The Last Word

WE ARE MAKING a serious and time-
consuming effort to discover and
eliminate errors in our mailing list,
which is now computerized and managed
for us by an outside firm. The process of
switching from our former method to the
new, resulted in a small number of sub-
scribers who either were inadvertently
omitted from the new list, or whose
addresses were incorrectly transcribed:
either case resulting in non-delivery.
Equally frustrating to us, some changes
of address have been added to the list
without old addresses being deleted,
resulting in double mailings.

We are currently checking every
address label in a complete computer
printout of our current list. While non-
delivery can result from postal mishaps
beyond our control, we believe that this
task will result in far fewer complaints.
However, bear in mind that we cannot
check a duplicate printout for each issue.
The only way we can become aware of a
problem is if the subscriber tells us. We
replace recent missing copies without
charge if reported promptly, but we look
with some skepticism upon claims by
libraries that an entire volume was never
received, two years ago.

Chances for errors on our list multiply
when renewals for expired subscriptions
reach us late. If your subscription expires
with this issue, and you delay your
renewal beyond a week before the day of
the May issue mailing, you have already
been deleted from the mailing list, and
then must be re-entered. Your May issue
must be mailed separately and later, at
higher rates, and if we must send a sec-
ond notice before your renewal, our total
extra cost for your renewal is almost $1.

IN AMERICAN BIRDS 32:1093-94 (1978)
we spelled out in detail the kinds of
articles and short papers we are inter-
ested in. Here, revised slightly, is what
we said then, and it still applies today.

FOR MANY YEARS American Birds, for-
merly Audubon Field Notes, has
been the major publication in document-
ing the changing birdlife of the North
American continent.

Much of the material we publish results
from the field observations and studies
of thousands of amateurs and profes-
sionals alike, on species distribution, on
population dynamics, on migration, and
on the rare occurrence of American
birds. These areas of concern are evident
in our quarterly regional reports, our
Changing Seasons summaries, our Christ-
mas Bird Counts, our habitat studies of
small tracts, and in the major and minor
articles submitted to us both by profes-
sionals and amateurs. We want every
author and potential author of papers in
all our fields of interest to know that we
welcome and actively solicit for publica-
tion pertinent manuscripts and illustra-
tions. If you have an idea you think
might make an interesting article (by you
or someone else) tell us about it.

IN THE EVER-MORE-CROWDED field of
journals, we think that authors are
rewarded in choosing American Birds
for publication in a unique way: they
reach a circulation of 14,500+, including
hundreds of universities and colleges,
and a readership of 24,000+.

Included in our circulation are at least
2000 professional ornithologists in
higher education, conservation, museum
or wildlife positions; a sizable constit-
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The ideal companion to your field
guide. A must for serious birders!
¢ All the facts on 700 birding “hot
spots” east of the Mississippi
* Twice as many entries as any
other birder’s guide
® Thorough descriptions of each
site, state by state, with lists of
noteworthy species.
¢ Includes local sanctuaries and
Nature Conservancy properties as
well as national parks and refuges
® Provides addresses, road
directions and phone numbers
¢ Individual state maps locate prime
birding spots
¢ Handsome illustrations

A Birdwatcher’s Guide
to the Eastern United States
by Alice M. Geffen

352 pages $6.95 paper, $15.95 cloth
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uency in itself. Many authors tell us they
are amazed at the widespread response
publication in American Birds brings
them. And we feel certain that, because
of our editorial policy of fostering
readability in manuscripts, American
Buirds is more thoroughly read than some
journals. We have one other editorial
policy that benefits authors of timely
“occurrence” articles: we do not publish
articles in strict order of receipt or accept-
ance, but when possible rush into print
as soon as possible (sometimes within
days of receipt) articles and photographs

Enter
the world
of Questers
nature
tours.

When you travel with Questers, you have the
advantage of our knowledge of the travel world
And our experience of the natural world We are
lravel professionals And our only tour program Is
Worldwide Nature Tours.

