The Spring Migration
April 1 — May 31, 1974

NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION

The editor regrets to report that this important
region, one of our most populous for subscribers and
observers alike, will have no report in this or the next
issue. Davis W. Finch, whose brilliant reports have
added so much of lasting value to this journal, has failed
to submit reports either for the Spring Migration or the
Breeding Season.

Until we can determine the future status of Mr. Finch
as a Regional Editor, we are appointing a provisional
successor. He is Richard A. Forster, 75 Nicholas Road,
Framingham, Mass. 01701. Reports for the autumn
migrations season (August 1 - November 30) should be
sent through the regular channels to him promptly at the
close of the season. We do mean promptly. Part of
Finch’s (and other Regional Editors’) problem has
always been the habitual tardiness of his contributors’
reports. Observers from all regions would enormously
speed the publication of American Birds by mailing or
telephoning their season’s reports when due.

HUDSON-ST. LAWRENCE REGION
/ Richard Kane and P. A. Buckley

Weather factors affecting the season’s migration in-
cluded heavy snows across northern New York and
Vermont Apr. 9-10 that brought birds flocking to feed-
ers and caused some mortality among early migrants
(E. Phoebe, Hermit Thrush and Field Sparrow). An
unusual hot spell in late April ushered in abnormally
early arrivals of May migrants to the New York City
Region (below, N.Y.C.R.} and southern areas gener-
ally, while cold, rainy weather in early and late May
stalled movement in northern sections and flooded the
Ottawa and St. Lawrence Rivers, perhaps enough to
jeopardize waterfowl nesting efforts. Heavy flights
were noted April 3-4, 20, 28-29 and May 14-15, 17-18,
22-23, and 25 in many locales. Events especially
noteworthy in the period were ‘‘overshooting’’ of
southern species in good numbers (including rarities),
continued expansion of western birds (some rare) east-
ward, more extension of lowland species to higher al-
titudes, and good counts of species normally difficult to
observe or easily missed. High counts of warblers,
especially Tennessee and Bay-breasted, were the rule
this season, as were unusual inland occurrences of
coastal species. The return winter finch flight (except
redpolls) was moderate compared to the avalanche of
1972.
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LOONS THROUGH WADING BIRDS—After a
heavy flight last fall, Red-throated Loons went largely
unreported. Red-necked Grebe sightings totalled 19, 11
from n. New York  the high five at Schroon L., May 8
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(IB, fide IMCP). The only Sooty Shearwaters were one
off Deal, N.J., May 22 (CFL}, two there May 25 (WSh)
and 21 off Fire 1., N.Y., May 19(DPo). A count of 31 N.
Fulmars from the Godbout Ferry, P.Q., May 26 (ND,
MG) perhaps reflected the southward expansion of this
species’ breeding range into Newfoundland (see Net-
tleship, N.N. and Montgomerie, R.D. 1974. Am. Birds
28:16). A single Leach’s and 157 Wilson’s Storm-
Petrels 12 mil. off Deal May 25 (WSh) were the only two
season reports. Inland records of Double-crested Cor-
morants included one at Plattsburgh, N.Y., May 11
(GC), another at Westport, N.Y., May 31 JMCP)and a
third at Huntsville Res., Dallas, Pa., Apr. 22, a first
there (WR, EJ).

Heron reports turned up some new colonies and the
usual sprinkling of wanderers. At Great Swamp
N.W.R., 30 Great Blue Herons were present through
the period (G.S.N.W.R.), the behavior of some birds
suggesting a new colony (fide RK). The Great Blue
heronry at Tamarack, Dutchess Co., N.Y. had 9 active
nests (fide EP) as did a new heronry at Southfield,
Mass. (RIG). Five Little Blue Herons inland at
G.S.N.W.R. Apr. 8-May 15 were surprising. The
northernmost Cattle Egrets were eight in the Montreal
area Apr. 22-May 4 (fide MM), followed by two at
Ashley Falls, Mass., May 17, where they are now regu-
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lar in May (RJG). Other Cattle Egrets, rare for their
locations were two at Exeter, Pa., May 1, only the third
record for that area (WR, EC), one at Stratford, Conn.,
Apr. 6 (CFH) and another at Rye, N.Y., Apr. 23 (JZ et
al.). Long Island reported only a few individuals for the
entire season. A Great Egret at Cap Tourmente, P.Q.,
Apr. 14 (DL, fide MG) was unusual as was a Snowy
Egret at Pittston, Pa., Apr. 3, the second record there
(WR). An established Black-crowned Night Heron col-
ony at Pittston produced 21 nests in April (WR), while a
new rookery at Kearny, N.J. in the Hackensack
Meadows held some 50 pairs May 18 (DS). Two nests of
Yellow-crowned Night Herons were found at Rye in
April (TWB) and four of this species were seen May 25
m Secaucus, N.J. where they are not known to breed
(DS). Both bitterns were lightly reported throughout,
and the northernmost Glossy Ibis was at Ferrisburg,
Vt., May 20 (BG).

WATERFOWL—Whistling Swan reports were light
m view of last fall’s invasion. A lone bird was at
Montreal May 16 (GT, fide MG) and a pair was seen at
Laurel Res., Stamford, Conn., Apr. 30 (fide MFN);
other singles were at Westport, N.Y ., Mar. 31 (AG, fide
IMCP), Raquette Pond, N.Y., May 2 (GTC), Tivoli
Apr. 16 and Traver Swamp Apr. 17, both Dutchess Co.,
N.Y. (fide EP). Spectacular flocks of 1000-6000 Canada
Geese gathered in the L. St. Peter, P.Q. area during the
period (MG), and two flocks of 100 and 200 Brant over
the Ottawa R., May 27 were highly unusual for that
locality (MM). Also noteworthy were 23 Brant May 11
at Plattsburgh (GC). Snow Geese in Québec were de-
scribed as ‘‘abundant between L. St. Peter and Riviére
du Loup outside their usual migration route’” (MG);
Granby, P.Q. had 875 Apr. 12-13 (PT). Good flights of
Snows were observed in Dutchess Co., Apr. 8-14 when
nine flocks ranging from 75-800 birds passed the area
(fide EP), while smaller flocks up to 200 were noted at
Winhall, Vt. (WN), Vergennes, Vt. (BG) and Essex
Co., N.Y. (JMCP), also in April.

One of the highlights of this season was a Fulvous
Tree-Duck found Apr. 26 in the Hackensack Meadows
atN. Arlington, N.J. (TP). The number rose to two May
1 (RR) and at least one of those was still present at the
end of the period (RK, AB er al.). Apparently the van-
guard of a strong May movement of this species into s.
New Jersey (see Middle Atlantic Coast Region report),
Its presence at this season seems more remarkable
since prior invasions have generally occurred outside of
our breeding season.

Light reporting of Black Ducks was offset by a tre-
mendous increase of Gadwall in the Montreal area (fide
MDM), in the Hackensack Meadows, where 60-70 breed-
Ing pairs was a conservative estimate (RK), and at
Great Swamp N.W.R. (m.ob.). At Fairfield, Conn.,
eight young of this species were found May 16 (CFH).
Masses of 300-3000 Pintails were recorded in the P.Q.
area moving with Canada Geese (fide MG). Single
Eurasian Green-winged Teal were carefully observed
at Berthier, P.Q., May 11 (MG) and Milford Pt., Conn.,
Apr. 16 (RE, CFH). At Great Swamp N.W.R., the staff
estimated the Wood Duck population for May 25-31 at
1400, enough to fill most of the 800 nest boxes there (96
occupied in 1973). Lake Musconetcong, N.J. brought in
a new regional high of 300+ Ring-necked Ducks Mar.
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31 (GM et al.); previous high was 250. Rafts of 100-200
Ring-neckeds are not unusual on n. New Jersey lakes,
where it and the Com. Merganser are among the com-
moner spring migrant waterfowl. There were some
scattered reports of late Com. Goldeneye through the
region and one Barrow’s Goldeneye was observed at
Berthier May 4 (MG). High counts of 400 Bufflehead at
J.B.W.R., Apr. 28 (TWB, HMcG) and 200 there on the
late date of May 6 (THD) mirrored last fall’s heavy
flight and the species’ general increase in the s end of
the region. The wintering Harlequin Duck at Robert
Moses S.P., L.1. remained through Apr. 7 (m. ob ), the
only others were two near Rimouski, P.Q., May 17
(RP). A & Com. Eider obligingly dawdled through sev-
eral ““Big Days” to May 19 at J.B.W.R. (m. ob) Ofa
smattering of inland scoter reports, the best count was
110 Black Scoter migrating along the Housatonic R

near Milford, Conn., May 8 (JS et al.). A belated report
of 500 Com. Merganser at Spruce Run Res., Hunterdon
Co., N.J., Feb. 24 (JD) was the seasonal (though not
regional) high; smaller rafts up to 100 were recorded at
various localities on L. Champlain and Adirondack
lakes during April.

VULTURES THROUGH COOT—The only sys-
tematic reports or season totals received from hawk
lookouts were the Derby Hill, N.Y. totals through Apr
21, and a summary of 19 sites in w. Massachusetts and
Connecticut manned on Apr. 20-21. Turkey Vultures
were seen as increasing in n. portions of the region, with
six sightings in the Montreal area (fide MM) and at least
eight in the Essex Co., N.Y. area (fide JMCP). Among
the season’s southern rarities was a Swallow-tailed Kite
over West Orange, N.J., May 4 (WW et al.), only the
ninth or tenth record for N.J. but part of arecent pattern
of May appearances in the Northeast. Derby Hill gar-
nered a respectable 219 Goshawks for the period, as
against 2371 Sharp-shinned and 213 Cooper’s Hawks
Lest that last figure seem encouraging, consider these,
the 19 lookouts in w. Massachusetts and Connecticut
manned on Apr. 21 produced only eight Cooper’s,
fewer than Derby Hill’s nine the same day, while the
grand total of all other reports in the region was a
not-so-resounding 21. Eight Red-shouldered Hawk
nests in Berkshire Co., Mass. were encouraging (RJIG
et al.). The red-letter Broad-winged Hawk day was
Apr. 21 at Derby Hill, when 2650 passed the lookout
(m.ob.).

One of only a few regional spring records, and the
second in two years, was that of a light-phase
Swainson’s Hawk at Northfield, Mass., Apr. 20, de-
scribed as having a heavy terminal band on a finely
barred tail, and a light body and chin with a dark head
and chest (GW, NBC, fide DH). Golden Eagle reports
totalled 78, 13 at Derby Hill as against five Bald Eagles
there for the season; one Golden and three Bald Eagles
were observed in Québec (fide MM, MG), two more
Goldens in the Adirondacks (fide IMCP) and two others
in Dutchess Co. (AJ). The annual Osprey census on
Gardiner’s I., N.Y., in early April revealed 31 active
nests (same as 1973), with a heartening absence of any
cracked or dented eggs (DPu). Derby Hill managed 21
Ospreys Apr. 21, the 19 w. Massachusetts and Connec-
ticut sites had 23 the same day, andin EssexCo ,N Y ,
the Osprey was the most reported raptor (fide IMCP)
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The period’s only Gyrfalcons were one at Québec City
m late April (LH) and another at Montreal Apr. 6 (MG).
Meager Peregrine reports (4) and Merlin totals (13,
mostly inland) did not augur well for those troubled
species.

Nocturnal observers with flashlight and tape record-
g were treated to point-blank views of three and pos-
sibly four Black Rails at Oak Beach, L.I., May 19-30
(THD, HMcG et al.). Joining the invasion of southern
species north were three Purple Gallinules, all in the
N Y C R.; one dallied under lilacs in a backyard at
Quogue, L. I., May 18-23 (BC ef al.). a second fed on
dead blackbirds (sic!) at a nursery in Eatontown, N.J.,
Apr 10-19 (WS, fide PWS) and a third graced the
Mommouth Co., N.J. garbage dump June 6 (m. ob.),
the last two marking the fifth and sixth records for n.
New Jersey in three years. A Com. Gallinule at Gale
Meadows, Vt., May 18 .26 was a first there (WN) and an
Am Coot at Thurso, P.Q., May 27 was rare for that
area (MM).

SHOREBIRDS—A Piping Plover at Rimouski May
26 (ML, fide MG) and single Am. Golden Plovers at
Stratford May 14 and Southport, Conn., May 20 (CFH)
were noteworthy. Upland Sandpipers were well re-
ported only from Québec (fide MM), where the earliest
Willet ever was seen on Nun’s I., May 5, one of the few
provincial records (FH et al., fide MG).

S.A

An extraseasonal Baird’s Sandpiper was care-
fully studied at close range on May 27 at Union
Beach, N. J. by a veteran observer (WS, fide
PWS). Subsequent attempts to locate the bird
the same day unfortunately failed (PWS). While
other shorebirds with eliiptical west-east migra-
tion orbits occur in the region in spring, the
Baird’s Sandpiper is decidedly more uncommon
than most of these—even in fall (maximum 18).
Fall counts in recent years have even lagged
behind those of the Buff-breasted Sandpiper,
another unlikely spring visitant. At present there
are no spring specimens or photographs to con-
firm Baird’s in our region at this season. Either
still seems desirable.

The 40 White-rumped Sandpipers at Oak Beach May
22 (HMcG, JIDi) reflected a good movement of that
species; one at Pittston June 1 was in the company of a
Dunlin, both very rare that far inland (WR). Eclipsing
all other counts was a tally of 3000 Short-billed Dow-
itchers around Rimouski in late May (MG). Among the
other spring rarities were four Long-billed Dowitchers: a
pair in breeding plumage was carefully studied May 9 at
Georgica Pond, L.I. (PAB) while another bird in breed-
mg plumage was photographed on Pike R., P.Q., May
20 (GHM et al, fide MM). A fourth Long-billed was
wdentified by voice at J.B.W.R., Apr. 28 (HMcG,
TWB) An abnormally high inland count of Semipal-
mated Sandpipers was 125 at Pittston June 1 (WR). The
only Ruffs were a male May 19-22 at Oak Beach (THD,
DWF et al.), and a female (Reeve) May 25 at J.B.W.R.
(JA, HMcG et al.). After a record fall flight, a reasona-
bly strong return movement of Wilson’s Phalaropes
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brought nine birds to the region: an early female Apr. 30
at Tobay, L.1. (FF et al.); two females at the Hacken-
sack Meadows, one May 5 (B&WB) and one May 17
(WT); and a pair at Qak Beach May 19 (THD, DWF e¢
al.). Québec, where the species has bred, reported an
early female on May 5, joined by another female and
two males May 25 at Nun’s 1. (FH). Another rare inland
occurrence of note was the presence of two Sanderlings
at Pittston June 1 for the second year in a row (WR)

JAEGERS THROUGH ALCIDS—The lone
Pomarine Jaeger of the season was sighted from the
Godbout Ferry May 26 (MG). Extraseasonal Glaucous
Gulls included single immatures at Plattsburgh May 11,
where rare (GC), at J.B.W.R. to May 14 (m.ob.), at
Lido Beach, N.Y., May 26 (HMcG, TWB)and at the N
Arlington dump through May (NN) while Iceland Gulls
lingered at Montauk to May 26 (PL, PP et al.), South
Amboy, N.J. to May 25 (RK et al.), Cheesequake Inlet,
N.J. to Jun. 1 (PWS) and N. Arlington through May
(NN). Noteworthy for L. Champlain was a Great
Black-backed Gull at Westport Apr. 17 (AG). The only
Black-headed Gulls were a subadult at Fire I. Inlet May
12 (AL) and an adult at New Haven Harbor May 19
(GGD, TWB et al.). An ad. Franklin’s Gull at Rimousk1
during mid-May was the tenth Québec and second
spring record, all since 1969, and the first outside the
Montreal area (RP et al.). Little Gulls were distributed
as usual, with six at S. Amboy May 25 (m.ob.), four at
Fire I., May 12 (AL), nine at New Haven May 19 (GGD,
TWB) and one with Bonaparte’s Gulls at Beauharnois
May 13 (JS, fide MM). Rare terns included an ex-
tremely early Gull-billed on May 18 at J.B.W.R.(DWF,
THD et al.), an Arctic Tern again from Québec, this
year at Rimouski May 26 (ND, MG) and a Royal Tern
May 25 at Sagaponack, L.I. (THD, PL ez al.). A pair of
Caspian Terns were at Hempstead Lake S.P., L.T,
Apr. 27 (m.ob.) and singles were spotted at Port Henry,
L. Champlain May 15, a first for Essex Co., N.Y. (GC,
TNM), Berthier, P.Q., May 11 (m.ob.) and Rimouski1
May 26 (ND, MG). Some 15-20 Black Terns returned to
the breeding grounds at Dead Creek Refuge, Vt., May
27 (WN, I&JC), but were typically spotty elsewhere
Two murre (sp. ?) were reported from the Godbout
Ferry May 26 (MG).

PARAKEETS THROUGH WOODPECKERS-
—While no new Monk Parakeet locations were re-
ported, a Blossom-headed Parakeet (Psittacula
cyanocephala) appeared at Vergennes, Vt., Apr.8, was
photographed Apr. 20, and was sighted in at least two
other places before departing (BG er al.). Another
parakeet tentatively identified as this species—and
possibly the same bird—was seen across L. Champlain
at feeders in Westport and Crown Point, N.Y., May
14-15 (fide JMCP). Observers should familiarize them-
selves with the 11 species which have occurred in the
wild in the Hudson-St. Lawrence Region (See
Audubon, 76, No. 3: 49-51.). Five Long-eared Owls
lingered suspiciously in a pin oak roost at G.S.N.W.R
through the entire period, although no evidence of
breeding was obtained (DJ), and only three Saw-whet
Owls were reported, two from Montreal in April (fide
MM) and one from Mt. Greylock, Mass., in late May
(fide RIG).No fewer than five Chuck-will’s-widows in-
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vaded the region, the earliest a male on May 1 at
Ridgewood Res., Queens (THD), followed by a male on
May 15 at Greenwich Pt.(DB), a calling bird May 18-23
at Richmond Valley, S.1.(SK, HF), another at Oak
Beach May 24-30(THD, PL et al.), and a fifth at New
Haven in May (NSP, fide THD). A belated report was
received of a female found dead at JFK Int’l Airport
May 21, 1973 by Arnold Moorhouse, specimen to
A.M.N.H. #810371 (fide THD). Is the Chuck-will’s
widow breeding on L.1.?

Red-bellied Woodpeckers continue to fan out, one
female even reaching Claire, P.Q., May 13, one of a
very few provincial sightings (MM et al). Also unusual
were two Red-headed Woodpeckers in Essex Co.,
N.Y.,May 15 & 27 (JMCP); the species was reported as
breeding at Dead Creek Refuge, Vt., May 27 (WN et
al.) and returning to former territory at Isle Bizard,
P.Q. (MM). Isolated birds were also recorded in Berk-
shire Co., Mass. (fide RIG), s.w. Connecticut (fide
MFN) and Monmouth Co., N.J., where rare (fide
PWS).

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH MIMIDS—In the
Montreal area, Yellow-bellied Flycatchers totalled
‘“‘many more than usual May 22-Jun. 1"’ (MM) and a
very early bird was at Winhall May 15 (WN). Also early
was an Acadian Flycatcher at Forest Park, Queens May
14 (MK, MGo). Three singing 3 & Willow Flycatchers
at Dead Creek Refuge May 27 were near the n. limit of
that species’ range (WN). A count of 20 regional Olive-
sided Flycatchers before May 30 attested to their early
arrival in many areas, especially one May 15 at Winhall
(WN), which was earlier than the first N.J. report. Very
encouraging were the 80-100 Cliff Swallows nesting at
Ashokan Res., N.Y., May 27 (HMcG, TWB). A Com.
Raven nest with five young was photographed on May
14 at Indian L., Hamilton Co., N.Y. (JB, JMCP) and
single ravens were seen on May 15 at Cascade L.,
Essex Co., N.Y. (fide JMCP) and Winhall Apr. 21
(WN). The L. Champlain area again boasted a singing &
Tufted Titmouse at Westport, N.Y., May 23 (GC), and
two Mockingbirds, one at Crown Point May 18 (GC)
and another at Moriah May 25 (RG) where it may have
bred in 1973 (fide JMCP). A pair of Mockingbirds re-
turned to Mt. Royal Cemetery, Montreal, and five
others were reported from that area (fide MM).

THRUSHES THROUGH VIREOS—The heavy
snows of Apr. 9-10 across n. New York and Vermont
had adverse effects on Hermit Thrushes, reported well
below normal population levels (several observers).
Montreal birders recorded ‘‘the largest movement of
Swainson’s Thrushes they can remember May 20-25.
On May 22, there were over 100 in a few hours on
Westmount Summit and Mt. Royal Cemetery’’ (MM).

A Water Pipit at New Haven May 19 was extremely
late (PJD). There were seven Québec reports of Bohe-
mian Waxwings in April (fide MG), and four N. Shrikes
were observed in Essex Co.,N.Y., Mar. 23-Apr. 4 (fide
JMCP). At Great Swamp N.W.R., a White-eyed Vireo
was on territory Apr. 22 and ten territorial pairs were
found there by May 16, a good count near the n. limit of
the bird’s range (RK); one trapped May 25 at Vischer
Ferry, N.Y. was a first there (RPY). Earliest among a
number of pre-May sightings was that of a Yellow-
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throated Vireo Apr. 20 at Hempstead Lake S.P (RKe,
THD et al.). Philadelphia Vireos ‘‘were in greater num-
bers that usual in the Montreal area’ (fide MM), else-
where there were six reports (not bad for this elusive
species), topped by three at Winhall May 18-26(WN)

S.A

Also in record numbers everywhere were
Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, the 20 at Central Park,
N.Y.C., Apr. 20 doubling all previous maxima
(DWF et al.). The gnatcatcher typifies the push
northward and upward to higher altitudes of cer-
tain s. lowland species—Acadian Flycatcher
and Louisiana Waterthrush included—which
have been found nesting above 1200 ft. in n. New
Jersey and elsewhere in recent years. This
year’s northernmost gnatcatcher was one at
Granby, P.Q. in early May (MG), while
Montreal recorded six in May (fide MM), Berk-
shire County two in May (fide RIG), and Bur-
lington, Vt. had one on Apr. 29 (BE). New for
Essex Co.,N.Y. were single birds at Saranac L ,
May 9 (JK), the first away from the Champlain
Valley; Crater Club May 11 (JMCP); Port Henry
May 13 (GC, TNM), and Elizabethtown May 24
(TNM, JMCP). Nest-building pairs were seen at
anew breeding locale in Constitution I., Putnam
Co.,N.Y., Apr. 28 (GTu et al.) and at Ferncliff,
Dutchess Co., May 11 (fide EP). Migrants from
n.e. Pennsylvania and s.w. Connecticut were
too numerous to list, as were nesting reports
from n. New Jersey.

WARBLERS THROUGH TANAGERS—AnN as-
tonishing 31 species of warblers reachedthe N Y C R
by Apr, 29! Southern warblers were generally 1n good
numbers and a few were very far north. At least 18
Prothonotary Warblers were reported, all but one in the
N.Y.C.R,, including three record early arrivals Apr 4
at Northport, L.I. (AM), adead bird Apr. 6 at Oakdale,
L.I. (GB) and Apr. 7 at Redding, Conn. (JS). A singing
& Worm-eating Warbler was present at Mt. Bruno,
P.Q.,May 16-June. 7 (m.ob.). Two ‘‘Lawrence’s Warb-
lers,”” one again on territory in Parsippany, N.J , May 2
and thereafter (m.ob.), and another singing at New-
town, Conn., May 13 (CFH) were upstaged by at least
15 “Brewster’'s Warblers,”” mostly in N.Y.C parks,
three at Ferrisburg, Vt. (with three Golden-winged
Warblers) May 18 were outstanding (m.ob ) High
counts of 60+ Tennessee Warblers at Jockey Hollow,
Morristown, N.J., May 17 (EW) and 104 on the Dutch-
ess County Census May 18 (R.T.W.B.C.) were indica-
tive of the heavy flight noted in most areas and the
species’ steady increase in recent years; during the
period May 14-22, many observers reported one-day
counts of 25+ Tennessees.

Aside from four May records of Orange-crowned
Warblers in the Montreal area, where they are regular
in spring, five other noteworthy sightings included an
early bird Apr. 6-10 at the Bronx Botanical Garden,
N.Y.C. (m.ob.), another Apr. 21 at Navesink, N J
(PWS, RJS), a third banded at Fire 1., May 12 (DBF)
and single May birds at Hartford (TF, fide PJD) and
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Dutchess Co. (R.T.W.B.C.). May totals of 14+ Cape
May Warblers from Essex Co., N.Y. (fide IMCP) and
18 at Middlebury, Vt. (BBP) were exceptionally high
for areas where they are uncommon. A 3 Audubon’s
(Yellow-rumped) Warbler observed at Rimouski May
11 (RP) was a first provincial record and one of the few
for the region. Some 25+ Cerulean Warbler reports
(three on Apr. 29!) from the N.Y.C.R., Dutchess Co.,
and w Connecticut signalled a sharp increase for that
species, while a tally of nine Yellow-throated Warblers
was also above average, one record early male arriving
Apr 3 at Great Gull I., N.Y. (GSR). Ranking with the
Tennessee for phenomenal numbers was the Bay-
breasted Warbler, counts from every part of the region
ranging from 25-35 for one day even where it is uncom-
mon, the highest count by an individual observer was
50+ at Forest Pk., Queens May 18 (THD). A Pine
Warbler singing at Winhall May 25 was considered rare
(WN), as was a female gathering nesting material at
Tunkhannock, Pa., May 27, where it is not known to
breed (WR). Again at high altitudes this season were
two singing 8 & Louisiana Waterthrushes May 2 & 9 at
Winhall (WN). A probable region high of 26 Kentucky
Warblers included seven on May 15 at Jockey Hollow,
N J, where they nest (EW) and one very far out of
range at Montreal May 18 (JW, fide MM). A Hooded
Warbler on Apr. 11 at Great Neck, L.I. was the region’s
second earliest (GF).

Of the season’s invading western species, no fewer
than three Yellow-headed Blackbirds occurred; a male
at the E. Brown feeder in Rutherford, N.J., Mar.
28-Apr 6 (fide RK), a female at N. Arlington Apr. 28
(TP) and a male at Pine Plains, N.Y., Apr. 6 (RWS).
Several observers reported early Orchard Orioles, al-
ways rare before May; most notable were two territor-
1al birds at Northport, L..1., Apr. 29 (PAB). Two others
were far north in the Montreal area; one at Mt. Bruno
May 17 (D& AD) and another at Chambly May 20 (GH).
Scarlet Tanagers came through in great numbers than
usual (many observers) as did Summer Tanagers in the
N Y CR., where 15 was an above-average total.

