
t 

lrl S March 977 



March 1977, Vol. 31, No. 2 

American Birds 
A bimonthly journal devoted to the birds qfthe Americas 

EDITORIAL ADVISORS 
John W. Aldrich 

Eugene Eisenmann 
Thomas R. Howell 
Frances C. James 

Robert J. Newman 

Roger Tory Peterson 
Olin Sewall Pettingill. Jr. 
Chandler S. Robbins 

George Miksch Sutton 
Dale A. Zimmerman 

EDITORS 

Les Line/Vice President for P•hh'cations 
Robert S. Arbib, Jr./Editor 

Susan Roney Dren nan/'Associate Editor 
Lois Heilbrun/Christmas Bird Count 

Willet T. Van Velzen/Breeding Bird Censuse3 
Ronald A. Ryder/Winter Bird Populations 
Jack Degnan/Circulation Manager 
Jeanne Gart/Editorial Assistant 

INFORMATION FOR AUTHORS 

AMERICAN BIRDS welcomes the submission of articles and photographs for publication. 
Our major areas of interest are the changing distribution, population, migration, and rare occurrence 

of the avifauna of North America, including Middle America and the West Indies. We solicit articles on 
problems in field identification, in our "Site Guide" series of birding locales, in our "Centers of Learning" 
series that profiles institutions concerned with ornithology, photo essays of unusual interest, or single 
photographs illustrating identification features, rare occurrence, unusual locale or habitat. 

For a "Work in Progress" column, we welcome notices of research projects seeking field reports or 
other collaboration; we publish advance notices of important conventions, meetings, sympos•a, 
seminars, and conferences or other ornithological news. We are looking for more articles on the 
techniques of birding, bird photography or sound-recording, on the order of"On the Art of Estimating 
Numbers," (AB 26: 706-12). 

All submissions will be carefully considered, but authors considering major submissions should 
correspond with the editors first. AMERICAN BIRDS publishes papers of a technical nature but only 
when written in a less-than-technical, easily readable style: i.e., no complicated equations, lengthy tables, 
or complex graphs. Major articles should be limited to 3000 words; exceptions may be agreed upon after 
consultation. All material submitted should be original, and previously unpublished. Manuscripts 
should follow accepted rules of format and style, be typewritten, double-spaced, on white paper, w•th 
generous margins. Photographs should be glossy black-and-white or color prints, clearly marked w•th 
author's name and addrcss. We require the original typescript and one carbon copy. All manuscripts w•11 
bc acknowledged, but authors •nust recugnizc that a backlog exists which •naycntail dela?cd public,ltnm 
at'•er acceptance. 

For further information address the editors at the American Birds offices, 950 Third Avenue, New 
York, N.Y. 10022. 

AMERICAN BIRDS is published six time5 a year. Editorial and business offices are located at 950 
Third Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022. Subscription: $10.00 a year, $18.00 for two years, for the U.S.A 
and Canada, $12.00 and $20.00 foreign. Single copies: Christmas Bird Count (July), $5.50 per copy: Fall 
Migration (March), Winter Season and Winter Bird Population Study (May). Spring Migration 
(September), Nesting Season (November) and the Breeding Bird Census (January). $1.75 per copy 
Checks and money orders should be made payable to AMERICAN BIRDS. Second class postage paid 
at New York, N.Y. and additional Post Offices. Copyright •' 1977 by the National Audubon Society, 
Inc. 

Postmaster: if undeliverable, please notify American Birds on Form .?579 at 950 Third Avenue, New 
York, l• Y. 10022. 

The Table of Contents for this issue will be fnund on the inside back cover 







About the Authors 
Harold Mayfield, who has devoted years to 

the study of the Kirtland's Warbler, is a former 
President of the Wilson Ornithological Society. 
He hves at 9235 River Road, Waterville, Ohio 
43566. 

Richard C. Banks is the Director of the Divi- 

sion of Cooperative Research, U.S. Fish & 
Wfidhfe Service, Washington, D.C. He is a 
former Secretary of the American Ornithol- 
ogists' Union. 

George V. N. Powell is a doctoral candidate 
(1977) at the Division of Environmental 
Studies, University of California, Davis, Davis, 
Cahfornia 95616. He won a citation from 

R A R.E. for his important contribution 
towards the establishment of the Monteverde 
Cloud Forest Preserve. 

Robert S. Kennedy is at the Museum of 
Zoology, Louisiana State University, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana 70892. 

J Chester Littlefield lives at 15 Governor's 
Avenue, Medford, Massachusetts. The Double- 

days, David and Ellen, live at Dark Entry 
Road, Cornwall Bridge, Connecticut 06754. 

Joseph A. Hagar and Kathleen S. Anderson 
may be addressed at the Manomet Bird 
Observatory, Box O, Manomet, Massachu- 
setts, 02345, where Mrs. Anderson is the 
Executive Director, and Mr. Hagar a Director 

Dale A. Zimmerman, one of our Editor 
Advisors, is on the faculty of the Department of 
Biological Sciences, Western New Mexico 
University, Silver City, New Mexico 88061. 

John Farrand, Jr. is on the curatorial staff of 
the Department of Ornithology, American 
Museum of Natural History, New York, New 
York 10024. 