Under the leadership of an accompanying
naturalist, we search out the plants and animals,
birds and flowers  rain forests, mountains, and
tundra. seashores, lakes, and swamps of the
regions we explore At the same time, we include
the more usual attractions in touring—the cities,
archaeological sites, and people

The current Directory of Worldwide Nature
Tours describes 29 tours varying from 9 to 36 days
and going to virtually every part ot the world In-
cluded are The Amazon, Peru, Patagonia, Galapa-
gos, Hawan, Alaska, Death Valley, Everglades,
Ladakh, Sn Lanka, Iceland, Scotland, Greece,
Austraha, and New Zealand Tour parties are small,
the pace leisurely, and itineraries unusual

Call or write Questers or see your Travel
Agent today for your free copy of the Directory of
Worldwide Nature Tours

QUESTERS
Questers Tours & Travel, Inc.

Dept. AB380, 257 Park Avenue South
New York, N.Y. 10010 « (212) 673-3120

graphs in this category. All articles, long
and short, are refereed before publication.

HERE THEN, are the categories of con-
cern in which we continue to seek
and publish articles.

Bird Distribution. We want articles
about single species: Cassin’s Sparrow
(September, 1977), or groups of species:
Reclaimed surface mines (January, 1978),
changes in range, winter or summer:
Am. Woodcock (November, 1978), single
occurrences of importance: Eared Tro-
gon (May, 1978), summaries of rare
occurrences: Curlew Sandpiper (Septem-
ber, 1978), or annotated lists: Birds of
Antigua (November, 1978).

Migration. We seek articles about
orientation, mechanics, sampling stud-
ies, unusual phenomena. Example: Trans-
atlantic autumn migration (May 1978).

Field Identification. We solicit full
scale or short articles on difficult species
or groups, illustrated. Recent examples
include: Eskimo and Little Curlews
(March, 1977), Seabirds of the Bay of
Fundy (March, May, 1978), Pine Siskin
plumage (June, 1976).

Site Guides. We publish comprehen-
sive, well-illustrated, professionally-
mapped studies of interesting or impor-
tant birding areas. Recent example:
Coastal Marin County, California (May,
1978).

Field Study Techniques. We want arti-
cles on the ‘“how to” of bird study.
Examples: Birdwatching etiquette (June,
1976), Recording bird positions at sea
(November, 1977), Basic bird book
library (October, 1976), Making sound
recordings (May, 1977), On taking field
notes (September, 1977), Telephoto flash
(September, 1978).

Behavioral Notes. Many of the pub-
lished *“‘S.A.s” in the regional reports
are in fact notes on unusual bird behav-
ior, and we welcome picture essays or
short articles on this subject. Examples:
Roof-nesting Least Terns (February, 1975),
1975), Green Heron using feather lure
(June, 1975).

Rare and Endangered Species. We
welcome status reports on closely mon-
itored endangered or threatened species.
Examples: Hawaiian forest species (May,
1977), California Condor (August, 1976),
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Eskimo Curlew (March, 1977), Ivory-
billed Woodpecker recording (June, 1975).

Photographs. We always seek photo-
graphs as documentation of rare occur-
rences, to illustrate articles on identifica-
tion or behavior, and for covers. Cover
photographs must meet our very high
standards and we pay $100 for volun-
teered photographs selected as covers.
Picture essays are welcome.

Drawings. We would like to vary the
appearance of our pages with black-and-
white drawings, to be used as decorative
or instructive illustrations. They can be
rendered in pencil, pen, scratchboard,
wash, or any preferred technique. If you
are willing to provide illustrations of
subjects we may suggest, let us hear from
you.

Our primary concern is North Amer-
ica, including the Hawaiian archipelago,
and Bermuda, Mexico and Central
America, the West Indies, and South
America. We do, however, review books
and list tours from and to other con-
tinents, and we do include the Eastern
Hemisphere for the Near and Rat island
groups of Alaska.

For further information and sugges-
tions for authors, see American Birds,
30(6) second cover, or communicate with
the Editor.