FRINGILLIDS—The Black-headed Grosbeak at
Falls, Pa. (see winter season report) overwintered until
Apr 26 (WR). Practically the only southern species not
overshooting in numbers was the Blue Grosbeak; two
territorial males were at N. Arlington May 25, the
region’s only nesting site (DR). A female was observed
at Forest Park., Queens Co., May 18 (JA) and a male
was present May 2-23 at the Reed feeder in Mid-
dletown, N.J., where it has occurred before (fide PWS).

Western fringillids in the region this season included
four Dickcissels, always rare in spring and away from
feeders A male tarried at the Seift feeder in Pough-
keepsie, N.Y., Apr. 1-16 (OW); another, not at a feeder
and singing at Milford, Conn., May 22-23 (CFH, RE et
al ), was very late for a migrant. A third singing male
was found on a landfill in the Hackensack Meadows at
N Arlington May 25 (RM et al.) and was seen with a
female May 29 (DR); The nest with four young was
located Jun. 7 in a pokeberry plant (RK, AB, DS), the
first nesting for the N.Y.C.R., and presumably
Hudson-St. Lawrence Region in 70 years. Perhaps the
region’s three Clay-colored Sparrows this season also
should be watched; two were observed in Québec, one
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at Rigaud May 2 (GHu) and another at Mirabel Airport
also in May (m.ob.). A third remained singing at
Washington, Dutchess Co., N.Y., May 25-Jun. 1
(RWS, DK). Given the prior nestings in w. New York
not far from our region and the late dates of these birds,
breeding seems a possibility here. The premier rarity of
the season, western fringillid or otherwise, was an ad
Golden-crowned Sparrow seen at a feeder in Shoreham,
L.I., Apr. 13 by an observer familiar with the species in
the west (HH, fide GSR), only the second regional
record ever and almost inexplicable unless it was an
overwintering bird. Unfortunately, the bird did not
linger beyond the date. Could this have been a Golden-
crowned experimentally transplanted from the West?

The moderate winter finch flight was not notable for
large flocks of Evening Grosbeaks, only Winhall and
Schenectady reporting any numbers in May. Single
Hoary Redpolls from this winter’s irruption lingered at
Elizabethtown to Apr. 14 (GC) and Winhall Apr. 15-16
(WN). The tremendous incursion of Com. Redpolls
continued into April, when the Adirondacks and Ver-
mont recorded counts of 100+ at feeders during the
Apr. 9-10 snows; some 215 were banded Apr. 1-20 at
Schenectady (RPY). The last redpolls were seen Apr.
22-26 in all three of those areas. Pine Siskin flights were
light to moderate in most localities; only Schenectady
witnessed a heavy return when 183 were banded May
1-10 (RPY), although there were scattered late May
sightings of small numbers throughout the region. Also
widely scattered were Red Crossbills, including a pair
seen copulating in Connetquot S.P., L.I., May 6,
‘... where they have been seen every month of the
year”’ (DPu). Movements of White-winged Crossbills
were also light and sporadic, one lingering at a feeder in
Millbrook, N.Y. to May 17 (fide EP). As for other
fringillids, Henslow’s Sparrows were recorded twice in
each of three locations near Dallas, Pa. this spring
(WR), and two extremely late Tree Sparrows were still
at Elizabethtown May 10 (GC). Montreal reported 7-8
Lincoln’s Sparrows in May (fide MM), while a total of
12 banded at Vischer Ferry, N.Y., May 4-18, seven of
those on May 17, tied the previous high there.

ADDENDUM—A late report was received of a sing-
ing 3 Louisiana Waterthrush in Gatineau Park May 20,
a first record for Québec (Gary and Anne Hanes et al.,
fide Rick Poulin). This is the region’s northernmost
sighting ever.

OBSERVERS—(sub-regional compilers in bold-
face): Jim Ash, Art Barber, Bill and Wilma Baumann
(B&WB), Jonathan Beck, Gil Bergen, Doris Bova,
Thomas W, Burke, Irv and Jean Cantor (1&JC), Geof-
frey Carleton, Greenleaf T. Chase (GTC), Barbara
Connally, Earl Cowden, George G. Daniels, N. David,
Thomas H. Davis (New York State portions of N.Y.C.
region; editor, New York Rare Bird Alert: 94-46 85th
Road, Woodhaven, New York 11421); Paul J. DesJar-
dins, John DeMarrais, Joe DiCostanzo (JDi), Derek
and Anne Drummond, Barbara Eastman, Richard En-
glish, Fran File, Davis W. Finch, Howie Fischer, Grace
Flynn, Darrell B. Ford, Todd Freeburg, August Gabel,
Robert J. Goodrich, Michael Gochfeld (MGo), Michel
Gosselin (Québec City area: 6151 Henri Bourassa E.
107, Montreal Nord, P.Q., Canada), Beatrice Guyett
(Vermont: 14 Comfort Hill, Vergennes, Vt. 05491),
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Rosanna Grover, Great Swamp Nat., Wildlife Refuge
Staff, Henry Halama, Gladys Hibbard, Charles F.
Hills, Felix Hilton, Donald Hopkins, L.. Houde, G.
Huot (GHu), David Janes, Alice Jones, Edwin John-
son, Richard Kane (New Jersey: see below), Joseph
Keji, Richard Kelly (RKe), Susan Kerker, Michel
Kleinbaum, Don Krovdsma, M. Larrivee, Anthony
Lauro, Charles F. Leck, Paul Lehman, D. Lever,
Glenn Mahler, T. Norman Mason, Robert May, Mianus
Field Notes, G. H. Montgomery, Hugh McGuiness
(HMcG), Mabel McIntosh (Montreal area: 136 Millha-
ven Ave., Pointe Claire, P.Q. HIR 3V8, Canada), Alex
McKay, John M.C. Peterson (Adirondacks: P.O. Box
300, Essex, N.Y. 12936), Nick Niosi, Norman Bird
Club, William Norse, R. Pelletier, Bruce B. Peterson,
Eleanor Pink, Peter Polshek, Don Powers (DPo), Noble
S. Proctor, Ted Proctor, Dennis Puleston (DPu), Ralph
T. Waterman Bird Club, Gilbert S. Raynor, William
Reid (Pennsylvania: 65 Academy St., Wilkes-Barre,
Penna. 18702), Dave Roche, Richard Ryan, William
Sanford, P. William Smith, Robert J. Smith, John
Souther, Pierre Timmins, G. Trencia, Guy Tudor
(GTu), Wade Wander, Otis Waterman, Glenn Weeks,
Elsie Weig, Jo Wright, Robert P. Yunick (Schenectady
area: 1527 Myron St. Schenectady, N.Y. 12309) and
Joe Zeranski; J.B.W.R. - Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge,
m.(any) ob.(servers),—RICHARD KANE, New Jersey
Audubon Society, Scherman Wildlife Sanctuary, P.O.
Box 693 Bernardsville, N.]J. 07924 and P.A. BUCKLEY,
North Atlantic Regional Office, National Park Service,
150 Causeway St., Boston, Mass, 02114.

MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION
/ F. R. Scott and David A. Cutler

Reasonably normal rainfall and temperatures that
were above normal in April and only slightly below in
May—all this following a warm winter and early
spring—would seem to indicate that an early spring
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migration was certain. Such was not the case, however,
and most observers considered the migration normal at
best and perhaps a bit late. Although the migration was
considered reasonably good by most reporters, there
seemed to be no really spectacular peak flight days. As
might be expected, most migration reports were con-
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centrated around the May weekends when the local
clubs were out in force, but in general land birds slipped
through in moderate numbers day by day, slowed only
by periods of northerly winds or heavy rains. A banding
station in operation at Island Beach S. P., N. J. on 19
days between Apr. 28 and May 27 confirmed this view
(fide HWC), the best flight days here occurring May 14
and 18 (based on number of birds banded per net-hour)
The only spring coastal storm of any consequence
occurred May 27, but it is not known what effect, ifany,
this had on beach and marsh nesting birds. It is usually
difficult to assess the effect of the weather on coastal
nesting unless reporters are particularly observant,
since nest destruction can occur merely with unusually
high spring tides as well as during spectacular storms

LOONS THROUGH GANNETS—Two Com
Loons at Penn Forest Res., Pa., June 1 were very late
(REW), and the W. Grebe previously reported at
Craney 1., Portsmouth, Va. was last seen May 7
(WWF). Numbers of shearwaters and petrels seemed
lower than in May 1973 in spite of numerous offshore
field trips, although the reports were still more numer-
ous than in any other recent spring. A Cory’s Shear-
water 27 mi. southeast of Ocean City, Md., June 1 (RK
et al.) and six Greater Shearwaters at Hudson Canyon,
90 mi. east of Beach Haven, N. J., May 26 (RK ez al )
were the only reports of these species. Sooty Shear-
waters were reported by most offshore observers with a
peak of 102 at Hudson Canyon May 26 (RK ef al.)
Outstanding was the observation of three at Hudson
Canyon Apr. 10 (RHR), an incredibly early date. One
was also found closer inshore from the Cape May,
N.J.-Lewes, Del. ferry May 18 (JMA et al.). Three
small black-and-white shearwaters were noted, one at
Hudson Canyon Apr. 10 (RHR), one at the same place
May 26 (RK et al.), and a probable Manx Shearwater
off Ocean City June 1 (JMA, PGD, CPW et al.). North-
ern Fulmars were found twice at Hudson Canyon, one
on Apr. 10 (RHR) and a record six on May 26 (RK et
al.). Eight Wilson’s Storm-Petrels at Hudson Canyon
Apr. 10 were exceptionally early (RHR), and peak
counts included 1000 or more here May 26 (RK et al )
and 255 off Cape Henry, Va., May 26 (RLA, PGD et
al.). The Gannet count in the Hudson Canyon area was
350 on Apr. 10 (RHR) and three were noted here as late
as May 26 (RK et al.). Of the 281 noted off Ocean City
Apr. 27, only three were fully adult birds (RAR ef al.)

HERONS, IBIS—The spring heron movements
were generally uneventful. J. M. Abbott noted three
active Great Blue heronries in Maryland Apr. 28, 175
pairs at Nanjemoy Creek, Charles Co., 200 pairs at
Bluff Pt., St. Marys Co. (with 30 pairs of Great Egrets),
and 200 pairs at Poplar 1., Talbot Co. A Little Blue
Heron was found far inland at Lilypons, Montgomery
Co., Md., May 11 (fide EH & TH), and single Snowy
Egrets were seen inland near Hopewell, Va., Apr. 13
and 28 (FRS). In a heronry at Metomkin Inlet, Va. both
Snowy Egrets and Louisiana Herons were found hatch-
ing May 8, a remarkably early date (MAB et al.). Other
heronries in the area were considerably less far ad-
vanced. Two Louisiana Herons at Blackwater N.W.R ,
Md., Apr. 13 were early for this Chesapeake Bay local-
ity (HT A et al.), and a Least Bittern here Apr. 8 was the
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earliest spring record for the state (HTA & GWC). A
count of at least 25 Least Bitterns at Grandview, Hamp-
ton, Va., Apr. 25 was probably a record number for the
state (MAB er al.). Three Wood Storks appeared far
inland near Chamblissburg, Bedford Co., Va., May 20
and remained at least until May 26. They were seen by
many area observers and photographs were printed in a
Roanoke, Va. newspaper (CHL, MPM, JPet al.). Some
1000 Glossy Ibis were noted at Brigantine N.W.R., N.
1., May 23, many apparently feeding on horseshoe crab
eggs with Ruddy Tumstones (JCM).

WATERFOWL—Up to eight Mute Swans were
present at Chincoteague N.W.R., Va. in early May
(WWF, CRV, VEW), and there were the usual reports
of lingering Whistling Swans. Among the latter were
one at Blackwater Ref., May 26 (HT A & MEA) and six
at Back Bay N.W.R., Va., May 31 (DFH). Seven at
Lilypons, Md., Apr. 14 were unusual for this Piedmont
locality (RLP). A White-fronted Goose near Reading,
Pa., May 30-31 was extremely late (JES & EF), and up
to seven Snow Geese were present at Brigantine Ref.
the last week of May (HDM, AM). An excellent incur-
sion of Fulvous Tree Ducks occurred in coastal Dela-
ware and New Jersey. Twenty-four were seen off and
on in the Fowlers Beach, Del. area Apr. 13-May 14
(NEH, WWF, DF et al.), 16 were photographed at
Woodland Beach, Del., Apr. 20(RAR, CPW et al.), and
one was seen near Rehoboth Beach, Del., May 26
(RLP, WIW ¢ al.). In New Jersey 17 Fulvous Tree
Ducks were found at Tuckahoe in early May, remaining
until May 17 (AB, JKM). Possibly the same 17 birds
appeared at nearby Brigantine Ref., May 19 and re-
mained throughout the month (RK, JY).

A Gadwall nest with 11 eggs was located at Fisher-
man I., Va., May 11, a new nesting locality for the state
(PEM). The Eur. Wigeon previously reported at Lititz,
Pa. remained until Apr. 13 (EW), and a Eurasian
Green-winged Teal was present at Brigantine Ref.,
Apr. 13-May 11 (CFH, NP). A few individuals of many
diving duck species were reported in May, but as usual
it was often impossible to know if these were injured or
not. Among these was a Canvasback at Assawoman
Wildlife Area, Del., May 25 (SBS) and an Oldsquaw at
Cape Henlopen, Del., May 19 (DFA & JMA). A good
flight of Oldsquaws was noted at Island Beach, N. J.,
Mar. 30 when Ryan estimated 2800 moving along the
surf, and a single Oldsquaw about 35 mi. off c. New
Jersey Apr. 10 seemed unusually far at sea (RHR). A &
Harlequin Duck at a reservoir in Baltimore, Md., Apr.
15 triggered a local rare bird alert (MLH), and at Long-
port, N. I. three were present Apr. 13, one lingering to
May 26 (JFA, IDD, PWS). Eiders remained quite late,
perhaps representing nonbreeding birds. A Com. Eider
was seen along the Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel,
Va., May 27 (PAD & PGD), a King Eider was found at
Longport, N.J., May 21 (JFA), two were seen at Hamp-
ton, Va., May 26 (BA), and nine King Eiders were still
present at Ocean City, Md., June 1 (JMA et al.). At
Dyke marsh, Fairfax Co., Va. a § Com. Merganser
appeared May 11 and a female May 15, both remaining
at least to June 4 (DFA & JMA).

VULTURES THROUGH RAILS—Cook located
two Black Vultures at Elverson, Pa., Apr. 21, a locally

Volume 28, Number 4

good record, and a Swallow-tailed Kite at Back Bay
Ref., Va., May 16 was far out of normal range (FS). A
Mississippi Kite, found alive May 31 at Glenroy, Pa.,
died the next day (JJT). The bird was photographed and
the specimen will be deposited in the Philadelphia
Academy of Science. This seems to be the first speci-
men for s. e. Pennsylvania in over 75 years. A Goshawk

Mississippi Kite, June 1, 1974, Glenroy, Pa. | J.J.
Thouron

at Hawk Mt., Pa., Apr. 28 may have been a migrant or
possibly a summer resident (AM). The first migrant
Broad-winged Hawks at Longwood, Pa. were 25 on
Apr. 3 (JG), and a count of 125 at Cape May Pt., N. J.,
May 26 was amazingly late (EAC). Franchois found a
Golden Eagle at Finland, Bucks Co., Pa., May 1, while
an immature at Virginia Beach, Va., June 1 was unpre-
cedented (RJT). Rowlett counted 138 Virginia Rails at
Elliott I., Md., Apr. 13 along with 30 Clapper Rails,
both excellent counts for this Chesapeake Bay area.
Single Purple Gallinules were seen at Spring Lake, N.
J.,May 20-27 (AG, PWS}and Delaware City, Del., May
17 (RWd & WIW), and the Abbotts located a very late
Am. Coot at Dyke marsh, Va., May 26.

SHOREBIRDS—Many Am. Oystercatcher nests
with eggs were found on coastal Virginia. Among these
were two on Wallops 1., Apr. 26 and 27 (CRV, HH),
eight on and near Cedar 1., May 7 (MAB e al.), and
three nests and 43 ad. birds on Fisherman 1., May 11
(FRS et al.). An adult at Craney 1., Va.,Apr. 10 was
unusual for Hampton Roads (WWF). Vaughn and
others had a peak count of 42 Piping Plover at Wallops
1., Apr. 6, and a nest with eggs was found here Apr. 27
(HH). The Abbotts located three nests with eggs and
four or more pairs of adults at Cape Henlopen, Del.,
May 18. A Wilson's Plover at Tuckerton, N. I., May 11
was a rare find for this area (CFH), and a nest with eggs
of this species was located at Wallops 1., May 11
(CRV). Three additional nests with eggs were noted on
Cedar1.,May 7(MABet al.). Few Am. Golden Plovers
were reported, though a count of 22 at Bombay Hook
N.W.R., Del., Apr. 16 was good for spring (NEH). One
at Hatfield, Pa., Apr. 2 was one of the few Pennsylvania
spring records (AM), and a Ruddy Turnstone at the
same location May 23 was also unusual (AM).
Shorebirds apparently peaked in the Little Creek, Del.
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area May 19. Among other species here, P. G. DuMont
estimated 4300 Semipalmated Plovers, 4500 Ruddy
Turnstones, 745 White-rumped Sandpipers (actual
count), 5000 Least Sandpipers, and 24,000 Semi-
palmated Sandpipers. At Reeds Beach, N. J., Miller
estimated 8000 turnstones May 24 feeding on horseshoe
crabs with 200 Red Knots.

A Eur. Whimbrel was found at Linwood, N. J., Apr.
20 in a flock of 55 Whimbrel (JDD), and 16 Whimbrel
were seen near Mockhorn I., Va., Mar. 27, an extraor-
dinarily early date (MAB et al.). Two or more Upland
Sandpipers were noted in Loudoun Co., Va., May 27,
probably indicating a breeding population (PC ef al.).
Peak counts of Red Knots included 300 at Wallops 1.,
May 19 (CRV & GV) and 10,000 at Longport, N. J.,
May 21 (PWS). Fifty Purple Sandpipers at the latter
location the same day were a good number for this late
date (PWS), and the Abbotts found five at Ocean City,
Md., June 1. Fifty White-rumped Sandpipers were
present at Brigantine Ref., May 19-26 (PWS er al.), and
two were seen far inland at Dyke marsh, Va., June 4
(DFA & JMA). Blicharz found a Baird’s Sandpiper at
Lawrenceville, N.J., May 12, and two were reported in
the Little Creek area May 18-19 (PGD). Two Curlew
Sandpipers were present at Brigantine Ref., May 11-24
(BMry, JFA ef al.), and one appeared at Little Creek
May 12 (DF, DAC et al.) and May 18 (PGD). Byrd and
others estimated 25,000 Dunlin in the Mockhorn I., Va.
area Mar. 27, possibly many of the same birds noted
here on the Cape Charles Christmas count several
months earlier. A Long-billed Dowitcher was reported
at Back Bay Ref., Apr. 27 (PGD), two at Brigantine
Ref., May 11 (CFH), and up to 19 at Little Creek May
18-19 (DFA, JMA, PGD). Stilt Sandpipers were re-
ported from at least eight localities along the coast, and
peak counts included 30 at Wallops 1., May 11 (CRV et
al.), 12 at Bordon’s Pond, Del., May 11 (WJW), and 13
at Little Creek May 19 (DFA & JMA). It seems clear
that this species is becoming less rare in spring than in
previous years. A Marbled Godwit at Brigantine Ref.,
May 10-11 was the only report of this species (RIC &
CFH); one Hudsonian Godwit was found at Back Bay
Ref., May 18 (RLA & WWF) and three at Little Creek
the same day (PGD). A Bar-tailed Godwit appeared at
Longport May 20-21 for the third successive year (RK,
JFA), and Ruffs were discovered at four locations dur-
ing the spring, the first at Chincoteague Ref., Apr. 14
(LKM et al.).

American Avocet numbers peaked at /50 at Craney
1., Va., Apr. 10-23 (WWF), then dwindled quickly to a
maximum of only eight during May (RLA er al.). Would
anyone care to speculate on where these birds went and
what route they took? At Bombay Hook Ref. the spring
peak was 18 on Apr. 17 (NEH), and elsewhere two
appeared at Wallops 1., Apr. 21 (CRV) and one at
Tuckerton, N. J., May 1 (BCH). By May 3, 20 Black-
necked Stilts had returned to Little Creek (JMC), and
up to three were noted in the Chincoteague-Wallops 1.
area in late April and early May (LKM et al.). Two Red
Phalaropes at Little Creek May 18 were notable (PGD),
and the species was reported offshore twice, a remark-
able 494 45-50 mi. off Ocean City Apr. 27 (RAR et al.)
and nine near Norfolk Canyon off Cape Henry, Va.,
May 26 (RLA ef al.). Northern Phalaropes were re-
ported in small numbers by three of the offshore parties
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and in at least four localities onshore, and single
Wilson’s Phalaropes were seen in at least four different
places.

JAEGERS THROUGH SKIMMERS—Relatively
few Pomarine and Parasitic Jaegers were recorded by
the offshore parties, the main migration being either
missed or occurring to far eastward for the boat parties
Closer to shore, a Parasitic Jaeger was recorded in
Delaware Bay at Gandy’s Beach, N. J., May 27 (DEK)
Skuas were reported twice, two near Hudson Canyon
oft Beach Haven, N. J., Apr. 10 (RHR) and two off
Ocean City, Md., Apr. 27 (RAR et al.). Offshore re-
ports of white-winged gulls included an Iceland Gull 75
miles off Beach Haven Apr. 10 (RHR) and one Glauc-
ous and two Iceland Gulls 45 mi. east of Ocean City
Apr. 27 (RAR et al.). An Iceland Gull was also present
at Little Creek May 5 (HDM). A Lesser Black-backed
Gull was reported inland at Dyke marsh, Va., Mar 31
(DFA)and apparently the same bird at nearby Ft Hunt,
Va., Apr. 8 (DFA & JMA). Offshore flocks of gulls
were of some interest. Near Hudson Canyon, some 250
Great Black-backed and 3000 Herrings Gulls, plus at
least two Ring-billed Gulls, were estimated Apr 10,
mostly about the Russian fishing fleet (RHR) Off
Ocean City 40-50 mi., 1750 Herring Gulls were found
Apr. 27 associated with a large pod of finback whales
(RARet al.). AtFisherman L., Va. 95 Herring Gull nests
with eggs plus at least 36 empty nests were counted
May 11 (FRS et al.). J. F. Akers found a Black-headed
Gull at Brigantine 1., Apr. 20-23, and a number of ob-
servers noted the species at Little Creek, the latest
being one on May 19 (DFA & JMA). Bonaparte’s Gulls
were in unusually good numbers on the Northern Neck
of Virginia; peak counts included 210 near Lewisetta
Apr. 21 (FRS)and 100 or more at the mouth of the Great
Wicomico R., Apr. 27 (DFA & JMA). One at Port
Mahon, Del., May 27 was somewhat late (SRL) No
doubt one of the most interesting developments of the
season was the buildup of two separate flocks of Little
Gulls, already mentioned in the previous seasonal re-
port. At Craney I., Va. the peak number was /4 on Apr
21 (WWF), whereas at Little Creek the flock reached 30
in mid-April (fide AEC), and somewhat lesser numbers
were seen by many observers. The last reports were
four immatures at Craney 1., May 16 (WWF) and 13 at
Little Creek May 19 (PGD). There were two reports of
Black-legged Kittiwakes, two near Hudson Canyon
Apr. 10 (RHR) and three off Ocean City Apr. 27 (RAR
et al.), the latter the latest spring record for Maryland

Two Arctic Terns were carefully observed and
photographed 65 mi. east of Cape Henry, Va at Nor-
folk Canyon May 26, and there may have been more
(RLA, PGD, RLS et al.). Single Roseate Terns were
seen at Ocean City May 3 (HDM), Brigantine Ref and
Long Beach 1., N. J., both on May 11 (CFH), and Little
Creek May 19 (DFA, JMA & PGD). About 1200 Royal
Terns were estimated at Fisherman 1., May 11 and
about 400 pairs had eggs. Mixed in with these were at
least two pairs of nesting Sandwich Terns (WWF, FRS
et al.). A Sandwich Tern at Craney 1., Va., Apr 10
seemed early (WWEF). Other early nesters at Fisherman
I., May 11 included a number of Com. Terns with eggs
and three Black Skimmer nests with one egg each (FRS
et al.).
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CUCKOOS THROUGH FLYCATCHERS—A
Black-billed Cuckoo was injured on a glass door at
Lynchburg, Va., Mar. 19 but apparently recovered; the
date was unprecedented (MB, fide RSF). The Snowy
Owl previously reported at Hershey, Pa. was last seen
Apr 10(EW). Among the raptor nests found by Heck in
the Hunterdon Co., N. J. area were three Great Horned
Owl and four Long-eared Owl nests. Of the former, one
failled and the other two fledged a total of only three
young by the end of April, and three of the L.ong-eared
nests fledged young. A Barn Ow! nest had 7 young at
Wallops 1., Va., Apr. 6 (CRV et al.), and Eike and
others found two young Barred Owls dead in a shat-
tered nest in a fallen tree near Centreville, Va., May 4.
A very early Chuck-will’s-widow was singing at Abse-
con, N J., Apr. 12 (CFH), and others out of their
normal range included two near Lynchburg May 3 (fide
RSF) and one at Leeds Pt., N. J., May 13 (RK et al.).
Eike noted a good Com. Flicker migration over Clifton,
Va, Apr. 1-24, with a peak of 85 on Apr. 3, and at
Lynchburg Freer examined a flicker ground nest with 8
eggs m a 20-in. deep hole May 10. An incredible coinci-
dence was the discovery of two N. Three-toed
Woodpeckers in the region, a female at Longwood Gar-
dens, Pa., Apr. 3 (JG) and another female at Delaware
City, Del., Apr. 7 (CJ, SBS, AEC et al.). Both were
heard calling as well as observed under good condi-
tions Details are expected to be published elsewhere.
The discovery of two (a pair?) Red-cockaded
Woodpeckers near Bowie, Md., May 11 was a major
northward extension of this bird’s known range (BMly
& MCP). Although a few birds have been found since
1932 1n Dorchester Co., Md., the nearest known other
colonies are in Virginia south of the James R., some 125
mi to the south. A migrating E. Kingbird wat noted 50
m1 east of Cape Henry, Va., May 26 (RLA, PGD et
al ), and at Dismal Swamp, Va. an early Great Crested
Flycatcher was seen Apr. 7 (BMly). At Pine Ridge, Va.
a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was banded May 14 (EDP)
and singing birds were found at Clifton, Va., May 26 &
30 (JWE). In the s. part of the region most spring rec-
ords of ““Traill’s’” Flycatchers are of the Willow
Flycatcher. It was thus of interest to get records of
singing Alder Flycatchers near Lynchburg May 6
(RER, fide RSF) and near Kent I., Md., May 11 (PGD).
Among the Olive-sided Flycatchers seen were single
birds at Mt. Vernon, Va., May 11 (A&LP), Arlington,
Va, May 27 (JMA), and Philadelphia, Pa., May 30
(SRL)

SWALLOWS THROUGH VIREOS—There were
30 parrs of Bank Swallows at a nesting colony at Ft.
Belvorr, Va., Apr. 23 (DFA & JMA), 40 nesting pairs at
Bridgport, N. J., May 8 JTM), and near Hopewell, Va.
425 nest cavities were counted during May (HCO). J.
M Abbott feels that the Rough-winged Swallow is now
rare and local in e. Fairfax Co., Va., and he could locate
only one pair here during the spring. A few migrating
Barn Swallows were noted well offshore May 26 at both
Hudson Canyon (RK et al.) and Norfolk Canyon (RLA
et al ), and 100 Cliff Swallows seen at Brigantine Ref.,
May 19 were considered a good count (JTM). The Pur-
ple Martin migration flights at Ft. Hunt, Va. seemed
very poor this year, with maximum counts of only
about 30 daily between Apr. 4 and May 13 (JMA).

