abundance, ecological occurrence,
summary of specimens, designations of
pertinent localities where the species
occurs, and natural history and behav-
1or observations. In total a commend-
able job.—S.R.D.

The Molt of Scrub Jays and Blue Jays
in Florida—G. T. Bancroft and G. E.
Woolfenden. The American Ornitholo-
gists” Union. 1982. vii + 51 pp., 15 text
figures. $8.00 ($6.50 to A.0.U. mem-
bers) paperbound. This is Number 29 in
the A.0.U.’s Ornithological Mono-
graphs series. This is a landmark study
that investigates true molt-breeding
overlap for individual birds whose exact
breeding status is known. The authors
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Africa:

convincingly suggest that the timing and
duration of molt i1s adapted to favor
maximum flying ability during peak per-
iods of territorial defense, breeding,
feeding and dispersal. They provide a
consistent and fascinating hypothesis
that females of these closely related
corvids inhibit or delay the onset of molt
until termination of active nesting, in
order to minimize the effects of heat and
water stress. That is, to better balance
water levels and more efficiently de-
crease heat load (thermoregulate), dur-
ing breeding. Excellently written and
incredibly interesting.—S.R.D.

Bird Songs in the Dominican Republic
(Cantos de Aves en la Republica Domini-
cana).—Sound recordings by George B.
Reynard. Laboratory of Ornithology,
Cornell Univ., Ithaca, NY. 1981. 4
sides, 100 species, with jacket commen-
tary by Reynard. Just received and not
yet heard, but this collection of sounds
from a lesser-known island ranges
through the Dominican avifaunal list
from Least Grebe to Rufous-collared
Sparrow and promises fascinating lis-
tening. Especially interesting, taxo-
nomically, are recordings of Palm Chat,
Ashy-faced Barn Owl and Potoo. The
text is in English and Spanish. Dates
and locations of recordings would have
added interest to the jacket text, but if,
as we are confident, this release is up to
Reynard and Cornell standards, it is a
recommended addition to your sound
library.—R.A.

Songs of the Vireos and their allies:
Family Vireonidae, Vireos, Pep-
pershrikes, Shrike-Vireos, and Green-
lets. Jon. C. Barlow. Royal Ontario
Museum. Ara-7. Ara Records, 1615
N.W. 14th Ave., Gainesville, FL 32605.

ALASKAN WILDERNESS
ADVENTURE

One of Alaska’s only lodges where you join a year-round
resident family. Sincere, informal hospitality in a cradle of
spectacular sea and mountain panoramas. Gateway to the
Kenai Fiords, this roadless area with McKinley and the
Probloffs is the place in Alaska for birders, naturalists,
photographers and wilderness enthusiasts. The worlds 2nd
largest tides, prolific sea bird and marine productivity set
this area apart from all others. Smoking volcanoes, blue ice
glaciers, nesting eagles, sea otter, seal and sea lion, whales.
Untracked beaches, forest trails, help pull crab pots, catch
salmon, (rout, visit our remote brown bear photographic
camp near McNeil River Sanctuary (world’s largest concen-
tration) or mountain lake fly-in camp. An in-depth ex-
perience with Mike McBride Reg. Guide, Naturalist. Bush

Name..... —- plane fly-in 5 days with guide $1500.
Address . KACHEMAK BAY WILDERNESS LODGE
’ T China Poot Bay via Homer Alaska 99603
et memmpreriies GO0 e Radio/Phone Contact 9G7-235-8910
Considered by our guests, one of Alaskas most worthwhile
Note Date. experiences
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$12 00 Another superior production n
the series published by the Hardys, this
one represents a feat of no mean propor-
tions, in that it has gathered the songs of
39 of the 43 members of this New World
family, in 68 separate examples, re-
corded mostly by Dr. Barlow, but also
by R. D. James and others. The record-
ings themselves are remarkably clear
and free of background noise. You will
not play this recording for the beauty of
the songs, for, as Barlow writes, ‘‘there
is a certain off-key flatness or even
harshness to the songs of most of them

The repetitiveness . .. loudness and
persistence of their songs is a hall-
mark.”” Nonetheless, the record can be
a marvelous identification guide, and a
revealing survey of one bird family’s
vocalizations. The jacket text by Bar-
low is informative. Recommended —
R.A.