* ok %

IMPORTANT POSTSCRIPT. On
January 1, 1980, American Birds
ended its policy of accepting two-year
subscriptions. There is a one word
explanation for this: inflation. No
longer can we even roughly predict
our costs a year in advance, much less
for longer periods of time. Recently
we increased, with regret, our one-
year subscriptions from $10 for the
United States and $12 for Canada and

foreign, to $12 and $14. If we con-
tinued to accept two-year subscrip-
tions at the old rates of $18 and $20,
we would, in effect, be charging only
$6 for the second year’s subscription.

If we could somehow fairly accu-
rately estimate our costs for 1981 and
1982, we might arrive at a safe longer-
term charge. But then it might well
look strange: $12 for one year, $26
for two, and 42 for three! A most dis-
turbing prospect.

Meanwhile, a number of subscribers
are still hopefully sending us two-or-
more years subscriptions, and others
are cagily extending subscriptions be-
yond future expiration dates. Our pol-
icy, however, must be to refund any
amounts in excess of the single year’s
fee that may be currently due.

—The Editor.

WONDER BIRD TOURS

TRINIDAD Sole rep. of Asa

Wright Nature Centre. Includes To-
bago. 26 Tours annually.

SURINAME Sole rep. of Forest
Service STINASU. 17 tours annually.

ROMANIA Four 14-day tours

annually. Danube Delta, Dobrodgea,
Fagaras Mts.

COSTA RICA Four  15-day

tours annually. Monteverde, La Selva,
Las Cruces.

ECUADOR Four 18-day tours
annually. Quito, Llmoncocha, Tina-
landia, Guayaquile.

Fully qualified leaders on all
tours. Send for information to:
WONDER BIRD TOURS, 500 Fifth
Avenue, Dept. T., New York,
N. Y. 10036
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-~ ~Birding Workshops at Autumn’s Migration Mainline
)

September 14-20, 1980
September 21-27, 1980
October 12-18, 1980

* Field identification workshops for birders who want to
become better birders — and this means almost everyone.
* Dffering the mast famous birding spot in North America at the
peak of migration ® Excellent leaders ® Fine accommodations
* NJ Audubon sponsors.
-~ Write for descriptive brochure: CMBO, P.O. Box 3, Cape May Pt,,
b iy NJ. 08212, or call (609) 884-2736.

SOUTH AMERICAN
NATURE TOURS:

~.
Black-browed Aibatross

BIRDS OF ECUADOR
Feb. 6-27
Jul. 31 - Aug. 21

Extraordinary journey to one of the
world's finest birding areas. In-
cludes Limoncocha. L.ed by Paul
Greenfield, the foremost expert on
Ecuador’'s 1400 species.

BIRDS OF PERU
Jul. 26 - Aug. 21

Amazon rainforest, desert coast,
huge pelagic bird colonies, plus
Cuzco and Machu Picchu. Leader:
Paul Donahue.

GALAPAGOS ISLANDS
Mar. 24 - Apr. 11

An in-depth Galapagos experience.
2 weeks aboard our comfortable
sailing yacht accompanied by ex-
pert naturalist guide. Plus several
days in Ecuador.

COSTA RICA NATURAL HISTORY
Feb. 2-17

2 weeks exploring the natural com-
munities of this beautiful, varied
land. Rainforests, deserts, high-
lands, 2 coasts, Naturalist guide.

PERUVIAN JUNGLE EXPEDITION
Aug. 4-21

Dugout canoe journey to the most
unspoiled region of the Amazon
basin—the Manu National Park.
{See Nov. 1979 Audubon article)
Extraordinary wildlife including pri-
mates, mammals and hundreds of
bird species.

ECUADOR NATURE EXPEDITION
Jul. 22 - Aug. 13
Aug. 13 - Sept. 3
Oct. 28 - Nov. 19
The Andes, the Amazon plus 1 week
in the Galapagos Islands.

o Small Groups
o Expert Leaders
* Write for free catalog

SOUTH AMERICAN 3
WILDERNESS ADVENTURES, Inc.

1760-AB Solano Avenue, Berkeley, CA 84707
(415) 524-5111
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