Volume 28, Number 4

However, at Aston, Pa. 125 were noted May 19, agood
increase over recent years, especially evident among
color-banded first-year males, and unmated birds were
still arriving May 28 (JG). At Virginia Beach, Va. mar-
tins were considered to be in ‘‘normal numbers’’ (RJT)

A very late Red-breasted Nuthatch was banded at Is-
land Beach, N. J., May 25 (fide HWC), and a Brown
Creeper came aboard a boat 85 mi. off c. New Jersey
Apr. 10 (RHR). There was a heavy Gray Catbird migra-
tion on the lower Delmarva Pen., May 10-11 (CRV),
and at Island Beach the peak day for this species was
May 11 with 72 trapped and banded, though excellent
numbers were trapped up through May 26 (fide HWC)

Swainson’s Thrushes were in unusually good numbers
at Richmond, Va., with small numbers recorded almost
daily from Apr. 24 on. The last bird banded here was on
June 5, perhaps a record late date for the state (FRS)

Heavy thrush flights occurred over Delaware Co., Pa.
the nights of May 23, 25, 26, and 27 (JCM). A Ruby-
crowned Kinglet at Media, Pa., May 31 was remarkably
late (CUA), and there were good concentrations of
Cedar Waxwings in s.e. Pennsylvania and at Princeton,
N. J. which arrived May 11-13, many remaining to the
end of the month (RJB, JG, DJH). AN. Shrike was seen
at Island Beach Mar. 30 (RHR), and an early White-
eyed Vireo was found at Blackwater Ref., Md., Apr. 8
(HTA). There were more than the usual number of
Philadelphia Vireo reports, all from the Washington,
D. C. area northward, and Fogleman and others found
two Warbling Vireos in Dismal Swamp, Va., Apr. 27,
unusual for s.e. Virginia.

WARBLERS—The spring warbler flight was con-
sidered quite good by most observers, if a bit late.
Flights were generally relatively minor, and the bulk of
the pure transients moved through May 10-20, though
there were lesser movements in late April. Early arri-
vals at Dismal Swamp, Va. included Prairie and
Hooded Warblers Apr. 6 and Am. Redstart Apr. 7
{BMly), and a Prairie Warbler at Blackwater Ref., Apr.
8 was a record arrival date for Maryland (HTA). A
Prothonotary Warbler at Trenton marsh, N.J., Apr. 20
was somewhat early, and three separate birds were
found in the Princeton, N. J. area May 4-7 (fide RJB). P.
G. DuMont saw a Golden-winged Warbler near Sel-
byville, Del., May 5, and an Orange-crowned Warbler
was found at New Hope, Pa., May 12 (DJH). Tennessee
Warblers were widely reported in the n. part of the
region May 11-23, and a singing bird at Richmond Apr
29 was unusual for s.c. Virginia (FRS). A singing
Sutton’s Warbler was seen well at Alexandria, Va.,
May 11 (OF), details of which are expected to be pub-
lished elsewhere. A Yellow-rumped Warbler at Bull
Run Regional Park, Va., May 4 clearly had a yellow
throat, the usual criterion for an Audubon’s Warbler
{CRE). Yellow-throated Warblers seemed in low num-
bers in e. Virginia, but Rowlett recorded nine near
Seneca, Md., Apr. 21, a good number for the Piedmont
Farther north, one was noted at Dividing Creek, N. J.,
Apr. 28 (DEK) and another the same day at New Hope,
Pa. (DJ). Bay-breasted Warblers were in very good
numbers and were recorded even in s.e. Virginia. West
recorded 20 in n. Delaware May 18, and one at Chin-
coteague Ref., May 14 was unusual (LKM). Northern
Waterthrushes were quite common in Chevy Chase,
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Md., 108 being banded (versus only three Louisianas),
extreme dates being Apr. 16 and June 4 (PP). Another
species in unusual numbers was the Mourning Warbler,
first recorded May 5 at Assawoman Wildlife Area, Del.
(PGD). Among the more interesting of these records
were four different birds at Princeton May 13-20 (RIB,
PWS), single birds banded at Pine Ridge, Va., May 25 &
28 (EDP), and three others banded at Williamsburg,
Va., May 26 & 28 (RAB). There are few previous spring
records for s.e. Virginia. A Com. Yellowthroat at Hud-
son Canyon, N. J., May 26 and 90 mi. from land (RK e?
al.), and a late Canada Warbler was banded at Pine
Ridge June 3 (EDP).

TANAGERS, FRINGILLIDS—There were five
records of Summer Tanagers in the Delaware Valley
area, somewhat more than normal, and a nearly fully
plumaged ad. 3 Black-headed Grosbeak remained at
Knaunertown, Pa., Apr. 12-16 (REC, EW er al.). Even-
ing Grosbeaks moved out quietly, mostly in April, and
18 at Clifton, Va., May 17 were late (JWE). Although
House Finches have not as yet been reported breeding
in Virginia, more are recorded into late spring each
year. At Norfolk a pair was still present May 5 (EM et
al.), and some remained at Lynchburg at least to May
24 (TH, fide RSF). Ten Pine Siskins were still present at
Norristown, Pa., May 20 (RIM), and at Bala-Cynwyd,
Pa. two young Pine Siskins appeared May 23 and were
fed by adults until May 31 (CDG). This appears to be the
first breeding evidence for this species in s.e. Pennsyl-
vania. The last Com. Redpoll reported was of one that
remained at Wilmington, Del. to Apr. 7 (PMW). Red
Crossbills appeared erratically in several parts of the
region, the latest date being May 28 for a flock of 10 at
Pomona, N. J. (JFA). Three reports of White-winged
Crossbills in s.e. Pennsylvania were the only reports of

SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION
/ Robert P. Teulings

Following an exceptionally mild winter, the migra-
tion started early (nine *‘earliest ever’’ arrival dates at
Columbus, Ga.) and proceeded under generally favora-
ble conditions. Movements, especially of transient
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this species. Two Seaside Sparrow nests with eggs were
located on Fisherman I., Va., May 11 (WKSet al.), and
a Harris’ Sparrow, probably the same one reported in
November and February, was seen at Audubon, Pa.,
Apr. 23 (EWG). A count of 18 Lapland Longspurs at
Brigantine 1., Mar. 16 was excellent (JDD).

CONTRIBUTORS—D. F. Abbott, J. M. Abbott,
R. L. Ake, Bill Akers, J. F. Akers, H. T. Armistead, M.
E. Armistead, C. U. Atkinson, Ruth A. Beck, R. J.
Blicharz, A. Brody, Mary Butterworth, M. A. Byrd,
G.W. Chaplin, E. A. Choate, Paris Coleman, A. E.
Conway, R. E. Cook, H.W. Cooper, R. J. Craig, I. D.
Danzenbaker, P. A. DuMont, P. G. DuMont, J. W.
Eike, C. R. Ellis, Olin Fang, Davis Finch, Edith
Fleischman, W. W. Fogleman, G. A. Franchois, R. S.
Freer, C. D. Grace, E. W. Grahm, Jesse Grantham,
Ada Green, Evan Hannay, Ives Hannay, D. I. Hart-
mann, Herb Hays, O. A. Heck, B. C. Hiatt, Tom
Hicks, C. F. Hills, M. L. Hoffman, N. E. Holgersen, D.
F. Holland, Curtis Johnson, David Johnson, Rich
Kane, D. E. Kunkle, S. R. Lawrence, C. H. Lewis, L.
K. Malone, H. D. McGuinness, J. T. McNeill, P. E.
McQuarry, Brooke Meanley, J. K. Meritt, R. J. Mid-
dleton, J. C. Miller, August Mirabella, Emily Moore,
Myriam P. Moore, Bert Murray, H. C. Olson, John
Pancake, Mrs. E. D. Peacock, M. C. Perry, A. & L.
Pieper, Nick Pulcinella, Peter Pyle, R. L. Pyle, Mrs. R.
E. Ricketts, R. A. Rowlett, R. H. Ryan, Joan E. Silagy,
W. K. Slate, R. L. Smart, Frank Smith, P. W. Smith, S.
B. Speck, I. J. Thouron, R. J. Tripician, C. R. Vaughn,
Gail Vaughn, P. M. Walters, Rodman Ward, W. J.
Wayne, Rick West, Claudia P. Wilds, V. E. Willet, R.
E. Wiltraut, Eric Witmer, John Yrizarry—F. R.
SCOTT, 115 Kennondale Lane, Richmond, Va. 23226
and DAVID A. CUTLER, 110 Rock Creek Drive, Wyn-
cote, Pa. 19095.

warblers, were notably unspectacular in most sections
because of the lack of conspicuous waves. Neverthe-
less there were some observations of significant in-
terest and a few surprises.

PELAGICS—Approximately 50 Sooty Shearwaters
were observed winging northward close to shore off
Hatteras I., N.C. on the evening of May 21 (JTH). Indica-
tions were that a major flight occurred that day (fide
JH). Two very early Wilson’s Storm-Petrels were
found Mar. 8 in waters 25 mi. off Morehead City
(DMcC). In mid-April a White-tailed Tropicbird was
sighted 70 mi. off Charleston, the exact date not
specified (RMcC, fide DF). A single Parasitic Jaeger
was seen May 19 at Cape Hatteras (JH), the only jaeger
sighting reported.

CORMORANTS THROUGH FLAMINGO—Sev-
eral Double-crested Cormorants made uncommon ap-
pearances inland at L. Surf and Thagard’s L. in the
Southern Pines, N.C., area Apr. 15-May 5 (IC, EL,
ML), and one was a locally rare visitor at L. Hartwell
near Clemson May 11 (HL). A wandering Wood Stork
was found well out of its usual range at Reidsville in
Rockingham Co., N.C., May 31 (EB, CB, WN et al.).
Elsewhere a Roseate Spoonbill was found near Charles-
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ton May 9 (KN,HS; photo by BG), and an Am.
Flamingo was an unexpected visitor there at Sullivan’s
I May 7 (ZTR, fide DF).

WATERFOWL—In the aftermath of a strong winter
mnflux, Fulvous Tree Ducks were reportedly still pres-
ent at Augusta May 12 (GK), at Pea I. May 18 (EB,CB),
and at Magnolia Gardens near Charleston May 29 (TV).
Most other wintering waterfowl departed the Region
well before the end of April, but eight species were still
present in a sizeable aggregation at Salem L. near
Winston-Salem May 2 including a flock of 200 scaup
(CF) A very late Blue-winged Teal was seen at Augusta
May 26 (GK). On the coast, a flight of 35 White-winged
Scoters was seen off Atlantic Beach, N.C., Apr. 27
(DM) A rare but unsuccessful breeding attempt by
Hooded Mergansers was reported from Granville Co.,
N C , where a pair was found nesting in a Wood Duck
box Apr. 3 (PS). Inspection of the box Apr. 20 revealed
8 eggs but the nest had been deserted.

VULTURES AND KITES—An unusually large and
mpressive flight of 80 Turkey Vultures and 40 Black
Vultures was seen by James Miller in Marion Co., Ga.,
Mar 29 (fide LAW). Two White-tailed Kites surpris-
ingly turned up in South Carolina this spring, the first
reported appearances of this western species in the
Region in more than a decade. One was sighted Apr. 10
at the U.S.D.A. Vegetable Breeding Laboratory near
Charleston (PN), and another was present May 25-30 at
Hilton Head I. (CC,CN). Observers again noted
Swallow-tailed Kites in the Buxton-Frisco-Pea I. vicin-
ity on the N.C. Outer Banks where several sightings
were recorded from May 18 through the end of the
period (JH,EB,PB). An effort will be made to deter-
mine whether the kites are now nesting in this locality.
If so, 1t will represent a substantial northward range
extension of more than 200 miles from the nearest
known breeding sites in South Carolina’s Francis Ma-
rnon Forest.

RAILS, SHOREBIRDS—At Cedar Island N.W.R.,
74 Black Rails were heard calling during a roadside
census through the refuge early on the morning of May
24 (JF, DMcC). This tally compares closely with a total
of 80 recorded on a similar census there a year ago (Am.
Birds 27:858). Inland, a Com. Gallinule was found May
1 by Gail Whitehurst along a small stream in suburban
Raleigh It lingered for several days and was seen by
other observers. Elsewhere in the Raleigh locality a
Virgima Rail was a locally unusual find at Umstead S.P.
Apr 27 (JW). Observers at Winston-Salem report that
the city sewage treatment plant has become an excel-
lent spot for shorebirds in the past year. Seen there
during late April and early May were several species of
sandpipers, including a flock of 20 Pectoral Sandpipers
and a White-rumped Sandpiper (fide RS). Other in-
teresting sightings were similarly recorded at sewage
treatment sites in Durhatn where five Stilt Sandpipers
were found Apr. 3 (RC) and in Atlanta where two
White-rumped Sandpipers were present May 19-20
(TM) Mud flats at a construction site near Gaston,
N C yielded noteworthy inland counts of 55 Pectoral
Sandpipers Apr. 29, six Black-bellied Plovers May 8,
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and 216 Least Sandpipers May 9 (ML). Eight Upland
Sandpipers were found at the Augusta Airport Apr. 12
(GK) and as many as seven were seen during the last
week of April feeding on the grounds of the Atlanta
Regional Hospital (JS). Sightings of several individuals
were also recorded at Raleigh, Durham and Havelock,
N.C. during the period Apr. 16 - May 10 by various
observers.

GULLS, TERNS—Single Laughing Gulls were seen
at L. Hartwell in the Clemson area Apr. 28 (HL) & May
26 (SG), rare first spring records for that w. Piedmont
reservoir. Fifteen Bonaparte’s Gulls were seen there
Mar. 26 (SG), along with two later transients May 12
(HL). A Caspian Tern Apr. 13 and 12 Forster’s Terns
May 5 were also interesting at that location (SG,HL)
Locally uncommon occurrences of gulls and terns were
also noted at several other inland locations, highlighted
by sightings of 40 Bonaparte’s Gulls Apr. 2 (DW) and a
Com. Tern Apr. 18 (TQ) at Raleigh, 11 Laughing Gulls
at Columbus Apr. 20 (JM), and five Caspian Terns at
Gaston, N.C., May 9(ML). Two Caspian Terns Apr. 19
at L. Surf provided a first local record for the Southern
Pines area and two Com. Terns were seen there May §
Jo).

CUCKOOS THROUGH FLYCATCHERS—A
fairly conspicuous migration of Black-billed Cuckoos
was noted across the Region this spring, all within the
period May 6-19. A new early arrival date of Apr. 1 was
established for Yellow-billed Cuckoos at Columbus,
Ga. (FL). A Smooth-billed Ani which appeared at
Jekyll I. during the winter season was still present Apr
29 (TM,JS). A Whip-poor-will was early in Raleigh
Mar. 2 (JHa), and Chuck-will’s-widows were noted in
the Durham area in late April and early May west of
their usual range (JRH,RC). A Gray Kingbird was pres-
ent at Sea 1., Ga., Apr. 28 (TM,JS). Single Alder Fly-
catchers were noted as uncommon transients May 15 at
N. Wilkesboro, N.C., (WS) and May 22 at Raleigh
(CM). At least one pair of Willow Flycatchers returned
to nest at Raleigh (RJH) and three males were found on
territory in the Atlanta area this spring (TM). Willow
Flycatchers may also be nesting in n. Greenville
County, S.C. where a singing male was found May 21
(HL).

SWALLOWS THROUGH THRUSHES—A large
flock of 100+ migrating Bank Swallows was seen at L
Surf May 5 (JC). Cliff Swallows appeared to be nesting
at L. Hartwell near Clemson in mid-May (HL,SG) and
others were seen collecting mud for nests at a highway
bridge across the Roanoke R. near Roanoke Rapids,
N.C., Apr. 29 (ML). Two Fish Crows were found May
16 at Clemson, further confirming their presence there
following last year’s first record for that locality (HL.)
Two transient Long-billed Marsh Wrens were seen in
the Southern Pines area Apr. 28 (fide JC) and a Short-
billed Marsh Wren was an inland visitor at Raleigh Apr
17 (DW). A Wood Thrush was early Mar. 23 at Colum-
bus (FL), and a Veery set a new early date there Apr. 8
(HM). A locally rare spring sighting of a Swainson’s
Thrush in the coastal area was recorded May 10 near
Atlantic Beach, N.C. (JF).
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WARBLERS—Tennessee Warblers were seen in
larger-than-usual numbers in Winston-Salem this
spring (RS) and seven sightings were recorded in
Chapel Hill where only two or three rare spring records
have been recorded in the past 10 years (fide JOP).
There was also a sighting at Charleston Apr. 28 (PN).
These Piedmont-to-coastal occurrences indicated a
possible eastward displacement of Tennessees from
their normal migration route which usually touches
only the w. portion of the Region. Orange-crowned
Warblers were noted as uncommon spring transients at
Raleigh Mar. 2 (JMu, fide RIH), at Townville, S.C.,
Apr. 13 (SG), and Zebulon, N.C., May 13 (RD). Cape
May Warblers were common migrants through the
Piedmont and a few turned up unexpectedly along the
coast where one was seen Apr. 20 at Atlantic Beach,
N.C. (DM) and another at nearby Ft. Macon May 18
(RJH). A discernible coastal migration of Blackpoll
Warblers was also noted along Bogue Bank May 6-17
(JF). One of the Audubon’s Yellow-rumped Warblers
reported from Charleston during the winter period re-
mained there through Apr. 13 (PN). Palm Warblers
were unusually abundant in the Raleigh-Chapel Hill
area this spring with both races present in good num-
bers (JW,ET,JOP). Sightings in that locality spanned
the dates Mar. 23-May 12.

ORIOLES THROUGH FRINGILLIDS—A nest of
N. (Baltimore) Orioles was found in Winston-Salem
May 11 (BP), a rare Piedmont record which follows a
1972 nesting in the same locality (Am. Birds:26:847).
Scarlet Tanagers were unusual spring migrants along
the coast where one was seen in mid-April at Bull’s I.,
S.C. and another at Charleston May 18 (fide DF). A
new early date for Summer Tanager was established
Mar. 20 at Columbus (FL) and a very early Rose-
breasted Grosbeak was seen there Mar. 21 (WM).
Dickcissels were reported from three widely scattered
areas in the Region this spring. Single birds were seen
Apr. 5 at Pendleton, SC. (HL), Apr. 27 at Pawley’s L.,
SC. (FP), and Apr. 29 at Raleigh (TQ). A mated pair of
House Finches was reportedly present in Winston-
Salem at the end of the period. No nest has yet been
located but it seems likely that the Region’s first nesting
record will be forthcoming (RS). Pine Siskins lingered
through late April at Charleston (DF), mid-May at
Clemson (HL) and were still present at Winston-Salem
June 5 (RS). Red Crossbills remained as late as May 7 in
the Atlanta area (fide DC) and May 19 at Southern Pines
(JC). Two Sharp-tailed Sparrows were found by Harry
LeGrand near Townville in Anderson County, S.C.,
May 19, a surprising inland occurrence. A spring record
for Lincoln’s Sparrow was recorded for the third year at
Clemson where a single bird was noted May 4 (SG).

CORRECTION—Misprints in the 1973 fall summary
incorrectly cite ‘“Atlantic”’ as the location of Philadel-
phia Vireo and Oldsquaw sightings Oct. 14and Nov. 11,
respectively. Atlanta, Ga. is the correct location for
both records.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT—IJames Pullman and
Elizabeth Teulings provided essential clerical and
editorial assistance in preparing this summary.
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FLORIDA REGION
/ Herbert W. Kale II

Observers afield in Florida during the spring of 1974
were generally of one accord in describing the migra-
tion as ‘‘dullest in memory,”” unspectacular,”” and
‘‘practically nil”’—all reflections of the lack of any sig-
nificant weather fronts throughout the period. Still, this
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report contains numerous noteworthy observations
from persistent birders who daily or ‘‘weekendly’’ go
afield with hope ever eternal. The Everglades and Big
Cypress area in south Florida bumed as#hey have
never burned before. Smoke from forest and muck fires
covered the lower east coast for days at atime. Drought
and fire are natural and necessary phenomena of these
two ecosystems, but the extreme decline in water table
elevations and the depth and vastness of the bums—a
result of excessive drainage—are not natural. The fires,
many of which were ignited by woods or ’glades ar-
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sonists, were finally extinguished by the rains that came
n May, but it will take many years to restore the marsh-
lands and peat soils that were destroyed.

This period was highlighted by the successful
production—the best since 1967—of 3500 Wood Storks
at the Corkscrew Swamp colony and 1200 at three
Everglades Nat’l Park (below E.N.P.) colonies.
Another significant and encouraging event was the
nesting of two pairs of Reddish Egrets on Alafia Banks,
a National Audubon Society sanctuary in the mouth of
the Alafia River in Tampa Bay. This is possibly the first
nesting i the Tampa Bay area since the plume-hunting
days early in this century (FMD, details to be pub-
lished), and the second known nesting north of Florida
Bay Several outstandingrarities, reported below, were
Red-footed Booby, Bahama Duck, Caribbean Coot,
Bahama Woodstar, Bahama Swallow, and Bronzed
Cowbird.

SHEARWATERS AND PETRELS—A Sooty
Shearwater May 20 was the only shearwater seen dur-
mg several pelagic trips this spring east of Cape Canav-
eral (RDB & JJ). From four to 20 Audubon’s Shearwat-
ers were noted daily May 6-12 in the Florida straits off
Duck Key (HND). The movement of Wilson’s Storm-
Petrels into their summering area off the Atlantic coast
was 1llustrated by their increasing numbers seen east of
Cape Canaveral—seven on May 20, 16 on May 29, and
51 on June 4 (RDB & 1J).

TROPICBIRDS THROUGH FRIGATEBIRDS
—Sightings of White-tailed Tropicbirds appear to be
mcreasing and for the second year in a row two, possi-
bly three, birds were observed performing courtship
displays over Ft. Jefferson, Dry Tortugas (below, D.T.)
Apr 5(CWB, PWS et al.) and May 4-5 (JBE et al.). A
weakly flying bird was seen off Sebastian Inlet Apr. 25
(ADC) and an adult made several attempts to land on
the flying bridge of a boat in the Florida straits off
Marathon May 16 (HND). A most unusual incident
occurred at the Tortugas May 5 when an Osprey caught
a large fish just off Bush Key and was immediately
pursued by a Brown Pelican. The chase led to Garden
Key and continued over Ft. Jefferson for several min-
utes The pelican was on the tail of the Osprey when
they disappeared behind the fort. (JBE, CT et al.).
Numerous observers saw a Red-footed Booby at D.T.,
May 4-5 (JBE, JCO et al.). A dark-tailed brown bird
with white underparts, golden-buff head, and red legs,
it was probably molting into adult plumage (JBE). Five
Brown Boobies were on the Rebecca Shoals naviga-
tional structure May 5 (JBE et al.). The colony of Mag-
nificent Frigatebirds on the Marquessas Keys, the only
one 1n North America, contained 25 pairs on nests,
apparently incubating eggs, May 7 (JCO).

WADING BIRDS—Because of the continued threat
of destruction of wetlands habitat most of Florida’s
wading bird species have been designated ‘‘Species of
Special Concern’ by the recently formed Florida
Committee on Rare and Endangered Plants and Ani-
mals Ironically, the highest concentrations of waders
are usually found in marshlands that are drying up. Paul
Sykes observed the following birds Apr. 22 in the St.
Johns Water Management District impoundment west
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of Vero Beach, just as the last of the water was being
pumped out of the marshland for agricultural use: Great
Blue Heron 150, Little Blue Heron 1000, Great Egret
3500, Snowy Egret 2500, Louisiana Heron 200, Wood
Stork 300, White Ibis 2000. With the occasional obser-
vation of Reddish Egrets in full breeding soft-part col-
oration in peninsular Florida as far north as Vero Beach
on the east coast and Tampa Bay on the west coast, the
nesting of this species on Alafia Banks comes as no
great surprise, but it nevertheless marks a milestone in
its exceedingly slow recovery from near extinction 70
years ago. An ad. Black-crowned Night Heron at a
pond on Sugarloaf Key Apr. 7 was the first one seen
there in more than 30 years of birding in the Lower
Keys by veteran Frances Hames. The successful nest-
ing of Wood Storks, already mentioned above, at the
main breeding colonies at Corkscrew and E.N.P., and
in the face of severe drought conditions, provided a
respite, although a temporary one, in the alarming de-
cline of this endangered species. Smaller colonies else-
where in the state were also successful, or on the verge
of being so, with nearly 300 young produced on Pelican
1. N.W.R. (SLW) and 150 active nests in two colonies
near Jacksonville (SAG & RWL et al.). Rarely seen in
the Tampa Bay area, two Glossy Ibis were at McKay
Bay May 18 (JBE, PJF et al.). A Roseate Spoonbill at
Mulilet Key Apr. 3 (DG) and two at McKay Bay Apr. 6
(JBE) were early, while one near St. Marks Light May
29 (HG & HMS) was the earliest for the Tallahassee
Division. Inland occurrences are rare, so three at L
Alfred in Polk Co., May 21 and thereafter (PJF) are
noteworthy. An Am. Flamingo at Port Canaveral Apr
28 (ADC) and May 5 (RDB & ADC) is the earliest for
the N. Peninsula. Not submitted in time for the winter
period report was the sighting of a flamingo in the
mouth of the Alafia R., Tampa Bay, Jan. 23 & 26
(FMD).

