ducks, mostly N. Shovelers and Pintails, unti
they began departing for the n. in the second
week of March. Less common species among
them included several Mallards, Green-
winged Teal, two dozen Am. Wigeon and two
Hooded Mergansers. A d Garganey in full
breeding plumage was there Mar. 28 (RO),
and eight Koloa (Hawaiian Duck-En) were
recorded Mar. 31 (RC,RP). The wintering
Canada Goose remained until May 7.

SHOREBIRDS — Bristle-thighed Curlews
appeared this spring at their regular haunt
near Kii Pond, one Mar. 10 and two Apr. 11
(PB). A Bar-tailed Godwit coming into breed-
ing plumage was seen regularly at Kure Atoll
Mar. 15 - May 9 (MR). One in full breeding
plumage was at Lisianski 1., May 12-14, and
three in winter plumage were on Laysan I.,
May 15 (MR). Hawaiian (Black-necked-En)
Stilts started nesting very early at Kii Pond
this year, the first egg being found Mar. 10
(RO).

GULLS AND TERNS — A Glaucous Gull
in second-year plumage was at Kure Atoll
Mar. 15- Apr. 1 (MR). The W. Gull wintering
at Paiko Lagoon, O., remained through the
season. Two Laughing Gulls at Kii Pond were
last seen together Mar. 10 (DS), and one
remained until Apr. 10 (RC). Five Gray-

backed Terns Apr. 13 flying over Ku Pond
(RC) represented a remarkable record. In the
main Hawaiians, Gray-backeds nest only on
Moku Manu islet off Oahu’s s.e. coast, and
are virtually never reported any closer to the
main islands. At Johnston Atoll, Sooty Tern
nesting was in full swing with eggs, small and
large young present Apr. 25. Numbers were
estimated at 100,000 birds on East I., and
50,000 on Sand I. (CH). Hawaii’s first Caspian
Tern, reported last season, was seen at Kalua-
puhi Pond, K.M.C.A.S., O., through the
spring (m.ob.), and was still there May 31
(RC).

OWLS THROUGH HONEYCREEPERS
— A Short-eared Owl found at Kure Atoll
Apr. 16 was last seen flying to sea toward Mid-
way Atoll, 100 km to the e. (MR). Four
individuals were on Midway during the winter,
raising the possibility that these strays may
have been from Asia or Alaska. The Hawaiian
endemic race normally is confined to the main
Hawaiian Is., 2000 km s.e. of Midway. A stray
Mockingbird first reported in January at Tern
I., French Frigate Shoals, was still thriving
Mar. 15 when the island was revisited (CH).

Japanese Bush-Warblers were introduced to
Oahu 50 years ago, and remained rather
scarce until the late 1960s. Since then they
have been seen and heard more and more fre-

quently, and at new localities around the
island. Now the species has crossed the Kaiwi
Channel to Molokai. Its very distinctive song
was heard in April (TBe) and identified May
28 (LP) at Pepeopae Lookout in the high
mountains of Molokai, about 80 km from the
nearest point of Oahu. Its status and range on
the island will be better defined during the
U.S.F.&W.S. Forest Bird Survey this summer.
The ‘Q’u, one of the scarcest Hawaiian honey-
creepers, was observed again this spring on
Hawaii 1. (DR et al.) and on Kauai (ISi).

ABBREVIATIONS — Islands: K. = Kauai,
0. = Oahu, M. = Maui, H. = Hawaii; En =
Endangered Species, P.H.N.W.R. = Pearl
Harbor National Wildlife Refuge, K.M.C.A.S.
= Kaneohe Marine Corps Air Station.

CONTRIBUTORS — Tim Bertrand (TBe),
Gordon Black, Phil Bruner, Tim Burr,
Vernon Byrd, George Campbell, Rick Cole-
man, Ed Davis, Craig Harrison, Rey Larsen,
Leilani Pyle, Mark Rauzon, Don Reeser,
Jennifer Richardson, John Sincock (JSi), Dan
Snider, Jean-Marie Spoleman (JSp) —
ROBERT L. PYLE, 741 N. Kalaheo Ave.,
Kailua, HI 96734, and C. JOHN RALPH, U.S.
Forest Service, Institute of Pacific Islands
Forestry, 1151 Punchbowl St., Honolulu, HI
96813.

Alabama’s first Leach’s Storm-Petrel

D. Mark Brown and Brent Ortego

WHILE SEARCHING for shorebirds on
a peninsula that extends into a
bend of the Chattahoochee River at
Eufaula National Wildlife Refuge on
October 7, 1978, we discovered a dead
bird lying 25 meters to the west of the
river in Barbour County, Alabama.
Upon picking it up, we immediately rec-
ognized it as either a Leach’s (Oceano-
droma leucorhoa) or Harcourt’s (O. cas-
tro) Storm-Petrel by its single tubular
nostril, forked tail, white rump and
black feet. The specimen was in good
condition and was deposited at the
Auburn University Vertebrate Zoology
Museum, It is specimen number AUM 326.

