ports for years, which implied to me that
the country probably lacked the infra-
structure necessary to capture, transport,
care for and export herons by the hun-
dreds. India, which exported about 14.8
million birds between 1970 and 1980, be-
fore its traffic was largely halted, export-
ed few herons and no reef-herons during
that period (Inskipp, T. 1983. The Indian
Bird Trade. WTMU Traffic Bull. 5:26-
46).

In short, while reef-herons may have
been imported into Central Europe, the
account published in American Birds
37:1032 and cited by Roberson appears
to fall within the class of unverified re-
ports, not authenticated records.

Sincerely,

P. William Smith
Manomet Bird Observatory
P.O. Box 936

Manomet, MA 02345
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

NORTHEASTERN BIRD-
BANDING ASSOCIATION
RESEARCH GRANT

The E. Alexander Bergstrom Memori-
al Research Fund of the Northeastern
Bird-Banding Association, Inc., pro-
motes research on birds. Small grants,
usually not exceeding $200, are available
to cover expenses (but not salaries or
overhead charges to institutions). Details
and application forms may be obtained
from Dr. Valerie M. Freer, Chairman,
NEBBA Research Committee, Science
Department, Sullivan County Communi-
ty College, Loch Sheldrake, New York
12759. Deadline for applications is Feb-
ruary 15, 1986.

SIGURD T. OLSON COMMON
LOON RESEARCH AWARD

Wisconsin Project Loon Watch is ac-
cepting applications for its first annual
award for research on Common Loons in
the Lake Superior-Lake Michigan region
of the United States and Canada. To ap-
ply for the $1000 award, a brief descrip-
tion (maximum 10 pp.) of the proposed
research program and curriculum vitae
should be submitted by the principal in-
vestigator to Dr. Paul I. V. Strong, Direc-
tor, Wisconsin Project Loon Watch, Sig-
urd Olson Environmental Institute,
Northland College, Ashland, Wisconsin
54806, no later than March 1, 1986. Pro-
posals by students should be accompa-
nied by two letters of recommendation.
The award will be granted on the basis of
the project’s potential to better under-
stand and manage Upper Great Lakes
populations of Common Loons.
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