well were sightings in Baldwin, Ala, 
Sept. 5 & 7 (PB), St. Charles, La., Sept. 17 (RJS), and Nov. 7 & 9 
at Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. (RWB, RLB, et al.). One at Ft. Morgan 
Nov. 30 (RAD) was latest ever for Alabama except for an 
anomalous Dec. 18, 1976, occurrence. 

SoA, 

A juv. Mongolian Plover molting to first basic plumage 
was collected on Rutherford Beach, Cameron, La., Oct 
18 (SWC, DLD, GR) for the 2nd state record. The bird 
was very similar to a Wilson's Plover, differing in more 
upright posture, shorter bill, olive-gray vs. grayish-flesh 
legs, dark nape, more developed superciliary stripe, buffy 
wash to underparts, and different call. Readers may re- 
call that the first record of this species for the lower 48 
states came in 1975 when one was photographed at 
Grand Isle, La. (AB 31:140). 
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Records of 32 Snowy Plovers •ncluded 12 at Rutherford 
Beach, Cameron, Oct. 12, and 10 there Nov. 1 (DLD, SWC), 
one at Gulfport Aug. 22 (MFH, m.ob.) was unusual. The en- 
dangered status of the Piping Plover has generated more nearly 
complete reporting of Regional sightings; this fall there were 
over 15 reports of at least 50 individuals, mostly from coastal 
s w Louisiana where the high count was of seven Nov. 1 in 
Cameron (DLD, SWC). One in Sumner, Tenn., Aug. 16 (CKC) 
was the only report of the season from middle Tennessee, and 
Toups thought numbers were down slightly in coastal Missis- 
s•pp•. Black-necked Stilts were unusual inland in Point Coupee, 
La, Aug. 13 and Sept. 15 (DWG), and in Warren, Miss., Sept. 
23 (GTL), and there were a number of inland records of Am. 
Avocet in Adair, Okla., Middle Tennessee, Mississippi, and 
Lomsiana between Aug. 19 and Oct. 16. While four Solitary 
Sandpipers in Cameron, La., Aug. 1 & 2 (DLD, SWC, DM) were 
very early, single birds in Cameron Nov. 2 (SWC, DLD) and in 
Washington, Ark., Nov. 23 (JN) were late. There were several 
•nland records of Willets from central Louisiana and Missis- 

s•pp•, mostly during Aug. 17-20. The Whimbrel is an uncom- 
mon fall migrant through the Region, becoming less common 
as one moves W. The 10 records received this fall, all from 
Cameron in s.w. Louisiana, were thus of interest. A Long-billed 
Curlew at the Mobile Causeway Aug. 24-Sept. 1 (RAD, GDJ, 
CDC) provided the 4th August record for Alabama. A Marbled 
Godwit in Lonoke Sept. 13 & 14 (HH, EH, HP, MP) was unusual 
for Arkansas, and one Oct. 10 in Pointe Coupee, La. (DWG), 
was unexpected at that inland locality. Also unusual inland 
were eight Ruddy Turnstones at the Bonnet Carre Spillway, 
La, Aug. 9-16 (MW, RJS, MA), and several in Grenada and 
Lafayette, Miss., Oct. 13 and Nov. 13 & 22 (GK, MD). 

A Sanderling at Sardis L., Lafayette, Miss., Nov. 14 (MD, GK) 
provided only the 2nd record there in over 20 years. Semi- 
palmated Sandpipers were recorded in coastal s.w. Louisiana 
through Nov. 2 (SWC, DLD*); there are few records for the 
state after early November. There were 2 records of White- 
rumped Sandpipers, Aug. 10 in Cameron (DLD, SWC*) and 
Sept 1 in Mobile, Ala. (GDJ, CDC). A concentration of 35 Baird's 
Sandpipers in Lonoke, Ark., Oct. 4 (HP, MP) was notable, as 
were up to 23 in Oktibbeha, Miss., Sept. 27-Oct. 11 (TLS, MFH, 
m oh.); one or two at the latter locality Nov. 8 were late, as 
was one in Cameron Oct. 26 (SWC, DLD, VR). Also very late 
was a Pectoral Sandpiper in Stewart, Tenn., Nov. 26 (JCR). 
Three early August records of six Dunlin from Cameron, La., 
•ncluded four birds in alternate plumage presumed to have 
summered. There are few August records for the state. While 
two Stilt Sandpipers in Hancock, Miss., Nov. 6 (JT, GM, JS) 
were late, a Buff-breasted Sandpiper in Stewart Aug. 2 (MHI, 
mob.) furnished one of the earliest records for Tennessee. The 
2nd substantiated record of a Ruff for Arkansas was obtained 

Sept. 14 when one was photographed in Lonoke (HP, MP). Red- 
necked Phalaropes were noted Sept. 27 (three) in Benton, Ark. 
(NB), the next day (two) in Davidson, Tenn. (ACN), Oct. 17 
(one) in Lonoke, Ark. (MP), and Nov. i (one) in Cameron, La. 
(VR*). Red Phalaropes were recorded in Perry, Ala., Sept. 13 
(HHK, BG), this the earliest record ever for Alabama's coastal 
plmn, and Oct. 26 in Sumner, Tenn. (CGD, m.ob.). 

GULLS AND TERNS--Records of Franklin's Gulls 

spanned the period Oct. 5-Nov. 24. Of special interest were 
s•ghtings at Dauphin I., Oct. 15 (RAD, SD, AF, DF) and Ft. 
Walton Beach, Fla., Nov. 11 (RAD, LD, SD, HC). An inland 
Alabama record, Nov. 22 & 24 in Lauderdale (TH, DJS), was 
also notable, being the first November record for Alabama's 
Tennessee Valley. High counts of migrating Franklin's included 
550 over Cameron, La., Oct. 26 (KVR, GR, PM), and 456 Oct. 
30 and 700-800 Nov. 1 at L. Millwood, Ark. (CM). Over 100 
were counted on Cameron's beaches Nov. 1 & 2 (DLD, SWC). 
A Little Gull at L. Millwood Oct. 15 (CM, DRH) provided the 
2nd record for Arkansas (and the lake). Records of a total of 
tone Ring-billed Gulls on Sardis L., Miss., Aug. 19-30 (MD) 
were the first August records for that locality. Single California 

Gulls on Rutherford Beach, Cameron, Sept 27 & 28-29 (SWC, 
DLD, CEQ) represented the 7th and 8th records for Lorestuna, 
all in the last 2 years. The birds were in adult winter and 2nd- 
winter plumage, respectively. An imm. Herring Gull on Sardis 
L., Miss., Aug. 19-30 (MD) was earliest ever there by 11 weeks, 
and an adult in Jefferson, Ala., Oct. 4 (TAI, BM) was the 2nd- 
earliest for the Birmingham area. While there are always 
stragglers on the coastal beaches throughout the summer, work 
this fall showed that they trickle into coastal s.w. Louisiana 
throughout August. Lesser Black-backed Gulls again appeared 
on Cameron, La., beaches in late September and were gone by 
November. The records, all of adults, were: one Sept. 25 (PMcK, 
CF), three Sept. 27-29 (DLD, SWC, CEQ), two Oct. 12 (SWC, 
DLD), two Oct. 18-19 (SWC, DLD, GR), and one Oct. 26 (KVR, 
GR, RM). The total number of individuals involved was thought 
to be five or six. Alabama's 3rd record of the species was of 
one in Marshall Nov. 7 (AM, ADM), and an adult on the Gulf- 
port-Biloxi beach from Nov. 17 on (JT, DK--ph. JT) was thought 
to be the same individual that had wintered the previous 3 
years. A Great Black-backed Gull at Dauphin I., Oct. 3 (PK, 
ER, BR, JR) was the earliest ever for Alabama by one month 
Observers in other parts of the Region, especially along the 
coast, may be perturbed to learn that Sabine's Gull, represented 
this fall by the sighting of a juvenile on Oct. 10 (CM), is no 
longer regarded as unusual at Arkansas' L. Millwood! 

Inland middle Tennessee sightings of single Com. Terns at 
Cross Creeks N.W.R., July 13 (JCR) and at Percy Priest L., Aug 
8 (TJS, DMM) were quite unusual, and while these reports are 
seconded by Stedman, observers are reminded of the identi- 
fication problems, especially that posed by imm. Forster's 
Terns. Numbers of Com. Terns along Cameron beaches de- 
clined from over 100 Aug. 1-2 (DLD, SWC, DM) to only a few 
in September. Dirtmann and Cardiff concluded that migrants 
began to arrive in late August and early September, and 60 
seen in Hancock, Miss., Aug. 25 (JT, DK) were also thought to 
be migrants. Two Least Terns in Lauderdale, Ala., Aug. 17 
(NP) were worth noting, while four in Lonoke Oct. 4 (HP, MP) 
were latest ever for Arkansas by nearly 2 weeks. An imm 
Sooty Tern at Rutherford Beach, Cameron, Sept. 30 (DLD, SWC) 
provided one of the few Louisiana records away from the Cur- 
lew I. breeding colony. Black Terns were late in Cameron Nov 
I (SWC) and in Jackson, Miss., Nov. 30 (TLS, MFH). 

DOVES THROUGH WOODPECKERS -- Records of 

White-winged Doves suggested a good movement into the 
coastal part of the Region. The earliest record of all was the 
easternmost, Oct. 13 in Escambia, Fla. (RAD), where the species 
is rarely encountered. There were several records from Ft 
Morgan, Ala., coastal Mississippi, and Grand Isle and Cameron, 
La. An Inca Dove was seen in Cameron Oct. 26 (NN, RDP, MM, 
DM). Although individual records of Corn. Ground-Dove do 
not merit recounting, the situation may soon change for th•s 
apparently-declining species. There was an early sighting at 
Cameron, La., Aug. 30 (KVR) and a report of 5 observations 
involving seven birds in Hancock, Miss., Oct. 6-Nov. 26 (JT) 
One Oct. 4 in Williamson, Tenn. (SJS), provided the first de- 
finitive Nashville area record. Late for n.w. Arkansas was an 
imm. Black-billed Cuckoo in Benton Oct. 19 (MM1). Indications 
of declining numbers of Greater Roadrunners at the edge of 
their range in Arkansas and Louisiana has stimulated more 
careful reporting of their occurrence. This fall there were 2 
reports from each state, from Caddo and Ouachita, La. (HHJ, 
SK, CMD), and Franklin and Madison, Ark. (DJ, NB). There 
were 16 reports of Groove-billed Anis from n.w. Florida to s.w 
Louisiana, all in coastal or near-coastal locations. Most inter- 
esting was an unprecedentedly early record in Harrison, Miss, 
Sept. 8 (HS) and up to three at Ft. Morgan, Ala., Oct. 7-26 
(RAD, PB, LGa, AMe, CDC). Numbers in s.w. Louisiana were 
thought to be up, but there were few records for the s.e. part 
of the state. A Burrowing Owl recovered as a roadkill at L 
Millwood, Ark., Oct. 16 (DRH*) furnished the first local record 
There were 3 reports of Long-eared Owl: one heard at Vicks- 
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burg Sept 4 (GTL), one seen at Holla Bend N W R, Ark, Nov 
23 (CM, WM), and perhaps as many as six in a roost near Ox- 
ford, Miss., Nov. 22 & 23 (JM, GK, SK, MD). A Short-eared Owl 
at Cross Creeks N.W.R., Nov. 16 (JCR) provided the first fall 
record for middle Tennessee in some years. Late Cam. Night- 
hawks were seen near Decatur, Ala., Nov. 7 (AM, ADM) and 
•n Davidson, Tenn., Nov. 28 (PBH). Three reports of Whip- 
poor-wills from Cameron, La., are mentioned here because of 
the suggestion that the frequency of sightings in fall is de- 
creasing. The sightings were Aug. 15 (MJM), Sept. 15 (SWC, 
DLD), and Sept. 28 (MS). While western hummingbirds were 
rather scarce, especially in Louisiana whence most records 
originate, the season was not without its interesting records 
of hummingbirds. McKenzie reported a peak number of 250- 
300 Ruby-throated Hummingbirds in the vicinity of his Baton 
Rouge, La., residence Aug. 30. Black-chinned records included 
an imm. male at the end of the period in Reserve, La. (RJS), 
where the species is regular in winter, and a report from Ft. 
Walton Beach, Fla., Nov. 12 /DW), which would provide the 
4th record for n.w. Florida if accepted. Again capturing the 
headlines was a e Calliope Hummingbird at Stein's feeders in 
Reserve Nov. 12-18 (RJS, KVR, NLN), the 3rd record there in 
4 years! The bird was banded by Newfield, who preserved a 
tail feather (to LSUMZ). Records of Rufous Hummingbirds in- 
cluded an ad. male at Hattiesburg, Miss., Aug. 30-Sept. 4 (TG, 
LG), another ad. male at Florence, Ala., Aug. 29-Sept. 3 (PK, 
DK, NP, m.ob.), and an ad. female in Baton Rouge Aug. 29 to 
the end of the period (PMcK) which had arrived Nov. 30, 1984, 
was banded 3 days later, departed March 1985, returned the 
following Oct. 2, left again in April, to return this fall! En- 
couraging was a count of 122 Red-headed Woodpeckers in 
Shelby Forest S.P., Tenn., Oct. 26 (T.O.S.). 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH SWALLOWS-- There was 

some evidence from reports submitted that it was a better- 
than-average season for Olive-sided Flycatchers; among the 
records, which spanned the period Aug. 12-Sept. 27, was a 
report of six in Cameron, La., Aug. 30 (KVR, MS). A wood- 
pewee collected Sept. 29 in Cameron (RJS, •*) was identified 
by Cardiff as being a W. Wood-Pewee. One E. Wood-Pewee in 
Benton, Ark., Oct. 16 (MM1) and two at Cameron Nov. I (SWC, 
DLD] were late migrants. There were 22 records of specifically- 
identified Empidonax flycatchers submitted, including all the 
eastern species. Of Yellow-bellied Flycatchers there were 7 
reports spanning the period Aug. 2 to Oct. 7. The former record, 
of one in Cameron (SWC, DM, DLD*), was the earliest ever for 
Louisiana. The other records included one calling in Ozark 
N.F., Ark., Aug. 31 (MM1), a well-described but silent bird in 
Montgomery, Ala., Sept. 22 (LGa), for the 3rd record for the 
Alabama coastal plain, singing birds at Hattiesburg, Miss., Oct. 
I & 3 (TG, LG), and single calling individuals Oct. 6 & 7 in 
Lafitte N.P. (DM). Finally, one was retrieved as a tower kill at 
Nashville's WSM-TV Oct. 6 (KAG). Although "Traill's"-type 
Flycatchers were reported between Aug. I and Oct. 12, the 
only bird that could be confidently identified to species was a 
Willow Flycatcher singing in Benton, Ark., Aug. 2 (MM1]. Least 
Flycatchers were reported from Cameron, La., between Aug. 
I and Oct. 24, with a maximum of eight Aug. 1-2 (SWC, 
DE D, DM). 

Of 5 records of Vermilion Flycatchers, 3 were dated Oct. 25: 
Ft. Morgan, Ala. (LGa, AMe), and Johnson's Bayou (GR, KVR, 
PM) and Gum Cove (VR, DLD, SWC) in Cameron, La. Another 
was in Cameron Oct. 26 (MM, DM, NN, RDP), and there was 
one in lackson, Miss., Nov. 18 (iT, CD). Records of western 
Myiarchus included an Ash-throated Flycatcher in Baldwin, 
Ala., Oct. 17, two at Cameron Nov. I (BZ, VR*), and one at Ft. 
Plckens, Fla., Nov. 15 (RWB). A Great Crested Flycatcher in 
Shelby, Ala., Oct. 11 (GA, HHK) was the latest for the state 
except for 2 very old coastal records. An apparent Brown- 
crested Flycatcher was seen at Grand Isle, La., on the re- 
markably early date of Aug. 24 (NN, RDP); for s.e. Louisiana, 
there is no previous record before late November. The record 

will be acted upon by the L O S Bird Records Committee One 
should add that the idenhficatlon problems are far from trwlal, 
whether one is distinguishing Brown-crested from Great 
Crested or from Ash-throated. Twelve reports of W. Kingbirds 
involving over 20 birds were received, indicating a good 
movement along the coast. These included early records m 
Cameron, La., Aug. 21 (DLD, SWC), and at Lafitte N.P., La., 
Aug. 26 (DM). A Gray Kingbird in lackson, Miss., Sept. 6 (JT, 
CD) was unusual; most Mississippi records come from the bar- 
rier islands. At least 18 Scissor-tailed Flycatchers were seen 
away from s.w. Louisiana, where numbers are often sizeable, 
between Sept. 14 and Nov. 2. Interesting records included one 
Sept. 14 at Memphis (RP), another in Baton Rouge, La., Sept. 
28 (KVR), single birds in Warren, Miss., and nearby Madison, 
La., Oct. 6 & 8, respectively (GTL), an adult at Ft. Morgan Oct 
26-27 (LGa, FS, CDC), and a very late individual for n.w Ar- 
kansas Nov. 2 (NB). At the L.O.S. fall meeting, every party 
counted 100 or more Scissor-taileds. 

Three Horned Larks near Shreveport Oct. 19 (HHJ, SK) may 
have been the first recorded in Louisiana in October. Late and 

possibly latest ever for Alabama was a • Purple Martin at Ft 
Morgan Nov. 17 (GDJ, DGJ), and late as well for middle Ten- 
nessee was a Tree Swallow at Cross Creeks N.W.R., Nov 26 
(JCR). Tree Swallows were thought to be present in reduced 
numbers in w. Tennessee (BBC, LCC). A continuous migratory 
movement of N. Rough-winged Swallows in Cameron, La., Oct 
15 (KVR) was estimated to involve some 25,000 birds; five in 
lackson, Miss., Nov. 29 (MFH) were very late, although birds 
winter occasionally. Unusually large for what is basically an 
uncommon migrant was a count of 800+ Cliff Swallows over 
Cameron, La., Aug. 30 (KVR, MS). Late reports of Barn Swallows 
came from Rutherford, Tenn., Nov. 16 (MHI) and Hancock, 
Miss., Nov. 28 (TLS, MH, JT). 

CROWS THROUGH WAXWINGS--Are Am. Crows 

nocturnal migrants? No, one might say .... Yet James observed 
a flock of 14 flying S after dark (18:30 CST) and calling together 
on Nov. 5, low enough to be detected in the glow of streethghts 
on a night of very low ceiling. The first record of Carohna 
Chickadee for Grand Isle, La., a barrier island separated from 
forests to the north by more than 20 mi of coastal marsh, was 
obtained when one was seen there Aug. 9 (RDP, DM, MM) 
Although Stedman thought Red-breasted Nuthatches in middle 
Tennessee more numerous than in a normal year (but well 
below the invasion of 1985), there was only one other report 
submitted to this writer, that of one Oct. 19 in Madison, Miss 
( JT, MD, M.O.S.]. Of the Blue-listed Bewick's Wren there were 
5 reports: Aug. 5 in Sebastian, Ark. (KM), Oct. 9 in Newton, 
Miss. (JMM), Oct. 20 in Gulf Breeze, Fla. (RWB), Oct. 26 in 
Cameron, La. (NN, RDP, DM, MM), and Nov. 1-15 in Green- 
ville, Ala. (CK). Golden-crowned Kinglets made a big showing, 
arriving in numbers on the Louisiana coast by the last week 
in October. 

It was generally conceded to have been a very poor fall for 
migrant thrushes; Muth, for example, saw no Catharus 
thrushes and one Wood Thrush during the migration season 
at Lafitte N.P., birding nearly every day. The author saw neither 
Veery nor Gray-cheeked Thrush all fall. On the other hand, 
a Veery was early at Nashville Aug. 31 (KAG), single Swainsoffs 
Thrushes were considered unusual in Washington, Ark., Sept 
17 (MM1, BS), and one was mildly late in Cameron, La., Oct 
26 (DLD, SWC). While a Hermit Thrush in Washington, Ark, 
Oct. 7 (MM1) was said to be earliest for the state by one day, 
the species routinely reaches the Louisiana coast by about the 
end of the first week in October. A Sage Thrasher photo- 
graphed at Ft. Morgan Oct. 14 & 15 (SD, m.ob., ph. AM) provided 
the 3rd record for Alabama. A flock of 10 Cedar Waxwings in 
Benton, Ark., Aug. 16 (MM1) was unusual for such an early 
date. 

VIREOS, WARBLERS- A White-eyed Vireo in Benton 
Nov. 22 (MMI) was late for n.w. Arkansas. There were 3 records 

102 American Birds, Spnng 1987 



of Bell's V•reo, •nclud•ng 2 from n w Florida, where there had 
been only 4 prewous records. One was m Cameron, La., Sept. 
15 (SWC, DLD, JH) and the Florida records were Sept. 21 at Ft. 
Prokens (RAD) and Sept. 27 at Gulf Breeze (LD, SD, RLB, RWB, 
RAD). Quite early was a Solitary Vireo in Washington, Ark., 
Sept. 6 (MM1), while a Yellow-throated Vireo there Oct. 7 (MM1) 
was late for n.w. Arkansas. Reports of Warbling Vireos included 
a very early one in Cameron, La., Aug. 30 (DM, SWC, DLD). 
On the biggest day of the fall at Grand Isle, La., Aug. 29--a 
rather early date for such a fallout--over 100 Red-eyed Vireos 
were among some 500+ transients counted in 31/2 hours. While 
a Blue-winged Warbler at Lafitte N.P., La., Oct. 28 (DM) was 
nearly a month later than the expected departure date for the 
species, Golden-winged Warblers were somewhat late at Grand 
Isle, La., Oct. 12 (AS, GS) and at Lafitte N.P., Oct. 14 (DM). On 
the other hand, one at Gulf Breeze, Fla., Aug. 4 (RAD, LD, SD) 
was the earliest ever there. A classic "Brewster's" Warbler in 

Montgomery, Tenn., Sept. 9 (AHH) was the only report of this 
hybrid complex. The earliest fall record for s.e. Louisiana of 
Tennessee Warbler was established Aug. 29 at Grand Isle (AS, 
GS), when 20 were seen! Also early was one in Adair, Okla., 
lust across the Arkansas line Sept. 2 (MM1), and an Orange- 
crowned Warbler in Cameron Sept. 28 (MS) was probably the 
earliest ever for Louisiana. Among a number of records of 
Nashville Warbler in s.w. Louisiana, where it is not unusual 
in migration, was a probable earliest-ever record Aug. 22 
(SWC). Records in Hancock, Miss., Sept. 24 and Oct. 20 (JT, 
DK) were noteworthy. 

A Yellow Warbler in Cameron Oct. 26 (GR) was some 2 weeks 
late. Nine records of Chestnut-sided Warbler in n.w. Arkansas 

between the early date of Aug. 28 and Oct. 7 (MM1) added to 
the limited knowledge of the movement of the species through 
that area in fall. Very early was an imm. * Magnolia Warbler 
at Cameron, La., Aug. 29 (SWC, DLD, DM); peak numbers in 
coastal Mississippi were 100+ Oct. 7 in Hancock (JT, DK, GM). 
In spite of several records last fall, the Cape May Warbler con- 
t•nues to be an unexpected bird in fall over much of the Region, 
especially to the west. This fall the lone record was of one in 
Cameron Sept. 28 (MS*). There were at least 5 records of Black- 
throated Blue Warblers from s.w. Louisiana between Sept. 30 
and Oct. 25, and one from coastal Mississippi Oct. 6. An Oct. 
4 s•ghting in Washington (MM1) provided the first record for 
n w. Arkansas. There were 2 reports of"Audubon's" (Yellow- 
rumped) Warblers from Cameron, Sept. 30 (RJS, MW) and Oct. 
25 (KVR, GR, PM, m.ob.). While three Black-throated Green 
Warblers in Lafitte N.P. on Nov. 11 (DM) were late, 25 at Grand 
Isle under "fallout" conditions Aug. 29 (GS, AS) were early 
and a high number for any date. A Yellow-throated Warbler 
at Fontainbleau S.P., La., Nov. 30 (JK) was probably wintering. 
At least 300 Palm Warblers seen in Hancock Oct. 22 (CC, HC, 
JS) far exceeded previous high numbers for coastal Mississippi. 
Earliest ever for s.e. Louisiana by nearly 3 weeks was a Bay- 
breasted Warbler at Grand Isle, La., Sept. 2 (RDP, NN). Quite 
unusual was an imm. * Blackpoll Warbler in Cameron, La., 
Sept. 15 (SWC, DLD, JH*), for one of the few fall records for 
the state. 

Eighteen Cerulean Warblers at Grand Isle Aug. 29 (AS, GS) 
following a frontal passage represented a s.e. Louisiana all- 
time high count; other high totals on that date included 30 
Black-and-white Warblers, 20 Am. Redstarts, 150 Prothonotary 
Warblers, 40 Worm-eating Warblers, 25 Ovenbirds, and 18 N. 
Waterthrushes. Fifty redstarts in Hancock, Miss., Oct. 7 (JT, 
GM, CD) were also notable. A N. Waterthrush at Ft. Morgan 
Nov. 26 (CDC) was the latest for Alabama, except for wintering 
records (and we all know the problem of making that distinc- 
tran), and one was present into the winter period at Lafitte 
N P., La. (DM). Without precedent in s.e. Louisiana in the fall 
were the 80 Kentucky Warblers at Grand Isle Aug. 29 (AS, GS). 
An ad. • Mourning Warbler was locally early in Washington, 
Ark., Aug. 24 (MM1) and a female in Birmingham Sept. 3 (TAT) 
trod the earliest date for Alabama. A very early Canada Warbler 
was in Cameron, La., Aug. 9 (SWC, DLD), and 5 records during 

the period in nw Arkansas and nmghboring Admr, Okla 
(MM1) were considered notable by Neal. 

TANAGERS THROUGH TRUE FINCHES -- A • Summer 

Tanager in Plaquemines, La., luly 26 (DLD) was a month early 
if a migrant, but the species is not known to occur within 50 
mi of this locale during the breeding season. A • Scarlet Tanager 
in Madison, Ark., Sept. 24 (IN) was late for the n. part of that 
state. While early dates for Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were set 
by one in Washington, Ark., Sept. 6 (MM1), Sept. 12 in Cameron, 
La. (MS), and Sept. 15 at Starkville, Miss. (JAI, BI), a Blue Gros- 
beak at Ft. Morgan, Ala., Nov. 16 (RAD) was late, as was an 
Indigo Bunting in Washington, Ark., Oct. 25 (MM1). There were 
but 4 reports of Clay-colored Sparrows: Oct. 8 in Reserve (RIS), 
Oct. 15 at New Orleans (RDP) and in Cameron (DLD, SWC-- 
two), and Nov. 6 in Hancock, Miss. (IT, GM, IS--two). Single 
Sharp-tailed Sparrows found by Robinson at Cross Creeks 
N.W.R., Stewart, Tenn., Nov. 8 and in Henry, Tenn., the next 
day were unusual. There were early records of Swamp Spar- 
row, Sept. 7 in Warren, Miss. (GTL), White-throated Sparrow, 
Oct. 12 in Harrison, Miss. (IS), and Dark-eyed lunco, Oct. 22 
in Harrison, Miss. (IT, CD), the latter being the earliest ever 
by 9 days and the only report to the end of the season. Lapland 
Longspurs were seen in the Memphis area Nov. 9 (ICR) and 
had reached the Alabama coast by Nov. 26 when one was seen 
at Ft. Morgan (CDC); two were also seen in Mobile Dec 2 
(TAT, CKr). 

Reports of Bobolinks were Aug. 29 and Sept. 2 near Grand 
Isle, La. (AS, GW, NN, RDP), Benton, Ark., Sept. I (MM1), and 
Ship T., Miss., on Oct. 22 (IT, CD); Yellow-headed Blackbirds 
were in Benton Sept. 28 (NB, KS, BS, MM1 et al.) and Oct 5 
(DI, IF, LO), and at Ft. Morgan, Ala., Oct. 15-22 (RAD, PB). The 
sighting of Brewer's Blackbird in Lawrence in Middle Tennes- 
see for the 3rd fall in a row was of interest; the species is a 
rare winter resident in the area. A flock of Great-tailed Grackles 

in Benton Oct. 5 (DI, IF) represented the northernmost record 
for Arkansas. Bronzed Cowbirds are now well-established as 

breeding birds in New Orleans and Reserve, La. (well-birded 
areas; no doubt the species is somewhat more widespread) 
This fall that was indicated by the 3rd breeding record for the 
latter location, established by the observation of a fledgling 
being fed by Orchard Orioles Aug. 1-18 (RIS). Furthermore, 3 
records from Cameron Oct. 13-Nov. 2 (SWC, DLD, FB, GB) 
documented growing numbers in s.w. Louisiana. Only one re- 
cord of Purple Finch was received and indications were that 
numbers would be low. Information submitted on House Finch 
consisted of a male at Oxford, Miss., since May 4 that was 
joined by a female around Aug. 6, both present until Aug. 29 
(MD, SD), a female in coastal Hancock, Miss., Oct. 23 (JT), and 
a not particularly surprising seven in Marshall, Ala., Nov. 29 
(GDJ, HHK, BG). A Lesser Goldfinch reported from Benton, 
Ark., Nov. 25 (AE) was said to have been visiting the same 
feeder since the summer of 1983. A breeding-plumaged • Am 
Goldfinch in W. Carroll, La., on the remarkable date of Sept 
7 (CMD, ph. to LSUMZ) suggested breeding nearby; there is 
one nesting record for Louisiana. According to Stedman, there 
were reports of a few small flocks of Evening Grosbeaks m 
middle Tennessee, norle documented; there was no other hint 
of a movement that might bring birds farther south. 

CORRIGENDUM -- The report of a "Red-backed Sandpiper" 
(:Dunlin) at Cape San Bias, Fla., June 26, 1954 (AFN 8:350) should 
be deleted. According to the observer (Henry M. Stevenson), the 
report resulted from an error in transcription. 
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Newfield, Liz Odom, Christopher Parish, Helen Parker, Max Par- 
ker, D. Patterson, Rob Peeples, Joree Pennell, James R. Peters, Ned 
Piper, Robert D. Purrington, K. Pyle, Carlos E. Quintela, John Ran- 
dolph, Elberta Reid, Bob Reid, Van Remsen, John C. Robinson, Bill 
Rodgers, Gary Rosenberg, K. V. Rosenberg, B. Sanger, Terence L 
Schiefer, John Sevenair (JSe), Floyd Sherrod, Damien J. Simbeck, 
Richard W. Simmons, Harry Slack, AI Smalley, Gwen Smalley, 
Kim Smith, Curt SorrelIs, Jim Spence, Stephen J. Stedman (Middle 
Tennessee), Barbara H. Stedman, Ronald J. Stein, Henry M. Ste- 
venson, Mark Swan, Lynn Tenelove, Vic Theobald, Judith Toups 
(Coastal Mississippi), Phillip Wallace, Don Ware, Melvin Weber, 
Cliff Whitehead, Jane Williams, Terry J. witt, Willa York, Grady 
York, Margaret Zimmerman, Bob Zink.--ROBERT D. PURRING- 
TON, Dept. of Physics, Tulane University, New Orleans, LA 
70118. 

PRAIRIE PROVINCES REGION 

Wayne C. Harris 

he fall weather in 1986 was almost a duplicate of that of 1985. August was generally warm and dry, followed 
by six weeks of cool wet weather and then our traditional 
"Indian Summer," a two-week mild dry spell. Snow arrived 
over much of the Region at the end of October and the 
weather became progressively colder through November 
w•th temperatures reaching the -30øC to -40øC range by 
month's end. The pattern just described is typical of this 
area, although the lengths can vary: a warm dry end to 
summer, a cool wet beginning to fall, then a warm dry 
interlude before winter! 

How did this affect bird migrations? It meant a rather 
orderly southward movement of passetines with few really 
large waves, and a rather large movement of larger birds, 
primarily waterfowl and raptors, just before the onset of 
cold weather. The cold November meant few later lingering 
species remained or survived. 

ABBREVIATIONS- N.L.M.L. = north end of Last Mountain 
Lake, Saskatchewan. 

LOONS THROUGH IBISES -- Most Corn. Loons were gone 
by late October, the largest counts occurring in early October 
with 22 on L. Diefenbaker Oct. 7 and 17 at N.L.M.L., Oct. 10; 
the last dates were Nov. 2 at Cold Lake, Alta., Nov. 3 at 
N L.M.L., and Nov. 8 at Blackstrap L., s. of Saskatoon (PM, RK, 
WCH, JBG). Pacific Loons were reported in their normal low 
numbers with two at Calgary Nov. 4, two separate individuals 
in the Regina area, and one Nov. 3 at N.L.M.L. (DC, AS, CA, 
TR, BK, WCH). Rarities in the south were a Red-throated Loon 
at Regina Beach, Sask., Oct. 25-27 (BL, TR, m.ob.), and another 
at Calgary Oct. 11 (JBS). An Eared Grebe at Lethbridge Nov. 
8 was unusually late (MOS). 

At L. Diefenbaker, counts of Am. White Pelican were of 200 
Aug. 3 and 740 Aug. 27, both excellent counts for a non-breed- 
•ng area (SOJ, MAG). Also at L. Diefenbaker Aug. 27 were 44 
Great Blue Herons (MAG). Only Manitoba reported Great Egrets 
with 7 sightings from 5 locations Aug. 11 to Oct. 5 (fide RFK). 
The highest count of Black-crowned Night-Herons was of 59 
Sept. 10 at Crane L. (MAG). The ibises reported during the 
summer remained and numbers increased. Michael Gollop, 
who made regular checks of both Chaplin and Crane lakes, 
found four ibises (sp.) at Chaplin and three at Crane Aug. 8. 
On Aug. 25 there were nine ibises at Chaplin and three at 
Crane; and on Sept. 20 there were two Glossy, five White- 
faced, and two unidentified ibises at Crane Lake. 

MONTANA NORTH DAKOTA 

WATERFOWL, RAPTORS- The majority of waterfowl 
moved S at the end of October with the advent of winter-hke 
conditions. Wood Ducks are regular only in Manitoba and s e 
Saskatchewan and rare elsewhere in the Region. Consequently, 
three Aug. 29 at Calgary were noteworthy, as was one at 
Blackstrap L., s. of Saskatoon, Sept. 1-7 (JP, SA, MAG). Peak 
numbers of Blue-winged Teal were reported Aug. 8 at Chaplin 
L., where 2400 were seen, and Green-winged Teal peaked Aug 
25 with 2005 at Crane L. (MAG). American Black Ducks were 
seen in unprecedented numbers with 117 Aug. 22 at Oak Lake, 
Man., and 30 Oct. 21 at Churchill (RFK, GG, BC). of interest 
were seven Black x Mallard hybrids at Whitewater L., Man 
(CC). Also seen in impressive numbers were Ring-necked 
Ducks with 390 in the Spiritwood, Sask., area Aug. 9, and 110 
in the same area Aug. 26. Also on Oct. 5 there were 85 on 
Thackray L., Sask. (MAG). The 3500 Corn. Goldeneyes Nov 
15 probably made the largest concentration of this s•3ecies ever 
reported in Saskatchewan (BL). Now for the rarer clucks--all 
are divers. Greater Scaup were again seen at the s. end 9f Last 
Mountain L., with four seen both Oct. 18 and Nov. 4 (RK, CA) 
There were also four at Calgary Oct. 26 (RS, MH, SA). Single 
Harlequin Ducks were seen at Cold Lake, Alta., Oct. 30, Patricia 
Beach, Man., Oct. 26, and Grand Beach, Man., Nov. I (PM, RP, 
BB). Black Scoters, rare inland, were seen at Regina Beach Oct 
29, Cold Lake Nov. 2, and St. Ambrose, Man., Oct. 15 (CA, PM, 
RK, RFK, RT). A large number of Hooded Mergansers was re- 
ported at the s. end of Last Mountain L., with 109 Oct 31 
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furnishing the highest count and the greatest number ever 
seen in Saskatchewan (BL). 

On Sept. 28, Guy Wapple witnessed a spectacular S move- 
ment of Swainson's Hawks. As he approached Weyburn, Sask., 
he stopped to check a few buteos, and was amazed to find 
numerous Swainson's Hawks. Within 10 minutes 425 had 

passed by, along with 40 Red-tailed Hawks and 50 unidentified 
buteos. Such a count is totally unexpected at this latitude, and 
is reminiscent of Central America rather than Saskatchewan. 
Other good Swainson's counts included 50 at Tribune, Sask., 
Sept. 23 and a flock of 60 presumed failed/non-breeders near 
Bromhead, Sask., during August (RM, CB). A late Swainson's 
Hawk was seen near Dilke Oct. 11 and another was near Mel- 
fort Nov. 3 (MB, FM). Larger concentrations than normal of 
Red-tailed Hawks were also reported; there were 100 in the 
Qu'appelle Valley n. of Regina Sept. 7, and 50 roosted overnight 
in one farm shelterbelt near Bromhead (TR, CB). A rare Red- 
shouldered Hawk was seen at Oak Hammock, Man., Aug. 22- 
23 (GG, RFK, RT). The Rough-legged Hawk migration was the 
best in several years and good numbers were still present at 
penod's end. A total of 34 Peregrine Falcon sightings was re- 
ported, somewhat more than usual, compared to only 18 Prairie 
Falcon sightings (fide WCH). 

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH TERNS- An exceptionally 
good count of 100 Black-bellied Plovers was at Moose Jaw Aug. 
14 (PRK). More Lesser Golden-Plovers than usual appeared in 
Alberta, with peak numbers of 20 at Edmonton Sept. 14 and 
18 at Calgary Oct. 12 (PM, RK, JBS). Some exceptionally good 
counts of Am. Avocet were received, the best being of 350 at 
Calgary Aug. 3 and 200 at Chaplin L., Aug. 12 (JBS, MAG). 
Small numbers (up to 18) of Hudsonian Godwits were reported 
at Churchill up to Aug. 18 (BC), while in the south there were 
29 at Clearwater, Man., Aug. 12 and 250 at Chaplin L., Aug. 
8, at Saskatoon they were present until Sept. I with the largest 
number being 437 Aug. 10 (CC, MAG). There were two Ruddy 
Turnstones at Churchill Oct. 9, yet the latest report in the 
south was Aug. 3 at Calgary (BC, JBS)! Red Knots are rarely 
reported in fall; this fall the only report was of one at Meadow 
Lake P.P., Sask., Sept. 3 (RDW, GJW). There were 3 sightings 
totalling four individuals of W. Sandpipers at Calgary (fide 
DC), while in Winnipeg there were four singles reported Sept. 
7-Oct. 15 (fide RFK). The Region's first Rufous-necked Stint 
was an adult at Calgary, Alta., Aug. 6 (RS). A flock of 3000 
Whlte-rumped Sandpipers at Churchill Oct. 9 was a large 
number for such a late date (BC). Saskatchewan's first Purple 
Sandpiper was a single bird with two Sanderlings on the icy 
edge of Last Mountain L., n.w. of Govan, Nov. 3 (WCH). A very 
late Am. Woodcock was at Winnipeg Oct. 31 (RFK). 

The only jaegers reported this fall were Parasitics with singles 
at Winnipeg Sept. 13, Saskatoon Sept. 14, and L. Diefenbaker 
Sept. 20 (RWK, RFK, PT, JAW, SOJ). A very late Franklin's Gull 
was found at Tisdale Nov. 3 (FM) and a Bonaparte's Gull at 
Wabamum L., Alta., Nov. 10 was equally late (PM, RK). There 
were 3 reports of single Little Gulls: at Grand Rapids, Man., 
Sept. 23 and Oct. 15, and at Beaverhill L., Alta., Oct. 14 (JC, 
DH, RK, PM). A California Gull at Cold L., Nov. 20 was very 
late (PM, RK). Increasing numbers of Thayer's Gulls are re- 
ported each fall. This year there was a single at Cold L., Oct. 
27-Nov. 21, up to five at Regina Beach Oct. 5-Nov. 11, and 
one at Patricia Beach Nov. I (RK, PM, CA, BL, RP). A Great 
Black-backed Gull was found at Edmonton Oct. 26 (PM, RK, 
ph ). There were at least three Sabine's Gulls at Blackstrap L., 
Sept. 7, and singles were at Grand Beach Sept. 9 & 23 and 
Calgary Sept. 19-20 (SJS, MDG, MS, JC, RS, AS). A single Com. 
Tern at Lac des Arcs, Alta., Oct. 11 was exceptionally late 
(JBS), and an Arctic Tern at Delta Sept. 13 provided a rare 
inland record of this species (CC). 

CUCKOOS THROUGH WRENS -- A Black-billed Cuckoo 

at Grande Prairie Oct. 9 was a month later than they are nor- 
mally found in this area (KRL). Snowy Owls were conspicu- 
ously absent; in fact, there were not even 20 reports for the 

entire Region, and some observers would normally see that 
many in November by themselves. There were some excep- 
tionally late dates for Com. Nighthawks with singles seen Sept 
27 in the Qu'appelle Valley n. of Regina, Sept. 29 at Winnipeg, 
and Oct. I at Raymore (BL, RFK, WCH). A • Black-chinned 
Hummingbird was seen at Weyburn Aug. 11 (NP). A Least 
Flycatcher at Otter Falls, Man., Oct. 18 was exceptionally late 
(RFK), as was a Great Crested Flycatcher at Raymore Oct. 2 
(WCH, SML). A rarity was a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher near Cal- 
gary Aug. 22 (HH, DE). 

The S movement of Com. Ravens onto the plains has over 
the past 10 years become a regular occurrence. There were 
up to 10 daily at Good Spirit L. (WJA), at Sheho the highest 
count was of four Oct. 19 (WN), and on Nov. 15, 20 were seen 
between Wynyard and Yorkton (DGH). Farther s. there were 
two at Round Lake, nine at Regina, five at Spy Hill, one at 
Raymore, one at N.L.M.L., one at Hanley, and 16 sightings in 
the Saskatoon area (DF, DGN, FWL, SJS, WCH, MDG). Medicine 
Hat's first Mountain Chickadee records were of two seen Oct 
27 & 31 (MOS). There was also an increase in White-breasted 
Nuthatch numbers at Medicine Hat, with 30-t- sightings com- 
pared to the normal one (RG)! A late Marsh Wren was seen at 
Edmonton Oct. 14 (RK, PM). 

BLUEBIRDS THROUGH WARBLERS--In s.e. Sas- 
katchewan and s.w. Manitoba, E. Bluebirds were more com- 
mon than usual with five at Carlyle, Sask., Sept. 20-23, one at 
Oxbow, Sask., Oct. 13, and 36 sightings at Stonewall, Man, 
Sept. 8-Oct. 11 (DS, JHP, KG). Farther west, where they are 
rare at best, a pair was seen in Cypress Hills P.P., Sask., Aug. 
30, and one was at Benyon near Calgary Oct. 26 (RDW, RS, 
MH, SA). American Robins were much more common than 
normal at Carlyle, Medicine Hat, Oxbow, Dilke, Melfort, and 
Sundre, Alta. (DS, RG, JHP, MB, FM, FH). They were also more 
common at Raymore, where numbers approached those con- 
sidered normal in the 1960s. There were up to 450/day seen 
in September and early October. These numbers and the as- 
sociated good counts of N. Flickers and Merlins were remi- 
niscent of days before the population decreases associated with 
the DDT era. It has taken 20 years, but slowly some species 
are returning to some resemblance of former numbers (WCH) 
Varied Thrushes were seen at Kleefeld, Man., the first week 
of October, Churchill Oct. 5, Winnipeg Oct. 29, and Saskatoon 
Sept. 26 (RD, BT, KC). 

Late Loggerhead Shrikes were seen at Bobram, Sask., Sept 
13 and Wolseley Sept. 21 (FHB, JDH). There were more N 
Parulas than normal reported in s. Manitoba, while one at 
Francis Aug. 31 was unusual (fide RFK, GL). A Chestnut-sided 
Warbler at Calgary Sept. 14 was locally rare, as were two Bay- 
breasted Warblers Aug. 25 (JM, HP). A very late Cape May 
Warbler was found at Victoria Beach, Man., Nov. I (fide RFK) 
A Black-throated Blue Warbler Oct. 2, and 5 sightings of Pine 
Warblers Aug. 29-Sept. 26, at Francis were unusual (GL) 
Manitoba's 8th Hooded Warbler record was of a female at 

Winnipeg Aug. 17 (RFK). 

OTHER PASSERINES--A Rose-breasted Grosbeak at 

Calgary Oct. 31-Nov. I was exceptionally late (JBS). A late 
Chipping Sparrow was at Oxbow Nov. 28 (JHP) and a late 
Baird's Sparrow was at Weyburn Oct. 12 (NP). A Field Sparrow 
was found at Saskatoon Aug. 14 (HL). 

On Oct. 27, Joyce Araka watched a flock of approximately 
100 Snow Buntings over the open water of Good Spirit Lake 
There was an offshore wind creating a slightly wavy surface, 
and the birds were very low over the water, apparently feeding 
on insect life and behaving very much like swallows. They 
dipped down to the surface repeatedly and one actually dipped 
into the water momentarily and resumed flight. The flock 
worked farther on, staying about 150 m from shore and grad- 
ually moving east. 

Both species of crossbills were very scarce for the 2nd year 
in a row. In fact, all winter finches had failed to show up in 
any numbers by the end of November. 
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Competing for the bird of the fall (with Rufous-necked 
Stint) was a Eurasian Tree Sparrow that showed up at 
the feeder of Jim and Helen Owen near St. Francois Xav- 
ier, just w. of Winnipeg, Nov. 2 and remained until the 
end of the period. It was seen and photographed by nu- 
merous observers. The first impulse would be to pass 
this off as an escaped cage bird, but details suggest oth- 
erwise. The bird appeared during the first major winter 
weather system (associated with snow and strong S 
winds) of the fall. It survived a major blizzard and tem- 
peratures in the -25øC range without showing ill effects, 
indicating that it was quite hardy. The bird was not un- 
usually tame, nor did it show any physical signs of having 
been in captivity. Its plumage was in perfect condition 
and so were the legs and feet. It is not a common cagebird 
and checks of possible local sources turned out negative. 
The origin of the bird has been the subject of some de- 
bate. It appears to belong to the western European race, 
the same as the St. Louis, Mo., birds. None of the ob- 
servers was familiar enough with Asiatic races to rule 
these out, but it apparently was not of the Japanese race. 
A sighting last winter in Vancouver was believed to have 
been man- or ship-assisted, so ours may well be the first 
"natural" ("wild") occurrence in Canada. 

OBSERVERS (local compilers in italics, provincial compilers 
in boldface) -- C. Adam, G.D. Adams, S. Alexander, W. &J. Anaka 
(WJA), R. Andrews, B. Ball, P.L. Beckie, M. Belcher, C. Bjorklund, 
D.W. Black, F.H. Brazier, F. Bogdan, B. Chartier, N. Cleveland, D. 
Collister, H. Copland, C. Cuthbert, R. Dixon, D. Fast, D. Francis, 
K. Gardner, R. Gardner, M.D. Gilliland, J.B. Gallop, M.A. Gallop, 
G. Grieef, M. Hag,l, W.C. Harris, F. Haug, D. Hayward, H. Hick- 
lands, D.G. Hjertaas, G. Holland, B.W. Johns, S.O. Jordheim, 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow at St. Francois Xavier, Manitoba, Nov. 
4. 1986. Photo/R. G. Tester. 

E.W. Kern, R. Klauke, R.W. Knapton, L. Knight, R.F. Koes, B. Kreba, 
F.W. Lahrman, H. Lane, G. Leibelt, K.R. Lurehis, B. Luterbach, E. 
Mah-Lim, F. Markland, P. Marldevitz, R. McKague, J. Moore, R. 
Nero, W. Niven, M. O'Shea, R. Parsons, J.H. Paton, S. Pavka, H. 
Pinel, J. Podlubny, N. Postey, J. Riddell, T. Riff, l, B. Rippen, B. 
Robinson, J.F. Roy, M. Siepman, S.J. Shadick, D. Silcox, A. Slater, 
J.B. Steeves, D. Stiles, R. Storms, B. Taylor, P. Taylor, R. Tkachuk, 
J. Triffo, S. & G. Wait (SGW), R. Wang, G.I. Wapple, R.D. Wapple, 
J.A. Wedgwood, D. Weedon, D. Weidl.--WAYNE C. HARRIS, Box 
414, Raymore, Sask. SOA 3JO. 

NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION 

David O. Lambeth 

his fall season was even more varied than usual. The wetness of August continued into September, setting 
record rainfall totals in some communities. The remnants 

of hurricane Paine off the Mexican coast produced the 
lowest-ever barometric reading in Bismarck September 25, 
winds up to 90 mph in the North Unit of Theodore Roo- 
sevelt National Park, and torrential rains in Montana re- 
suiting in record inflows into Fort Peck Reservoir and the 
first flood in fall ever recorded on the Milk River. October 

was very dry, the driest ever at Fargo. Then, a major bliz- 
zard November 7-9 dumped heavy snows (up to 25 inches) 
over much of the Region, except for the eastern Dakotas 
where mostly rain fell. After the storm, temperatures 
plummeted to near-record laws (-5øF range at Fargo), and 
widespread freezeup occurred. Several hundred thousand 
waterfowl, which had been induced to linger by October's 
protracted Indian Summer, apparently rode out the brunt 
of the snow before moving on. Amazingly, no major losses 
were reported! 

LOONS THROUGH WATERFOWL- Montana's 7th re- 

perted Red-throated Loon, and the first documented by photo, 
was at Fort Peck Oct. 9-18 (CC, LM). One was also seen Oct. 
19 at Gascoyne Res., N.D. (tD & CG); this species is considered 
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accidental in North Dakota. Gascoyne Reservoir lies in the 
unglaciated and well-drained area of the Dakotas west and 
south of the Mi, ssouri River. In this area, the few permanent 
bodies of water that are present may serve as efficient traps 
for migrating, water-associated species--the numerous un- 
usual records now being turned in by the Griffiths suppert this 
premise. American White Pelicans at New Town, N.D., and 
Fort Peck, Mont., both Nov. 16, were extraordinarily late. The 
same could be said of Great Egrets at Tewaukon Ref.. N.D. 
(Dave Potter), and in Kingsbury, S.D. (LW), both on Oct. 25. A 
Snowy Egret in Kingsbury, S.D., Oct. 25 (LW) was the latest 
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Red-throated Loon at Fort Peck, Mont., October 1986. The dark 
forehead, pale bill, and elongated white feather-edgings on the 
upperparts indicate a juvenile: this bird is unusually dusky on 
the face and neck. Photos/Charles Carlson. 

ever. Single Yellow-crowned Night-Herons were found in 
Faulk, S.D., Aug. 12 {BKH), Brown, S.D., Sept. 13 {DT), and 
Long Lake Ref., N.D., Oct. 7 { JM). Twenty-five White-faced 
Ibises in Day, S.D., Nov. 9 were the latest ever { JK}. 