We later identified the bird as a north-
ern Leach’s Storm-Petrel (O. /. leucorhoa).
It was distinguished from Harcourt’s by
its: (a) deeply forked tail — more so
than Harcourt’s (b) gray stripe bisecting
the white rump — absent in Harcourt’s
and (c) dark shafted white rump feath-
ers — Harcourt’s are light-shafted. The
subspecies was determined by the bird’s
large size (total length = 213 mm, wing
chord = 165, tarsus = 24, and culmen =
16) and almost totally white rump. The
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specimen was determined an adult male.

Bourne (1962, Leach’s Petrel, pp.
225-230 in R. S. Palmer (ed.), Handbook
of North American birds. Vol. 1. Yale
Univ. Press, New Haven, Conn. 567 pp.)
reported great geographic variation
occurring within the species; northern
subspecies being larger (wing chord =
153-160 mm, tarsus = 23-24, and culmen
= 15-16) and having the whitest rumps,
while those of the southern subspecies
were smaller (wing chord = 139-141, tar-
sus = 20, and culmen = 13) and darker.
The most southerly populations (0. I
chapmani) being very small and entirely
black.

T HE BIRD WE FOUND (Fig. 1) was
obviously of the northern race. This
subspecies breeds in the North Pacific
and Atlantic oceans. It has a wide winter
distribution with main concentrations
along tropical convergencies. Atlantic
stragglers have occurred between the
Canaries, Cuba, Buenos Aires and Cape
of Good Hope (Bourne op. cit.).

Since there was no inclement weather
prior to the bird’s discovery, its appear-

Fig. 1. Leach's Storm-Petrel at Eufaula
N.W.R., Ala., Oct. 7, 1978. Note tubenose,
deeply forked tail, v-shaped white rump
bisected by gray stripe, and long wings with
pale wingbar. Photo/Brent Ortego.

ance and death 200 km inland was a
mystery. The specimen represents the
first Alabama record and the first non-
aided inland record for the southeastern
United States.

—2013 Park St. SE, Decatur, Alabama
35601 (Brown); Dept. Zoology-Entomol-
ogy, Auburn University, Auburn, Ala-
Alabama 36830 (Ortego).
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Together, these two books
solve one of the major problems
faced by bird enthusiasts.

A revolutionary field handbook

Start in the field with the inex-
pensive, paperback BIRDER'S
FIELD NOTEBOOK. Until now,
you have had to invent your own
system and rely on makeshift
notebooks for recording observa-
tions and data. Now, for the first
time, a notebook is commercially
available with ready-made charts
for all pertinent details.

THE BIRDER'S FIELD
NOTEBOQOK gives you an or-
derly, simple way to master the
challenging activity of species
identification. Its logical, stand-
ardized method of recording
promotes accuracy in retaining
countless observations that might
otherwise be omitted or misinter-
preted. To accommodate novices
as well as experts, an introduc-
tory section explains the impor-
tance of crucial data, indicates
the accepted abbreviations and
symbols, and offers examples of
data recording. By simplifying the
time-consuming process of field
notation, this portable, water-
resistant pocket guide actually
allows you more time for fielding
and comparing notes.

An indispensable, lifetime record
No matter how you have been

taking field notes until now...or
will be taking them with THE
BIRDER'S FIELD NOTEBOQOOK...
you will also want to own the only
volume on the market that ena-
bles you to retain permanent
records of your sightings and
observations. THE NORTH
AMERICAN BIRDER'S LIBRARY
LIFELIST is a big (8%4" x 114"),
handsomely printed and bound
album that covers over 800 bird
species comprising the avifauna
of the continental United States
and Canada. With space for field
notes as well as three decades
of observations, the format
accommodates all the data that
expert birders consider crucial—

location and date of first sighting,
weather conditions, details of
habitat, number, sex and age, as
well as names of persons who
can corroborate the sightings.

Space is provided for the bird-
er's own snapshot or sketch of
the species. And there is ample
room for future sightings with a
listing by location, an area for
additional entries, plus space for
a variety of personal lists which
can be used for a period of thirty
years.

Examine them now, without risk

Just published, you'll find both
of these books at your bookseller.
Or use the coupon to order today.
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rom the publishers of this newly-revised
classic...
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DOUBLEDAY & COMPANY, INC.
t. ZA!

Dept. ZA-966
Garden City, New York 11530

Please send me:

copies of THE BIRDER'S FIELD
NOTEBOOK @ $4.95 each;
—copies of THE NORTH AMERICAN
BIRDER'S LIBRARY LIFELIST @
$24.95 each;

copies of THE WARBLERS OF
AMERICA @ $19.95 each.
Enclosed is my check or money order. |
understand you will pay all shipping and han-
dling charges unless my order fotals less
than $5.00; in that case, | am enclosing $1.00
extra. If | do not wish to keetﬁeany of the
books ordered, | may return them in good
cofnditljion within two weeks for a full, prompt
refund.

NAME
ADDRESS

CITY. STATE
Offer expires December 31, 1980.
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