DUCKS—Over 120 Fulvous Tree Ducks were seen
near 40 Mile Bend on the Tamiami Trail Apr. 28 (DG &
LH). Others were reported in Conservation Area 2A,
Broward Co., May 16, and east of Belle Glade May 13
(PWS), and 24 on the east side of Loxahatchee N.W.R.,
May 22 (JJS & PWS). In light of the increasing numbers
of this species in Florida in recent years it is of interest
to report that the zoo-keeper at Miami’s Crandon Park
Zoo stated (fide JBE) that their captive Fulvous Tree
Ducks have been flying off ever since 1952 and proba-
bly form the nucleus of the s. Florida population (un-
verified, however). Black-bellied and West Indian Tree
Ducks have also been escaping from the zoo for several
years. A Mottled Duck on St. George 1., Apr. 6, in
addition to being a rarity there, was the earliest for the
Tallahassee Division (HMS &JMS). The Bahama Duck
that wintered at West L., Flamingo in E.N.P., was still
in the area May 22 on one of the sewage treatment
ponds (CWB). A pair of Masked Ducks near the head-
quarters of Loxahatchee N.W.R., Apr. 18 remained
through May 14 (JHD), but no evidence of nesting was
found. A White-winged Scoter near St. James, Fre aklin
Co., was late Apr. 25 (HMS).

RAPTORS—Breeding attempts by Everglade Kites

at Loxahatchee N.W.R. and in impoundments in the
headwater marshes of the St. Johns R. in St. Lucie and
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Indian River Counties ended in failure as a result of
predation in the Refuge, and drought in the impound-
ments (PWS). Presumably, nesting success was better
for the Lake Okeechobee population. At least two pairs
of Mississippi Kites were present in the Gainesville
area during the period, one pair was observed copulat-
ing (SAN, KRN, JEH). Scarce during the past 20 years
in Brevard Co., a pair of Caracaras on the Duda Ranch
May 31 was encouraging. A Krider’s Hawk, an escapee
from a local falconer who had removed it from a nest in
the western U.S., was seen frequently during the past
winter and spring in the Brevard Co. area—Rockledge,
L. Poinsett, and Duda Ranch (ADC & RDB). The
necessity for thoroughly investigating reports of birds
of prey seen far from their normal range cannot be
overemphasized.

COOTS AND SHOREBIRDS—Of the several
Caribbean Coots (I have heard reports as high as eight)
that wintered in s. Florida only three remained at Oak-
land Park in Ft. Lauderdale May 3 (JBE). One of these
represents the first specimen for North America
(*U.S.N.M.). The Crandon Park zoo-keeper stated
(fide JBE) that they have never had any Caribbean
Coots in their collection. The first, and possibly last,
Port Canaveral nesting record for the Am. Oyster-
catcher occurred in late April (ADC & RDB). This rich
shorebird area will soon be ‘‘developed’” for harbor
facilities. At least ten pairs of oystercatchers, some in
courtship, were seen on St. George 1., in the upper Gulf
Apr. 21 & 23 (JHH), but the species appears to be
disappearing as a breeding bird from Pinellas Co.
beaches. None were found there in April or May (JBE).
A combing of Honeymoon I. near Dunedin May 18
failed to find any Snowy Plovers (JBE), but at least
three pairs were recorded on St. George I. Apr. 21 & 23
(JHH). Two Wilson’s Plovers seen at Key Haven May
29 had young chicks with them on June 5, one of few
nesting records in the Lower Keys (FTH). An Upland
Sandpiper on Payne’s Prairie May 10 (SAN) is the latest
for the N. Peninsula. A Willet on Key Haven May 29,
and five birds there June 5 (FTH) suggest possible
breeding in the Lower Keys. An estimated 1500 Red
Knots were seen in Nassau Sound May § (RWL &
SLS). Three Purple Sandpipers on Melbourne Cause-
way Jan. 13-May 6 (EKS, ADC, HGC) marked the
latest date for the N. Peninsula. White-rumped Sand-
pipers were very late at Key Haven June 5-6 (FTH).
Three were at McKay Bay May 4 (DG & LLH) and May
18 (JBE). Uncommon in spring in the Tallahassee Divi-
sion, two Stilt Sandpipers were near St. Marks Light
Apr. 3 (NOW, HMS et al.). A Marbled Godwit at Ft.
George Inlet north of Jacksonville was late on May 30
(RWL). A molting Ruff in a flooded field on the Duda
Ranch near Rockledge Apr. 7 (ADC) and a Reeve on
Merritt I. N.W.R. May 6 (RDB & ADC) are the third
and fourth spring records for peninsular Florida.

JAEGERS, GULLS, TERNS—A Pomarine Jaeger
was seen chasing Royal Terns near Rebecca Shoals
Light Apr. 7(PWS) and again was there May S (JBE et
al.). An estimated 200 Herring Gulls—two-thirds in
breeding plumage—on Middle Key, D.T., Apr. 5 (PWS
et al.) was unusual at this late date. The Laughing Gull
colony on St. Petersburg’s Bayway—possibly the
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largest colony in the U.S., comprised of 3000-5000
pairs—was given another year’s reprieve (probably 1ts
last) when the property was resold once agamn to
another condominium developer. Of the unpre-
cedented number of 500 Com. Terns at Mullet Key
Mar. 30, most were gone the next day, but seven were
still present Apr. 20 (JBE). An estimated 225 Roseate
Terns were counted on Middle Key, D.T. Apr 5(GD,
RHW, PWS). Up to six were present on Duck Key mn
the Upper Keys May 12-19 (HND) and several were
seen in Key West Harbor May 27, and at Key Haven,
one on May 29, and four incubating two eggs each on
June 4 (FTH). The first Duval Co. record for this
species at Mayport Apr. 7 (SAG, VMM, PCP) 1s the
first spring record for the N. Peninsula. Two more were
seen 20 mi. east of Cape Canaveral May 8 (JJ) Bridled
Terns were also seen east of Canaveral, one on Apr 24
(JJ) and six on May 20 (RDB & JJ). A Caspian Tern,
rare in Leon Co., was seen on L. Jackson Apr 28 (RLC
& NOW), and several were reported nesting near the
mouth of the Alafia R., Tampa Bay this spring (fide
WDC). Between 50-100 Black Terns were seen along
Tampa’s Bayshore Blvd., May 18 JBE & CG) Three
birds, one in breeding plumage and one with a speckled
breast, were at Key Haven May 27 (FTH) and two were
seen 15 mi. east of Cape Canaveral May 29 (RDB & JJ)
A Black Noddy Tern in worn plumage was perched with
Brown Noddies on the old coaling dock at Ft Jefferson
Apr. 5 (PWS)—the earliest date in the U.S.—and seen
there again on May 4 (CT, TM, JBE et al.)

PIGEONS, DOVES, OWLS, GOATSUCKERS
—An estimated 75 White-crowned Pigeons were 1n the
vicinity of the post office in downtown Key West May
27 (FTH). In the same city block, Inca Doves apparently
are ‘‘holding their own’” with three birds—frequent
visitors to a bird bath—counted on May 27 (FTH) Only
two nesting records of the Burrowing Owl over the past
20 years exist for Brevard Co., hence, a burrow with
two adults on Apr. 1, and three young on May 31 (ADC
& RDB) is noteworthy. A Whip-poor-will singing at
Key West on the evening of Apr. 21 (TW) is the latest
for the Lower Keys by almost a month.

SWIFTS THROUGH FLYCATCHERS—A Chim-
ney Swift over Delray Beach May 29 (PWS), if a mig-
rant, was late for the S. Peninsula, although swifts
breed in the northern third of this division. A Rufous
Hummingbird in a Tallahassee backyard was last seen
Apr. 1 (MBM). A Bahama Woodstar at Mrs Bradley
Fisk’s banding station in Homestead Apr. 7 remained
until about mid-May and was seen and photographed
(but never trapped) by numerous observers (EJF,
OTO, WBR, SS et al.). The old hospital area on Stock
1., Key West, contained 15 Gray Kingbirds Apr 16
(FTH). One at Cedar Key Apr. 14 was early (JHH &
SAN), and a pair 14 mi. east of Belle Glade along U S
441 May 13 (PWS) was unusual so far inland Three
Scissor-tailed Flycatchers from a flock of 18-20 birds on
Stock I., Apr. 1, were still there Apr. 16 (FTH) An E
Wood Pewee at Sharpes, Brevard Co., was early on
Apr. 17 (ADC). Now believed to be a breeding bird on
Key West, the Great Crested Flycatcher is often heard
near the public library on Fleming St. A single bird was
seen there May 27-31 (FTH). If a migrant it is the latest
for the Lower Keys.
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SWALLOWS THROUGH VIREOS—One, possibly
two, Bahama Swallows—the eighth record for
Florida—were seen by numerous observers [at an un-
spectfied location in the Lower Keys] May 3 (JBE et
al ) Two Bank Swallows at East Pt. and St. George 1.,
Apr 6 (HMS & JMS) were early. Others were seen at
Ft Jefferson May 4-5 (JBE er al.) and at Merritt 1.
N W R May 8 (RDB). Cave Swallows were again at Ft.
Jefferson, one on Apr. 5-7 (CWB, PWS et al.) and two
on May 4(JBE, JCO et al.). A Short-billed Marsh Wren
at Merntt I. N.W.R. May 24 (PWS) was the latest for
the N Peninsula. Thrushes were unusually scarce this
spring A Hermit Thrush on Merritt I., May 4 & 11
(RDB) was the latest for the N. Peninsula, and a
Swainson’s Thrushin Jacksonville May 13 was also late
(VMM) Rare in spring, a Philadelphia Vireo was seen
at Sarasota May 6 (DHM).

WARBLERS—Despite the generally poor migration
(observation-wise) most of the eastern warblers were
recorded at one place or another in the region. One
exception to the low-key migration was experienced by
Bill Bolte who wrote ‘I have never seen a warbler
migration in Broward County to equal the one that
occurred Apr. 24. A mild cold front had moved through
the previous evening. First reports of the migration
came about 7:45 a.m., when waves of warblers were
heard flying overhead in a northwesterly direction in a
very heavy smoke-filled sky (from ’glades fires). From
noon until 2 p.m. on a strip of land 75 by 900 feet
bordering a borrow pit in Ft. Lauderdale I identified 20
species of warblers: Black-and-white, Prothonotary,
Swamnson’s, Worm-eating, Tennessee, Parula, Cape
May, Black-throated Blue, Yellow-rumped, Black-
throated Green, Yellow-throated, Blackpoll, Pine,
Prairie, Palm, Ovenbird, Yellowthroat, Wilson’s,
Canada, and Redstart—an estimated 1200-1500 birds.
At the same time Wally George in Cypress Park, two
blocks away, observed 16 species of over 1000 warb-
lers *° This same wave was also observed farther north
along the coast in Brevard Co. by Bob Barber. Large
flights of warblers were noted offshore east of Cape
Canaveral on May 6-7 with an estimated 1000 warblers
passimg or landing on the boat both days (JJ.)

Swainson’s Warblers were also seen at St. Peters-
burg Apr. 7 (DG & LH), at Miami Apr. 9-12 and 25
(ESD), and at Rockledge Apr. 24 (RDB). Additional
warbler species reported during the period were
Golden-winged at Sarasota Apr. 27 (EHR & DHM) and
on the Loop Road in the Everglades Apr. 28 (DG &
LH), Blue-winged at Mullet Key Apr. 17 (DG) and
south of Sopchoppy Apr. 25 (HMS), Magnolia at St.
Marks Light Apr. 16 NOW), at Rockledge Apr. 24 and
May 1 (RDB), and at Tavernier May 1 (RTP & SS),
Cerulean at Ft. Lauderdale Apr. 10 (WJB) and Merritt
1, May 3 (JJ), Blackburnian at Tavernier May 18 (JCO
& SS), Chestnut-sided on Merritt 1., May 3 (JJ), Bay-
breasted at Tavernier May 17-18 (JCO & SS), Blackpoll
at Tallahassee Apr. 10 (JMS) that tied the early date for
this division, Kentucky at Ft. Lauderdale Apr. 6 (WG),
and two Connecticuts on Merritt I., May 16 (RDB). A
Hooded Warbler at Aurantia May 6 (RDB) was the
latest i migration for the N. Peninsula.
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WEAVERS AND BLACKBIRDS—A & House
Sparrow at Ft. Jefferson Apr. 5-7 (CWB & PWS) and
either the same bird or another male on May 4 (JBE et
al.) again suggest that we really know very little about
this most common species inhabiting American cities.
Bobolinks were generally scarce in the region, but only
visually, because their nocturnal migrating calls were
frequently heard from mid-April to mid-May. A flock of
60at L. Alice, Gainesville Apr. 19 (NPC) grew to 500 by
Apr. 25 (JEH). A lone bird remained on Payne’s Prairie
May 10 (SAN), and seven birds on Merritt I. N.W.R.
May 24 were late (PWS). The only Yellow-headed
Blackbird reported during the period was one at
Sarasota Apr. 17 (JM). Three Rusty Blackbirds were
late at Rockledge Apr. 19 (ADC). The fourth Florida
record (first in spring in the N. Peninsula) of the
Bronzed Cowbird was at the Duda Ranch where it was
first seen Apr. 15 (ADC & RDB) and observed by many
birders through Apr. 26.

TANAGERS AND FINCHES—Three Western
Tanagers reported during the period were one at Al-
ligator Pt., Apr. 5 (JMS), a rarity in the Tallahassee
area, one in Cypress Park, Ft. Lauderdale Apr. 6 that
remained until Apr. 20 (WG, many obs.), and an adult
male in Coral Gables Apr. 16 (EG). Blue-gray Tanagers
were again singing on territory in Dania and North
Miami (JBE). Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were seen at
Tavernier Apr. 20-22 (RTP) and on Hypoluxo 1., Lan-
tana, May 11 (HPL, WM, PWS). Two 3 & Indigo Bunt-
ings singing near the 1968 nesting site near Bartow at
the end of May suggested breeding again (JBE). A
Purple Finch at a feeder in Gainesville was late Apr. 26
(JEH). Pine Siskins were widespread in Florida this
past winter and remained late. Of three at Mullet Key
Apr. 13, one was still there Apr. 27 (WDC, FMDez al.).
One was last seen in Gainesville Apr. 30 (JEH), and ten
in Jacksonville May 10 (VMM) and one in Tallahassee
May 17 (MBM) were very late. Three Savannah Spar-
rows on East Key, D. T., Apr. 5 (PWS) present the
question of where they may have wintered, and one at
L. Poinsett, Rockledge May 15 (RDB) was the latest for
the N. Peninsula. A rare Le Conte’s Sparrow was ob-
served at close range at St. Marks Lighthouse pond
Apr. 21 (JHH). A Seaside Sparrow (not a Dusky) on
Merritt 1., Apr. 17 (ADC) was a late migrant, and two
Chipping Sparrows at Rockledge May 8 (ADC) tied the
latest date for the N. Peninsula. A backyard feeder in
Rockledge attracted a Clay-colored Sparrow where it
remained from Apr. 22-27 (RDB). A rare migrant in
Jacksonville was a White-crowned Sparrow May 6
(JPC). The latest date for a Lincoln Sparrow in the N.
Peninsula occurred at L. Poinsett May 1 (RDB), and a
Swamp Sparrow on Merritt I., May 7 (RDB) was also
very late.

OBSERVERS (area editors in boldface)—R. D.
Barber, C. W. Biggs, W. J. Bolte, J. P. Cocke, H. P.
Cocks, W. D. Courser, R. L. Crawford, A. D. Cruick-
shank, H. G. Cruickshank, H. N. Darrow, G. Davis, E.
S. Dickie, J. H. Doebel, F. M. Dunstan, J. B. Edscorn,
P. J. Fellers, E. J. Fisk, C. Geneangel, W. George, E.
Gizzarelli, D. Goodwin, H. Greening, S. A. Grimes, F.
T. Hames, J. Herrmann, J. H. Hintermister, L. Hop-
kins, J. E. Horner, J. Johnson, H. P. Langridge, R. W.
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Loftin, D. H. Mace, V. M. Markgraf, W. Matthews, M.
N. Miller, T. Moore, K. R. Nesbitt, S. A. Nesbitt, J. C.
Ogden, O. T. Owre, R. T. Paul, P. C. Powell, W. B.
Robertson, Jr., E. H. Rowland, S. Sprunt, E. K. Stan-
dish, H. M. Stevenson, J. M. Stevenson, S. L. Sutton, J.
I. Sykes, P. W, Sykes, Jr., C. Turner, N. O. Wamer, T.
Weed, W. F. White, R. H. Willocks, S. L. Wineland.
Abbreviations—D. T., Dry Tortugas, E.N.P., Ever-
glades Nat’l Park. U.S.N.M., U.S. Nat’l Museum.;*,
specimen.—HERBERT W. KALE II, Florida Medical
Entomology Laboratory, P. O. Box 520, Vero Beach,
Florida 32960.

ONTARIO — WESTERN NEW YORK
REGION
/ Clive E. Goodwin and Richard C. Rosche

The season was yet another in the series of early and
late springs which have been the pattern of recent
years. Both March and April had pronounced warm
spells stimulating early movement, and they were fol-
lowed by a cool May which delayed much passage well
into June. Migration was good but not exceptional,
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although an impressive array of rarities were seen.
Unfortunately not all of these are included here, as
some reports were received too late—or not at all—and
both observers and regional editors are urged to get
their reports in as quickly as possible after May 30.
Space normally no longer permits inclusion of late re-
ports in the following season’s summary, as in the past.

The spring was more productive of widespread
weather-linked movements than recent springs have
been: the first big *‘push’’ was the Mar. 2-3 period noted
in the last summary, but the mild periods of April
yielded interesting movements. On Apr. 2-4 warm
weather stimulated a major exodus of wintering water-
fowl along the lower Great Lakes, and there were some
early arrivals; mostly waterbirds but including
Kingston’s earliest Barn Swallow and Water Pipit Apr.
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3 (K.F.N.), and there were over 1150 swallows of four
species (mostly Tree) along the Grand R., Apr. 5 (RC).
The period Apr. 12-14 brought widespread arrivals,
including an exceptionally early Com. Highthawk at
Angus Apr. 11 (JM), Kingston’s earliest Bank Swallow
Apr. 15 and Pine Warbler Apr. 14 (RDW), with two at
Bronte the same day (C & SW, AW), and a Com. Snipe
at Homepayne Apr. 12 (JBM). But it was the end of
April that yielded the outstanding movements with one
of the most remarkable spring influxes in years. It
ranged from Point Pelee National Park (below, Pelee) to
Kingston and north to Virginiatown, covered five days
and featured a flood of early arrivals in sometimes
unusual numbers, and an assortment of rarities includ-
ing a first for the Province.

The associated weather was a flood of warm air mov-
ing north, and bringing near-record breaking temper-
atures to the south of the Province. The thermometer
reached 86°F at Petawawa, and in many areas tem-
peratures were 20° above normal. This spell broke on
Apr. 29 as bad weather moved in from the northwest
with a cool front. Flycatchers, vireos, warblers and
Bobolinks featured largely in the movement, but high
counts of Bonaparte’s Gulls at Kingston, Little Gulls at
Oshawa and Black Terns at Mud L., Welland (MHE,
DC et al., and fide RFA) as well as the rarities seen
showed that it was not confined to landbirds. Space
permits only a sampling of the earliest sightings: April
27 brought a Least Sandpiper at Presqu’ile P.P. (CEG,
JEG), a Wood Pewee at Peterborough (DCS), a White-
eyed Vireo at Pelee (fide AHK), a Cerulean Warbler at
Grimsby (RC), 150 Yellow-rumped Warblers were seen
at Collingwood (JWi, JH) and there were Pine Warblers
and -Field Sparrows north to Manitoulin 1. (CB, JL).
Among the birds seen the next day was a Great Crested
Flycatcher, Prince Edward Pt. — below, P.E. Pt. —
(K.F.N.) and a Cape May Warbler, Hamilton (RC et
al.). On Apr. 29 a Short-billed Marsh Wren was at
Whitby (GB), e Black-billed Cuckoo at Bronte (MJ) and
a Red-eyed Vireo at Pelee (AW), whilst Apr. 30 sight-
ings included a Ruby-throated Hummingbird at Strat-
ford (EE) and an Indigo Bunting at Presqu’ile P.P.
(GB), and May 1 two White-crowned Sparrows at
Hornepayne (JJ). Even more imposing is the list of rarer
species over the period, starting with a Little Blue
Heron at Mississagi Light Apr. 27-28 (JN), one of the
few records north of the lower Lakes. A Willet at
Hamilton Apr. 28 (WS) s eclipsed by an unprecedented
23 at Pelee the same day (AJR). Six Blue-gray Gnat-
catchers at P.E. Pt., (RDW), a Kentucky Warbler at
Bronte Apr. 28 (MI), a Hooded Warbler at Grimsby
Apr. 27 (GM), and a Louisiana Waterthrush Scar-
borough Apr. 28 (GB) all represent early records for
infrequent species, but the odd nighthawk photo-
graphed at Pelee on Apr. 29 was wholly new: its iden-
tification has been confirmed as a Lesser Nighthawk
(AW fide WEG), a new species for Canada.

In contrast May was uneventful, although there were
influxes in the middle of the month, with a spectacular
diurnal reverse migration of warblers off Pelee at dawn
on May 14 (m.ob.)}, and the heaviest migration seemed
to occur in the third and fourth weeks.
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LOONS, GREBES, CORMORANTS—Common
Loons were in generally good numbers, with many
sightings of groups up to 15 birds, and a high of 400 Apr.
20 at Kettle Pt. (AR), and there were isolated Red-
throated Loon sightings including one at Ambherst I.,
May 23 (PM, PH). The Manitoulin area is becoming the
best location in the Province for Red-necked Grebes;
there were 280 in Mississagi Strait Apr. 20-28 (fide IN),
and noteworthy elsewhere were two on Source L.,
Algonquin P.P., May 16 (RM, RR). Eared Grebes were
at Wheatley May 6 (JPK, JEG) and Hamilton during
April (AW), which represents normal numbers for this
specles over the past few years in contrast with the
nflux last spring. Double-crested Cormorants also
seemed 1n average numbers, but the diminished status
of this bird demands some detail: in total there were
some 10 L. Ontario sightings with a high of seven May
11 at Kingston (K.F.N.) and maybe 15-20 birds in all;
four to six birds on L. Erie, two on L. Huron and three
— arecord number — inland at Fanshawe L., London
(WGD)

HERONS, EGRETS—Green Herons appeared
again on Manitoulin 1., which is north of their range,
with three May 21 and single birds on May 11&24 (JN).
Little Blue Herons made their usual token appearances
with birds at Dundas Apr. 3-4 (DAS, HM) and near
Pelee May 14 (DR), in addition to the one at Mississagi
Light Cattle Egrets were not quite in last spring’s high
numbers, but at least 22 birds seemed to be involved in
almost as many reports. There was a high of 12 Pelee 1.,
May 7-14 (CAC, GD) and numbers east to Kingston
(K F N ) and at Brighton (CEG, JEG), the locale for
Ontar10’s only breeding colony during the early 1960s,
but not recorded there recently. Great Egrets seemed
both more widespread and earlier than usual: as early as
Apr 3 at Hamilton (HM) and Fanshawe L. (DS) and
east to Amherst I. and P.E. Pt., May 23 and Apr. 28
(BG, PM, PH). A Louisiana Heron at Pickering May
10-19 (CEG, JEG, m. ob.) was the sixth report for the
Province, but the fifth since 1969. A Black-crowned
Night Heron at Peterborough Apr. 15-18 (TBez al.) was
unusual, and the species seemed in good numbers on
migration

SWANS, GEESE, DUCKS—Wallaceburg con-
tinues to be the major concentration area for Whistling
Swans 1n recent years, and 23,000 were there around
the end of March (m. ob.). There were scattered indi-
viduals and small flocks seen from an unusually wide
range of localities in s. Ontario. The Canada Goose
migration was protracted, with apparent migrants from
Apr 9 to past the end of the period, and good numbers
were seen with the Port Hope peaks of 20,000 Apr.
27-28 and 10,000 May 4-6:(ERM) representative. Iso-
lated Brant were at Gore Bay May 1 (ID, fide KM) and
Long Point June 1 (RC), and Kingston had a good
movement with 3250 May 18-20 (fide RDW) which was
followed a week later by a sighting of 3000 at Shipsands
I, Moosonee (AW). Three additional records of
White-fronted Geese, at Kingsville Mar. 17 (PDP, NC)
Port Hope Apr. 14 (JG) and Toronto 1., Apr. 20 (fide
GB), bring the spring total to 10 birds in four wide-
spread locations, unprecedented for this rare species.
Isotated Eur. Wigeon are regular on the lower Lakes in
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most springs, and this year there were birds at Pelee
Mar. 23 (JAG, JPK, KO), Strathroy Apr. 20-21 and 25,
apparently two birds (JRC, WRJI et al.), and at Valens in
April (AW, NE, CE). The remainder of the waterfowl
story is further evidence of a very good migration, with
early appearances associated with the April warm
spells and prolonged movement during May. Numbers
were excellent — Mallard, Pintail, Ring-necked Duck,
Canvasback, scoters and Ruddy Duck all prompted
enthusiastic comments from various reporters. Ap-
pearances were unusually widespread, and here Snow
Geese, N. Shovelers and Hooded Mergansers were
particularly noteworthy. On the whole, however, space
does not permit detail on what simply adds up to a fine
but not exceptional migration, and perhaps a fuller
review of one species will round out the picture. Old-
squaw tends to be a neglected species in seasonal re-
ports: they are common enough to escape mention, but
their dispersed feeding flocks and tendency to concen-
trate well off-shore probably leads to their real abun-
dance being underestimated. This spring they were the
most abundant duck in Gerry Bennett’s Apr. 27-May 4
trip along L.Ontario to Kingston. He saw 3370, and
other concentrations were 800 Manitoulin 1., May 26
and 420 at Whitewater L., Azilda May 22 (JN, CB, JL),
and a P.E. Pt. high of 900 May 10 (K.F.N.) — all still
unsensational in terms of the winter counts of past
years off Toronto. Pairs at Caledon Apr. 13 (CR) and
Manitoulin I., Apr. 20 (JN) represented early move-
ment, one which paralleled an exodus of the earlier
migrants among the wintering waterfowl, such as scaup
and goldeneye. Yet the main ‘‘squaw’’ concentrations
at Mantoulin were surprisingly late, and birds were still
moving further south as late as May 30 at Peterborough
(TB).

