The Last Word

AJERT READERS will notice a change
in the way this issue is labelled.
Henceforth, rather than issuing Jan-
uary, March, May issues as previously,
we will call them January-February,
March-April, May-June, etc. The aim is
to make the issue name and its date of
publication more compatible, recogniz-
ing that in spite of all our efforts, our
issues have always been late. Nothing
else will be changed about these issues;
deadlines for field reports to subeditors
and regional editors, and their manu-
scripts to us, will remain in effect.
American Birds has a promptness
problem shared by few other journals.
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Inits four seasonal issues, it depends on
a vast data-gathering network, involv-
ing literally thousands of reporters,
whose information eventually funnels
into the 26 regional reports. Since we
want to be timely rather than historic in
approach, we want this material for-
warded, sorted, analyzed, wriltten up,
edited, and printed as quickly as possi-
ble. It’s a process that—like a news-
magazine—is always in a rush and even
at our optimum of response and proce-
dure, leaves barely enough time to
“make” the intended date. We some-
times envy those journals that have the
luxury of time to, in leisurely fashion,
correspond with authors, review manu-
scripts, edit and set galleys weeks or
months (sometimes even years) before
final publication, tinker and polish and
refine. Our Regional Editors and their
subeditors, contributors and coor-
dinators, and especially the “Changing
Seasons” Editors who must put it all
together in a cogent analysis, are all
unpaid volunteers and all are busy peo-
ple with vocations that have priority
over their work for us. So we can plead,
beseech, and coax, but we cannot de-
mand.

None of this is to imply that it is the
flow from our far-flung network to Third
Avenue that is the sole cause of delay.
Publishing a 1100-page journal, much of
it small print, that runs to a million
words a year, with an average of 80
illustrations in each issue, by an edito-
rial staff of three cannot be accom-
plished easily in normal work weeks.
Ours are not normal. But we're not
complaining. What we have is some-
thing unique in the world—an interna-
tional cooperative endeavor that re-
cords, season by season, the changing
birdlife of an entire continent—and late
or early we greet the arrival of each new
issue with the same anticipation that
you do. Thousands of us can share the
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feeling that this is indeed “‘our” journal.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE TO AU-
THORS AND CONTRIBUTORS. For
the publication year 1983 (Volume 37,
all issues) American Birds will use the
nomenclature and order of listing of the
Sth Edition of the A.O.U. Check-list, as
revised in various supplements up
through the 33rd, with a few exceptions
as noted on our latest Christmas Bird
Count forms. The reasons are twofold.
Much of the material in this issue was
prepared before the publication, in July,
1982, of the 34th Supplement with the
list as it will appear in the forthcoming
6th Edition, and that list, unfamiliar to
most compilers, was therefore not used
inthe 83rd Christmas Bird Count, which
will appear in our July-August 1983 is-
sue.

We will, however, adopt the 6th Edi-
tion nomenclature and order in Volume
38, 1984. This means that authors of
Winter-Bird Population Studies pres-
ently being conducted, and of Breeding
Bird Censuses this year, and all papers
henceforth submitted for publication
(including field notes starting with Au-
tumn, 1983) should use the new ter-
minology. The preview list can be pur-
chased from Dr. Glen E. Woolfenden,
Biology Dept., Univ. of South Florida,
Tampa, Florida 33620; price $3.00. See
also DeBenedictis, this issue.
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WE WELCOME AS Regional Editor of
the Western Great Lakes Region
(Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota)
and sharing the task with Daryl Tessen,
David Powell who lives in Kalamazoo,
Michigan, is a research biologist for the
Upjohn Company there, and whose pas-
sion has been birding for many years.
Dave has been a research associate of
the Kalamazoo Nature Center for ten
years and he has published extensively
in the Michigan Aubudon Society’s
state journal: Jack-Pine Warbler. He
has been the state compiler for Ameri-
can Birds since 1980. He has been a
member of the Michigan Ornithological
Records Committee since its inception
in April 1981. Dave has birded exten-
sively in Michigan, of course, as well as
the Rio Grande and Big Bend in Texas
and Attu in Alaska. Winter and Spring
season reports should be sent to him at
6634 North Westnedge Avenue, Kala-
mazoo, Michigan 49007.

—Robert Arbib
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