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Why Falconry Now? An Editorial

For some months the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has been in the process of writing and
revising federal regulations for the practice of falconry. These regulations would not only
endorse falconry as a “sport,” but legitimize it throughout the United States — wherever it was
not specifically banned by a particular state. The regulations are merely minimum standards for
raptor taking and keeping, and individual states may enforce more stringent regulations of their
own, or ban falconry completely if they so choose.

When the original version of the regulations was circulated for comment, your editor wrote to
Mr Lynn Greenwalt, Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, objecting strenuously to the
issuance of any regulations, and proposing instead a ten-year moratorium on falconry every-
where at the end of which time, hopefully, we would have reliable data on continental raptor
populations, and an evaluation of population trends in the various species.

It is the editor’s conviction that there could hardly be a worse time than today for the
promulgation of any set of regulations that will give legality to falconry. The result can only be an
increased interest in the pastime and a vastly increased drain on a resource already — in many
respects — in serious trouble.

It is further the editor’s opinion, and one shared by many environmentalists, that falconry is a
useless and in some aspects inhumane activity attractive largely because it is persistently
promoted as a glamorous activity associated with medieval nobility, with an arcane vocabulary
and antique furnishings — all of which add to the ego gratification of the “sport.”

Some serious and expert falconers can be found, but unfortunately a majority of the so-called
falconers are merely pet-keepers, unable to successfully train birds and fearful of flying them.

However, each time an expert —who is often a master propagandist with thrilling flight films
and beautiful captive birds to exhibit — stages a performance, the audience is aroused, and a
dozen or a hundred youths crave hawks and instant glamor. The machismo factor is high. But
there are no statistics indicating what percentage of birds taken from the wild die quickly in
captivity, how many are successfully trained and hunted, or how many escape, hampered by
trailing jesses or being man-dependent and vuinerable. We have evidence that man-acclimated
raptors are more likely to be less wary after release than truly wild birds.

The proposed federal regulations were written with the active participation of the falconers —
and with little opportunity for conservationists to contribute. But if falconry is federally ap-
proved now, the result will be the permitting of an annual harvest of a wildlife resource at a time
when there is no accurate data on the size of the resource (raptor populations), or any real
estimate of the size of the harvest (falconry drain). This same Service, which regulates the
annual waterfowl harvest, would never issue its annual regulations without first censusing the
resource, and then carefully controlling the harvest.

The arguments against sport falconry should not be construed or misused as opposition to
experimental breeding programs conducted by responsible institutions. While we believe that
successful introduction of cage-bred birds into the wild is still unproved, it should have every
chance to prove itself. For this purpose, limited taking of unthreatened races, where they exist,
should be permitted under strict controls. But even if falconry techniques may be used in
repopulation research, this is not a valid argument in favor of sport falconry.

Falconers are well organized and vocal. Until now, everthing has gone their way. It is time that
public officials know the size, intensity, and cogent reasons for the opposition.

Those readers who agree with the arguments presented here might let Mr. Greenwalt, Mr
Rogers C.B. Morton, Secretary of the Interior, and their own state conservation departments
know their sentiments.
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BOOKS

RARE, Antiguarian, and Qut-of-print books on
Ornithology and Natural History. World-wide
search service. Libraries, small collections, and
single volumes purchased. RUDOLPH WM.
SABBOT NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS, BOX
772 Woodland Hills, CA 91364.

BIRD BOOKS. Save on new and recent books
in print. Personal service for your needs. For
free lists, write to BUTEO BOOKS, P.O. Box 481,
Vermillion, SD 57069.

BOOKS on Birds, Mammals, Natural History
subjects. New or out-of-print. Catalogs fur-
nished. PIERCE BOOK CO., Winthrop, lowa
50682.

NEW PUBLICATION: Wintering Areas of Bird
Species Potentially Hazardous to Aircraft. 143
maps from Christmas Bird Count data, prepared
by staffs of American Birds, U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service, and many volunteers. 156 pp. $2 post-
paid. American Birds, 950 Third Avenue, New
York NY 10022.