HAWKS—Goshawk sightings were widespread in
small numbers—eleven in all—not equal to the influx of
the past two years, but a good flight nonetheless. Adult
plumaged birds are rarely seen and the immatures are
not the easiest birds to identify; observers should be
critical of sightings, otherwise free-wheeling pursuit of
the day’s list could well expand the population! Spring
is not the best time to assess hawk numbers and maybe
the nine Cooper’s Hawks reported reflects this rather
than the sad state of this species. View on the Red-
shouldered Hawk situation were mixed, from guarded
optimism to deep pessimism; however, assuming
reporters are mentioning all their sightings of this
species now, only 9 pairs plus 11 migrant birds were
seen in Ontario this spring. An early Broad-winged
Hawk was seen in Sheddon Twp., Apr. 3 (KM). Golden
Eagles were at Lakefield May 2 (TB), London Apr. 9
(JS) and Source L., Algonquin P.P., May 21 (SA, DBr).
There were widespread Bald Eagle sightings, but more
significant were reports of four active nests—three in
the southwest (fide AHK) and one at Long Point
(AW)—which is the largest number since 1970, and the
first break in the species’ consistent decline. Ospreys
appeared in good numbers, and apparently too many
for reporters to provide full statistics on, and there were
five Peregrine Falcons seen and five Merlins, which is
about average for spring. A grey-phase Gyrfalcon was
apparently seen at Cookstown Apr. 14 (AD) but other
details are lacking.
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GROUSE THROUGH RAILS—Six Sharp-tailed
Grouse were again seen at P.E. Pt., Apr. 21 (RBS).
Sandhill Cranes are irregular visitors at best to s.
Ontario, so the ten at Tiny Marsh May 30 (OE & MD)
were an astonishing number; to the north and west they
are more usual and sightings this year include a bird at
Crozier May 6 (IP), a pair at Harris Hill May 19 (AW)
and 15 at Hearst May 8 (HS). There were no King Rail
reports from the southwest, but one at Oshawa Apr. 28
(GAS). A Sora at Dorchester Apr. 2 (C & MH) and a
Virginia Rail at Kingston Mar. 29 (JAW) were early,
and a Virginia at Cache L., Algonquin P.P., May 28
(DBr, MR) is also noteworthy. A Yellow Rail was call-
ing near Harris Hill May 19 (AW) but a bird at Wilmot
Cr., Clarke Twp. May 26 (KB) was much more surpris-
ing. A Purple Gallinule visiting a garden feeder in
Cobourg Apr. 22, was captured and subsequently
released at Willow Beach, and was later seen ‘‘happily
eating frogs.”” Its ultimate fate is apparently unknown
(HK, GBe, m. ob.).

SHOREBIRDS—In spite of the continuing record
high lake levels the shorebird migration was good, with
birds frequenting wet fields in many areas. Particularly
good movements were reported of Golden and Black-
bellied Plover, Ruddy Turnstones, Dunlin, White-
rumped Sandpipers and dowitchers. These species also
provided early records—Black-bellieds in the south-
west on Apr. 21 (DR) and Kingston area Golden May 11
and Short-billed Dowitcher May 10 (PM, HQ,RDW). A
Short-billed at Lake-of-Two-Rivers May 30 was the
first for Algonquin P.P. (RM, RP); and a dowitcher at
Ambherst I. May 14 and identified as a Long-billed was
in a flock of Short-billeds and contrasted markedly with
them (FC et al.). Five Piping Plover at Pelee May 6
(WB) was a good count for this scarce little plover; a
possible breeding locality in n.w. Ontario is at Sable
Islands near Harris Hill, where two pairs and a single
bird were seen in suitable habitat May 17 (AW). Whim-
brels were moving along Manitoulin I. May 26-27 when
flocks of 38 and 34 were seen (JN), and other notewor-
thy records include a Solitary Sandpiper at Rutherglen
May 15 (LdeKL), and a good count of 75 Greater Yel-
lowlegs at New Liskeard May 5 (PWR). A Red Knot on
Ambherst 1., May 18 (K.F.N.) was early as was a Pec-
toral Sandpiper at Long Point Mar. 31 (AD, CEG, JEG)
and another at Minesing Apr. 13-15 (CIM). The rarer
shorebirds seen included single Stilt Sandpipers at
Melbourne May 21 (JS) and Manitoulin L.., May 25 (JN,
CB et al.); Marbled Godwits at Long Point May 13
(AW), Port Hope May 20 (SF, AF) the first there, as
was one at Ambherst 1., May 24-26 (AEH, GW, m. ob.);
Hudsonian Godwits at Manitoulin May 23-25 and May
30 (JN et al.), Pelee May 25 (JAG et al.), and Amherst
1., May 19 (PTN, MHE, AEB); Ruffs at Port Hope May
13-14 (WO), Wolfe 1., May 18 (FC, RRo, MM) and
Delaware Apr. 21 (GEM, CWM); and an Am. Avocet at
Pelee May 2 (NC, AW). Avocets are irregular but the
other species are in about usual numbers for spring.
Wilson’s Phalaropes continued their good showing of
recent years, with five Kingston records from May 11
(K.F.N.), five from the Manitoulin area (fide JN), two
London and one Toronto (WRIJ, DP), whilst two at
Lakefield May 23 were the first there (TB). Possible
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breeding-ground sightings were a bird at Wiarton May
29 (JWIJ) and up to 12 at Harris Hill May 19 (AW) Three
N. Phalaropes at Strathroy May 25 (WRJ et al ) was the
first time more than one bird has been seen 1n Mid-
dlesex Co.

GULLS, TERNS—The last Glaucous Gulis were
May 20, Amherst I. (K.E.N.) and Oshawa (GAS)
Among smaller gulls seen was a Black-headed at Pick-
ering Apr. 13 (BC, CEG, JEG), a Laughing at Pelee
May 18 (JPK, JAG) and a Franklin’s there May 11-15
(JPK, m. ob.). Both Bonaparte’s Gulls and Black Terns
seemed particularly numerous in migration, and many
high counts were reported. The Little Gull population
continues to expand steadily and there were highs of 6
to 8 birds at several localities: Pelee, Long Point, Pick-
ering and Oshawa (m. ob.) with birds east to Amherst I
May 19 (FC, MM) and inland at Tiny Marsh May 31
(DF) and possibly at Fanshawe L., Apr. 21 (MT) A
delayed winter report was a well-described Ivory Gull
Dec. 24 and Jan. 1 at Oshawa (DC, GAS,m.ob ) The L
Erie region had its usual scattered Forster’s Tern sight-
ings, and at the other extreme was a Caspian Tern at
Moosonee May 27 (AW).

DOVES THROUGH WHIP-POOR-WILLS—A parr
of Mourning Doves at Parry Sound in May made the
first local record for the species (MG, fide CAC),and a
wanderer was at Moosonee May 27 (AW). There were
scattered reports of the rarer owls. From the south a
Barn Owl was at Pelee May 5 (JAG), and northerly
sightings included a Hawk Owl at Great Cloche I again,
Apr. 21 (DFg) and another at North Bay May 7 IMG),
Great Gray Owls at Wicksteed L., Apr. 26 and L
Nagagamisis (JJ), both in the Hornepayne area, and at
Huronian May 16 (AW). A Whip-poor-will in Vaughan
Twp., Apr. 7 (GB) was early.

WOODPECKERS, FLYCATCHERS—A Red-
bellied Woodpecker was in Vaughan Twp , May 10
(fide GB) and there were single birds sighted at Pelee
Red-headed Woodpecker reports include two from the
winter: at Perth to Apr. 2 (RFr) and Oshawa Dec 30
(fide DB); and northerly records from Heron Bay June 4
(WW) and Harris Hill May 19-20 (AW). Northern
Three-toed Woodpeckers were seen well south of their
breeding range at Manitoulin I., May 2 (KM) and Red
Bay May 30 (JWI). A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher was
reportedly photographed near Dyer’s Bay June 1 (P &
KvS) but further details are lacking. An Acadian Fly-
catcher was singing at Hamilton May 25 (RF) Early
records included a Great Crested Flycatcher at
Cobourg Apr. 20 (GB), a Willow Flycatcher at Peter-
borough the same day (DCS) and an Olive-sided
Flycatcher in London May 12 (BT). Olive-sideds were
reported in good numbers, and so were the other very
late migrating flycatchers, Yellow-bellieds Possibly
this reflects no more than a good late migration gener-
ally.

RAVENS THROUGH THRUSHES—A pair of
Com. Ravens at Stoney L., Peterborough Co , May 19
(KP) were late. There were four reports of Bewick’s
Wrens at Pelee Apr. 12-May 11, probably of three birds
(JPK, JAG). Carolina Wrens did not reappear at Pelee
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m their numbers of last year: probably there were only
about four birds involved in the spring reports (AHK,
CEG) The species appeared north and east to Port
Hope, Cannington and Simcoe Co. (ERM, RCL, CIM).
Outstanding among some 22 Mockingbird sightings
were birds in the north at Ferland May 25 (DGS), Vir-
giniatown May 5 and 15 (PWR er al.) and Harris Hill
May 20, which also had three Wood Thrushes the same
day (AW) Early records include a Swainson’s Thrush,
Vaughan Twp., Apr. 21 (AD, GB) and an E. Bluebird
Manitoulin 1., Apr. 7 (CB, JN), whilst a Ruby-crowned
Kinglet at Long Point June 1 (RC) was late. Blue-gray
Gnatcatchers seemed to stage a minor invasion, but this
1s a difficult bird to assess as lower Lakes reporters tend
to neglect it as a ‘‘regular.”” However, the Kingston
area had no less than 16 records (fide RDW) and there
were birds north to Tobermorey May 28 (JWJ) and
Manitoulin 1., May 26 (JN), which invite speculation if
these could possibly be the same bird moving back!

VIREOS, WARBLERS—Pelee had three or four
White-eyed Vireos over the period (m.ob.) and there
were ‘‘several’’ on Pelee 1., May 7-14 (CACet al.), and
the other sightings formed a ‘‘loop’’ through the south
and west from Byron May 17 (DCu, TNH) and Strat-
ford May 12 (EE) through Fergus May 20 (MD) to
Bronte May 19 (PE) and May 22 (MJ) and Fort Erie May
5 (fide RFA). There were also two Bell’s Vireo reports,
from Long Point and Pelee L., but in view of the decline
of this species and Ontario observers’ history of mis-
identifying immature White-eyeds the details must
await O O.R.C. review. A Warbling Vireo was seen on
Manitoulin 1., May 28 (JN).

The warbler migration was excellent; Cape May
Warblers were again in record numbers, all the later
warblers made strong showings, and the season pro-
duced a good mix of rarer species. Some of the
Golden-winged Warbler reports suggest territorial
birds, with one singing from May 23 in Algonquin P.P.
(RM, MR), and at Denbigh May 19 (RSB), whilst a
Blue-winged was on territory at Wingham from May 12
(JBM) Southern warblers generally maintained their
pattern of widespread appearances across the south of
the Province, with Pelee yielding the best numbers as
usual, this year there was a Prothonotary Warbler at
Komoka May 29 (DMS); Worm-eating Warblers at
Bronte Apr. 24 (MJ, JO, GWN), London May 14 (JRC)
and Delaware May 18 (GF and JB); nine Hooded War-
blers east to Kingston and P.E. Pt., which also had one
of the Yellow-breasted Chats reports on May 15, with
others on Amherst I., May 19 (RDW, GW), at Bow-
manville 1n early May (DB) and Whitby May 26 (EP et
al ) Pelee had all these birds—probably three or more
Hoodeds and over five chats, plus two or three Ken-
tucky Warblers. One southerner it missed out on this
year was Louisiana Waterthrush (in fact even N.
Waterthrushes were few there), but there was one at
Otter L , Kingston May 22 (PH, PM) in addition to the
bird mentioned earlier. Prairie Warblers, as scarce
breeders in the Province, fall into rather a different
category, and the scattering of sightings of this
species—some 10 were reported—extend north to Be-
langer Bay, Manitoulin I., where three were singing in
suitable habitat May 22 (JN). One southerner which
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rarely appears in the Province—there are a handful of
good sight records and no material evidence until this
year—is the Yellow-throated Warbler, but on May 3 one
was photographed in Hamilton (RF). Even rarer, with
the only prior record a bird collected on May 16, 1958 at
Pelee, is Virginia’s Warbler, but a well described bird
was on Pelee 1., May 9-11 (DBg, m.ob.). Early warbler
records not noted above included a Pine Warbler, Pelee
Mar. 23 JPK, JAG); a N. Waterthrush, Mill Cr., Peter-
borough Apr. 11 (DCS); and a Wilson’s Warbler,
Arnprior Apr. 18 (MR).

BLACKBIRDS—Bobolinks made widespread early
appearances in the Apr. 27-May 1 push of warm air, and
the P.E. Pt. high of 210, May 12 (RDW) was a good
count. In the north birds were general in the Rainy
River district (AW) and one was seen at Ferland May
22-26 (DCS). These two observers recorded a number
of other interesting sightings on their northern trips,
reflecting the poor coverage so much of Ontario usually
receives. At Ferland a presumed pair of Brewer’s
Blackbirds were occupying the only patch of suitable
habitat in the town (DCS), whilst in the Moosonee area
there was a W. Meadowlark May 29 and 20 Brown-
headed Cowbirds May 30 (AW). The Province can
rarely record any westerly records, but an E. Meadow-
lark singing at Bergland May 17 (AW) was well west of
its normal range. Another n. Ontario report was two
Scarlet Tanagers May 28 at Swallow R. (WW). The
southwest had a couple of Yellow-headed Blackbird
sightings Mar. 24 & May 25 (JPK, DR, m.ob.), and six
Brewer’s Blackbirds, Mar. 31-May 4, including a pair in
suitable breeding habitat near L. St. Clair (fide AHK,
RC). There were Summer Tanagers at Pelee May 3-5
(AW, JPK) and Komoka May 12-13 (ES). Eleven
Orchard Orioles were seen away from the L. Erie areas
where they are more usual; most noteworthy were five
at P.E. Pt., May 15-23 (K.F.N.) and one, South
Baymouth May 20 (fide JN).

FINCHES, SPARROWS—Another Rose-breasted
Grosbeak appeared at Hornepayne May 30 (JBM, AM).
The only Dickcissel sighting was a bird visiting a feeder
in Weston to at least Apr. 13 (LM, m.ob.), and there
was also a Blue Grosbeak report, of a full-plumaged
male at Lakefield May 28 (TB). Winter finches hung
around: the last Hoary Redpoll report was Apr. 3 at
Mallorytown Landing (JW), but Com. Redpolls, Pine
Siskins and White-winged Crossbills were present into
the third week of May, and there were 12 Red Crossbills
as late as May 30 at Barrie (CJM) and a pair at Belanger
Bay May 27 (JN). An official Park photographer at
Pelee was photographing a group of birds including a
high-plumaged 3 Lark Bunting for a day without realiz-
ing there was something special about it (May 17,
m.ob.); further comment on the Pelee interpretive pro-
gramme is unnecessary! A Rufous-sided Towhee was at
Harris Hill May 20 (AW). Both Le Conte’s and Sharp-
tailed Sparrows appeared at Pelee, the first May 11
(JPK, JAG, KO) and the second May 16&25 (DR), the
first records there for this species. Three Henslow's
Sparrows were early at Barre May 5 (CH, CIM) and
there were four at Byron from May 29 (DCu et al.); but
apart from these two colonies there were few reports
and the species seems to be declining, although it
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undoubtedly moves around from year to year. A Lark
Sparrow reappeared in the Blezard Valley May 29 (JN)
and there was one Hornepayne Apr. 20-22 (JBM, AM).
Dark-eyed Juncos and Tree Sparrows followed the pat-
tern of late departures, and there were unusual con-
centrations at Pimisi Bay at the end of April, with 306
juncos and 80 Tree Sparrows (LdeKL). Clay-colored
Sparrows appeared in good numbers: particularly
noteworthy were birds at Peterborough May 15 (TB)
and Denbigh May 17 (RSB), and a sighting at Byron
May 13 presaged a nesting there (DCu et al.). Another
Pelee rarity was a Harris” Sparrow May 17 (PW, m.
ob.), and there was a reported sighting of a Golden-
crowned Sparrow at North Bay Apr. 16 (HP) by an
experienced observer, but further details are still lack-
ing. The species has not been recorded in Ontario. A
Fox Sparrow at Killarney May 8 (WRL) was late, as
was a Snow Bunting the same day at Amherst 1. (FC)
and another May 4 at Lake-of-Two-Rivers (DBr).
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Campbell, N. Chesterfield, F. Cooke, J.R. Crawford, B.
Cruickshank, D. Currie (DCu), R. Curry, 1. Davidson,
A. Dawe, W.G. Day, O.E. & M. Devitt, G. Donaldson,
M. Dow, P. Eagles, M.H. Edwards, E. Elligsen, C.
Escott, N. Escott, D. Ferguson (DFg), D. Fidler, R.
Findlayson, R. Frith (RFr), A. Frost, S. Frost, J. Geale,
J.M. Glenday, W.E. Godfrey, C.E. Goodwin, J.E.
Goodwin, Mrs. M. Graber, B. Gray, J.A. Greenhouse,
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liam, C. Ravenhurst, P.W. Richter, A. Rider, R. Rock-
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WESTERN NEW YORK AND NORTHWEST-
ERN PENNSYLVANIA—Wetness was the word
most often used to describe the spring season. April had
above normal snowfall in some areas, while one storm
in mid-month accounted for over half of May’s precipi-
tation. April was warmer than the long-term average,
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whereas May was colder, especially during the first
half.

The frequent April storms produced a better-than-
average number of good *‘flight days’’ in many parts of
the Region. Most of May, however, was characterized
by a rather uniform movement with few “‘waves *’ The
only major drop down of passerines occurred May 15
and 16 when a frontal system moved through the Re-
gion. This system produced up to 3.85 inches of rain at
Rochester where the resultant flooding was thought to
have adversely affected early ground nesting species
At month’s end there were still large numbers of indi-
viduals moving through and nesting populations of
some of the later arrivals had not yet reached their
maximums. '

LOONS, GREBES, CORMORANTS—A major
flight of loons was visible from the shore of L Ontario
east of Rochester Apr. 27 when 729 Com. Loons and 46
Red-throated Loons were estimated (AKe); these were
the highest counts in this regular concentration area in
at least ten years and the former count was close to or
exceeded the all-time Regional high. Both species were
scarce elsewhere. Three Red-necked Grebes Apr 14 at
Braddock Bay, Monroe Co. (AKe et al.) was the only
report of this uncommon species. Horned Grebes
staged a remarkable early April migration when about
3000, a new Regional high, were estimated to be in the
Iroquois N.W.R. area Apr. 4 (OM & JM); smaller num-
bers were more widespread and noticeable for the re-
mainder of that month throughout the Region About 12
Double-crested Cormorants occurred at several Great
Lakes localities, about a normal number for that season
of the year.

HERONS—Migrating Great Blue Herons were
noted over Romulus, Seneca Co. when 15 were counted
Apr. 2 (MJ) and over Irving, Chautauqua Co when 18
flew over Apr. 21 and nine on Apr. 27 (RA et al ) The
southern herons were well represented, a trend that
becomes more evident with the passing of each spring
season. An ad. Little Blue Heron, always very rare,
was at Iroquois N.W.R., May 18 (JM et al ) Cattle
Egrets occurred on the Lake Plains Apr. 28-May 31 but
were less widespread than a year ago: however, up to
16, a new Regional high, were at Parma, Monroe Co
during May (AKI). Three Cattle Egrets May 17 in the
Jamestown-Frewsburg area were unusual (FE et al )
About 10 Great Egrets were reported. Single Snowy
Egrets were at Buffalo May 11 (AS et al.) and at Iro-
quois N.W.R. May 12(JM et al.). Up to three Lousiana
Herons, the rarest and most irregular of the southern
herons to reach the Region, were at Presque I, Pa ,
May 4-25 (DS, RBet al.). Black-crowned Night Heron,
and Least and Am. Bittern populations showed little
sign of change, but all three species remained well
below their numbers of only a few years ago

WATERFOWL—Whistling Swan and Canada
Goose concentrations peaked in late March as previ-
ously reported. The regular overland movement of
Brant was evident May 19 when two were at the north
end of Seneca L. (PT et al.) and 13 were on Irondequoit
Bay, Monroe Co. (WL). The number of Snow Geese
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utithzing Montezuma N.W.R. as a resting place con-
tinued to increase; some 3500 individuals in a ratio of
three blue morphs to one white morph were there in
early April (WB). Population estimates of ducks at
Montezuma N.W.R. showed that dabbling ducks were
more numerous than during 1973, but diving ducks
were far below 1973e stimates . The same wa gen em lly
true throughout th e Region, which produced extremely
little data compared with most spring migration sea-
sons The second closely observed and well
documented 3 Cinnamon Teal in less than a year was
one at Montezuma N.W.R., Apr. 1-3 (MH, WB, &
RGu), further details will be published in The Kingbird.

HAWKS—The notes below only outline the main
highlights of much hawk watching that was done along
the south shores of L. Erie and L. Ontario during April.
The recent northward spread of Turkey Vultures was
reflected in the new Regional high counts of 700 on Apr.
3 over the Erie, Pa. area (LK) and 209 on Apr. 4 over
Braddock Bay (JF et al.). An excellent flight of
Goshawks took place at Rochester all during April but
the maximum count for one day was 26 on Apr. 4
(G O S);three were reported during the season at Erie,
Pa but elsewhere on the flight paths it was unreported.
The maximum one-day counts of 366 Sharp-shinned
Hawks Apr. 13 (TT ef al.) and 404 on Apr. 28 (G.0.S.)
at Braddock Bay were far below some of the high
counts reported during the 1950s and early 1960s. Al-
ways less common than the Sharp-shinned, maximum
one day counts of Cooper’s Hawks included 35 at
Rochester Apr. 4 (G.0.S.) and 28 at Erie, Pa., Apr. 14
(RGe) April maximum counts for Red-tailed Hawks
tended to reflect signs of increase, whereas Red-
shouldered Hawk counts were very low. Some 13,000
Broad-winged Hawks passed over the Rochester area
on four major flight days Apr. 20-28(G.0O.S.); Apr.21&
28 produced the biggest movements in all hawk migra-
tion localities. Rough-legged Hawks continued to be
scarce with 13 over Braddock Bay Apr. 4 being the
maximum count (JF er al.). At Webster, Monroe Co.,
three Golden Eagles passed over Apr. 4 while singles
occurred there Apr. 13 & 20 (JC). About eight Baid
Eagles were reported. All one-day Marsh Hawk counts
reflected the general decrease in populations in recent
years Ospreys were scarce. Peregrine Falcon reports
consisted of three in April and three in May at Roches-
ter and one in April at Presque 1., Pa. Two Merlins at
Rochester were the only ones reported. American Kes-
trels were holding their own; a maximum one-day count
of 65 on Apr. 13 at Braddock Bay (TT et al.) was higher
than normal.

TURKEYS, RAILS—Turkeys continued to increase
in many parts of the Region; one that occurred at Mon-
tezuma N.W.R. was one of the first indications that the
species had reached the L. Ontario Plains in its north-
ward spread. The very rare and sporadic King Rail was
studied May 19 at Presque 1., Pa., where it was last
reported in 1961 (JB er al.). Virginia Rails and Soras
were very scarce, as were Com. Gallinules and Am.
Coots

SHOREBIRDS—High water levels at most Great
Lakew shorebird localities accounted for a rather poor
migration. However, the frequent rains in mid-May
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flooded fields, thus providing some temporary habitat
for some migrants. A single Piping Plover occurred
May 30 at Presque 1., Pa. (DS) where it formerly nested

Single Willets were at Presque 1., Pa., Apr. 30 (RK) and
at Braddock Bay May 31 (MC). Pectoral Sandpipers
were more common than in any spring since 1968; max-
imum counts included 180 over Irving Apr. 14 (RA et
al.)and 115 at Clarence, Erie Co., Apr. 21 (AM & WM)

Western Sandpipers are very rare spring migrants in the
Region, therefore two reliable records were of interest,
one was at Presque I., Pa., May 11 (DF) and another
was near Steamburg, Cattaraugus Co., May 21 (FE et
al.). Two Hudsonian Godwits, the first spring record
for Montezuma N.W.R., were studied May 19 (WB)

The rare but increasingly regular Ruff occurred May 11
at Montezuma N.W.R. (WB), May 25-27 at Waterloo,
Seneca Co. (WB), and May 24 at the Tonawanda Game
Management Area (JM er al.). Single Wilson’s
Phalaropes occurred May 18 & 19 at Parma (AKeet al.)
and May 26 at the Oak Orchard Game Management
Area (RS).

GULLS, TERNS—The Bonaparte’s Gull migration
was noteworthy during late April and early May when
unusually high numbers were widespread throughout
the Region; maximum counts occurred on L. Ontario at
the mouth of the Niagara R. when 2000 were estimated
Apr. 21 (JT et al.) and 5110 were at Rochester Apr. 27
(G.0.S.). A single Little Gull was noted periodically in
the Rochester region Apr. 2-May 17 (G.0.S.). A count
of 11 Caspian Terns in Buffalo Harbor Apr. 19 (RA) was
a noteworthy number of that uncommon tern.

CUCKOOS, OWLS, NIGHTHAWKS—Black-
billed Cuckoos were locally more common than usual
but few Yellow-billed Cuckoos were reported. About
three Snowy Owis were observed, the last of which
remained until May 4 (AM & WM). More migrant
Saw-whet Owls were found in the Rochester region
during April than in the average year. The only migra-
tory movement of Com. Nighthawks was one of 30
birds over Greece, Monroe Co., May 29 (fide G.0.S.),
most reporters commented on the continuing scarcity
of this once-common bird.

WOODPECKERS—The status of the Red-bellied
Woodpecker in the eastern part of the Region was well
expressed by Morgan Jones when he stated that it ‘‘was
quite common (outnumbered the Hairy) and really is no
longer worthy of comment unless numbers fluctuate
wildly’’; this bird, however, is always worthy of com-
ment farther west in the Region.

CROWS, NUTHATCHES, WRENS, MOCKING-
BIRDS —The first Regional record of a Fish Crow was
one that first appeared Mar. 16 in Cayuga Heights,
Tompkins Co. (AH & LH); its vocalizations were later
taped and compared with other Fish Crow calls and
found to be identical (fide WB); further details will be
published in The Kingbird. Red-breasted Nuthatches
continued to be very scarce. The number of Carolina
Wrens reflected the increase noted in the past two
reports; none, however, had reached the Central Finger
Lakes area (MJ) although they were regular both
farther south in the hill country and farther north on the
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L. Ontario Plains. Mockingbirds, however, showed
marked signs of increase in the Finger Lakes district;
three were reported in the Keuka Park area (FG) and
birds were known to be in at least five locations in the
Geneva-Romulus area May 2-19 (MJ).

THRUSHES, GNATCATCHERS—Unusually late
were high counts of 100 Swainson’s Thrushes and six
Gray-cheeked Thrushes May 29 along the L. Ontario
shore west of Rochester (fide G.0.S.). Another high
count, 20 Blue-gray Gnatcatchers May 31 at Pt. Gratiot
near Dunkirk (EP), was indicative of the steadily in-
creasing numbers of this once-rare bird.