WATERFOWL -- Very early Greater White-fronted Geese 
were in Yankton, S.D., Aug. 28 {KK), and Salyer Ref., N.D., 
Sept. 7 (JP}. Twelve Ross' Geese were at Bowdoin N.W.R., 
Mont., Nov. 1 (JS}. Peak estimates of 12,000 Green-winged Tea]. 
75,000 Mallards, 25,000 N. Pintaft, 20,000 Blue-winged Tea], 
and 20,000 Am. Wigeon at Sa]yer Ref. were attributed to the 
drawdown and refiooding of a 5000-acre unit {•de WW). The 
respective peak counts of 1500, 2000, and 1500 Canvasbacks 
reported for the Arrowwood, Upper Souris, and Salyer refuges 
in North Dakota would normally be considered to be note- 
worthy counts. However, H.A. Kantrud recently reported in 
The Prairie Naturalist (18(4}:247-253, 1986) that more than 
27,000 Canvasbacks, about 8% of the North American popu- 
lation, staged on Western Stump L., N.D., during October 1985. 
The attractiveness of this 2400-acre saline lake to Canvasbacks 
is attributed to its shallowness and extensive growth of sago 
pondweed. 

Northern Shovelers and Ruddy Ducks staged on the Minot 
and Grand Forks lagoons in numbers of approximately 5000 
of each species at each location. One Oldsquaw was reported 
for Yankton, S.D., Nov. 11 {WH}, and a 8 Oldsquaw was at the 
Yellowtail Dam Afterbay Nov. 20 {CC). An ad. 8 Surf Scoter 
was on the Missouri R. at Fort Peck Oct. 12 {LM). Single Black 
Scoters were at the Minot lagoons Oct. 4 and Upper Souris 
N.W.R., Nov. 2 (GB). At ]east 18 White-winged Scoters were 
found in c. North Dakota Oct. 10-Nov. 27 {GB, RM). Reports 
of Red-breasted Merganser, which are infrequent in fall, in- 
eluded: four at Snake Creek Oct. 26 and eight at Upper Souris 
Nov. 2 in North Dakota {GB, RM), and two each at 2 different 
reservoirs in Perkins, S.D., Nov. 2 {D & CG). 

RAPTORS THROUGH SHOREBIRDS--Thirteen Os- 

preys were reported for w. North Dakota during the period. 
Bald Eagles were again reported in impressive numbers, the 
highest being 25 adults and three immatures Nov. 27 in the 
first 3 mi downstream from Garrison Dam (GB). Northern Gos- 
hawks appeared in low numbers. Approximately 1000 Swain- 
son's Hawks passed over Medicine Lake N.W.R., Mont., Sept. 
29 {SM}, and 300 were seen at Sawyer, N.D., Sept. 26 {RM). A 
banded Peregrine Falcon consuming a Baird's Sandpiper at 
Grand Forks Sept. 14 allowed an approach close enough to 
read a band number {DL}. The bird had been released in Min- 
neapolis during the summer {•de Bob Anderson). Three large 
falcons--one adult and one imm. Peregrine, and a Prairie-- 
were hunting over the same cell at the Fargo lagoons Oct. 3 
{BKH, DL). Peregrines were seen in Montana near Medicine 
L., Sept. 18 {SM), and Grassrange Nov. 15 {LM). A white-phase 
Gyrfalcon was eating its prey in a ditch in Butte, S.D., Oct. 4 
{EM), and gray-phase birds were seen Nov. 11 in Perkins, S.D. 
{D & CG}, and Nov. 16 in Dunn, N.D. {GB, RM}. 

Three Whooping Cranes in Brule, S.D., Nov. 3 were very 
late {MM}. A Yellow Rail was "ticking" during the afternoon 
of Aug. 3 in a wet meadow e. of Dunseith, N.D. {DK). Drawn- 
down lagoon cells at Fargo drew peak numbers of 250 Black- 
be]lied Plovers and 1000 Lesser Golden-Plovers in mid-October, 
and 200 Baird's and 3000 Pectoral sandpipers in ]ate September 
(GN, MAR). A Piping Plover in Butte, S.D., Aug. 16 provided 
only about the 3rd record w. of the Missouri R. in that state 
(JR). In Montana, Bowdoin and Medicine Lake refuges, re- 
spective]y, had more than 200 and 100 Long-billed Curlews 
in August {CC, SM). Single Red Knots were recorded Sept. 1 
on Devils L., N.D. {DK}, Sept. 5 in Deuel, S.D. {BKH), and Sept. 
7 at Stewart Lake N.W.R. in w. North Dakota {D & CG). A 
HudsonJan Godwit was present at the Fargo lagoons Sept. 24 
and Oct. 16 {MAR); this species has been recorded in fall in e. 
North Dakota in 8 of the last 9 years. The total of seven Am. 
Woodcocks reported for the eastern part of the Region included 
the latest ever date of Nov. 5 in Burleigh, N.D. (MR). 

JAEGERS THROUGH OWLS -- Single jaegers were seen 
Sept. 10 at Fargo (MAR) and Nov. 5 near Billings, Mont. (Bill 
Roney). An imm. Thayer's Gull was at the Grand Forks la- 
goons/landfill Oct. 24-Nov. 1 {ph. DL). Adult California, 
Thayer's, and Glaucous gulls (at least one of each) were at 
Garrison Dam Nov. 16, along with a few imm. Thayer's and 
Glaucous (DL). But the best gull of the season was an ad. Black- 
legged Kittlwake, also at Garrison Dam, N.D., found Nov. 29 
(tD & CG) and photographed Dec. 7 (GB). An imm. Sabine's 
Gull was at the Grand Forks lagoons Sept. 24 (DL), while two 
adults were found Sept. 20 at Bowman-Haley Res., N.D. (tD & 
CG). Caspian Terns were found in South Dakota Sept. I & 10 
in Roberts (BKH), Sept. 19 at Sand Lake N.W.R. (DT), and Sept. 
26 in Brookings (SVS). Latest dates for Common and Forster's 
terns in North Dakota were recorded Oct. 19 and Oct. 9, re- 
spectively (D & CG). Adult Forster's with four young found in 
Butte, S.D., Aug. 16 (JR) provided the first South Dakota nesting 
record w. of the Missouri R., outside of LaCreek N.W.R. A 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo at Marmath, N.D., Aug. 23 was carrying 
food (D & CG); there are only one or two nesting records for 
the state. This species was observed 3 times in South Dakota, 
with two on the late dates of Sept. 27 in Sanborn (RR) and 
Sept. 28 in Day (DS). Only 8 reports of Snowy Owl were re- 
ceived, with one each in South Dakota and Montana. There 
were 7 observations of Long-eared Owls, and the only Short- 
eareds reported were from North Dakota with nearly one-half 
of these, three, being road kills (D & CG). Tallman banded 
seven N. Saw-whet Owls in Brown, S.D., Oct. 11-Nov. 10; five 
were young of the year. 

HUMMINGBIRDS THROUGH CHICKADEES -- Much 

was reported on hummingbirds this year. Herkey indicated 
there were far more sightings {about 20) of Ruby-throateds in 
w. North Dakota than in any of the last 10 years. One in Bis- 
marck Oct. 3 was very ]ate. In Montana, where other species 
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become increasingly likely, three Ruby-throateds were in 
Malta Aug. 26-Sept. 2, and one of these was a male (TP}. A • 
Ruby-throated was on the nest in Roberts, S.D., Aug. 13, and 
a fledgling was seen the 26th (BKH}. An ad. • Rufous appeared 
at a feeder in Rapid City Aug. 17 (NW). 

Four young Lewis' Woodpeckers were found in Custer, S.D., 
Aug. 26 (MP}. An imm. Red-headed Woodpecker in Grand 
Forks Nov. 10 was very late (DL). The Red-bellied Woodpecker 
at Waubay N.W.R., S.D., Oct. 8 (JK) was a first for the refuge, 
and two were found in Richland, N.D., Sept. 20 (DL). A Pfleated 
Woodpecker was in Grant, S.D., Oct. 21 (GP}; this species is 
now considered rare in that state. Perhaps as many eight Pi- 
leateds were in Fargo (fide MAB}, and the species can be found 
with regularity on all tributaries of the Red R. in e. North 
Dakota. At least 10 W. Wood-Pewees were seen in the area of 
Marmath, N.D., Aug. 10 (D & CG). A Dusky Flycatcher was 
reported to be in Lawrence, S.D., Aug. 17 (JB). The latest-ever 
Say's Phoebe for South Dakota was at Sand Lake N.W.R., Oct. 
24 (DT). A Vermilion Flycatcher Sept. 27, also at Sand Lake, 
provided the 2nd record for South Dakota (GP, PC). 

Clark's Nutcracker at New Town, N.D., Nov. 15, 1986. Photo/ 
Dave Lambeth. 

Gray Jays were in Pembina (Laura Mitchell) and Grand Forks, 
N.D., in early November. One at Sand Lake Sept. 27 furnished 
the 2nd record e. of the Missouri R. in South Dakota (GP, PC). 
An irruption of Clark's Nutcrackers into the Black Hills began 
by mid-September (MM). Peterson found 10 at Custer S.P., 
Nov. 23, and he reported that nutcrackers were so easy to find 
that he believed hundreds were present in the s. Black Hills. 
One was present as far east as New Town, N.D., Nov. 3-21 
(BH, ph. DL). Unfortunately, the pine forests of the North Da- 
kota badlands, where nutcrackers have occurred in the past, 
were not checked. Common Ravens were seen near Minot 
(GB, RM) and in the Turtle Mts. (DK) in the mid-October to 
early November period now expected for their arrival. One 
was also seen near Carrington, N.D., Nov. 21 (iF}. A flock of 
48 Black-billed Magpies in Grand Forks, N.D., Oct. 3 furnished 
a surprising number that far east. A Mountain Chickadee in 
Fort Peck, Mont., Nov. 5 provided the easternmost record for 
the state (CC]. 

KINGLETS THROUGH WARBLERS--Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets in Fargo Aug. 15 (GN} and Minot Aug. 16 (GB} were 
very early, while those in Fargo Oct. 24 (GN} and Moody, S.D., 
Oct. 26 (LW} were very late. Five flocks of Mountain Bluebirds 
totalled 300 in the Black Hills Sept. 20 (RP). A Townsend's 
Solitaire in Brown, S.D., Sept. 22 was very early (Nancy Ernst}, 
and four were in Day Nov. 27 (DS, MS}, a surprising number 
considering the easterly location. A Wood Thrush at Fargo 
Aug. 26 was a very rare observation for fall (TD}. Varied 
Thrushes were in Day, S.D., Nov. 16-27 (DS}, Bowdoin, Mont., 
Oct. 11 (KS}, and Grand Forks Nov. 10-20 (DL). A N. Mock- 
ingbird was in Hand, S.D., Aug. 14 (George Palmer}. Eleven 

Varied Thrush at Grand Forks, N.D., Nov. 11, 1986. Photo/Dave 
Lambeth. 

Sprague's Pipits were singing over wet meadows e. of Dunseith, 
N.D., Aug. 3 (DK), and one observed at Gascoyne Res., N.D., 
Sept. 17 (D & CG) may have furnished the latest date for the 
state. A Bohemian Waxwing at Fargo Oct. 2 was early (W & 
EM). Exceptionally late reports of Loggerhead Shrike included 
Oct. 26 in Fargo (JW), Oct. 30 in Hettinger, N.D. (D & CG), and 
Nov. 9 in Brown, S.D. (GP). The earliest N. Shrikes arrived in 
mid-October, as usual. The migration of vireos was exception- 
ally late. Solitary, Yellow-throated, Warbling, Philadelphia, and 
Red-eyed vireos were seen Sept. 15 at Grand Forks, and all of 
these except Philadelphia were seen again the 18th (GL). A 
Warbling Vireo in Brown. S.D.. Oct. 1 was very late (GP). 

Night-time August showers produced the grounding con- 
ditions that made this an excellent season for observing war- 
blers. On the northern plains, towns are widely spaced and it 
seems probable that city lights may attract night migrants, 
thereby concentrating warblers in towns on nights that are 
foggy and/or rainy. The excellent grounding conditions may 
largely account for 11 arrival dates for warblers in eastern 
North Dakota and 9 in South Dakota as early as, or earlier 
than, those previously recorded. 

North Dakota's first Yellow-throated Warbler was found in 

Grand Forks Aug. 9 (DL, SL) and photographed on the 10th 
(GL). A Golden-winged Warbler was seen on the earliest-ever 
date of Sept. 1 in Brown, S.D. (DT). Northern Parulas were in 
Fargo Aug. 6 (MAB) & 15 (GN), and at Arrowwood N.W.R., 
Sept. 17 (PVN). A Yellow Warbler in Minot Oct. 4 was excep- 
tionally late. The Cape May Warbler has been considered to 
be occasional in fall in North Dakota, but the recent increased 
interest in fall warblers has produced far more records than 
expected. Twelve were reported, including the earliest one 
Aug. 16 at Fargo (LF), three ad. males and an immature in the 
same bush at Minot Sept. 13 (GB), and two latest-ever near 
New Town Oct. 19 (BH). One found Aug. 19 in Roberts, S.D., 
was the earliest ever there (BKH). Black-throated Blue War- 
biers were present Aug. 17 in Fargo (TD), Sept. 2 in Minnehaha, 
S.D. (AH), and Sept. 14 in Gregory, S.D. (GS). South Dakota's 
4th Black-throated Gray Warbler appeared in Brown Sept. 1 
(GP, DT). At least eight Connecticut Warblers were in a short 
stretch of a dry coulee in Grand Forks Aug. 20 (GL), and a 
MacGillivray's Warbler was sighted in Lawrence, S.D., Aug. 24 
(JB). A Wflson's Warbler banded in Brown, S.D., Oct. 25 was 
very late (DT). 

TANAGERS THROUGH FINCHES- A Summer Tana- 

ger was viewed at close range in Deuel, S.D., Sept. 7 (BKH). 
Records in North Dakota for the departure of several grassland 
species are sparse, but the following seemed particularly late: 
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Lark Bunting Oct. 11 in Dunn (JM), and Baird's Sparrow Sept. 
23 and Grasshopper Sparrow Sept. 14, both at Hettinger (D & 
CG). A late Le Conte's Sparrow was in Sanborn, S.D., Oct. 27 
(RR). Harris' Sparrows were still appearing at feeders in Fargo 
and Hettinger, N.D., and Bowdoin N.W.R., Mont., the last week 
of November. A Smith's Longspur was seen and heard in Deuel, 
S.D., Nov. 5, the latest date ever (BKH). Rosy Finches appear 
to be in the badlands of either of the Dakotas any fall that 
observers are there to see them; 200 were present in Billings, 
N.D., Nov. 7 (RM), and they were also seen in South Dakota 
Nov. 6-7 (NW, MG). A House Finch appeared sporadically at 
my feeder in Grand Forks Aug. 16-Sept. 14. The only report 
of Pine Grosbeak was of one at Fargo Nov. 7 (TD). Red Crossbills 
moved into the Dakotas beginning in mid-October, but most 
of these moved on before the end of the period. A Cam. Redpoll 
at Waubay N.W.R., S.D., Oct. 12 was the earliest ever for the 
state (RB). They were widespread in moderate numbers by the 
end of the period. Three Hoary Redpolls were with 20 Cam. 
Redpolls near Malta, Mont., Nov. 28 (DP). The first Evening 
Grosbeaks in North Dakota were found Oct. 10-12 at Fargo, 

Hope, and Denhigh, but one in Codington, S.D., was the earliest 
ever for e. South Dakota (JG). 
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SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION 

Frances Williams 

n western Texas, where 14 inches of rain a year is nor- mal, 30 inches fell June through November. Draws that 
had been dry since the glacial age became flowing rivers. 
Playas filled. There was a fantastic growth of grasses and 
weeds. Abundant food and water resulted in a large pop- 
ulation of the usual species and a few new records. 

In northeastern Oklahoma, September brought 30 inches 
of rain building up to the great "500 year" flood of October 
4 when the gates of Hulah, Copan, and Keystone Dams 
were opened to accommodate the great influx of water. 
The usual mudflats and shorelines were under water, but 
fields and pastures were great for shorebirds when birders 
could get to them. Melinda Droege in Bartlesville wrote, 
"We'll never know how much we missed because of flooded 
roads and washed-out bridges." 

A cold front on October 4 unloosed a flood of migrants 
that moved through north Texas on the days immediately 
following. Observers in Fort Worth saw 250 warblers of 
eight species in an hour October 5. At the Plano Outdoor 
Learning Center, 90 birds of 16 species were banded Oc- 
tober 7, and at the Heard Natural History Museum in 
McKinney, 140 birds were banded October 8. 

Especially noteworthy was the northward dispersal of 
White Ibises, Roseate Spoonbills, and Wood Storks. The 
"yard bird" of the season was at Fort Gibson, Oklahoma, 
where Jeri McMahon looked out her kitchen window and 
saw a Common Loon. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- B.B.N.P. = Big Bend Nat'l Park, Texas; 
G.M.N.P. = Guadalupe Mountain Nat'l Park, Texas; Buffalo L. 
= Buffalo Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Randall County, Texas; Hag- 
erman = Hagerman Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Grayson County, Texas. 
Place names in italics are counties. 

LOONS THROUGH STORK-- A Pacific Loon in Lancaster, 
Neb., Nov. 15-16 provided only the 3rd record there (BJR, 
m.ob.). This species visited 2 Kansas localities: Trego Nov. 8- 
14 (SS), and Lyon Nov. 27 (JSc). Common Loons were present 
at many places where their status is "rare vagrant." A Horned 
Grebe in Brozos, Tex., Nov. 22, was the first there in 12 years 
(PVD), and one at Midland Nov. 27-30 provided only the 6th 
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record in 40 years (RNLS, m.ob.). Red-necked Grebes appeared 
in Lancaster, Neb., Oct. 25-26 (D & MG, m.ob.), Osage, Kans., 
Sept. 28 (MM), and Tulsa Sept. 14 (E & KH). Western Grebes 
were observed e. to Douglas and Osage, Kans., and Osage, Okla. 
Clark's Grebe was reported at Trego Oct. 18 (SS) and El Paso 
Nov. 26 (BZ, SW). At least 10,000 Am. White Pelicans passed 
through Hagerman Oct. 9 and nearly as many rested on L. 
Keystone, Osage, Okla., Sept. 20. Hordes of Double-crested 
Cormorants moved into n.e. Oklahoma as the flood waters re- 
ceded, with flocks comprising 1000 birds in Washington Oct. 
4-8 and 4000 in Tulsa Oct. 19. Olivaceous Cormorants were 

reported at Douglas, Kans., Sept. 15 (BF, KHo), and at 4 Texas 
localities in September and October. 
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Least B•tterns were noted in Keith, Neb., Aug 30 (RCR) and 
Omaha Oct. 2 (KG). Great Egrets were abundant and wide- 
spread and remained until Nov. 30 at several localities. Note- 
worthy numbers included 11 in Harlan, Neb., Sept. I (RCR) 
and six at E1 Paso Oct. 24 (BZ, JD). Snowy Egrets remained 
until late November at several sites. A single Snowy found a 
small pool of water in the desert of Hudspeth, Tex., Sept. 28 
(OVO). Two Little Blue Herons visited Randall, Tex., Oct. 19, 
and two remained until Nov. 20 in Tarrant, Tex. Tricolored 
Herons were found in Texas in Tarrant Sept. 26, Coma/Oct. 
30, and B.B.N.P., Aug. 10. About 500 Cattle Egrets spent October 
near Lubbock, Tex. A single Cattle Egret in Cimarron, Okla., 
Aug. 16 may have furnished a first county record (JAG). When 
temperatures in Omaha fell below zero Nov. 11, a Black- 
crowned Night-Heron was rescued and cared for until tem- 
peratures moderated. A Yellow-crowned Night-Heron visited 
Black Gap W.M.A., Brewster, Tex., Aug. 8 (BMcK). Immature 
White Ibises, wandering widely in Texas Aug. 12-Oct. 5, were 
recorded in Panola, Midland, Tarrant, Van Zandt, and Kerr. 
There were unusual sightings of White-faced Ibises at Keith, 
Neb., Aug. 9 (RCR, DJR), and Muskogee, Okla., Nov. 20 (VJ). 
Roseate Spoonbills were found in Kansas in Osage Aug. 30 and 
Cheyenne Bottoms W.M.A., Sept. 6. In Texas, spoonbills visited 
Van Zandt Aug. 10, Washington Oct. 18, and Fannin Sept. 29. 
Wood Storks were seen in Texas in Van Zandt Sept. 8 & 28 
(RK), Fannin Sept. 28 (LB), and Henderson Sept. I (MMa). 

WATERFOWL- Fifteen Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks 
appeared in Uvalde, Tex., Sept. 17 (E & KM). Tundra Swans 
graced the Texas hill country at Kerrville Nov. 26 and Fred- 
ericksburg Nov. 16-19. Two Tundra Swans were seen at Mus- 
kogee Nov. 30 (JMcM). A Trumpeter Swan visited Cherry, Neb., 
Aug. 23 (B & MPr). A Snow Goose in Osage, Okla., Sept. 5 was 
very early (MH). Ross' Geese arrived at Washington, Neb., Nov. 
15, Sequoya N.W.R., Okla., Nov. 15, Hagerman Nov. 20, and 
E1 Paso Nov. 11. Very early Green-winged Teal were discovered 
in Oklahoma, Okla., Aug. 21 (JAG) and Brewster, Tex., Aug. 
19 (RP). American Black Ducks were seen at Quivira N.W.R., 
Kans., Sept. 6-7 (SS, TC), Platte, Neb., Oct. 10 (BJR), and Doug- 
las, Neb., Nov. 11 (BJR). Mottled Ducks were found in Van 
Zandt Aug. 6 (RK). Cinnamon Teal were noted in Pierce, Neb., 
Nov. 5-7 (MB). Oldsquaws were encountered in Pierce Nov. 4 
(MB), Trego Nov.' 16 (TS), Rooks, Kans., Nov. 22 (SS), Oklahoma 
City Nov. 13 (MO), and Randall, Tex., Nov. 19 (DM, KS). Surf 
Scoters were found in Washington, Neb., Nov. 9 (MB), Omaha 
Nov. 10 (BJR), and Oklahoma City Nov. 5 (JGN). White-winged 
Scoters visited Trego Nov. 8-28 and Wichita, Kans., in late 
November. Hooded Mergansers were recorded at Tulsa Nov. 
9-20 and at 5 Texas sites in late November. 

RAPTORS--Observers at Nacogdoches, Tex., tallied 93 
migrating Black Vultures Oct. 4. More than 100 Black Vultures 
roosted on the Guadalupe R., Kerr, Tex., Nov. 19 (JM). The 
peak date of Turkey Vulture migration at Nacogdoches was 
Oct. 4, when 242 were counted (D & MW). Ospreys were re- 
ported at 20 localities. As the flood waters retreated at Midland, 
dozens of fish were left stranded in roadside ditches, and seven 
Ospreys came to partake at the same time. Eight were counted 
at Oklahoma City in October. A late Osprey at Tulsa Nov. 29 
was observed carrying a rodent. Kettles of migrating Mississippi 
Kites comprised 79 birds at Amarillo Aug. 31, 70 at Wichita, 
Tex., Sept. 2, 60 at Oklahoma City Sept. 6, and 47 in Hardin, 
Tex., Sept. 17. A nestling Mississippi Kite was found in Tarrant 
Aug. 12, providing a first breeding record there. Unusual Mis- 
sissippi Kite sightings included three in n.e. Nebraska Sept. 
26-28 (m.ob.), one in B.B.N.P., Sept. 24 (BMcK), and a very late 
one in Randall Oct. 5 (PA). In Van Zandt the peak of Accipiter 
migration was Oct. 5, when 42 Sharp-shinned Hawks and 10 
Cooper's Hawks were counted (RK). In w. Kansas during the 
season, Seltman counted 50 Cooper's and fewer than 20 
Sharpies. He wrote, "I think one reason that Sharpies are con- 
s•dered more common is because they are the Accipiter most 
likely to be seen in cities where most birders live. But here in 

the w•de-open spaces where I hve Cooper's are more abun- 
dant." One N. Goshawk was s•ghted •n G.M.N.P. three hines, 
but whether it was one individual or three is unknown An 
ad. • Harris' Hawk was observed in Comanche, Okla., where 
the species is accidental, Nov. 15 (JB). Broad-winged Hawk 
flights included 5114 birds at Nacogdoches Sept. 27, 400 at 
Hiawatha, Kans., Sept. 30, and "thousands" in Henderson, Tex, 
Oct. 8. Peak Swainsoh's Hawk migration occurred the first 
week of October, with flights comprising 200 or more birds •n 
the Texas Panhandle Oct. 4, and McClain, Okla., and Tarrant 
Oct. 5. At Lubbock, 150 Swainson's remained until Oct 11 
Ferruginous Hawks were rather far east in Garfield, Neb., Nov 
21 (WJM) and Tulsa Oct. 26-Nov. 30 (m.ob.). Golden Eagles 
unusually far east included one at Omaha Nov. 12 and one m 
Washington, Okla., Nov. 15. 

Merlins were reported at 21 localities, often with 2 or more 
sightings. Prairie Falcons were seen e. to Boone, Neb., Tulsa, 
and Ft. Worth. Very early Peregrine Falcons arrived at Midland 
Aug. 15 and Waco Aug. 24. In Tarrant Oct. 5, three imm. Per- 
egrines played havoc with the local population of herons and 
egrets. Three Peregrines at once is a stellar occurrence, and 
even three in a season, as at Nacogdoches Sept. 27 & 29 and 
Oct. 1, is a red-letter event. At least 19 Peregrines were seen 
in the Region. 

PARTRIDGES THROUGH SHOREBIRDS--Coveys of 
Gray Partridges were found in Wayne, Neb., Aug. 15, and 
Pierce, Neb., Nov. 7. Along the road from Kerrville to the Kerr 
W.M.A., Tex., on Nov. 30, 222 Wild Turkeys were counted 
The reintroduced Montezuma Quail in G.M.N.P. produced at 
least one covey of juveniles this year. Tiny N. Bobwhite chicks 
were seen on the late date of Aug. 31 in Washington, Okla 
Gambel's Quail are making a comeback in B.B.N.P., as a small 
covey was observed Aug. 17. Six King Rails were counted •n 
Midland Sept. 28 (JCH). A Virginia Rail in Brazos, Tex., Oct 
7 represented the first fall record at that locality since 1971 
(KA), and one in Uvalde, Tex., Sept. 17 was also noteworthy 
(E & KM). A Sofa in Garden, Neb., Nov. 22 was very late (RCR, 
DJR). In the Texas Panhandle, Corn. Moorhens were found m 
Donley Oct. 12, providing more evidence of their recent ex- 
pansion. This species was also seen in Tarrant Sept. 27-Oct 
12 and Uvalde Sept. 17-18. The highlight of the year in s w 
Oklahoma was provided by a Whooping Crane family (two 
adults, one immature) that rested in a wheat field in Comanche 
Nov. 10 (JMM et al.). 

There was a conspicuous movement of Black-bellied Plovers 
throughout the Region Aug. 12-17. Lesser Golden-Plovers, al- 
ways scarce in fall, were seen at Bartlesville Oct. 18-19, Hag- 
erman Oct. 2 & 9, and E1 Paso Sept. 16 and Oct. 8. One at 
Topeka Nov. 15 had a broken leg. The only Snowy Plovers 
reported were two very late ones at Midland Nov. 29 (RMS, 
m.ob.).._The only Mountain Plovers seen were in Cimarron, 
Okla., Oct. 5 (JSS). In early October, Am. Avocets found the 
rain-filled "salt fiats" of Culberson, Tex. (BW). Willets were 
seen in Washington, Okla., July 11 (DV), and E1 Paso and Rams, 
Tex., Aug. 14-17. An Upland Sandpiper in Washington, Tex, 
Oct. 4 was late (KA, DC). A Whimbrel provided a first record 
at L. Somerville, Washington, Tex., Aug. 17 (DC, RB). Long- 
billed Curlews, usually scarce in the Texas "hill country," 
were encountered at Ingram Aug. 10-11 and Comfort Nov 15 
(TG). Marbled Godwits were common in the Texas Panhandle 
through Aug. 16 (KS). Two were found at Omaha Sept. 4-6 
(BJR, MB) and one was at Nowata, Okla., Sept. 13 (DV, MG) A 
single Ruddy Turnstone remained at Omaha Sept. 4-Oct 30, 
one was in Kerr Nov. 8, one was shot by a vandal at E1 Paso 
Oct. 7, and two visited Tarrant Sept. 20-25. 

Red Knots, among the rarest shorebirds in the Region, were 
found in Platte, Neb., Sept. 4-5 (BJR, BP), Cheyenne Bottoms 
Sept. 6 (SS), and Nowata, where one provided a first county 
record, Aug. 7 (MD, DV). Very late Sanderlings visited Coffey, 
Kans., Nov. 15 (BF, MM) and Tulsa Nov. 16 (JWA). Late Pectoral 
Sandpipers were observed at Midland Nov. 29 (BE, GW) and 
Tarrant Nov. 21 (RDC, AY). Dunlins were reported at 6 local- 
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Red Phalarope at Lake Babcock, Platte Co., Neb., Oct. 13, 1986. 
Photo/B.l. Rose. 

ities in October and November. Buff-breasted Sandpipers pro- 
vided first records in Kimble, Tex., Aug. 28 (N & DJ) and Bush, 
Kans., Sept. 10 (SS). Fourteen Buff-breasted Sandpipers were 
counted at Cheyenne Bottoms Sept. 4, 17 were seen at Tulsa 
Sept. 28, and 11 rested in Platte Sept. 4-13. Well described 
Short-billed Dowitchers were reported at El Paso Aug. 22 and 
Oct. 6 (BZ) and Tarrant Aug. 9-10 (LH). American Woodcocks 
were discovered in Washington, Okla., Nov. 8-13, Van Zandt 
and Hunt, Tex., Nov. 19, Kerrville Nov. 26, and Bastrop, Tex., 
Nov. 15. Red-necked Phalampes were present at El Paso Aug. 
26-Oct. 13, with a high count of 25. Four were found in Platte 
Sept. 4-6, 15 at Muleshoe N.W.R., Sept. 20, and one at Midland 
Sept. 27. A Red Phalarope in Platte Oct. 10-13 evidently pro- 
vided only the 2nd documented Nebraska record (BJR, BP). 

JAEGERS THROUGH SKIMMER- Three Parasitic Jae- 
gers dined on Barn Swallows at Oklahoma City Sept. 6-7 (JGN, 
JAG, JSS). A 4th Parasitic Jaeger appeared at the same location 
Oct. 17 (JGN). First-year Laughing Gulls visited Cheyenne 
Bottoms Aug. 19 and Sept. 4 (m.ob.). At L. Somerville, Laughing 
Gulls Nov. 8, 15, & 23 provided the only records for that month 
(KA et al.). About 3000 Franklin's Gulls swarmed at L. Ta- 
wakoni, Rains, Tex., Nov. 9 (RK), while a single bird visited 
El Paso, where the species is rare in fall, Oct. 24 (BZ, JD). Two 
ad. California Gulls were found at L. McConaughy, Keith, Aug. 
9 (RCR, DJR) and one was photographed there Aug. 14 (MR). 
Thayer's Gulls were reported in Jefferson, Kans., Oct. 8 (TC), 
and Douglas, Kans., Nov. 16 (MC, LM). A Black-legged Kitti- 
wake at Oklahoma City Nov. 8-30+ was the first there since 
1968 (MO, JGN). Each state in the Region boasted a Sabine's 
Gull: Sheridan, Neb., Oct. 9 (RCR, DJR), Osage, Kans., Sept. 21 
(MCo, BF, MM), Tulsa Oct. 14-15 ( JL, PSe, m.ob.), and Tarrant, 
Tex., Oct. 18-20 (LH, CBH, m.ob.). 

A congregation of 44 Caspian Terns at Oklahoma City Sept. 
7 constituted an unusual number anywhere on the Plains. 
Common Terns were well documented at Dallas Sept. 6, E1 
Paso Sept. 24, Tulsa Oct. 3, and Rogers, Okla., Sept. 14. Least 
Tern chicks still unable to fly were found at Tulsa Aug. 19 and 
Muskogee Aug. 13. Only 5 localities reported Black Terns and 
the only flock of any size comprised 60 birds in Washington, 
Okla., Aug. 8. A Black Skimmer paid a brief visit to a flood- 
formed lake at Midland, Tex., Aug. 26 (D & JM). 

DOVES THROUGH FLYCATCHERS--An Inca Dove 

was unusually far north in Palo Duro Canyon S.P., Tex., Oct. 
28 (KS). A Corn. Ground-Dove was discovered in Brazos Oct. 
11 (RP). The only Black-billed Cuckoos reported were at DeSoto 
N.W.R., Neb., Aug. 6 (BP, TB), Omaha Oct. 8 (TB), and Crowley, 
Tex., Oct. 7 (MR). Very late Yellow-billed Cuckoos were found 
at Norman, Okla., Oct. 19, Tulsa Nov. 1, Sherman, Tex., Nov. 

21, and Midland Oct. 31. Groove-billed Anis were seen in 
Hudspetb, Tex.. Oct. 7 (BZ) and Kimble, Tex., Oct. 5 (N & DJ). 
In s.w. Oklahoma, 3 pairs of Com. Barn-Owls raised 2nd broods 
of young in October after having fledged their first young in 
May (PWW). In B.B.N.P., a N. Pygmy-Owl was found on the 
early date of July 29 (EH). A Burrowing Owl that stopped at 
Rooney's Bar in Omaha was taken to the Raptor Recovery 
Center. Four Com. Poorwills were discovered in the Oklahoma 

City area in early October. Newell asked, "From where do 
they come?" An estimated 8000 Chimney Swifts assembled at 
Tulsa Sept. 28. 

A Magnificent Hummingbird was discovered in B.B.N.P., 
Aug. 19 & 23 (GL et al.). A Lucifer Hummingbird at Black Gap 
W.M.A., Aug. 8 had not wandered far (BMcI0 but one at Mid- 
land Sept. 3-5 was about 200 min. of any previous sighting 
(ME, RMS). A Ruby-throated Hummingbird in B.B.N.P., Aug. 
14-22 provided a rare record, but disappointed visitors who 
were searching for rare western hummers. At least four Anna's 
Hummingbirds visited feeders at El Paso mid-October through 
November. Calliope Hummingbirds brightened Midland July 
28, Lubbock Aug. 20-Sept. 1, El Paso area Aug. 22-Sept. 9, and 
B.B.N.P., Aug. 4-5. Adult • Rufous Hummingbirds delighted 
observers at Wichita Aug. 9-10 and Tulsa Aug. 2. There were 
many late lingering Rufous Hummingbirds, which is not un- 
expected. More unusual were birds identified as late Broad- 
lailed Hummingbirds at G.M.N.P., Nov. 23 and Ft. Davis, Tex., 
Nov. 29. 

Green Kingfishers fished in small ponds near the Rio Grande 
in B.B.N.P., Aug. 6 (female) and Sept. 5 (male). Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers were west of their usual range in Keith (RCR) 
Sept. 27 and Kendall, Tex., Oct. 28 (JM). Red-naped Sapsuckers 
were found in Morton, Kans., Sept. 27 (TC) and Hueco Tanks 
S.P., Tex., Sept. 27 (BZ, GL). Williamson's Sapsuckers visited 
Buffalo L., Oct. 15, El Paso Sept. 17, and G.M.N.P., Oct. 20. A 
Pileated Woodpecker provided a possible first record in Kerr 
Nov. 30 (TG). 

Most Empidonax flycatchers went unidentified, as only a 
few were so lypical of their species that their identity could 
be discerned by a careful observer. Some of the more note- 
worthy empids recorded were Yellow-bellied Flycatcher in 
Washington, Tex., Sept. 13 (EB), Acadian Flycatcher at Tulsa 
Aug. 9 (TLM), Alder Flycatcher in Washington, Tex., Sept. 30 
(DC, NB), about 25 Willow Flycatchers at Oklahoma City Sept. 
6 (JAG), Willow Flycatcher at Elk City, Okla., Oct. 3 (IB), Ham- 
mond's Flycatcher in Morton Sept. 21 (SS), Dusky Flycatcher 
in Morton Sept. 27 (SS, TC), and Gray Flycatchers in B.B.N.P., 
Sept. 2 (BMcK) and El Paso Sept. 4 (BZ). Black Phoebes were 
n.e. of their usual haunts at Midland Sept. 28-30 (RMS, m.ob.) 
and Bandera, Tex., Oct. 30-Nov. 3 (JM, MBo). Three Great 
Crested Flycatchers visited Midland, where even one is un- 
usual, Aug. 28, Sept. 28, and Oct. 2, and singles reached the 
w. edge of the state at Hudspetb Sept. 3 and El Paso Sept. 15. 
A Brown-crested Flycatcher was observed in B.B.N.P., Oct. 9 
(AB). A Thick-billed Kingbird remained in B.B.N.P., Aug. 6- 
Sept. 2 (JA. m.ob.). Scissor-tailed Flycatchers are rare in the 
trans-Pecos area of Texas, so one in B.B.N.P., Oct. 8 was note- 
worthy (BMcK, AB). Great flocks of Scissor-taileds staging be- 
fore migration used to be commonplace, but the only one re- 
ported was a roost comprising 400 birds at Norman in late 
September (JAG). 

MARTINS THROUGH SHRIKES -- During the week of 
Aug. 17, about 20,000 Purple Martins descended on a Wichita 
apartment complex. Health department employees, "thinking" 
they were starlings, shot scores before Wichita Audubon So- 
ciety members intervened (DSK). During the same week, 1200 
martins gathered in Omaha and 600 flew over Comanche, Okla. 
A lone e Purple Martin appeared in B.B.N.P., where there are 
few records, Aug. 26 (AB, CS). A Violet-green Swallow darted 
over Garden, Neb., Aug. 29 (RCR). Flocks of Bank Swallows 
comprising more than 200 birds passed through the Amarillo 
area Aug. 3-17. Four very late N. Rough-winged Swallows 
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Rock Wren at the spillway at Lake Tawakoni, Rains Co., Texas, 
in November 1986. Photo/George Harmon. 

were noted at El Paso Nov. 11. Clark's Nutcrackers were dis- 
covered in Sioux and Dawes, Neb., Aug. 22 & 26 (M & BPr, 
GWo). Migrating flocks of Blue Jays passed over Washington, 
Okla., Oct. 3 and Van Zandt Oct. 5. A Black-billed Magpie in 
Riley, Kans., Nov. 28 was farther e. than usual. At Midland, a 
Corn. Raven provided a not unexpected first record Nov. 28 
(GW, BE). Red-breasted Nuthatches were scarce, as only 5 re- 
ports were received. A White-breasted Nuthatch was found 
in Beckham, Okla., Oct. 26 (IB). A Rock Wren was observed 
in Madison, Neb., Oct. 7 (JDu). Winter Wrens were discovered 
at 6 localities, all after mid-October. About 14 Sedge Wrens 
gathered in a bluestem pasture in Washington, Okla., Aug. 11- 
25 (DV, m.ob.). There was a widespread incursion of Golden- 
crowned Kinglets beginning in mid-October and by Nov. 30 a 
few had reached B.B.N.P. 

It was not a bluebird year, as all three species were in low 
numbers in very scattered locations. In w. Texas, Townsend's 
Solitaires arrived early and in good numbers. In Midland, 
where usually one solitaire per season is exciting, 10 could be 
found in 2 hours of birding. In w. Kansas, seven solitaires were 
encountered at Cedar Bluff Res., Nov. 28. Except for Am. 
Robins and Townsend's Solitaires, thrushes were scarce 
throughout. The few reported included a Veery in Dodge, Neb., 
Aug. 21 (BJR), a Gray-cheeked Thrush in Omaha Oct. 10 (TB), 
and Wood Thrushes in Kendall, Tex., Oct. 25 (E & SW) and 
Tarrant Oct. 26 (HE). A Gray Catbird lingered at Hagerman 
until Nov. 20 (KH) and one was seen in Kerr, where it is an 
uncommon migrant, Oct. 16 (E & KM). In Morton, 18 Sage 
Thrashers were counted Sept. 27, and 20 were found at Hueco 
Tanks S.P. the same day. One in Kendall Oct. 25 was rather 
far east (E & SW). In Rush and Pawnee, Kans., 40 Sprague's 
Pipits were tallied over several days in early October (SS) and 
three were discovered in Tulsa Oct. 15 (JWA). The only Bohe- 
mian Waxwings were two in Keith Nov. 23 (RCR, DJR). A 
Phainopepla provided a first record in Oldham, Tex., Aug. 26 
(RSc). Northern Shrikes were numerous in Boone, Dakota, 
Garfield, Holt, and Stanton, Neb. 

VIREOS THROUGH TANAGERS--A late White-eyed 
Vireo was at Midland Nov. 11 (D & JM). Black-capped Vireos 
were encountered in Canadian, Okla., Aug. 31, Comanche Sept. 
20, and B.B.N.P., Aug. 19 & 30. A late Solitary Vireo was at 
Buffalo L., Nov. 9. A Yellow-throated Vireo lingered in Brazos 
until Nov. 22, and one visited Hunt, Tex., where it is uncom- 
mon, Aug. 5. The seldom-reported Philadelphia Vireo was dis- 
covered in G.M.N.P., Sept. 18 (CB, WS) and Wagoner, Okla., 
Sept. 6 (JMcM). 

Golden-winged Warblers brightened Tulsa Sept. 7, Lancaster, 
Neb., Aug. 22, and Tarrant Oct. 5. Tennessee Warblers were 
observed in Tarrant Oct. 11 and Buffalo L., Aug. 27. Hayhie 

wrote that Nashville Warblers were "a dime a ton" in Tarrant 
the week following the Oct. 4 cold front, and this was also 
true in B.B.N.P., where at least 100 Nashvilles swarmed Oct. 
10 (AB). Northern Parulas were seen at Omaha Sept. 7, Otoe, 
Neb., Sept. 18, Tarrant Sept. 13, and Van Zandt Oct. 5. A 
Chestnut-sided Warbler was found in Keith Aug. 30. A Mag- 
nolia Warbler graced Rush, Kans., Oct. 3. Far out of range were 
Black-throated Blue Warblers in Morton Sept. 21 (SS) and Buf- 
falo L., Oct. 19 (KS). At least 100 Townsend's Warblers flitted 
about B.B.N.P., Oct. 24. A Hermit Warbler was observed in 
B.B.N.P., Aug. 20 (RP). A birder perched on the roof of his 
flooded house in Bartlesville Oct. 4 found it easy to see a Black- 
throated Green Warbler in a nearby tree (BPo). Of seven 
Blackburnian Warblers in Texas, the most out of range was 
one in B.B.N.P., Sept. 10. Pine Warblers were unusually com- 
mon in n.e. Nebraska, and one in Wayne, Neb., Nov. 7 was 
late. A Pine Warbler in Uvalde, Tex., Nov. 30 was rather far 
west. A Prairie Warbler provided a first county record in Kim- 
ble, Tex., Aug. 17 (N & DJ) and one in Bell, Tex., Sept. 9 was 
also exceptional (ML). A Palm Warbler visited Lubbock Oct. 
23. ̂  Bay-breasted Warbler was seen in Brazos Nov. 12. The 
Bartlesville flood victim birding from his roof also glimpsed 
an Am. Redstart. Three October sightings in Bartlesville of this 
normally early fall migrant were unusual. 

Prothonotary Warblers brightened Bell Sept. 14 and Kimble 
Aug. 30. A Worm-eating Warbler was discovered in Huntsville 
S.P., Tex., Oct. 18, and a Swainsoh's Warbler was in Bell Sept. 
21. At College Station a N. Waterthrush found dead Sept. 12 
provided the first fall record since 1975. A Louisiana Water- 
thrush in B.B.N.P., Aug. 7 was well described (PS). A Kentucky 
Warbler in Kimble Oct. 7 represented a new county record (N 
& DJ). Hooded Warblers were found at Tulsa Sept. 1, Buffalo 
L., Sept. 1, and Bell Oct. 5-8. A very confused Wilson's Warbler 
found its way to the baggage claim area of the Dallas-Fort 
Worth airport. He was caught and ejected because after all, 
he didn't have a ticket! A Canada Warbler graced Tulsa Aug. 
12. A Scarlet Tanager provided a first fall record at College 
Station Oct. 1 (GD). At least ten W. Tanagers brightened Morton 
Sept. 20. 

GROSBEAKS THROUGH FINCHES--In Texas, Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks were seen at Hagerman Oct. 8, Van Zandt 
Sept. 29, and Uvalde Sept. 18. Late-lingaring finches included 
a Blue Grosbeak banded in Coilin, Tex., Nov. 1 (AV), an Indigo 
Bunting at Waco Oct. 27 (JO), and a Painted Bunting in Kerr 
Nov. 17 (TG). Dickcissels were west of their usual haunts at 
El Paso Aug. 25 and Sept. 27 and B.B.N.P., Sept. 2. A Field 
Sparrow at Hueco Tanks S.P., Nov. 28 represented the first 
area record in almost a decade (JD, JSp). A Henslow's Sparrow 
in Washington, Okla., provided a 2nd county record (DV), and 
one in Brazos Nov. 22 represented only the 2nd record for that 
month (PVD). Le Conte's Sparrows were unusually common: 
seven in Douglas, Neb., Oct. 5, one in Pierce, Neb., Oct. 18, 11 
at Hagerman Oct. 19, eight in Bains, Tex., Nov. 30, and one in 
Tarrant Oct. 26. Four Sharp-tailed Sparrows at Hagerman Oct. 
19 were the first at that location since 1979 (KH, LL). Sharp- 
taileds were also discovered in Pierce Oct. 18 0VIB) and Bogers, 
Okla., Sept. 14 (JWA, JCHo). A Golden-crowned Sparrow that 
remained in Kimble, Tex., Oct. 25-Nov. 30 provided a first 
county record (N & DJ, m.ob.). McCown's Longspurs were 
abundant in Denton, Tex., Nov. 23. About 1000 Lapland Long- 
spurs swirled in Platte, Neb., Nov. 12. Smith's Longspurs were 
observed in Osage, Okla., Nov. 23 and Tulsa Nov. 16-18. In El 
Paso and Hudspeth, Chestnut-collared Longspurs were unusu- 
ally common Oct. 15-Nov. 30. Four Snow Buntings arrived in 
Platte Nov. 4. 

Unusual October sightings of Yellow-headed Blackbirds oc- 
curred in Washington, Osage, and Tulsa, Okla., and Panola, 
Tex. Rusty Blackbirds were unusually far w. in Garden, Neb., 
Nov. 22 and Buffalo L., Nov. 27. Great-tailed Grackles have 
unfortunately reached G.M.N.P. A late Orchard Oriole was in 
Nacogdochas. Tex., Oct. 5 {DW} and a late N. Oriole was still 
present in Cass, Neb., Nov. 30 {GWo}. The only Cassin's Finch 
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reported was at E1 Paso Nov. 12-14. Red Crossbills were ob- 
served in Nebraska at Nemaha Aug. 22, Sarpy Oct. 19, Cedar 
Oct. 27, and Knox Nov. 7, and at Hays, Kans., Nov. 1. The Red 
Crossbills that summered in G.M.N.P., were still present Aug. 
30. Pine Siskins were present in small numbers at scattered 
localities. Very early Evening Grosbeaks arrived in Dawes, 
Neb., Aug. 22 (RCR). One appeared at Muskogee on the more 
usual date of Nov. 26 { JMcM). 

EXOTICS -- An African Crowned Crane at a Tarrant water 

treatment plant Oct. 12 was a refugee from the nearby Inter- 
national Wildlife Park. Four Ringed Turtle-Doves spent late 
summer in Wichita. Monk Parakeets were nest-building in 
downtown Dallas in October (JP). Two Monk Parakeets sur- 
vived at Midland for more than a year. A Rose-ringed Parakeet 
was found in Grady, Okla., Aug. 31 (JAG). 

CORRIGENDA--AB 40:491: A Cam. Loon and a Yellow- 

crowned Night-Heron reported in Rains, Tex., should have been 
in Van Zandt, Tex. AB 40:494: The Red Crossbill was at Tulsa, not 
Bartlesville. 
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SOUTH TEXAS REGION 

Greg W. Lasley and Chuck Sexton 

lthough it may be a misleading concept in Texas, weather patterns were described as nearly "normal" 
by several observers. A number of early and uncommon 
migrants were noted in Austin after a long string of 100øF 
days broke on August 4-5. There was a notable absence of 
inclement weather in August and September, which 
seemingly resulted in a rather late migration (i.e., obser- 
vations of migrant concentrations), although a fairly good 
fallout of passetines was noted on the Upper Texas Coast 
with a windshift August 29. The first strong front brought 
some rain October 5-9 along with some good fallouts Re- 
gionwide. Rainfall was generally above normal during the 
latter one-half of the season, but was not enough to fill 
ponds and lakes at Laguna Atascosa, Kingsville, and Fal- 
furrias, for example, which had dried up during the hot 
summer. Many of our wintering migrants arrived with the 
first solid Arctic air mass that came in November 11-13. 

In the absence of any tropical storm activity, the re- 
markable movement of coastal wading birds to inland lo- 
cations was puzzling. Reasons for such an influx might be 
sought in an examination of our coastal and estuarine pro- 
ductivity, but we lack sufficient information for a detailed 
analysis. As we speculated in this column some years ago 
regarding a widespread influx of western species, contrast- 
ing conditions of high productivity or drastic ecological 
failures might precipitate major movements such as these. 
Happily, we have some indications at least from the central 
coast that the former condition might have been at work 
this season. 