Kenn Kaufman, our Changing Seasons 
editor, is perhaps best known for his feat of set- 
ting the record for the most species observed •n 
one year in the "A.O.U. Checklist area" and •s 
a Regional Editor for the Southwest Region. 
His address is 2713 S. Martinson, Wichita, 
Kansas 67217. 

Market Place 

BOOKS 

BIRD BOOKS are our specialty. Please send 
$1 for a comprehensive catalog from BUTEO 
BOOKS, P.O. Box 481, Vermillion, SD 57069. 

BOOKS on Birds, Mammals, Natural History 
subjects. New or out-of-print. Free catalog. 
PIERCE BOOK CO., Winthrop, Iowa 50682. 

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT 

BIRDERS!! GIANT DISCOUNTS!! Name brand 

binoculars, scopes. Free catalog! Plus informa- 
tion selecting model best for you! Write 
MARIGOLD, Drawer M-74 South San Fran- 
cisco, California 94080. 

LEITZ, ZEISS, B&L, SWIFT, BUSHNELL OPTICS 
and accessories. Send stamp for discount list 
Specify literature desired. Large Stock. Orders 
filled day received. Postpaid. BIRDING, Box 5E, 
Amsterdam, N.Y. 12010. 

BIRD BOOKS: Out of print, rare. Libraries and STAMPS 
single copies bought and sold. Catalogues 
issued PATRICIA LEDLIE. BOOKSELLER, Box BIRDS ON POSTAGE STAMPS from many coun- 
292, Jericho, VT 05465. tries. 25 different 35½. Free list. GEO. FORD, 

P.O. Box 5203-A, Gulfport, Fla. 33737. 

BACK ISSUES WANTED 
PRICE-REDUCED BOOK 

If you have issues or volumes of Audubon 
Field Notes from Vol. 1, No. 1 on, we have urgent WINTER RANGES of 146 species as mapped 
orders from libraries and others to help fill sets. from Christmas Bird Count data, with a text by 
Please make offering by mail only; send no ChandlerS. Robbins. Originally $2, now $1 25 
issues without prior correspondence with for one, $5.65 for five, $10.93 for ten 
AMERICAN BIRDS, 950Third Avenue, New York, AMERICAN BIRDS, 950Third Avenue, New York, 
NY 10022. NY 10022. 

246 American Btrds, March, 1977 



MARCH 1977, VOLUME 31, NUMBER 2 

CONTENTS 

107 Brown-headed Cowbird, agent of extermination?/HaroldMayfield 

114 The Treasure of the Sierra Manhattan/paintings by Louis Agassiz Fuertes, words / Robert Arbib 

119 Site Guide: Monteverde Cloud Forest Preserve, Costa Rica / George V. N. Powell 

127 The decline and fall of the Eskimo Curlew, or why did the curlew go extaille? / Richard C. Banks 

135 Sight Record of Eskimo Curlew OVumenius borealis) on West Coast of James Bay, Canada/Joseph A. Hagar and 
Kathleen S. Anderson 

137 What to look for: Eskimo and Little Curlews compared/John Farrand, Jr. 

Gatefold Eskimo Curlew, from a painting by Robert Verity Clem 

139 A possible Wood Sandpiper in Louisiana / Robert S. Kennedy 

140 A Mongolian Plover in Louisiana/J.. Chester Littlefield, David N. Doubleday and Ellen L. Doubleday 

142 The Changing Seasons / Kenn Kaufman 

The Fall Migration: August I - November 30, 1976 

153 Quebec Region/NormandDavid andMichel Gosselin 
155 Hudson- Delaware Region/Robert O. Paxton, P. A. Buckley, and DavM A. Cutler 
160 Middle Atlantic Coast Region/F. R. Scott 
163 Southern Atlantic Coast Region/RobertP. Teulings 
166 Florida Region/John B. Edscorn 
169 Ontario Region / Clive E. Goodwin 
173 Niagara - Champlain Region/Douglas P. Kibbe 
176 Appalachian Region/George A. Hall 
179 Western Great Lakes Region/DarylD. Tessen 
182 Middlewestern Prairie Region / Vernon 34. Kleen 
186 Central Southern Region/RobertD. Purrington 
190 Northern Great Plains Region/EstherM. Serf 
194 Southern Great Plains Region /Frances Williams 
197 South Texas Region/FredS. Webster, Jr. 
199 Northern Rocky Mountain - Intermountain Region / Thomas H. Rogers 
203 Mountain West Region/Hugh E. Kingery 
207 Southwest Region/Janet Witzeman, John P. Hubbard and Kenn Kaufman 
211 Alaska Region/DanielD. Gibson and G. Vernon Byrd 
212 Northern Pacific Coast Region/John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls 
216 Middle Pacific Coast Region/Jon Winter andDick Erickson 
221 Southern Pacific Coast Region / Guy McCaskie 
225 Northeastern Maritime Region/Davis W. Finch 

233 A sight record of the Magpie Tanager in Surinam/Dale A. Zimmerman 

234 First Occurrence of the Golden-winged Warbler in Trinidad/A. D. Brewer 

234 Work in Progress 

243 Communications 

245 The Last Word 

COVER PHOTOGRAPHS--Front: Yellow Warblers feeding young cowbirds--Alvin E. Staffan. Back: Black-and- 
white Warbler at nest--Alvin E. Staffan from Photo Researchers, Inc. 