VIREOS, WARBLERS—The rare but regular
White-eyed Vireo was observed at Rochester on three
occasions and twice at Erie, Pa. Philadelphia Vireos
were reported more commonly than, perhaps, ever be-
fore but it was not clear whether or not this represented
an actual increase in the number of birds or an increased
awareness among field observers; at the Seneca Army
Depot near Romulus as many as five were carefully
observed May 19 (MJ). The bird of the spring in s.
Seneca County was the Warbling Vireo where two to
three times as many territorial birds were present than
in the past two years (MJ); elsewhere in the Region
reports indicated normal populations.

Most warbler reports stressed the occurrence of the
more uncommon species characteristic of areas to the
south, i.e., Prothonotary, Worm-eating, Pine, Prairie,
and Kentucky Warblers—all of which occur regularly
each spring. One additional southern species that is not
regular, the Yellow-throated Warbler, was studied May
30 at Bergen, Genessee Co. (RC et al.). Northern
Parulas were locally more common than usual. Some 60
Magnolia Warblers noted May 15 near Rochester (WL
et al.) was one of the few maximum warbler counts
reported in recent years. More Connecticut Warblers
were reported than usual but details were lacking on all
observations of this rare spring migrant.

FRINGILLIDS—AIl of the usual winter finches,
save the Pine Grosbeak, were reported in small num-
bers and most of them left the Region at about their
usual times. Two Hoary Redpolls were still in the
Rochester area Apr. 4-13 (FP).

Other noteworthy fringillid reports included single
Dickcissels at feeders Apr. 22-24 at Ovid, Seneca Co.
(RL) and Apr. 30-May 3 at Busti, Chautauqua Co. (EP
et al.). The long-established House Finch colony at
Eggertsville, Erie Co. remained stable with about 30
birds (fide B.0.S.); small numbers were established
elsewhere in North Buffalo, at four localities in the
Rochester area, and at Belmont, Allegany Co.; how-
ever, this did not represent spread into previously un-
occupied areas. A Clay-colored Sparrow, an occasional
very rare visitant at Presque I, Pa., occurred there May
11(DF). A late Lapland Longspur was at Braddock Bay
May 24 (MC et al.).

ADDENDUM—The Yellow-rumped Warbler (D.c.
auduboni) noted in the last report at Pittsford, Monroe
Co., Jan. 3-24; colored photographs clearly confirming
its identification were taken by Mrs. Charles Sahler and
placed in the National Photoduplicate File.
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APPALACHIAN REGION
/ George A. Hall

It was a cool and wet spring that produced a rather
unexciting northbound migration. At the Pittsburgh
weather station April was reported as slightly warmer
than normal and slightly wetter than normal, while May
was markedly cooler and much wetter than normal with
a 1.72 in. excess in rainfall. At Knoxville May was the
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third wettest on record. Early April was on the cold
side, and the migration of land birds that had been about
on time in March fell behind schedule, although most of
the waterfowl departed earlier than usual. Late April
was warmer, and drier, and the late April migrants
arrived about on time. Despite the excess in rain mild
temperatures prevailed in May and small bird migration
proceeded steadily without very many marked waves.
A series of weak cold fronts came through in early May
without causing a noticeable effect on the migration,
and the only major wave seemed to be May 12-15 ac-
companied by a massive flow of warm air from the
south. After May 20 most of the migration was over and
only stragglers remained. As a result, then, any
observer’s general opinion of the migration was very
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strongly dependent on the particular days he was afield,
and comments ranged from ‘‘excellent’’ through ‘‘av-
erage’’ to “‘poor.”’ One possible indicator of the status
of the migration came from Powdermill Nature Reserve
(hereafter P.N.R.} near Ligonier, Pa. where only 2188
birds were banded during the period, the second lowest
total in nine years and 28 per cent below average (RCL).

In 1874 William Brewster and two companions spent
the last week in April and the first week in May in the
then 1solated community of Petroleum, Ritchie Co., W.
Va and the report of this outing became the second
paper on the ornithology of West Virginia. To observe
the centennial of this event several members of the
Brooks Bird Club spent the same time at the same place
mn an mntensive study of the birds for comparison. The
two parties saw 87 species in common, the 1874 party
listed 13 species not found this year, and the 1974 party
found 28 species not seen a century earlier. With few
exceptions the differences between the two lists came
on either species encountered infrequently or chance
migrants Although the abundances of some species
had changed markedly most of the resident species of
the area are the same today as 100 years ago, despite
some profound changes in the habitat.

One of the most profound habitat changes taking
place in the Region today is the total destruction of
landscape by strip mining. In Breathitt Co., Kentucky
some reclamation is being attempted. The net effect of
this 1s to replace a wooded steep mountain top with a
broad more or less flat area presently covered with
short grass, mud flats, and some ponds. A careful cen-
sus of the birds on these new areas gave 25 species
including several shorebirds during migration and such
open country birds as Water Pipits, Horned Larks, and
Savannah Sparrows that are otherwise rare in the area
(PA)

LOONS, CORMORANTS AND HERONS—The
only report of a Red-throated Loon was from L. Arthur,
Butler Co., Pa., Apr. 6 (GM & KM, fide DF). The
Double-crested Cormorant was more common than
usual with reports from Kyger Creek, Gallia Co., Ohio,
Apr 7(JS), Belpre, O., Apr. 14 (PC & WC, fide JS), L.
Arthur, Pa., May 4 (PH, fide DF), Bald Eagle S.P., Pa.,
May 12 (CH, fide PS), and Austin Springs, Tenn., May
13 (GE & LH).

The Cattle Egret moved into the Region in force with
reports from Anties Fort, Pa., May 17 (JV, fide PS),
Hancock Co., W. Va., May 12-14 (NL), Kanawha
County, W. Va., Apr. 4 (NG), Stark Co., O., May 15
(DG, fide PW), Blacksburg, Va., Apr. 21 (ML, fide
JM), Marion, N.C., May 6, three (WH), Elizabethton,
Tenn , Apr. 4 (GE), Austin Springs, Tenn., Apr. 6-20
(GE), Knoxville, Tenn., eight on Apr. 28 and 12 on May
12 (JBO), and Dalton, Ga., four on May 4 (AH). There
were more than the usual number of reports of Great
Egrets this spring. Snowy Egrets and Little Blue He-
rons are seldom reported in spring from this Region and
so areport of the former from Anties Fort, Pa. on May
12 (JV) and of the latter in Allegheny County, Pa. from
Apr 27 to May 2 (AO, fide DF), McClintic Wildlife
Station (hereafter M.W.S.), Mason Co., W. Va. on
Apr 27 (DS), and Austin Springs, Tenn., Apr. 20-22
(GE) are noteworthy. Yellow-crowned Night Herons at
Ehzabethton, Tenn., Apr. 7 to May 11 (GW, fide GE)
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and M.W.S., W. Va., Apr. 27 (DS) were unusual.
Seven Glossy Ibis were seen at Ft. Loudon, Pa. on May
21, the first local record (RRi, fide CG).

WATERFOWL—The bulk of the waterfowl had al-
ready departed from the southern part of the Region
before the beginning of the period, and by mid-April
most were gone from the north. As reported in the
winter account the flight was generally good but not
exceptional. As usual the diving duck species made a
better showing than did the dabblers. There were a few
interesting late dates: Whistling Swan, three at Warren
Apr. 19 (CP, fide WHi); Snow Goose (white phase) at
Pymatuning L., Pa., Apr. 21 (RFL); Snow Goose (blue
phase), Pymatuning L., May 21 (DF); and Greater
Scaup through the season at State College, Pa. (WC).
Thirty-seven White-winged Scoters were seen at Bald
Eagle S.P., Pa. on the late date of May 6 (JV, fide PS)
and one was at Lock Haven, Pa., Apr. 8 (PS). The best
waterfowl records of the season were five
White-fronted Geese at Lock Haven on Apr. 4-11 (WP,
fide PS), and three Black Scoters at Colyer L., Pa.,
Apr. 19 (MW). Wild Canada Geese (probably descen-
dants of a captive flock) nested in Butler Co. Pa. (FPr).

RAPTORS—Except for the Accipiters the raptor
picture continues to be relatively bright. Cooper’s
Hawk was reported in very few instances, and except
along the Blue Ridge Parkway in s. Virginia the Sharp-
shinned Hawk was very scarce. At the latter place good
numbers were seen in migration (RK). The only report
of a Goshawk came from Eagleton Fields, Pa. (CH, fide
PS). On the other hand the Buteos seem to be doing well
throughout the Region. Red-tailed Hawks were excep-
tionally common in Ritchie County, W. Va. and at
Nickelsville, Va. nine nests of Red-taileds produced
young successfully (ES, fide TF). Four nests of Red-
shouldered Hawks were reported at Kanawha State
Forest, W. Va., two at M.W.S., W. Va,, and one at
Coonskin Park, Kanawha Co. (NG). Broad-winged
Hawks were in good numbers throughout, and over 200
were counted during the season migrating along the
Blue Ridge Parkway, Va., more than last year but still
lower than 1972 (RK). The Osprey picture was particu-
larly bright with 11 reporters mentioning them, with a
high point of 13 birds from seven localities near
Pittsburgh (DF). Bald Eagle reports came from Con-
neaut, Pa. (they usually nest near here—RFL), near St.
Marys, W.Va., May 5 (NL) and Warren, Pa. in April
(DGr, fide WHi). A Golden Eagle was seen May S on
the Blue Ridge near Rockfish Gap, Va. (TC, fide RS).
Peregrines were seen at North Park, Allegheny Co.,
Apr. 7 JG, fide DF) and at Ligonier, Pa. Apr. 10 (HS,
fide RCL). The outstanding report of the season was of
two Swallow-tailed Kites in the French Broad Valley
near Ashville, N.C. on May 12 (WH). Another unusual
record was a Ferruginous Hawk at Boone L., Tenn.,
Apr. 18 (LH, fide GE).

SHOREBIRDS, GULLS, AND TERNS—The
shorebird migration was rather poor at most places
because of the high water levels, but at some places,
particularly State College, Pa. and Waynesboro, Va.,
the rains flooded some fields and produced some out-
standing records. At these places the commoner
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species such at the yellowlegs and the ‘‘peep’” were in
good numbers. There were more reports than usual of
Dunlin and Black-bellied Plover. American Golden
Plover were reported from Breathitt Co. Ky., Mar. 23
(on a ‘‘leveled mountaintop’” mentioned earlier—PA),
near Staunton, Va., Apr. 6&7 (RS), and State College,
Pa., May 12 (MLo, fide MW). Ruddy Turnstones at
State College on May 12 (RC, fide MW) and near
Waynesboro, Va., May 5 (RS) were both local first
records. A Stilt Sandpiper at State College May 12 was
also alocal first (MW). A Baird’s Sandpiper was seen in
the strip mine reclamation project in Breathitt, Co.,
Ky., May 2 (PA). Northern Phalaropes turned up at Ft.
Loudon, Pa., May 17-26 (CG, DGG) and at State Col-
lege on May 19 (EB, fide MW) and a Wilson’s
Phalarope (second record) was at State College May 16
(DGs, fide MW).

The flight of Herring and Ring-billed Gulls was a little
heavier than usual. At Morgantown the usual move-
ment of Bonaparte’s Gulls across the mountains was
not grounded by bad weather and so none were seen
(GAH), but they did turn up at Raccoon Creek S.P.,
Pa., Apr. 8 (NK), Chambersburg, Pa., Apr. 18 (DGG),
and in e. Tennessee at Boone L., Apr. 6 and Watauga
L., Apr. 13 (GE). A Laughing Gull was seen at Ft.
Loudon L., Tenn., Apr. 28 (JH, fide JBO). Black Terns
were reported more frequently than usual with an early
date of Apr. 28 at L. Arthur, Pa. (DF) and five at
Morgantown airport, far from any water May 12
(GAH).

DOVES, CUCKOOS, AND OWLS—Mourning
Dove populations in n. West Virginia and w. Pennsyl-
vania are increasing. An oddity, although probably a
local escape, was a Ringed Turtle Dove at Indiana, Pa.
May 7 (CW).

At most places both cuckoo species were both late in
arriving (still migrating after June 1) and in small num-
bers. There were no outbreaks of tent caterpillars in the
region, but at Charleston a brood of the Seventeen-year
Cicada was out in late May and these may have at-
tracted the cuckoos as they were fairly numerous there.
(CK).

Barn Owls nested at Mt. Lake Park, Md. (FPo),
Dalton, Ga. (AH), Elizabethton, Tenn., (2 nests—GE),
and Kingsport, Tenn., (4 nests—TF) and they were
seen at Clarksville, Pa. (RB) and Newcomerstown, O.
(ESh), encouraging news for this little-known species.
The other owl species continue to be reported in small
numbers but no real judgment about their populations
can be made. A Long-eared Owl nesting near Warren,
Pa. is remarkable since this species is seldom reported
(WHi), and a Short-eared Owl near Butler, Pa. May 10
(FPr) was rather late for a migrant. Late also was a
Saw-whet Owl at Chambersburg, Pa., May 13 (DGG)
and this record may represent a nearby breeding popu-
lation. '

GOATSUCKERS, SWIFTS, AND HUMMING-
BIRDS—A Chuck-will’s-widow at Dalton, Ga. Apr. 15
(DC, fide AH) was noteworthy. Rather early Whip-
poor-wills were reported from Dalton, Ga., Apr. 4,
7&17 (AH), Charleston, Apr. 14 (AS, fide CK), and
P.N.R., Apr. 17 (RCL). Common Nighthawks were
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late in arriving and did not seem to be up to normal
numbers. Chimney Swifts were also rather late and
somewhat below normal populations, although a very
early one was reported from Knoxville, Apr. 4 JBO) A
Ruby-throated Hummingbird in Allegheny Co , Pa ,
Apr. 20 was early (DF) but they were late at most places
and at P.N.R. 34 were banded, a normal number (RCL)

WOODPECKERS AND FLYCATCHERS—An
impressive migration of Com. Flickers was seen on the
Blue Ridge Parkway, Va. Apr. 6 where 62 were counted
in an area of 100 x 60 yds. (RK). Red-bellied
Woodpeckers seem to be in a slump, as they were much
scarcer than usual around Morgantown and no com-
ment about them came from the northern parts of the
range. A few more Red-headed Woodpeckers were re-
ported than usual. Hairy Woodpeckers were in lower-
than-normal numbers on the Blue Ridge Parkway 1n s
Virginia (RK) and at Morgantown (GAH).

A very early E. Kingbird was reported from Lewis-
burg, W.Va. on Apr. 5 (CHa) but elsewhere they were
late (May 10, 10-12 days late at Morgantown—GAH)
and in low numbers. Yellow-bellied Flycatchers are
usually not common in the spring, but the nine banded
at P.N.R. is well below average (RCL). Most unusual
was a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher on Mt. Mitchell, N C ,
Apr. 27, the first local record (WH), and a very early
date. Least Flycatchers staged a very good flight at
Morgantown (GAH), P.N.R., where 53 were banded
(average=40—RCL), and at Stark Co., O. where the
numbers seen were up nearly 100 per cent (PW) Willow
Flycatchers at Waynesboro, Va., May 30 & 31 (RS) and
at Austin Springs, Tenn., (four from May 13 on—GE)
show that this species continues to expand, but no
reports came in from the high country of Alder
Flycatchers. Acadian Flycatchers arrived a little late
and E. Wood Pewees were very late, both species being
in low numbers.

SWALLOWS AND CORVIDS—It was a bad year
for most of the swallow species. Barn Swallows arrived
quite late but were in normal numbers. Bank and
Rough-winged Swallows were very scarce in n West
Virginia (GAH), and CIiff Swallows were almost unre-
ported. The Cliffs had abandoned a nesting site near
Ligonier, Pa. (RCL). Except at Waynesboro, Va
where some boxes that had previously been empty
were being occupied, the Purple Martin picture was
bleak. At Morgantown a diligent search could locate no
birds (GAH) and they were also absent at Blacksburg,
Va. (JM). At Clarksville, Pa., (RB), Marietta, O , (JS),
and Charleston (NG) arrival dates in early April were
late, and numbers were low. The wet June weather of
1973 coming on top of the 1972 hurricane seems to have
created a disaster of major proportions for this species

Extremely interesting news was the locating of 18
nests of the Com. Raven in the Lock Haven, Pa area
(WM, fide PS). The raven nest near Warren, Pa was
unsuccessful (WHi).

TITMICE, NUTHATCHES, AND WRENS—A few
Black-capped Chickadees remained south of the nor-
mal range well into April, and at Morgantown, at least,
the population of Carolina Chickadees seemed low
White-breasted Nuthatches have almost disappeared
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from the Morgantown area (GAH). Red-breasted Nut-
hatches were reported from very few places during
migration and in late May the populations in the Cheat
Mountain breeding range seemed lower than normal
(GAH) As reported in the winter account the popula-
tions of Carolina Wrens in the north is at a very high
level, but in s. Virginia they were down by about 25 per
cent (RK). At P.N.R. House Wrens were late in arriv-
mg and in low numbers (only one banded compared
with an average of 12—RCL) but this is apparently an
1solated instance as elsewhere they were normal, un-
mentioned, or even slightly higher than normal. The
only reports of Bewick’s Wrens came from Waynes-
burg, Pa. (nest on May 17—RB) and from near Athens,
O (BS). A Long-billed Marsh Wren was banded at
PN R May S (RCL).

MIMIDS AND THRUSHES—At P.N.R. only 58
Gray Catbirds were banded (down 21%—RCL) but
normal numbers were banded at Morgantown (GAH).
Brown Thrashers were more common than usual at
Morgantown, but Mockingbirds were not common
there although they have been increasing in recent
years (GAH). In the north (as for example, Lock
Haven—PS) they continue to increase.

Breeding populations of Am. Robins seemed above
normal most places and in n. West Virginia the first
nesting was remarkably successful. If later attempts do
as well we will be ‘‘knee-deep’’ in robins come Sep-
tember Wood Thrushes were only about half of normal
numbers at P.N.R. (RCL) and they were quite late in
arrival at most places. The Swainson’s Thrush migra-
tion was outstanding. An early one was at Dalton, Ga.
Apr 15 (AH) but the general arrival was in late April,
and they remained until at least May 20 with stragglers
still later. There was much singing. At both P.N.R. with
37 banded (RCL) and Morgantown with 11 banded
(GAH) numbers were above average but quite a bit
lower than last year’s record highs, but at Clarkesville,
Pa only one was banded (RB). The Gray-cheeked
Thrush migration seemed about normal with small
numbers being reported at most places. Eastern
Bluebird numbers are not very high in n. West Virginia,
and elsewhere, and at Warren, Pa. about 40-50% of the
Operation Bluebird boxes were occupied with perhaps
150-200 pairs (WHi).

KINGLETS, PIPITS, AND WAXWINGS—Ruby-
crowned Kinglets staged a very good migration in late
April and early May. At P.N.R. 182 (average=107)
were banded Apr. 5-May 16 (RCL). On the other hand
the Golden-crowned Kinglet flight was poor, but on
May 31 the breeding population in the West Virginia
spruce belt was extremely high (GAH).

During the early part of the period Cedar Waxwings
were essentially absent from most of the Region, and
while they finally arrived at most places they remained
scarce at Morgantown. At Charleston large flocks ap-
peared in mid-May and they appeared to be feasting on
the cicadas (CK).

The Water Pipit flight was heavier than usual for this
Region, and was rather later than usual, with many
dates 1 April and two very late dates, May 5, Lewis-
burg, W.Va. (CHa) and May 4, Breathitt Co. Ky., on
the strip mine reclamation area (PA).
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STARLINGS AND VIREOS—The breeding season
for Starlings was eminently successful and by early
June the number of young Starlings awing in n. West
Virginia was fantastic.

White-eyed Vireos continue to expand northward
Eleven were banded during the period at P.N.R
(average=6—RCL) and there were several sightings at
Lock Haven and nearby points (PS). Yellow-throated
Vireos were declining in numbers in w. Pennsylvania
(DF) but in n. West Virginia they have started to re-
cover from a previous decline (GAH). There were more
reports of the Philadelphia Vireo than usual for a spring
season: Allegheny Co., Pa., May 18, five at North Park
(JG) and one other sighting the same day (DF); P.N.R
(only one banded, average=11—RCL), Stark County,
O. (sightings up 50%—PW), Petroleum, W.Va., May 3
(quite early—NL), and E. Liverpool, O., May 10 (NL)
Red-eyed Vireos were a little late in arriving and popu-
lations were about normal, but some areas (e.g. Pitts-
burgh and Morgantown) commented on a reduction of
Warbling Vireos.

WARBLERS—The species due in mid-April were all
late, and the first influx occurred around Apr. 30. The
only sizeable wave came May 10-13, but most reporters
commented on the general lack of waves. After May 20
only stragglers were present, and only the Blackpoll
remained until the end of the month. As usual the num-
bers of various species varied widely from place to
place. At. P.N.R. only four species were banded in
above-normal numbers and nine in below-normal
(RCL), but at Morgantown five were considered above
normal and four below (GAH), while at Chambersburg,
Pa. eight were above and seven below (DGG). The
Tennessee Warbler was in very good numbers at nearly
all places, although P.N.R. (RCL), Stark Co., O. (PW)
and Dalton, Ga. (AH) considered them to be low. Cape
Mays and Nashvilles staged very good flights at Mor-
gantown (GAH) although the latter were low at P.N.R
(RCL). Bay-breasteds also had a good flight, particu-
larly at Charleston (CK), Dalton (AH) and Chambers-
burg (DGG). Canadas had a good flight at most places
and at P.N.R. 90 were banded (average=38). Palms had
a good year at New Market, Va. (MJW). On the other
hand N. Yellowthroats were rather low everywhere
Yellow-rumped Warblers were exceptionally scarce at
Morgantown, where I saw only three all season, and at
P.N.R. (RCL), but were in good numbers at Lock
Haven (PS), State College (WC), and Youngstown, O
(WB).

Some of the rarer species reported were: Worm-
eating at Indiana, Pa., May 18 (CW); Orange-crowned
(always unusual in spring), Knoxville, Apr. 20 JC, fide
JBO); Allegheny Co., Pa., Apr. 28 (LJ) and May 19
(PH, fide DF), Indiana, Pa., May 7 (CW), and P.N.R ,
May 18 (RCL); and Connecticut, Mt. Mitchell, N.C ,
Apr. 27 (remarkably early—WH) and Petroleum,
W.Va., May 9 (GK). Prothonotary Warblers are often
not reported but sightings came from 11 areas blanket-
ing the whole Region. The most exciting news in warb-
lers was made by the Yellow-throated which was re-
ported from Morgantown (unusual) Apr. 9 (WW, DS),
Ligonier, Pa. May 5 (JVB), and another at nearby
P.N.R. JVB & RCL) which remained until the end of
the period. There are only a few sight records previ-
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ously for w. Pennsylvania, and the mountainous area at
Ligonier is not exactly the place to expect the first ones.
They were plentiful in Ritchie Co., W.Va. alocation not
previously known (but also not worked since 1874).
One can only wonder if these extralimital occurrences
are in some way related to the scarcity reported at
Kingsport, Tenn. (TF) and Dalton, Ga. (AH) in the
normal range.

ICTERIDS AND TANAGERS—Bobolinks were
more numerous than usual in n. West Virginia (Morgan-
town and Wheeling—ED) and while they came late they
stayed longer. Rusty Blackbirds at Chambersburg May
2 (DGG) were quite late and Brewer’s Blackbirds at
Elizabethton, Tenn. Apr. 19 were unusual (GE & FB).
Very remarkable was the report of two Yellow-headed
Blackbirds in Garrett Co., Md. May 4 (FPo).

Summer Tanagers continue to increase around Mor-
gantown and Scarlet Tanagers were in good numbers.
At Morgantown a ¢ Scarlet was banded Apr. 25 (early)
but no males were seen until May 5. A Western Tanager
was seen at Stahlstown, Westmoreland Co., Pa., May
28 (FS & RL, fide RCL).

FRINGILLIDS—Many reporters commented that
the Rose-breasted Grosbeak migration was outstand-
ing. A Black-headed Grosbeak was seen and photo-
graphed in Allegheny Co., Pa., Apr. 17 (GB, fide KP).
Indigo Buntings were slightly down at both Morgan-
town and P.N.R. Blue Grosbeaks were early at Knox-
ville, where they are uncommon, Apr. 14 (JBO), but
were unprecedented at Ligonier May 25-26 (JVB, fide
RCL).

The remnants of the winter finch flight remained into
the period. Evening Grosbeaks were present through-
out, although in small numbers, through April and
gradually withdrew in May, the latest date reported
being May 19 in the Great Smokies of Tennessee (JBO).
Purple Finches staged a very heavy flight in late April
and many remained in mid-May. House Finches have
now established themselves at Lock Haven (PS), State
College (WC), and Indiana (young birds seen—CW),
and for the first time they remained in Blacksburg, Va.
mto April and May (JM). Two new locations for them
were Leeper, Clarion Co., Pa. Apr. 27 (LC, fide DF,
RFL), and E. Liverpool, O., May 10 (NL). A few
redpolls lingered in n.e. Pennsylvania until mid-April,
Meadville, Apr. 3 (RCL) and Allegheny Co. until Apr.
14 (RH, fide DF). Pine Siskins were present throughout
the area well into May although numbers were variable,
some places reporting good concentrations (Charles-
ton—CK and Petroleum, W.Va.—NL). Red Crossbills
were reported from Warren, Pa. (WHi), Charleston
(NG), Jackson, Ky., (PA), Blacksburg (JM), and John-
son City and Austin Springs, Tenn. (GE), but the only
report of White-winged Crossbills came from Fox
Chapel, Pa. May 18 (late—DF).

A Dickcissel was banded at Warren, Pa., Apr. 27
(TG, fide WHi) and two were found near Waynesboro,
Va., May 14 (RS). Grasshopper Sparrows continue to
decline with notable absences in w. Tennessee, n. West
Virginia, and w. Pennsylvania, and at Blacksburg (JM)
they were seen for the first time since 1967. The other
grassland and brush sparrows seem to be doing well and
there were more reports of Henslow’s Sparrows than

804

usual. The flight of White-throated Sparrows was good
after the high wintering populations, but reporters
could not agree on the status of the White-crowned At
Lewisburg, W.Va. five White-crowneds of the sub-
species gambelii were banded (CHa). Lincoln’s Spar-
rows were reported more frequently than usual by
binocular birders and the one at Blacksburg was the
first there since 1955 (ML, fide JM). A Clay-colored
Sparrow was seen near Staunton, Va., Apr. 30 (YL,
fide RS), and a singing male was found in Butler Co ,
Pa., May 26 (FL, fide DF). A summer-plumaged Lap-
land Longspur was seen at M.W.S., Mason Co., W Va
by the W.V.U. ornithology class Apr. 27 (DS)
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Little, Fred Lochner, Mary Lovett (MLo), William
McDermitt, George Malosh, Kathi Malosh, John Mur-
ray, Arne Olson, J.B. Owen, Kenneth Parkes, Wesley
Pedow, Frances Pope (FPo), Frank Preston (FPr),
Chase Putnam, Richard Rice (RRi), Robert Rine, David
Samuel, Flo Schell, H. Schmidt, Paul Schwalbe,
Eugene Scott (ES), Ellis Shimp (ESh), Anne Shreve,
Ruth Snyder, Bruce Stehling, Jerie Stewart, Josh Van
Buskirk (JVB), James Vanemon (JV), Gary Wallace,
Merle J. Whitney, Cora Williams, Peter Wilson, Merrll
Wood (MW), William Wylie.—GEORGE A. HALL,
Department of Chemistry, West Virginia University,
Morgantown, West Virginia 26506.