Finally, it was evident that San Antonio's Mitchell Lake 
was itself an ecologically productive haven for not only 
the coastal visitors but also the tremendous numbers and 

diversity of migrant shorebirds. In fact, the Regionwide 
scattering of several uncommon and rare fall shorebirds 
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such as Hudsonian Godwit, Baird's and White-rumped 
sandpipers, Red-necked Phalarope, and late Lesser Golden- 
Plovers suggested perhaps a phenomenon of larger-than- 
Regional scope. 

ABBREVIATIONS- Aransas = Aransas Nat'l Wildlife Ref.; 
Bentsen = Bentsen Rio Grande State Park; Laguna Atascosa = La- 
guna Atascosa Nat'l Wildlife Ref.; L.R.G.V. = Lower Rio Grande 
Valley; Santa Ana= Santa Aim Nat'l Wildlife Ref.; T.P.R.F. = Texas 
Photo Record File (Texas A & M University); U.T.C. = Upper Texas 
Coast. Place names in italics are counties. 

LOONS THBOUGHSPOONBILL -- A Cam. Loon showed 

up at Rockport on the early date of Sept. 24 (CC). Least Grebes, 
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which had been sparse in the L R G V during the summer, 
returned to Santa Ana and began nesting in late August (JI]. 
Five Least Grebes were found on a small pond near San Antonio 
Sept. 14 (MH, WS), a larger number than usual for the area. 
On Oct. 4 an ad. pair and four small young were photographed 
at this same pond; the family group remained until at least 
Nov. 15, apparently the first successful Bexar nesting in 28 
years. One Masked Booby was seen off Port Aransas Sept. 6 
(CB et al.]. San Antonio's Mitchell L. hosted a remarkable con- 
centration of long-legged waders during the period. A peak of 
2000+ birds was reached during October, composed of about 
60% Cattle Egrets, 20% Great Egrets, and 20% Snowy Egrets, 
plus small numbers of other herons and egrests (MH, WS et 
al ). Reddish Egrets were again quite conspicuous inland this 
season. Lake Alice hosted four Reddish Egrets Sept. 28 (RA et 
al ), and from two to four birds (including one white-phase] 
were at Mitchell L., July 29-Oct. 22 (m.ob.]. Small numbers of 
White Ibises were in the Austin and San Antonio area Aug. 
5-Oct. 11. This is another species not usually expected that 
far inland. A Roseate Spoonbill visited an Austin sewage pond 
Aug. 27-Sept. 27 (m.ob.) for a rare area record, and from one 
to five spoonbills were at San Antonio Sept. 13-Nov. 2. 

WATERFOWL -- Fulvous Whistling-Ducks seemed in low 
numbers Regionwide, especially on the c. coast where C. Clark 
found them nearly absent at Rockport. In contrast, Black-bel- 
lied Whistling-Ducks continued to be present in high numbers 
in many areas. The most notable concentration was again at 
Warren L., near Houston, where from 1000 to 2000 Black-bel- 
heds were present during September (BH, JM, TE et al.). 
Strangely, the species was at times difficult to find in the 
L R.G.V. late in the period while birds were still present in 
good numbers at locations such as San Antonio, Austin, and 
Houston. A Tundra Swan showed up at Aransas Nov. 18 (TS] 
for a very rare record. A Ross' Goose at Alice Sept. 13 was very 
early, and provided a first Jim Wells record (RA]. C. Clark care- 
fully counted 38 Ross' in a Snow Goose flock in Victoria Nov. 
9, probably the largest concentration ever reported in this Re- 
gion. 

Muscovy Ducks continued to add a tropical flair to the Region 
this season. There were several reports of a lone imm. Muscovy 
skulking in tall vegetation below Falcon Dam from Sept. 14 
into mid-October (CB, JA et al.]. Then, during the. first week 
of November there were reports of three Muscovies seen at 
several locations between Falcon and Salinero (L & RG, SR et 
al ). Finally, six Muscovies (3 ad., 3 imm.] were flushed from 
a secluded spot near Salinerio Nov. 22 (B & JR et al.] and were 
seen regularly for several days. The editors regard these par- 
ticular individuals as wild vagrants and not barnyard birds. 

Three Wood Ducks at Riviera Nov. 17 (SB] were unusual, 
and another 18 were counted at Welder Ref., Nov. 26 (CC]. 
Wood Ducks are rare in the s. portions of this Region. A Greater 
Scaup (perhaps the summering bird mentioned last season] 
again showed up at Mitchell L., Aug. 16 (C & MH], and re- 
mained into October when it was joined by a second bird. 
Four Greaters were at Mitchell L., Nov. 30. An Oldsquaw was 
found at Austin Nov. 13 (EK, GL] and remained through the 
period. There were several reports of Surf Scoters at inland 
locations, including Austin and Sinton, Oct. 25-Nov. 17. A 
Com. Merganser in Harris Nov. 17 (tGC] provided the first 
U T.C. record since 1972. A Masked Duck was reported at 
Houston Aug. 4 (BG et al.) and another visited Santa Aria Oct. 
22 (JI). 

RAPTORS-- What certainly must have been one of the 
most spectacular migrations of Am. Swallow-tailed Kites in 
Texas in the past 50 years occurred Aug. 17, when 20 kites 
were seen s.w. of Beaumont (tph., JDon, fide WG). Single Swal- 
low-taileds were also noted at Falfurrias Aug. 28 (AO) and 
near Columbus Sept. 8 (fide JM). The Mississippi Kite migration 
was virtually missed this season with 150 at San Marcos Aug. 
29 (DHen) the only large concentration reported. Mississippis 
at Bentsen Oct. 10, one at Rancho Santa Margarita Oct. 13 (JA), 

and one at La Joya Nov 4 (GD) were late. An ad Bald Eagle 
at Los Fresnos Oct. 29 (fide SRi) was unusual. The Broad- 
winged Hawk migration was extremely late in the L.R.G V 
and Corpus Christi areas (GD, TAet al.). There were no large 
numbers reported on the U.T.C. in September or October. The 
first substantial numbers of Broad-wingeds did not show up 
in the L.R.G.V. until Oct. 6, and 10,000+ Broad-wingeds at 
Santa Aria Oct. 14 was the only sizable (>1000) report. 

Two White-tailed Hawks near Seguin Sept. 24 (MH) and an- 
other in Karnes Oct. 30 (WS) were farther inland than is typical 
for the species. A single Zone-tailed Hawk was seen on several 
occasions in late November in the Falcon and Salinerio area 

An early Ferruginous Hawk was at Palmetto S.P., Aug. 17 (PH) 
Two Ferruginous Hawks (including one dark-phase) were 
carefully described at Artwater Prairie Chicken N.W.R., Nov 
29 (JM). A Rough-legged Hawk near High I., Nov. 15 (WG) 
provided a rare U.T.C. record, as did a Golden Eagle on the 
same date near Anahuac N.W.R. (BB, GS). Crested Caracaras 
seem to be experiencing a moderate increase in numbers in 
the Region (JA, GL, m.ob.). A flock of nine caracaras just e of 
Austin Nov. 9 (BF) was a sizable number for that area. Aplo- 
mado Falcon reports at Laguna Atascosa most likely pertained 
to the four young falcons released there last summer. There 
were sightings at various locations on the refuge Aug. 5 & 14, 
Sept. 17, Oct. 6 & 25, and Nov. 10 & 14 (fide SL, SRi). Peregrine 
Falcons were widely reported Regionwide throughout the pe- 
riod, including individuals that spent several days in urban 
locations such as Austin, McAllen, and Corpus Christi. 

RAILS THROUGH SKIMMER -- On a night in early Oc- 
tober, Gallucci attended a high school football game near 
Houston. During the game a migrant Virginia Rail landed in 
the crowd. People screamed, and the rail flew across the stad- 
ium to another location and again landed in the crowd with 
the same reaction on the part of the spectators, causing the 
bird to again change locations and yet again land on top of 
some frightened fan. Tiring of this sport the bird flew down 
onto the playing field where it soon discovered 22 players trying 
to trample it. By now the rail had surely decided that this was 
no place to spend the night and it flew off into the darkness, 
to the relief of all concerned. A calling Sofa at Santa Ana Aug 
6 (JI) was very early. Fourteen Purple Gallinules at Welder 
Ref., Sept. 4 (CC] was a notable number. 

SoAo 

For the first time since early in the century the Whooping 
Crane population passed 100 in Texas! Stehn reports that 
the first bird, a subadult, arrived Oct. 19, with a 2nd 
bird arriving Oct. 25. The first family group arrived on 
or before Nov. 2. The 28 cranes counted Nov. 10 indi- 
cated the whooper migration was the 2nd slowest on 
record. Over the past 26 years, an average of 81.8% of 
the cranes have reached the wintering grounds by Nov 
10; this fall only 25% had arrived by that date. The ma- 
jority of the cranes arrived with the first substantial cold 
front to reach s. Texas on Nov. 11-13. A total of 60 cranes 
arrived between the census flights of Nov. 10 and Nov 
18. Twenty young cranes hatched in 1986 arrived safely 
at Aransas, an all-time record production. The final 
wintering population of 105 is a milestone in the con- 
tinuing fight to save this species. 

A Lesser Golden-Plover at Austin Nov. 13-22 (EK, GL) and 
another at San Antonio Nov. 15-18 (WS, MH) recall last year's 
unusually late golden-plover on the U.T.C. Photos of the San 
Antonio bird appear to pertain to the race dominica, the ex- 
pected race in this Region; however, observers should be alert 
to the possibility of a wandering bird of the race fulva, espe- 
cially since some authorities consider it to be a separate species 
A flock of 27 Wilson's Plovers on Mustang I., Aug. 25 (CC) was 
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a notable concentration. Impressive concentrations of Piping 
Plovers included 59 at Bolivar Flats Aug. 4 {DW), 51 on Mustang 
I., Aug. 25 (CC), and 25 on Mustang I., Oct. 5 (TA, SB et al.). A 
Piping Plover at Mitchell L., Aug. 16-26 (TH, ph. MH) furnished 
a rare record. A pair of N. Jacanas raised a brood at Welder 
Ref. (GB, fide CC), and one of the adults and one immature 
were still present Nov. 26. 

A Hudsonian Godwit at Anahuac N.W.R., Sept. 27 (MA) and 
another (or the same ?) in Chambers Oct. 26 (DM) established 
the first U.T.C. records for September and October. A Red Knot 
visited Austin Sept. 21 (CA). Semipalmated Sandpipers were 
almost absent on the c. coast (CC), but were seen regularly in 
Austin and San Antonio. One of the most intriguing reports 
was that of a possible Temminck's Stint at Mitchell L., Sept. 
14 (tMH, WS). The white outer tail feathers were seen and the 
distinctive call heard as the bird flew, but unfortunately the 
bird could not be relocated despite extensive searching. A pair 
of White-rumped Sandpipers at Mitchell L., Aug. 23 (SHaw et 
al.) provided a very rare fall record. A Baird's Sandpiper Oct. 
5 at Galveston (JB) furnished only the 2nd U.T.C. October re- 
cord, and three Baird's Oct. 12 at Rockport (CC) were rare. 
One Baird's Sandpiper and two Stilt Sandpipers at Austin Nov. 
21 (JA. BW, GL) provided late records for the area. 

The Ruff at San Antonio reported in the summer remained 
through the period and was regularly seen by many (ph. to 
T.P.R.F.). A late Wilson's Phalarope was at Galveston Nov. 15 
(BB, GS). This Region usually has one to three Red-necked 
Phalaropes each fall, usually at inland locations. This year 
Red-neckeds showed up in much higher numbers than usual 
and at widely scattered locations. One to three Red-neckeds 
were at San Antonio Sept. 14-Oct. 4 (MH, WS et at.), and an- 
other was found at San Luis Pass Sept. 20 (T & VE) for the 6th 
U.T.C. record. Up to five Red-neckeds were present at High I., 
Oct. 5-7 (MA et at.), one was at Port Mansfield Oct. 6, and four 
were at McAllen Oct. 8 (JA). There were also several late Sep- 
tember reports from the Austin area. where the species is more 
expected. 

The Ruff that was present the entire season at San Antonio, 
Texas, photographed Sept. 13, 1986. Photo/Mitch Hainder. 

A bird identified as a possible first-winter Thayer's Gull was 
at San Luis Pass in Galveston Nov. 8-9 (tJM, TE, GL). (Photos 
of the bird are currently being circulated.) This species is rare, 
but probably regular, in the state. The ad. Lesser Black-backed 
Gull returned for its 4th winter in a row to Mustang I., Nov. 
17+. Several observers remarked on an abundance of Gull- 

billed Terns on the U.T.C. Concentrations of up to 35 were 
noted at several locations. Three Sooty Terns, a species that 
can be difficult to find from land, were seen Sept. 14 near S. 
Padre I. (SB). Up to three Black Skimmers were inland at San 
Antonio's Mitchell L.. Aug. 12+, with one immature still pres- 
ent until at least Oct. 8 (MH et at., ph. to T.P.R.F.). 

DOVES THROUGH WOODPECKERS-- The most excit- 

ing find of the season had to be the pair of Ruddy Ground- 
Doves discovered Nov. 14 at Anzalduas Park in Hidalgo 0 JD}. 
The male remained in the area with a small flock of Inca Doves 

and was seen by about 50 observers Nov. 17-21, but then dis- 
appeared {ph. to T.P.R.F., GW, GL). Small flocks of six to 10 
Green Parakeets were seen sporadically around McAllen dur- 
ing October {SWeet at.}. By mid-November a flock of 25-30 
birds was reported by m.ob. in McAllen with isolated reports 
of a few Green Parakeets in Brownsville and other areas. The 
Red-crowned Parrots were seen regularly in moderate flocks 
at the usual locations beginning in late September. By late in 
the period, however, the Red-crowneds in Brownsville were 
becoming harder to find, while they were seen more often 
at Har]ingen and McA]len. 

Black-billed Cuckoos in San Antonio Sept. 19 and Oct. 7 
{MH} provided rare fall records, and Yellow-billeds in Wim- 
berley and Austin Nov. 2-5 {BA, GL} were very late. Post- 
nesting Groove-billed Anis wandered N and E to San Antonio 
and Galveston during September and October. A Ferruginous 
Pygmy-Owl was reported at Santa Ana Oct. 10 {fide JI), and 
the pair below Falcon Dam was occasionally seen despite ad- 
ditional clearing of the riverside vegetation in the area {JA et 
at.}. A migrant flock of 200+ Lesser Nighthawks near Pettus 
Sept. 5 {CB, WS, MH) was a notable concentration. ACom. 
Pauraque wandered N to Bastrop just e. of Austin and was 
seen regularly Aug. 17-Sept. I {BF et at.}, for the first Austin- 
area record since 1975. Arvin found 21 Chuck-will's-widows 

at a single Brownsville location Oct. 7. Sekula reported an 
amazing 3500 Chimney Swifts in migration over San Antonio 
Oct. 3; flocks of this size are seldom observed. 

There was a remarkable variety of hummingbird species in 
the Region during the period, including several exceptional 
rarities. In addition to the species diversity, the sheer number 
of individuals of our more common species was just as amazing. 
McCracken summed up the reports well when she wrote, 
"there were swarms of hummers simply all over south Texas." 
Unfortunately, no accurate count or census of migrants was 
conducted, but from all reports the numbers must have been 
exceptional. Among seven species of hummers at O'Neil's 
feeders in Falfurrias, the most unusual was a • Lucifer Hum- 
mingbird that stayed for 2 hours Oct. 10. Also present there 
were a • Calliope, 6 Broad-tailed, and 6 Rufous Oct. 8. An 
Anna's Hummingbird was identified in San Antonio Sept. 24 
{MH} and single Broad-taileds turned up Aug. 29 at Santa Ana 
and Sept. 7 at Aransas. A bird showing the plumage of an ad. 
6 Allen's Hummingbird was at a Columbus feeder Aug. 13- 
Sept. 14 {JD}, the same feeder where the Broad-billed was in 
November 1984. The bird eluded attempts to net it for species 
verification. A Pileated Woodpecker was found Nov. 20 at 
Utley, just e. of Austin (BF). Perhaps this species will gradually 
extend its range upriver to Austin once again, as it did earlier 
this century. 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH THIL4SHERS--A calling 
W. Flycatcher was described well at San Antonio Aug. 29 {C 
& MH), and also studied the next day {D & SH}. This species 
is not known to occur in this Region, but fall birds should be 
watched for. Two W. Flycatchers were also reported at Alice 
Sept. 28 {RA} and another at San Antonio Sept. 8 {CB}; quite a 
flurry of reports for a species not observed in those areas before. 
Wandering Ash-throated Flycatchers were at High I., Nov. 1 
{M & RB} and in Harris Nov. 30 {TE, JM}. A Great Kiskadee 
was in n.e. Live Oak Aug. 2 {SHaw}, a little n. of their regular 
range. A carefully-described kingbird in Brazoria Oct. 6 was 
identified as a Couch's {T & VE}, eliminating Tropical on the 
basis of call notes heard. This is the first such identification 
by ca]] in this area since the species were split. Forty-six 
Couch's in Falfurrias Sept. 14 {AO} was an unusual concen- 
tration. Scissor-tailed Flycatchers were certainly on the move 
Oct. 20 when 3000 to 5000 were estimated in the area around 

Falfurrias {AO, N & PP, SB}. 
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The large Purple Martin roost near Corpus Chnsh was not 
used this year, but a spot in Austin hosted 15,000 martins dur- 
ing the first 2 weeks of August (BF, GL, VEet al.). Single Brown 
Jays were seen at Santa Ana Aug. 20 & 29 (JI), for the first 
refuge records, and another was heard there Oct. 29. This was 
the first time, to our knowledge, that the species has been 
recorded this far downriver. A Sedge Wren at Anahuac N.W.R., 
Aug. 23 (MA) was early. Eastern Bluebirds were more common 
than usual in the L.R.G.V. during November (m.ob.)..A Veery 
at San Antonio Oct. 4 (WS) provided a rare fall record, as did 
a Gray-cheeked Thrush there Oct. 20 (CB, WS). A Long-billed 
Thrasher was netted and photographed in the hand at Drift- 
wood Nov. 2 (DC, GL) for the 2nd Austin-area record, and the 
northernmost c. Texas record ever (ph. to T.P.R.F.). 

VIREOS AND WARBLERS -- A Bell's Vireo at High I., 
Oct. 10 (DM) was a rare find. There were unusually large num- 
bers of reports of Philadelphia Vireos in the c. Texas area this 
fall, including three in the Austin area Sept. 5-Oct. 8 (GL, BA), 
and four in San Antonio Sept. 8-Oct. 3 (CB, WS, MH). Several 
"Yellow-green" Vireos were reported at Santa Ana during the 
period, including a bird seen Nov. 5. This race of the Red-eyed 
Vireo (which may be re-split into a distinct species) winters 
in South America and is not expected in Texas after September 
(fide JA). The editors would like to see written documentation 
of any report of this race, but especially any reported after 
September. A Golden-winged Warbler Oct. 14 at Rockport (CC) 
provided a rare fall record, and a Nashville Warbler Sept. 6 at 
Houston (M & RB) set a new early fall date for the U.T.C. Trop- 
ical Parulas were scarce in the L.R.G.V. this season. A Cape 
May Warbler Sept. 6 on Galveston I. (TE) set a new early record 
for this very rare fall migrant. Cape Mays were also seen Oct. 
18 & 19 at Galveston (BH, MA). 

A Black-throated Gray Warbler at Aransas Aug. 8 (BJ, fide 
CC) set a new early record for that area, as did a Black-throated 
Green at Rockport Sept. 8 (CC). Single Black-throated Greens 
in Austin Nov. 22 and Bastrop Nov. 23 (JA, DHer) were quite 
late. Prairie Warblers clearly were more in evidence this fall, 
with 11 reports received from the U.T.C. during the period. A 
Prairie was in Austin Aug. 5 (GL), for a very rare record, and 
Prairie Warblers were also seen at San Antonio Sept. 11 and 
Oct. 5 for the 3rd and 4th fall records for that area (MH). A 
Palm Warbler in Jim Wells Nov. 20 (KA) and another on S. 
Padre I., Oct. 8 (JA) were at unusual locations. Single Blackpoll 
Warblers, rare in fall, were reported Oct. 7 at San Antonio 
(MH) and Nov. 16 at Galveston (DM). A Cerulean Warbler at 
San Antonio Sept. 12 (MH) provided the area's first fall record. 
Small numbers of migrant Louisiana Waterthrushes showed 
up over much of the Region Aug. 5-16. Late MacGillivray's 
Warblers were at Bentsen Nov. 3 (ML) and Del Rio Nov. 27- 

29 (VH) A bird fitting the description of • Gray-crowned Yel- 
lowthroat was seen briefly by a single observer at Bentsen Nov 
2 (SR). We occasionally receive reports of this species in the 
L.R.G.V., but so far none of the reported birds has remained 
long enough to be photographed or seen by other observers 

GROSBEAKS THROUGH ORIOLES -- A migrant flock of 
20+ Rose-breasted Grosbeaks in Brownsville Oct. 7 (JA) was 
noteworthy for that area. A Black-headed Grosbeak netted at 
Driftwood Nov. 2 (DC) provided a first documented Hays record 
(DaC, ph. to T.P.R.F.). Two Cassin's Sparrows Sept. 28 at Vic- 
toria (PR) were e. of their normal range, and a Swamp Sparrow 
banded at Driftwood Oct. 18 (DC) was early for the Austin 
area. Sorting through a flock of 1500 Lapland Longspurs in 
Harris Nov. 30, Morgan and Eubanks found 25 McCown's, an 
extremely rare bird on the U.T.C. Two Bobolinks at Wimberley 
Sept. 12 (tBA) provided the Austin area's first fall record. Single 
Bobolinks were also at Galveston Sept. 13 (tRM, JB) and s. of 
Falfurrias Sept. 25 (AO, SB, PP). Altamira Orioles that wan- 
dered n. of their usual range during the period were one at 
Kingsville Sept. 2 (•H & HS) and another n. of Alice Sept 
14 (tCB). 

ADDENDUM -- The BroadSbilled Hummingbird at Santa Ana 
in the winter 1985-1986 was last seen Feb. 12 (D & JH). 

CORRIGENDUM-- Delete the record of four Upland Sand- 
pipers reported Feb. 2, 1986. 
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NORTHWESTERN CANADA REGION 

C. McEwen and W. G. Johnston 

he period from August through October was generally mild. At Fort Nelson, a cool spot of windy weather in 
late August set some birds on their southward move. Three 
main low-pressure systems (August 24, September 16-17, 
and October 2) at Fort St. John caused fallouts of migrants. 
Winter came to the southern Yukon and northern British 

Columbia in November, with temperatures rarely rising 
above -10øC and often falling to -30 ø. 

Geographic coverage for the season was from the usually- 
covered areas of Fort Nelson, Fort St. John, and Whitehorse, 
with further observations from the Yukon Territory's 

Beaufort Sea coast (Herschel Island) as well as the Cop- 
permine area of the central Arctic coast. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- F.S.J. = Fort St. John, B.C.; Y.T. = Yukon 
Territory. 

LOONS THROUGH FALCONS -- Three of the four loon 

species known from Herschel Island were recorded in 1986' 
there was breeding evidence only for Red-throated Loon (2 
known nests failed), while Yellow-billed and Pacific loons fre- 
quented the island's coastline (DT). An ad. Yellow-billed Loon 
seen Aug. 30 at Summit L. (JB) provided the 5th autumn record 
for interior British Columbia, and an ad. Red-throated Loon 
at Charlie L., Aug. 21 (MF, CS) furnished the 8th record for 
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the Peace R., B C, area Charhe L also hosted 162 Pacific Loons 
Sept. 16 (CS). Single Horned Grebes •n w•nter plumage were 
noted at Swan L., Y.T., Sept. 14 and Oct. 5 (HG). Pied-billed 
Grebes made their usual early departure from F.S.J., with the 
last bird noted Sept. 6 (CS). The sighting of an imm. Double- 
crested Cormorant at Hudson Hope Aug. 18 represented the 
3rd record for the Peace R. area (MF). 

Four swans (sp.) were noted at the F.S.J. sewage lagoons Aug. 
21 (MF). Tundra Swan migration through F.S.J. was noted Oct. 
8-24, with a peak of 141 on Cecil L. (CS). Tundra Swan is an 
uncommon breeder on Herschel I., where a family group was 
seen Aug. 3 (DT). A family of Trumpeter Swans on Mud Lake 
Rd, Y.T., July 22 (CH, fide HG) was of interest, as no nest site 
•s known locally. Small flocks of Trumpeter Swans (four to six 
b•rds) flew over wetlands along Tagish Rd., southern Y.T., Oct. 
18 (GJ, SM). A Brant at the n. lagoons, F.S.J., Sept. 16 (CS) was 
a first for n.e. British Columbia. The first wave of Snow Goose 
m•gration westward along Yukon's n. coast was noted at Phil- 
hps Bay Aug. 24 (JH). During the first week of September, large 
flocks of Greater White-fronted Geese were noted flying E at 
Phfilips Bay, where as many as 3180 passed in one hour (JH). 
The prolonged mild fall temperatures influenced migration of 
ducks, with Gadwalls, Blue-winged Teal, Redheads, and Ruddy 
Ducks lingering to late October at F.S.J. (CS). Unique was a • 
Greater Scaup at F.S.J., Sept. 16 (CS). A • Harlequin Duck 
at Charlie L., Nov. 7 was rare for the F.S.J. area (CS). A very 
rare sighting from the previous reporting period was of a 
Steller's Eider that remained near ponds at Herschel I., June 30- 
July 7 (DT). 

A relatively late sighting of Bald Eagle for the s. Yukon was 
made Nov. 30 on Hot Springs Rd. near Whitehorse (ME, fide 
DM), and two were noted Nov. 2 at Kluane L., s.w. Yukon 
(DM). Two Sharp-shinned Hawks were seen Aug. 24 at Swan 
L, Y.T. (HG, TM). Migration of Sharp-shinneds was well- 
marked at F.S.J.: Aug. 14 to Sept. 30, with 2 late dates in October 
(CS) At Fort Nelson, the span of the migration was briefer: 
Sept. 4-Oct. 24 (JB). A rare sighting of an imm. Cooper's Hawk 
was made Nov. 24 at F.S.J. (CS, MF, JB, JJ). Northern Goshawk 
numbers were still considered down in the F.S.J. area relative 
to the early 1980s (CS). Broad-winged Hawks were noted only 
•n the F.S.J. area, where singles were seen July 15 (RC), Aug. 
9 (CS), and Aug. 20 (MF, CS), and a family group was seen 
Aug 13 (MF, CS). Rough-legged Hawks are abundant breeders 
on Herschel I., where the 24 located nests represented a breed- 
•ng density of one pair per 4.16 square km (DT). Rough-leggeds 
were conspicuous near Coppermine in fall after the vegetation 
had died back, making lemmings more visible. A late straggler 
at Fort Nelson was a Merlin noted Oct. 29 (JB). 

GROUSE THROUGH TERNS -- Ruffed and Spruce grouse 
populations were high in the Fort Nelson area (JB) and the. 
Yukon (DM). A group of 25 Spruce Grouse was noted Sept. 18 
on Cultus Cr., s. Yukon (GJ). Peak Sandhill Crane migration 
at Fort Nelson was Sept. 6-17, with Aug. 29-Oct. 16 being the 
entire span of migration (JB). Flocks of 60+ cranes were noted 
Sept. 10 at Dragon L. on the N. Canol Rd. and at Carmacks (GJ, 
CM). Single Black-bellied Plovers were sighted at Herschel Is- 
land in early September (DT), five were at Nisutlin Bay, Y.T., 
Oct 5 (DM, GJ, SM), and one was at Fort Nelson Oct. 9 (JB). 
An unusual flock of 13 Upland Sandpipers staged for a day 
(Aug. 17) at the Fort Nelson airport; other sightings were of 
one Aug. 4 and four Sept. 8 (JB). Well off its understood fall 
m•gration route, one Hudsonian Godwit was seen Sept. 11 at 
F S J. (CS). Single Ruddy Turnstones, casual fall migrants 
through the F.S.J. area, were sighted Aug. 22 at Charlie L. and 
Sept. 9 at Boundary L. (CS). Sanderlings are uncommon visi- 
tants to Herschel I., where noted in late July and early Sep- 
tember (DT). Groups of two to six White-rumped Sandpipers 
were seen in June and August on Herschel I., where the species 
•s considered a rare migrant (DT). One Pectoral Sandpiper was 
noted at Swan L., Y.T., Aug. 24 (HG). Despite the rarity of 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper in this Region, there were several 

sightings. In the F.S.J. area, two juveniles were at Boundary 
L., Sept. 9, and two more were heard calling and seen at the 
n. lagoon Sept. 22 (CS); one bird was also seen at Nisutlin Bay, 
Y.T. (GJ, CM). Another scarce transient through interior British 
Columbia was a Dunlin seen Oct. 8-16 at F.S.J. (CS). A Stilt 
Sandpiper at Swan L., Y.T., Aug. 24 (HG) furnished an uncom- 
mon sighting. The largest concentration of Stilt Sandpipers at 
F.S.J. was of 92 birds Sept. 5 (CS). A rare sighting ofa juv. Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper was made at the n. lagoons, F.S.J., Sept. 14 
(CS, ph.). There are very few records of Ruff for British Co- 
lumbia; one juvenile was at F.S.J., Oct. 2 (CS). Long-billed 
Dowitchers are uncommon migrants and rare summer visitants 
to Herschel I., where groups of five to 20 were noted the first 
2 weeks of September (DT). 

An ad. Parasitic Jaeger was sighted at Charlie L., F.S.J., Aug 
24 (MF, CS, JB, JJ). No Long-tailed Jaegers were seen in an area 
of the Ogilvie Mrs. off the Dempster Hwy, Y.T., where they 
are usually common in July and August (CM). Herring and 
Thayer's gulls, uncommon visitants to Herschel I., were sighted 
in the 1986 season (DT). Rare sightings of Glaucous Gulls were 
reported from n. British Columbia and s. Yukon: one near F.S.J., 
Oct. 2 (CS), one at Nisutlin Bay Oct. 5 (DM, GJ, SM), and 25 
Oct. 21 also at Nisutlin Bay (DM). Two unusual sightings of 
Sabine's Gulls came from F.S.J.: an adult Aug. 6, a juvenile 
Sept. 19 (CS). Uncommon for the Peace R. area was a bird 
identified as an Arctic Tern (winter plumage) Aug. 18, 23, & 
24 (CS, MF). A late sighting of a Black Tern at F.S.J. was Sept 
16; they usually pass through the area in late August (CS). 

OWLS THROUGH REDPOLLS -- A pair of Snowy Owls 
was seen Oct. 16 e. of Fort Nelson (JB). As very rare visitants 
to Herschel Island, N. Hawk-Owls were sighted on 2 occasions 
in September (DT). Late observations included a Hairy Wood- 
pecker Nov. I at Whitehorse (HG) and a Horned Lark at Fort 
Nelson Oct. 28 (JB). North of their understood range, two N 
Rough-winged Swallows were well viewed Aug. 18 near the 
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Peace R. (MF, CS); however, they have been recorded breeding 
farther n. on Swift R., B.C., near the Yukon border (GJ, CM). 
A rare sighting of a Brown Creeper was made at Taylor Aug. 
22 (MF, CS). A very rare visitant to the Yukon, a Clark's Nut- 
cracker was reported from Teslin on 2 separate occasions: Oct. 
15 (PD) and Oct. 12 (JM). 

Four American Dippers were noted at Whitehorse Nov. 30 
(HG). A group of 200+ Bohemian Waxwings was at Kluane L., 
Y.T., Nov. 2 (DM). An ad. Philadelphia Vireo was noted Sept. 
3 at Fort Nelson, and a Solitary Vireo was heard there Sept. 4 
(JB). The last large wood warbler wave through Fort Nelson 
(90 Yellow-rumped, two Palm Warblers) was noted Sept. 16 
(JB). A • Connecticut Warbler was noted n. of F.S.J., Aug. 17 
(MF, CS). Only two or three White-crowned Sparrows were 
seen daily during the relatively brief migration period of Sept. 
9-15 at Fort Nelson (JB). Le Conte's Sparrows are rare local 
summer residents in n.e. British Columbia: two were seen Aug. 
13 and one Aug. 26 near Boundary L. (CS). Rare as a migrant 
to the F.S.J. area, an imm. Golden-crowned Sparrow was noted 
Oct. 3 (CS). Harris' Sparrow is becoming an uncommon but 
regular fall migrant through KS.J, with this year's movement 
Sept. 12-Oct. 16 (CS). Dark-eyed Juncos were noted in n. Yukon 
at Herschel I. in September (DT) and the north coastal plain 
Sept. 13 & 14 (JH). Lapland Longspur migration through Fort 
Nelson peaked Sept. 6-10 with an average of 80 birds/flock 

(lB). Likely influenced by the severe cold of November, Snow 
Buntings in small flocks (<10) were not seen beyond Oct. 29 
in the Fort Nelson area, where present until late November 
the previous year (JB). One Snow Bunting was observed on 
the Alaska Hwy near Teslin late in the season, Nov. 18 (GJ). 
The 2nd record of Rosy Finch for the Peace R. area was made 
Nov. 22 at a local feeder (CS). Pine Grosbeaks were first noted 
Oct. 17 in F.S.J. (CS) and Oct. 15 in Fort Nelson (JB), and com- 
monly seen in small flocks in the Whitehorse area throughout 
the fall (GJ). Few White-winged Crossbills and Red Crossbills 
were noted during the fall, their numbers having declined 
dramatically over the last 2 years. Large flocks of Com. Redpolls 
(50 to 150) were noted along roads in the Watson Lake area 
Nov. 18-21 (GJ), and a local movement of redpolls was noted 
Oct. 21 near F.S.J., with groups of 20-40 birds, totalling 500+, 
noted flying W throughout the morning (CS). 
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NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN-INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 

Thomas H. Rogers 

utumn in the Region continued the "on again off again" weather pattern of the summer. August was, 
almost without exception, unusually hot and dry. Most of 
the reporting localities had less than 0.25 inches of rain, 
some of them had none at all. September turned cool and 
wet after the first week. October temperatures were about 
normal but precipitation was again low, with the majority 
of localities receiving less than 0.5 inches, resulting in a 
very pleasant month. NOvember conditions were about 
normal except for an unseasonable cold snap the second 
week, temporarily freezing some waters. Relatively little 
snow fell and it was mostly gone at the end of the period. 

The erratic weather did not appear to change the migra- 
tion pattern, except as noted in the species accounts. Winter 
berry supply appeared sparse, at least in the Libby and 
Missoula, Montana, areas and at Spokane, Washington. 
Buteo numbers were impressive in some areas and the 
shorebird migration showed high numbers and diversity. 
A scarcity of"northern" finches seemed evident, although 
Evening Grosbeaks showed good numbers in a few local- 
ities. 

LOONS THROUGH HERONS -- A Red-throated Loon on 

Pend Oreille L., at Sunnyside, Ida., Nov. 2 was the latilong's 
first; nearby was a Pacific Loon, vagrant in that latilong (PRS). 
A Yellow-billed Loon was photographed in the Pack R. Flats 
near Sunnyside Nov. 15 for the latilong's first fall record and 
its 2nd ever (PRS). Single Pacific Loons were sighted on Clear 
L., up the Tieton R., w. of Yakima, Wash., Oct. 26 (AS, SS); at 
the Yakima R. mouth, Richland, Wash., Nov. 16 (REWJ; and 
at Hat Rock S.P., e. of Umatilla, Ore. (TG, REW). In Idaho, four 
appeared at Massacre Rocks S.P., Power Co., Nov. 7, at least 
three were near Springfield (CHT), and another was sighted 
on American Falls Res., Nov. 13 (BJa). 

At least 30 Red-necked Grebes frequented Hayden L., Koo- 

ALBERTA 

tenai Co., Ida., Oct. 4 (JFG), and a vagrant was on the Snake 
R. at Clarkston, Wash., Oct. 18 (IP, JP). Two sightings of this 
species were made at Richland, where it is very uncommon 
(TG, REW). Some 1500-2000 Eared Grebes spent September- 
November on Soap L., Grant Co., Wash. (RF). Moses Lake, 
Wash., had about 80 grebes identified as Clark's through Oc- 
tober (RF), and the species was noted at Wallula, Wash., Oct. 
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From an earlier season: Yellow-billed Loon on Pend Oreille Lake, 
Idaho, March 1986. Photo/Paul Sieracki. 

4 (DH, JJ, SM). Clark's were sighted at Malheur N.W.R., Burns, 
Ore., Sept. 13 (TC), and one was with W. Grebes at Hood River, 
Ore., Oct. 12 (DAA, DL, VT). 

Sightings of Am. White Pelicans were sparse. Eastern Wash- 
ington reported a few; the largest numbers were 20 on the 
North Potholes, Grant Co., and 18 on the Columbia near 
Brewster. A stray Double-crested Cormorant showed up at 
Messiter, n. of Blue River, B.C., Oct. 26 (CR). 

Great Egrets numbered 50•- in the North Potholes Oct. 9 
(RP, Jr). Nesting pairs numbered 10 to 12 there this year (RF). 
A flock of 54 Snowy Egrets on the Snake R. below Minidoka 
N.W.R., Rupert, Ida., indicated good nesting success in that 
area (CHT). A Snowy Egret along the Coeur d' Alene R., Koo- 
tenai Co., was n. Idaho's first (JN). Cattle Egret sightings con- 
tinued to increase, with birds in the Shuswap and Vernon, 
B.C., areas (PR, SR); at Clarkston (MK et ul.), near Mazama 
(WM, BS), Rock Island (BJ, CV), Richland (REW), and Walla 
Walla, Wash. (CS, JJ, SM), and near Umapine, Ore. (DH, JJ, SM). 
A disabled one picked up near Eureka, Mont., made a latilong 
first (*Montana State Univ.--WW). A flock of 60 was near 
Springfield, Ida., Aug. 11; they nested at the e. end of American 
Falls Res. and have been increasing slowly for several years 
in that area (CHT). Single Green-backed Herons appeared at 
L. Wenatchee, Wash., Aug. 29 (BJ); at College Place, Wash., 
Sept. 6 (SM, DH, JJ, JTo); near Yakima Aug. 25 (BB); and at 
Fields, Ore., Sept. 18 (CM). Rare sightings were of an adult and 
two imm. Black-crowned Night-Herons at Lewiston, Ida. 
(WH, C.B.). 

WATEBFOWL -- The early November cold snap was be- 
lieved responsible for the grounding of 1300 Tundra Swans-- 
around 500 is normal--at Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, Mont. 
Three Trumpeter Swans stopped at the Albion, Wash., sewage 
pond Nov. 19 (JP, IP, CVV). A few Greater White-fronted Geese 
were reported from s. interior British Columbia, e. Washington, 
and Idaho. About 12 Ross' Geese again appeared at Metcalf 
N.W.R. (fide CP] and two were with Snow Geese at the entrance 
to American Falls Res. (CHT). Canada Goose numbers at 
Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., peaked at nearly 3000 in 
late October. 

The early November freezeup drove out the 22,000 Mallards 
at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida., but milder tempera- 
tures and rain created open water, causing a return of 28,500, 
the highest count since 1978. Freezeup Nov. 29-30 then forced 
most waterfowl out again. 

The November storm brought a peak of 20.000 ducks to 
Metcalf N.W.R. Peak numbers for some of the waterfowl on 
n. Idaho's lakes were: Canada Goose 3474, Wood Duck 620, 
Mallard 10,205, Am. Wigeon 9675, Canvasback 900, Redhead 
16,500, and Lesser Scaup 12,300 (I.F.G.). More than 60 Wood 
Ducks fed under Russian olive trees along Winchester Waste- 

way, w. of Moses Lake, Wash. (JT). Impressive were the 75 
found at Hayden L., Kootenai Co., Ida., Sept. 22 (JFG). A pair 
of Am. Black Ducks was identified near Rexburg, Ida., Nov. 9 
& 16 (DHu). A rare visitor to Hood River Co., Ore., was a 8 N. 
Pintail at Cascade Locks Nov. 11 (DAA). Turnbull N.W.R. 
counted 1240 Gadwalls Sept. 19. The only Eur. Wigeons re- 
ported were single birds at Odell, Ore. (DAA), on Patterson L., 
Okanogan Co., Wash. (LHo, WM), and at Walla Walla (SM). A 
notable concentration of 5000 Canvasbacks, accompanied by 
several thousand other ducks, was on the Wanapum Dam pool 
of the Columbia River near Vantage, Wash., Nov. 14 (RF). A 
wounded Greater Scaup found at American Falls Res., Nov. 2 
(KS, CHT) and one on nearby Springfield Ponds Nov. 18 (KS, 
JTi) furnished the only reports. 

Two Harlequin Ducks were spotted at Fontaine Flats along 
Highway 410 n.w. of Yakima Aug. 18 (BR) and a female was 
on the Salmon R. near Shoup, Ida., Nov. 8 (BJ). Springfield 
Ponds hosted another • Harlequin Nov. 15-23 (CW, CHT, m.ob.) 
and up to four Oldsquaw Nov. 14-27 (EC, WHS, CHT). Two to 
three Oldsquaw appeared below Dry Falls Dam near Conlee 
City, Wash., in early November (WHa, S.A.S., JA) and one was 
at Bend, Ore., Nov. 19-27 (TC, CM). A sewage pond at the 
Idaho Nat'l Engineering Lab, Arco, Ida., attracted an imm. Surf 
Scoter Oct. 24 (EC, TR, BV) and seven were on Lenore L., Grant 
Co., Wash., Oct. 19 (JA). The Springfield Ponds had one Oct. 
25 (CHT et ul.) as did Hayden L., Kootenai Co., Ida. (JFG), and 
Clear L., w. of Yakima, Oct. 26 (AS, SS). A few White-winged 
Scoters appeared in w. Montana, s. Idaho, and e. Washington. 
Hooded Merganser numbers reached 195 at Turnbull Oct. 31 
(JB). Three reports of single Red-breasted Mergansers came 
from the Walla Walla-Kennewick-Richland, Wash., area (TG, 
REW). Ruddy Ducks numbered 3000-5000 on Soap L. and Le- 
nore L., Grant Co., Wash., October to early November (RF). 

VULTURES THROUGH CRANES--The Frenchtown 

Valley w. of Missoula had a movement of 40 Turkey Vultures 
Sept. 12 (DHo). A very late Osprey was at Vantage, Wash., Nov. 
24 (REW). Lincoln County, Mont., had Bald Eagle sightings 
believed to represent 73 individuals, as early as Aug. 16 but 
mostly in November (DHe). Northern Harrier and Swainson's, 
Red-tailed, and Rough-legged hawk numbers in the Walla 
Walla area were "tremendous," with total daily counts of over 
200. An imm. Red-shonldered Hawk at Paisley, Ore., Sept. 25 
was possibly the first for Lake County (ME, EE). Falcon sight- 
ings, some probably duplicates, were: Merlin 10, Peregrine six, 
Gyrfalcon two, and Prairie 17, plus "several" and "common". 

Gallinaceous birds had a good year in the Kamloops, B.C., 
area but were down in numbers around Walla Walla. Ring- 
necked Pheasants were scarce in the Flathead Valley, n.w. 
Montana, supposedly resulting from an increased raccoon 
population and reduced cover from the clearing of rights-of- 
way (JR). Fifteen Wild Turkeys with young were sighted at 
Wenas Cr., n.e. of Yakima (EH). 

By far the largest group of migrating Sandhill Cranes seen 
on the ground was of 600 in Douglas County, Wash., Sept. 25 
(RF). Eight Sandhill Cranes fed in an oat field near Windermere, 
B.C., Sept. 21 (LH), and two adults were seen in a field near 
Metcalf Sept. 17 (C & SC)--a pair had raised one chick there 
this summer (CH). A single bird was at the Walla Walla R. 
delta, Wallula, Wash., Sept. 13 (B.M.A.S.), and 27 were sighted 
there Sept. 28 (JFG). One at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonnets Ferry, 
Ida., made a rare sighting (LDN). At a ranch near Libby, Mont., 
one fed with domestic turkeys for a week in October (DHe). 
All Sandhill and Whooping cranes had departed Grays Lake 
N.W.R., Ida., by Oct. 10. Foster parent Sandhills there fledged 
only two Whooper chicks this year from 15 eggs. Predators 
were believed to have caused the losses. Nine older Whoopers 
summered there, but migrants stopping in Colorado numbered 
.at least 24 by October's end (EB). 

SHOREBIRDS -- Black-bellied Plovers were moving through 
the Region between Aug. 14 and Oct. 26. The greatest numbers 
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sighted were 52 at Springfield Oct 26 (CHT) and 75 at the 
Walla Walla R. delta Oct. 19 (DG, AS). Six Black-bellied Plovers 
and one Lesser Golden-Plover stopped at the Missoula, Mont., 
pulp mill Sept. 12 (DHo). One or two Lesser Golden-Plovers 
appeared Aug. 31-Oct. 11 at the Walla Walla delta (BB, DG, 
TG, AS, SS, REW). Near Springfield they appeared Sept. 7- 
Nov. 2 with 15 on the latter date (CHT). Other November rec- 
ords were of one at Karoloops, B.C., Nov. 2 (SRo) and one near 
College Place Nov. 14 (KK). Kootenai N.W.R. had a peak of 15 
Semipalmated Plovers Sept. 15 (RDC). A few were observed 
at Springfield, Clarkston, the Walla Walla delta, and Kamloops. 

A few Marbled Godwits were sighted at the Walla Walla 
delta (TG, REW); at Spangle, Wash. (CVV); at Hart Mt. Nat'l 
Antelope Ref., Harney Co., Ore. (WHP); and at Adel, Ore. (SSu, 
EE, ME, D & CM). Five at Kootenai N.W.R., Sept. 15 added the 
species to the refuge list (RDC). A Ruddy Turnstone at Kam- 
loops Sept. 2-6 was the first ever there and the 2nd for the 
latilong (RH, EM, RR). One of this species, very rare in the 
Helena, Mont., area, was seen at L. Helena Sept. 6 (DLe, GH). 
One appeared at the Walla Walla delta Sept. 7 (REW) and two 
were there Sept. 13 (TG). A breeding-plumaged Red Knot was 
at Springfield July 31 and two were there about Aug. 2 (DT). 
A few Sanderlings were sighted at the Walla Walla delta (BB, 
AS), Banks L., Grant Co., Wash. (JA), Malheur N.W.R. (MA, 
EE, ME, D & CM), and Missoula (DHo). Up to 18 stopped at the 
Springfield Ponds (CHT). Four Semipalmated Sandpipers were 
reported at Fortine, Mont., Aug. 20 (WW) and one was at Kam- 
loops Sept. 5 (RR). Hood River had a Least Sandpiper Oct. 25; 
the species is rare in the county (DAA). 

Missoula had 165 Baird's Sandpipers Sept. 12 (DHo) and the 
species was locally abundant in Washington's Columbia Basin, 
with the highest number, 60, at the Walla Walla delta (REW). 
Two were discovered in an alpine meadow at Jasper N.P., Alta., 
Aug. 1 (RCB) and one fed with a Lesser Yellowlegs on Kootenay 
R Flats, Kootenay N.P., B.C., where it is very rare, Aug. 8 (LH). 
A few Baird's were noted at Spangle, Wash. (C.B.) and Turnbull, 
and one was seen at Malheur (MA). Seven Pectoral Sandpipers 
along the Pend Orefile R., Bonner Co., Ida., were noteworthy 
(BM). A Sharp-tailed Sandpiper at the Yakima R. delta Oct. 12 
was Woodley's 2nd there in 20 years. 

A very few Stilt Sandpipers were reported for Karoloops (RR), 
the Walla Walla delta (DG, AS, TG, REW), the Yakima delta 
(REW), Reardan, Wash. (JA), Spangle (C.B.), Kootenai N.W.R. 
(RDC), and Springfield (CHT). Single Buff-breasted Sandpipers 
at Riske Creek, B.C., Sept. 12 (PR) and at Karoloops Sept. 14 
(RH) were decided rarities. Single Short-billed Dowitchers were 
•dentified at Missoula (DHo), Reardan (JA), and the Walla Walla 
delta (DG, AS), and a few were noted at Springfield (DT, CHT) 
and Bend (TC). Some 400-500 Red-necked Phalaropes were 
on Soap L., late August to early September (RF). A notable find 
was of two Red Phalaropes at the Walla Walla delta Sept. 13- 
14 (TG, REW). 

JAEGERS THROUGH TERNS -- An imm. Parasitic Jaeger 
was found at Wallowa L., Wallowa Co., Ore., Sept. 15 (JBu). 
Single Franklin's Gulls appeared at the Walla Walla delta and 
on the Columbia R. to the north, and at Spokane, Wash. Koo- 
tenai N.W.R. had two, as well as two Bonaparte's. A very few 
Bonaparte's were sighted in e. Oregon and Washington. Metcalf 
had one (C & SC). Up to seven Mew Gulls appeared at Hood 
River in November; they are regular fall migrants there (DAA). 
The only others were single birds at Vernon, B.C., Nov. 27 
(PR), and at Tumalo Res., providing a first record for Deschutes 
Co., Ore. (TC). About 180 Ring-billed Gulls lingered at Libby 
Dam. Herring Gulls appear to be regular fall migrants at Hood 
River (DAA). One showed up near Asotin, Wash., Oct. 25 (C.B.) 
and many imm. Herring Gulls at Springfield were accompanied 
by an imm. Thayer's (CHT). Vernon had two Thayer's Oct. 
11+ (PR). The Pack R. Flats had an imm. Thayer's and an imm. 
Glaucous Nov. 23, along with a large increase in Herring 
Gulls (PRS). 

A W. Gull, apparently the same one that has returned for 
several years at American Falls Dam, was back at its usual 

place on tire floats (CHT) Single Glaucous-winged Gulls were 
seen at Ice Harbor Dam on the Snake R. e. of Pasco and at 

Richland. Up to ten Glaucous-wingeds were seen along the 
Columbia R. in Hood River County (DAA). A lone Sabine's 
Gull frequented Banks L. in September (S.A.S., JA) and an imm 
Sabine's was identified at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Beaverhead 
Co., Mont., Sept. 10 (MCN) for the first in that area. 

A Caspian Tern at Karoloops Sept. 12 was unusual (Silo) 
Kootenai N.W.R. had 25 Corn. Terns Sept. 4 (RDC) and three 
at the Walla Walla R. delta were noteworthy (AS). An ad. Arctic 
Tern at American Falls was s. Idaho's first (CHT, KM). 

