
The BEST of PERUVIAN BIRDING 
PLUS insights into PERUVIAN CULTURE 
Did you know that under the hlcas it was a 
punishable offense to disturb nesting birds 
on the guano islands? 

Experience Peru with a filmmaker/birder 
who documented this fascinating country 
for more than fifteen years. 

Peruvian birds are discerning, they inhabit 
the world's most picturesque places: the 
Amazon River and Tambopata rainforests; 
the elfin groves and cloud forests of the high 
jungle; the Andean pararno and altiplano; 
the coastal deserts and beaches, and the off- 
shore islands, 

From New York: all meals and services. 

Feb. 5/26, 1983 {22 days) $3045 
Jul. 2/23, 1983 {22 days) $3190 

Extensions to Ecuador/Galapagos. 

Write or call for detailed itineraries: 

THE SUN GROUP ß 505 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 (212) 867-1220 or 

SOUTH AMERICAN FIESTA ß 1780 B'way 
New York, NY 10019 (800) 223-1366 
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Why not go 
birding in Asia 
with the people 

who know it best? 

1983 

Birding Tours 
MALAYSIA 

Borneo/Malaya 
13 July - 14 Aug. 

Sumatra 

14 - 20 Aug. 

(Tours ma5 be taken consecutively or separately) 

Both tours led by BEN KING, Asia's 
foremost field birder, author of A Field 
Guide to the Birds of South-East Asia 
and currently writing A Field Iden- 
tification Handbook to the Birds of the 
Indian Region. 

Write for itineraries. 

The Last Word 

S MOST OF our readers are well 
aware, the long-awaited Sixth Edi- 

tion of the A.O.U. Check-list will be 

published in mid-1983, and a prelimi- 
nary list of species names, in its new 
order, has been published. American 
Birds has always based its nomencla- 
ture on the "official" A.O.U. list, with 
the various changes published in subse- 
quent supplements. The problem now 
arises: when should American Birds 

switch to the new list? The original plan 
was to change with the first issue of 
1983, but this would have entailed a 
radically revised Christmas Bird Count 
form this year, with many unfamiliar 
names and a confusing new order which 
were bound to give compilers and edi- 
tors headaches. Since the CBCs are 

published in July, and since we cannot 
have a Volume of issues with two differ- 

ent lists (from the Index standpoint 
alone), we have decided to adopt the 
new list beginning with January, 1984. 

We hope that by this coming spring, 
when the Winter Bird-Population Stud- 
ies are written for January 1984, and 
especially by December 1983, everyone 
will be familiar with the new list, which 
is quite similar to the Second A.B.A. 
Check-list, and the confusion will be at 
a minimum. Meanwhile, the CBC form 
for this year is revised only minimally, 
to acknowledge the names changed 
owing to lurepings and splittings. A 
near-future issue will have a full discus- 

sion of the Check-list. 

Speaking of the future, forthcoming 
issues will bring a wealth of material we 
will be proud to publish. The next (No- 
vember) is sue, for example, will feature 
a complete discography of North Amer- 
ican bird recordings, from the very first 
published record in 1931 to the present, 
including highlights from the record 
lists of other continents, a source list of 
bird sound libraries and other useful 

information, by Jeffery Boswall and 
Dominic Couzins. A never-heard-be- 

fore bound-in record of two tropical 
birds--a thrasher and a wren, will be 
included. A photographic essay on the 
unique tussock habitat of the Falkland 
Islands (yes--they are American!) by 
O. Sewall Pettingill is another highlight. 
And promised or already moving 
through the pipeline are articles and 
illustrative material that we consider 

first rate by any standards. Stay tuned. 
The Editor 

gold mine of information" 

--Roger Tory Peterson 

A chronicle of the origins, distribubons, 
ecology, and populations of watedowl w•th- 
in the remarkable ecosystem of the Chesa- 
peake Bay. illustrated with more than 100 
drawings and photographs. 

Waterfewl ef the 

Chesapeake Bay 
Ceuntry roo, 
Drawings by John W. $19.95 
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1983 

Birding Tour 
PHILIPPINES 

22 April-25 May 

Tour led by DR. ROBERT KENNEDY, 
leading authority in Philippine 
birds, and BEN KING, As•a's 
foremost field birder and author of 

A Field Guide to the Birds of 

Southeast Asia. 

Write for itinerary. 

910 American B•rds, September 1982 