WESTERN GREAT LAKES
/ Al Maley

Why it is that an early record of a species is such an
event among birders is not clear. Perhaps it is the strik-
ing contrast of a warbler or a tanager against the leafless
trees; perhaps it is merely competition. At any rate this
year provided a number of early sightings during the
period April 12-16 that coincided with the first warm
weather of the spring. Some of the more interesting of
these include Cattle Egret on April 13 in LaCrosse Co ,
Wisc., Baird’s Sandpiper and White-rumped Sandpiper
on April 14 in St. Croix Co., Wisc. (CF), a W. Kingbird
in Brown Co., Wisc. on April 12, Scissor-tailed
Flycatcher on April 17 in Juneau Co., Wisc., Blue-gray
Gnatcatcher and Black-and-white Warbler on April 12
in Berrien Co. Mich., and Scarlet Tanager on April 111
Oakland Co., Mich.
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The weather in early May was generally cool and
wet, a factor which hampered the planting and growth
of corn as well as the arrival of migrants. The hawk and
owl migration at Whitefish Point, Chippewa Co., Mich.
was termed the worst in six years, mainly owing to the
constant northerly winds. Not until after the middle of
May did the weather provide a real taste of spring.

MAN.
[~ o
MUD LAKE
NAT. ®
WILDLIFE REF.&
“ ol
Hr, a
N. MINN. nuv!/ L= 3.1}' ; "U::-'*F‘
\ 2
DAK gereus o k.M 7 waloLire "

DAK.

% WORTHINGTON

IOWA

LOONS, GREBES, PELICAN—Two different
plumaged Arctic Loons noted at Loon Bluff (!)
Ozaukee Co., Wisc., Apr. 21-25, plus nine Red-
throated Loons reported from Wisconsin were the
Region’s more interesting reports of Gaviidae. Single
Eared Grebes made it as far east as St. Croix and
Winnebago Cos., Wisc. during the period Apr. 13-28
and W. Grebes were reported in Minneapolis May 24 (6)
and at Crex Meadows N.W.R., Bumnett Co., Wisc.,
May 30. Stray White Pelicans included 22 at Rice L.,
Barron Co., Wisc., May 11 (CF) and one at Stevens-
ville, Berrien Co., Mich., May 2 (WB).

HERONS, EGRETS, DUCKS—A rather pro-
nounced influx of Little Blue Herons was noted
throughout the Region with six reports of one or more
individuals from Apr. 13 to the end of the period; late
summer is a more usual time to find this species. Ten
reports involving 42 Cattle Egrets renew our faith that
some day this bird will be a regular breeder in the
Region’s southern tier. So far it isn’t. A Snowy Egret at
Erie, Monroe Co., Mich. May 18 was the only report.
Yellow-crowned Night Herons appeared in Racine and
LaCrosse Cos., Wisc., in late April and single individu-
als were noted in Ottawa and Berrien Cos., Mich., May
11 & 14. Over 6000 Whistling Swans were reported in
Wisconsin, where a White-fronted Goose in Columbia
Co. Apr. 6 and a Cinnamon Teal in Milwaukee Co. Apr.
13 were present to vary the waterfowl picture.

VULTURE, HAWKS—A vagrant Black Vulture
was well studied at Wilderness S. P. in n. Mich. Apr. 28
(BR et al.). The Red-shouldered Hawk survives in the
Region, with five nests reported from Michigan; it is
said to be spreading northward in Minnesota. Four
Swainson’s Hawks in April in Wisconsin are interesting
in light of the species’ recent breeding to the south in
Illinois. Large numbers of Rough-legged Hawks re-
ported include 400 and 800 Apr. 26 & 27 at Whitefish
Pt., Chippewa Co., Mich. (BR). Wisconsin and
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Michigan each reported two Golden Eagles in April.
Fifteen Peregrine Falcons were observed, the majority
of them (11) in Wisconsin. Rare bird indeed for the
Region was a Prairie Falcon at Blue Mounds S. P.,
Rock Co., Minn., Apr. 12 (KE).

PRAIRIE CHICKEN, RAILS—Michigan’s mu-
seum population of Greater Prairie Chickens in Osceola
County has stabilized at about 50-60 birds present each
spring. A King Rail on a baseball diamond with Marbled
Godwits and Ruddy Turnstones in Duluth, May 3 was
bizarre; this bird is very uncommon even in the s. part
of the Region. Minnesota is ‘‘infested’’ with Yellow
Rails; their clicking calls were emanating from over 20
different marshes there in May.

SHOREBIRDS—The shorebird migration was
deemed excellent in Wisconsin. Unprecedented num-
bers and variety of shorebirds appeared at the sewage
ponds in Muskegon, Mich.; this may reflect the previ-
ous lack of habitat, since the numbers reported are
similar to what is seen each spring along L. Erie. The
Am. Woodcock appears to be spreading into w. Min-
nesota (Pipestone, Lac Qui Parle, Clay, Hubbard
Cos.); courting activities are being observed ‘‘where
they were never recorded before.’”” The Whimbrel mi-
gration through the Region is an exciting spectacle un-
known to many observers. From mid-to-late May large
numbers of these birds leave the mid-Atlantic coast and
head overland through the Great Lakes on their way to
the Arctic. Observers on Lakes Ontario, Erie and
Huron have observed numbers of up to 500 in a day by
going to the shores to watch for the long, swift V’s that
rarely pause to rest. One place where they do stop,
however, is at the Pt. Mouille State Game Area at the
mouth of the Detroit R. This year there were 125 there
on May 19inthe exact spot where 123 were observed on
the same date last year. Two hundred were observed
along L. Huron near Alpena, Mich., May 25. Willets
were reported in Wisconsin Apr. 26-May 24, with up to
18 individuals in a group; St. Joseph, Berrien Co., and
Muskegon Co. reported eight May 9 and one May 6.
Over 1200 Pectoral Sandpipers were reported from
three Wisconsin counties Apr. 27-May 4, Baird’s Sand-
pipers are less evident in the spring than the fall;
60+ in Dodge Co., Wisc. May 12 was a good number for
any season. Two reports of 10 Marbled Godwits in five
Wisconsin counties can be added the report that ‘“Mar-
bled Godwits have returned to many former nesting
areas in w. ¢. Minnesota and along the Minn. R. val-
ley.”” One Ruff, in La Crosse Co., May 12, was the only
one peported. The Muskegon sewage ponds produced
five Wilson’s Phalaropes May 18 and five N.
Phalaropes May 30; a Wilson’s Phalarope was also
enjoying the sewage lagoon at Sault Ste. Marie, Mich.,
May 25.

GULLS, TERNS—A Great Black-backed Gull ven-
tured to Pierce Co., Wisc., Apr. 2 and an Iceland Gull
was present in St. Joseph Apr. 6, where 1-2 ad. Laugh-
ing Gulls made their almost annual appearance May
13-16. A Black-headed Gull was reported from L. Win-
nebago, Winnebago Co., Wisc. (JK et al.) May 14.
Mary Donald reported an imm. Black-legged Kittiwake
in Milwaukee Co., Wisc., Apr. 21. Two reports of the
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rare Least Tern were received; one at Marshall, Lyon
Co., Minn. May 15-16 (HK) and one at Grand River
Marsh, Marquette Co., Wisc. May 19 (IS).

BARN OWLS, FLICKERS, FLYCATCHERS
—Four nest boxes for Barn Owls placed in silos in
Monroe Co., Michigan were all occupied this spring;
this may indicate that a lack of suitable nesting sites is
what keeps this bird from being common in the Region.

SR

Barn Owls, Monroe Co., Mich. | Larry Masters

Banding totals for Long-eared and Saw-whet Owls at
Whitefish Pt. were the lowest in 10 years, although 10
Boreal Owls were banded. One thousand Com. Flick-
ers migrating along the L. Michigan shore in Berrien
Co., Mich., Apr. 2 is an example of the impressive
landbird flights to be seen there. A. W. Kingbird at
Alpena May 25 provided the only Michigan record. Big
news for the Region was the discovery of a pair of Say’s
Phoebes at Blue Mounds S. P., Minn. Apr. 13(RJ). The
birds were still there May 19 but no nest was discov-
ered.

THRUSHES, VIREOS—Seven thousand robins and
125 E. Bluebirds were counted along L. Michigan
in Berrien Co., Apr. 1. Five different individuals of the
casual Mountain Bluebird were encountered in four
Minnesota counties Mar. 6-Apr. 12 in what was termed
an ‘‘invasion.”” The four Wisconsin reports of Bell’s
Vireos can only be calculated to make observers in
Michigan envious; why this species doesn’t come
farther east is a mystery. The White-eyed Vireo on the
other hand seems to favor Michigan; there were nine
reports (six in Berrien Co.) as opposed to three for
Wisconsin.

WARBLERS—In addition to the early records men-
tioned above there were the following reports of mar-
ginal species: Worm-eating Warbler—three in
Michigan Apr. 21-May 29, four in Wisconsin Apr.
28-May 22 and one in Minneapolis May 24. Kentucky
Warbler—two in Michigan May 12-15, four in Wiscon-
sin May 1-25 and one in Hennepin Co., Minn. May 20.

ORIOLES—Reports of spectacular migrations of N.
Orioles were supported by unusually large banding to-
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tals. On may 15 there were 200 reported at Stony Creek
Park, Oakland Co., Mich. On May 19-20 300 were
banded at Tawas Pt. on the L. Huron shore. Between
May 19 and May 31 148 were banded in a yard in Duluth
where 10-15 is normal. Included in these Duluth birds
was an imm. Scott’s Oriole that was trapped, banded
and measured May 23 (JG). This individual had consid-
erable feather wear about the tail; it was still in the area
at the end of the period.

FRINGILLIDAE—Two Black-headed Grosbeaks
visited feeders in Wisconsin: one Mar. 23-Apr. 12 in
Rock Co., and the other in Ozaukee Co., Apr. 25-26.
There were Com. Redpolls around the Region until late
April and large numbers of Pine Siskins were reported
from everywhere until mid-May. Feeders may be re-
sponsible for the unenthusiastic departure of White-
winged Crossbills this spring; eight individuals were
noted during May in s. Michigan and Wisconsin. The
best bird for Michigan’s Upper Peninsula this spring
was a Lark Bunting at the mouth of the Tahquamenon
R., Chippewa Co. May 17 (BG, WG, CK). Le Conte’s
Sparrows were described as ‘‘common’’ along L.
Nicollet in Chippewa Co., Mich., this spring. A Lark
Sparrow in Duluth May 25, a Harris’ Sparrow at
Whitefish Pt. May 17 and a Smith’s Longspur in Blue
Mounds S. P. Apr. 28 conclude the noteworthy events
in this area.

CONTRIBUTORS (Area editors in boldface)}—Jim
Apsey, Margaret Avery, Greg Baker, Randy Baker,
Jim Barnes, Ty Baumann, Bill Beckley, Walter Booth,
Harry Clark, Brother Columban, Mary Donald, Kim
Eckert, Jim Efrard, Louise Erickson, O. Eustis, Craig
Faanes, Bob Fiechweg, James Fowler, Adrian Freitag,
Ethel Getgood, Janet Green, Jeff Greenhouse, Betty
Grigg, William Grigg (U.P., Michigan), Nancy Hall,
Jim Hamers, Bill Hilsenhoff, Ron Hoffmann, Helen
Horton, John Idzikowski, David James, Robert Janssen
(Minnesota), Oscar Johnson, John Kaspar, Alice Kelley
(s.e. Michigan), Carole Keifer, Rockne Knuth, Henry
Kyllingstad, Fred Lesher, Harold Liebherr, Bill Mar-
tinus, Floyd Murdoch, C. Nelson, Karl Overman, Ed
Peartree, Bob Peterson, Ben Pinkowski, James
Ponshair (w. Michigan), Bill Pugh, Sam Robbins,
Jerome Rosso, Bob Russell, Orwin Rustad, Tom San-
ford, Terry Savaloja, Louis Scheller, Maria
Schneiderman, Jon Seymour, Bob Shannon, Richard
Sharp, Roy Smith (s.w.Michigan), Kenneth Smoot,
Martin Stabb, Marie Stocking, Daryl Tessen (Wiscon-
sin), Joel Trick, Barbara Vogelsang, Jim Walter, Tex
Wells, George Wickstrom, John Woodcock—AL
MALEY, 2968-2A Birch Hollow Dr., Ann Arbor, MI
48104.
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MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION
/ Vernon M. Kleen

The most significant note of this migration was the
overmigration of passerines, especially the Prairie,
Worm-eating and Hooded warblers. The first Region-
wide front which pushed these birds beyond their nor-
mal range occurred on Apr. 21; larger migration waves

were detected Apr. 28-9, May 8, 11 (noticed because it
was on a Saturday), 13-14, and 19. Television towers,
menaces to many migratory birds, were responsible for
very few bird casualties this spring.

Weatherwise we witnessed a few light frosts Re-
gionwide in early April, but the month was rather pleas-
ant with temperatures averaging from 1° to 3° above
normal in the east and 2° to 3° below normal in the west.
Rainfall for April varied from about 1% in. below nor-
mal (Louisville) to ¥ - ¥ in. above normal (Cleveland
and St. Louis). May was characterized by its cloudi-
ness, tornadoes and heavy downpours which caused
much damage and temporary flooding locally. Tem-
peratures averaged from about normal (Louisville) to 2°
below normal near Cleveland. Despite the damaging
floods, rainfall was only slightly above normal; how-
ever, in s.w. Missourt, 10 in. of rain fell in two days in
the middle of the month leaving that area under water
through the end of the period.

In order to better document observations, observers
are now required to complete documentation forms for
extraordinary sight records at the time of observation;
such documentations have been denoted by an asterisk
(*) in front of the observer’s initials. Collected speci-
mens have been denoted by two asterisks (**).

LOONS, GREBES, PELICANS, CORMORANTS
—Common Loons were quite abundant this spring and
lingered past mid-May in all states except Kentucky;
there were even some June records. Three Red-
throated Loons, one in near-adult plumage, were
documented in McLean Co., Ill. Apr. 16 (*DBi). Nor-
mal numbers of Eared Grebes were encountered; max-
imum counts of five and six were reported from Squaw
Creek Nat’l Wildlife Refuge, Mo. (hereafter, S.C.R.)
and Council Bluffs, Ia., respectively. The rare W.
Grebe was first observed in Springfield, Ill. Apr. 22
(*H); then, in Whiteside Co., Ill. May 2-4 (*RPa, m.
ob.); three were present at Council Bluffs, May 9(MWi
et al.). The first White Pelicans (500) were observed at
S.C.R. Apr. 6 (L) and Montrose, Mo. (600) Apr. 7 (NJ);
then, they built up to estimated concentrations of 3000
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at both S.C.R. Apr. 21 (L) and Schell-Osage, St. Clair
Co., Mo. Apr. 23 (KH et al.); singles were noted at
Louisville, Apr. 22 (fide S) and Ottawa N.W.R., Ohio
(hereafter, O.N.R.) May 11 (JSt, fide LV). Double-
crested Cormorants were not reported from Indiana or
Kentucky; the only Ohio encounter of this species was
near Cleveland, May 5 (RH); the only one seen in n.e.
Illinois was found at Plainfield, May 18 (MG); other
Nllinois migrants included two at Springfield, Apr. 12
(H) and 31 in Alexander Co. Apr. 6 (HAW); a few
continue to nest in the Mississippi R. in Carroll Co., Ill.;
singles were also reported from Charleston, Mo. Apr. 2
{(HAW) and Red Rock L., Ia. (GB — no date given);
flocks of up to 200 birds appeared in the w. portions of
Missouri and Towa.

HERONS—The Apr. 5 arrival of a Green Heron at
Springfield, Ill., was rather early (H). Little Blue Her-
ons continued their spring overmigration arriving at
Wadsworth, Lake Co., Ill. Apr. 14 (JRo); Ft. Wayne,
Ind. (HAW)and L. Sangchris, I11. (H) Apr. 16; Bowling
Green, Ky. (S et al.) and two widely separated Iowa
locations (fide WB) Apr. 20; and several other areas in
May; none were reported from Ohio. The ever-
expanding Cattle Egret appeared at Richwoods, Mo.
Apr. 3 (RS, JT) and in n.w. Ohio by Apr. 12 (TT); it was
first reported from Kentucky (Louisville) Apr. 17 (JP,
m.ob.) and Indiana (Warren Co.), Apr. 20 (EH). Indi-
viduals of the always rare Snowy Egret appeared at
Charleston, Mo. Apr. 2 (HAW); L. Contrary, Mo. Apr.
21(L); S.C.R. May 4(E); Council Bluffs, May 22 (JGr);
and Clinton Co., Ind. May 22-23 (RMu, fide EH). A
Louisiana Heron was photographed at Ware, Union
Co., Ill. Apr. 28 (*RMa) and may have been the same
bird found in St. Clair Co., Ill. May 23 (DJ, m.ob.).
Populations of Black-crowned Night Herons appear to
be doing well at their regular nesting sites; migrants
have also been routinely encountered. The Least Bit-
tern seen in the Chicago area Apr. 7 (WK) was by farthe
earliest reported.

WATERFOWL—Records of Whistling Swans in-
cluded singles at two Kane Co., Ill. locations through
May 4 and May 11, respectively (LSt) and three in
Lagrange Co.,Ind. Apr. 18 (LCs, MWe). As reported in
the winter season, White-fronted Geese were noted in
larger concentrations and farther e. than expected; one
flock of 70 was present at L. Sangchris, Ill. Apr'. 6 (H,
K); 15 at O.N.R. Apr. 13 (LV); and seven at Willow
Slough, Ind. Apr. 7 (EH); one wintered near Cincinnati
(W) and another lingered in Mason Co., Ill. until May 5
(H). An intermittent lake in a farming area of Mason
Co., Il held many dabbling and a few diving ducks well
beyond their normal departure times; some were still
present in early June (H, m.ob.). Four Fulvous Tree
Ducks were reported from Butler Co., Ohio, Apr. 11
(MP, DO). The 8 Cinnamon Teal at S.C.R. in March
(see Winter Season Report) may not have been the
same one seen there Apr. 6-15 (E); another individual
was identified at Pleasantville, Ia. Apr. 3 (GB). The
Regionwide status of Wood Duck seems to be improv-
ing; all reporters who mentioned this species indicating
increasing populations; Ohio observers were the only
ones without comment. A & Oldsquaw was present
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near Cincinnati May 1-7 (KM, fide W). Very rare spring
observations of Surf Scoters included a lone bird in L.
Michigan at Wilmette, Tll. May 11 (B) and three (one
male inland in Tazewell Co., Ill. Apr. 13 (RB). Three
lingering ¢ 8 Ruddy Ducks were still present in St.
Joseph Co., Ind. May 31 (DBu); another in Lorain Co.,
Ohio, May 19 (D). Four Hooded Merganser nests were
located in Wood Duck boxes at Magee Marsh, Ohio
(LV); young were observed in Massac Co., Ill. June 1
(K); suspected nesting occurred in Sangamon and
Mason counties, Illinois (H). Stragging Red-breasted
Mergansers were found Regionwide during the last two
weeks of May (m.ob.).

HAWKS—A pair of Turkey Vultures was found in a
potential breeding area near Chicago —the first possi-
bility of nesting in that area in the 20th Century (fide
RR); w. Missouri observers suggested an increase for
this species there. A convincing description of a Missis-
sippi Kite was received from the Chicago area May 12
and later (WK, fide B); three nests of this species are
under observation at the Union Co. Refuge, Ill. (JGa).
Definite nests of Cooper’s Hawks were found near Ft.
Wayne, Ind. and Tiffen, Ohio; up to four nests may be
present in an e.c. Missouri county. Many observers
saw a Red-shouldered Hawk in the Skokie Lagoons
(Chicago), May 19 (CS); two were identified at Louis-
ville, May 11 (fide S); a nest was located inn.e. Indiana.
None of the nesting Swainson’s Hawks found last
spring in n. Illinois were reported again this spring;
single birds were noted in Reynolds Co., Mo. Apr. 6
(CL), S.C.R. Apr. 15 (E) and Apr. 21 (L); and Spring-
field, Mo. Apr. 20 and 28 (NF). Two ad. Bald Eagles
were at S.C.R. as late as Apr. 15 (E) and another near
Cincinnati Apr. 17 (JKI, fide W). Fewer than 20 Os-
preys were reported Regionwide, all between Apr. 5
(Iowa) and May 18 (Ohio). The only documented Pereg-
rine Falcon was found in Mason Co., Ill. Apr. 27 (*H);
eight others were reported, but not documented.

GALLIFORMS, GRUIFORMS—Only 208 cock
Greater Prairie Chickens remain in the s.c. Illinois
population; this represents a 22 per cent decline from
the 1973 total (RWe). Sandhill Cranes were considered
strays in Ottawa Co., Ohio, Apr. 3 and 7 (LV); Cleve-
land, May 11 (*M); and Rosendale, Mo. Apr. 15(JHi); a
late-departing individual was noted at Jasper-Pulaski,
Ind. May 25 (C). The Apr. 6 arrival of a King Railat L.
Sangchris, Ill. was noteworthy (H,K). Yellow Rails
were flushed at L. Sangchris, Apr. 2 (*H); Tucker
Prairie, Mo. Apr. 6 (BG); Ogle Co., Ill. May 4 (*MSw);
and Rock Island Co., Ill. June 1 (*EF). The only Purple
Gallinule report came from the LaRue Swamp in Union
Co., Ill. May 9 (*RMa).

SHOREBIRDS—The spring shorebird season was
not outstanding, but generally good — leaving most
observers satisfied for this period. The concentration of
an estimated 300 Semipalmated Plovers at S.C.R. Apr.
27 was noteworthy (E). At the same location Piping
Plovers were observed Apr. 15 & May 12 (E); three
were found on a Chicago lakefront beach Apr. 18 (TG).
One late-departing Am. Golden Plover was present in
Mason Co., [ll. May 30 (H). An Am. Woodcock’s nest
(with four eggs) was discovered at L. Sangchris, May 11
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—rather late (m.ob.). Winnowing Com. Snipe were
observed regularly at L. Sangchris as late as May 21
(H); no nests were located; another snipe was seen at
Louisville, May 11 (BM). The second state record for
Kentucky (and the only Regional report) of a Whimbrel
was obtained in Powell Co. when a single bird was
observed May 22 (*BM). There were 17 reports of
Willets (only one documented) ranging from singles to
flocks of 25 from Apr. 6 in Pulaski Co., Ill. (HAW) to
May 5 at S.C.R. (E). More than usual numbers of
White-rumped Sandpipers and Baird’s Sandpipers
were reported; good habitat may have been responsi-
ble. The report of four Buff-breasted Sandpipers at
S.C.R. May 11 (E) was the only spring record for this
species. Eight Marbled Godwits were present at
Maryville, Mo. Apr. 21 (E); the only other individual
reported was seen in Holt Co., Mo. May 5 (E, JH1)

Seven reports were received for Hudsonian Godwits

eight and three at S.C.R. Apr. 15 and 28, respectively
(E); one at Clearwater L., Mo. Apr. 28 (CL); one at
Schell-Osage, Mo. Apr. 29 (NF); seven and eight on
May 18ins. Cook Co., Ill. (*AD, et al.) and Mason Co ,
Ill. (*H), respectively; and one at Magee Marsh, Ohio,
May 25 (LV). Groups of three and 15 Am. Avocets were
found in McHenry Co., Ill. Apr. 22 & 23 (fide *DF1), 42
in Sandusky Bay, Ohio Apr. 28 (*CW et al.), 18 at
S.C.R. May 12 (L,E). An endangered Illinois nesting
species, the Wilson’s Phalarope, may have attempted
nesting in Mason Co.; a pair was seen regularly together
through the period and a third individual was nearby
(H).

GULLS, TERNS—One ad. Laughing Gull was seen
well at L. Chautauqua, Ill. May 11 (*H, m.ob.) Three
Franklin’s Gulls (a rare spring migrant) were reported
from the Chicago area in May. The Apr. 10 arrtval of
Forster’s Terns in Kane Co., n. Illinois was unusual
(RMo); three appeared in Springfield, IIl. Apr. 12 (H),
four in Lagrange Co., Ind. Apr. 20 (HAW, JPt); agroup
of 18 were found in Mason Co., Ill. May 18 (H). Typical
numbers of Caspian Terns were reported between Apr
20 (Cleveland) and May 18 (Mason Co., IIl.). The only
Least Tern was observed at S.C.R. May 26 (E)

CUCKOOS, OWLS, GOATSUCKERS—Yellow-
billed Cuckoos were generally late in arriving and by
the end of the period there had only been three reported
from the entire Chicago area. Black-billed Cuckoos
were common and around Chicago they were locally
abundant in areas with outbreaks of inchworms (fide
B). A pleasant discovery was the pair of Barn Owls at
Mt. Vernon, Ill. during the annual Illinois Audubon
Society meeting Apr. 27-8; the birds were apparently
nesting in a large tree cavity (JSw, K et al.). From May
12-16, there was much excitement near the S.CR asa
pair of Burrowing Owls was photographed at the en-
trance to a burrow (L., m.ob.); nesting was hopeful as
one bird was regularly absent and the other bird sat ona
nearby fencepost; several conservation precautions
were immediately established. On May 27 a Saw-whet
Owl was seen at Willow Slough, Ind. (EH); the bird was
responsible for the unknown calls reported by others as
much as six weeks earlier. Chuck-will’s-widows were
heard somewhat n. of their normal ranges and consid-
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ered noteworthy in Iowa at Glenwood, May 2 (MWi)
and Oskaloosa, May 25 (RJ); in Missouri at S.C.R. May
12 and Maryville, May 19 (E), and in Butler (fide DO)
and Adams (MSk) counties, Ohio, May 1-8, and May
14, respectively. Common Nighthawks arrived late and
were not conspicuous in the Cleveland area until May
14 (M)

FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS—The only W.
Kingbirds encountered in w. Missouri were found at
Independence, Apr. 15 (KH) and S.C.R. May 12 (E);
another was observed at Illinois Beach S.P., May 29(C,
JRo) The Scissor-tailed Flycatcher may be expanding
its range northeastward; adults were found in Boone
and Montgomery counties, Missouri, Apr. 18 (JRa, LF)
and May 21 (RWi), respectively; an immature as also
noted at the latter date and location. Cliff Swallows
seemed to arrive rather late and in small numbers; only
one large concentration was reported: 400 in Mason
Co , Ill. May 18 (H). Purple Martins were not only late
m arriving but also scarce according to Indiana and
Ohio reporters; this may have been true Regionwide,
but wasn’t specifically indicated.