OWLS THROUGH SWALLOWS -- At least 15 Com. Barn- 
Owls were found at Ice Harbor Dam Nov. 8. A Flammulated 

Owl, rare at Malheur N.W.R., was sighted there Sept. 27 (TC, 
O.F.O.). One at Turnbull N.W.R. added the species to the refuge 
list (RW). The only Snowy Owls reported were single birds 
near Moses Lake and at Rathdrum and Moscow, Ida. A rare 
sighting was of a N. Hawk-Owl at the latter place Nov. 30 (EJL) 
A Burrowing Owl at Karoloops made a very rare sighting, for 
the species has been virtually extirpated there (DJ). Noteworthy 
Barred Owl sightings were of single birds near Elk City, Ida 
(KC, KH), near Asotin (C.B.), and along Mill Cr., e. of Walla 
Walla (RL, CPf, m.ob.). A few Great Gray Owl sightings were 
obtained in n. and e. Idaho and at Rock Cr. near Ovando, Mont 
The species nested in the Sunriver, Ore., area, the farthest 
north in the Oregon Cascades they have been found (TC) A 
Long-eared Owl was found in the Sunriver area, where the 
species is very rare (TC). A Boreal Owl at Fish Cr., Mineral 
Co., Mont., Nov. i was notable (TRy). A N. Saw-whet Owl was 
sighted, appropriately, on Hallowe'en at Market Lake Wildlife 
Management Area, Roberts, Ida., for apparently the first rec- 
ord there (SRe). Rare was a sighting of one at Malheur 
N.W.R. (TC). 

Vaux's Swifts roosted in numbers in excess of 3000 in the 

chimney on Whitman College campus, Walla Walla (SM). An 
Anna's Hummingbird was at Vernon throughout the fall period 
(FP, JQ). Four imm. Broad-tailed Hummingbirds visited Kla- 
math Falls, Ore., feeders Sept. I (B & CY). 

At least one dozen Lewis' Woodpeckers were at Summer L, 
Lake Co., Ore., and another dozen were at Malheur N.W R, 
Sept. 25-28 (EE, ME, D & CM). Tranquille, B.C., had 22 Aug 
26 (CR), and about 15 were sighted n. of Brewster (fide RF) 
Ten were seen in Manashtash Canyon w. of Ellensburg, Wash, 
Aug. 23, and 10 along the American R., Yakima Co., Wash, 
Sept. 7 (EH). Niarada, Mont., had four Aug. 20 (EH). Very few 
were reported elsewhere. A few Williamson's Sapsuckers were 
reported. Single White-headed Woodpeckers were sighted in 
3 localities. A Pileated Woodpecker s. of Helena Sept. i was 
noteworthy, as the species is very rare e. of the Continental 
Divide in that area (LMc). 

An imm. Least Flycatcher was identified in the hand at Hart 
Mt., Sept. 21 (WHP). A Black Phoebe was at Market Lake for 
Idaho's 2nd record (SFR). A very late Say's Phoebe appeared 
s. of The Dalles, Ore., Nov. 28 (BW). September 27 was a very 
late date for a flock of over 50 Violet-green Swallows over the 
Spokane R. at Spokane (JA). 

JAYS THROUGH WARBLERS- One or two Blue Jays 
appeared in the Vernon vicinity in early November (PR), and 
one was at Nakusp, B.C., Oct. 14-16 (GD). Single birds showed 
up in Idaho at Idaho Falls Oct. 26 (C & ES) and near Pocatello 
Oct. 18 (CHT, m.ob.). One or two visited feeders at Stevensville, 
Mont., all fall (BD, CP), and one frequented a feeder at Eastport, 
Ida., in late October (JM). Remarkable was the sighting of a 
Scrub Jay at Twisp, Wash., Sept. 8, the first for the latilong and 
for n. Washington (DJo). 

Chestnut-backed Chickadees were showing up in unusual 
numbers in the lowlands in every state and province of the 
Region. Particularly notable were groups of up to five at feeders 
in Bend (TC). One in the Ketchurn-Sun Valley, Ida., vicinity 
provided a rare treat for birdwatchers (WHS). At least 25 Bush- 
tits were observed at Hood River Oct. 4 (DAA). Bewick's Wren 
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appears to be well estabhshed •n the Asohn wc•nity S•ngle N 
Mockingbirds visited Malheur Sept 13 ITC) and Hart Mr, Aug 
22-29 [WHP). One was seen near Minidoka N.W.R., Sept. 1 
(WHS), and another was at Stevenville in late October (CP). 

The earliest sighting of Bohemian Waxwings was in the Sel- 
k•rk Mrs., Boundary Co., Ida., Oct. 15 (PRS). The largest number 
reported was 3000 at Vernon Nov. 22 [PR). A very late Orange- 
crowned Warbler was at Nakusp Nov. 16 (GD). An imm. Mag- 
nolia Warbler at Sullivan L., Pend Oreille Co., Sept. 13 was 
apparently e. Washington's first (CVV, m.ob.). One visited 
American Falls Sept. 14 (CHT). A • Cape May Warbler in Col- 
orado Gulch w. of Helena Sept. 13 was Montana's 4th and the 
latfiong's first (G & NN). Another Cape May at Malheur Sept. 
13-18 was Oregon's 6th (KT, TW). Malheur also had Oregon's 
first Blackburnian Warbler Sept. 15-18 (CDL, CM, DPa) and 
a Blackpoll Warbler was there Sept. 27 (TC). A Blackpoll War- 
bler at the Davenport, Wash., cemetery Sept. 20 was apparently 
the state's 2nd (JA). A Black-and-white Warbler was observed 
on Asotin Cr., w. of Asotin, Oct. 25 (JP, DP). An imm. N. Wa- 
terthrush was mistnetted at Hart Mr., Sept. 3 (WHP). 

GROSBEAKS THROUGH FINCHES -- A College Place 
feeder enticed an imm. Black-headed Grosbeak to stay into 
late November, remarkably late (SM). A pair of Blue Grosbeaks 
near Pocatello Aug. 1 was suspected of having nested nearby 
(CHT). Sighting of a Lark Sparrow along the Lincton Mr. road 
near Milton-Freewater, Ore., Aug. 31 was unusual (DH, SM). 
A well-described Sharp-tailed Sparrow at Sullivan L., Pend 
Orefile Co., Wash., Sept. 14 provided the state's first sighting 
(WH, MK, JP, DP, CVV). A Swamp Sparrow, no details supplied, 
was also reported at Sullivan L., Sept. 14 (MK et al.). A White- 
throated Sparrow, Crook County's first, was seen in Prineville, 
Ore, Sept. 26 (CSt). Golden-crowned Sparrow was described 
for the Hart Mr. area as an "occasional spring migrant, common 
fall migrant, and to this date, unrecorded as a winter resident" 
(WHP). A sprinkling of Harris' Sparrows appeared, the first 
Oct 10 at Missoula (PLW), the others in November. Twelve 
to 15 Lapland Longspurs ]seemingly early for such numbers] 
dropped in on the summit of Mr. Spokane, Spokane Co., Wash., 
Sept 7 (LT). Eastern Washington had the lion's share of Snow 
Bunting sightings with over 400 between Reardan and Dav- 
enport Nov. 16 (JA). This species also appeared at Frenchtown 
near Missoula, where it is not common (PLW). The only Bob- 
ohnk reported was one at Karoloops Sept. 4 (SRo). A late Yellow- 
headed Blackbird was sighted near Wapato, Wash., Nov. 27 
(BB, AS). Vernon had a Rusty Blackbird Oct. 11 (PR), and 2 
s•ghtings came from the vicinity of Glacier N.P., Mont. (fide 
JR). A few Brewer's Blackbirds lingered in the Eureka vicinity 
as late as Nov. 29 (DHe). A Corn. Grackle visited a Pocatello 
feeder in late November (EF). 

The earhest appearance of Rosy F•nches was at Smith Cr, 
Boundary Co, Ida., Oct. 20 (PRS) A few small groups were 
reported elsewhere. A few Pine Grosbeaks appeared, with the 
southernmost sighting between Anatone and Fields Springs 
S.P., Nov. 22 (JP, DP, CVV). Purple Finches were reported at 
Libby (DHe); Hell's Canyon N.R.A., s.e. of Imnaha, Ore. (JB), 
Toppenish N.W.R., Yakima Co., Wash. (CD, DG, AS); and •n 
the Klamath Basin area, Ore. (SJ). Few Red Crossbills were 
reported, the largest number being 67 at Crystal L. in the Snowy 
Mts. of c. Montana (LM). Common Redpolls had appeared only 
at Fortine (WW) and at Tungsten Mt., Boundary Co., Ida. (PRS), 
by the end of the period. 

CORRIGENDUM--AB 40:501. The Cape May Warbler was 
photographed by Tom Crabtree. 
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MOUNTAIN WEST REGION 

Hugh E. Kingery 

better-than-average fall migration produced many notable finds, including the first state record of Black- 
shouldered Kite in Utah. 

The Region reported 374 species, against a peak of 376 
last year and an average of 361. As usual, Colorado had 
the top count, 329 (average 317), followed by 265 in Wy- 
oming (254), and 244 in both Utah and Nevada. For the 
year, the Region recorded 408 species (Colorado 372, Wy- 
oming 311, Utah 295, and Nevada 267). 

Several locations (notably Boulder County, Colorado, 

Denver, and Yellowstone National Park) report gross num- 
bers of birds sighted during the season, so that the same 
birds seen two weeks in a row are counted both times; see, 
e.g., Western Grebes in Boulder County. 

LOONS TO IBISES -- The [incredible] flock of 13 Red- 
throated Loons reported at Keyhole Res. near Sundance, Wyo, 
Nov. 4 exceeded the highest season's total ever reported from 
the Region (tJA). Other reporters found single Red-throateds 
Oct. 24-26 at Sheridan (tHD, MC) and Nov. 3-9 at Denver 
($D.F.O.). Pacific Loons showed strong]y, with 12 individuals 
seen in Yellowstone N.P., Sept. 24-Oct. 21 (S & LF), single 
birds at Rock Springs, Sheridan, and Sundance, Wyo. (MA, 
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tHD, tJA), and eight in Colorado at Delta, Pueblo, and Denver. 
Half of the 228 Com. Loons reported occurred in Yellowstone, 
one stopped at Kirch W.M.A., Lund, Nev., three at the Great 
Salt Lake, and the rest in Colorado and Wyoming. Among the 
50 Common, Pacific, and Red-throated loons at Sundance that 
Nov. 4, two birds were identified as Yellow-billeds, based on 
color of the culmen and other marks (•JA); if accepted, this 
would mark Wyoming's 2nd observation of this tough-to-iden- 
tify species out of place in the Mountain West. 

Denver's Pied-billed Grebes more than doubled over last 

fall, with 129 seen on 13 of 20 field trips (D.F.O.). Two observers 
reported large flocks of Horned Grebes in heavily-observed 
locations where others reported few: 411 Oct. 6 and 500 Nov. 
I at Great Salt Lake (BW), and 500 in Longmont and Ft. Collins, 
Colo., Nov. 4 (JC). Two Red-necked Grebes stopped at Sund- 
ance Aug. 18 (JA), three at Yellowstone Sept. 29 (AS), and one 
each at Jackson Res. near Ft. Morgan, Colo., Oct. 27 (HH) and 
at Denver Nov. 26 (JR). Eared Grebe stopovers declined--Kirch 
reported them down by 50-90% from last year; the peak there 
reached 68 Oct. 13-27 (CS). The Great Salt Lake's count has 
declined drastically with that lake's high water problems; peaks 
reported were of only 50. Boulder County, Colo., tallied 12,289 
large grebes; of those identified to species, 1972 were Westerns 
and 110 Clark's--a ratio of 5.6% Clark's. Observers at Las Ve- 
gas, Yellowstone, Sheridan, Pueblo, and Denver also reported 
Clark's Grebes. At Pueblo Nov. 30, a bird of the year appeared 
to be a hybrid: it had an orange bill but black surrounding the 
eye (BM). 

American White Pelicans achieved record production at 
Anaho Island N.W.R., Nev., with 7500 young produced, and 
for the first time since the 1930s they nested at Pelican Island, 
Stillwater N.W.R., Nev., producing 350 young (ST, LN). At 
Stillwater, 20,000-30,000 spent the fall. Near Bear River 
N.W.R., 2100 pelicans presented the largest other concentration 
in the Region (JN). Groups of pelicans scattered over n.e. Col- 
orado; e.g., Boulder County reported 290 in August and 225 
in September. Sundance reported thousands of Double-crested 
Cormorants at the migration peak (JA). The Region reported 
16 Am. Bitterns. Lahontan Valley, Nev., had 550 Great Blue 
Heron, 185 Great Egret, and 250 Snowy Egret nests (ST, LN). 
The Region reported 20 migrant Great Egrets: six in Nevada, 
three in Utah, four in Wyoming, and seven in Colorado. With 
1500 nests, Stillwater's White-faced Ibises declined slightly (ST, 
LN). Migrant ibis flocks peaked at 500 at Fish Springs N.W.R. 
and 183 at Bear River. 

WATERFOWL -- Stillwater hosted the most waterfowl-- 

300,000 ducks Sept. 16-Oct. 16, and 400,000 Nov. 18, with 
peak species including 210,000 N. Shovelers, 80,000 Green- 
winged Teal, and 63,000 Ruddy Ducks (ST, LN). Fish Springs 
had 19,870 ducks at its peak, topped by 6100 Green-winged 
Teal, 4700 N. Pintails, and 3400 Am. Wigeons (CRD). Kirch's 

peak came Sept. 22 with 10,610, including 1950 wigeon and 
1740 Gadwalls (CS). Stillwater had 17,000 Tundra Swans Nov. 
18 [ST, LN), but the Salt Lake valley continued to miss them 
(top counts of 221 in the U.D.W.R. count Oct. 16-31,200 Nov. 
15-30). Yellowstone's collective count topped 735 Oct. 19-Nov. 
18 (TM). Kirch had 214 Nov. 10, 5 times last year's peak. To 
the east, the 75 at Casper Nov. 17, six at Lander and nine at 
Green R., Wyo., 43 along the Colorado Front Range, and five 
at Salida, Colo., Nov. 9-10 (RE) exceeded the usual count. A 
Trumpeter Swan, probably from South Dakota, visited Sun- 
dance Nov. 5 (•JA). Colorado reported 19 Greater White-fronted 
Geese Oct. 26-Nov. 23. On the stormy weekend of Oct. 11- 
12, Cheyenne, Wyo., observers counted overhead flocks of 
2500-3500 Snow Geese (perhaps twice as many actually passed 
over---H.P.A.S.). To the south, Colorado observers saw nowhere 
near as many, with peaks of 150 in Boulder County and 430 
at Julesburg, both in November. Regional observers found one 
Ross' Goose at St. George, Utah, Nov. 5+ (SH), one at Casper 
Nov. 29 (JH), and 21 in Colorado. Wood Ducks expand in the 
Region; one to two appeared at Ruby Lake N.W.R., Nev., Aug. 
18 and Sept. 30 {SB), Jackson, Wyo., Sept. 19 {KDu), and Yel- 
lowstone Park, Wyo., Aup• 30 (TM), and over 20 visited Grand 
Jct., Colo. (CD, RL). A Eur. Wigeon stopped at Casper Nov. 23- 
27 (•JH, FL). Canvasbacks peaked at 24,000 at Stillwater Oct. 
16 (ST, LN). Colorado reported 10 Greater Scaups Oct. 12-Nov. 
21. The Oldsquaw count, one at Kirch, three at Casper, one at 
Grand Jct., and one at Ft. Morgan, Colo., dropped from 13 and 
10 the last 2 years. The count of 14 Surf and 20 White-winged 
scoters reflected the usual number and proportion of those 
two species. Most unusual was a White-winged at Reno Nov. 
14+, joined by a 2nd Dec. 13 [HJ, ph.). Delta, Colo., had a high 
count of 57 Red-breasted Mergansers Nov. 3 {MJ). 

RAPTORS THROUGH CRANES- A massive bubonic 

plaque epidemic killed all the prairie dogs in a 25-square-mile 
area of Boulder County; hawk numbers dropped drastically. 
Monthly transects showed these average daily totals (compared 
with the 2 previous years): N. Harrier, 0.4 (2, 2); Red-tailed 
Hawk 3.2 (5.3, 9.2); Ferruginous 0.5 (2.3, 4.4); Rough-legged 0.5 
(0.5. 0.2) (SJ). Yellowstone's Ospreys fledged 42 young; 21 of 
40 nests succeeded. The Region reported 54 migrants. Shirley 
discovered Utah's first Black-shouldered Kite Nov. 6. Over a 
dozen Utahans observed it Nov. 6-14 (•MW, CKn). Bald Eagles 
made 9 nest attempts in Colorado, up from 3 nesting pairs 2 
years ago; this year they fledged four young (C.D.W.). At Kirch, 
Accipiters staged their strongest migration in at least 5 years, 
with three to five daily seen at refuge headquarters. Nevadans 
continued to find Red-shouldered Hawks, with single birds at 
Las Vegas, Mt. Charleston, and Ruby Lake, plus an adult and 
immature at Kirch Aug. 12-Oct. 13; on Sept. 28 Stevenson 
found the adult dead in the grasp of a Great Horned Owl, also 
dead, amidst evidence of a classic struggle. At Promontory, 
Utah, U.F.O. found a Broad-winged Hawk Sept. 14. A C.D.W. 
survey found 21 Peregrine Falcon aeries in Colorado (DP). Ob- 
servers reported two single Gyrfalcons, at Sheridan Sept. 16- 
22 (HD) and Windsor, Colo., Oct. 12 (tDHi). 

A Sora could show up for your yard list: Kesselheim found 
one dead in an Evanston, Wyo., alley Sept. 3! The usual strong 
migration of Am. Coots included 23,000 at Ruby Lake Aug. 15 
(SB}, 4850 at Fish Springs Sept. 16 (CRD}, 8470 at Kirch Oct. 
27 (CS}, and 5293 through the fall at Denver {D.F.O.}. 

At least four Am. White Pelicans and possibly one Whooping 
Crane flew with the Denver flocks of Sandhills. One Whooping 
Crane arrived at Barr L., n. of Denver, Oct. 14; by its band 
number a Grays Lake bird, it had stopped in the same vicinity 
last year (BR}. Later, Oct. 24-30, on the e. line of the Region, 
thousands of Sandhills flew over Sundance, 75-100 over Ft. 
Morgan, and 1000 over Baca County, Colo. These probably 
came from Canada. The San Luis Valley hosted 22 different 
Whooping Cranes during the migration, including only one 
juvenile (EM). Singles stopped at Yellowstone Aug. 29-Sept. 
10 (TMi) and Farson, Wyo., in September (FL). 
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SoAo 

Sandhill Cranes staged a spectacle along the Front 
Range Oct. 11-12. A stormy weekend that brought light 
snow and low clouds forced them down to 500-1000 ft 

above the ground, probably well below the elevation at 
which they usually migrate; over 100 birdwatchers, te- 
lephoning back and forth, followed their progress. At 
Cheyenne, observers out to look for the Snow Geese 
found 400-500 cranes instead. In the Denver/Boulder 
area an estimated 20,000-30,000 cranes flew over during 
the 2-day weekend. The cranes veered away as they 
approached the foothills whose tops the clouds covered. 
However, to the south they ventured into the foothills, 
since 5000+ flew over Wetmore, Colo. The SW orien- 
tation of some of the flocks suggested that their course 
aimed toward the San Luis Valley. which had 15,000 at 
its peak Oct. 15. Most of the cranes there come from 
Idaho, so that if the Front Range migrants came from 
there, they traveled a circular course. Other flocks of 
500-1000 passed to the east, over Pawnee Nat'l Grass- 
land, Ft. Morgan, and Holyoke, 140 mi e. of the foothills. 
Farmers reported hundreds e. of Pueblo (nightly from 
late September to mid-October). 

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH TERNS -- Seven Lesser Gold- 

en-Plovers occurred at Provo, Salt Lake City, and Logan (MW, 
CKn, RKA), Casper (JH, FL), Delta, Colo. (MJ), and Windsor, 
Colo. (JC), Sept. 4-Nov. 8. Fish Springs reported a peak of 80 
Snowy Plovers Sept. 16 (CRD), 25 scurried along the Great Salt 
L., Sept. 6 (CKn), and Carson L., near Fallon, Nev., had 15 Oct. 
10 (ST, LN). The Piping Plover near Denver Aug. 11-12 pro- 
vided a 1st Lat record (iKL). The Lahontan Valley near Fallon 
had 5000 breeding Black-necked Stilts (ST, LN); largest migrant 
flocks were of 300 at Fish Springs Aug. 8, and 150 at Bear R. 
and Great Salt L., Aug. 18 and Sept. 6. At Carson L., 1000 Am. 
Avocets still remained Nov. 26, yet only one stilt even stayed 
into November, until Nov. 4, and it had a bad leg (ST, LN). 
The Lahontan Valley refuge complex saw impressive shorebird 
totals: 20,000 peeps Oct. 10, 90% Westerns, the rest Baird's, 
Pectoral, Least, and Dunlins; 50,000 Long-billed Dowitchers 
in September (but Bear R. had a peak of only 800--CKn); and 
10,000 Red-necked Phalaropes Aug. 6 (ST, LN). Among the 
otherwise reduced counts of shorebirds, observers reported 
the following top counts: 188 Lesser Yellowlegs Aug. 17 in 
Boulder County (PY), 105 Marbled Godwits at Bear R., Aug. 
18 (HK), 1036 Long-billed Dowitchers at Promontory Sept. 13- 
14, and 100-1- Corn. Snipe there Sept. 23-24 (RR). 

Late shorebirds included a Solitary Sandpiper to Nov. 27 
and a Spotted until Nov. 21 at Grand Jct. (CD, RL), and a Long- 
billed Curlew with a bad leg to Nov. 26 at Carson L. (ST, LN). 
A Whimbrel stopped at a Weld County, Colo., lake Oct. 12 
(DHi). Two Ruddy Turnstones turned up: at Casper Sept. 14- 
15 (JH, FL) and Longmont, Colo., Sept. 28-29 (DN, BP). Las 
Vegas saw two Red Knots Sept. 26 (MCr), and five visited e. 
Colorado Sept. 7-28. At Logan, "the usual 2-4-1- Semipalmated 
Sandpipers were present in flocks of Westerns in a ratio of 1: 
25" (MT), and one Semipalmated mixed with peeps at Great 
Salt L., Sept. 6 (CKn). Semipalmateds occur regularly in e. Col- 
orado and e. Wyoming, and Tove reports that his observations 
indicate that more occur in the Salt Lake Valley than conven- 
tional wisdom dictates. What would happen with a day-long 
scoping of the Carson Lake peeps? Further studies in the Great 
Basin may bear out Tove's theory that data from coastal Cal- 
ifornia does not apply to the Mountain West. 

Wyoming reported 2 sets of Buff-breasted Sandpipers: four 
Aug. 30 at Casper (JH) and one Sept. 6-7 at Farson (1st Lat, 
iFL, MA). A flock of 30 Short-billed Dowitchers was reported 
at Pueblo Aug. 10 (•DBr); singles were reported at Las Vegas 
Sept. 26-27 (R.R.A.S.), Milford, Utah, Sept. 6 (1st Lat, MW), 
Rock Springs, Wyo., Oct. 25 (1st Lat, •FL), and Boulder Aug. 
31 (•PY). Wilson's Phalaropes declined at Las Vegas and Kirch 

(a drop of 90-95%, with a peak of 22 Aug. 25--CS). A Red 
Phalarope Oct. 3-4 conveniently posed near three Red-neckeds 
to provide a direct comparison, and the first record from Logan 
(1st Lat, iKFA, MT). 

The Region had only four jaegers: one well-observed Parasitic 
with long tail streamers at Carson City Sept. 14 (lJW, ph.), two 
Parasitics near Ft. Morgan, Colo., Oct. 27 (HH), and a jaeger 
(sp.) there Oct. 2 (JC). The flocks of Bonaparte's Gulls have 
diminished in e. Colorado from peaks of a few years ago, al- 
though D.F.O. reported 100 Nov. 17 in n.e. Colorado. Besides 
that flock, reports totalled only 23 in Colorado, three in Wy- 
oming, and one at Logan, Utah. California Gulls had 3000 nests 
at Anaho Island N.W.R. and 1700 nests at Stillwater (ST, LN). 
Thirteen Sabine's Gulls (an average count for the Region) oc- 
curred at Logan and Bear L., Utah, Rock Springs, Yellowstone, 
and Sundance, Wyo., four at Pueblo Oct. 12 (DS, DJ), and singles 
at Longmont, Greeley, and Ordway, Colo. Stillwater hosted 
475 nests of Caspian Terns (ST, LN). The tally of 55 Corn. Terns 
included two at Las Vegas, 22 at Great Salt L. on 3 dates, seven 
at Rock Springs Aug. 16 (•FL, ph.), three Sept. 17 at Yellowstone 
(AS), and 21 in Colorado including three at Pueblo (•DS) and 
five at Delta on 3 dates (MJ). 

DOVES TO WOODPECKERS- Inca Doves appeared in 
s. Utah for the state's 3rd and 4th records: three stayed Aug. 
21-Sept. 19 at St. George (iMW, ph.), and one appeared at Zion 
N.P., feeding with White-crowned Sparrows (iKW). The mys- 
tery of screech-owl ranges attains a semblance of a pattern: 
Easterns inhabit the Denver area, while Westerns range into 
n.e. Wyoming at Sundance. A Boreal Owl traveled on an au- 
tomobile bumper from Yellowstone to Jackson Sept. 14 (JZ, 
*W.F. & G.). 

SoAo 

Extremely rare in Nevada, a Magnificent Humming- 
bird showed up at a feeder at Jarbidge, on the Idaho line. 
It stayed for only 3 days, June 12-14, but long enough 
for good photographs to document the occurrence (lE & 
GB). Although ranges of both the Blue-throated and 
Magnificent hummingbirds ostensibly extend no farther 
n. than c. Arizona, Colorado has records throughout the 
state n. almost to Wyoming; it has confirmed nesting 
records for Magnificent, but only suspected nesting Blue- 
throateds. A plethora of hummingbird feeders through- 
out the Colorado Rockies has produced these records. 
Probably a concerted census of hummingbird feeders in 
other western states would turn up a lot of these (and 
perhaps other) southwestern hummers. 

Female Magnificent Hummingbird at Jarbidge, Nev., June 14, 
1986. Possibly the second record for Nevada. Photo/Garland 
and Ethlyn Barneby. 
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A ½ Broadstailed Hummingbird banded at Gothic, Colo, on 
July 21, 1976, flew into a mist net in Gothic in August--10 
years later. Bander Calder, who has studied the correlation of 
bird longevity with body weight, said, "When size is taken 
into account, 11 years for the hummingbird is equivalent to 
39 years for a Canada Goose. The oldest known Canada Goose 
hved only 24 years." The 35 Lewis' Woodpeckers Aug. 2 at 
Ouray N.W.R. in n.e. Utah exceeded the total reported from 
Utah for the past year and a half; apparently they live in various 
isolated pockets over the state. Two Acorn Woodpeckers were 
in Coral Pink Sand Dunes park near Kanab, Utah, Oct. 8, in 
the same place as last year's birds; this provided Utah's 5th 
record (iSH). 

FLYCATCHERS TO VIREOS- Flycatchers stayed into 
October in Grand Jct. (W. Wood-Pewee and Gray Flycatcher, 
and Say's Phoebe to Nov. 2), Ft. Morgan (Least Flycatcher, E. 
Phoebe, and Cassin's Kingbird), Boulder (Cassin's Kingbird), 
and Davis County, Utah (E. Kingbird). An imm. • Vermilion 
Flycatcher arrived at Provo, Utah, after 3-4 days of bad storms 
and stayed Oct. 14-17 (iMW, ph.; 1st Lat). Las Vegas had its 
first Brown-crested Flycatcher in 2 years Aug. 8 (MCr), and an 
E Kingbird Aug. 31, the 7th year in 17 it has appeared at the 
same time (VM, KW). An Ash-throated Flycatcher strayed to 
Casper Aug. 28 (JH) and a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher to Denver 
Aug. 2 (HS). Tree Swallows stayed until Nov. 9 at Grand Jct. 
(CD) and Nov. 9-10 at Delta (lMJ), and a Barn Swallow to Nov. 
2 at Grand Jct. (CD). A Blue Jay was found at Salt Lake City 
Nov. 22 (MW). A few mountain jays moved out to the valleys 
and plains: Steller's to Ogden, Ft. Morgan, and Ft. Collins, and 
Clark's Nutcrackers to Fish Springs, Sundance, and Ft. Collins. 
Large flocks of Am. Crows included 4000 at Sheridan Oct. 7, 
2000 at Grand Jct., Oct. 12, and 1200 at Salida Oct. 15. Florence, 
Colo., saw a horde of 555 Com. Ravens Oct. 31 (NP). A number 
of mountain species seem to have started to recover from de- 
dines. These include some finches, Mountain Chickadees (4.0/ 
hr on the Indian Peaks fall count, cf. 3.37/hr last year), and 
Redsbreasted Nuthatches (50 seen Sept. 1 in the mountains w. 
of Sheridan, and •100-150 there in 3 days---MR). Red-breasted 
Nuthatch reports came in from Ogden, Utah, 4 Wyoming lo- 
cations, and 8 Colorado sites, half of them on the plains. 

Many observers saw Golden-crowned Kinglets, including one 
at Kirch Sept. 15 (CS), and others down from the mountains 
[or, more likely, from more northerly populations] at Ogden, 
Salt Lake City, Denver, Durango, Colorado Springs, and Ft. 
Collins. Ruby-crowned Kinglets moved through in modest 
numbers; on Aug. 24 a large flock, estimated at 150, staged on 
the n. slope of the Uinta Mts., n.e. Utah, with 500 other birds 
including juncos, sparrows, and finches (BW). The Colorado 
Front Range attracted a typical roll call of E. Bluebirds: two in 
the foothills at Evergreen Oct. 6 (WWB) and others at Virginia 
Dale, Colo., on the Colorado/Wyoming line Sept. 18 (HD), 
Pueblo Nov. 2-12 (DS), and Boulder Nov. 9 (four--WHK). 
Brockner theorized that these fall birds come from the north- 

e g, nesting birds from Alberta; Silverman thinks they often 
come up the S. Platte and Arkansas rivers after nesting to the 
east in Kansas and Nebraska. Las Vegas enjoyed an unusual 
influx of Townsend's Solitaires, with 20-30 feeding on Russian 
Olives with robins and waxwings Sept. 30-Oct. 19 (VM). Oth- 
erwise they moved into their usual winter range, plus three 
to four far out on the plains at Holyoke, Colo., Oct. 4+ (CH). 
A surprising collection of Brown Thrashers strayed W to the 
mountains of Boulder County Oct. 14+ (DH, DB), Jackson (two 
Aug. 12--HSa) and Seedskadee N.W.R., Wyo. (one Sept. 17-- 
FL), and Kirch (Oct. 7-15--CS) and Las Vegas (Nov. 9-11--J 
& MCr). A Curve-billed Thrasher made a first appearance in 
Penrose Oct. 1 (RW). Four Sprague's Pipits were reported from 
Casper Sept. 6 (lJH, OKS) and one from Yellowstone Oct. 12 
(TM). Bohemian Waxwings appeared early and abundantly. 
The earliest report of 175 Sept. 28 in Morgan County, Utah 
(BW), was followed by November flocks of 10-1000 all over 

Wyoming and n Colorado A Philadelphia Vireo was at Boulder 
Oct 2 (WHK) A Red-eyed Vireo stopped at Eagle, Colo, Aug. 
26 (llm). 

WARBLERS, TANAGERS -- Generally, warblers seemed 
less common than in most falls. Orange-crowneds made a good 
showing in Grand Jct. and Boulder (84 and 39 total), and the 
15 for Denver matched last year's D.F.O. field trips count 
Nashville Warbler records continued to indicate a modest mi- 

gration through Utah with one at Ogden, one at Milford, and 
six at Promontory. Two visited Sundance Sept. 24 (lJA). A late 
Lucy's stopped at Las Vegas Nov. 8 (VM). Three N. Parulas 
appeared in the Front Range--two at Denver Sept. 13 & 19-24 
(DN, RS), and one at Ft. Collins Oct. 3 (iDH). Two Black- 
throated Blues stopped at Stillwater Oct. 7 (ST, LN, ph.), single 
females were at Las Vegas Oct. 17 and Nov. 19 (VM, CT), and 
others were at Pine Bluffs, Wyo., Sept. 13 (iPO), Masters, Colo, 
Sept. 21 (DBr), and Denver Oct. 5 (RS). Yellow-rumped Warbler 
numbers seemed good; Yellowstone tallied 765, the last Oct 
18, Boulder counted 599, and Grand Junction 115. Evanston 
reported a striking migration; 145 were estimated Sept. 13, and 
Sept. 17-20 "every tree in town was twitching with them" 
(BW, CK). Unusual numbers of Townsend's appeared at Green 
R., Wyo., with 20 at the peak in early September; otherwise 
normal numbers appeared throughout the Region. A Black- 
throated Green Warbler showed up late--Nov. 16+--at Lyons, 
Colo. (BP, DL, ph.). A Blackburnian spent Oct. 23-Nov. 2 at 
Boulder (A & GB). A • Pine Warbler was reported [suspiciously 
early] at Masters, Colo., Sept. 7 (lDBr), a Palm Warbler at Den- 
ver Nov. 8 (RLe), a Bay-breasted at Denver Sept. 20 (DN). The 
Prothonotary Warbler at Green R., Sept. 2 gave Wyoming its 
4th record (iMA). An Ovenbird was at Las Vegas Sept. 21 (MCr) 
and a N. Waterthrush was there Aug. 31 (KW, VM). The N 
Waterthrush at Milford, Utah, Sept. 6 provided a 1st Lat (MW), 
another was at Beaver Dam Wash in the s.w. corner of Utah 

Sept. 13 (SH). An ad. • Hooded Warbler stopped at Denver Sept 
19 (iRS). An elusive Summer Tanager showed off to the ob- 
servers who managed to find it in September at Denver (D.F.O), 
and a Scarlet Tanager was in Weld County, Colo., Oct. 2 (tiC) 

SPARROWS THROUGH FINCHES- A Field Sparrow 
was found at Denver Oct. 4 (DL). Sheridan counted 520 Vesper 
Sparrows Aug. 27, a good total (HD). Eagle attracted a Black- 
throated Sparrow Sept. 29 (1st Lat--tJM ). Of two Fox Sparrows 
at Colorado Springs Oct. 18, one appeared to be of one of the 
redder eastern forms (iBM). Other Fox Sparrows appeared in 
Green R., Aug. 16 (FL) and Cody, Wyo., Nov. 18+ (JGa). Chey- 
enne reported three Swamp Sparrows Sept. 12 (lAK--lst Lat) 
The 15 White-throated Sparrows (from all 4 states) seemed a 
typical number for this Regional straggler. Boulder had Golden- 
crowned Sparrows Sept. 28 and Nov. 6+ (B.A.S., iPY). Although 
the Sept. 13 fall count in the Indian Peaks area w. of Boulder 
recorded a drop in White-crowneds (.48/hr cf. 1.42/hr last 
year), Weld County on the plains e. of there had thousands 
Oct. 2 (JC). Harris' Sparrows were widely reported: four from 
Utah, 45 from Wyoming including 25 at Sundance, and 22 in 
Colorado. At Ogden, Killpack banded 383 Dark-eyed Juncos, 
twice as many as last year, but D.F.O. recorded only 89 on its 
Denver-area field trips, down from 200 in 1985. The discrep- 
ancies in relative abundance of White-crowned Sparrows and 
juncos illustrate the difficulty of drawing conclusions on bird 
populations without consistent study formats, and ones which 
cover big chunks of geography. 

A roadside survey at Sheridan turned up 203 W. Meadow- 
larks Sept. 12, twice the prior peak; they have started to recover 
from a 4-year decline (HD). Rusty Blackbirds showed up in 
Las Vegas Nov. 9-11 (J & MCr, VM) and Pueblo Nov. 23 
(A.V.A.S.). Large blackbird flocks included 10,000 mixed 
grackles, starlings, and Red-wingeds at Sheridan Aug. 21, and 
7000 Brewer's at Greeley Sept. 10 (JC). Common Grackles have 
become well-established in e. Utah, with 85 counted at Vernal 
Aug. I (CKn). A N. (Bullock's) Oriole showed an inclination 
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to winter at a Sheridan feeder, after showing up Nov. I (HD). 
Purple Finches were at Evanston, Pueblo, and Denver (tCK, 
tDS et al., •BR). Yellowstone reported a healthy population of 
Cassin's Finches, with 642 recorded on 43 days to Oct. 2 (JZ), 
but the Indian Peaks count tallied only three (DH, DR). House 
Finches in Ogden, Colorado Springs, and Denver have become 
severely afflicted with avian pox; apparently those that attend 
crowded backyard feeders spread the vital disease. Red Cross- 
bills have returned to Wyoming and Colorado: Yellowstone 
tallied 783 on 87 different days, Sheridan had 25 in August, 
Boulder County had 85 through the fall, and several other 
mountain observers saw them. Among the Reds were two 
White-wingeds at Minturn, Colo., Aug. 10 (•BR) and seven at 
Cody, Wyo., Aug. 22 {SA). 

CORRIGENDA -- Maynard responded to my speculation about 
nesting Vermilion Flycatchers in n.e. Colorado (AB 40:504); he 
suggests that extralimital reports in other states indicate this species 
overshoots frequently and does not infer nesting. Correct 2 credits 
in the Spring report: Kesselheim saw the Rosy Finches at Evanston 
(AB 40:506). I omitted Casper reporter Jim Herold from the list of 
Spring season contributors (40:506). 

CONTRIBUTORS (in boldface) and CITED OBSERVERS -- 
Jean Adams, S. Anderson, R.K. Archibald (9 observers), Arkansas 
Valley Audubon Society, Mary Back (11), Ethlyn & Garland Bar- 

neby, D. Bridges (DBr), W.W. Brockner (21), A. & G. Brown, Diane 
Brown, Sara Brown, Jerry Cairo (4), W. Calder, M. Collins, Col- 
orado Division of Wildlife, J. & M. Cressman (MCr), C.R. Darling, 
Denver Audubon Society (27), Denver Field Ornithologists, Caen 
Dexter, Beth Dillon, Keith Dixon, Helen Downing (44), K. Duffy 
(KDu), Margaret Ewing, S. Findholt, Fort Collins Audubon Society, 
Elva Fox (6), J. Gautsch (JGa). Jerome Gifford (5), J.R. Guadagno, 
Dave Hallock, May Hanesworth (26), Carol Hargreaves, Phil 
Hayes (20), Steven Hedges, Jim Herald (7), D. Hill (DHi), High Plains 
Audubon Society, Mark Janos, Steve Jones, Hugh Judd, 
W. H. Kaempfer, Ursula Kepler (20), Craig Kesselheim, Merlin 
Killpack, A. King, Craig Kneedy (CKn), K. LaBorde, Dave Leath- 
erman (8), F. & J. Lebsack, Paul Lehman (PLe), R. Lentz (RLe), 
Richard Levad, Peggy Locke, Forrest Luke (8), Bill Maynard, T. 
McEneaney, John Merchant (3), Ed Merritt, T. Michael (TMi), 
Vince Mowbray (7). Larry Neel, D. Nelson. John Nelson, M. No- 
land, Paul Opler, Norma Peterson, Bill Pickslay (BPi), Bill Prather, 
D. Pratt, Bert Raynes (10), J. Reddall, Red Rocks Audubon Society, 
Bob Righter, J.C. Rigli, M. Rozy, R. Ryder. H. Sanders (HSa), D. 
Shirley (DSh), A. Siebecker, David Silverman (14), H. Singer, R. 
Spencer, Craig Stevenson, Steve Thompson, Bert Tignor, (12), C. 
Titus, Mike Tove, Utah Division of Wildlife Resources, Utah Field 
Ornithologists, Alan Wallace, K. Wallace, Jack Walters, Rosie 
Watts, Merrill Webb, Bob Weber, Roberta Winn (RWi), Wyoming 
Fish & Game Department, Peter Yaukey, Joe Zarki (11).--HUGH 
E. KINGERY, 869 Milwaukee Street, Denver CO 80206. 

SOUTHWEST REGION 

Arizona, Sonora 

David Stejskal, Janet Witzeman 

ome outlying parts of Arizona are covered more thor- oughly than others at different seasons, depending 
upon whether those areas receive visits from birders or if 
there is a census being conducted there. This fall there 
were few records from the Lower Colorado River, as the 
census team has completed its work there; however, the 
continuing census on the upper San Pedro River is increas- 
ing our knowledge of that area. Some important records 
were also found during a number of birding trips to the 
northeastern part of the state. 

Throughout the report are records of small numbers of 
normally higher-elevation species scattered through the 
lowlands, but nothing seemed to materialize into an in- 
vasion for any one of them. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- B.T.A. = Boyce Thompson Arboretum; 
L.C.R. = Lower Colorado River; P.R.D. = Painted Rock Dam; S.P.R. 
= San Pedro River. 

LOONS THROUGH STORK -- Pacific Loon, always note- 
worthy away from the L.C.R., was reported from Prescott Nov. 
2 {CT) and from Tucson Nov. 9-10 {DT, JD, WD et oI.}. Common 
Loons in s. Arizona included one at Parker Canyon L., Nov. 4 
{AH), one at Ruthrauffpond in Tucson Nov. 5 (EB}, and another 
at Tucson Nov. 9-10 (DT, JD, WD et aI.}. Very unusual was the 
report of a Least Grebe at the Snyder Hill sewage ponds, w. of 
Tucson Sept. 3 {•RT}. There have been very few good records 
for this species in the state since 1978. Horned Grebes away 
from the L.C.R. included one at Prescott Oct. 9, two at Clarkdale 
Oct. 28, and up to three at Prescott during November (H & AG, 
CT, SGa); one was at Tucson Oct. 31 (MC, DT). 
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As usual, a few imm. Brown Pelicans entered the state from 
the Gulf of California during ]ate summer and early fall, in- 
cluding one along 1-10 w. of Benson Aug. 22 {M & KL), one at 
Pena Bianca L., Aug. 27 {BH), and another at the Hyarmis Cattle 
Co. pond near McNeal Aug. 31 {B. Smith}. A Double-crested 
Cormorant at Ortega L., Nov. 8 would seem to be very late for 
this species in n.e. Arizona {GM, TH}. Two O]ivaceons Cor- 
morants, rare wanderers from n. Mexico, were reported for 
the period: an adult at Guevavi Ranch, Nogales Aug. 31 {BH} 
and another adult at Patagonia L., Sept. 13-22 (•S. Benn, B. 
Brodie et al.}. 

More reports of Am. Bittern were received this fall with the 
most unusual being one at Sells Nov. 19 {GM}; one at Prescott 
Nov. 28-30 provided one of very few records for Yavapai 
County {A. Greene et al.}. Records of Cattle Egret from s.e. 
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Arizona and the n one-half of the state continue to accumulate, 
the most noteworthy being 30 at Many Farms L., Sept. 28 (DSj, 
CB, JS) and one in Guadalupe Canyon Nov. I (R. Turner). The 
former record represents the largest number ever found in n.e. 
Arizona. The White Ibis first reported in June 1986 from Pi- 
cacho Res. was rediscovered there Sept. 12-14 (PB et al.). Four 
Wood Storks were reported from a stock tank on the Cabeza 
Prieta N.W.R., Aug. 26 (fide JBa), representing one of a handful 
of records for this species away from the L.C.R. and P.R.D. 

WATERFOWL, RAPTORS -- Unprecedented numbers of 
Greater White-fronted Geese were reported this fall, including 
60+ at McNeal Sept. 22, and 76 at the Buenos Aires N.W.R., 
Sept. 27 (W. Schifflet) with five remaining until Oct. 12 (J & 
AP). Another small flock of six birds was seen at Picacho Res., 
Nov. 2 (JBo). Ross' Goose is a regular fall and winter visitor to 
s e. Arizona, so two to four individuals at McNeal Nov. 13-28 
(AM) were not unexpected. As last year, an Oldsquaw was 
found again at Parker Dam Nov. 22 (CHet al.). A • Surf Scoter 
was found at the Chandler sewage ponds Nov; 16-17 (C. Clarke 
et al.) and a 2nd • Surf Scoter was at the nearby Gila Farms 
pond Nov. 17 (PB, RBr); a 3rd • Surf Scoter was at Parker Dam 
Nov. 22 (CHet al.). A Hooded Merganser found e. of Vernon, 
Apache Co., Nov. 10 furnished one of only a handful of records 
for n.e. Arizona (TH, GM). Red-breasted Merganser is also quite 
rare in n.e. Arizona, so three at Ortega L., Nov. 8 were note- 
worthy (GM, TH). 

A flock of 190•- Black Vultures at Sells Nov. 19 was the 

largest flock ever encountered in Arizona (GM, WD, EB). A 
Gray Hawk in California Gulch, Atascosa Mts., Aug. I was 
unusual (JBa et al.). A Red-shouldered Hawk reported near 
Kansas Settlement Nov. 3 provided one of only a few records 
for s.e. Arizona (AH); another individual found at Prescott Nov. 
15 represented the first record for Yavapai County (CT et al.). 
There are very few records for Zone-tailed Hawk for n.e. Ar- 
Izona, so an adult at Keams Canyon Oct. 12 was very unusual 
(JS). A Ferruginous Hawk Oct. 9 at McNeal was about 2 weeks 
early (AM). Two Crested Caracaras near Toltec on 1-10, Oct. 
18 (Jim Burns) added to the growing number of records for 
the species outside the Tohono Oodham (formerly Papago) In- 
dian Reservation. 

RAILS THROUGH TERNS--Clapper Rails were again 
recorded from Picacho Res.; one was seen there Oct. 8 (C. 
Green, AM) and another one was heard Nov. 8 (GM, D. Lee). 
This species has been recorded sporadically in this area since 
about 1975. Perplexing was the report of an apparent Carib- 
bean Coot near Nogales Oct. 4 (JS, BS et al.). Can individual 
variation in Am. Coots explain away this record? 

A late Black-bellied Plover was found at the Snyder Hill 
sewage ponds Nov. 11 (J & AP et al.). This fall's report of a 
Lesser Golden-Plover came from Tucson Oct. 13 (tJP, C. John- 
son, JS). The only Snowy Plover reported away from Willcox 
was an imm. bird at the Chandler sewage ponds Oct. 23 (SGa). 
Mountain Plover was again found near Elfrida this fall with a 
flock of 30, Nov. 7 (AM). The Elfrida area is now the only 
reliable locality known for this species in the state. More Lesser 
Yellowlegs than usual were reported this fall, including 46 at 
W•llcox Aug. 11 (GM), 120d- at the E1 Mirage pond s.w. of 
Phoenix during the last week of August (DSj), and 50 at Bisbee 
Sept. 6 (AM, TD). The only Sanderlings reported were just s. 
of Phoenix, with one at the Gilbert sewage ponds Sept. 13-16 
(DSj, SGa), one at the Gila Farms pond Oct. 17 (PB, RBr), and 
another, or the same, at the Chandler sewage ponds Oct. 23 
(SGa). From one to three Semipalmated Sandpipers were re- 
ported from Willcox Aug. 9-15 (J & AP, tPL, •TC et al.); another 
juvenile was found at Gilbert Aug. 10 (RN, RF), and still another 
was at E1 Mirage Aug. 27 (DSj, CH). From one to two Dunlins 
at Willcox Aug. 11-14 (•PL, B. Zimmer et al.) and another at 
Gilbert Aug. 17 (PB) were more than a month early. Another 
Dunlin at Sierra Vista Nov. 6 was notable (AM, TD). The only 
Short-billed Dowitchers reported were two at E1 Mirage Aug. 
27 (DSj, CH) and another one there Sept 13 (RW et al.). Sur- 

pnslng were four Red Phalaropes at Willcox Aug 21 (•M & 
KL); the species is usually seen singly or in pairs in Arizona 

A first-year Herring Gull was found in the Bill Williams arm 
of L. Havasu Nov. 28 (PL, SF). An ad. Sabine's Gull, a very 
sparse fall migrant through the state, was found at Douglas 
Sept. 15 (•RT, R. Crabtree, F. Mallard). TWO Caspian Terns at 
Tucson Oct. 2 provided the first record for that area (GM, EB), 
another in the Bill Williams arm ofL. Havasu Nov. 28 was late 

for that locality (PL, SF). A late Forster's Tern was also in the 
same area Nov. 22-28 (CH, PL, SF). 

DOVES THROUGH FLYCATCHERS--White-winged 
Dove usually exits the state by the first week of September, 
so six individuals at B.T.A., Nov. 2 and one there Nov. 11 were 
very late for that locality (SGa}. A very late Yellow-billed Cuc- 
koo was heard on the Salt R., s.w. Phoenix, Oct. 11 (DSi, CB, 
RN}. An iniured Flammulated Owl found in Phoenix Oct. 12 
was a real surprise and furnished the 3rd record for the Phoenix 
area in October (K. Ingram}. 

Extremely fortunate was the discovery of an apparent Black 
Swift in a huge flock of White-throated Swifts over Ganado L, 
Sept. 28 (DSi, JS}; there are still no confirmed records for the 
state. Vaux's Swift is quite rare e. of the Huachuca Mts., so 
one s. of St. David Sept. 11 (DK} and another near Hereford 
Sept. 14 (TC} were noteworthy. 

An imm. 9 Broad-billed Hummingbird at a Portal feeder Sept 
14 was in an area where it is considered rare (WR}. Two White- 
eared Hummingbirds were found again along S. Fork, Cave 
Cr. Canyon, Chiricahua Mts., Aug. 3 (CD}, another ad. male 
was found at Rustler Park, Chiricahuas, Aug. 21 (tM & KL}, 
and possibly one or two different birds were found along S 
Fork Sept. 14 (WR, R. Dotrance}. The only Berylline Hum- 
mingbird reported was one at the Southwest Research Station, 
Portal, Aug. 5 (T. Mack}. A • Lucifer Hummingbird was seen 
off and on at a Portal feeder Aug. 8-20 (S & WS} and one to 
three e Lucifer Hummingbirds were also there Aug. 29 through 
the first week in October (m.ob.}. Unusual were one to four 
Calliope Hummingbirds at a feeder on the upper S.P.R. near 
Sierra Vista Aug. 23-Sept. 25 (DK}; Calliope Hummingbirds 
are usually found at higher elevations during the fall. 