Announcements

MEETINGS

The sixth annual meeting of the Colo-
nial Waterbird Group will be held No-
vember 4-7, 1982, in Washington, D C
A symposium on the feeding biology of
waterbirds is planned. Anyone wishing
to contribute papers to either the sym-
posium or general sessions or obtain
information concerning registration

r 7“
{' ;b' Announcing the gyl
200 SPECIES/3 D
1982 CAPE MAY AUTUMN
WEEKEND
eens.  Cape May, NJ
Q:irt_r?ftime: Oct. 1’ 263

Join NJ Audubon and Cape May Bird
Observatory in a 37 year tradition.

Weekend Package includes — 3 days/2 nts at
the birder approved Golden Eagle Motel, Friday
and Saturday dinner; Saturday and Sunday
breakfast, evening programs, all workshops,
field trips, and BIRDING af qutumn’s migration
mainline.
Package Cost: $140 per person/double
occupancy. Write for descriptive brochure
=3 "Weekend”, CMBO, PO Box 3,
) s Cape May Pt, NJ, 08212.

/ or call: (609) 884-2736 |
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should contact Dr Michael Erwin, U S
Fish & Wildhfe Service, Patuxent
Wildlife Research Center, Laurel, MD
20708.

The International Symposium on the
Tamaulipan Biotic Province will be held
at La Quinta Royale Motor Inn, Corpus
Christi, Texas, October 28-30, 1982.
The symposium will include all ecologi-
cal aspects of the biome: vegetation,
mvertebrates, vertebrates, ecological
structure and function, biological re-
sources and management. Anyone in-
terested in contributing papers should
contact Gene W. Blacklock, Curator,
Welder Wildlife Foundation, P.O.
Drawer 1400, Sinton, Texas 78387. For
information on registration contact Jim-
mue R. Picquet, Director, John E. Con-
ner Museum, Texas A & I University,
P O Box 2172, Kingsville, Texas 78363.

The American Ornithologists’ Union
will hold its annual meeting in Chicago,
Illino1s, October 10-14, 1982. For fur-
ther information on the scientific pro-
gram or registration contact: James R.
Karr, Program Chairman, Department
of Ecology, Ethology, and Evolution,
University of Illinois, 606 East Healey,
Champaign, Illinois 61820.

WORK IN PROGRESS

A comprehensive study of the Le-
sotho, South Africa, birdlife entitled
“An Annotated Checklist to the Birds
of Lesotho’ is being prepared and its
author seeks any field notes or photo-
graphs from birders who have visited
Lesotho. Please send all information to:
Kurt Bonde, Lyngens Kvarter 108,
DK-7400 Herning, Denmark.

In an effort to study the growth, de-
velopment, behavior and dispersion

rates and migration routes between
broods of different sizes of Red-shoul-
dered Hawks, nestlings have been color
banded. Please report any sightings of
immature, color-banded (red, yellow,
white, blue) Red-shouldered Hawks,
with notations on site location and color
band sequence to the Bird Banding La-
boratory, Laurel, Maryland 20811, with
acopy to Brenda L. Penak, Department
of Renewable Resources, MacDonald
College of McGill University, Ste.
Anne de Bellevue, Quebec, Canada.

A long term study whose aim is to
determine the chief autumn migration
routes for many bird species that winter
south of the United States is in progress
at Tall Timbers Research Station. Vol-
unteers are needed to contribute field
observations in the areas around Dallas,
Texas and from northern Alabama
south to the Gulf of Mexico. Field data
should be taken as is done on a Christ-
mas Bird Count. Exact counts or close
estimates should be made for all species
seen or heard. The observer should
keep an accurate record of time afield.
Trips should be made to a variety of
areas with differing habitats in order to
obtain more nearly complete represen-
tation of migrants’ occurrence. Anyone
wishing to assist with this project
should contact: Henry M. Stevenson,
Tall Timbers Research Station, Route 1,
Box 160, Tallahassee, Florida 32312.

