page a new delight. The author’s
straightforward and informed text
chronicles the desperate plight of the
crane in Japan, its recovery and the
current threats to its continued survival.
The bird’s life history 'is documented
with Hayashida’s remarkable pictures,
selected from his 20-year collection of
30,000 crane photographs. Objets d’art
with crane motifs and crane lore grace
the pages. A book to give someone you
love.—R.A.

A Dichotomous Key
to the
SHOREBIRDS
OF
NORTH AMERICA
By

T e - Y T T Richard Mellon
CURLEW SANDPIPER
e Easy to use, convenient in the fieid.
® Special key for rare and accidental species.
® 89 Species covered.

@ Tips for tinding and identifying rare species.
MELLON BIOLOGICAL SERVICES Dept. E
P.O. Box 63 Morrisville, PA 19067
$2.95 + .50 shipping

The Birdwatcher’s Dictionary. Peter
Weaver. 1981. T.A.D. Poyser, Ltd.
Available from Buteo Books, P.O. Box
481, Vermillion, SD 57069. 1ll. draw-
ings, maps. 154 pp. $15.50. An illus-
trated dictionary of more than1100 terms
ranging from technical and taxonomic
terms to birders’ slang. The viewpoint is
strictly British. Definitions are mostly
clear and succinct, but no pronuncia-
tions are given, nor few derivations.
Americans who wish to impress their
friends with Britishisms will find herein
such terms as dude, hoodwink, jizz,
banger, twitching, sibe, whiffling,
marsh cowboy, and bonxie. The num-
ber of British bird organizations men-
tioned is impressive. A few definitions
are questionable: glaucous—first mean-
ing is yellowish green, not bluish gray.
Extinct—"no longer breeding in a par-
ticular area” better defines extirpated.
There is a list of species with different
names in Britain and North America, a
code of ethics, and the British and Irish
list.—R.A.

Announcements

HAWK MOUNTAIN RESEARCH
AWARD

The Board of Directors of the Hawk
Mountain Sanctuary Association an-
nounces its fifth annual award for raptor
research.

To apply for the $500.00 annual
award, students should submit a
description of their research program, a
curriculum vitae, and two letters of
recommendation by October 31, 1982
to:

James J. Brett, Curator
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary Association
Route 2, Kempton, PA 19529

The final decision by the Board of
Directors will be made in February,
1983.

Only students enrolled in a degree-
granting institution are eligible. Both
undergraduate and graduate students
are invited to apply. Projects will be
picked on the basis of their potential
contribution to improved understand-

BIRD BONANZAS TOURS
are unique travel adventures to
exciting places. We are known for
our expert leaders, small groups
of people and large numbers of
birds. Participants on our recent
tours tell us they’re better than
ever. If you're interested in some-
thing out of the ordinary, try us.

1982

July 17 to August 7, Papua New
Guinea.
Leader, David Bishop.
$2395 plus airfare.

October 10 to November 6, Brazil.
Leader, Steve Hilty.
$3595 plus airfare.

1983
January — New Zealand.
Leader, David Bishop.
February — Philippine Islands.
Leader, Robert Kennedy.
March — Mexico
(Oaxaca & Chiapas).
Leader, Dave Simon.

1983

March — Taiwan, Hong Kong and
Okinawa.
Leaders, Peter Chen, Douglas
McWhirter & Michael Webster.
April — People’s Republic of
China.
Leader, Steve Hilty.

1983

May — Cuba Ivory-billed
Woodpecker Search.
Leader, Wally George.

June — RAwanda & Kenya.
Leader, Don Turner.

July — Colombian Amazon
Workshop.

Leader, Steve Hilty.

August — Indonesia
(Java, Sulawesi and Bali).
Leader, David Bishop.

September — Papua New Guinea.
Leader David Bishop.

October — Brazll.

Leader, Steve Hilty.

November — Ecuador.
Leader, Dave Simon.

December — Argentina.
Leader, Steve Hilty.