A 9 Green Kingfisher was seen at Kino Springs, Nogales, 
Aug. 5 (BF}. This species has been seen at this locality sporad- 
ically for the last 2 to 3 years. Intriguing were the numerous 
reports of Green Kingfisher on the upper S.P.R. in November, 
at least three individuals were recorded: an imm. male Nov 

12-14 (•DK, L. Lay}, an ad. female Nov. 29 (DK et al.}, and an 
ad. male Nov. 30 (CH, DK, TC}. The area where these birds 
were found was previously closed to the public. 

Lowland reports of Lewis' Woodpeckers were of one in Tuc- 
son Sept. 9 (SM}, one in Sabino Canyon Sept. 27 (fide JBa}, and 
one in the Hassayampa R. valley s. of Prescott Oct. 20 (CT}, 
four were at Mollrio Basin, Santa Catalina Mrs., Nov. 2+ (J & 
AP, m.ob.}. The only Yellow-bellied Sapsucker reports came 
from the upper S.P.R.: an immature Nov. 2 (•DK} and another 
near there Nov. 28 (DK}. A Red-breasted Sapsucker, a sparse 
winter visitor, was found in Prescott Nov. 27 (BT}. The only 
lowland Williamsoh's Sapsucker reported was in Tucson Nov 
16 (SM). 

Reports of Least Flycatcher increased this fall with a total 
of three reported. One was found near Eagar Aug. 31 (DSj et 
ol.), another was observed at B.T.A., Oct. 27 (}CT), and the 
third was found on the upper S.P.R., Nov. 30 (}CH, DK, TC) 
A very early Hammond's Flycatcher was reported just s. of St 
David July 28 (DK, TC). Encouraging was an additional report 
of one to two Buff-breasted Flycatchers above Madera Canyon, 
Santa Rita Mrs., Aug. 17 (tD. Holway). Reports from this range 
have been increasing during the past one to 2 years. An E 
Phoebe on the upper S.P.R., Sept. 6 (DK) and another at Picacho 
Res., Nov. I (GM, DL) were the only ones reported. A late W 
Kingbird was reported from Arivaca Nov. 16 (CG); any kingbird 
in November requires written details. Two E. Kingbirds were 
reported for the period, one at Ft. Huachuca Aug. 6 (BF) and 
another at Many Farms L., Sept. 28 (JS). While the Many Farms 
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bird is somewhat expected, there are still very few records for 
s e Arizona. 

JAYS THROUGH SHRIKES -- The only report of Pinyon 
Jay away from n. Arizona was of a flock of about 100 near Rye 
Sept 13 (J. & W. Spencer). There were two lowland reports of 
Red-breasted Nuthatch--one was at Tonapah, w. of Phoenix, 
Oct 23 (M. Jakle) and the other was at Green Valley Nov. 3 
(D Garver). Really surprising was the discovery of a dead 
Pygmy Nuthatch in n.w. Phoenix Oct. 23 (TC). Lowland records 
for this species are almost nonexistent. Equally unusual was 
an Am. Dipper at B.T.A. from Nov. 8 at least through the end 
of the period (CT, RF). This is the first record for this area and 
one of few records for the lowlands. 

Golden-crowned Kinglets were scarce in the lowlands this 
fall with the only reports being of one on the upper S.P.R., 
Nov 2 (DK) and five at B.T.A., Oct. 29-Nov. 11 (CT et al.). A 
Black-tailed Gnatcatcher along Silver Creek, Chiricahua Mts., 
Aug 14 was in a new locality (RT). An imm. Townsend's Soli- 
taire along S. Fork, Cave Cr. Canyon, Aug. 3 could have in- 
dicated breeding in the Chiricahuas (CD). A scarce lowland 
report of this species was of a single bird in Ahwatukee, s. of 
Phoenix, Oct. 3-7 (PB). Two individual Aztec Thrushes were 
reported: one ad. male photographed along S. Fork, Cave Cr. 
Canyon, Aug. 11 was the first for the Chiricahuas (ph. B. Tintie), 
and another ad. male in Madera Canyon Aug. 13-17 (tJ. Cooper, 
ph R. Behrstock et al.) was the 5th for that area. All but two 
of the previous records have been in this time period--between 
late July and early September. 

Amazing, if accurate, was the report of an ad. N. Shrike at 
Nogales Oct. 4 (tJS, BS). The date and the locality make this 
record difficult to believe. 

VIREOS, WARBLERS -- A pleasant surprise was a singing 
• White-eyed Vireo at B.T.A., Sept. 6 (RF, fRN et al.); this bird 
obliged Arizona birders by remaining in the area until Sept. 
22 (CT). This was about the 5th state record. Also at B.T.A. 
was a Gray Vireo Sept. 27, which was a local first record and 
also a bit late (RF). A late Warbling Vireo was also there Nov. 
2 (SGa). Three Red-eyed Vireos reported for the period included 
one at Madera Canyon Aug. 19 (M & KL), another at Sanders 
Aug 31 (RF et al.), and a 3rd at Ganado Oct. 11 (JS). 

A Tennessee Warbler was found in Sabino Canyon Sept. 19 
(WR), another was on the upper S.P.R., Sept. 24-25 (fDK), a 
3rd was e. of Tucson Nov. 9 (JBo), and a 4th was near Nogales 
Nov 20 (KK, LHK). The only Chestnut-sided Warbler reported 
was one at Ahwatukee Sept. 26-28 (PB et al.). An ad. 6 Magnolia 
Warbler was a nice surprise on the Verde R., e. of Phoenix, 
Oct 9 (fTG, R. Mesta). An almost unbelievable four (one male 
and three female) Black-throated Blue Warblers were observed 
at St Johns Oct. 5 (B. Heap). All previous records have been 
of single birds. Two Black-throated Green Warblers showed 
up in the Prescott area, one Sept. 8 (CT) and a male s. of Prescott 
Sept 20 (BT). A Yellow-throated Warbler, a very sparse migrant 
in the state, was found in Madera Canyon Aug. 3 (fRT, C. 
Robbins et al.); another individual was found n. of Cordes Jct., 
Prescott Nat'l Forest Aug. 17 (tJBu). A very probable ad. Pine 
Warbler was observed on the unusual date of Aug. 11 in Bisbee 
(fDD); if accepted, it would provide the first record for this 
species in the state. 

Again, as last fall, a few reports of Louisiana Waterthrush 
were received for early August. One was found at Patagonia 
Aug 2 ($W. Weber, W. Neilly, D. Maynard et at.); and another 
one was found in Madera Canyon Aug. 20 (R. Helton). These 
were the 3rd and 4th records this year between mid-July and 
mid-August. A real surprise was the imm. Mourning Warbler 
found at Becker L., Springerville, Aug. 31 ($DSj et at.); this was 
the 2nd year in a row that this species has been found in 
Apache County. Three Hooded Warblers were found during 
the period: the individual in Bisbee (since June) remained to 
Aug 6 (DD), a female was found in Eagar Sept. 27 (DSj, JS), 
and another one was found in Molino Basin, Santa Catalina 
Mts, Nov. 1-6 (J & AP et at.). 

Five Black-and-white Warblers, 10 Am Redstarts, and nine 
N. Waterthrushes were reported, all more than usual. 

TANAGERS THROUGH FINCHES--A late Summer 

Tanager was found in a yard in Tempe Nov. 6 (CH). Only one 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak was reported for the entire period-- 
a male on the upper S.P.R., Oct. 20 (iDK). A Rose-breasted x 
Black-headed Grosbeak hybrid was at a Portal feeder during 
the first week of October (S & WS). Certainly out of place was 
the 6 Varied Bunting at Becker L., Aug. 30-31 (RF et al.); this 
was the first record of this species n. of the Mogollon Rim. Two 
• Painted Buntings were found at the Buenos Aires N.W.R, 
Sept. 20-23 (MAC, m.ob.). Once again Dickcissels were found 
during mid-September in n.e. Arizona: one at Becker L., Sept 
20 and two at Concho L., Sept. 21 (RN, RF). 

A • Black-chinned Sparrow at Hart Tank in the Sierra Pinta, 
Cabeza Prieta N.W.R., Sept. I was certainly unexpected (J 
Dunning, S. Vetault). A nice yard bird was a Five-striped Spar- 
row in Sasabe, w. of Nogales, Aug. 31 (MAC). It is interesting 
to note that Five-striped Sparrow can wander from its usual 
haunts from time to time. The only Fox Sparrows reported 
were singles e. of Tucson Nov. 20 (fide JBa) and at Patagonia 
in late November (KK, m.ob.). A Swamp Sparrow at the Snyder 
Hill sewage ponds Nov. 11 (JBo) and another near St. David 
Nov. 13 (DK) were the only ones reported. Two White-throated 
Sparrows in Ash Canyon, Huachuca Mts., Nov. 1 (J. & B. Epler) 
and another bird at a Portal feeder Nov. 15-19 (S & WS) were 
the only ones found. A Golden-crowned Sparrow was observed 
along the Santa Cruz R., s. of Green Valley, Oct. 4 (JS, BS). An 
ad. Harris' Sparrow was photographed at Ganado L., Nov. 11 
(ph.D. Cleary) and another imm. bird was seen at B.T.A., Nov 
11-28 (CT). Unusual were nine Chestnut-collared Longspurs 
near Sells Nov. 19 (GM); it is out of character for the species 
to be in this area. 

A nice surprise while looking for one of the Green Kingfishers 
on the upper S.P.R., was the discovery of an ad. Rusty Blackbird 
Nov. 30 (tCH, DK et al.); Rusty Blackbird is a very sparse winter 
visitor to the state. A flock of 18 Great-tailed Grackles at Nelson 

Res., Apache Co., Nov. 9 was considered quite late for n.e 
Arizona (GM, TH). An Orchard Oriole was found in a Tucson 
yard Sept. 14 (RBr). 

Entirely unexpected was a Pine Grosbeak near Strawberry, 
n.w. of Payson, Aug. 19 (B. Burch); this area is not near any 
known breeding locality in the state. Interesting was the re- 
capture of a banded Purple Finch in Bear Canyon, Santa Ca- 
talina Mts., Nov. 11 (B. Dunning); the bird was thought to have 
been banded in the same area in 1985. The only lowland Cas- 
sin's Finch report was of a male at Sunflower, n. of Phoenix, 
Oct. 8 (H. Longstreth). Since this was not an invasion year, it 
was surprising to learn of a small flock of Lawrence's Gold- 
finches (up to 16) at B.T.A., Oct. 27+ (CT); this was the only 
report for the state. An Evening Grosbeak was at Portal Sept 
2 (TM) and a flock of 20 was found at Canoa Ranch Sept. 6 
(TM). Two more individuals were found in Elk Canyon, Ba- 
boquivari Mrs., Oct. 25 (CG). Evening Grosbeaks were also 
passing through in ones and twos at B.T.A. during October and 
November (CT). 

ADDENDUM-- An imm. 8 Philadelphia Vireo was found (a 
roadkill) Oct. 5, 1985 in n.w. Tucson (* to Univ. of Ariz.). 

CONTRIBUTORS (Area compilers in boldface)- Charles 
Babbitt, John Bates ( JBa, Tucson), Pat Beall, Ed Bessler, Jerry Bock 
(JBo), Robert Bradley (RBr), Josh Burns (JBu), Mary Ann Chapman, 
Troy Corman, Doug Danforth, Chris Danzenbaker, William Davis, 
Tom Deeken, John Drewick, Ben Feltnet, Richard Ferguson, 
Shawneen Finnegan, Harold & Agnes Gaither, Steve Ganley (SGa), 
Tom Gatz, Sharon Goldwasser (SGo), Clive Green, Bill Harrington- 
Tweit, Armas Hill, Tom Hueis, Chuck Hunter, Betty Jackson 
(Globe), Kenn Kaufman, Lynn H. Kaufman, Dave Krueper (upper 
S.P.R.), Dwight Lee, Paul Lehman, Merrill & Karen Lynch, Scott 
Mills, Gale Mormon, Arnold Moorhouse (Huachuca Mts. & 
McNeal), Terry Morgan, Robert Norton, Jeff & Amy Price, Wall 
Russell, John Saba, Sally Spofford (Portal), Walter Spofford, Bill 
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Sutton, Rick Taylor, Dave Thayer, Bob Thomen, Carl Tomoff 
(Prescott), Robert Witzeman.--DAVlD STEJSKAL (DSj), 2291/2 W. 
Turney Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85013; JANET WlTZEMAN, 4619 E. 
Arcadia Lane, Phoenix, AZ 85018. 

New Mexico 

John P. Hubbard 

ABBREVIATIONS- S.G.R. = State Game Refuge; T or C 
= Truth or Consequences. Place names in italics are counties. 

GREBES THROUGH WATERFOWL -- Six Horned 
Grebes were in the Rio Grande and Pecos valleys Oct. 19-Nov. 
23 (PS et al.). Very rare in the state, an imm. probable Red- 
necked Grebe was at Sandia Park Nov. 12 (PS). Adult Aech- 
mophorus grebes with young included Westerns at Maxwell 
N W.R., Aug. 6 (PS), Clark's at Elephant Butte L., Aug. 22 (TM), 
and both at Caballo L., Sept. 28 (KZ et al.). Other Clark's Grebes 
were four at Stubblefield L., Colfax, Aug. 6 [PS) and one at 
Fenton L., Jemez Mts., Nov. 3 (TH). 

Now that two species of Aechmophorus grebes are 
recognized, observers should redouble their efforts to 
make reliable identifications of them. Birds should be 

identified as Clark's Grebes only when the eye is com- 
pletely surrounded by white and the bill is orangish in 
color (the plumage of downy young is whitish). Western 
Grebes have the black cap extending to or through the 
eye, plus the bill color is greenish (the downies are gray- 
ish). If one is uncertain as to the identities of birds, call 
them "western" grebes or Aechmophorus sp. Also, these 
grebes are often paired, so check carefully to determine 
the identities of birds that seem to be so associated. 

Some 150-180 Am. White Pelicans flew over the Manzano 

Mts., Sept. 30 (JLD et al.); peripheral reports included Cochiti 
L, Aug. 24 (L. Sager), Zuni Oct. 5 (DC), Sumner L., Oct. 6 (DM), 
near Tularosa Nov. 5 (J. Hutto), and Black R., Eddy, Oct. 20- 
24 (CP). Northerly was an Olivaceous Cormorant at La Joya 
S G.R., Sept. 25 (WH). 

Notable concentrations of waterbirds at Vado Bosque, s. Dona 
Ana, Aug. 30-Sept. 5 included 400-1000 Snowy Egrets, 2000- 
3086 Cattle Egrets, and 1809-2000 White-faced Ibises (JD et 
al ). Also there were up to four Little Blue Herons, two Tri- 
colored Herons, and four Yellow-crowned Night-Herons. 
S•ngle Great Egrets were at Morgan L., San Juan (HL, AN), 
Cochiti L. (WH), and Zuni (JT) Aug. 11-Sept. 18, while four to 
five Little Blue Herons were at Elephant Butte L., Aug. 22 (TM). 
Other Cattle Egrets included 55 at Clovis Aug. 13 (WH) and 
10 at Black R., Oct. 20-24 (CP), plus singles at the Nutria Lake, 
McKinley (DC), Sumner L. (LG), and Mangas Springs, Grant 
(RF), Oct. 26-Nov. 22. Northerly was a Green-backed Heron 
at Watrous Oct. 24 (WH). One to two Snow Geese were near 
Mangas Springs Nov. 8-9 (RF, SOW), while summer stragglers 
at Bitter Lake N.W.R. were two Snows Aug. 10 (D & JH) and a 
Ross' Aug. 17 (RT). The autumn peak of Snow Geese in the 
m•ddle Rio Grande Valley was of 30,000, much lower than 
expected (fide DM). Two White-winged Scoters were at Clayton 
L, Nov. 14 & 27 (WC et al.). 

RAPTORS THROUGH SHOREBIRDS -- A count of rap- 
tors in the Manzano Mts., Aug. 23-Oct. 31, yielded 4019 birds 
of 16 species ( JLD et al.). Highs included 1303 Sharp-shinned 
Hawks, 992 Cooper's Hawks, 124 Golden Eagles, and 755 Am 
Kestrels. Others included 12 Ospreys, 20 N. Goshawks, and 16 
Merlins, plus single Broad-winged Hawks Oct. i & 7, and a 
Zone-tailed Sept. 30. Single Turkey Vultures at Percha Dam 
Nov. 13 (JH) and T or C Nov. 23 (KZ) were late. Late Ospreys 
were one to two at Clayton L., Oct. 31 (WC et al.), Cochiti L., 
Nov. 15 (RO, CR), near Cliff Nov. 20 (SOW), and Sumner L, 
Nov. 22 (LG). At least two Black-shouldered Kites were in the 
Rodeo area Aug. 1-5 and Oct. 1-7 (SS et al.). Two Mississipp• 
Kites harassed an imm. Com. Black-Hawk near Escondido, So- 
corro, Aug. 24 (TM). A N. Goshawk was in the s. Guadalupe 
Mts., Oct. 18 (SW et al.). A possible subadult White-tailed Hawk 
was seen near Gila Aug. 19 (GP); there is one previous credible 
state record. South of the normal range was a White-tailed 
Ptarmigan on Santa Fe Baldy Aug. 9 (E. Johnson). Montezuma 
Quail along the New Mexico border in Eddy Oct. 18 (PS) were 
no doubt from a recent introduction in adjacent Texas (fide 
M. Fletcher). 

Up to 29 Whooping Cranes from the Idaho flock were ex- 
pected in New Mexico in the period, only two of which were 
1986 young (R. Drewien). The earliest was one at Bernardo 
Oct. 23 (fide RT). Two Lesser Golden-Plovers were at a turf 
farm near Los Lunas Oct. 4, along with 33 Mountain Plovers 
(WH). Up to 312 of the latter species were near Moriarty Aug 
10-19 and Sept. 21 (D & JH et al.). West of the usual range were 
two Snowy Plovers at Zuni Aug. 11 (JT). Late were eight 
Greater Yellowlegs at Cochiti L., Nov. 15 (RO, CR), while highs 
for Lessers were of 48 near Clayton (WC), 78 at Zuni, and 30 
at Bluewater L., McKinley (iT), Aug. 10-Sept. 15. Up to 45 
Upland Sandpipers were in the Clovis area Aug. 13-21 (WH), 
small numbers were s. of Clayton (D. Dallas, N. Gray), near 
Carlsbad (SW), and in s. Dona Ana (BZ), Aug. 16-Sept. 9. Late 
were 65 Long-billed Curlews s.w. of Hatch Nov. 9 (WE, WH), 
and a high count was of 77 near Tularosa Sept. 20 (J & NH). 
Single Ruddy Turnstones were at Bitter Lake N.W.R., Aug. 14 
(K. Wood et al.) and Hollomon L., Otero, Sept. 28 and earher 
(E. Wootten et al.; ph. BZ). Other notable shorebirds were a 
Red Knot and a Dunlin at Holloman Sept. 28 and Oct. i (BZ et 
al.), five Sanderlings at Maxwell N.W.R., Aug. 6 (PS), and a 
Sanderling and a Semipalmated Sandpiper at Bluewater L, 
Aug. 14-15 (iT). Pectoral Sandpipers were rather frequent, 
including one to two at Cochiti L., Oct. 14 (WH), Bosque N.W R, 
Sept. 18 (PS, RT), and near Arrey, Sierra, Sept. 11 (JD, BZ) 
Stilt Sandpipers were numerous, including 60 near Clovis Aug 
19 (WH) and up to six at Maxwell N.W.R. (PS), near Clayton 
(WC), Bernalillo (WH), and near Alamogordo (D & JH et al ), 
Aug. 6-Sept. 16. A first for New Mexico, an apparent imm • 
Ruff was at Bosque N.W.R., Sept. 18 (PS, RT). Red-necked 
Phalarope highs were of 50-60 at Holloman L., Sept. 28 and 
Oct. i (BZ et al.), and Laguna Grande, Eddy, Oct. 18 (PS). 

GULLS THROUGH TROGONS -- An imm. Laughing Gull 
was at Cochiti Dam Oct. 31 and Nov. 11 (PS). Late were eight 
Franklin's Gulls at Maxwell N.W.R., Oct. 24 (BD, WH) and one 
at Cochiti L., Oct. 31 (PS), plus up to four Californias at Coch•h 
L. (WH), Sumner L. (WE, WH), and Caballo L. (KZ), Nov. 10- 
23. Thirty-five Bonaparte's Gulls were at Sumner L., Nov. 15 
(WE, WH). A Caspian Tern was at Clayton L., Aug. 22 (WC, 
AK), plus one-two Commons at Morgan L., Sept. 3 (HL, AN) 
and La Joya S.G.R., Sept. 14 (BD, WH). Late Forster's Terns 
included one at Caballo L., Nov. 11-13 (JH) and five at Bosque 
N.W.R., Nov. 15 (fide RJ). Eleven Least Terns were at Bitter 
Lake N.W.R., Aug. 17 (RT). White-winged Dove highs were of 
38 at Socorro Nov. 13 (JS) and 41 at Carlsbad Oct. 11 (SW), vs 
up to four in the Alamogordo area (RJ et al.). Out-of-range was 
one in Juan Tabo Canyon, Sandia Mts., Aug. 28 (LG), whfie 
very late was one at San Simon Cienega Nov. 6 ONE, WH). One 
to two Inca Doves at Zuni Oct. 26 and Nov. 2 (DC) were strag- 
glers. Highs were of up to four at Socorro (iS), near Tularosa 
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(J & NH), and Alamogordo (RJ et at ). A Black-billed Cuckoo 
was near Gila Aug 19 (GP), while late Yellow-bfileds were at 
Albuquerque Sept. 27 (WHet at.) and Rattlesnake Springs, 
Eddy, Sept. 28 (CR). 

Extremely late were four calling Elf Owls at San Simon Cie- 
nega Nov. 3-7 (CGS et at.). Also late were single nighthawks 
at La Joya Oct. 11 (S. Hoffman); Carlsbad (SW), Alamogordo 
(GS, J. Talley), and High Rolls, Otero (GS) Oct. 16-17; and Percha 
Dam Nov. 5 (PS). The last Corn. Poorwill at Albuquerque was 
on Oct. 25 (G. Cohn) and at Pleasanton, Carton, Nov. 10 (SOW). 
A Whip-poor-will was at Durling's Farm, s. Dona Aria, Sept. 
25 (BZ). A pair each of Blue-throated and Magnificent hum- 
mingbirds were at Roberts L., Grant, Aug. 24 (RF); one to two 
Magnificents were also at Pleasanton Sept. 21 (SOW), T or C 
Aug 31 (DM), and Cloudcroft Aug. 24 and Sept. 2 (N. Dobbins). 
Up to nine Lucifer Hummingbirds were in Post Office Canyon, 
Peloncillo Mts., Aug. 8 (PL), with the latest ones Oct. 5 (R. 
Scholes). The only Anna's Hummingbird was an ad. male at 
Los Alamos Sept. 8-Oct. 5 (C. & T. Jervis et at.). Late were 
single Broad-tailed and Rufous hummingbirds in Embudito 
Canyon, Sandia Mts., Oct. 19, along with some 10 unidentified 
hummers (HS). A • Broad-tailed was at Clovis Aug. 18 (WH). 
A probable Elegant Trogon was in Spring Canyon, Burro Mrs., 
Grant, Sept. 5 (A. Ford). 

WOODPECKEBS THBOUGH COBVIDS- Young Lewis' 
Woodpeckers were still being fed at Clayton L., Aug. 7 (WC) 
and San Ildefonso Pueblo Aug. 13 (DH). The species moved S 
later in the season, with up to 14 over the Manzano Mts., Sept. 
20 and earlier (JLD et at.). Eight to ten were in the Silver City 
area Nov. 27-30 (RF et at.) and Percha Dam Sept. 28 (GL, BZ). 
One or two Gila Woodpeckers were at San Simon Cienega 
Nov 6 (CGS et at.). Early was a Red-naped Sapsucker at Mad- 
rone Ponds, Vatencia, Aug. 26 (PS, RT), while southerly were 
one to two Downy Woodpeckers at Ft. Sumner Nov. 15, Percha 
Dam Nov. 5 •vVE, WH), and Rattlesnake Springs Sept. 28 (CR). 
Late were one to two Dusky-Hammond's Flycatchers at Percha 
Dam Nov. 5, San Simon Cienega Nov. 6 (WH), and near Silver 
City Nov. 23 (RF, M. Zimmerman); early was one in Post Office 
Canyon Aug. 8 (PL). Two Gray Flycatchers were singing near 
Taos Aug. 13 (DH), while an early migrant was in Post Office 
Canyon Aug. 8 (PL). An E. Kingbird was at Durling's Farm 
Sept 18 (BZ). North of the usual range were single Scissor- 
tailed Flycatchers a t Clayton Aug. 24 (M. Mayfield) and n.w. 
of Roswell Aug. 31 (Be). Up to 15 were in the Carlsbad area, 
with the latest Oct. 21 (M. Medrafio, SW). 

The last Cave Swallows were at Carlsbad Caverns N. P., Oct. 
15 (SW), while late Barn Swallows were one to two at Mangas 
Springs Nov. 8 (RF) and Caballo Dam Nov. 13 (JH). Blue Jays 
were feeding fledglings at Roswell Aug. 31 (Be), and a juvenile 
was banded at Carlsbad (SW). The species also staged a mod- 
erate influx W to the middle Rio Grande Valley area. The ear- 
liest report was of four in the Costilia, Taos, area Sept. 14 (CR), 
followed by up to five birds at Tucumcari L., Sept. 30-Oct. 1 
(CGS), San Ildefonso Pueblo Oct. 13 (E. Espinoza), Albuquerque 
Sept 15-17 (M. L. Arthur), and Bosque N.W.R. (J. Taylor). Ju- 
rerole Pinyon Jays were heard in Santa Fe Aug. 23 & 26 (JH). 
A Clark's Nutcracker was feeding a fledgling on Sandia Peak 
on the late date of Aug. 3 (WH). A few Black-billed Magpies 
moved into the middle Rio Grande Valley area, including to 
San Felipe Pueblo, Albuquerque, and Cedar Crest, Sept. 11- 
Nov 13 (v.o.). Highs for Am. Crows included 75 on Sierra 
Grande, Union, Sept. 19-20 (CGS et at.), 30 at Mangas Springs 
Nov 22-23 (RF), and 15+ at Percha Dam Nov. 11 (JH). Very 
high for the Belen area were 89 Chihuahuan Ravens Sept. 25 
(WH); at least five were with Corn. Ravens near Silver City 
Oct 10 (JH). 

CHICKADEES THROUGH WARBLERS -- An apparent 
Black-capped x Mountain Chickadee was at Madrone Ponds 
Sept 11 [WH). Eight Mountain Chickadees were on Sierra 
Grande Sept. 20 (CGS) and at Bosque N.W.R., Oct. 2 (RT et. at.). 
A Bridled Titmouse at San Simon Cienega Nov. 16 (WE, 

was unusual, another was at Percha Dam Sept 28 (GL, BZ) A 
"black-eared" bird was among 15+ Bushtits at Santa Fe Sept 
13 (JH). Also notable were flocks of Bushtits at 10,000 ft in the 
Sandia Mts. (WH), at San Simon Cienega (CGS), and at Hol- 
loman L. (BZ et al.), Nov. 1-7. A Rock Wren seemed out-of- 
place among hay bales at Clovis Aug. 18-19 (WH), as did a 
Canyon Wren in farmlands near Loving Aug. 30 (SW). The 
only Winter Wren was in Hondo Canyon in the Sandias Oct 
24-26 (HS, R. Rasmussen). An Am. Dipper was in that range 
in Waterfall Canyon Oct. 5 (HS et al.). Golden-crowned Knights 
staged a notable influx into montane areas throughout the state, 
plus in small numbers to such lowland areas as Kirtland Oct 
11-13 (CGS), Albuquerque Nov. 19 (WH), and Holloman L., 
Oct. I (JD, BZ). Peripheral montane reports included three to 
five on Sierra Grande Sept. 20 (CGS) and in the Peloncillo Mts, 
Nov. 18 (WE et al.). Late was a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher in Em- 
budito Canyon Nov. 7 (HS), while a possible Black-tailed was 
in the Florida Mrs., Luna, on the same date (PS). The only E 
Bluebirds w. of the Pecos Valley were a few near Mesilla Nov 
8 (PS) & 22 (KZ et at.). Western and Mountain bluebirds staged 
a minor influx into the south, from the s. Guadalupe Mts. w 
to the Arizona border--including at San Simon Cienega, s 
Dona Aria, and the Peloncillo Mrs. (v.o.). Overdue in the state-- 
although unexpected so far north--a Rufous-backed Robin 
was near Socorro Oct. 23-25 (PB et at., ph.). 

Westerly Brown Thrashers were singles near Cedar Crest 
Oct. 1 (D. Carlson) and Socorro Oct. 26 (PB). The only Bohemian 
Waxwings were two near Santa Fe Nov. 11 (CR). Easterly 
Phainopeplas were one to three at Three Rivers, Otero, Oct 
18 and near Alamogordo Nov. 22 (JM). A late cassini Solitary 
Vireo was at Percha Dam Nov. 5. (WE, WH). Single Red-eyed 
Vireos were at Madrone Ponds Aug. 26 (PS, RT) and Hobbs 
Aug. 27 (C. Levine). Late Orange-crowned Warblers were sin- 
gles at San Simon Cienega Nov. 6 (WE, WH) and Percha Dam 
Nov. 13 (JH). Rarer warblers included a Black-throated Blue 
at Albuquerque Nov. 5 (J. D. Ligon et at.) and a Yellow-throated 
Warbler there Nov. 3 0NH), plus a probable Blackpoll Warbler 
at Fenton L., Sept. 3 (TH). Townsend's Warblers ranged from 
an early one in Post Office Canyon Aug. 8 (PL) to the latest at 
Corrales Oct. 26 (RT et at.). A • Olive Warbler was in Emory 
Pass, Black Range, Sept. 28 (GL, BZ). 

TANAGEBS THBOUGH FINCHES- Lazuli Buntings 
were unusually numerous in s. Dona Aria, beginning in early 
August (BZ); easterly was one near Clovis Aug. 17-19 (WH) 
Westerly Painted Buntings were singles at Percha Dam Sept 
11 (JD, BZ) and Durling's Farm Aug. 18 and Sept. 8 (BZ). Two 
Dickcissels were singing near Clovis Aug. 16-17 (WH). Eight 
were s. of Alamogordo Sept. 27 (JM), rs. the only Dona Aria 
record being of one Aug. 29 (JD, BZ). The first Green-tailed 
Towbee at Santa Fe was a grown juvenile Aug. 16!; late was 
a bird at Monticello in the Sandia Mts., Nov. 30 (HS). Six Abert's 
Towbees were at San Simon Cienega Nov. 3-7 (GS). Cassin's 
Sparrows were still numerous and skylarking in the Carlsbad 
area Aug. 7-9 (D & JH). Clay-colored Sparrow numbers were 
down in s. Dona Ana, with the latest at Owen's Farm Oct. 28 
(JD, BZ). Several Black-chinned Sparrows were n.e. of Corona 
in early August (SS). Two late Lark Sparrows were at Owen's 
Farm Oct. 28-Nov. 4 (JD, BZ), while one at Fenton L., Aug. 2 
(TH) was high. A singing Grasshopper Sparrow was at Las Vegas 
N.W.R., Aug. 5 (PS), while 15 (plus several iramatures) were 
near Clovis Aug. 15-20 0NH) and up to three were s. of Carlsbad 
Aug. 7 & 9 (D & ]H). An eastern-type Fox Sparrow and a Lin- 
coln's Sparrow were near Ft. Sumner Nov. 15 (WE, WH). A 
White-winged (Dark-eyed) Junco was at Fenton L., Oct. 31 (TI-I) 
A well-described Smith's Longspur was at a turf farm in s 
Dona Aria Nov. 11 (JD, BZ), for perhaps the most reliable state 
report to date. Also there Nov. 10-30 were a Lapland Longspur 
and up to 100 McCown's and 30 Chestnut-collared longspurs 
(BZ et at.). Two McCown's were near Los Lunas Oct. 29, and 
a single Chestnut-collared was at Cochiti L., Oct. 14 (WH). 

Five E. Meadowlarks were at Ft. Sumner Nov. 15 (WE), while 
only W. Meadowlarks were heard at Clovis Aug. 13-21 (WH) 
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Early were 15 Brewer's Blackbirds near Alamogordo Aup• 12 
(JM). Peripheral Great-tailed Grackles included two to three 
at Pojoaque (JH) and Bluewater L. (JT), plus 15 at Clovis Aug. 
13-21 (WH); late birds were at La Cienaga, Santa Fe, Nov. 15 
(RO, CR) and Silver City Nov. 14 (RF). Late Com. Grackles 
were at Clayton Sept. 3 (WC), Espafiola Sept. 13 (PIet al.), 
Wagon Mound Sept. 20 (CGS), Santa Fe Sept. 29 (PI), Tucumcari 
L., Oct. 1 (CGS), and Albuquerque Oct. 7 (WH); about 500 were 
n. of San Antonio Nov. 2 (CGS). Also late were 25 Brown- 
headed Cowbirds at Kirtland Oct. 11-13 (CGS). A • Orchard 
Oriole was at Percha Dam Sept. 28 (GL, BZ). Rosy Finches on 
Sandia Crest Nov. 27 included birds apparently of the Hep- 
burn's race (GP). The state's first reported nest of Red Crossbill 
was on the Zuni Reservation, where adults were feeding nes- 
flings Aug. 15 (JT). Peripheral records of the species included 
16 on Sierra Grande Sept. 20 (CGS), three at Santa Fe Nov. 16 
(JH), and one in Clanton Canyon, Peloncillo Mts., Nov. 8 (WH, 
CGS). Up to six Am. Goldfinches were at Zuni Aug. 10-15, 
including a female with a brood patch (JT). Small to moderate 
numbers of Evening Grosbeaks were in and/or near the San 
Juan, Sangre de Cristo, Jemez, Sandia, and Sacramento moun- 
tains and in the Black Range, with lower elevational occur- 

rences at Chama, Abiquiu, Espafiola, Santa Fe, Cochiti L., and 
Albuquerque (v.o.); other reports included up to 10 at Clayton 
Oct. 11 (WC), Socorro Nov. 18 (PB), and Rattlesnake Springs 
Sept. 15 (•de SW). 

CORRIGENDA -- The Am. Dipper reported near Alamogordo 
May 4-5, 1986 [AB 40:511, 1986) was actually in the Sacramento 
Mts. between Sunspot and Timberon on May 4. The Purple and 
Cassin's finches reported at Pleasanton May 15-16, 1986 (ibid) were 
actually present Apr. 15-16, 1986. 

OBSERVERS -- Pat Basham, David Cleary, Wes Cook, James 
Daly (JLD), Bonnie D'Angelo, Jeff Donaldson, William Eley, Ralph 
Fisher, Jr., Larry Gorbet, Dick & Jean Hoffman, William Howe, 
John Hubbard, Tyler Hurting, David Hunter, Joe & Nancy Hutto, 
Pat Insley, Robert Jannass, Adolf Krehbiel, Greg Lasley, Paul Leh- 
man, Don MacCarter, John McNelly, Doris Miller, Tim Mitchusson, 
Robert Olcott, Bruce Ostyn, Charles Painter, Gary Parker, Chris 
Rustay, Greg Schmitt (CGS), Hart Schwarz, Scott Seltman, John 
Shipman, Gerri Smith, Paul Steel, Ross Teuber, John Trochet, Steve 
West, Sartor Williams III (SOW), Barry Zimmer, Kevin Zimmer.- 
JOHN P. HUBBARD, 2016 Valle Rio, Santa Fe, NM 87501. 

ALASKA REGION 

D. D. Gibson, T. G. Tobish, and M. E. Isleib 

utumn 1986 was mild from coast to coast and, mostly, from beginning to end. Intensive mid- and late-au- 
tumn field work on Alaska's Pacific coast produced nu- 
merous late records as well as a new bird for the state. 

GREBES TO SHEARWATERS -- At least •ve Pied-billed 
Grebes on ponds at Annette I., SE Alaska, Sept. 11-16 (MEI, 
RLS, TGT) provided a new high count for the State. Other, 
single, Pied-billed Grebes were present during October at Ju- 
neau and Sitka (MEI, MWS, RHA). Western Grebes observed 
in the e. Aleutians--one at Akun Bay, Akun I., Sept. 21 (tDRH) 
and one in Beaver Inlet, Unalaska I., Sept. 30 (MSWB, f•de 
DRH)--were most unusual. There is a prior (winter) Aleutian 
record, but this species' occurrence anywhere west of SE, 
where it winters annually, is erratic and not at all well un- 
derstood. 

A Pink-looted Shearwater seen one mile off e. Kodiak I., 
between Cape Chiniak and Sequel Pt., Sept. 11 (JBA) provided 
the observer's 3rd record in 4 years in that area at that season 
(see AB 39:90). In the Oct. 10 wake of a storm, three Buller's 
Shearwaters and four Laysan Albatrosses were the highlights 
of a trip along e. Kodiak I. from Ugak I. to the town of Kodiak, 
a trip that included 1000+ N. Fulmars, one Mottled Petrel, 
hundreds of Sooty Shearwaters, and hundreds of Fork-tailed 
Storm-Petrels (JBA). 

GEESE TO COOTS -- A census at Izembek N.W.R., Alaska 
Peninsula, Oct. 20 produced the following mid-autumn data 
of interest (CPD): Emperor Geese numbered 5227--1670 were 
immatures, 3% more than the 20-yr average proportion of this 
age class; Brant numbered 98,718--15% immatures was 7% 
below the 24-yr average proportion of the age class; and Canada 
Geese lB. c. porvipes of Palmer 1976, Handbook of N. Am. 
Birds, Vol. 2, which includes toverneri Delacour] numbered 
40,664, a total nearly 20% below normal. An estimate of 700- 
800 Canadas (B.c. occidentalis) at Middleton I., Nov. 5-12 (MEI) 
suggests that this Gulf of Alaska island may be an important 
late-autumn staging area for this Prince William Sound sub- 
species. A Barnacle Goose with Canadas (B.c. minitoo) at Uga- 
shik Bay, Alaska Peninsula, Oct. 12-13 (BD, US, •de REG) was 
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our 2nd report in 18 months (see AB 39:338). Two •-plumaged 
Garganeys were recorded at Shemya I., w. Aleutians, Sept. 
3 (DWS). 

Two Am. Coots at Annette I. Sept. 14-16 (MEI, RLS, TGT), 
were record-early fall arrivals. There were numerous reports 
from SE after mid-October, maximum a flock of 12 at Blind 
Slough, Mitkof I, Nov. 7 (PW). One coot among pintails at 
Ugashik Bay Oct. 13 (BD, US, BR, •de REG) was out of place 
anywhere in SW Alaska. 
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SHOREBIRDS--A Semipalmated Plover at Anchorage 
Oct 2 was latest-ever there (TGT), as was a Killdeer there Nov. 
11 (TGT). An ad. Mongolian Plover at Savoonga, St. Lawrence 
I, Aug. 13 (RRV), an adult at St. Paul I., Pribilofs, Aug. 21-23 
(IJ, GVB), and a juvenile at St. Paul Sept. 2 (IJ, DED) were of 
interest because this species is not reported annually at this 
season, probably the result of few observers. Two Eur. Dotterels 
observed at Shemya Sept. 5 (tDWS) furnished the seasonally- 
earliest of the 4 Aleutian records, all of them in September. 

Two Com. Greenshanks reported at St. George I., Pribilofs, 
Aug 15 (CJ, fide GVB) provided the earliest of the only 5 au- 
tumn records in the Region (cf. AB 40:156). At least three Wood 
Sandpipers were seen at St. Paul Aug. 15-30 (IJ, GVB, HD); the 
species is rare in autumn, although uncommon to fairly com- 
mon in spring. Single Upland Sandpipers at Gustavus Sept. 12 
(RJG) and at Annette I., Sept. 17 (MEI, RLS, TGT) added to few 
SE records. Fifty-one Marbled Godwits among 200 Bar-taileds 
at Cinder Lagoon, Alaska Pen., Oct. 3, and eight Marbleds in 
flight SW with three Bar-taileds at Hook Lagoon Oct. 15 (REG, 
SV) were most interesting; one bird at Ugashik Bay a year ago 
had furnished the only prior October record (AB 40:156). One 
Semipalmated Sandpiper ("an adult in arrested molt") observed 
at Cinder Lagoon Oct. 3 (REG, SV) was by weeks the latest 
Alaska record. A juv. Temminck's Stint and up to two juv. 
Curlew Sandpipers at St. Paul Aug. 15-21 (tIJ, CB, GVB) num- 
bered among very few autumn records of either species in this 
Region. One Rock Sandpiper at Anchorage Oct. 26 was a local 
first (TGT). Juvenile Stilt Sandpipers were seen at Fairbanks 
(up to six, Aug. 27-28, PDM, BEL), Juneau (up to three, Aug. 
25 & 28, RJG), and Kodiak (one, Aug. 21-23, RAM; two Sept. 
7-8, RAM, JBA); one at Kodiak Sept. 18 (RAM) provideda new 
departure record for Alaska. One Broad-billed Sandpiper ob- 
served closely at Shemya Sept. 3 (tDWS, ph.) provided Alaska's 
3rd record, all of them between Aug. 19 (1977) and Sept. 6 
(1978). Buff-breasted Sandpipers, all juveniles, were recorded 
at St Paul (two Aug. 24, GVB; one Aug. 29 and Sept. 1, GVB, 
DED) and at Annette I. (one Sept. 14; MEI, RLS, TGT). 

GULLS, ALCIDS -- Single Franklin's Gulls at Ketchikan 
(first-winter, Sept. 10-20; MEI, TGT, RLS ph.) and Petersburg 
(ad winter, Sept. 27-Nov. 30+, $PW) provided the 8th and 9th 
Regional records--four of them this year--and the first ones 
in autumn. Well-known in the Aleutians and Bering Sea in 
springtime, Corn. Black-headed Gull is reported only infre- 
quently in autumn. An adult at St. Matthew Aug. 5-22 (BEL, 
PDM, BAC, ECM) was noteworthy, as was Anchorage's 2nd 
record of the species, an adult Sept. 14-23 (TGT, tGJT, DWS 
ph, et at.). Careful perusal of Anchorage's gulls also produced 
a rare Ring-billed (adult, Sept. 20-21; DWS ph., JMA, et at.) 
and the first California Gull found there in 2 years (2nd-winter, 
end October through at least Nov. 10; DWS ph., et at.). Some 
30 California Gulls at Ketchikan Sept. 9•10 and 20 there Sept. 
18-20 (MEI, RLS, TGT) were good counts of the species in this 
Region. Two Dovekies observed in the North Pacific, south of 
Unimak I. at 53ø37'N 164ø12'W, on Sept. 29 (DMT} furnished 
the 3rd Regional record s. of the Pribilofs. 

OWLS TO MIMIC THRUSHES- A Long-eared Owl seen 
repeatedly in riparian willows on Farm I., Stikine R. mouth, 
Oct 10-11 (iREW) provided Alaska's 3rd record since 1909, 
all of them on the Southeastern mainland. Eight Black Swifts 
over Annette I., Sept. 18 (MEI) were record-late. An Aug. 10 
Western Kingbird at Juneau (RJG) was Alaska's 6th, and 2nd 
in 1986. A Tree Swallow seen at Operl I., Izembek N.W.R., 
Oct 28 (EJT et at., fide CPD) was nearly the latest ever in Alaska. 
There is one November record. A juv. Violet-green Swallow 
observed at St. Paul Aug. 27 (IJ, GVB) provided the 3rd Pribilof 
record and only the 6th one anywhere in Alaska west of the 
mainland. One Bank Swallow at Shemya Sept. 4 (DWS) fur- 
nished the 3rd autumn record in the w. Aleutians. 

A Clark's Nutcracker in the alpine zone of Douglas I., Sept. 
26 (MZ) established the first SE report since fall 1984; another 

near Fairbanks, however, at Mile 10 5 Chena Hot Springs Road, 
Oct. 20 (JD et al., *) was the first certain Interior record since 
1963 (contra AFN 21:67). Following the discovery of a roost of 
some 70 Am. Crows at Hyder in June (see Summer), only four 
crows were seen there Aug. 11 (GFW), and not one was seen 
Aug. 29 (RSH). Puzzling. 

Probably establishing the northernmost record of the species, 
a Northern Mockingbird at Fairbanks Oct. 2 ( JLS, DDG, RHD) 
was quite extraordinary. The 3rd Alaska record (see AB 37 
214, 38:1053), this bird (*) was a worn adult caught up in the 
leading edge of a cold front advancing from the NW. (There is 
no physical evidence [e.g., long claws] to suggest that the bird 
was an escape [cf., Phillips 1986, The known birds of North 
and Middle America, Part I].) 

WOOD WARBLERS TO BLACKBIRDS--Late wood 

warblers included two Yellow-rumped (one "Myrtle" and one 
"Audubon's") in Juneau Nov. 15 (MEI] and two Townsend's 
there Oct. 5 (MEI, KEG]. An imm. • Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
observed closely at Annette I., Sept. 15 (•MEI, •RLS] added a 
species to the Alaska List. A meadowlark observed on the 
Mendenhall wetlands, Juneau, Nov. 13 (JGK, MLK] provided 
Alaska's 6th record of a Sturnetta. Of these 6, the 2 specimen- 
substantiated records are of Western Meadowlark. A lone • 
Brewer's Blackbird present about Swan L., Sitka, Nov. 19+ 
(MWS, MEI ph.] furnished Alaska's 3rd confirmed record of 
the species. There were many more reports of Brown-headed 
Cowbird this fall than in any prior autumn, all but one of them 
from SE: three at Hyder Aug. 11 (GFW], one at Juneau Aug 
27 (RJG], one at Petersburg Aug. 29 (PP, fide WALl, "several" 
at Wrangell "in August" (HS], two in Ketchikan Sept. 10 (MEI, 
RLS, TGT), and one at Metlakatla Sept. 14 & 17 (MEI, RLS, 
TGT]. This situation might reflect better and more timely 
communication among observers than an increase in cowbird 
numbers. All for which age was mentioned were young-of- 
the-year. An immature seen at Trapper Creek, n. of Anchorage, 
Aug. 23 (DKP ph.] provided the only report from west of SE 
Alaska. 

FINCHES -- A Brambling first seen at a Juneau feeder with 
a flock of juncos Oct. 23 disappeared with that flock Oct. 28 
(RJG, RHA). There were no other reports of the species this 
season. Small flocks of each (and often both) crossbill species 
were widespread and regularly observed in Southeastern 
Alaska during the autumn (MEI, RJG, WAL, SEQ et al.), but 
these itinerant birds had poor reviews elsewhere in the Region 
Beyond SE, Red Crossbills were recorded only at peripheral 
Kodiak I. (flock of 11 on Nov. 12, JBA), where crossbills of any 
description were scarce (RAM, JBA), and at St. Matthew I., Ber- 
ing Sea, where a female was observed Aug. 5 (BAC, BEL, ECM) 

White-winged Crossbills were essentially absent from the 
Anchorage area (TGT), and few were seen on the neighboring 
Kenai Peninsula (MAM, TGT). Reports from Galena (TO0) and 
the Fairbanks area (DDG) suggested that they were more or 
less absent in the Interior too. That this species was on the 
move in November, however, seemed a reasonable inference 
to draw from several extralimital records: small flocks seen at 
Middleton I., Gulf of Alaska, Nov. 5-12 (MEI--maximum a 
flock of five, on 6th); a tired immature observed at Adak I, 
Nov. 10 (CFZ et at.), providing the 2nd Aleutian record of the 
species; and a small flock at tree limit in n.w. Alaska--at San- 
ningaruq, at the Noatak R. mouth--Nov. 11 (RU, fide TJD). 

CONTRIBUTORS AND OBSERVERS -- J. B. Allen, J. M. An- 
drew, R. H. Armstrong, C. Baggot, M. S. W. Bradstreet, G. V. Byrd, 
B. A. Cooper, C. P. Dau, R. H. Day, B. Deuel, J. Dirksen, H. Douglas, 
T. J. Doyle, D. E. Dragoo, R. E. Gill Jr., R. J. Gordon, K. E. Graham, 
R. S. Hadley, D. R. Herter, C. Johnson, I. Jones, J. G. King, M. L 
King, B. E. Lawhead, W. A. Lehnhausen, R. A. Macintosh, P. D 
Martin, M. A. Miller, E. C. Murphy, T. O. Osborne, D. K. Porter, 
P. Puleston, S. E. Quinlan, B. Roberts, R. L. Scher, M. W. Schwan, 
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J. L. Sease, D. W. Sonneborn, H. Sundberg, U. Swain, G. J. Tans, 
E. J. Taylor, D. M. Troy, R. Uhl, S. Vacca, R. R. Veit, G. F. Wagner, 
P. Walsh, R. E. Wood, M. Zahn, C. F. Zeillemaker. Convincing 
written details (t), spedmens (*), and photographs (ph.) are on •le 

at the University of Alaska Museum.--D. D. GIBSON, University 
of Alaska Museum, 907 Yukon Drive, Fairbanks, AK 99775; 
T. G. TOBISH, P.O. Box 90662, Anchorage, AK 99509; and 
M. E. ISLEIB, 9229 Emily Way, Juneau, AK 99801. 

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 

Philip W. Mattocks, Jr. and Bill Harrington-Tweit 

he season began warm, dry, and clear, with nearly continuous light winds from the north through August 
to mid-September enabling migratory passerines to depart 
early. Another dry, clear two weeks with continuous 
northerly winds in early October moved out most of the 
remaining migrants. In the interim between these two fa- 
vorable air flows, extraordinary concentrations of passerine 
migrants were noted September 26-30 in Discovery Park, 
on the shores of Puget Sound in Seattle. After October 25 
heavy rain, one to two inches above normally high levels 
for fall, hindered field effort, and presumably migration. 

