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Immature Little Gull in South Amerieca

A first record for the continent

Hans Blokpoel, Luis-German Naranjo, and Gaston D. Tessier

HE BREEDING RANGE of the Little Gull

(Larus minutus) is discontinuous and
encompasses parts of northemm Europe
and northern Asia (Voous 1960). In Eu-
rope the main breeding range lies in
southern Finland and western U.S.S.R.,
but small breeding colonies have also
been found in Sweden, Denmark, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and Britain
(Hutchinson and Neath 1978, Moller
1978, Veen 1980). In the United King-
dom and Ireland numbers of migrant Lit-
tle Gulls have increased, presumably due
to an increase in the breeding population
east of the Baltic (Hutchinson and Neath
1978).

In eastern North America, the first Lit-
tle Gull was collected in 1887, and the
first documented nesting in the New
World occurred near Oshawa, Ontario,
in 1962 (Scott 1963). Since then the spe-
cies has nested in the Great Lakes area
near Oshawa in 1963 (Tozer and Rich-
ards 1974); at Rondeau, Ontario, in 1971
(Tozer and Richards 1974); near Whitby,
Ontario, in 1971 and 1972 (Tozer and
Richards 1974); near Green Bay, Wis-
consin, in 1975 (Tessen 1975); and most
likely also at Long Point, Ontario, in
1975 (Goodwin 1975). The species is
regularly seen in small numbers in the
Great Lakes area, from Duluth to the St.
Lawrence River, as well as along the East
Coast from Newfoundland south to New
Jersey.

Along the West Coast, Little Gulls
were first reported in California in 1968
(McCaskie 1969) and have since been
observed regularly along the southwest-
emn coast of British Columbia (Johnson
and Adams 1977).

Elsewhere in North America the spe-
cies has been observed occasionally in
widely separated locations: Komakuk
Beach DEW Station, Yukon Territory, in
1975 (Johnson and Adams 1977); Regi-
na, Saskatchewan, in 1973 (Switzer
1974); Churchill, Manitoba, in 1970
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(Pittaway and Nero 1971); Lake Atha-
basca, Alberta, in 1962 (Nero 1963); and
Volusia County, Florida, in 1972 (Carle-
ton 1972).

On February 13, 1983 from 1310 to
1330 hours we observed a Little Gull on a
mud flat on Buenaventura Bay near
Buenaventura, on the Pacific coast of Co-
lombia. Buenaventura Bay is open to the
ocean between Punta Bazan (3°50' 10"N,
77°10'45"W) and Punto Soldado (3°48’
55"N, 77°10'40"W). The bay’s total sur-
face is about 16 km? and its depth varies
between two and ten meters. At low tide,
large mudflats (‘‘bajos’’) are exposed
along the mangrove-lined coast. We ob-
served the bird at the Bajo Pueblo Nuevo,
which is located at the Buenaventura City
coast.

We watched the bird from a small boat
using binoculars (Leitz Trinovid, 10 X
40 mm; and Bushnell, 9 X 36 mm) and
field guides (Robbins ez al. 1966, Peter-
son 1980). The gull was standing on a
mud flat close to a group of seven Laugh-
ing Gulls (L. atricilla) at a distance of 10-
15 meters from us. When the captain of
the boat began to feed the Laughing Gulls
by throwing pieces of bread overboard,
the Little Gull joined the feeding gulls,
allowing us to watch and photograph the

bird in flight as well.

The Little Gull was much smaller than
the Laughing Gulls and ternlike in its ap-
pearance and way of flying. The short
thin bill was black, the eye dark, the head
had a dark cap and a distinct dark dot
behind the eye. The upper wings had the
blackish zig-zag band illustrated by Rob-
ins er al. (1966, p. 141) and Peterson
(1980, p. 93). The underwings were
light. The tail was square with a con-
spicuous black terminal band. One or two
of the central tail feathers were either
lacking (molted) or worn to the shaft. The
legs were a dirty blackish red (as in Rob-
bins et al. 1966), not yellowish gray as in
Peterson (1980). The outer primaries
were sooty brown. We think that this bird
was a Little Gull in its first winter.

After we had submitted an earlier ver-
sion of this note, we learned that another
party also saw a Little Gull in Buenaven-
tura Harbour. On January 9, 1983, Bret
Whitney, Robert S. Ridgely, and other
members of the Victor Emanuel Nature
Tour observed a first-winter Little Gull
for 15-20 minutes during the late after-
noon. The bird was observed using a
20 X Bausch and Lomb telescope. It was
resting on a mud flat near the small boats
dock, some 100 meters away from the
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Immature Little Gull, Buenaventura Bay, Columbia, February 13, 1983. Photos/L.-G. Naranjo.

observers. The gull was in the company
of some Black Terns (Chlidonias niger).
We believe that the same bird was in-
volved in both cases and, as far as we
know, these observations constitute the
first documented records of a Little Gull
for South America.