December — Antarctic Cruise.
Leaders, Staff of M/S World
Discoverer.

Bird Bonanzas, Inc.
P.O. Box 611563
North Miami, Florida 33161
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ing of raptor biology and their ultimate
relevance to conservation of North
American hawk populations.

CHARLES H. BLAKE

Charles H. Blake, who served Ameri-
can Birds as editor of Christmas Bird
Counts from the West Indies, and in
many other ways, died on December 6,
1981, at the age of 80. *‘Charlie,”” a most
genial and admirable man, was born in
Berkeley, California, and received his
bachelor’s and doctoral degrees in zool-
ogy at M.I.T., where he served on the
faculty for 32 years. A former president
of the Nuttall Ornithological Club, of
the Northeastern Bird-Banding Associ-
ation, and of the Chapel Hill Bird Club,
he was an Elective Member of the
A.0.U., and a Fellow of the A.A.A.S.
His interests, in addition to ornithology,
were museums and historical societies,
and he served on the boards of several
of them. He kept a keen and watchful
eye on our editorial content, as critic,
referee, and friend. We note his passing
with great regret.

Communications

April 15, 1980
To the editor:

Bird banding has one advantage and that is
the bander must keep records of individual
birds so he tends to have exact dates and
accurate identifications. I went back over my
records recently, looking for gaps in the
capture [at Hillsborough, near Durham,
N.C.] of supposedly rather common species
and I came up with the following tabulation:

Eastern Kingbird—Aug. '64-June '78, no
captures.

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher—Ilast Sept. ’70.
White-breasted Nutchatch—Feb. *69-Jan.
80, no captures; occasionally heard or
seen.

Bewick’s Wren—last Oct. *69.
Loggerhead Shrike—Feb. '72-Nov. 77,
no captures and none since.
Yellow-throated Vireo—IJuly '69-Apr. 76,
no captures and none since.

Tennessee Warbler—Sept. "69-Oct. *77 no
captures.

Black-throated Green Warbler—only
Sept. ’65.

Blackburnian Warbler—two captures May
'69 and Sept. ’78.

Grasshopper Sparrow—Ilast Oct. '62.
Savannah Sparrow—last Dec. *71.

Enter
the world
of Questers
nature
tours.

Stimulate your mind on a Questers tour

We search out the plants and animals
birds and flowers...and explore the rain for
ests, mountains and tundra, seashores, lakes
and swamps. Tours are under the leadership of
anaturalist, and range from 9 to 35 days There
is ample time to photograph, absorb, reflect
Tour parties are small, accommodations are
first class, and all meals are included

The current Directory of Worldwide Nature
Tours describes tours to: In Africa—Zim
babwe, Botswana, Kenya. /n Asia—India
Nepal, Bhutan, SriLanka. In Australasia—New
Zealand, Australia. In Europe—Iceland
Greece, Spain, Switzerland, Scotland. In the
Americas—Everglades, Alaska, Baja Califor
nia, Hawaii, Pacific Northwest, Costa Rica, Pan
ama, Amazon, Patagonia, Galapagos.

Write today for a free copy of the Directory
of Worldwide Nature Tours.

QUESTERS
Questers Tours & Travel, Inc.

Dept. AB, 257 Park Avenue South
New York, NY 10010 + (212) 673-3120
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AN
ATLAS
OF THE

BIRDS
OF THE

Colin Harrison

WESTERN
PALAEARCTIC

Expanding the artificial range usually studied by European
ornithologists and birdwatchers, Colin Harrison includes in this
volume 639 species, presented both in 3-color maps and in
individual text, with another 167 extralimital species shown in
full or in part on maps. The book covers the Himalayas, the
Caucasus, the Atlas, and the eastern European plains, as well as

Princeton University Press
41 William St. » Princeton, NJ 08540

320 pages. 673 maps + 810 illus. of birds.

western Europe.

6Y2x9% " $25.00
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