There was a notable irruption of Clark's Nutcrackers and 
Mountain Chickadees probably related to cone crop failure 
in the Cascades, and with Northern Pygmy-Owls possibly 
being affected as well. 

Two exciting northern visitors, Slaty-backed Gull and 
Steller's Eider, generated much travel time by eager ob- 
servers. The eider was accessible and cooperative and was 
seen by multitudes, the gull was not. Record numbers of 
Sharp-tailed Sandpipers and Ruffs shared the same general 
direction of origin. 

Most vagrants this season originated to the east of the 
Region--Clark's Grebe, White-faced Ibis, Piping Plover, 
American Avocet, HudsonJan Godwit, Forster's Tern, 
Black-chinned Hummingbird, Loggerhead Shrike, North- 
em Waterthrush, Clay-colorod Sparrow, Lark Bunting, and 
record numbers of Bank Swallows and Harris' Sparrows. 
Their presence here was at least correlated with the west- 
erly airflow from the generally •tationary high pressure 
zone present for about two months just east of us. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- V.L = Vancouver Island, B.C. 

LOONS THROUGH IBISES--Major southward move- 
ment of Rod-throated and Pacific loons was noted Sept. 19 on 
the Oregon coast (TC, HN) and in the Vancouver, B.C., area 
(JI). Subsequent high counts were of about 1000 Red-throateds 
at Reifel I., B.C., Oct. 7 (JI) and 2000+ off Ocean Shores, Wash., 
Oct. 18 (DP, JEr). The usual few Yellow-billed Loons were 
found, all Nov. 11-22: singles off Orcas I., San Juan Co., Wash. 
(John Wingfield), on Beaver Harbour, V.I. (MF, WW, Hue & 
JoAnne MacKenzie), and on Burrard Inlet, Vancouver, B.C. 
(•de DK). The 25 Eared Grebes found on Cordova Bay, V.I., 
Nov. 30 (Vic Goodwill) made a large concentration. High counts 
elsewhere were of only two per locality, and only two were 
seen all season in the Vancouver, B.C., area (MP, FW, Allen 
Poynter). An adult and two half-grown young Western Grebes 
found Au• 29+ in a brackish marsh off Reftel I., s.w.B.C., 
indicated probable nesting in that area (JI}. All other known 
nesting localities in British Columbia are on the s. edge of the 
interior of the province. Single Clark's Grebes were noted Oct. 
13-26 in Victoria, V.I. 0B & MMc et al.) for the first confirmed 
record for the province, and Oct. 30 at Tillamook, Ore. (tBO). 

We received reports of 14 offshore trips this fall, Aug. 16 to 
Nov. 8, with 6 out of Westpert, Wash., to Grays Canyon (TW), 

5 from Ucluelet, V.I. (MF), 2 out of Newport, Ore. (HN, SH), 
and one each from Garibaldi and Manzanita, both Tillamook 
Co.. Ore. {TC). Black-footed Albatross numbers were slightly 
lower than usual, with the high count of 80 seen off Westport 
Sept. 13. Northern Fulmars continued last summer's trend of 
higher than usual numbers, especially off V.I. The high counts 
were of about 1000 out of Ucluelet Aug. 31,428 off Westport 
Sept. 14, and 50+ out of Newport Sept. 17, and a surprising 
200+ were seen from the north jetty of the Siuslaw R., Nov. 
16 (SH). The 407 Pink-footed Shearwaters off Westport Aug. 
23 and 45 off Garibaldi Sept. 7 represented usual numbers for 
these areas, but only one to three found on 4 trips out of 
Ucluelet was unusually low. Hordes of Sooties, a few dozen 
Buller's, 3 scattered sightings of Short-taileds, and 4 of Flesh- 
footeds were usual numbers for these shearwaters. The 450 
Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels seen over Grays Canyon Sept. 13 
provided the 2nd-highest fall count there in 18 years (TW). 
Elsewhere. 120 were counted out of Ucluelet Sept. 28, and all 
other reports were of fewer than 27 birds. A Leach's Storm- 
Petrel seen Sept. 14 off Westport was later than normal. Two 
onshore sightings of this species were most surprising: one Oct. 
13 over Cowichan Bay, V.I. (tColin Butt, tDave Aidcroft) and 
one in heavy fog Nov. 2 at the Everett, Wash., sewage ponds 
0Fred Bird). 

Brown Pelicans moved N this season in their now-usual large 
numbers. Apparently none reached British Columbia, but 500 
were counted along the n. shore of Willapa Bay, Wash., Sept. 
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20 (CC), with 10+ still there Oct. 27-31 (PM, WW). Late reports 
were of 25+ at Ocean Shores, Wash., Nov. 12 lB & GR), and 
two at Florence, Ore., Nov. 16 (SH). Northward movement of 
Brandt's Cormorants was marked by the passage of 200/hr off 
Cannon Beach, Ore., Aug. 31 (DF), 1000 at the n. jetty of the 
Columbia R., Sept. 20 (CC), 1500 off San Juan I., Wash., Sept. 
21 {ML), and 3000+ at Cattle Pt., Oak Bay, V.I., Oct. 3 (B. Gates, 
f•de MMc). 

Great Egrets also moved northward, earlier and in greater 
numbers than usual. Forty-four were at Gardiner, Douglas Co., 
Ore., Aug. 1 (fide M. Sawyer). One reached a regular wintering 
area at the mouth of the Palix R., on Willapa Bay, Wash., by 
Aug. 8 (Evelyn Peaslee), and one was north to Dungeness, 
Wash., Aug. 12 {TW). Thereafter reports of one to three came 
from 7 Washington localities, of one to six at 9 Oregon localities, 
plus 12 on Sauvie I., Ore., Sept. 22 (•de HN), 40 at the mouth 
of the Siuslaw R., Ore., Aug. 31-Oct. 2 (DF, SH), and 14 at Fern 
Ridge Res., Eugene, Nov. 14 (BO). A Snowy Egret graced 
Crockett L., Whidbey I., Wash., Nov. 1-8 (fTB, m.ob.) for the 
4th record from w. Washington. Another was seen Nov. 19 on 
the Koksilah R. estuary, near Duncan, for the 2nd record from 
V.I. (fBarbara & Roy Begg). Following last year's absence of 
Cattle Egrets, this year one or more were in Delta, B.C., Oct. 
10-Nov. 9 (Allan Schutz, GA, JI), 25 were counted Oct. 30+ at 
4 Oregon localities (Florence, Siletz Bay, Sauvie I., and Clat- 
skanie), and at least two were in Pacific and Wahkiakum 
counties in s.w. Washington in late November (f•de Irene 
Bachhuber). The first Black-crowned Night-Herons arrived 
Aug. 23 at their Skagit flats, Wash., winter roost site (Tom 
Madsen, •de Idie Ulsh). One arrived at the roost site on Reifel 
I., B.C., Sept. 16, and four there Nov. 22+ was the highest 
count yet for that roost (JI). An imm. Plegadis ibis, presumably 
a White-faced Ibis, was present Nov. 2+ at Beaver Harbour, 
near Port Hardy, at the n.w. end of V.I. (•WW, ph. MF, m.ob.), 
for only the 6th or 7th record for British Columbia. 

SWANS THBOUGH FALCONS--The first six Tundra 
Swans of the season flew on S over Ocean Shores, Wash., Oct. 
18 {DP, JEr}. Arrival was otherwise in early November. Trum- 
peter Swan arrival was marked by seven birds at Reifel I.. 
Delta, B.C., Oct. 30 (]I) and the high count of 100 was there 
Nov. 29 {JI). Single ad. Trumpeters were south to Tillamook, 
Ore., Nov. 12 (HN)and Fern Ridge Res., Eugene, Ore., Nov. 14 
(ph. BO). The Vancouver Island Mute Swan population con- 
tinues healthy with counts of 50-60 on Cowichan Bay in mid- 
August {Jerry & Gladys Anderson; WW). 

The first Greater White-fronted Geese noted were 16 over 
Naselle, Pacific Co., Wash. (Alan Richards) and six on Seuvie 
I., Ore. (Jim Johnson), both Aug. 25. Widespread arrival was 
as usual in early September, with 70 near Salem Sept. 13 the 
high count (BB). Near-daily counts of Snow Geese at Reifel I. 
in the Fraser R. delta of s.w. British Columbia showed 1000 
present Oct. 8, 4000 Oct. 12, 12,000 Oct. 17, and the seasoh's 
high of 15,000 there Oct. 25 (JI). A first-year Emperor Goose, 
still a scarce visitor here, was present on Post Office L., n. of 
Vancouver, Wash., Oct. 27-Nov. 10 (Larry Price; WC) and at 
nearby Ridgefield N.W.R., Nov. 26 (SS). Another was seen Nov. 
23+ at Ankeny N.W.R. near Salem, Ore., (Joe Silvera, 
Escaped and now free-flying Barnacle Geese reappeared at Star 
L., Kent, Wash., in mid-October and at Ankeny N.W.R., Nov. 
8 ( ]A, f•de BB). Among the numerous Canada Geese noted this 
fall were seven "Dusky" Canadas (occidentalis) with red neck 
bands Nov. 16 & 24 on southern V.I. (Alan MacLeod; Brent 
Diakow), and an "Aleutian" Canada Goose (leucopareia) Oct. 
22+ in Stanley Park, Vancouver, B.C. (•BK, ph.). A neck-banded 
"Cackling" Canada (minima) seen Nov. 1 at Yaquina Bay, Ore. 
{DL} had been banded as an adult on the Yukon R. delta in 
1985 and spent last winter at Finley N.W.R., Ore. 

Single Am. Black Ducks were found at 3 Victoria locations 
{J & RSa), and in Beach Grove, Delta, B.C. (BK), in addition to 
the 12+ regularly found at the Everett, Wash., sewage ponds 
(m.ob.}. Two imm. • Tufted Ducks were found Oct. 18-Nov. 2 

Canada Goose, apparently of the Aleutian race, at Vancouver, 
B.C., Oct. 26, 1986. Photo/Paul Yorke. 

on Green L., Seattle (•EH, BS) and one remained into early 
December. A 9 Tufted Duck noted Nov. 9+ at Stanley Park, 
Vancouver, B.C., was believed on the basis of plumage irreg- 
ularities to be the same female present there last winter 
et al.). Both these localities have become regular wintering 
sites for Tufted Ducks in the last few years. A 9 King Eider 
seen closely Oct. 29 off the w. side of Lopez I., San Juan Co., 
Wash., provided about the 12th state record (•ML}. A • Steller's 
Eider was seen Oct. 18 at Pt. Wilson, Port Townsend, Wash., 
in company with a small group of Harlequin Ducks (Alex & 
Charlene Ferkovich, ph.). The bird was independently redis- 
covered Nov. 2 (Hank Vail) and was seen almost daily thereafter 
for the first record for the state {m.ob., ph. Don Johnson). Mi- 
gratory gatherings of Barrow's Goldeneyes were of 82 noted 
Oct. 6 on the sewage ponds at Diamond L., e. Lane Co., Ore. 
(DF) and 1230 on Capitol L., Olympia, Wash., Nov. 27 (Glen & 
Wanda Hoge). Numbers gradually decreased at both sites over 
the next few weeks. 

The Turkey Vulture migration was again thoroughly mon- 
itored on southern V.I. (f•de MMc) and in Ashland, Ore. (MMo). 
Total counts were 1260+ on V.I. and 841 in Ashland. Inter- 

estingly, the time of peak movement on southern V.I. was Sept. 
21-26, with 200-335 per day, and Sept. 19-28 in Ashland, 400+ 
mi to the south. These birds must follow the river valleys 
westward (which would account for the relatively large num- 
bers for this far north), gather at the coast, and move south in 
late September. There were 28 Black-shouldered Kites reported 
this season from 8 Oregon locations and 10 from 4 Washington 
sites, which is now about normal. Concentrations included 11 
adults in the Ashland area (MMo) and seven near the Raymond, 

Male Steller's Eider {with two Harlequin Ducks) at Port Town- 
send, Wash., Oct. 18, 1986. First record for Washington. Photo/ 
Alex Ferkovitch, Jr. 
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Pacific Co, Wash, tarport (WW, mob ) The only immature 
noted was at Ocean Shores, Wash., Oct. 21 (Mike Carmody). 
Our rough Accipiter index showed 100 Sharp-shinned reports, 
98 Cooper's, and 16 N. Goshawks, for normal numbers. A sim- 
fiar tally for falcons totalled 85 Peregrines (including 14 imm.) 
and 87 Merlins, likewise normal numbers for the last few years. 

SHOREBIRDS--Forty Lesser Golden-Plovers at Ocean 
Shores, Wash., Aug. 15 (TW) and 50 there Sept. 10 (DH) were 
the high counts. Separation of the forms dorninica and futva 
has received more attention each fall, but is still not enough 
to sort out the migration patterns. Only 19 plovers were spe- 
cifically reported as futva, and 30 as dorninica, and for only 
half of all these was age reported. Examination of available 
specimens from the Pacific Northwest indicates that juveniles 
of both forms are present here, but that almost all adults taken 
in the fall have been fulva (Dr). Two Snowy Plovers were 
north to Dungeness Spit, Wash., July 31, near where six had 
been seen July 6, but no evidence of breeding was noted (Roger 
Hoffman). The 250 Semipalmated Plovers seen Aug. 10 along 
Boundary Bay (BK) furnished a high count for s.w. British Co- 
lumbia. About 400 Semipalmateds were found Aug. 6 at Til- 
lamook, Ore. (HN) and Aug. 22 near Waldport, Lincoln Co., 
Ore. (R. Lowe, fide HN). On Sept. 8 a Piping Plover was noted 
among the Semipalmateds at Manzanita, Tillamook Co., Ore. 
(tTC), for the first record for Oregon and the Region. The same 
bird had apparently been seen there on Sept. 6 by another 
observer, but not positively identified. 

Single Am. Avocets, rare migrants here, were found Sept. 
5-Dec. 4 at Iona I. (tMF, m.ob.) and Sept. 6-12 at Jericho Park 
($BK, m.ob.). From Sept. 14 to Oct. 4, two were present at Iona 
I (Mark Gawns, Bill Crins, m.ob.). Two Am. Avocets were also 
found Sept. 27 on the Nisqually N.W.R. (Marty Hanson) and 
Aug. 13 on Plat I Res., Douglas Co., Ore. (DI, fide SH). The 
Willet noted Oct. 2-3 at Cattle Pt., Oak Bay (KT, J & RSa), 
furnished only the 12th record for V.I. Twenty-two Solitary 
Sandpipers reported were slightly more than usual. An inter- 
esting sighting of a Wandering Tattler occurred Aug. 23 about 
12 mi up the Hamma Hamma R. on the s.e. slope of the Olympic 
Mts., Mason Co., Wash. (Bill Reichert). Two Wandering Tattlers 
at Ocean Shores Oct. 18 (Dr, JEr) and one still there Nov. 12 
(B & GR) were very late. 

A Hudsonian Godwit spotted Sept. 29 with a Marbled God- 
wit at Grice Bay, Pacific Rim P.r., provided only the 5th record 
for V.I. (DK). Another Hudsonian was seen Oct. 4-5 at the end 
of 112th St. on Boundary Bay (tBK, $MF, MB). Bar-tailed God- 
wits were noted Aug. 8 on Boundary Bay ($MF, GD), for the 
4th Vancouver, B.C., record, and Oct. 11 in Tacoma ($TB) for 
the first Washington record away from the outer coast. Single 
Marbled Godwits Aug. 27 at Blackie Spit (tDavid Martin) and 
Sept. 4-6 at Beach Grove (LK, JI) provided the only reports this 
season of this scarce migrant in the Vancouver, B.C., area. 
Elsewhere, 44 were seen on Leadbetter ft., Wash., Aug. 31 (B 
& GR, JG) and 70-100 were at nearby Tokeland Oct. 27 to late 
November (PM; Paul Meehan-Martin, fide CC). 

Despite the high numbers of Semipalmated Sandpipers re- 
corded at Iona I. last July, only a few remained into August. 
A total of 36 Semipalmateds was reported, with seven of these 
on Oregon's outer coast, four in the Willamette Valley and on 
Sauvie I., six around Puget Sound, and none on the Washington 
outer coast. Three at Reifel I., B.C., Sept. 20 (JI) were the latest. 
Baird's Sandpipers were widely reported. Fifty at Sauvie I., 
Ore., Sept. 14 (RSm, fide HN) was the high count, and one at 
Ocean Shores Oct. 18-19 (Dr, JEr, B & GR) and three near 
Waldport, Ore., Oct. 19 (DL, VT) were later than usual. More 
Sharp-tailed Sandpipers than ever were reported. All were 
found Sept. 5-Oct. 9, almost all were in the Vancouver, B.C., 
area, and 14 noted Oct. 4 on Reifel I. provided the high count 
(MF et at.). Single Curlew Sandpipers were found Sept. 15 on 
Manzanita Beach, Tillamook Co., Ore. (WC, photo) and Sept. 
23 at the S.J.C.R. ($HN, JEv), for about the 7th and 8th records 
for Oregon. 

Fourteen Buff-breasted Sandpipers were noted, Aug 22-Sept. 
30. This count •s back down to the long-term average, following 
last year's record 66-•-. At least 21 Ruffs were counted, a new 
Regional record. Three were at the S.J.C.R., Sept. 6-23, four 
were in Washington, and the remainder is a conservative es- 
timate of numerous sightings in the Vancouver, B.C., area, 
mostly by JI at Reifel I. The 400 Long-billed Dowitchers on 
Sauvie I., Sept. 9 (HN) and 600 on Reifel I., Oct. 4 (MF, WW et 
al.) were high counts. The usual few Red Phalaropes were 
found with Red-necked rhalaropes on the pelagic trips, and a 
small crash in late November yielded counts of 150-200 at the 
Siuslaw R. mouth (SH) and at Coos Bay, Ore. (Craig Miller, 
fide HN). 

JAEGERS THROUGH AUKLETS -- On an exceptionally 
clear and calm Aug. 23 an all-time high count of 190 Pomanne 
Jaegers was noted northwest out of Westport (TW). Trips over 
the same route the lweeks before and after found only 20-35, 
also slightly above average tallies. Parasitic Jaegers were widely 
scattered as usual at shoreline locations. Eleven at Leadbetter 
Pt., Wash., Aug. 31 (B & GR) and seven at Pt. Roberts, Wash, 
Sept. 22 (Alfred Lau, BK) were the high counts, and one still 
at West Pt., Seattle, Nov. 8 (DR) furnished the last sighting 
Forty-seven Long-tailed Jaegers, a normal number, were re- 
corded in 5 trips out of Westport, and four were seen Sept 13 
out of Newport, Ore. (J. Carlson, fide HN). Twenty S. Polar 
Skuas, an above-average number, were seen on 6 Westport 
trips, and singles were found out of Garibaldi, Ore., Sept 7 
(TC) and Ucluelet, V.I., Sept. 27 (MF, DK et al.). 

Fewer than usual Franklin's Gulls were recorded this fall 

About 54 birds, all immatures as usual, were represented, with 
high counts of 14 at the Everett, Wash., sewage ponds (EH) 
and four at Spanish Banks, Vancouver, B.C. (BK). Five sightings 
in Oregon included one Sept. 17 at the Monmouth sewage 
ponds ($RG). Single Little Gulls appeared as usual with Bon- 
aparte's Gulls at 8 locations from Nanaimo, V.I. (DK), south to 
Everett, Wash., Aug. 13-Oct. 27. Each of these sites is within 
a short flight for the wandering flocks of Bonaparte's, and the 
only date on which Little Gulls were seen at 2 locations was 
Oct. 18, when singles were at Everett (DR) and at Ogden Pt, 
Victoria (MMc et at.). However, on Oct. 6 two Little Gulls were 
seen simultaneously at the Everett ponds (PM) and three were 
there together Oct. 11 (EH). High counts of Bonaparte's Gulls 
were of 6000 at Everett Sept. 25 (RS) and 4500 on Boundary 
Bay, B.C., Oct. 12 (BK). An adult Common Black-headed Gull 
was seen at Dungeness, Wash., Aug. 27 ($Joe Van Os et al ), 
and probably also Oct. 18 (tStan Smith), for only the 2nd sight- 
ing for Washington. The high count of Heermann's Gulls was 
of 3000•- on the n. shore of Willapa Bay, Wash., Sept. 2 (JR) 

An ad. Slaty-backed Gull present only Nov. 11-12 near Port 
Hardy, northern V.I., provided only the 2nd documented record 
for British Columbia ($MF, ph., tWW, $GA). Force's detailed 
description included discussion of the slate-gray mantle, black 
wingtips separated from the mantle on primaries 7 & 8 by white 
spots, pinkish legs, a magenta orbital ring (at 20m), and a 
brown-flecked iris appearing dark at a distance but with the 
pupil clearly visible. In addition to the usual counts of 30-70 
Sabine's Gulls on pelagic trips off British Columbia and Wash- 
ington, single immatures were found Sept. 20-21 on the sewage 
ponds at Monmouth, Polk Co., Ore. (Lowell Spring, ph. RG, 
BB) and Sept. 29 on the ponds at Forest Grove, Washington 
Co., Ore. (Leila Weiland, Pat Muller, fide HN). 

Flocks of 400 Corn. Terns at Port Angeles, Wash., Oct 12 
(PM et al.) and of 200 at Ogden Pt., Victoria, Oct. 18 (B & MMc 
et al.) were later than usual. Twenty-eight Arctic Terns off 
Westport Aug. 30 (TW) provided the high count. Singles were 
seen onshore at Spanish Bank, Vancouver, B.C., Aug. 31-Sept 
7 ($BK) and on the Forest Grove, Ore., sewage ponds Sept 29 
($HN, JEv). Single Forster's Terns were found Oct. 13-18 at 
Ogden Pt., Victoria ($KT, ph. TZ, m.ob.) for the first record for 
V.I., and Nov. 9 at the Everett ponds (flan Paulsen, Jeff Palmer 
et al.) for the 6th record for w. Washington. Three Black Terns, 
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Forster's Tern at Victoria, B.C., Oct. 13, 1986. First record for 
Vancouver Island. Photo/Tim Zurowski. 

a scarce but regular migrant, were at Baskett Slough N.W.R., 
near Salem, Ore., Sept. 12 (]'Stephen Dowland, BB) and four 
were found in w. Washington Sept. 12-27. 

Four Parakeet Auklets were briefly observed Sept. 7 about 
20 mi out of Garibaldi, Ore. (tTC, tJG), for one of very few 
recent records from anywhere in the Region. An average of 
36 Cassin's Auklets found on each of 9 pelagic trips out of 
Ucluelet, V.I., and Westport, Wash., during August and Sep- 
tember was still low compared to pre-El Nifio totals. 

OWLS THROUGH SHRIKES -- The only Snowy Owls re- 
ported were in Delta, B.C., where two seen Nov. 10 (Roy Phil- 
lips) were the first. Single N. Hawk-Owls were found in Gar- 
ibaldi P.P., Aug. 16 at Helm Creek (•John Tabak) and Sept. 20 
at Black Tusk (Peter Ballin et el.). These sites are interestingly 
close and similar to a recent breeding location in Manning P.P. 
Reports of 33 N. Pygmy-Owls were many more than usual, 
but no apparent pattern or lowland movement was detected. 
A Burrowing Owl was found Sept. 15 at the unusual altitude 
of 6700' on Mt. Hood (Christopher Raithel). There were several 
reports of Spotted Owls, including an immature found Aug. 
15 in the Hoh R. rain forest, Wash. (EH et el.). 

A late Com. Nighthawk was found roosting in a backyard 
in W. Seattle, Wash., Sept. 28-Oct. 3 (Greg Parks, ph.). Sixteen 
Black Swifts over Plat I Res., near Roseburg, Sept. 19 (DF, DI) 
were the only ones reported from Oregon, and 30 at Prospect 
L., Saanich, V.I., Sept. 28 (GC) were the latest. Four large mi- 
gratory roosts of Vaux's Swifts were noted in Oregon: about 
1000 in a chimney in Salem Aug. 28 (Christy Galen, ]]de BB), 
1000-2000 in Waldo Hall, O.S.U. campus, Corvallis, Sept. 14- 
30 (Angie Cromack et el., ]]de ME), 1500 in Stayton, Marion 
Co., Sept. 18 (B. Height, ]]de HN), and 5000-7000 in an Armory 
incinerator chimney in Roseburg Sept. 18-21 (DF, DI]. 

A 3 Black-chinned Hummingbird, very rare w. of the Cas- 
cades, was seen Aug. 1-7 near Lebanon, Ore. (Bill Thackaberry, 
•M & EE). A young 3 Calliope Hummingbird was netted and 
examined in hand Aug. I at Schrieber's Meadow, Mt. Baker, 
Wash. (Sara Hiebert) and another Calliope was seen Aug. 2 in 
Mr. Rainier N.P. (CC), for the only reports of this primarily 
eastside species. 

The last flycatcher sightings were: Olive-sided, Sept. 20 on 
San Juan I., Wash. (ML); W. Wood-Pewee, Sept. 24 in Eugene 
(SH); Willow, Sept. 22 in Saanich (GC), and Oct. 2 at Heceta 
Head, Lane Co., Ore. (SH); Hammond's, Sept. 26-30 at Seattle 
(SA, DR), and Sept. 30 at Vancouver, B.C. (DK); and Western, 
Sept. 27 at Seattle (SA), Sept. 28 at Metchosin, V.I. (AM, RSa), 
and Oct. 1 at Portland (DI). A probable Dusky Flycatcher care- 
fully described Sept. 26-27 in Seattle was the latest ever of 
few w. Washington records (•SA). Single Say's Phoebes strayed 
west to the Montlake fill, Seattle, Sept. 18 (•DB) and Delta, 
B.C., Sept. 24 (WW). A Tropical Kingbird was observed Oct. 

Tropical Kingbird at Nehalem Meadows, Ore., Nov. 11, 1986. 
Photo/Robert O'Brien. 

19 at Yaquina Bay, Ore. (RSm, fide HN). Two were found Nov. 
4-11 farther north at the Nehalem sewage ponds (tHN, JEv, 
ph. BO, m.ob.) and one stayed there through Nov. 15. Another 
Tropical Kingbird was noted Nov. 16 in Tokeland, Pacific Co., 
Wash. (•EH, Bob Morse) for the 6th record for Washington, all 
in late fall. 

Sightings of 97 Bank Swallows at 9 locations in the Vancou- 
ver, B.C., area Aug. 5-Sept. 23 (DS, FW et el.) were many more 
than usual. Five were seen on V.I. and one was in Westport, 
Wash., Aug. 22 (TW, DP). Evidence of fall movement of Steller's 
Jays was provided by a flock of 45 that flew across Saanich 
Inlet, V.I., Sept. 5 (Glen Smith, Ron Jakimchuk) and a count 
of 85 moving south along the Seattle shoreline Sept. 7 (RT). 
Nineteen Clark's Nutcrackers were reported from sites clearly 
outside breeding areas, for the largest movement noted since 
October 1979. Eleven of these birds were found Oct. 10-27, 
from Skidegate, Queen Charlotte I., Gabriola I., Saltspring I., 
Richmond, and Victoria to Cape Flattery, Leadbetter Pt., and 
Toledo, Oregon. Five others were seen Sept. 19+ on Mary's 
Peak in the Oregon Coast Range w. of Corvallis, where they 
do not nest (David Marshall, m.ob.). Likewise, the 68-t- Moun- 
tain Chickadees at lowland sites during October-November 
constituted a major invasion. High counts were of 25 in Dis- 
covery Park, Seattle, Nov. 8 (DH) and 11 on Reifel I., B.C., Oct. 
11 (JI, Leona Haggert). Conifer cone crop reports for Washington 
indicated very little production during 1986, following the 
bumper harvest of 1985 (CC). 

Two Bohemian Waxwings were found Oct. 11 at 5200' in 
the Washington Cascades at Chiwaukum L., 10 mi e. of Stevens 
Pass, Chelan Co. (Mark Breuninger). This is south of the gen- 
erally suspected breeding areas. The first N. Shrikes arrived 
on schedule Oct. 4 in Vancouver, B.C. (MF, GD), Oct. 6 in 
Seattle (DR), and Oct. 13 at Tillamook, Ore. (B. Shelmerdine, 
fide Hb0. A Loggerhead Shrike was seen Nov. 27 at Long Beach, 
Pacific Co., for about the 10th record for w. Washington, and 
the first ever in the fall (•BO). 

VIREOS THROUGH GROSBEAKS--A Solitary Vireo 
found Oct. 12 at Cape Blanco, Ore. (Paul Sullivan), was the 
latest of only two seen in October. The last Red-eyed Vireos 
reported were two on Reifel I., B.C., Aug. 30 (JI) and one in 
Goldstream P.P., V.I., Sept. 2 (Dave Fraser). A • Nashville War- 
bler seen Nov. 19 along the S. Umpqua R. near Canyonville, 
Ore., was late and possibly wintering (Merle & Anne Archie). 
The last Yellow Warblers were seen Sept. 26 in Seattle (SA), 
Sept. 30 in Vancouver, B.C. (GA, DK), and Oct. 2 at Heceta 
Head, Lane Co., Ore. {SH). A very well-described Pine Warbler 
was seen Oct. 23 just south of Harbor, s. Curry Co., Ore. (tAlan 
Barron). Roughly summarizing the description, the bird had 
brownish upperparts with faint olive on the head and back, 
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whitish taftspots, black tarsl, two prominent w•ngbars, a pale 
eyebrow line, a small pale neck patch, and ashy-white un- 
derparts with no streaking. Seventeen Palm Warblers were 
noted, slightly more than usual. One at Amphitrite Pt., near 
Ucluelet, V.I., Sept. 27 (MB] was unusually far north. One other 
was on southern V.I., three were on the Washington coast, and 
10 on the Oregon coast. In addition, singles were found inland 
at 5500' near Packwood, Lewis Co., Wash., Oct. i (tGR] and in 
Eugene, Ore., Nov. I (Paul Sherrell, Dennis Arendt, fide SH). 
Seven sightings of N. Waterthrushes repeated last fall's un- 
precedented movement. Singles Aug. 18 at Alaksen N.W.A., 
Delta (DS, FW) and Reifel I. (JI, FW) were the first. Two were 
seen Aug. 21-23 in Jericho Park, Vancouver, B.C. (tDS, MP] 
and one was (still?) there Sept. 21 (FW, Wayne Diakow). Singles 
Aug. 26-27 in Bellingham, Wash. (TW] and Sept. 8 in Seattle 
(•RT] provided the 10th & 11th records for w. Washington; all 
but one have been in fall and early winter. 

A Clay-colored Sparrow was noted Nov. 9 at Comber's 
Beach, Pacific Rim P.P. (LK, Mark Wynja, •MF et al.] for the 
2nd record for V.I. A female or imm. Lark Bunting was seen 
closely on Tatoosh I., at the n.w. tip of Clallam Co., Wash., 
Sept. 17-18 (•Tim Wootton, Bob Paine, Ladd Johnson) for the 
5th state and 2nd fall record. The previous fall record was also 
at Cape Flattery Sept. 2, 1973 (AB 28:97]. Another female or 
lmm. Lark Bunting was found Sept. 28-30 in Jericho Park, 
Vancouver, B.C. (Bruce MacDonald, •WW, tDick Cannings, 
•MF, m.ob.) for the 3rd Vancouver area record. A Grasshopper 
Sparrow, rare w. of the Cascades, was seen Sept. 19 at Plat I 
Res., near Roseburg, Ore. (DF, DI). 

A Fox Sparrow at the Montlake fill, Seattle, Aug. 31 (KB] 
was an early arrival in the Puget Sound lowlands. Only two 
Swamp Sparrows, still rare winter visitors here, were found, 
and both were immatures. One was at Florence, Ore., Oct. 19 
(•SH, Alan Contreras) and the other was near Smith Cr., w. of 
Raymond, Pacific Co., Wash., Oct. 31 (fWW] for only the 11th 
record for the state. Twenty-four White-throated Sparrows 
were seen, a normal number, in as many locations and spread 
throughout the reporting areas of the Region. Eighteen Harris' 

Sparrows were more than twice as many in previous years 
Two were in Oregon, three in Washington, three on V.I., and 
a conservatively estimated 10 individuals in the Vancouver, 
B.C., area. The peak of the Lapland Longspur migration was 
marked Sept. 21 by flocks of 30 at Crockett L., Whidbey I, 
Wash. (KB), and 40+ on Grand Meadow, Indian Heaven Wil- 
derness, Skamania Co., Wash. (SS). 

A Common Grackle sighted Sept. 27-30 in C. Saanich pro- 
vided the first record for southern V.I. (KT, Charles Harper, 
ph. TZ, m.ob.). Small groups of up to 30 Red Crossbills were 
noted on the Oregon coast and in the lowland areas of w 
Washington, V.I., and s.w. mainland British Columbia. Pmrs 
were gathering nest material and singing Aug. 30 and Sept 3 
at the S.J.C.R. and Tillamook, Ore. (DL, David Hoffman) and 
feeding broods Oct. 18 in the Washington San Juan Is. (ML) 
Both Red Crossbills and Pine Siskins were absent from the s 

Cascades of Washington this fall (CC). Five Corn. Redpolls seen 
Nov. 4 on Reifel I., B.C. (JI), furnished the only report of th•s 
irregular winter visitor. Larger numbers than usual of Evening 
Grosbeaks were noted this fall in the lowlands of w. Oregon 
(fide HN), particularly in the Medford-Ashland area during 
September (MMo). 

INITIALED OBSERVERS, with Sub-regional editors in 
boldface- Scott Atkinson, Gerry Ansell, Jon Anderson, Dave 
Beaudette, Barb Bellin, Mike Bentley, Thais Bock, Ken Brunner, 
Joe Buchanan, Wilson Cady, Gift Calvert, Chris Chappell, Tom 
Crabtree, Gary Davidson, Merlin & Elsie Eltzroth, Jim Erckmann 
(JEr), Joe Evanich (JEv), David Fix, Mike Force, Roy Gerig, Jeff 
Gilllgan, Steve Heinl, Eugene Hunn, David Hutchinson, John Ire- 
land, Dave Irons, Brian Kautesk, Linda Koch, Doug Kragh, Mark 
Lewis, Donna Lusthoff, Alan MacLeod, Barb & Mike McGrenere 
(B & MMc), Marjorie Moore (MMo), Harry Nehls, Bob O'Brien, 
Dennis Paulson, Mike Price, Bob & Georgia Ramsey, Joy & Ron 
Satterfield (J & RSa), Susan Saul, Richard Smith (RSm), Daphne 
Solecki, Bob Sundstrom, Keith Taylor, Verda Teale, Rob Thorne, 
Terry Wahl, Frank Walker, Wayne Weber, Tim Zurowski.--PHI- 
LIP W. MATTOCKS, Jr., Rt. 2, Box 200, Vashon, WA 98070, and 
BILL HARRINGTON-TWEIT, P.O. Box 1271, Olympia, WA 98507. 

MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION 

Stephen F. Bailey, Timothy D. Manolis, 
Alan D. Barron, and Richard A. Erickson 

he first one-half of the period was dominated by coastal fog, which depressed the counts of migrating 
raptors at Pt. Diablo. October and November were dry. 

Point Reyes Bird Observatory continues to provide ex- 
tremely valuable reports from Palomarin and especially 
Southeast Farallon Island, without which our seasonal 
summaries would be quite incomplete. The authors thank 
Kurt F. Campbell for extensive data handling and editorial 
contributions. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- C.B.R.C. = California Bird Records Com- 
mittee', C.V. = Central Valley; O.S.P. = Open Space Preserve; S.F. 
= San Francisco; W.M.A. = Wildlife Management Area; ph. = photo 
on file with the Regional Editors. Italicized names refer to counties. 
All of the many records from PalomarJan and S.E. Farallon I. 
(hereafter F.I.) should be credited to Pt. Reyes Bird Observatory 
(hereafter P.R.B.O.). References to the Gull refer to Golden Gate 
Audubon Society's publication, whose observations column is 
currently written by Helen A. Green. Most such birds were orig- 
inally reported to Joseph Morlan. 

LOONS THROUGH PELICANS- Migrant loons were 
detected early, with three Commons passing Pt. Pinos, Mon- 
terey, Sept. 6, and two Red-throateds, six Pacifics, and three 
Commons migrating at Santa Cruz Sept. 10 (all DLSu). The 
flight was very intense at Santa Cruz Nov. 26, as 800 Red- 
throateds and 5100 Pacifics passed in one hour (DLSu). Again 
an early Pacific Loon visited L. Shastina, Siskiyou, Aug. 19-31 
(RE), and another at Bridgeport Res., Mono, Oct. 31 (DS, SJ) 
was also far inland. Crescent City Harbor attracted Del Norte's 
first Yellow-billed Loon Oct. 28-30 (L. Jonsson, fADB, tGSL, 
fLPL et al.). Sixty Horned Grebes in Lake Oct. 24 (JRW) was a 
large inland concentration. As in 1983, Eared Grebes nested 
at Moffett Field, Santa Clara, producing at least 15 young 
(m.ob.). Both Western and Clark's grebes were "still widespread 
and abundant in the Great Basin/Modoc Plateau region" Oct 
31-Nov. 4, with "many adults still feeding 1/2 to 3/4 adult-sized 
young" (SJ, DS). Repeated surveys of S.F. Bay in Marin, Ala- 
meda, and Contra Costa found 8.2% Clark's Grebes among 
Aechmophorus identified this fall (DDK). 

Unseasonal single Black-footed Albatross sightings were off- 
shore Monterey Oct. 11 to Nov. 6 (SFB, DLSh). One Laysan 
Albatross was off Monterey Nov. 30 (PhR). Up to 25 N. Fulmars 
per day were offshore from Monterey to Humboldt August to 
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October before numbers jumped to 100 beyond Cordell Bank 
Nov. 1 (SFB) and 130 offshore Monterey Nov. 6 (DLSh). Flesh- 
footed Shearwaters produced an unprecedented number of 
sightings. One was offshore Humboldt Bay Sept. 14 (NEC), one 
to three were offshore Monterey on 9 boat trips Sept. 20 to 
Nov. 21 (GMcC, DLSh, m.ob.), and one to four were at and 
beyond Cordell Bank Oct. 19 to Nov. 2 (KFC, SFB, m.ob.). A 
light-morph Wedge-tailed Shearwater (Pu•nus pacificus) fol- 
lowing a boat 5 mi w. of Pt. Pinos Aug. 31 established the first 
record north of Mexico (ph. RS et ul.). This tropical bird would 
have been less surprising had it occurred during an "El Nifio" 
year. Buller's Shearwaters were exceptionally abundant, ex- 
emplified by the peak 2000 offshore Monterey Oct. 2 (PJM, 
DLSh). Unprecedented numbers could be seen from shore 
around Monterey Bay, including 200 in 30 minutes passing Pt. 
Pinos Sept. 21 (DR, GMcC). At Cordell Bank, 670 on Nov. 2 
(DLSh) marked the highest count. The last Buller's was seen 
Nov. 21 offshore Monterey (DLSh). Short-tailed Shearwaters 
appeared mostly as singles beginning in mid-September, but 
30 were estimated offshore Monterey Oct. 23 and 44 were 
counted there Nov. 6 (both DLSh). Small numbers of Black- 
vented Shearwaters appeared from Monterey to San Mateo be- 
ginning Sept. 12 (DLSh, DLSu et ul.). 

One Wilson's Storm-Petrel was in Monterey Bay, Monterey 
& Santa Cruz Aug. 31-Oct. 26 (RS, DLSh, tRAE), with two seen 
there Oct. 12 (tJML, •DLSu). A Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel was a 
surprise in the Monterey Bay storm-petrel flock Sept. 25 & 27 
(DLSh), and one was by itself there Oct. 12 (DLSu). Single Fork- 
tailecls in the Cordell Bank/F.I. area Oct. 12 to Nov. 2 (DLSh, 
T. Johnson) were topped by 16 seen passing Pt. Pinos during 
high winds Nov. 7 (DR). Two Least Storm-Petrels were detected 
in the Monterey Bay storm-petrel flock Oct. 5-12 (RS, DLSh, 
T. H. Koundakjian). 

An imm. Brown Pelican on L. Kaweah Sept. 30 to Oct. 9 
represented the first record for Tulare (ph. LLN). Brown Pelican 
flocks in Santa Cruz averaged 75-79% iramatures (DLSu), pre- 
sumably reflecting consecutive years of good reproduction 
south of the Region. Maximum Brown Pelican counts on Ano 
Nuevo I., San Mateo, were 3000 Oct. 30 and 2400 Nov. 29 (GJS). 

HERONS THROUGH DUCKS- A good inland concen- 
trations of 212 Great Egrets was at Patterson sewage ponds, 
Stanislaus, Nov. 15 (HMR}. Four Little Blue Heron records were 
all from Santa Clara, including an unseasonal bird Nov. 26 in 
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Mountain View (M. Moyer) as well as a calico bird at Palo Alto 
Baylands Sept. 17 to end of period (TAC, fide PMB). An imm. 
Green-backed Heron was at 7000 ft elevation at June L., Mono 
Oct. 30 (SJ, DS). White-faced Ibis were reported in average 
numbers at the Region's breeding areas but a single immature 
in the Arcata Bottoms, Humboldt, Sept. 27 (tFJB) furnished the 
only coastal report. 

An early Tundra Swan was at L. Almanor, Plumas, Aug 17 
(PDG). A Greater White-fronted Goose at F.I., Sept. 25 provided 
a 2nd island record. Snow Geese are uncommon on the coast, 
and continue to be outnumbered by Ross' Geese there in fall, 
but 10 Snows, mostly singles, were reported from Monterey to 
Del Norte. Sixteen Ross' Geese found coastally included 11 
birds 5 mi n.w. of Tomales Pt., Marin, Nov. I (SFB, m.ob.). A 

Establishing the first record north of Mexico, this light-morph Wedge-tailed Shearwater was observed five miles west of Point Pinos, 
California, on August 31, 1986. Photo/Rich Stallcup. 
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dark morph Ross"Goose was well described at Gray Lodge 
W.M.A., Sutter, Nov. 23 (iDDK). The only Emperor Goose re- 
corded was an immature at Tule Lake N.W.R., Oct. 19 to early 
November (iMR, m.ob.). This species is almost annual in the 
Klamath Basin. An ad. Barnacle Goose near Colusa Nov. 22 

through the period (DES) was "probably the same bird I saw 
with Cacklers in s.w. Alaska in October" (BED) and may well 
be the same individual tracked through at least Oregon and 
California from November 1984 to April 1985 (AB 39:345). The 
bird is likely an escapee, but the record is currently in cir- 
culation through the C.B.R.C. 

A Gadwall at F.I., Aug. 17-21 furnished the 3rd island record, 
the first since 1969. All but 2 of about 20 Eur. Wigeon reports 
were coastal. A • Ring-necked x Tufted Duck at Stockton sew- 
age ponds, San Joaquin, Nov. 12 (tDGY) was an interesting 
find. A 9 Tufted Duck was at the Smith R. mouth, Nov. 16 
(tADB, •GSL et al.) for a first De/Norte record. A 9 King Eider 
at Crescent City Harbor, Nov. 21 through the period (BMu, 
tADB, tGSL, iLPL, ph. IAR, m.ob.) was Del Norte's 2nd. A total 
of up to 15 Harlequin Ducks was reported coastally south to 
Monterey, while at the more regular Pt. Saint George, Del Norte, 
locality, a state high of 33 was seen Oct. 26 (ADB). At least six 
Oldsquaws were reported coastally, which is about average. 
A White-winged Scorer at the Lodi sewage ponds Nov. 16 (TR) 
furnished "a first San Joaquin record" (DGY). A Barrow's 
Goldeneye at Paicines Res., San Benito, Oct. 10 (tKVV) was a 
first for that county. Forty Hooded Mergansers were at L. Earl, 
Del Norte, Nov. 15 (GSL, RLeV, PFS, LD), while a single Hooded 
was at the Tracy sewage ponds, San Joaquin, Nov. 28 & 29 (TR, 
DGY) for a rare C.V. floor record. An interesting description 
of a • Hooded Merganser hybrid at L. Merritt, Alameda, Nov. 
28 (ALE, GFB, L.A. Rhodes) suggested a Com. Goldeneye was 
the other parent. This combination has been reported in the 
literature. 

RAPTORS -- Despite prevalent fog, increased coverage of 
the raptor migration at Pt. Diablo, Marin, recorded new high 
counts of six species (Table 1). Single Bald Eagles were early 
at Camanche Res., San Joaquin, Aug. 16 (DGY) and at Sequoia 
L, Fresno, Sept. 14 (RHG). Three Red-shouldered Hawks were 
n to Siskiyou Sept. 9 to Nov. 5 (RE, MR), while singles were 

Table 1. Five year comparison of fall migration raptor 
counts at Pt. Diablo 

(Carter L. Faust, m.ob.) 
(-- = not recorded or not reported) 

1982 1983 •984 1985 1986 

count days 50 65 94 99 120 
count hours 225 285 400 403 536 

Turkey Vulture -- 590 900 303 385 
Osprey 15 16 45 51 66 
Black-shouldered Kite I 9 51 28 15 
Bald Eagle 2 0 0 2 0 
Northern Harrier -- 137 273 171 158 

Sharp-shinned Hawk -- 883 3245 2890 1879 
Cooper's Hawk -- 781 2477 2298 1068 
Northern Goshawk I 2 I 2 2 

Accipiter sp. -- -- -- 589 459 
Red-shouldered Hawk 12 67 110 104 122 

Broad-winged Hawk 16 26 9 45 26 
Swainsoh's Hawk I 0 0 I 2 
Red-tailed Hawk -- 1004 2500 2683 3263 
Ferruginous Hawk 2 6 7 10 13 
Rough-legged Hawk 12 I 17 14 6 
Golden Eagle 3 7 13 11 18 
American Kestrel -- 282 336 244 291 
Merlin 5 3 11 16 51 

Peregrine Falcon 4 4 18 13 10 
Prairie Falcon I 4 6 4 3 

total (incl. unident.) -- 4150 10823 9516 8063 

e to Mono L, Oct 29 and Janeswile, Lassen, Nov 1-27 (both 
DS, SJ). The 26 Broad-winged Hawks that passed Pt. Diablo 
did so Sept. 24 to Oct. 20 (CLF, m.ob.). Other Broad-winged 
Hawks visited Santa Cruz Sept. 29 (DLSu) and Palo Alto Oct 
31 (iDLSu), the latter a first for Santa Clara. A flock of 25 
Swainsoh's Hawks in San Joaquin Aug. 10 was a welcome s•ght 
(PLN, P. Gottschling). Eight Ferruginous Hawks Oct. 4 to Nov 
11 made a high total for Humboldt, where they are rare (JCS 
et al.). The flight of Rough-legged Hawks into central Califorma 
was light, but one was early for the coast Oct. 19 at Half Moon 
Bay, San Mateo (GJS). On F.I., Merlins tied last year's record 
total of 11, while the 51 that passed Pt. Diablo were astounding 
considering the species' former rarity at this lookout. The pe- 
riod's first Merlin landed at Oakland Airport, Alameda, Sept 
3 (LRF, fide HAG). 

RAILS THROUGH SHOREBIRDS--An imm. Purple 
Gallinule braved passing joggers, dogs, and hordes of gawk•ng 
birders at L. Elizabeth in Fremont's Central Park, Alameda, 
Oct. 17-27 (•A1H, •m.ob.). Although this species is a well-known 
wanderer, the nearest previous records come from Utah, s 
Nevada, Arizona, and San Diego (an immature in October 
1961--California's only other record). 

The races of Lesser Golden-Plover were again reported •n 
about equal numbers from the interior: dominica at L. Shast•na, 
Siskiyou, Sept. 11-17 (RE, MR); returning ad. fulva at Lod• 
sewage ponds Oct. 11+ and a dominica there Oct. 11-Nov 16 
/both JML, DGY); up to five of each race at the Modesto sewage 
ponds after Aug. 17 (ERC, HMR); and a bird of unknown race 
in the Tulare L. basin, Kings, Oct. 24 (RHG, GWG). Approxi- 
mately 100 birds reported along the coast were about equally 
divided between dominica, fulva, and unknown. Some b•rds 
appear to have been reported differently by different observers, 
especially later in the season when molting fulva may not ap- 
pear quite as bright as observers had come to expect from 
fresh juveniles. Coastal Mountain Plovers were at the Sahnas 
R. mouth Oct. 3 (PIM) and Pt. Reyes Nov. 11 (fide HAG). Na- 
tional attention centered around a juv. Eurasian Dotterel at 
Pt. Reyes Sept. 6-9 (iDAH, •DDK, ph. •m.ob.). Two early Sep- 
tember records from Washington and one at F.I., Sept. 12-20, 
1974, were the only previous North American records outside 
of Alaska. 

Santa Clara's 2nd Black Oystercatcher was at the Palo Alto 
Flood Control Basin Aug. 20 (DLSu). A Lesser Yellowlegs at 
Mt. Meadow Res., Lassen, Aug. 25 (DCR) provided one of few 
reports from the mountains of the Region. Twelve Solitary 
Sandpipers along the coast was a good showing. The most s•g- 
nificant of eight additional inland birds were one at Big L, 
Shasta, Sept. 14 (RE), and the first Stanislaus records, both at 
the Modesto sewage ponds Aug. 10 and Oct. 5 (ph. ERC, HMR) 
Another county first was the Wandering Tattler at the Modesto 
ponds Sept. 7-22 (ph. •ERC, •HMR). 