BIRDERS — Keep your annotated lists in
BIRDER'S LIFE LIST & DIARY. $3.50 ppd. THE
DIETERTS, 45 Treeland Rd., Huntington, CT.
06484

ORGANIZATIONS

Announcing the formation of the Raptor Preser-
vation Fund, Inc. Dedicated to the conservation
of predatory birds, supporting projects in educa-
tion, research, rehabilitation, captive breeding,
and habitat protection. For more information
write: RAPTOR PRESERVATION FUND, INC.,
5017 Dull Knife Road, Austin, TX 78759.

BIRD ART

BIRD PAINTINGS. Tomorrow's premier wildlife
artist, Susan Reese Blackshaw, will do original
watercolors of your favorite birds to order.
Reasonable prices. Write: 1053 E. Barefoot Cir-
cle, Sebastian, FL 32958.

REPRINTS AVAILABLE

The Audubon Winter Bird-Population Study. by
Haven Kolb. 25¢: Breeding-Bird-Censuses
—Why and How. by George A Hall 25¢;
Breeding-Bird Census Instructions, by Willet T
Van Velzen, 25¢. An Appraisal of the Winter
Bird-Population Study Technique, by Chandler
S. Robbins, 25¢; A Quantitative Method of
Habitat Description. by Frances C. James and
Henry H. Shugart, Jr.. 85¢; A Program for the
Preservation of Documentary Photographs. by
Richard L. Plunkett and Chandler S. Robbins,
10c: On the Art of Estimating Numbers, by
Robert Arbib, 25¢. Order from American Birds,
950 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10022.

STAMPS

BIRDS ON POSTAGE STAMPS from many
countries. 100 all different $1.50. Free list. KAY
FORD. P.O. Box 5203, Gulfport. Fla. 33737

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT

LEITZ, ZEISS, B&L, SWIFT, BUSHNESS OPTICS
and accessories. Send stamp for discount list.
Specify literature desired. Large Stock. Orders
filled day received. Postpaid. BIRDING, Box 5€,
Amsterdam, NY 12010.

PUT-ONS

BEAUTIFUL PUT-ON. Genuine, original John
James Audubon sweatshirt. Fleece-lined cotton
flannel, long sleeves, the master's name and
portrait on chest. Color: gray. Sizes: S. M, L,
XL $5.95 postpaid. THE SHIRT BOX, P.O. Box
469, Harrison, N.Y 10528.

FEEDERS

TOURS

BIRD THE OUTPOSTS OF ALASKA. Pribilof Is-
lands, St. Lawrence Islands, Nome, Kotzebue,
Mount McKinley. Many Alaskan specialties.
June 9-25, 1975. Write for full details to CANA-
DIAN NATURE FEDERATION TOURS, 46 Elgin
St, Ottawa, Canada K1P 5K6

WILD BIRD FEEDERS, seed, records, books!
Duncraft's 32-page color catalog has a broad
selection of quality products for wild bird lovers,
from beginners to experts. For the 1974-5
catalog, kindly send 25¢ for handling to DUN-
CRAFT, Dept. Q-74, 25 So. Main St., Penacook,
N.H. 03301.



AMERICAN BIRDS, incorporating Audubon Field Notes
DECEMBER 1974, VOLUME 28, NUMBER 6

CONTENTS
969 Editorial
970 Allan D. Cruickshank
971 The Blue List for 1975 / Robert Arbib
975 Cottonwood Habitat for Birds in Colorado / Richard L. Bottorff
980 Bird Counts in Two Areas of the Sierra Nevada / Imre S. Otvos
983 Killdeer Nesting of Graveled Roofs / Marvin L. Wass
985 Centers of Learning: Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey / Charles. F. Leck

987 Thirty-eighth Breeding Bird Census, 1974 / Edited by Willet T. Van Velzen

Index to Volume 28
1055 Birds
1061 Articles
1062 Essays

COVER PHOTOGRAPH—View of the tract of Breeding Bird Census 63: White Cedar-Tamarack
Slough, Ontario, showing standing water and numerous dead Tamaracks, killed by extensive flood-
ing. Photo | Kevin McGowan.