GRANT PROGRAMS

The North American Loon Fund
(NALF) announces the availability of
two grant programs for support of new
or current research, management, or
education projects that may yield useful
information for Common Loon conser-
vation in North America.

The first of these programs, the Ro-

The

A
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Licéaclee,m

“Everything for the Wild Bird Enthusiast”

BOOKS FOR BIRD LOVERS

In Print: Write for free list of Books and Records
Out of Print: Books bought and sold. Want lists encouraged.
You will be quoted if or when available.
Bushell Optical Equipment available at 25% discount.

702 Marshall St., Houston, Texas 77006

(713) 528-0139

bertJ Lurtsema Research Award, con-
sists of a $1000 stipend available annu-
ally for a suitable research project
focused on a member of the family
Gaviidae. Preference will be given to
students and independent researchers
with limited availability of other fund-
ing.

The second program offers modest
grants in support of research, manage-
ment, or educational projects directly
related to the conservation of the Com-
mon Loon as a breeding species. Pro-
posals in the range of $500 to $3000 are
most likely to be considered for fund-
ing. Further guidelines for prospective
applicants are available upon request
from: The North American Loon Fund
Grants Committee, North American
Loon Fund, Meredith, New Hampshire
03253.

PROJECT VIREO

The Academy of Natural Sciences of
Philadelphia has initiated an archival
library of bird photography for science,
art, and education. It is a centralized
collection using archivally-sound stor-
age techniques coupled with computer-
based access. The program, VIREO or

% n 7@&4 Zr&

P.O. BOox 196
PLANETARIUM STATION
NEW YORK, NY
10024 U S A.

(212) 866-7923

birding in Asia
with the people
who know it best?

1983
Birding Tours

JAPAN
8 Jan. - 3 Feb.

TAIWAN/HONG KONG
3 - 15 Feb./15 - 20 Feb.

(Tours may be taken consecutively or separately)

Both tours led by BEN KING, Asia’s
foremost field birder, author of A Field
Guide to the Birds of South-East Asia
and currently writing A Field Iden-
tification Handbook to the Birds of the
Indian Region.

Write for itineraries.
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Visual Resources for Ornithology, was
founded due to the collaborative fore-
sight of Crawford H. Greenewalt and
Frank B. Gill. 1t now functions under
the direction of Peter Myers, Assistant
Curator of Ornithology at the Academy.

Many of the photographs American
Birds publishes in our regional seasonal
reports to document rarities or other
distributional records are desirable for
the VIREO collection. VIREO requests
that we submit these photographs to
them for safe-keeping. They will copy
and then return either the original or the
duplicate to the photographer, depend-
ing upon the photographers’ needs.

American Birds encourages photog-
raphers to participate in this program.
We ask that all photographers who wish
their photographs to be forwarded to
VIREQ label their slides or prints with
the acronym VIREO. American Birds
will only forward photographs so
marked. VIREO staff will review all
photographs received, and communi-
cate directly with the photographer
about whether and how the material will
be accessioned into the collection.

Enter
the world
of Questers
nature
tours.

Stimulate your mind on a Questers tour

We search out the plants and animals,
birds and flowers. and explore the rain for-
ests, mountains and tundra, seashores, lakes
and swamps Tours are under the leadership of
anaturalist, and range from 9 to 35 days. There
1s ample time to photograph, absorb, reflect
Tour parties are small, accommodations are
first class, and ali meals are included

The current Directory of Worldwide Nature
Tours describes tours to In Africa—Zim-
babwe, Botswana, Kenya /n Asia—India,
Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka. in Australasia—New
Zealand, Australia. In Europe—Iceland,
Greece, Spain, Switzerland, Scotland. In the
Amernicas—Everglades, Alaska, Baja Califor
nia, Hawaii, Pacific Northwest, Costa Rica, Pan-
ama, Amazon, Patagonia, Galapagos

Write today for a free copy of the Directory
of Worldwide Nature Tours

QUESTERS

Questers Tours & Travel, Inc.
Dept. AB, 257 Park Avenue South
New York, NY 10010 « (212} 673-3120
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VIREO also invites photographers to
contribute slides directly. Various con-
tractual arrangements with photogra-
phers are possible. For more informa-
tion, contact:

Director, VIREO

Academy of Natural Sciences,
19th and The Parkway,
Philadelphia, PA 19103.