Significant Red Knot reports were of two adults at the Mo- 
desto sewage ponds Aug. 12 with another there Aug. 15 (Stan- 
islaus's first--ph. ERC, HMR), a juvenile at Mono L., Aug. 29- 
30 (DS, GMcC), and a record high Monterey count of 80 ju- 
veniles at the Salinas R. mouth Sept. 6 (DR). Approximately 
40 Semipalmated Sandpipers were reported, all juveniles and 
nearly all along the coast. Inland birds were one at Mono L, 
Aug. 29-31 (DS, HAG), up to three at the Woodland Sugar 
Ponds, Yolo, Aug. 8-12 (iMIL, IML), two at the Lodi sewage 
ponds in the period Aug. 7-21 (DGY), and one at the Modesto 
sewage ponds Aug. 6 (ph. •ERC). One at Martinez Oct. 2 (RIR) 
was Contra Costa's first, and eight at the Salinas R. mouth Aug 
13 (•DLSu) furnished the high count. A Pectoral Sandpiper •n 
Fremont Dec. I (•A1H) was very late. Five Sharp-tailed Sand- 
pipers were found: Salinas sewage ponds Sept. 11-14 (BHG, 
•m.ob.); Moss Landing Sept. 21-27 (iGMcC, ph. DR, m.ob), 
Sunnyvale sewage ponds Sept. 30 (•PLN); and up to two at 
Limantour Estero, Marin, Oct. 3-5 (ALE et al.). The summenng 
Dunlin remained in Arcata to Aug. 31 (FJB). Only one Shit 
Sandpiper was found, a juvenile at Abbott's Lagoon, Mann, 
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Two more views of the Eurasian Dotterel on Point Reyes, Sept. 
6-9, 1986. Note the small head and bill, prominent pale supercilium, 

Sept. 24-27 (tDDK, RS et al.}. The season's four Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers were at L. Talawa, Del Norte, Aug. 17 {JAR, ADB}, 
the Salinas sewage ponds Aug. 28-sopt. 2 {two--tPJM, •n.ob.}, 
and Asilomar Beach, Monterey, Sept. 6-8 {SHa, tDR et al.}. It 
was the best fall on record for Ruffs, with at least 13 found 
along the coast Aug. 30-Nov. 11 {tm.ob.}. There were six in 
I-tumboldt, one to two in Marin, one in Santa Cruz, and five in 
Monterey. At Mono L., 30+ juv. Short-billed Dowitchers Aug. 
29 were apparently not unexpected as "in fall this species is 
as common (perhaps more common) as the Long-billed Dow- 
itcher" there {DS}. Impressive high counts of Red Phalaropes 
at Cordell Bank, Marin, were of 6000 Oct. 12 and 5650 Nov. 2 
(DLSh, RS}. 

JAEGERS THROUGH ALCIDS -- Long-tailed Jaegers were 
found on 8 trips well offshore Monterey Aug. 31 [o Oct. 5 (DLSh, 
m.ob.), with a high of 12 Sept. 12 (DR et al.). Meanwhile, two 
were at Cordell Bank Sept. 14 (DLSh) and three were offshore 
Humboldt Bay Sept. 20 (SWH et al.). South Polar Skuas pro- 
duced an excellent flight. Offshore Monterey, this species ap- 
peared on 15 trips Aug. 17-Oct. 18, with a high of six Sept. 7 
(DLSh, m.ob.). Five Cordell Bank trips Sept. 14-Nov. 1 included 
the peak of nine Oct. 17 (KFC, fide HAG). Singles were near 
F.I., Sept. 14 and Oct. 26 (T. Johnson, fide HAG), and two were 
offshore Humboldt Bay Sept. 20 (SWH). 

Five Franklin's Gulls were all immatures at sewage ponds: 
Salinas Aug. 18-28 (BGM et al.), Hollister Oct. 10 (first for San 
Benito--•KVV, BHG), Modesto Oct. 26-Nov. 11 (first for Stan- 
islaus--ph. ERC, HMR), and Stockton Oct. 28-Nov. 19 plus 
another Nov. 7 (both DGY). Our Little Gulls were also all at 
sewage ponds, beginning with a bird molting from first-summer 
to 2nd-winter plumage at Arcata, July 31 to Sept. 14 (PFS, •RAE, 
tLPL, m.ob.). The returning ad. Little Gull at Stockton Oct. 
14-t- was expected, but a 2nd adult there Nov. 5q- (KGH fide 
Gull; DGY) provided the first multiple sighting during fall. An 
adult at Lodi Nov. 16-28 (DGY, •MJL) was considered one of 
the same birds, as only one was at Stockton between those 
dates. The adult Com. Black-headed Gull that spent 8 consec- 
utive winters at the Stockton sewage ponds failed to return 
this fall; "It will be missed." (DGY). Regular surveys of Heer- 
mann's Gulls in Santa Cruz found the percentage of immatures 
to decrease steadily from 17% on Aug. 7 to 0.8% on Oct. 4 
(DLSu). A Thayer's Gull molting from 2nd-summer to 3rd- 
winter plumage at Bolinas Aug. 5-11 (SNGH, SWW) was a rare 
summer find. Modesto sewage ponds added two more gulls to 
the Stanislaus list. One Thayer's and two Glaucous-winged 
gulls were identified Nov. 9 (ph. fERC), and by Nov. 30 the 
numbers were reversed (ERC, fHMR, DGY, RAE). The period's 
only Glaucous Gull was an immature at American R., Sacra- 
mento, Nov. 29 (MJL). Counts of one to five Black-legged Kit- 

and a narrow •/e band across lhe chest. Photos/Rick Ha!lowell. 

tiwakes were obtained Nov. lq- over the length of the Region 
and included at least three adults. Sabine's Gulls were seen 

on most pelagic trips Aug. 2 to Nov. 1, with a peak of 430 over 
Bodega Canyon, Sonoma, Oct. 12 (RS, DLSh). Two strayed in- 
land to sewage ponds, an adult at Davis Sept. 12 (fide Gull) 
and a juvenile at Stockton Sept. 19 (DGY). Very late Sabine's 
Gulls were a juvenile at Pt. Pinos Nov. 9-10 (L. Jonsson), 
and adults at Monterey Nov. 10 and Pacific Grove Nov. 21 
(both BW). 

A juv. Corn. Tern brought yet another first Stanislaus record 
to Modesto sewage ponds Sept. 22-23 (ph. ERC, HMR). Of 700 
Arctic Terns offshore Sonoma & Marin Sept. 14, 500 were in 
one flock only 2 mi s.w. of Bodega Head (DLSh). The levees e. 
of Crittenden Marsh, Mountain View, hosted the only known 
major post-breeding concentration of Least Terns, at least Aug. 
20-Sept. 7 (m.ob.). The only coastal migrant that was seen for- 
aged at Santa Cruz Sept. 3 (DLSu). Three or four coastward 
Black Terns included one of the latest Regional records, Oct. 
30 at Scott Cr. mouth, Santa Cruz (GJS, RAE). The pair of ad. 
Black Skimmers was last seen, with one immature, on Oct. 12 
at the Tulare L. basin, Kings (RHG, GWG). 

A starving juv. Com. Murre aiTived at the mouth of Artesian 
Slough, Santa Clam, Aug. 24 {K. Hobson). Pigeon Guillemots 
produced no young this year in Santa Cruz (DLSu), like the 
failure at F.I. but unlike the success in Monterey. A pair of ad. 
Xantus' Murrelets guarding a fledgling 4 mi w. of Pt. Joe, Mon- 
terey, Aug. 8 (DLSh, fDLSu) provided strong evidence of the 
Regional nesting hypothesized last season. Many Xantus'/ 
Craveri's murrelets went unidentified, but up to four Xantus' 
and 10 Craveri's were listed in Monterey waters Aug. 9 to 
Sept. 27 (DLSh, m.ob.). At Cordell Bank, four Xantus' Sept. 14 
(DLSh) preceded eight Xantus' and Marin's first Craveri's Oct. 
12 (RS, DLSh). Far north were four Xantus' Murrelets offshore 
Humboldt Bay Sept. 20 (SWH et al.). Finally, one Xantus' and 
two Craveri's flew past Pt. Pinos during high winds Nov. 7 
(tDR). An Ancient MuiTelet in breeding plumage s.w. of Bodega 
Head Sept. 14 was early (JLD, DLSh). Santa Clara's "bird of 
the year" was a Cassin's Auklet on Shoreline L., Sept. 9 (•DLSu, 
fPLN, fDCu). Unexpectedly, Tufted Puffins were widely scat- 
tered from Humboldt to Monterey. 

CUCKOOS THROUGH WOODPECKERS--Unprece- 
dented in one fall were two Black-billed Cuckoos, the Region's 
6th (and first inland) at Mono Co. Park Aug. 29 (•DS), and an- 
other at the Big Sur R. mouth, Monterey, Oct. 2-4 (fDGe, tDR, 
fMJL et al.). A BaiTed Owl roosting in trees at Tule Lake N.W.R., 
Nov. 28-Dec. 6, furnished a Regional first away from the n. 
coastal ranges, indicating a possible new direction for the 
species' expansion into California (Lynn McCullough, ph. 
RE, m.ob.). 
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A Cam. Nighthawk at Santa Cruz Oct. 14 (tDLSu) set one of 
the latest records for the Region. A Cam. Poorwill found dying 
at Gasquet Sept. 21 (MM, fide ADB; *Humboldt State Univ.) 
provided De/Norte's 3rd record. Most astounding was Califor- 
nia's first Chuck-will's-widow, found "disabled" in a Half 
Moon Bay, San Mateo, road Oct. 16. Efforts to recuperate the 
sick bird, a female, failed Oct. 20. There appear to be no pre- 
vious reports w. of central Texas (W. Levett, fide SFB, *C.A.S.). 

An amazing report of two Broad-hilled Humminghirds at a 
Santa Cruz feeder Aug. 18 (tDLSu) was but the tip of the iceberg 
in a rather bizarre tale. A female, unreported to us, was first 
noticed Oct. 5-Nov. 8, 1985, returning June 15-August 1986 
(I. Britton). Another bird had been suspected, but was only 
identified (judged an imm. male, tDLSu) Aug. 18. This report 
raises some questions as to the origins of these birds that 
C.B.R.C. review will have to try to sort out. Then, a 3rd Broad- 
billed Hummingbird was found, an ad. male briefly noted at 
Ano Nuevo S.P., Oct. 19 (tMCM). Following close on last fall's 
island first, an imm. • Ruby-throated Hummingbird visited 
F.I., Sept. 12 {tPP) for a 3rd state and Regional record. Two tail 
feathers {*C.A.S.} and "double-checked" measurements were 
taken. Another 2nd F.I. record was provided by a Black- 
chinned Hummingbird Sept. 2-4. Notable among the late-lin- 
gering hummingbirds reported were a • Selasphorus in Stock- 
ton Nov. 24 to the end of the period {DGY et al.) and F.I.'s 6th 
Calliope Hummingbird Oct. 5-9. 

Lewis' Woodpeckers were widely reported. A total of 200+ 
flew past Pt. Diablo September to November {CLF), and reports 
of one to two were scattered along the coast from Humboldt 
to San Mateo. Single Red-naped Sapsuckers at Jasper Ridge, 
Santa Clara, Oct. 5 {fide Gull} and Mines Rd., Alameda, Nov. 
2-22 {JMD, fide tALE) were apparently returning winrefers 
from last year. 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH WRENS--A 3rd F.I. and 

state report of Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was of a bird mist- 
netted and watched Sept. 3-5 {tPP, details to C.B.R.C.). Reports 
of seven Least Flycatchers {four from Pt. Reyes, three from 
F.I.) Sept. 12-Oct. 23, followed the recent pattern. Eight Ham- 
mond's Flycatchers noted Sept. 18-Oct. 28 were regarded as 
"considerably above average" for F.I. {fide PH); four additional 
reports west of the Sierras {three coastal, one from the C.V.) 
were about twice the recent average. Nesting of W. Flycatcher 
in San Joaquin has never been confirmed, but was suggested 
by a pair feeding a fledged cowbird at Comanche Res., Aug. 
16 (DGY). 

The only E. Phoebe reports were the F.I. 6th and 7th, Oct. 
19 and Nov. 20. Of 13-14 coastal Tropical Kingbird reports 
Sept. 28-Nov. 20, one in Richmond, Contra Costa, Nov. 11-20 
(T. Koundakjian, fide Gull) would be a county first if docu- 
mented. Unusual along the coast, a Cassin's Kingbird was near 
Butano S.P., Nov. 18-21 (fide Gull). Four E. Kingbirds, at Zmu- 
dowski State Beach, Monterey, Aug. 15-18 (tMDa, tDLSu, ph. 
RFT), Mona Co. Park Aug. 30 (•GMcC, tMJL), Laguna Cr. marsh, 
Santa Cruz, Sept. 2 (DGe), and Pt. Reyes Sept. 7 (tJML et al.), 
were a bit above the recent average. 

Clark's Nutcrackers moved W in numbers unrivaled since 
1972-1973. At least six were seen at various spots between 
5000-6000 ft elevation in the Sierra N.F., Fresno, Sept. 2 to 
mid-September (JCL), described as "widespread early down- 
slope movement." A 6th Butte record came from Summit L., 
Sept. 11 (JHS), and by October birds had reached the coast, 
with 5 reports from Marin Oct. 4-Nov. 3. The incursion ex- 
tended as far west as F.I., with a 4th island record logged Oct. 
8-12, and one was south to Jack's Peak, Monterey, from before 
Nov. I to the end of the period (J. Taylor, tDR). Common Ravens 
continued to increase in San Mateo as evidenced by a flock of 
117+ along Upper Pescadero Rd., Oct. 31 (DLSu). 

A good flight of Red-breasted Nuthatches was noted along 
the central coast (135+ reported from Marin to Monterey) and 
in the C.V. (33+ from Butte to Stanislaus). The F.I. had one as 
early as Aug. 4, but first arrival dates at most other locations 

Sedge Wren at Fort Funston, Son Francisco, Cal., Oct. 24, 1986. 
Photo/Stephen F. Bailey. 

fell in the period Aug. 22-29. Brown Creepers joined the 
downslope movement. Twenty-two between Oct. 4 and Nov. 
i were "significantly above average" for F.I. (fide PH), at least 
three were found in Sacramento Oct. 11-Nov. 27 (TDM et al.), 
and it was "a better than normal fall for them" in San Joa- 
quin (DGY). 

The 3rd state and Regional record of Sedge Wren was fur- 
nished by a bird found skulking in ice plants and bush lupines 
at Ft. Funston, San Francisco Oct. 23-24 (tDDK, ph. tSFB, tJLD. 
tDAH, tJM et al.). 

KINGLETS THROUGH VIREOS -- Unlike other montane 

species on the move this fall, Golden-crowned Kinglets drew 
comment only from the C.V., where in "good numbers" in San 
Joaquin {DGY) and frequently encountered in Sacramento and 
Yolo {TDM}. Mountain Bluebirds also made down-mountain 
news. Impressive were 184 in Del Puerto Canyon, Stanislaus, 
Nov. 15 {HMR, SLR) and 50-70 near Patterson Pass, Alameda 
Nov. 15-22 {fide Gull}. Seven birds found coastally included 
an "above average" four on F.I., Oct. 12-Nov. 15, three on the 
latter date, and one on Cape Mendocino, Humboldt, Nov. 1 
{SDF). Two Townsend's Solitaires were at F.I., Oct. 4, but no 
other extralimitals were reported. A 9th F.I. Gray-cheeked 
Thrush was observed briefly Sept. 26 {tPP, tSNGH). This was 
the Region's first since 1979, but at a spot where 7 of 9 prior 
fall records have been logged, Sept. 12-Oct. 10. A Sage Thrasher 
at Crescent City Nov. 1 {MR, ADB et al.) was late that far north 
along the coast. 

Motacillids made quite a splash coastally. A Yellow Wagtail 
was reported at Crescen! City Sept. 12 {tADB, details to 
C.B.R.C.) for Del Norte's first and the Region's 5th, all on the 
outer coast Sept. 12-19. Red-throated Pipits were more widely 
reported than ever in one fall. The F.I. had its 3rd Sept. 24-27 
{tPP}, one to two were on Pt. Reyes Oct. 6-11 {tDDK, tRAE, 
tDAH, m.ob.), and Monterey's 2nd was at Moss Landing Oct. 
13-18 {JMD, tDR et al.). The 2nd F.I. and Regional Sprague's 
Pipit was a surprise birthday gift for the finder Oct. 10-11 
{tKH}. The bird was "photographed, sketched, and enjoyed 
from as close as 6 ft." 

A Bohemian Waxwing was reported from E1 Granada, San 
Mateo, Oct. 22 (fide Gull). Solitary Vireos reported as eastern 
types were on Pt. Reyes Sept. 12-13 (•JML, MJL, tPEL) and Oct. 
5 (DLSu), and at the Little Sur R. mouth, Monterey, Oct. 11 
(tDR). Individuals reported as plumbeus types were at Inverness 
Sept. 25 (RS) and near Nicasio Nov. 13 (JSL), both Marin. Ap- 
parently wintering cassini types were at Olema, Marin, Nov. 
21 (RS) and near Lodi Nov. 11-30+ (DGY et al.). Four Phila- 
delphia Vireos were reported, as follows: one at Fairhaven, 
Humboldt, Sept. 13-14 (JCB, •GSL, tLPL); two mist-netted at 
F.I., Sept. 12-15 (tPP) and Sept. 19-22 (tPP, *C.A.S.); and one 
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on Pt Reyes Sept 27 (iALE et al ) Seven Red-eyed Vireos along 
the coast Aug. 31-Sept. 23 were a bit above the recent fall 
average. A Monterey first "Yellow-green Vireo",at the Little 
Sur R. mouth Oct. 3 (tJML, tEDG) was only the 5th or 6th for 
the Region, all since 1978 in the period Oct. 3-30, but there 
have been single annual occurrences since 1984. 

WOOD WARBLERS -- Migration seemed early or on time 
for most species, including the "eastern" ones, of which inland 
observers found more than their usual share. A modest 14-17 

Tennessee Warblers Sept. 7-Nov. 10 were mostly early, only 
two being found after Sept. 28, which is usually around the 
median date for fall records. Single Virginia's Warblers were 
at the Carmel R. mouth, Monterey Sept. 21-22 (•GMcC, •JML, 
•DR et al.) and on F.I., Nov. 2. Among three N. Parulas Aug. 
28-Sept. 14 was Sacramento's 2nd, Aug. 28-Sept. 6 (•JML, 
tTDM, JTr). 

Of 13-14 coastal Chestnut-sided Warblers, a sparse turnout 
Sept. 3-Oct. 17, all but three were in September. Magnolia 
Warblers were also early, with half of 17-18 birds, Aug. 28- 
Oct. 28, reported by Sept. 7, prior to all "first fall arrival" dates 
since 1980. One inland at Modesto Sept. 13 (•HMR, ph. ERC) 
was Stanislaus' 2nd. For the 3rd fall in a row there was only 
one Cape May Warbler, at F.I., Oct. 11. Eight Black-throated 
Blue Warblers coastally Sept. 21-Nov. 9 was a typical showing. 
Black-throated Gray Warblers were quite numerous in the 
C V., Aug. 15 through the end of the period. Sacramento ob- 
servers reported 20+ (TDM et al.), and a peak of 18 was noted 
in Stanislaus Sept. 14 (HMR). At least 10 lingering to the end 
of the period Regionwide were noteworthy. Eight Townsend's 
Warbler reports in Sacramento Aug. 18-Oct. 9 (TDM et al.) 
were above average, but nine Nov. 23 and at least six through 
the end of November in Stanislaus were remarkable (HMR). 
All Blackburnian Warbler reports came from Inverness, with 
two to three Sept. 27-Oct. 10 (RS), and F.I., with three Sept. 
4-Oct. 10, save one from Fairhaven Oct. 22 (JCS). Exciting but 
brief views were had of F.I.'s 5th Yellow-throated Warbler Oct. 
21 (•SNGH). Eight to ten coastal Prairie Warblers Sept. 3-Oct. 
25 included Sonoma's 2nd at Bodega Bay on the latter date 
(RS, m.ob.). An estimated 96+ Palm Warblers along the coast 
Sept. 3 through the period's end was the best turnout since 
1983. A Bay-breasted Warbler was reported at Rodeo Lagoon, 
Marin, Sept. 28 (RS et al.). About 60 Blackpoll Warblers on the 
coast Sept. 4-Oct. 23 was a moderate total. 

Of 14-16 coastal Black-and-white Warblers Aug. 11-Nov. 
10, one on the former date set an early fall arrival record for 
F I A sparse 23+ Am. Redstarts Aug. 20-Oct. 23 included only 
one inland, at Sacramento Sept. 3-4 (BWb,•TDM). Three Pro- 
thonotary Warblers, at McKinleyville, Humboldt, Sept. 11-14 
(J Houck, •LPL, m.ob.), Pacific Grove Sept. 13-20 (D. Thomas, 
tDR, m.ob.), and Pt. Reyes Sept. 18-21 (ScC, RS, m.ob.), made 
a good showing. Observers tallied seven to eight coastal Oven- 
birds Sept. 7-Oct. 12. The 15-16 N. Waterthrushes found in- 
cluded two earliest-ever fall arrivals on F.I., Aug. 12 & 14, a 
3rd Butte record near Chico Aug. 28-29 (JHS), and one found 
dead at Davis Sept. 12 (ECB). Not surprisingly, the only Con- 
necticut Warblers were two netted at F.I., Sept. 12 (one *C.A.S.). 
Six Mourning Warblers made the Region's best fall total ever. 
Predictably, five were at F.I., Sept. 3, 10, & 12 (two birds), and 
Oct. 20 (•PP), and one was at the Carmel R. mouth Nov. 4 
(•DR). A Hooded Warbler was at Carmel Sept. 18 (RS, m.ob.). 
Four Canada Warblers Aug. 23-Oct. 5 was an average number, 
but one in Sacramento was Sacramento's first, Aug. 23-Sept. 
8 (GEw, •JML, •MJL, tTDM, m.ob.). As rarely seen in fall on 
the coast and the C.V. floor as are many "eastern" warblers, 
single Yellow-breasted Chats at Sacramento Aug. 30 (L. Brown) 
and Sept. 9 (TDM), near Lodi Sept. I (DGY), at Muir Beach, 
Marin, Aug. 24 (fide Gull), and on Pt. Reyes Sept. 8-12 (DLSu 
et al.) were worth noting. A single chat in the Yuba foothills 
Aug. 29 (PBS) and the "last of the season" at Summit City, 
Shasta, Sept. 10 (BVdM) were within the species' breeding 
range. 

TANAGERS THROUGH FRINGILLIDS -- Male Summer 

Tanagers were reported at Carmel Sept. 13 (JB, PhR, R. Doudiet) 
and Capitola, Santa Cruz, Sept. 23 (•DLSu). Of one dozen Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks Aug. 19-Oct. 26, only one was inland, near 
Lodi Sept. 25 (•DGY). Two Blue Grosbeaks were reported 
coastally, on Pt. Reyes Sept. 7-8 (fide Gull; JM, RAE, m.ob.) 
and F.I., Sept. 10. An "above average" nine Indigo Buntings 
were tallied at F.I., Aug. 13-Nov. 2, but there were only 3-4 
other coastal reports. The 5th F.I. Painted Bunting was netted 
Sept. 23 (•PP). A Dickcissel at Moss Beach Aug. 16 (•PJM), San 
Mateo's 2nd and the earliest ever in fall, was followed by one 
at F.I., Aug. 28. A Green-tailed Towhee at Salinas Nov. 4-Dec 
i (BHG) was late. A Cassin's Sparrow, F.I.'s 10th, was reported 
Sept. 22. Reports of single Am. Tree Sparrows came from Pt 
Reyes Sept. 7-11 (remarkably early--JML et al.) and Oct. 5 
(DLSu, fide Gull), as well as F.I., Oct. 28, and Albany Nov 9 
(Alameda's first--tDDK). A Chipping Sparrow at Janesville, 
Lassen, Nov. I (SJ, DS) was very tardy and far north. Clay- 
colored Sparrow reports numbered 18, all coastal Aug. 24- 
Nov. 1. The only Black-throated Sparrow reported, San ]oa- 
quin's first, was at the Stockton Sewage Ponds Nov. 16-28 (S 
Schaeffer, •DGY, MJL). A well-described juv. Le Conte's Spar- 
row netted Sept. 11-12 (•PP), and another banded Oct. 11 (de- 
tails not yet seen), furnished the 2nd and 3rd F.I. records, 
pending C.B.R.C. review. There are but a handful of records 
for the Region. Single Sharp-tailed Sparrows were noted at 
Palo Alto Baylands, Santa Clara, Nov. 4-30 (•SEF, •JM), Bolinas 
Lagoon Nov. 28 (tBDP), and overwintering at Arcata Oct. 22+ 
(Humboldt's first--fide RLeV). A good-sized, early influx of Fox 
Sparrows was commented on by a number of observers (DLSu, 
BVdM, BY, DGY, TDM). Also noted in good numbers were 19+ 
Swamp Sparrows Oct. 4-Nov. 23, all coastal but one at Mono 
L., Oct. 29 (SJ, fide DS), and 62+ White-throated Sparrows, all 
but a few on the coast. Five coastal Harris' Sparrows Nov. 2- 
26 was also slightly above average. Five possible "Pink-sided" 
Dark-eyed ]uncoes were reported Sept. 21-Nov. 30. Although 
some of these reports seem quite reasonable, caution is called 
for until the complexities of junco identification can be more 
thoroughly unraveled. A "Gray-headed Junco" was on Pt 
Reyes Oct. 20 (•DAH, DDK). 

Longspurs attracted a bit of attention this fall, most notably 
Alameda's first (and the Region's coastal 2nd) McCown's Long- 
spur at Hayward Oct. 17-24 (JSL, •RAE, •JM, •GMcC, m.ob.) 
Twelve+ Chestnut-collared Longspurs Oct. 5-Oct. 28, includ- 
ing a "very unusual" six on F.I., three at Hayward Oct. 14-17 
(R]R, RAE, ]SL) for Alameda's 2nd record, and one over the 
Cordell Bank Oct. 12 (fide DLSh), were interesting, as well. A 
Snow Bunting visited F.I., Nov. 10 (tPP). 

Bobolinks had an exceptional fall, with 30+ reports Aug 
10-Oct. 23. One of these was Alameda's first, at Fremont Oct 
18-19 (B. Chilson, EHa, m.ob.). Two Rusty Blackbirds were 
encountered, Mendocino's first at the Garcia R. mouth Oct. 13 
(•K. Wilson, DT), and one on F.I., Oct. 28. An Orchard Oriole 
on F.I., Aug. 14-15 provided the Region's earliest fall record, 
with 3 more reports coming from Pt. Reyes Sept. 21-Nov. 1 

Purple Finches were in "above average numbers" in Sac- 
ramento, San Joaquin, San Francisco, and on F.I., but not com- 
mented on elsewhere. Two o Cassin's Finches at ]ack's Peak 
Nov. 23 (•DR) were considered Monterey's "first acceptable 
records." There were scattered reports of Red Crossbills to the 
coast. One to two Lawrence's Goldfinches at Crescent City 
Sept. 9 (ADB) were the farthest northwest the species has been 
recorded (no Oregon records). Evening Grosbeaks made news 
throughout the Region, but reviews were mixed. "Huge num- 
bers" were noted throughout Siskiyou in late September (MR, 
RE et al.), staying through the period's end, and "100 per day" 
through September were at Westhaven, Humboldt (GSL). Sep- 
tember 27 saw the first of a season total 100+ pass Pt. Diablo 
(CLF), and Sept. 26 was the first date for one near Lodi (DGY) 
But 170+ for the season in Santa Cruz was considered "not 

exceptional" (DLSu), and numbers in San Joaquin "sputtered 
out, as none was seen in November" (DGY). None was reported 
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from Stanislaus (HMR), but 10-60 were "seen daily" in the 
Madera foothills to the south, Nov. 25-t- (JCL)! Then again, 
Evening Grosbeaks (and birds in general) wouldn't be as en- 
joyable if they were too predictable, would they? 

ADDENDA -- Editorial trimming of the belated Autumn 1985 
season report (AB 40:329-333) unfortunately removed all mention 
of the 2nd-largest irruption of Black-vented Shearwaters in recent 
Regional history. The Heermann's Gull at Stockton and the Thick- 
billed Murre should have been boldfaced. A Black-billed Cuckoo 
at F.I., Oct. 18, 1985 (tPP--P.R.B.O.), was the island's first and the 
Region's 5th. 

CITED CONTRIRUTORS (Sub-regional editors in bold- 
face)- Stephen F. Bailey, Alan D. Barron, Edward C. Beedy, 
George F. Binp, Irene Britton, William G. Bousman, Fred J. Broer- 
man, Lee Brown, Phyllis M. Browning, June Buntin, Eric R. Caine, 
Kurt F. Campbell, Scott Carey (ScC), Theodore A. Chandik, Bill 
Chilson, Bill Clark (BC), Neal E. Clark, Derek Currail (DCu), Mar- 
yann Danielson (MDa), J. Michael Danzenbaker, Bruce E. Deuel, 
Linda Doerfiinger, Ruth Doudiet, Jon L. Dunn, Alan M. Eisner, 
Arthur L. Edwards, Ray Ekstrom, Richard A. Erickson, Gil Ewing 
(GEw), Carter L. Faust, Leora R. Feeney, Shawneen E. Finnegan, 
Sam D. Fitton, Douglas George (DGe), Bruce H. Gerow, Greg W. 
Gerstenberg, Ron H. Gerstenberg, Peter Gottschling, Edward D. 
Greaves, Helen A. Green, Paul D. Green, Keith Hansen, Stan W. 
Harris, Syd Harrison (SHa), Edward Hase III (EHa), Kevin G. Hintsa, 
Kathy Hobson, Alice Hoch (AIH), David A. Holway, J. Houck. 

Steven N.G. Howell, Tom Johnson, Stuart Johnston, Lars Jonsson, 
Durrell D. Kapan, Theodore H. Koundakjian, Linda Kypta (LKy), 
Jeri M. Langham, Paul E. Lehman, Gary S. Lester, Lauren P. Lester, 
Ronald LeValley, William Levett, Mike J. Lippsmeyer, John C. 
Lovio, John S. Luther, Bill G. Manolis, Timothy D. Manolis, Guy 
McCaskie, Lynn McCullough, Peter J. Metropulos, Mike Morgan, 
Joseph Morlan, M. Moyer, Bob Mutchie (BMu), Paul L. Noble, 
Larry L. Norris, Point Reyes Bird Observatory, Benjamin D. Par- 
meter, Peter Pyle, Harold M. Reeve, Lori A. Rhodes, David C. Rice, 
Robert J. Richmond, Jean Richmond, Mike Robbins, Don Roberson, 
Terry Ronneberg, James A. Rooney, Philip Rostron (PhR), Peter B. 
Sands, Barry Sauppe, Steve Schaeffer, Donald E. Schmoldt, Debra 
L. Shearwater (DLSh), Dave Shuford, Jim H. Snowden, Jean Marie 
Spoelman, Paul F. Springer, Rich Stallcup, John C. Sterling, Gary 
J. Strachan, David L. Suddjian (DLSu), Steven D. SulT•ers, Chris 
Swarth (CSw), Jack Taylor, Doug Thomas, Robert F. Tintie, Dorothy 
Tobkin, John Trochet (JTr}, Kent Van Vuren, Bill Von der Mehden, 
Bruce Webb (BWb), Sophie W. Webb, Brian Weed, Jerry R. White, 
Katherine Wilson, David G. Yee, Bob Yutzy. Other observers were 
too numerous to list individually.--STEPHEN F. BAILEY (loons 
through pelicans, raptors, jaegers through alcids), Dept. of Or- 
nithology and Mammalogy, California Academy of Sciences, 
Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, CA 94118; ALAN D. BARRON 
(herons through waterfowl), 2460 Maciel Lane, Crescent City, 
CA 95531; RICHARD A. ERICKSON (rails through shorebirds), 
4407 Holt St., Union City, CA 94587; and TIMOTHY D. MANOLIS 
(cuckoos through fringi!!ids), 3532 Winston Way, Carmichael, 
CA 956O8. 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 

Guy McCaskie 

here were no unusual weather conditions in southern California this fall, the period being drier than normal, 
and lacking Santa Ana conditions. Numbers of migrant 
landbirds found along the coast and at inland "migrant 
traps" were about average and contained enough "va- 
grants" to maintain most birders' enthusiasm and interest. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- F.C.R. = Furnace Creek Ranch in Death 
Valley, Inyo Co.; L.A.C.N.H.M. = Los Angeles County Natural His- 
tory Museum; N.E.S.S. = north end of the Salton Sea, Riverside 
Co.; S.B.C.M. = San Bernardino County Museum; S.C.R.E. = Santa 
Clara River Estuary near Ventura, Ventura Co.; S.D.N.H.M. = San 
Diego Natural History Museum; S.E.S.S.: south end of the Salton 
Sea, Imperial County. As virtually all rarities found in s. California 
are seen by numerous observers, only the observer initially iden- 
tifying the bird is included. Documentation is on file with the 
California Bird Records Committee (c/o Don Roberson, 282 Grove 
Acre, Pacific Grove, CA 93950) for all rarities listed in this report, 
and records submitted without documentation are not published. 

LOONS THROUGH STORK- A Pacific Loon on L. Per- 

ris, Riverside Co., Nov. 19 (CMcG) was the only one found 
inland. Five Com. Loons on L. Palmdale in the Antelope Valley, 
Los Angeles Co., Sept. 28 (KLG) were early fall migrants, and 
16 on L. Cachuma, Santa Barbara Co., Nov. 12 (PEL) was a 
large number for an inland locality. Eleven Horned Grebes 
were forced down onto Weist L. near the S.E.S.S., Nov. 17 
(RHi) by stormy weather, and 35 on L. Perris Nov. 9 was a high 
count for an inland locality. 

A N. Fulmar off Morro Bay Aug, 5 (MC) had undoubtedly 
summered locally. Two Flesh-looted Shearwaters, rare in s. 
California waters, were found off Morro Bay Aug. 13 (MC). A 
Buller's Shearwater off San Diego Sept. 6 (JO) was in an area 
where few are found, but one off Ventura Nov. 9 (JSR) and 43 
off Morro Bay Sept. 28 (TME) were in waters where the species 
regularly occurs. A Short-tailed Shearwater off Ventura Nov. 
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9 (JSR) was the only one identified. A Black Storm-Petrel at 
N.E.S.S., Sept. 28 (JO'B) was the first ever to be found inland 
in California. Twelve Least Storm-Petrels off San Diego (some 
off n. Baja California) Sept. 7 (JLD) were the only ones reported, 
and based on the amount of time birders spent offshore it was 
clear that very few, if any, were present n. of San Diego. 

A flock of 200 Am. White Pelicans over Dana Pt., Nov. 2 
(LRH) was a large number for along the coast, but at the time 
of the year large numbers are moving S across the eastern part 
of the Region. Brown Pelican numbers remained higher than 
normal throughout the period on the Salton Sea, with more 
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than 50 still present at the end of November (GMcC); large 
numbers were along the coast during most of the fall, with 
some impressive concentrations reported, such as the 2500 on 
the Marina del Rey breakwater Oct. 19 (KLG). The ad. Oli- 
vaceous Cormorant at N.E.S.S. during the summer was last 
seen Aug. 24 (RHi). The only Magnificent Frigatebird was an 
immature at S.E.S.S., Aug. 20 (RHi). 

An imm. Little Blue Heron in Goleta Aug. 17-Sept. 16 (BA) 
and another at Balsa Chica Aug. 17-Sept. 13 (JS) were the only 
ones found away from s. San Diego Bay, where up to three 
adults and one immature were present throughout the period. 
The only Tricolored Heron to be found was a wintering adult 
in Imperial Beach Nov. 6+ (D & MH). Four Reddish Egrets 
appeared in the San Diego area with an immature at the mouth 
of the Tijuana R., Sept. 4+ (CGE) joined by an adult Nov. 8 
(GMcC), another adult, the bird known to have spent the past 
4 winters on s. San Diego Bay, back Oct. 13-t- (NBB), and an 
immature in Del Mar Nov. 16+ (JO'B), being more than nor- 
mally expected. The ad. Wood Stork found in the Prado Basin, 
Riverside Co., in July was present through Aug. 25 (LRH). 

WATERFOWL -- A flock of 38 Fulvous Whistling-Ducks 
near Brawley Oct. 12 (RHi) was a large number for this day 
and age. Five Tundra Swans on Morro Bay Nov. 24 (RC), an- 
other there Nov. 30 (GPS), and four on L. Cachuma Nov. 22+ 
(GT) were the only ones reported, and indicate the normal 
time of arrival of wintering birds in s. California. A flock of 45 
Greater White-fronted Geese flying S over Pt. Lama Sept. 29 
(REW) was a little early and a large number for along the coast. 
The "Cackling" Canada Goose is a rare late fall and early winter 
visitant to s. California, hence three with 125 Canada Geese 
at Castaic Dam, Los Angeles Co., Nov. 28-29 (JLD), two with 
1000 Canada Geese over Encino Nov. 29 (JLD), and seven with 
80 Canada Geese in Huntington Beach Nov. 8 (RAH) were all 
of interest. Two of the endangered "Aleutian" Canada Geese 
were also with the 125 Canada Geese at Castaic Dam Nov. 28- 
29 (JLD). A/• Eur. Wigeon on Morro Bay Oct. 25-26 (VP) was 
the earliest to be found this fall, and at least 12 were known 
to be present in the Region by the end of the period. A • Tufted 
Duck on Quail L., Los Angeles Co., Nov. 25+ (AS) is believed 
to be the same bird seen here off and on during the past 8 
winters. A Greater Scaup in San Simeon, San Luis Obispo Co., 
Sept. 12 (TME) had undoubtedly summered locally, one in 
Santa Barbara Sept. 27-Oct. 8 (PEL) was an exceptionally early 
fall migrant, and one at F.C.R., Nov. 15-19 (DRW) was at an 
unusual locality. A • Harlequin Duck at Balsa Chica Oct. 25+ 
(CH) was undoubtedly the same bird seen here off and on since 
December 1984. Up to two Black Scoters, quite rare in recent 
years, were on Morro Bay Nov. 27+ (GPS) and another was 
at Pt. Mugu, Ventura Co., Nov. 22 (LB); these were the only 
ones found. An imm. Surf Scoter at N.E.S.S., Nov. 22 (EAC), 
another in El Centro Nov. 15 (RHi), and five males on nearby 
Weist L., Nov. 17 (RHi), along with a White-winged Scoter on 
L. Perris Nov. 19 (CMcG), were the only scoters found inland. 

RAPTORS- An imm. Mississippi Kite at Oasis Aug. 30 
(GMcC} was only the 4th fall migrant ever to be found in 
California. An imm. Bald Eagle over the Plano Trabuco, Orange 
Co., Nov. 29 (CMa) was evidently a migrant moving S close to 
the coast and was in an area where now considered exceed- 
ingly rare. An imm. N. Goshawk in Tecopa Oct. 13 (iT) was 
in the n.e. corner of the Region where small numbers probably 
occur each fall and winter. Red-shouldered Hawks are now 
found annually as post-breeding wanderers at such localities 
as Deep Springs and F.C.R. in extreme e. Inyo County, and are 
starting to be found with regularity in the Imperial Valley in 
s.e. California, with an adult in Brawley Aug. 26+ (RHi), sug- 
gesting this species may be expanding its California range 
eastward. An imm. Broad-winged Hawk over Pt. Loma Sept. 
28 (JO'B} was the only one found this fall. A flock of 28 Swain- 
son's Hawks near Bakersfield Sept. 5 (MOC) and six over Red- 
lands Sept. 12 (RMcK) indicate small numbers still pass through 
this Region during migration, although this is a drastic reduc- 

tion in numbers from those encountered 25 years ago; an adult 
near Pauma Valley, San Diego Co., Nov. I (CGE) was not only 
late, but also along the coastal slope where now considered 
casual at best. Zone-tailed Hawks were present around the 
nest site on Hot Springs Mt., San Diego Co., through Aug. 10 
(DK), one seen over Vista Sept. 13-25 (CW) was apparently the 
same bird which has wintered in this area for the past 4 years, 
and another at the Plano Trabuco Nov. 28+ (JLD) was un- 
doubtedly the same bird present here last winter. A Rough- 
legged Hawk near S.E.S.S., Nov. 8 (RHi) was far to the south 
and the only one reported. An ad. Golden Eagle near Brawley 
Sept. 30-Nov. 4 (RHi) was one of a very few ever to be found 
in the Imperial Valley. 

CRANES, SHOREBIRDS -- A Sandhill Crane at the Goose 
L. Ponds near Wasco, Kern Co., Sept. 14 (RHa} was exception- 
ally early, and 300 were there Oct. 19+ {MAC}; 11 near Needles 
Nov. 12 (TlVO were the only others reported away from known 
wintering localities. With the potential splitting of the Lesser 
Golden-Plover into two species, more observers are attempting 
to identify these birds to "race", the gray birds being called 
dominica and the yellow birds fulva; however, we still have 
much to learn about the variation in the plumage coloration 
of these two "races", and the characters we can rely on to 
separate them. At least 18 birds considered dominica were 
found along the coast between Sept. 26 and Nov. 28, along 
with one near Rosamond, Kern Co., Aug. 29 (]LD) and six at 
S.E.S.S., Oct. 26 (REW) being inland. In addition, 35 birds (in- 
cluding a flock of 22 near Santa Maria, Santa Barbara Co.) felt 
to be fulva, the only form known to winter in California, were 
at various points along the coast after Sept. 12. Fifty Snowy 
Plovers at Harper Dry Lake, San Bernardino Co., Oct. 2 (EAC) 
was a large concentration for an inland locality. A Solitary 
Sandpiper near Oxnard Oct. 21 (JSR) was late, and another in 
Tapia Park near Malibu Nov. 20-27 (KLG) was exceptionally 
late. A Red Knot on the Kern N.W.R., Kern Co., Sept. 14 (MAC) 
and another near Lancaster, Los Angeles Co., Oct. 4 ( J & ES) 
were the only two found inland away from the Salton Sea. 
Likewise, a Sanderling near Lancaster Aug. 8 (NBB), four more 
there Oct. 5 (KLG), and another on nearby L. Palmdale the 
same day (KLG) were also the only ones found inland away 
from the Salton Sea. As is now expected there was a movement 
of juv. S emipalmated Sandpipers through the Region in August 
and early September with 20_+ reported between Aug. 4 and 
Sept. 7; one well-studied near Santa Maria Oct. 30 (PEL) was 
exceptionally late, the previous latest record being of one in 
the same area Oct. 19, 1980 (AB 35:226). A Pectoral Sandpiper 
in Goleta Nov. 9-11 (CDB) was the latest this fall. A juv. Sharp- 
tailed Sandpiper, a casual straggler to s. California, was on 
Upper Newport Bay Oct. 13-14 (DD, ph. AS). A Rock Sandpiper 
at Avila Beach, San Luis Obispo Co., Oct. 31+ (CMa) was un- 
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Juvenile Sharp-tailed Sandpiper at Upper Newport Bay, Cal., 
Oct. 14, 1986. Photo/Arnold Small. 
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Albino dowitcher (probably Long-billed) with a flock of Long-billed Dowitchers near Chino, San Bernardino Co., Cal., Sept. 22, 1986. 
Photo/Henry Childs. 

doubtedly the same bird that was present here last winter. A 
Stilt Sandpiper in San Luis Obispo Oct. 7 (ph. GPS), up to six 
at Pt. Mugu, Ventura Co., Oct. 12-Nov. 16 (JSR), and another 
in Long Beach Aug. 31-Sept. 6 (BN) were all along the coast 
where considered very rare to casual. A Buff-breasted Sand- 
piper, very rare in Californ/a, was near Imperial Beach Oct. 
11 (Rlv0. Ruffs were more numerous than usual with as many 
as seven near Santa Mafia between Aug. 31 and Oct. 17 (DRW, 
CDB) including four together Oct. 6 (KJZ), one in Anaheim 
Sept. 5-12 (DRW), one on Batiquitos Lagoon, San Diego Co., 
Sept. 4-13 (REW), another near Imperial Beach Sept. 13 (GMcC), 
and the returning male on San Diego Bay Aug. 17+ (•O'B) all 
being along the coast, and single birds near Norco, San Ber- 
nardino Co., Aug. 22 (LRFO, at S.E.S.S., Aug. 3 (•O), and in E1 
Centro Nov. 4+ (RHi) being inland. A Corn. Snipe near Santa 
Maria Aug. 2 (GPS) was an early migrant. 

JAEGERS THROUGH ALCIDS -- Up to six Parasitic Jae- 
gers a day were to be seen on the Salton Sea between Sept. 16 
and Oct. 27, but the species went unreported anywhere else 
inland. Three S. Polar Skuas 20 mi off Morro Bay Sept. 28 (JLD) 
were in an area where probably regular at this time of the 
year. A Laughing Gull in E1 Centro Nov. 15-26 (RHi) was quite 
late. Seven Franklin's Gulls, all first-year birds, along the coast 
between Santa Mafia and Anaheim between Sept. 23 and Nov. 
23, along with one more near Lancaster Oct. 4-15 (JKA, ph. 
SVW), was about average for this time of year. One to two 

Heermann's Gulls, casual inland, were at N.E.S.S., Aug. 3-9 
(MAP), another was there Sept. 28 (GMcC), and a 4th was at 
S.E.S.S., Aug. 23-25 (JO'B). A juv. Mew Gull on Pt. Loma Aug. 
30 (REW) was remarkably early. A Herring Gull near Santa 
Maria Sept. 23 (JLD) was the earliest this fall. Unexpected was 
an ad. Lesser Black-backed Gull, only the 3rd ever to be found 
in California, at N.E.S.S., Sept. 14-Oct. 5 (ph. RHi), and what 
was felt to be the same bird at S.E.S.S., Oct. 25 (RHi). Western 
Gulls continue to be found on the Salton Sea, where up until 
recently considered accidental, with a juvenile photographed 
at Salton City Aug. 15 (DH), an adult there Sept. 16 (REW), and 
a first-year bird there Sept. 28-Oct. 3 (GMcC). One or two 
Glaucous-winged Gulls, rare far inland, were at S.E.S.S., Nov. 
2+ (RHi). The Glaucous Gull that spent the summer at N.E.S.S. 
was still present Nov. 8 (CMa). Three ad. Sabine's Gulls were 
found inland, where considered casual, with one on the Goose 
L. Ponds near Wasco Sept. 14 (RHa), another near Lancaster 
Sept. 21-28 (JLD), and the 3rd on Baldwin L. in the San Ber- 
nardino Mts., Aug. 21 (BSK); one off Montana de Oro S.P., Nov. 
28 (ISR) was exceptionally late. An Arctic Tern in San Luis 
Obispo Aug. 13 (ph. GPS) was slightly oiled and another near 
Santa Maria Sept. 23 (PEL) had a slightly iniured wing; a full 
adult at N.E.S.S., Oct. 3 (REW) provided the first true inland 
occurrence in s. California in fall. A Black Tern at S.E.S.S., 
Nov. 2 (GMcC) and another at Dana Pt., Nov. 25 (LRH) were 
both late. A Black Skimmer in Carpinteria Oct. 12 (JC) was 
the only one found north of the S.C.R.E.; this species is now 

First-winter Franklin's Gull at Santa Barbara, Cal., Oct. 13, 1986. 
Photo/Paul Lehman. 

Ancient Murrelet on Newport Bay, Cal., Nov. 12, 1986. Photo/ 
lames Gallagher. 
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found regularly along the coast at suitable locations north to 
S C R.E., being common around San Diego and Bolsa Chlca. 

A Pigeon Guillemot in Carpinteria Nov. 5 (PEL) was a little 
to the south of the species' normal range on the coast, and 
somewhat late for along the immediate coast, this species ev- 
idently moving far out to sea or northward in winter. Two 
Marbled Murrelets off San Simeon Sept. 13-14 (CMa) and an- 
other off nearby Cayucos Nov. 12 (TME) were at the s. limit 
of the species' range. An Ancient Murrelet in Newport Harbor 
Nov 10-12 (DRW, ph. JRG), another at the nearby Newport 
Pier Nov. 10-23 (CMcG), and a third on San Diego Bay Nov. 
26 (D & MH) were all far to the south of the species' normal 
range. 

DOVES THROUGH WOODPECKERS- A White-winged 
Dove in San Simeon Oct. 12 (GPS) was the northernmost of 
the 15+ found along the coast. A Yellow-billed Cuckoo, now 
casual to accidental on the coast, was in Carpinteria Sept. 18- 
25 (PEL). A Groove-billed Ani near Seeley, Imperial Co., Oct. 
25 (PU) was the 3rd ever to be found in California. A recently- 
dead Flammulated Owl found on a road through the Granite 
Mts, San Bernardino Co., Oct. 10 (EAC, *S.B.C.M.) was un- 
doubtedly a migrant, since the location is far from suitable 
breeding habitat. A Great Horned Owl at Finney L. near 
S E S S., Aug. 10 (JLD) was felt to be a migrant, because the 
species is believed extirpated as a nesting bird in the Imperial 
Valley. Every year a few Com. Poorwills are found away from 
areas of normal occurrence during October, suggesting October 
is the peak period for migration, and this year was no exception 
with 10 reported between Oct. 8 & 25 including one on a shop- 
ping center parking lot in W. Los Angeles Oct. 9 (BP), one on 
the Santa Monica Pier Oct. 23 (KLG), and another in the Braw- 
ley Cemetery Oct. 17-19 (PEL). Two Black Swifts over the 
Prado Basin Aug. 14 (LRH) were the only ones reported. A • 
Broad-billed Hummingbird, a rare to casual straggler to Cali- 
forma, was in Oceanside Sept. 23-24 (TK). A minor influx of 
Lewis' Woodpeckers moved into s. California as indicated by 
such concentrations as 15 moving through Oak Springs Valley 
along the n.e. edge of the San Gabriel Mts., San Bernardino 
Co, Sept. 29 (WDW), and 15 on W. Big Pine Mt., Santa Barbara 
Co, Nov. 13 (IS), along with such reports as five in Goleta Sept. 
26 (AB), two at Iron Mt. Pump Station in e. San Bernardino 
Co, Oct. 4 (EAC), and two in Tapia Park near Malibu Oct. 
27 (AS). 
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With the splitting of the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and 
Red-naped Sapsucker, there is increased interest in 
identifying and reporting birds out of range. Yellow-bel- 
lied Sapsuckers are believed to be casual stragglers to 
California at best, yet five were reported, including adult 
males near Oxnard Oct. 3 (JSR) and at Morongo Valley 
Oct. 4 (CMcG), and an immature at F.C.R., Oct. 9 (JLD). 
However, there are hybrids, and every sapsucker lacking 
red on the nape may not necessarily be a Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker. I feel we are going to have to learn exactly 
what plumage characters are diagnostic before we can 
report Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers with certainty, and 
determine their true status in California. 