These observations confirm the highly
erratic occurrence of the Little Gull dur-
ing the winter (Voous 1960). In its nor-
mal range it rarely appears in winter out-
side the temperate regions (Voous 1960),

but the above observations were made
close to the equator. We were surprised
that the Little Gull joined the Laughing
Gulls feeding on bread, but feeding on
human food scraps has been noted in the
United Kingdom (Riddiford and Fletcher
1978). The presence of an immature bird
on the Pacific coast of Colombia does
nothing to help answer the question
whether Little Gulls ‘‘colonized’’ North
America via the North Atlantic or via the
Bering Sea (see Baillie 1951, Bruun

1968, Johnson and Adams 1977, Hutch-
inson and Neath 1978). Given the spe-
cies’ erratic occurrence and wide wan-
derings, it may well be that both routes of
colonization were followed.
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Winter Tours in A.B.A. Areas )

PACIFIC NORTHWEST

TEXAS

NEW (o our schedule this winter is the addition of the
Pacific Northwest Tour. This area which has been a consis-
tent summer favorite, is now offered as a winter treat. Join
this search for rare and accidental birds, as well as regular
wintering species. This area regularly produces: SNOWY
OWL, ROCK SANDPIPER,EUROPEAN WIGEON, BO-
HEMIAN WAXWING, TRUMPETER SWAN, GYRFAL-
CON among its bounty.
Pacific Northwest: January 12-20

Winter birding in Texas is exciting! Our Upper Texas Coast
Weekends are a proven favorite, with the advantage of
modest prices. We have added a week of an intensive
Workshop on the UTC. During the peak of migration. In
December of ‘83 our Tropical Texas Tour met with so
much success, that we will offer it again in '84. BROWN
JAYS to TROPICAL PARULAS, all are here.

U.T.C. Weekends: Oct. 6-7, 13-14, 20-21, 27-28

U.T.C. Workshop: Oct. 7-13

Tropical Texas: Dec. 5-9

Ben Feltner’s

Peregrine Tours

Natural History &
Birding Tours P.0.Box 3062 * Houston, TX77253 & (713)441-1220
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Photo Salon

MERICAN BIRDs has decided to not sponsor the Salon of Photography
A competition this year. In its place we will feature individual photogra-
phers and artists in issues throughout the year. We invite you to submit your
photographs or artwork to American Birds at your convenience. Since the
magazine depends heavily on independent submissions for many of its
published illustrations, it is with great anticipation that we look forward to
reviewing all submissions. Our photo/art guidelines can be obtained upon
request, to assist in the selection of submitted material.

g
PEREGRINES IN THE CITY?

You'd think the big cities would be the
lost place for peregrine falcons, with all
their pollution, human crowding, and build-
ing density.

We, for one, do not think peregrines be-
long there. Instead, it would make more
sense to insure the protection of unspoiled
areas-for the benefit of all wildlife.

Man shouldn't write-off crucial habitat to
development. Then use its loss as an ex-
cuse to get peregrines to switch from dliff
nesting to structure nesting.

To receive a copy of our editorial about
peregrines in the cities, write: The Birds of
Prey Society, Box 8914, Pacific Palisades,
Calif. 90272.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

HAWK MOUNTAIN SANCTUARY

50 Years of Conservation, Education
and Research—1984 marks the 50th An-
niversary of the founding of Hawk
Mountain Sanctuary. The Sanctuary, sit-
uated on the crest of the Appalachian
Mountains in eastern Pennsylvania was
the first sanctuary in the world for birds
of prey. Since 1934, Hawk Mountain
Sanctuary has led the world in raptor con-
servation, education and research.

Prior to the founding of the Sanctuary,
Hawk Mountain was the site of the yearly
autumnal slaughter of hawks, falcons and
eagles as they migrated out of eastern
North America to their wintering grounds
in the southern United States, the West
Indies and South America.

Because of the Sanctuary’s unique to-
pography and its high rock promontories,
fourteen species of northeastern diurnal
birds of prey can be easily viewed at sur-
prisingly close range.

Beginning in mid-August with the
southern movement of the Bald Eagle,
Hawk Mountain becomes host to thou-
sands of visitors who walk the mile-long
trail from the Visitor Center to the fa-
mous North Lookout to witness one of
the greatest spectacles nature has to offer.
From this rocky vantage point, one thou-
sand feet above the Schuylkill River, a
70-mile panorama opens up. Like the
prow of a ship, the lookout juts out from
the surrounding mountain ridges and
visitors often have the opportunity of
viewing the migrating hawks from
above. An average of 25,000 raptors pass
by each fall with Broad-winged Hawks
making up the bulk of the flight. They
come in mid-September. When the
weather conditions are favorable one can
see as many as 10,000 Broad-wingeds in
a single day. From late summer until the
cold winds come in December, hawks
and eagles are on the move. The season is
drawn to a close with the passing of the
majestic Golden Eagles, the largest of
North American raptors. Hawks are not
the only migrants passing over Hawk
Mountain. Throughout the fall thousands
of waterfowl, shorebirds and warblers
pass over the North Lookout.

Hawk Mountain Sanctuary, a 2000-
acre refuge, has ongoing educational and
research programs concerning not only
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