A fuller description of the VIREO
program, including the problems and
methods of archiving color slides, will
appear in a forthcoming issue of Ameri-
can Birds.

The Last Word

LTHOUGH WE OURSELVES have

been known to be subject to undis-
covered typographical errors in the one
million words we publish each year, we
can truthfully say that we do krnow the
correct spelling and punctuation of the
bird names we print. We are, however,
constantly astonished at the lack of
familiarity with those names shown by
some—many, actually—of the authors
of the studies we publish in January, the
Christmas Bird Counts, and even some
major papers. Many of these are pre-
pared by graduate students or their
mentors, and presumably reviewed by
the latter before we get them. We can
understand obvious typing errors such
as Sprauge’s Pipit, Overbird, Leasser
Goldfinch, and Tudted Titmouse, but
countless others are received that indi-
cate unfamiliarity with long-established
nomenclature.

Probably the commonest class of er-
ror is the capitalization of hyphenated
names (but correct in Storm-Petrel,
etc.,) such as Long-Billed Dowitcher,
Ring-Bitled Gull, Double-Crested Cor-
morant, and Red-Breasted Merganser.
Others frequently appear as unmodified
generic names: Pheasant, Cowbird,
Meadowlark, Crow, Coot, Redwing,
Shoveler. Some are hyphenated where
none is needed: Great-horned Owl,
Semi-palmated Sandpiper, Tri-colored
Blackbird. Others omit required hy-
phens: Blackbellied Plover, Redwinged
Blackbird. Others misspell patronym-
ics: Allan’s Hummingbird, Heerman’s
Gull, Stellar’s Jay, Perhaps the com-
monest mistake is Eastern (or Western)
Peewee, notwithstanding the kiddie
baseball leagues. Vermillion as a Fly-

catcher 1s wrong, as 1t 1s for places 1n
five states and one province, but correct
in South Dakota and Indiana. Phoebe is
not spelled Pheobe, Chickadee is not
Chicadee. “It’s no longer American
Crow, Common Bushtit (or Bush Tit),
Bob White, Sora Rail or Night Hawk.
Widgeon has been spelled Wigeon for a
number of years.

Authors can expect us to catch and
correct their mistakes, but if a paper has
thirty of them the chances are greater
that we miss one, than if there aren’t
any to start with. With the correct
names available in any infinite variety of
sources, there is little excuse for any
more Shovellers.

All this is prefatory to a new compli-
cation, which is the imminent publica-
tion of our ‘“Bible” on nomenclature,
the A.0.U. Check-List, of which the
6th Edition is due in 1983. Already a list
of species names for Canada and the
United States has been circulated, with
a number of largely-anticipated
changes. We will adopt these changed
names, and more importantly the new
taxonomic sequence, with the Septem-
ber 1982 issue. Manuscripts intended

PERUVIAN BIRDS
An Annotated Checklist

by T. A. Parker III, Susan A.
Parker and Manuel Plenge

Features a bird-finding chapter,
habitat photos, 3 maps, occurrence
and abundance for 1678 species,
references, color painting by John
O’Neill. Soft cover, 7x10”, 104 p.
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AND IRELAND by A.J. Prater

440 p., illus. $37.50

THE BIRDWATCHER’S
DICTIONARY by P. Weaver

Over 1100 entries. $17.50
Summer 1982:

GULLS, AN IDENTIFICATION

GUIDE by Peter Grant

Atlantic gulls, illus. $32.50
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