A Red-naped Sapsucker near San Marcos Pass behind Santa 
Barbara Nov. 5 (SB) and another in Montana de Oro S.P., Oct. 
10+ (KJZ) were both a little to the n.w. of the species' normal 
range in s. California. A • Williamson's Sapsucker at the 
Schulman Grove in the White Mts., Aug. 7 (JLD) was in an 
area where breeding is unrecorded, and was therefore consid- 
ered an early migrant; a female in Kelso, San Bernardino Co., 
Oct• 5 (EAC, *S.B.C.M.), another female near Victorville, San 
Bernardino Co., Oct. 12 (RMcK, *L.A.C.N.H.M.), and a male 
on the Palos Verdes Peninsula, Los Angeles Co., Oct. 31-Nov. 
8 (AS) were all at most unusual localities. A Downy Wood- 
pecker at Mojave Oct. 10 (JLD) was far out into the desert, but 

not as unexpected as the • White-headed Woodpecker at the 
same location on the same date (JLD). 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH THRUSHES--A Greater 

Pewee in San Diego Nov. 23+ (EC) was undoubtedly the same 
bird present at this very location all of last winter. A W. Wood- 
Pewee in Oceano Oct. 18 (BS) was late, and another wood- 
pewee in nearby Los Osos Oct. 21 (CMa) was possibly an E 
Wood-Pewee based on call. A Willow Flycatcher in Huntington 
Beach Nov. 12-16 (LRH) was exceptionally late. Four Least 
Flycatchers were found along the coast with single birds in 
Carpinteria Oct. 16 (JLD), Anaheim Sept. 16-18 (DRW), on Pt 
Loma Sept. 27-28 (REW), and in Coronado Oct. 10 (EC) for an 
average number for fall. Three E. Phoebes, a very rare to casual 

ß straggler to California, were reported with one inland in Braw- 
ley Oct. 12-14 (RHi), and single birds along the coast at Malibu 
Oct. 12-Nov. 1 (RS) and Long Beach Oct. 25 (BED). Up to three 
Vermilion Flycatchers near Imperial Beach Sept. 22+ (DPo) 
were the only ones found along the coast. Tropical Kingbirds 
were exceptionally scarce with an exceptionally early bird in 
Goleta Sept. 5 (HR) followed by another there Oct. 26+ (CDB), 
one in Santa Barbara Nov. 11-28 (JH), and a 4th at Pt. Mugu 
Oct. 12 (JSR) being the only ones found. A Thick-billed King- 
bird near Tustin Nov. 9+ (LRH) was undoubtedly the same 
bird that had spent the past 4 winters at this location. Six E 
Kingbirds were found along the coast with one at Arroyo de 
la Cruz, San Luis Obispo Co., Aug. 24 (K & JH), another in 
Gaviota, Santa Barbara Co., Sept. 1 (CDB), single birds in Goleta 
Sept. 6-13 (MH) and Sept. 16 (Roll), another in Huntington 
Beach Sept. 10 (JLD), and the 6th at San Elijo Lagoon, San 
Diego Co., Sept. 28-Oct. I (CGE). An ad. Scissor-tailed Fly- 
catcher, a casual straggler to California, near Imperial Beach 
Aug. 17-Oct. 19 (GMcC) arrived in worn summer plumage, 
molted into fresh winter plumage, and moved on. 

More than the average number of Red-breasted Nuthatches 
were found in the coastal lowlands and s.e. deserts, indicating 
a movement of these birds into the Region, with individuals 
at Morro Bay Aug. 18 (JMcD) and Harper Dry Lake Sept. 3 
(EAC) being the earliest. Only a few were still present at the 
end of the period. Brown Creepers also appeared in the coastal 
lowlands and s.e. deserts during late October and early No- 
vember. One of six present around Brawley Nov. 14-19 (RHi) 
was collected Nov. 19 (PU *S.D.N.H.M.) and found to be amer- 
icana, a race not normally found west of Texas in winter, and 
previously unrecorded in California. A Cactus Wren at Scotty's 
Castle in Death Valley Oct. 26 (RM) was north of the species' 
normal range. A slight movement of Winter Wrens brought 
individuals to the coastal lowlands and desert oases, with one 
in La Jolla Nov. 18-19 (JM) and another in Whitewater Canyon, 
Riverside Co., Oct. 18 (DCH) being the southernmost. Golden- 
crowned Kinglets were also on the move during October and 
November, getting as far south as the Mexican border along 
the coast. One at Mojave Sept. 21 (JLD) was a little early for 
such a locality, and two in Blythe Nov. 9 (AME) along with 
three to four in Brawley Nov. 1-25 (RHi) were far to the south- 
east. 

Forty-five Mountain Bluebirds on Santa Rosa I., Nov. 11-14 
(PWC) and 30 on the Plano Trabuco Nov. 10 (BED) were high 
numbers for the coast. Four Townsend's Solitaires found 

around San Diego between Oct. 9 & 22 (EC, REW) were unusual 
for the immediate coast. A Gray-cheeked Thrush seen on Pt 
Loma Oct. I (REW) was the first ever to be reported in s. Cal- 
ifornia, but disappeared before other interested birders arrived 
on the scene. A Wood Thrush, casual to accidental in Califor- 
nia, was at F.C.R., Nov. 15 (BED, ph. DRW), and was the first 
to be found inland in California. A scattering of Varied 
Thrushes brought individuals south to Kelso Oct. 12 (CMcG) 
and Pt. Loma Nov. 2-6 (B & MMcI). 

THRASHERS THROUGH VIREOS -- A Gray Catbird, a 
casual straggler to California, was photographed in Tecopa Oct 
3-8 (JT) and another was present on Pt. Loma Oct. 16-23 (REW) 
A Brown Thrasher in Morongo Valley Nov. 27 (SP) and another 
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on Pt Loma Sept. 21 (JRM) were the only ones found this fall 
Red-throated Plp•ts were again found along the coast with the 
first near Santa Maria Oct. 5-6 (PEL), one in Goleta Oct. 14- 
15 (TEW), another rather late bird there Nov. 4-15 (PEL), and 
up to three near Imperial Beach Oct. 14-Nov. 2 (RM). Up to 
five Sprague's Pipits were found in alfalfa fields just n. of Nee- 
dles Nov. 2+ (EAC) and another was seen at Brawley Nov. 29 
(GMcC); this species is proving to occur regularly in California 
in small numbers during fall and winter. 

A Bell's Vireo in Brawley Nov. 10+ (RM) was apparently 
wintering at that locality. A Gray Vireo at Harper Dry Lake 
Sept. 3 (AM) was one of a very few ever to be found away from 
known breeding localities. A Yellow-throated Vireo, a casual 
straggler to California, was in Huntington Beach Oct. 23-Nov. 
I (DRW). A Philadelphia Vireo in Carpinteria Oct. I (TEW) 
was the long-awaited first for Santa Barbara County. A Red- 
eyed Vireo at Morro Bay Sept. 21 (GPS) was the only one re- 
ported; this species is certainly scarcer in s. California today 
than it was 20 years ago. 

WOOD WARBLERS -- This was a better-than-average fall 
for seeing numbers and variety of wood warblers in s. Cali- 
fornia, with all the regularly-occurring species being relatively 
numerous, and a total of 39 species being recorded. Twenty- 
two Tennessee Warblers along the coast between Sept. i and 
the end of the period was about average, as was 12 Virginia's 
Warblers in the same area between Aug. 27 and Oct. 5. A 
Lucy's Warbler in Del Mar Oct. 4 (EM) was the only one found. 
The summering N. Parula in Santa Barbara remained through 
Sept. 27 (CDB); single fall vagrants were at Refugio State Beach 
Oct. I (PEL), in Santa Barbara Sept. 17-29 (PEL), near Oxnard 
Sept. 11 (JSR), in Irvine Oct. 22 (DRW), near Imperial Beach 
Oct. 15-23 (GMcC), and inland near Blythe Nov. 28-29 (PEL) 
and at Brock Ranch, Imperial Co., Nov. 28 (RMcK), and an 
exceptionally long-staying bird was in Oceano Aug. 3+ (BS). 
Seven Chestnut-sided Warblers were found along the coast 
between Sept. 7 and Oct. 25 and an 8th was inland at Brock 
Ranch Nov. 30 (RMcK); one in Brawley Nov. 9+ (CMa) was 
undoubtedly the same bird found wintering here a year ago. 
Single Magnolia Warblers were at Oceano Sept. 5-6 (TME), in 
Santa Barbara Sept. 21-29 (PEL), in Huntington Beach Sept. 
9-10 (LRH), on Pt. Loma Sept. 5 & 28 (REW) and Oct. 12 (BED), 
and inland at Seeley Oct. 25 (RHi). A • Cape May Warbler, a 
species that has become remarkably scarce in California during 
the past 5 years, was in Tapia Park near Malibu Oct. 26 (CB). 
Three Black-throated Blue Warblers were found with a male 
near Tecopa Oct. 18 (DG), a female in Yucca Valley Oct. 7 
(CMcG), and another female in Huntington Beach Oct. 15-31 
(BED). Seven Black-throated Green Warblers were more than 
expected with one in Los Osos Oct. 10-Nov. i (TME) and six 
around San Diego between Sept. 22 and Oct. 25. 

Seven Blackburnian Warblers were found with single birds 
in Oceano Oct. 5-12 (CMa), in Santa Barbara Oct. 6 (JLD), near 
Oxnard Sept. 28-Oct. 1 (TEW), in Tapia Park Nov. 15-23 (NBB), 
on Pt. Loma Sept. 6 (REW), and near Imperial Beach Oct. 12 
(REW) and Oct. 15-23 (FB). A Yellow-throated Warbler, one 
of the rarer vagrants to reach California, was in Montana de 
Oro S.P., Sept. 7-8 (TME) and another was at Torrey Pines S.P. 
near San Diego Oct. 8-9 (JO'B). It was certainly an exceptional 
fall for Pine Warblers with a female in Montana de Oro S.P., 
Oct. 26-27 (TME), a male at Gayiota Oct. 30 (PEL), a female 
there Nov. 1 (TEW), a male near Imperial Beach Oct. 15 (GMcC), 
and a male and female together there Nov. 8 (EC), to give us 
an unprecedented six individuals. Six Prairie Warblers were 
found with single birds in Morro Bay S.P., Sept. 3 (TME) & 10 
(GPS), one at Montana de Oro S.P., Sept. 5-9 (GPS), another in 
Oceano Oct. 13 (SF), and one on Pt. Loma Sept. 2-5 (REW) 
being along the coast, and the 6th being inland at L. Palmdale 
Sept. 28 (KLG). Twenty-seven Palm Warblers were found along 
the coast after Sept. 26, and three more were seen inland, where 
much rarer, with one at Panamint Springs, Inyo Co., Oct. 26 
(GMcC), another at S.E.S.S., Oct. 11 (RHi), and the 3rd in Braw- 
ley Oct. 22 (RHi). A Bay-breasted Warbler in Oceano Oct. 17- 

18 (WC) was the only one found. Blackpoll Warblers were also 
quite numerous with 35_+ along the coast between Sept. 9 and 
Oct. 25, and three more inland, with very early birds at Deep 
Springs, Inyo Co., Aug. 30 (GMcC) and California City, Kern 
Co., Sept. I (JWi), and the third also in California City Sept 
21 (NBB). A Cerulean Warbler on Pt. Loma Sept. 13 (REW) was 
only the 8th ever to be found in s. California. 

Single Prothonotary Warblers, casual vagrants to California, 
were at Oceano Oct. 17-22 (KJZ), in Long Beach Oct. 16-25 
(BED), on Pt. Loma Sept. 20-21 (REW), and near Imperial Beach 
Oct. 22 (JWa). The only Ovenbirds reported were a dead bird 
near Santa Maria Sept. 29 (MB), single birds on Pt. Loma Oct 
12-14 (DPa) & 26 (MAP), and a 4th inland at F.C.R., Oct 26 
(GMcC). A • Kentucky Warbler in La Crescenta, Los Angeles 
Co., Sept. 11-Oct. 18 (CMu) was the 23rd to be found in s 
California. Two Mourning Warblers were reported with one 
at Montana de Oro S.P., Sept. 7 (JMcD) and the other near 
Oxnard Sept. 27 (AS), there now being 23 records for this spe- 
cies in s. California. A • Hooded Warbler, rarer in fall than in 
spring, was in Del Mar Oct. 11-13 (RM). A Canada Warbler, 
another of the rarer vagrants to reach California, was in Mon- 
tana de Oro S.P., Sept. 14-17 (GPS), another was in Oceano 
Sept. 5 (CDB), a 3rd was at Gaviota Oct. 17-20 (EAC), a 4th 
was accompanying the Hooded Warbler in Del Mar Oct. 10- 
13 (EM), and a 5th was in nearby La Jolla Oct. 23 (JO'B) A 
Painted Redstart, always a colorful find, was at Torrey Pines 
S.P., Oct. 6 (SW), single birds were on Pt. Loma Sept. I (FD) 
and Sept. 29-30 (CGE), and a 4th was inland at Morongo Valley 
Oct. 7-9 (SVW). 

TANAGERS THROUGH LONGSPURS- A • Hepatic 
Tanager in Irvine Nov. 17+ (DRW) was undoubtedly the same 
bird found at this location during the past 2 winters. Fifteen 
or so Summer Tanagers along the coast was about average, 
one in California City Nov. 16 (ph. JWi), a female in Brawley 
Nov. 10 (GMcC), and a male there Nov. 14 (RHi) furnished 
interesting records from inland. A Scarlet Tanager, very rare 
in s. California, was on the Palos Vetdes Peninsula Oct. 30- 
Nov. I (BED), another was in Del Mar Oct. 11 (JO'B), one was 
on Pt. Loma Oct. 19 (REW), and a 4th was inland at Thousand 
Palms Oasis Oct. 3 (JLD). Twenty-five or so Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks were reported from along the coast, but one at F.C R, 
Oct. 9 (JLD) was the only one found inland. Indigo Buntings 
were scarcer than usual with only eight reported. A Painted 
Bunting, casual to accidental in California, was at Gayiota Sept 
I (CDB) and a second was found on San Clemente I., Sept 9 
(LS). Four Dickcissels, rarer today than 20 years ago, were 
found, with single birds in Goleta Sept. 26-27 (PEL), Oct 
1-3 (JLD), and Oct. 15 (JLD), and the 4th on Pt. Loma Oct 
4-7 (FD). 

The only Am. Tree Sparrow found this fall was one Nov 15 
at F.C.R. (BED), an area where small numbers undoubtedly 
occur regularly. Ten Clay-colored Sparrows along the coast 
between Oct. 4 and Nov. 8 was about average, but one at Scot- 
ty's Castle in Death Valley Aug. 31 (GMcC) was exceptionally 
ear]y, and another at nearby Mesquite Springs Oct. 26 (JO'B) 
was the only other one found inland. A Black-throated Sparrow 
in Carpinteria Sept. 10 (PEL) and another near Malibu Oct 27 
(MCL) were along the coast where considered casual, and one 
at Finney L. near S.E.S.S., Aug. 10 (JLD) was in an area where 
very few have been found. The only Lark Buntings reported 
were one near B]ythe Nov. 29 (PEL) and another on San Cle- 
mente I., Sept. 9 (ph. LS). Single Grasshopper Sparrows in Go]eta 
Sept. 14 (HR) and Oct. 24 (PEL), a 3rd on Pt. Loma Oct. 30-31 
(REW), and a 4th near Blythe Nov. 29 (PEL) were away from 
known nesting localities. A Sharp-tailed Sparrow, very rare in 
California, was at Morro Bay S.P., Nov. 2 (LT). Only seven 
Swamp Sparrows were reported, all in November. Up to seven 
Harris' Sparrows were present at F.C.R., Oct. 9-Nov. 29, but 
one near Lancaster Nov. 14 (NBB) was the only one found 
away from Furnace Creek Ranch. A McCown's Longspur on 
the Plano Trabuco Nov. 28+ (JLD) was the first to be found m 
Orange County. The only Lapland Longspurs found this fall 
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Summer Tanager at California City, Cal., Nov. 16, 1986. Note 
that this fresh-plumaged bird, seen from this angle, shows a 
faint suggestion of wing-bars. Photo/John Wilson. 

were single birds near Santa Maria Nov. 2 (PEL) and in Goleta 
Nov. 4-5 (PEL), two near Oxnard Nov. 2-16 (JSR), and up to 
two on the Plano Trabuco Nov. 28+ (JLD) along the coast, and 
single birds inland at F.C.R., Nov. 19 (JLD) and near S.E.S.S., 
Nov. 20 (RHi). Chestnut-collared Longspurs were relatively 
scarce with one near Oxnard Nov. 2-16 (JSR), up to eight on 
the Plano Trabuco Nov. 10+ (BED), one near Needles Nov. 16 
(BED), and two in Baker Oct. 12 (EAC) being the only ones 
reported. 

BLACKBIRDS, FINCHES- Thirty Bobolinks along the 
coast between Aug. 28 and Oct. 27 were far fewer than ex- 
pected. A • Rusty Blackbird in California City Nov. 15-19 
(MOC, ph. JW) was the only one found. Six different Great- 
tailed Grackles were found along the coast, indicating this spe- 
cies is still expanding its range, and one near Lancaster Nov. 
11 (CY) was the first to be found in that area. Up to five Bronzed 
Cowbirds in Brawley Aug. 1-25 (RHi) supported the idea that 
this species is a regular summer visitor to the Imperial Valley. 
Single Orchard Orioles, rare but regular stragglers to California, 
were in Goleta Sept. 13 & 29-30 (CDB), one was in Irvine Nov. 
22 (RAH), another was on Pt. Loma Sept. 30 (REW), and a male 
was found inland in Baker Oct. 12 (CMcG). 

The presence of up to 15 Purple Finches in Brawley Aug. 
28+ (RHi) suggested small numbers moved into the lowlands 
of s.e. California. Single Cassin's Finches in California City 
Oct. 10 (RAE), near Seeley Nov. 9 (CMa), and in Brawley Nov. 
10-14 (RHi) were probably associated with the movement of 
Purple Finches, and 17 on Figueroa Mt. near Santa Barbara 
Nov. 9 (PEL) was a large number for that locality. Two Red 
Crossbills on Figueroa Mt., Nov. 9 (PEL) were the only ones 
reported. Evening Grosbeaks moved into the s. California 
mountains in large numbers as indicated by such reports as 
120 on Piute Mt., Kern Co., Nov. 22 (AS), 4504- on Mt. Pinos 
Nov. 19 (JLD), 30 at Big Bear in the San Bernardino Mts., Nov. 
23 (DRW), and 25+ on Figueroa Mt., Nov. 9-15 (PEL); however, 
the first to arrive were single birds on the high desert at Baker, 
Kelso, and L. Palmdale, all on Oct. 5 (EAC, KLG), with up to 
five found at similar localities through November to as far 
south as Whitewater Canyon (one Nov. 23--DCH); single birds 
near Malibu Oct. 12 (KLG) and Nov. 16 (KLG), one in San Pedro 
Oct. 15 (KLG), and another on Pt. Loma Nov. 13 (REW) were 
the only ones found along the coast. 

ADDENDA -- An ad. N. Goshawk in an area of open chaparral 
at 4500 ft near Madulce Peak, Santa Barbara Co., Feb. 1, 1985 (JS} 
was far from the nearest known nesting locality. A singing 8 Red- 

eyed Vireo near Palo Verde, Imperial Co., June 21, 1986 (Steve 
Laymore) was a late spring vagrant at an unexpected locality. A 
Lapland Longspur near Madulce Peak Mar. 14, 1985 (JS) was at a 
most unusual locality. 

COBBIGENDA -- The 27 Pomarine Jaegers at the N.E.S.S. last 
spring (AB 40:524) were seen May 4, not Apr. 5. Photographs of 
the "Hooded Warbler" in California City May 24 (AB 40:525) clearly 
show the bird to be a Wilson's Warbler, thus casting doubt on the 
correct identity of the May 11th bird; hence, both sightings must 
be deleted. 

CONTRIBUTORS (County coordinators in boldface) -- Jon- 
athan K. Alderfer, Brooks Allen, Fred Baker, Larry Ballard, Suzanne 
Barrymore, Chris D. Benesh, Chuck Bernstein, Allyn Bissel, Mick 
Bondello, N. Bruce Broadbooks, Eugene A. Cardiff (San Bernardino 
Co.}, Ralph Cass, Judy Chambarlain, Mark O. Chichester (Kern 
Co.}, Paul W. Collins, Wanda Conway, Elizabeth Copper (San Diego 
Co.}, Michael Craig, Fred Dexter, Dorothy Dimsdale, Jon L. Dunn, 
Tom M. Edell (San Luis Obispo Co.}, Claude G. Edwards, Alan M. 
Eisnar, Richard A. Erickson, Shawneen Finnegan, James R. Gal- 
lagher. Kimball L. Garrett (Los Angeles Co.}, Dan Guthrie, Robb 
A. Hamilton, Rob Hansen (RHa), Don & Marjorie Hastings (D & 
MH), David C. Hatch, Karen & Jim Haylena (K & JH), Loren R. Hays, 
Roger Higson [RHi), Ron Hirst (Roll), Jim Hodgeson, Mark Holm- 
gren, David Holway, Charles Hood, David King, Tania Kinsey, Betty 
S. Kleiner, Paul E. Lehman (Santa Barbara Co.), Michael C. Long, 
Curtis Marantz (CMa), John McDonald (JMcD), Chet McGaugh 
(CMcG), Bert & Margaret Mcintosh (B & MMcI), Robert Mc- 
Kernan (RMcK---Riverside Co.), Ed Mersky, Tracy Meyers, Joanne 
Moore, James R. Morris, Chuck Murdoch (CMu), Roger Mnscat, 
Bob Neuwirth, John O'Brien, Jerry Oldenettel, Bob Penn, Dennis 
Parker (DPa), Vern Pascal, Michael A. Patten, Sally Pearce, David 
Povey (DPo), Hugh Ranson, Jim S. Royer (Ventura Co.), Larry Sal- 
ate, John Schmitt, Brad Schram, Arnold Small, Gregory P. Smith, 
Russ Stone, Jim & Ellen Strauss (J & ES), Jan Tarble, Guy Tingos, 
Lisa Trayset, Phil Unitt, William D. Wagner, Stanley Walens, John 
Walters (JWa), Richard E. Webster, Douglas R. Wi!lick (Orange 
Co.), Cora Wilson, John Wilson (JWi), Summer V. Wilson, Tom E. 
Wurster, Cal Yorke, Kevin J. Zimmer. An additional 60_+ observers 
who could not be individually acknowledged submitted reports 
this season.--GUY McCASKIE, San Diego Natural History Mu- 
seum, Balboa Park, P.O. Box 1390, San Diego, CA 92112. 
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HAWAIIAN ISLANDS REGION 

Robert L. Pyle 

easonal rainfall was generally slightly above average across the state, bringing a little reduction in the cal- 
endar year deficits generated last winter and early spring. 
Slackening of trade winds brought warm, muggy weather, 
especially during late August and early September when 
record high temperatures were equalled or surpassed on 
several dates. Honolulu's all-time record high temperature 
of 94 degrees set three years ago was equalled twice during 
the first week of September. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- F.F.S. = French Frigate Shoals; H. = Ha- 
waii I.; K. = Kauai I.; M. = Maui I.; ̧ . = ¸ahu I.; J.C.N.W.R. = James 
Campbell Nat'l Wildlife Ref. on Oahu; K.M.C.A.S. = Kaneohe Ma- 
rine Corps Air Station on Oahu; H.R.B.P. = Hawaii Rare Bird 
Documentary Photograph File. 

PETRELS AND SHEARWATERS-- A (Hawaiian) Dark- 
rumped Petrel {Endangered) picked up in Lanai City, Lanai, 
Nov. g was released a week later in apparently healthy con- 
dition {fide TP). Dark-rumpeds are thought to nest on Lanai 
in small numbers, and occasionally in fall in past years im- 
matures have been found grounded in or near Lanai City, the 
only night-lighted area on this small island. Seven downed 
Dark-rumpeds were turned in this fall to the shearwater aid 
stations on Kauai {TT). Their nesting area on this island has 
not yet been discovered. ,6 strange procellarid turned in to the 
aid station at Lihue, K., Nov. 25 was identified {TT) as a So- 
lander's Petrel, for the first documented record of this species 
for Hawaii. It had been picked up alive near Kipu Kai in s. 
central Kauai and turned in by the Manager of Kipu Kai Ranch. 
The bird was banded, transported to Sea Life Park, O., and 
later released in apparent good health Dec. 15 (TP). Photographs 
and extensive measurements were taken, and its identification 
as a Solander's Petrel rather than a dark Herald or Kermadec 
Petrel was concurred in by TP, PP, & RLP. The preliminary 
count of just over 1000 Newell's Shearwaters {Threatened} 
turned in to the aid stations on Kauai and released alive this 

fall was down significantly from recent years despite the dark 
moon occurring close to the time of peak fiedging this year 
{TT). Young birds leaving nesting grounds in the mountains 
to fly to sea are more apt to be confused by coastal lights and 
grounded during the dark nights of new moon. The low count 
may indicate a poor productive year, or perhaps more young 
fledging earlier or later than the usual peak time in late Oc- 
tober-early November. 

Procellarids reported from a research vessel off Kailua-Kona, 
H., Aug. 16 included one Bulwer's Petrel, one Christmas 
Shearwater, and two Newell's Shearwaters, among 30+ Wedge- 
tailed Shearwaters (RD). One Flesh-looted Shearwater was 
sighted 10 mi off Kailua-Kona Oct. 12 and several other times 
during the fall {RD). Hawaii's first record of this species was 
recorded in the same area 6 months earlier. An injured Leach's 
Storm-Petrel died soon after being found in an open hanger 
on Sand I., Midway Atoll, Nov. 28 (KM*). 

TROPICBIRDS THROUGH WATERFOWL -- Two 

White-tailed Tropicbirds in Kaupo Gap on Haleakala Mt., Sept. 
3 (PC) provided an unusual report of this species on Maul A 
single Red-tailed Tropicbird was reported again at Ki'i Unit, 
J.C.N.W.R., Sept. 6 {PD, RD, RLP). A juv. Masked Booby has 
been reported roosting at South Pt., the southernmost point 
on Hawaii I., since early October {fide RD), and one of this 
species was seen from a research vessel 10 mi offKailua-Kona, 
H., Oct. 12 (RD}. Masked Boobies are very, very rarely reported 
anywhere in the main Hawaiian Islands s. of Oahu. Seven 
Great Frigatebirds near the Sheraton Hotel at the w. end of 
Molokai Sept. 16 (EE), and one at Kahului Harbor, M., Oct. 2 

{PC} were in rarely-reported localities for this species. Another 
sighting of a Lesser Frigatebird at Tern I., F.F.S., this time an 
immature, was recorded Aug. 5 {JS). 

The Great Blue Heron seen sporadically at Kakahaia N.W.R., 
Molokai, since last winter was still there Oct. 9 {DW, SB). A 
flock of 180 Cattle Egrets flying over Kalae, Molokai, ih August 
(CS) was a very high count for that island. Cattle Egrets also 
were reported to be widespread on the Kula slopes of Haleakala 
Mr. in c. Maui this fall (PC), and at least 700 were counted 
coming to roost at Kanaha Pond Sept. 30 (RLP). 

The little population of Fulvous Whistling-Ducks at Ki'i Unit, 
J.C,N.W.R., is still flourishing; six adults and three ducklings 
were seen there Sept. 26 (DP, RLP). The lone individual resident 
at Kakahaia N.W.R., Molokai, was still there in October and 
November (DW, SB). A Brant returned in November to winter 
again this year at Aimakapa Pond, H. (RD). Single Brant were 
also recorded in the ocean just offshore of Makaha, O., Nov. 
27 (DC} and at Tern I., F.F.S., Dec. 5. The latter bird was found 
dead 2 days later (RV*). The small Canada Goose oversum- 
mering at Amorient Aquafarm, O., remained through the fall 
(BE, DA et aI.), but had not been joined by other migrant Can- 
adas before November's end. 

S.A. 

Five banded Hawaiian Geese (Nene--Endangered) 
from a captive flock at Kipu Kai, Kauai turned up 11 km 
distant at Ahukini Landing Nov. 3 {TT). After a news- 
paper story solicited observations from the public, sight- 
ings of free-flying Nene were reported from 5 other lo- 
calities in s.e. Kauai. Nene, the noble state bird of Hawaii 
and long an Endangered Species, has been known his- 
torically only on Hawaii I., although fossil remains have 
been found on Kauai and several other islands. 

Six Hawaiian Ducks (Koloa--Endangered) were on the pond 
near Lihue Airport, K., Oct. 7 (DP, RLP). Single Koloa found 
at Kanaha Pond, M., Nov. 9 {RD) & 28 (PP) and at Pa'akai Pond, 
K.M.C.A.S., Dec. I (pP) furnished unusual locality records. 
Wintering N. Pintails and N. Shovelers seemed late in arriving 
this year, although numbers of shovelers had built up to 100 
at Aimakapa Pond, H., Nov. 22 (PP) and to 250 at Kanaha Pond, 
M., Nov. 28 (pP). Two Garganeys were reported at Kanaha 
Pond, M., Nov. 10 {RD), and one male and two • Blue-winged 
Teal were at Aimakapa through late summer and fall {RD). 
Also at Aimakapa, one • Ring-necked Duck, one • Greater 
Scaup and three • Lesser Scaup were seen from Oct. 25 onward 
(RD, PP}. Four Ring-necked Ducks were seen at Kahuku, O., 
Sept. 23 (PD). 
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HAWKS THROUGH SHOREBIRDS- A Hawaiian Hawk 

('Io--Endongered) was sighted Nov. 15 near Pu'u Mali, at 7000- 
8000 ft, high on the n. slope of Mauna Kea, H. (TP). An Osprey 
temporarily resident on Kauai was seen at Menehune Fishpond 
several times from July 14 through Nov. 3 (SB, TP) and also at 
nearby Kipu Kai Oct. 9 (/•de TT) and near Poipu Nov. 12 (SD). 
The Osprey on Oahu was sighted at Punamano Unit, 
J.C.N.W.R., Aug. 25 (BE). 

Seven Erckel's Francolins were found near the end of 
Waianae Valley Rd., O., Aug. 19 (KF). Gamebirds in the Pu'u 
Mali area at 7000-8000 ft on Mauna Kea, H., Nov. 15 included 
2 coveys of Chukars, one Japanese Quail, and two Kalij Pheas- 
ants, along with abundant Erckel's Francolins and California 
Quail (TP). At least 15 Wild Turkeys were found Sept. 18 in 
scrubland near the Sheraton Golf Course on w. Molokai (EE), 
and 10-t- adults including one with 13 half-grown chicks were 
seen in several places along w. Saddle Rd., H., Oct. 4 
(DP, RLP). 

More Black-bellied Plovers were reported this fall than in 
recent years, including two at Waipio, O., Sept. 6 (PD), one at 
Kanaha Pond and two at Kealia Pond, M., Nov. 28 (PP), and 
one at Tern I., F.F.S., from Nov. 21 onward (RV). Two rare 
species seldom recorded in Hawaii were a Greater Yellowlegs 
at Waipio with Lessers for close comparison Sept. 14-Oct. 11 
(PD, MO, DP et •1.), and a palearctic Whimbrel with prominent 
white lower back at Kealia Pond, M., Oct. 1-2 (DP, RLP). The 
first Bristle-thighed Curlew of the season was seen well Aug. 
11 flying down Vineyard Blvd. in downtown Honolulu as the 
observer was waiting at a traffic light (AE). Bristle-thigheds at 
the traditional fall stopover spot near Ki'i Unit, J.C.N.W.R., 
built up to at least five in September (DW, PD), with one re- 
maining through seasoh's end. 

Outstanding shorebird of the season was a Rufous-necked 
Stint studied and photographed well (H.R.B.P. 498-500) at Ai- 
makapa Pond, H., Aug. 18-31 (JL, RD, PD, RLP). Rufous on 

the chest, prominent when the bird was first seen, had largely 
faded away by the end of August. Details of description and 
identification are in preparation for publication. Also, a Curlew 
Sandpiper studied well at Areorient Aquafarm, O., Sept. 8 (PD, 
RD, RLP) and later by others remained until at least Sept. 23 
(PD). Finally, a Buff-breasted Sandpiper was a highlight of an 
Audubon field trip to Waipio Sept. 14 (PD, RLP et al.). All three 
are species recorded fewer than 5 times previously in the state. 

Other casual shorebird species recorded this season included 
a Least Sandpiper at Waipio Sept. 6-28 (m.ob.) and a Western 
Sandpiper at Kealia Pond, M., Nov. 9 (RD) & 30 (PP). Another 
Western remained at Tern I., F.F.S., Sept. 6 through Nov. 13 
and a Semipalmated Sandpiper was also reported there Oct. 
9-16 (LM, RV, JS). Single Pectoral and Sharp-tailed sandpipers 
were at Tern I., Aug. 14-22 (NN, RV, LM), but elsewhere in 
the state reports of these two species this fall were fewer than 
usual. An estimated 200 Sanderlings at Kealia Pond, M., Nov. 
9 (RD) was a very high count. 

Five Ruffs at Waipio Sept. 6-14 (PD, RD, RLP) were not seen 
thereafter, although individuals have frequently wintered 
there in recent years. A juv. Short-billed Dowitcher, rare in 
Hawaii, was first seen at Waipio Aug. 28 and last identified 
Oct. 3 (PD). Dowitchars (probably mostly Long-billed) increased 
at Waipio thereafter to high counts of 17 Nov. 9 (RLP) and 19 
Nov. 21 (PD). A dowitcher was reported at Tern I., F.F.S., Sept. 
24 (LM), and four Long-billeds were at Kanaha Pond, M., Nov. 
11 (RD). 

GULLS AND TERNS -- Laughing Gulls are becoming quite 
regular now as visiting individuals to Hawaii in fall and winter. 
Single birds were reported this season at Tern I., Aug. 4-15 
(RV), Keahole Pt., H., Nov. 13 (CT, RD ph.) and Kealia Pond, 
M., Nov. 30 {PP). Two Ring-billed Gulls were at Kri Unit, 
J.C.N.W.R., Nov. 6 (PD), with one seen occasionally thereafter, 
and three were at Kealia Pond, M.. Nov. 30 (PP). 

Rufous-necked Stint (an adult in fading alternate plumage) near 
Aimakapa Pond, Hawaii L, Aug. 20, 1986. Photo/Reginald 
David 

First-winter Laughing Gull at Keahole Point, Hawaii I., Nov. 
13, 1986. Photo/Reginald David. 
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Status of Least Tern and/or Little Tern in Hawaii is 
becoming more and more of an enigma. Numerous 
sightings of small terns over the years have generally 
been reported as Leasts without carefully distinguishing 
between the two forms, which now are regarded as sep- 
arate species. The only Hawaii specimen now extant, 
taken at F.F.S., has been identified as the old world Little 
Tern (Roger Clapp, U.S. Nat'l Mus.). 

Following last season's report of two small terns at 
Pearl & Hermes Reef (170 km e.s.e. of Midway) in early 
June, two adults with a subadult and an immature were 
sighted there on several visits between Aug. 12 & 23 
(SC). Two adults with an immature had also been found 
at Pearl & Hermes a year earlier, in the summer of 1985 
(AB 39:964). Breeding by one or the other of these species 
at Pearl & Hermes has been speculated, but would be 
far outside the traditional breeding range of either spe- 
cies. 

One or two recent reports of small terns on Oahu have 
been tentatively identified as Least Tern by call (SB, DP). 
If Least Terns do occur in Hawaii, the nearest and most 
likely source population would be the form browni of 
the North American west coast. Since browni is classified 

as Endangered, further collecting to establish which 
species is here is beset by legal hurdles. 

On Oahu, meanwhile, following the odd early-summer 
report of a Least/Little Tern at Waiawa Unit, P.H.N.W.R., 
reported last season, one was seen there regularly from 
Sept. 24 through Nov. 13 (SB, PD, RLP). Possibly the same 
bird was reported at nearby Waipio Sept. 19 (MO, EE). 

Golf Course •n w Honolulu Oct. 16 (MO) Many Yellow-fronted 
Canaries were heard and seen on Na Laau Trail Sept. i (KF) 

HAWAIIAN HONEYCREEPERS, ESTRILDIDS -- The 
population of Laysan Finches (Endangered) is still healthy on 
several islands at Pearl & Hermes Reef (SC), where they were 
introduced in 1967 from Laysan I. 'Amakihi are being reported 
more frequently at lower elevations in Honolulu. One was 
found Sept. 29 on Tantalus Drive (DP, RLP), where they have 
been known previously. Also, they were reported several times 
this fall in the Pacific Heights area of Honolulu, including down 
to 120 ft elevation near Punchbowl Cemetery, where they have 
not been known before (JL). An ad. Kauai Creeper, difficult to 
find in the Koke'e area, was sighted Aug. 3 on Pihea Trail (TP) 
On Hawaii I., the three rarest endemic forest birds, 'Akiapo- 
la'au, Hawaii Creeper, and 'Akepa (all Endangered), were all 
found this summer and fall on several visits to a choice forest 

habitat in the Kulani area (m.ob.). 
Orange-cheeked Waxbills still hang on along the Na Laau 

Trail, O., where four were found Sept. i (KF). Groups of Red- 
cheeked Cordonbleu and Lavender Waxbills were seen several 
times during October and November at the traditional spot 
near Pu'uanahulu, H. (DP, PP). Two Lavenders were reported 
near Honaunau, H., Aug. 11 (DP), and two were on Na Laau 
Trail, O., Sept. 1 (KF). This species is reported to be increasing 
around Kailua-Kona, H. (RD). Warbling Silverbills seem to be 
establishing themselves now on Oahu, where five were ob- 
served feeding in Diamond Head crater Nov. 22 (DM). Two 
Java Sparrows near Lihue, K., Aug. 29 (TP) and two at a b•rd 
feeder in Kihei, M., Sept. 21 (MS) documented incipient es- 
tablishment of that species on those islands. 

PARROTS THROUGH CANARIES -- Free-flying parrots 
and parakeets, long a feature of Hawaii's birdlife, are being 
reported now more often and in larger numbers around Ho- 
nolulu. One flock of 22 Amazona parrots, primarily Red- 
crowned but possibly including individuals of other species 
as well, was sighted at the Diamond Head end of Kapiolani 
Park Oct. 12 (TP). A (not necessarily Hawaiian) Short-eared 
Owl has been resident at Tern. I., F.F.S., since Aug. 6, feeding 
on turnstones, golden-plovers, and Wedge-tailed Shearwater 
chicks (RV). These owls turning up from time to time in the 
western portion of the Hawaiian chain might well be coming 
from n.e. Asia rather than from the main Hawaiian Islands. 

An (almost certainly Hawaiian) Short-eared Owl (Pueo) has 
been seen several times in late summer at Ki'i Unit, J.C.N.W.R., 
indicating that the species is still hanging on tenuously in n. 
Oahu. It is also still recorded occasionally at Waipio. Two Gray 
Swiftlets, a species resident and nesting on Oahu since the 
early 1960s, were seen Oct. 31 near the lower end of Halawa 
R•dge Trail, O. (DW). Continuing on to the known nesting cave 
at the head of Halawa Valley, the observers found remains of 
older swiftlet nests, but no active or recent nests at this season. 

A Melodious Laughing-thrush and several Red-billed 
Leiothrix were heard singing along Wiliwilinui Ridge Trail in 
s e. Oahu Sept. 1 (TP). Both are hard to find now on this island. 
Red-whiskered Bulbuls are still expanding their range on 
Oahu. Four were seen on Aiea Loop Trail Nov. 23 (RLP), while 
several at Ho'omaluhia Park in Kaneohe in late November 

were the first reported across the Koolau Mrs. in Windward 
Oahu. Two Red-crested Cardinals Aug. 30 at Kapalua Beach 
m extreme n.w. Maui (DA) and three at Kanaha Pond in n. 
central Maui Nov. 28 (PP) were notable for that island, where 
the species is still scarce. Yellow-faced Grassquits were re- 
ported this season at 2 interesting locations on Oahu: two in 
a grassy area on Aiea Ridge Trail Aug. 24 (BE) and a total of 
s•x (including one in • plumage) at 4 widely-scattered spots 
on upper Poamoho Trail Sept. 15 (TP). A fine • Saffron Finch, 
unreported on Oahu in several years, was sighted at Salt Lake 

CONTBIBUTOBS -- Dave Anderson, Steve Berendzen, Sheila 
Conant, Peter Connally, David Cooper, Susannah Dahill, Reginald 
David, Peter Donaldson, Bruce Eilerts, Elinor Elder, Andrew En- 
gilis, Karen Falkenmayer, Lawrence Hamilton, Jaan Lepson, Larry 
Martin, Ken McDermond, Dorothy Myers, Nancy Norvell, Mike 
Ord, Doug Pratt, Thane Pratt, Peter Pyle, Milton Seibert, Cappy 
Summers, Joan Suther, Tom Telfer, Chris Thornton, Richard Vet- 
ter, Dave Woodside.--ROBERT L. PYLE, 741 N. Kalaheo Ave., 
Kailua, HI 96734. 
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WEST INDIES REGION 

Robert L. Norton 

recipitation during the fall as measured at St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands, was 13% below normal for August, 
-85% for September, and -22% for October, but November 
was 63% above normal so that the precipitation for the 
entire period was only 18% below normal. Cuba claimed 
to have its worst drought in 27 years (Daily News, Dec. 8, 
1986) and reported that the drought condition has been a 
problem since 1981, with considerable losses to agriculture. 
The Cuban Institute of Hydro-economy reported that rain- 
fall there was 80% below normal in 1981, 91% in 1982, 
73% in 1983, 75% in 1984, 78% in 1985, and finally 68% 
below normal in 1986. 

The proposed timber harvest of 20% of E1 Yunque rain 
forest in eastern Puerto Rico threatens the last vestige of 
tropical rain forest in the United States. The Luquillo 
Mountains' Caribbean National Forest, managed by the U.S. 
Forest Service (see Wiley and Bauer 1985, American Birds 
39 12-18), is home to the endangered Puerto Rican Parrot 
and several other rare or endemic forms. The Forest Service 
wishes to use the harvest asa model for management plans 
in other tropical countries. With only 27,000 acres left, the 
Caribbean National Forest can ill afford to have 20% of its 
forest open to experimentation and the risk of extinction 
of a national symbol. (This issue's ICBP column is devoted 
to the Puerto Rican Parrot. See page 28.) 

ABBREVIATIONS -- G.B. = Grand Bahama Island; P.R. 
= Puerto Rico. 

GREBES THROUGH TERNS- A Least Grebe was seen 
Nov 29 at West End, G.B., while 10 Pied-billed Grebes were 
noted in the same area (PWS, SD). Nineteen Double-crested 
Cormorants made a rare occurrence on Eleuthera Nov. 24 (RG). 
Also noted Nov. 29 at West End, G.B., was one Least Bittern 
(PWS, SD). White and dark phase Reddish Egrets numbered 
four each at Providenceales Nov. 15 (BA). Counts of White- 
cheeked Pintails at St. Croix were of 64 Aug. 14, 51 Sept. 13, 
58 Oct. 3, and 74 Nov. 23 (FS). Providenceales had 24 (including 
]uveniles) Sept. 26 (BA), and 10+ were on G.B., Nov. 29 (PWS, 
SD) The continued, albeit sporadic, sightings of Cinnamon 
Teal on St. Croix, seen Nov. 7 this season (FS), suggest that the 
species might be encountered elsewhere in the Region. A single 
N Shoveler was seen on St. Croix Oct. 12-Nov. 22 (FS). Another 
was on G.B., for a rare occurrence in the Bahamas, and the 
same location yielded five Ring-necked Ducks and a 9 Hooded 
Merganser Nov. 29 (PWS, SD). 

At St. Croix, single Merlins were seen Oct. 24 and Nov. 21, 
and single Peregrine Falcons were seen Oct. 24 and Nov. 22 
(FS) Two N. Harriers were seen Nov. 29 near West End, G.B. 
(PWS, SD). A Purple Gallinule seen Sept. 11 at St. Croix (RW, 
FS) was probably a vagrant from P.R. One Caribbean Coot was 
carefully noted among Am. Coots at West End, G.B., Nov. 29 
(PWS, SD). A single Am. Coot was noted at St. Croix Aug. 1 
and Sept. 12 (FS). 

S•x Lesser Golden-Plovers were observed at St. Croix Sept. 
8 (FS). An intriguing count of nine Piping Plovers at Eleuthera 
Nov. 24 (RG) provided one of the few major records of winter 
occurrence in the Region. A Solitary Sandpiper was seen Aug. 
10 and as late as Oct. I at St. Croix (FS). A single Upland Sand- 
p•per seen at Cabo Rolo N.W.R., P.R., Sept. 7 (TB) apparently 
provided the first record for the s.w. corner of that island. One 
of the most important shorebird spots on St. Croix has been 
the industrial settlement lagoon system (carved out of the 
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Krause Lagoon). According to Sladen this is now largely inop- 
erative, which may be partly responsible for the reduced 
numbers of some migrant species. Only two Red Knots were 
seen there Aug. I (FS). Other shorebird counts for St. Crmx 
included 90 W. Sandpipers Oct. 2, 12 White-rumped Sandpipers 
Sept. 7, three Pectoral Sandpipers Aug. 14 and 12 Oct. 12, and 
one Wilson's Phalarope Oct. 6 (FS). Table I offers high counts 
of migrant shorebirds at 3 locations in the e. Caribbean. 

Table 1. Highest count and date of shorebirds observed in 
the eastern Caribbean 

Eleuthera Providenciales St. Croix 

Species (RG) (BA) (FS) 

Black-bellied Plover 6 (11/20) 8 (9/29) 56 (9/21) 
Wilson's Plover 12 (11/20) 2 (9/18) 65 (8/17) 
Semipalmated Plover 10 (11/20) -- 36 (8/26) 
Greater Yellowlegs -- 4 (11/15) 21 (9/21) 
Lesser Yellowlegs I (11/20) 12 (11/15) 59 (8/14) 
Ruddy Turnstone 22 (11/20) present 80 (9/26) 
Sanderling 9 (11/20) 2 (9/26) 15 (8/14) 
Semipalmated Sandpiper -- 75 (11/22) 460 (9/13) 
Least Sandpiper 19 (11/20) I (10/18) 112 (9/13) 
Stilt Sandpiper -- I (9/26) 100 (9/17) 
Short-billed Dowitcher 42 (11/20) 75 (11/15) 200 (9/17) 

Two Ring-billed Gulls were seen Nov. 30 at St. Croix (FS) 
At Providenciales, two Gull-billed Terns were noted Sept. 26 
(BA). Eight Least Terns were noted on migration at St. Crmx 
Oct. 5, and two Com. Terns were noted there Oct. 7-12 (FS) 
The Region's most outstanding record of the year again came 
from St. Croix, where. a White-winged Tern was seen and 
photographed (FS, RW), providing only the 3rd record for the 
West Indies. The previous sightings occurred at Great Inagua 
and Barbados. 

DOVES THROUGH BLACKBIRDS- On Aug. 14, 39 
White-crowned Pigeons were noted at St. Croix (FS), where 
the species is apparently coming back from overhunting (Nor- 
ton and Seaman 1985). One of the newest additions to the 
exotic fauna of the West Indies is Eur. Collared-Dove. It is now 
locally common in Freeport, G.B., where 50 were seen Nov 
29 (PWS, SD). A Yellow-billed Cuckoo was seen from mid- to 
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late November at Providenciales (BA). Ten Antillean Night- 
hawks were noted on migration at St. Croix Aug. 4 (FS). A bird 
identified as an E. Wood-Pewee at St. Croix Oct. 9 (FS, RW) 
would, if confirmed, provide the first record for the Virgin 
Islands and the southernmost for the West Indies. 

Sladen noted a Tree Swallow at St. Croix Aug. 15 (earliest 
date for the Region), another Oct. 25, and 15 Nov. 23 {perhaps 
the highest count for the Virgin Islands). Six N. Rough-winged 
Swallows were noted at Providenciales Nov. 14 (BA), two were 
at St. Croix Nov. 25 (FS), and one carefully studied Nov. 30 on 
G.B. (PWS, SD) represented the latest fall date for the Bahamas. 
At St. Croix, Cliff Swallows numbered 24 Oct. 25 and 20 Nov. 
27 (FS). The single Cuban Crow on Providenciales was recorded 
again Sept. 25-Nov. 23 (BA). European Starlings have been 
making it big in Freeport, G.B., as evidenced by 100 noted 
there Nov. 28 (PWS, SD). Sladen also reported that two starlings 
remained at St. Croix Aug. 29-Oct. 24, and then one was seen 
Nov. 4. 

A White-eyed Vireo was noted Nov. 22 at Providenciales 
(BA), and single White-eyed and Yellow-throated vireos were 
seen Nov. 30 on G.B. (PWS, SD). The first Yellow-throated Vireo 
for St. Croix was seen Nov. 27 (FS, RW), providing evidence 

of wintering in the Virgin Islands, in addition to records from 
the n. islands. A Blue-winged Warbler was noted on St. Croix 
Oct. 18, and two were seen there Nov. 15 (RW, FS). Another 
Blue-winged was at Providenciales Oct. 21, while a Golden- 
winged Warbler seen there Oct. 17 furnished a first record for 
Providenciales (BA). A Tennessee Warbler was noted at Prov- 
idenciales Oct. 20-Nov. 4 (BA), and another was on G.B., Nov. 
29 (PWS, SD). The local races of Yellow-throated Warbler and 
Olive-capped Warbler were seen only sparingly Nov. 29 on 
G.B. Pine Warbler, another locally-breeding parulid of the Ba- 
hamas, was sparsely reported in the pinelands of Lucaya, G.B. 
(PWS, SD). Two Louisiana Waterthrushes noted Oct. 19-20 
furnished the first record for Providenciales (BA). One to two 
Connecticut Warblers were seen at Cabo Rojo N.W.R., P.R., 
Sept. 22-Oct. 29 (PH, CS, TB). An imm. Scarlet Tanager was 
noted Sept. 13 at St. Croix (FS). 

CONTRIBUTORS (Subregional editors in boldface) -- Bev- 
erlea Aidridge, Troy Blodgett, Susan Dolder, Ruthann Gairdner, 
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Wauer.--ROBERT L. NORTON, P.O. Box 243, Cruz Bay, St. Iohn, 
U.S.V.I. 00830. 
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Hairy Woodpecker { Picaides villosus]. Illustration/James Coe. 
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