
acters, especially the leg color. elimi- 
nates all other gulls. 

HE ONLY RACE of L. fuscus col- 
lected in North America is grae!!- 

sii (American Ornithologists' Union 
Check-list, 1957) and the mantle color of 
the Panamanian bird agrees with the 
color of that race rather than the darker 

mantied L. f. fuscus of Scandinavia. In 
recent years there have been numerous 
sightings of Lesser Black-backed Gulls 
from Canada, the Atlantic coast of 
North America to Florida, Texas and 
California (Binford, 1978). This species 
may be following the trend shown by the 
Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus) 
and the Little Gull (L. minutus) which, 
after years of repeated sightings, were 
finally found to be breeding in North 
America. At the present, the Lesser 
Black-backed Gull breeds no closer to 

North America than Greenland (Vaurie, 
1965). In the Old World, this species 
regularly winters in tropical Africa. 
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Recent Books 

The Japanese Crane, Bird of Happi- 
ness. Text by Dorothy Britton, photo- 
graphs by Tsuneo Hayashida. Fore- 
word by S. Dillon Ripley. 1982. 
Kodansha International, Tokyo, New 
York. 64 pp., quarto. $15.50. A beauti- 
ful book from cover to cover: elegantly 
produced, splendidly illustrated, each 
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WHERE TO FIND BIRDS 
IN NEW YORK STATE 

Tire Top 500 Sites 

WHERE TO FIND BIRDS 

IN NEW YORK STATE: 

The Top 500 Sites 

Susan Roney Drennan 
Foreword by Roger Tory Peterson 

This is the first comprehensive birding site guide for a//of New 
York, with information on and directions to more than 500 top 
birding sites. Each site has a seasonal rating, physiographic de- 
scription, and list of species likely to be found there. Other 
sections include sites and habitats for hawks, rare, pelagic, resi- 
dent, and migratory birds. Includes 106 detailed maps prepared 
especially for this book. Whether for use in the field or at home, 
Where to Find Birds in New York State will be invaluable for both 
the serious and amateur birder. 

672 pages, 106 maps, bibliography, index Cloth $38.00 
Paper $18.95 

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY PRESS 

Dept. BA • 1011 East Water Street 

Syracuse, NY 13210 

Volume 36, Number 3 337 



page a new delight. The author's 
straightforward and informed text 
chronicles the desperate plight of the 
crane in Japan, its recovery and the 
current threats to its continued survival. 

The bird's life history'is documented 
with Hayashida's remarkable pictures, 
selected from his 20-year collection of 
30,000 crane photographs. Objets d'art 
with crane motifs and crane lore grace 
the pages. A book to give someone you 
1ove.--R.A. 

CURLEW SANDPIPER 

A Dichotornous Key 
to the 

SHOREBIRDS 

OF 

NORTH AMERICA 

Richard Mellon 

ß Easy to use, convenienl in the field. 
ß Special key lot rare and accidental species. 
ß 89 Species covered_ 
ß T•ps 1or finding and adentifymg rare species. 
MELLON BIOLOGICAL SERVICES Oept. E 

P.O_ Box 63 Morriswile, PA 19067 

$2.95 + .50 shipping 

The Birdwatcher's Dictionary. Peter 
Weaver. 1981. T.A.D. Poyser, Ltd. 
Available from Buteo Books, P.O. Box 
481,'Vermillion, SD 57069. Ill. draw- 
ings, maps. 154 pp. $15.50. An illus- 
trated dictionary of more than 1100 terms 
ranging from technical and taxonomic 
terms to_ birders' slang. The viewpoint is 
strictly British. Definitions are mostly 
clear and succinct, but no pronuncia- 
tions are given, nor few derivations. 
Americans who wish to impress their 
friends with Britishisms will find herein 

such terms as dude, hoodwink, jizz, 
banger, twitching, sibe, whiffling, 
marsh cowboy, and bonxie. The num- 
ber of British bird organizations men- 
tioned is impressive. A few definitions 
are questionable: glaucous•first mean- 
ing is yellowish green, not bluish gray. 
Extinct--"no longer breeding in a par- 
ticular area" better defines extirpated. 
There is a list of species with different 
names in Britain and North America, a 
code of ethics, and the British and Irish 
list.--R.A. 

Announcements 

HAWK MOUNTAIN RESEARCH 

AWARD 

The Board of Directors of the Hawk 

Mountain Sanctuary Association an- 
nounces its fifth annual award for raptor 
research. 

To apply for the $500.00 annual 
award, students should submit a 
description of their research program, a 
curriculum vitae, and two letters of 
recommendation by October 31, 1982 
to: 

James J. Brett. Curator 

Hawk Mountain Sanctuary Association 
Route 2, Kempton, PA 19529 

The final decision by the Board of 
Directors will be made in February, 
1983. 

Only students enrolled in a degree- 
granting institution are eligible. Both 
undergraduate and graduate students 
are invited to apply. Projects will be 
picked on the basis of their potential 
contribution to improved understand- 

BIRD BONANZAS TOURS 
are unique travel adventures to 
exciting places. We are known for 
our expert leaders, small groups 
of people and large numbers of 
birds. Participants on our recent 
tours tell us they're better than 
ever. If you're interested in some- 
thing out of the ordinary, try us. 

1982 

July 17 to August 7, Papua New 
Guinea. 

Leader, David Bishop. 
$2395 plus airfare. 

October 10 to November 6, Brazil. 
Leader, Steve Hilty. 
$3595 plus airfare. 

1983 
January -- New Zealand. 

Leader, David Bishop. 
February -- Philippine Islands. 

Leader, Robert Kennedy. 
March -- Mexico 

(Oaxaca & Chiapas). 
Leader, Dave Simon. 

1983 

March -- Taiwan, Hong Kong and 
Okinawa. 

Leaders, Peter Chen, Douglas 
McWhirter & Michael Webster. 

April -- People's Republic of 
China. 
Leader, Steve Hilty. 

1983 
May -- Cuba Ivory-billed 

Woodpecker Search. 
Leader, Wally George. 

June -- Rwanda & Kenya. 
Leader, Don Turner. 

July -- Colombian Amazon 
Workshop. 
Leader, Steve Hilty. 

August -- Indonesia 
(Java, Sulawesi and Bali). 
Leader, David Bishop. 

September -- Papua New Guinea. 
Leader David Bishop. 

October- Brazil. 

Leader, Steve Hilty. 
November- Ecuador. 

Leader, Dave Simon. 
December -- Argentina. 

Leader, Steve Hilty. 
December -- Antarctic Cruise. 

Leaders, Staff of M/$ World 
Discoverer. 

Bird Bonanzas, Inc. 
P.O. Box 611563 

North Miami, Florida 33161 
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