American

Birds. .. ..




December 1976, Vol. 30, No. 6

American Birds

A bimonthly journal devoted to the birds of the Americas

EDITORIAL ADVISORS EDITORS

John W. Aldrich Les Line/Vice President for Publications
Eugene Eisenmann Robert S. Arbib, Jr./Editor

Thomas R. Howell Susan Roney Drennan/Associate Editor
Frances C. James Lois Heilbrun/Christmas Bird Count

Robert J. Newman Willet T. Van Velzen/Breeding Bird Censuses
Roger Tory Peterson Ronald A. Ryder/Winter Bird Populations
Olin Sewall Pettingill, Jr. Jack Degnan/Circulation Manager

Chandler S. Robbins Jeanne Gart/Editorial Assistant

George Miksch Sutton
Dale A. Zimmerman

INFORMATION FOR AUTHORS
AMERICAN BIRDS welcomes the submission of articles and photographs for publication.

Our major areas of interest are the changing distribution, population, migration, and rare occurrence
of the avifauna of North America, including Middle America and the West Indies. We solicit articles on
problems in field identification, in our “‘Site Guide” series of birding locales, in our “‘Centers of Learn-
ing” series that profiles institutions concerned with ornithology, photo essays of unusual interest, or
single photographs illustrating identification features, rare occurrence, unusual local or habitat.

For a “Work in Progress” column, we welcome notices of research projects seeking field reports or
other collaboration; we publish advance notices of important conventions, meetings, symposia,
seminars, and conferences or other ornithological news. We are looking for more articles on the tech-
niques of birding, bird photography or sound-recording, on the order of “On the Art of Estimating
Numbers,” (4B 26: 706-12).

All submissions will be carefully considered, but authors considering major submissions should cor-
respond with the editors first. AMERICAN BIRDS publishes papers of a technical nature but only
when written in a less-than-technical, easily readable study: i.e., no complicated equations, lengthy
tables, or complex graphs. Major articles should be limited to 3000 words; exceptions may be agreed
upon after consultation. All material submitted should be original, and previously unpublished.
Manuscripts should follow accepted rules of format and style, be typewritten, double-spaced, on white
paper, with generous margins. Photographs should be glossy black-and-white or color prints, clearly
marked with author’s name and address. We require the original typescript and one carbon copy. All
manuscripts will be acknowledged, but authors must recognize that a backlog exists which may entail
delayed publication after acceptance.

For further information address the editors at the American Birds offices, 950 Third Avenue, New
York, N.Y. 10022.

AMERICAN BIRDS is published six times a year. Editorial and business offices are located at 950
Third Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022. Subscription: $10.00 a year, $18.00 for two years, for the U.S.A.
and Canada, $12.00 and $20.00 foreign. Single copies: Christmas Bird Count (July), $5.50 per copy; Fall
Migration (March), Winter Season and Winter Bird Population Study (May), Spring Migration
(September), Nesting Season (November) and the Breeding Bird Census (January), $1.75 per copy.
Checks and money orders should be made payable to AMERICAN BIRDS. Second class postage paid
at New York, N.Y. and additional Post Offices. Copyright© 1977 by the National Audubon Society,
Inc.

Postmaster: if undeliverable, please notify American Birds on Form 3579 at 950 Third Avenue, New
York, N.Y. 10022.

The Table of Contents for this issue will be found on the inside back cover



DECEMBER 1976, VOLUME 30, NUMBER 6

CONTENTS

1031 The Blue List for 1977/Robert Arbib
1040
1075
1076 Index, Volume 30, 1976
1076 Birds
1084 S.As

1085 Articles

29th Winter Bird-Population Study/Edited by Ronald A. and Audrey Ryder

Notes on a Winter Bird-Population Study: Observations versus Netting/Erma J. Fisk

COVER PHOTOGRAPH.—Loggerhead Shrike/F.J. Alsop, III, from Bruce Coleman, Inc. We recognize that this
photograph, of a species chosen for its inclusion on the Blue List (p. 1039), appears to be of a captive bird. However,

1t 1s the best likeness available to us.

Market Place

TOURS

BOOKS

BIRD BOOKS. Save on new and recent books in
print Personal service for your needs. For free
lists, write to BUTEO BOOKS, P.O. Box 481,
Vermillion, SD 57069.

BOOKS on Birds, Mammals, Natural History
subjects. New or out-of-print. Catalogs fur-
nished PIERCE BOOK CO., Winthrop, lowa
50682

FLORIDA WILDERNESS TOUR. Reservations
are being accepted for guided tours in a Florida
wilderness area by professional wildlife
biologist guides. Wildlife seen will include
Short-tailed Hawk, Caracara, Everglade Kite,
Sandhill Crane, Bald Eagle, Florida Scrub Jay,
Burrowing Owl, Limpkin, Alligator, Wild Turkey,
and many more rare and Florida-only species
Custom guide services available by advance
arrangements. Reservations for 1977 tours
close 15 February. For information write Lykes
Florida Nature Tours, 4005 South Main Street,
Gainesville, Florida 32601.

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT

STAMPS

BIRDERS!! GIANT DISCOUNTS!! Name brand
binoculars, scopes. Free catalog! Plus informa-
tion selecting model best for you! Write:
MARIGOLD, Drawer M-35, South San Fran-
cisco, California 94080.

BIRDS ON POSTAGE STAMPS from many coun-
tries. 25 different 35¢. Free list. GEO. FORD,
P.0O. Box 5203-A, Gulfport, Fla. 33737.

LEITZ, ZEISS, B&L, SWIFT, BUSHNELL
OPTICS and accessories. Send stamp for dis-
count list. Specify literature desired. Large
Stock Orders filled day received. Postpaid.
BIRDING, Box 5E, Amsterdam, N.Y. 12010.

PHOTOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT

LIGHT-CONTROLLED ELECTRONIC camera
triggering units for nature study photography
$80.00. W. W. Deane, 8831 Sovereign Rd ,
San Diego, CA 92123.



John James Audubon’s

Birds of
America

Rare and original first edition

1840—1844 lithographs

The Ferrini Collection brings you this very rare opportunity to personally own
an Original First Edition Audubon.

Audubon is the most important naturalist artist of all time; his work is
as classical as it is timeless. The Birds of America are Audubon’s most celebrated
and important work. Today they are found in the museums and rare print archives
of the world’'s most prestigious institutions.

Working with famed lithographer J. T. Bowen of Philadelphia, each plate was
hand printed and each lithograph hand water-colored in detail that portrays the
brilliant natural color and unique character of each of the 500 birds
that comprise this great work of art.

THE OFFER

This offer may prove to be the only chance the private coliector ever has to
personally own an Original First Edition Audubon. Each print is of pristine quality
and handsomely framed in gold wood (124" x 16"). The matting is 100% all-rag
museum board. The standard is museum conservation.

Each Original First Edition Audubon is $115. This includes shipping, handling,
framing and insurance. Everything. The Ferrini Collection offers you a 30-Day
Unconditional Money-back Guarantee if you are not entirely satisfied or wish to
exchange your print for another. Each Audubon is delivered with a descriptive
Certificate of Authenticity signed by Bruce P. Ferrini, owner of one of the largest
and most respected antique art collections in America.

Audubon Birds of America/$115. each framed.
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O Paymentin Full
O Payment Plan
Enclose $60. We will bill you for the
balance of $55. within 30 days after delivery
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