CREEPERS, WRENS, THRUSHES—A Brown
Creeper was found outside of breeding habitat in Mason
Co, Ill. May 23—probably a late migrant (H). One
observer in w. Missouri suggested a great increase in
House Wrens; did others notice this? More Bewick’s
Wrens were reported than usual: a few at Louisville,
May 11 (fide S) and Bowling Green, Ky. Apr. 20 (m.
ob ), singles at New Haven, Ind. Apr. 28 (HAW);
Pleasantville, Ia. during the period (GB); Taberville
Prairie, Mo. May 11 (KH); and Mason Co. Forest, Ill.
May 23 (H); around Sullivan, Mo. their numbers
‘‘seemed normal’’ (JI). After two bad winters, Carolina
Wrens remain scarce in w. Missouri (fide E,KH). Ex-
ceptionally late-departing Hermit Thrushes were re-
ported from Evansville, Ind. (2) May 9 (NS) and Spring-
field, Ill. May 15 (H). The only striking report for E.
Bluebirds came from lowa where they were referred to
as scarcities.

KINGLETS, WAXWINGS, SHRIKES, VIREOS
—Golden-crowned Kinglets lingered well into May at
four locations: May 27 at Lakewood, Ohio (D); May 16
(banded) at Cleveland (LLAF); May 9 at Springfield, Ill.
(H), and May 4 (2) at Ft. Wayne (HAW, BP). A second
mnflux of Cedar Waxwings appeared Regionwide in
mid-May; few, if any, were reported during April and
early May;although flocks were small, more birds were
encountered during the second influx than during the
late-winter/early-spring first influx. The Loggerhead
Shrike reported Apr. 3 from the Chicago lakefront was
quite unusual (B). White-eyed Vireos were among the
overmigrants reported; however, in extreme n. areas
where they have regularly occurred, they were absent;
the first arrival was found at Charleston, Mo. Apr. 5
(HAW); two were banded in n. Illinois (Rockford) Apr.
20&27 (LJ); another was present at Rosendale, Mo.
May 5 (E); at least five were observed in Springfield, Ill.
Apr 22 (H) & Apr. 26 (K); it was the second year for
their ‘great’’ increase in McLean Co., Ill. and they now
nest there regularly (DBi). A Bell’s Vireo was banded at
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Rockford, Ill. May 17 (LJ); this species seems to be in
normal or slightly above normal numbers in ¢. and w
Missouri (BG and KH) but possibly absent (or at least
very rare) in former areas around Des Moines, Ia. (fide
WB).

WARBLERS—Several species were early overmi-
grants pushing into the extreme n. parts of the Region
where they have rarely been encountered. The
Worm-eating Warbler was the most notable over-
migrant first arriving in Springfield, Ill. (H) and Ottawa
Co., Ohio (LV), Apr. 21; other records included singles
at Normal, Ill. Apr. 22 and May 8 (DBi); Ft. Wayne,
Apr. 27 (HAW, JW); Magee Marsh, Ohio, Apr. 29 (D et
al.); Council Bluffs, May 7 (MWi et al.); and Ottawa
Co., Ohio, May 11 (TT); eight others were observed in
extreme n. Illinois in May. Four Brewster’s Warblers
were reported (including two banded). An increase of
migrant Black-throated Blue Warblers was suggested at
Rockford, Ill. (1]); one was observed at Sullivan, Mo
Apr. 27 (JI). Early arriving Black-throated Green War-
blers were encountered at Charleston, Mo. Apr. 2
(HAW) and Ft. Wayne, Apr. 16 (HAW). A Yellow-
throated Warbler was caught and banded near Cleve-
land, Apr. 14 (AF). Several observers found more
Bay-breasted Warblers than usual this spring. Another
overmigrant was the Prairie Warbler; four were re-
ported from the Chicago area (fide B); early arrivals
included singles at Springfield, I1l. (H) and Ottawa Co ,
Ohio (LLV), Apr. 21; one was banded at Cleveland Apr
29 (AF); two others were seen at Ft. Wayne, May 2
(HAW). The Apr. 12 appearance of a Kentucky War-
bler in Springfield, Ill. was very early (H). Normal
numbers of Connecticut Warblers were located; the
short migration period ranged from May 15 to May 26,
no birds were reported from Ohio, Kentucky or Iowa,
the one Missouri record, from Dobbins Woods in the
northwest, was May 18 (E). A Hooded Warbler had
arrived at Normal, Ill. by Apr. 15 (DBi); others arrived
at Springfield, Ill. (H) and Ottawa Co., Ohio (LV), by
Apr. 21; singles were banded at Shenandoah (RPh) and
Davenport (P), Iowa, May 8& 17 respectively; two were
found at Ft. Wayne from May 18 on; there were at least
14 sightings—rather high—of this species in the Spring-
field, Ill. area Apr. 21-May 16 (H).

BLACKBIRDS, TANAGERS—Bobolinks have
continued to nest in n.w. Missouri (L). A small flock of
Yellow-headed Blackbirds (including subadults) have
remained at Magee Marsh, Ohio, until the end of the
period (LV); many are nesting at S.C.R. (L). One
Summer Tanager turned up at Ft. Wayne May 2
(HAW).

GROSBEAKS, FINCHES, OTHER FRINGIL-
LIDS — The fourth Illinois record of the Black-headed
Grosbeak was reported from Wilmette, May 21
(m.ob.). The last Evening Grosbeak lingered in the
Region until May 24 at Valley Station, Ky. (DS). Pine
Siskins remained in small numbers Regionwide until
after mid-May ; the latest were from Cincinnati, May 25
(GP, fide W). Many people reported late Red Cross-
bills, which was not too unusual; however, late
White-winged Crossbills were unusual—May 22 at Des
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Moines (latest ever for lowa, fide WB); May 15 at
Winnetka, Ill. (RR); and Apr. 10 at Charleston, Ill.
(LH). A Lark Bunting was reported from Chicago, Apr.
11 (MH, fide B) and a Gray-headed Junco from Lorain
Co., Ohio, Apr. 17 (AT, *ET, fide D). A Slate-colored
race of the Dark-eyed Junco lingered at a Sangamon
Co., Ill. farm until at least June 5 (*K, RHi). Clay-
colored Sparrows were well-documented in ¢. lllinois
from Apr. 22 (DBi) to May 10 (K,H); a “‘field full”’
(possibly 50) was found in n.w. Missouri, May 12 (L);
none were found (by the end of the period) in the regular
areas around Chicago. A subadult Harris’ Sparrow
stopped over in n. Allen C., Ind. and was observed
there Apr. 27 (BP). The peak number of Smith’s
Longspurs (300) was present in two c. Illinois counties
Apr. 13 (H); nine individuals remained in Sangamon
Co. IlI. until May 4 (H). The Apr. 3 record of a Snow
Bunting at Cleveland was quite unusual (RH, fide M).

CORRIGENDA—The following corrections should
be made in the February 1974 issue of American Birds;
the third line of the JAEGERS, GULLS, TERNS para-
graph should read: Sept. 7 (JRo); others Oct. 30-Nov. 4
(B, JRo, et al.). (rather than at Chautauqua (H) ). The
line referring to Black-billed Cuckoos should be
changed to Yellow-billed Cuckoos for the Springfield,
Ill. record, but remain Black-billed Cuckoo for the
Evansville, Ind. record.

CONTRIBUTORS—(Sectional editors’ names in
boldface type; contributors are requested to send their
reports to these editors). Major contributors are iden-
tified with a single initial as follows: (A)—Richard A.
Anderson (Missouri), (B) — Lawrence Balch (n. Illi-
nois), (C)—Charles Clark, (D) — Owen Davies, (E)
David Easterla, (H)—H. David Bohlen, {(K)—Vernon
Kleen (s. Illinois), (L)—Floyd Lawhon, (M)}—William

Klamm, (P}—Peter Petersen, (S)—Anne Stamm (Ken-
tucky), (V)—Sally Vasse, (W)—Arthur Wiseman; other
observers include: Mr. & Mrs. Pierre Allaire, Tom
Bartlett, (DBi) Dale Birkenholz, Richard Bjorklund,
Gladys Black, Leonard Brecher, Woodward Brown,
(DBu) Dorthy Buck, (LCt) Larry Carter, (LCs) Lee
Casebere, J. Earl Comfort, Aura Duke, Linda Falch,
Elton Fawks, Nathan Fay, (DFi) Darlene Fiske, An-
nette Flanigan, (DFr) Darlene Friedman, Jacob Frink,
(JGa) Jerry Garver, Thomas Gatz, Larry Glaze, Bill
Goodge, Maryann Gossmann, (IGr) Janet Greer, (RH)
Ray Hannikman, (HAW) Jim Haw, (JHi) Jack Hil-
sabeck, (RHi) Robert Hitt, Kelly Hobbs, Michael
Hogg, Ed Hopkins, Ann Hostman, Virginia Hum-
phreys, L. Barrie Hunt, Jim Irvine, Mr. & Mrs. Robert
Jensen, Lee Johnson, Nan Johnson, Dave Jones,
Charles Keller (Indiana), (JKI) Joyce Klee, (JKn) Jean
Knoblaugh, Walter Krawiec, Chuck Lawson, (RMa)
Randall Madding, Karl Maskowski, Burt Monroe,
(RMo) Robert Montgomery, (RMu) Russell Murray,
George Neavoll, David Osborne (s. Ohio), (JPt) Jerome
Parrot, (RPa) Richard Parsons, (JP) Mr. and Mrs. Jim
Pasikowski, Sebastian Patti, Bob Paxson, George Per-
dix, Murray Peters, (RPh) Ruth Phipps, (JRa) Jim
Rathert, (JRo) Jerry Rosenband, Robert Russell, (BSz)
Brian Schultz, (MSk) Merit Skaggs, (LaS) Lawrence
Smith, Steve Smith, Ray Snow, Calvin Snyder, (RS)
Ron Stack, Fred Stamm, (MSt) Mike Stasko, Nathalee
Stocks, (JSt) John Strophlet, (L.St) Lynn Stone, Donald
Summerfield, (MSw) Mark Swan, (JSw) Julius
Swayne, Jerry Tangren, Arden and Erdine Thompson,
Tom Thomson, Laurel Van Camp (n. Ohio), Clint
Ward, (MWe) Mark Weldon, (RWe) Ron Westemeier,
(MWi) Melba Wigg, Iim Williams, (RWi) Rea
Windsor.—VERNON M. KLEEN, Div. of Wildlife Re-
sources, lllinois Department of Conservation, Spring-
field, Hlinois 62706.

CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION
/ Thomas A. Imhof

Spring weather for this year and last was very much
alike, yet comments by experienced observers about
the two migrations were quite different. Both seasons
started with a warm March and migration was about a
week early. Then in early April the weather became
windy and rainy with much flooding, and migration was
a bit late through late May. In 1973 it was cooler with
more flooding and fewer record late birds. In 1974 the
early April change probably occurred on April 3, when
a series of tornadoes stretching to Ontario killed several
hundred people in this Region.

The 1973 migration was rated ‘‘greatest in years’’ on
the coast (Toenes), ‘‘fantastic’ near Phenix City, Ala.
(Wells), and “‘with a whole handful of goodies’’ in the
Tennessee Valley of Alabama (Atkeson). This year on
the coast, Mary Gaillard termed the migration ‘‘disap-
pointing’’ and Curtis Kingsbery said, ‘‘The birding was
poor.”’ Alice Tait recorded 200 species in six spring
weeks on or near Dauphin I. in 1973, but this year she
had 45 fewer species for the same period. Banding
results at Fort Morgan same period both years (JVP,
TALI, others) are almost identical in effort, numbers of
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individuals and species. On Dauphin I. the only good
banding catch was 148 birds on Mar. 26-27 (REH,
MEM). Inland at the Fall Line, L.A. Wells called the
migration ‘‘thin and long drawn out—both early and
late’’. Edith Halberg described the migration in central
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Arkansas as ‘‘far from spectacular’’. Mike Bierly said
of the Nashville area, ‘‘Bird song to everyone seemed
to be less all spring.”” In northern Alabama birding
associated with rain and warm fronts was good, other-
wise moderate; March was early and late May was late
(Imhof).

Possibly the two years were not too different, and
small variations in timing, in occurrence of local rainfall
and positioning of fronts made a big difference in bird-
ing results. Well inland where the cold fronts are still
strong and the birds near the limit of stamina, the migra-
tion show is reasonably consistent (MLB, OFI, EMH).
But on or within 200 miles of the coast the birding may
be very good or very bad depending on the ability of the
nearest front to hinder migration. Fortunately for the
birds, most spring cold fronts as they encounter the
warm, moist maritime air near the coast are slowed
down or stalled or twisted into a north-south line.

For example a front was stalled perpendicular to the
coast on Apr. 13-18 and rain squalls extended 200 miles
mto the Gulf. Typical of the situation was Tuesday Apr.
16 at Gulf Shores, Ala. with a solid overcast and no rain
on shore but squalls easily visible over the water; the
birding was poor in the woods but good on the beach
(TAI, RDG, ML.Mat, SG). Flying in from the open Gulf
were many Green Herons, Cattle Egrets, other herons
and many Ruby-throated Hummingbirds. Flying paral-
lel to the beach were numbers of ducks, mostly Lesser
Scaup and Blue-winged Teal, and a good variety of
gulls, terns, and shorebirds including some black-
headed Bonaparte’s Gulls. At Fort Morgan that day
banding was fair to good, mostly Gray Catbird, White-
eyed and Red-eyed Vireos (JVP, HME).

Perhaps the movements of birds did not coincide with
the movements of birders. Did the dates of various
meetings and counts fit the birds’ calendars, the cold
fronts, warm fronts, the full moon? Or are there still as
many birds crossing the Gulf now as there were 10, 20,
or 30 years ago? How has destruction or lowering the
quality of the habitat affected the ability of some 90-odd
species of land birds to reproduce in the U. S. and
Canada or overwinter in Central and South America?

HABITAT MANIPULATION—Wheeler Refuge in
the Tennessee Valley of Alabama is a classic example
of how waterfowl management and mosquito control
have been made compatible. Water levels are held high
all spring, then drawn down in late summer, when
grains are sown on the dewatered sloughs for winter
consumption by waterfowl. TVA is now considering a
halt to dewatering as an economy measure, a move that
will seriously curtail local waterfowl holding capacity.
Let us hope that the halt to dewatering can be made
compatible with waterfowl management or that the
benefits of dewatering can be shown to be economically
important.

COUNTS, not always comparable because of varia-
tions 1n birding effort: Apr. 13, Dauphin I., 102 species
(M B C.); Apr. 16, Gulf Shores—Fort Morgan, 107
species, 13 warblers (T AI, RDG); Apr. 19-21, Dauphin
I, 131 species, 40 less than usual, (A.0.S.); Apr. 27,
Birmingham, 140 species, 32 warblers (B.A.S.); Apr.
27, Nashville vicinity, 156 species, 27 warblers
(T O S); Apr. 27-28, Nashville, 163 species (T.0.S.);
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May 4, Dauphin 1., 103 species, 13 warblers (M.B.C.),
May 4, Pensacola, 142 species, only 20 transient (ten
shorebirds, four warblers, six others—F.M.W_.A.S.P.),
May 4, Central Arkansas, 137 species, 26 warblers
(GRG, DRH, BLT); May 11, Bankhead Forest of Ala.,
94 species, 27 warblers, woodlands only (B.A.S.).

LOON, GREBE, PETREL, PELICAN—Red-
throated Loons, always noteworthy in the Region,
were seen at Pine Bluff Apr. 5-7 (DRH, others), the
fourth Arkansas record, and on Pickwick Res., Tenn
on May 5-6 (DC, DP, DW, LRH’s, many—photo), both
in winter plumage. An Eared Grebe in summer plumage
at Panama City Apr. 9 (SS, D&FS) is the first local
record; four at Pine Bluff Apr. 5 (DRH) and five were
there Apr. 25 (GRG, BLT) are local high counts; five at
Rutherford Beach, Cameron Par. May 4 (RBH, RIN,
RJS). A Wilson’s Storm-Petrel at close range 9 mi. off
Dauphin I. May 2 (REH) is the second for Alabama. At
Port St. Joe, Fla. 85 Brown Pelicans, counted first Apr
27 (SS et al.) showed no sign of breeding by May 13,
numbers present all spring near Dauphin 1. and Ft
Morgan showed a maximum of 60 on May 18 on Sand 1
(A&RB, D&GN).

HERONS, IBISES—The usual number of Cattle Eg-
rets was reported. The Yellow-crowned Night Heron
reached its Nashville heronry earliest locally on Mar
30 (MLMan). Glossy Ibises were again seen in Came-
ron Par., one Apr. 20 at Johnson’s Bayou (RBH, RIN)
and one May 4 at Peveto Beach in full breeding plumage
(RBH, RIN, RJS). Over 500 White Ibises were migrat-

" ing past Tyndall Air Force Base, Fia., Mar. 18 (SS); one

on May 11 at Double Springs, Ala. (TAI, JMI), the first
in spring for the Mountain Region, was flying over hilly,
forested country seconds ahead of a rain front.

DUCKS—Adult Mottled Ducks with two broods of
young totaling 15 on May 4 at Pace, Santa Rosa Co
(CWM, TM, LEG) where they have been reported to
nest for 3-4 years constitute the first positive breeding
record for n.w. Florida. Several ducks lingered late,
especially in the Tennessee Valley of Alabama. A
Q Pintail May 20 at Wheeler Ref. (DCH, JLW) was the
latest for Alabama. A pair of Gadwalls May 29 at Mus-
cle Shoals (HHK, HBT, ALM) tied the latest Alabama
record except for summer records. Green-winged Teal,
two on Apr. 19 at Wheeler Ref. (DCH) made the latest
record for Alabama except for the coast. The second
Cinnamon Teal for Tennessee, a male, remained
through Apr. 7 at Cross Creeks Ref. (photo—PC). A ¢
Ring-necked Duck at Muscle Shoals May 29 (HHK,
HBT, ALM) tied the latest date for Alabama except for
summering birds, while a male in Birmingham June 9
(JMI, TAI) indicated that the species will spend its
twelfth summer there. A 8 Greater Scaup which ling-
ered through Apr. 18 near Fort Morgan (JVP et al.) and
two on Pensacola Sound through May 4 (RD, LD, FW,
KN) were the latest for each state. Latest ever Buf-
fleheads were pairs May 2 at Wheeler Ref. (DCH,JHG)
and at L. Millwood near Texarkana (CMi). It is possible
that some of these pairs may breed locally, but more
likely one of the pair is a hunting-season casualty and
the pair bond is strong enough to induce its mate to
linger too. The Oldsquaw flight of late December ap-
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parently did not reach the coast but produced some
near latests in Alabama with three at Lee County Public
L. Apr. 1(TF, RMcK) and one at Wheeler Ref. Apr. 17
(HEJ). Black Scoters, three at Gulf Shores on Mar. 29
(PFC) and one there Dec. 31 (GDJ), continued the
annual occurrence of scoters on the Alabama coast. A
& Masked Duck at Reelfoot Ref. Apr. 11-15 (B&SF,
photo—PC, m.ob) (all field marks noted,) was the first
for Tennessee. A Red-breasted Merganser at Wheeler
Ref. May 28 (DCH) was, except for summer, records
the latest for Alabama.

HAWKS—Swallow-tailed and Mississippi Kites
were reported in usual numbers. Lone Cooper’s Hawks
were listed for Nashville (T.0.S.) Bankhead Forest
(B.A.S.) and Birmingham (B.A.S.) Counts, but no
Sharp-shinneds. Red-tailed and Broad-winged Hawks
still outnumber the formerly more numerous Red-
shouldereds. The 25th known Rough-legged Hawk for
Alabama, (21 in last 15 years and third this winter,) was
a latest-ever Apr. 2 at Boligee, Greene Co. (RDB). The
only Bald Eagle mentioned was one at Eufaula Ref.
Apr. 21 (MF, SP). A pitifully few Ospreys were noted,
about one or two for each well-worked area plus a few
trying to breed on the coast. About the same number of
Marsh Hawks were noted. Even fewer Peregrine Fal-

cons included one near Clinton, La. Apr. 13 (MEH); .

one at Fort Morgan Apr. 16 (TAI, RDG) and possibly
the same bird on Dauphin I. Apr. 20 (A.O.S.) A Merlin
m downtown Birmingham June 2 (RRR, JVP) provided
the second summer record for Alabama.

FRANCOLIN, RAILS—A Black Francolin near
Sulfur, Calcasieu Par. Apr. 21 suggested continued
success for this introduced species in Louisiana
(RMcL, B&RBe). A late Virginia Rail at Wheeler Ref.
through May 16 (WCD, DCH) revives the possibility
that the species may again breed in Alabama. Black
Rails in two places in Gulf State Park Mar. 29 (PFC) and
Apr. 14 (TAI, RDG) enhance its possible breeding
status in Alabama, now recorded during seven months.
A Purple Gallinule Apr. 23 at Magnolia (SSL, MAH,
RWH) registered the earliest Arkansas date. The Am.
Coot most likely breeds annually in many parts of
Alabama: for instance an adult with three young May 7
near Brooklyn, Escambia Co. (PW, photo—EM); a pair
with 6 young in Huntsville Park May 20 (photo—DCH
et al.); a pair present in June where young were raised
the last two years in Birmingham (JMI, RRR e al.).

SHOREBIRDS—Note the scarcity of coastal re-
cords. A Piping Plover at Eufaula Ref. Apr. 28 (WG,
WM) is the second recorded inland Alabama in spring.
The Black-bellied Plover was recorded three times at
Wheeler Ref., Mar. 28, Apr. 12 & May 2 (DCH, JHG)
and for the first time inland away from Wheeler Apr. 27
at Eufaula Ref. (WG, WM). Solitary and Pectoral
Sandpipers at Marion June 3 entered the first June
records for Alabama (JVP, RRR); the Pectoral has now
beenrecorded all 12 months in Alabama; 60 Solitaries at
Phenix City Apr. 24 (JMi) were hardly solitary. Some
Baird’s Sandpipers migrated a little farther east again
this spring: 64 on Apr. 20 at Lonoke (GRG, BLT, DRH)
constitute the only April record for Arkansas; in the
Nashville area, one was at Buena Vista May 5 (MLB,
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BBa, I1B) and 3-2 at Gallatin May 15-17 (D&PC) After 8
hours of sporadic but heavy rain on June 1, four W

Sandpipers, the latest recorded in Alabama, were at a
grassy seepage area in Birmingham (TAI). On Apr 20,
23 Buff-breasted Sandpipers concentrated near Mow-
ata, Acadia Par. (PDF). A Marbled Godwit at Wheeler
Ref. May 17 (DCH) logged the fifth inland record, all in
spring, and the latest for Alabama. Near Pecan1 , Ver-
milion Par. Apr. 15 were 30-50 Hudsonian Godwits
(HDP, RIN).

GULLS, TERN—Glaucous Gulls were present at
Dauphin I. Apr. 5-7 (CMa, m.ob.) for the third spring in
Alabama, and in Cameron Parish Apr. 14 (HDP) A
winter ad. Little Gull, the second for Louisiana, was
seen well at Calcasieu Pass Ferry, Cameron Par Apr 2
(HDP). A Black Tern at the same place Apr. 12 (MIM)
could have been an early arrival or a lingering winter
bird, as it has wintered there.

DOVES, CUCKOOS, HUMMINGBIRDS—On
Apr. 9 a Band-tailed Pigeon spent about 30 minutes at a
Nashville feeder where it was studied thoroughly
(B&SF), this was a first record for Tennessee A
White-winged Dove at Gulf Breeze May 12 (RD) 1s the
third and latest spring record for n.w. Florida A
Ground Dove in Cleburne Co. north of Pangburn May 2
(TWB) is only the second recorded in spring in Arkan-
sas. An Inca Dove was at Rockefeller Ref., Cameron
Par. Apr. 21 (RBH, RIN, BO) & 28 (HDP, DAT) In
Panama City, four Groove-billed Anis were seen Mar
20 (SS) for the eighth time since 1971; in Cameron Par
at four places about 30 were seen Apr. 13-15 and last
seen (at least two) May S (HDP, RBH, m.ob.) At Jones-
ville, Ark. barely 50 mi. from the Mississippi R Road-
runners were seen: two on May 2 (ELH) and one on
June 15 (LL) and near Otwell, 10 mi. south, one on Apr
6 (LL). Early Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were in
Birmingham Mar. 30 (RRH, CL) and in Nashwville Apr
2 (KAG). The Rufous Hummingbird that remained at
Magnolia Springs Jan. 27-Feb. 28 (identifiable
photo—PFC) and a female at Fort Morgan Apr 16-17
(TAI, JVP, HME) are the fourth and fifth sightings for
Alabama. A ¢ Selasphorus hummingbird was at
Chenier au Tigre, Vermilion Par. Apr. 18 (RBH)

FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS—The Gray King-
bird was first noted on Dauphin I. Apr. 13(M.B C ) the
earliest record is Apr. 12. Western Kingbirds were
noted Mar. 30 on Dauphin I. (LRT), Apr. 16 at Fort
Morgan (TAleral.), Apr. 25 on Dauphin I. (DDN), May
16 at New Iberia (MHM) and also May 16 near El
Dorado (KLS, DB’s). A late Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
was on Dauphin I. May 15 (JMa). Yellow-bellied
Flycatchers were seen at Wilton, Little River Co Apr
24 (CMi) for the earliest Arkansas record, and at Mon-
roe, La. May 8 (found injured, measured to verify
identification—JVP). An Alder Flycatcher (wee-bee-0)
was seen and heard near Conway, Ark, May 26 (DJ) and
a Willow Flycatcher (firz-bew) was seen and heard at 1ts
breeding haunts near Nashville for the fourth consecu-
tive year May 19 (MLB, CP). On Mar. 9, three Barn
Swallows were at a bridge at Sabine Ref. (HDG), the
earliest Louisiana record; although winter stragglers
are possible, this date compares favorably with recent
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earliest dates from Alabama. New Barn Swallow breed-
ng sites are discovered annually in Alabama in almost
every county north of Montgomery, especially along
Breeding Survey Routes and on Interstate bridges. One
or more new Cliff Swallow colonies have been found in
Alabama each of the last 4-5 years, and the old colonies
are getting bigger (BBC, JVP, RRR, many) but they are
still confined to the Tennessee Valley.

CREEPER, THRUSHES, PIPIT, VIREOS—Two
Brown Creepers at Grassy L., Hempstead Co., Ark.
June 2 (CMi, CG, JL, JU) were the first locally in June.
A Swainson’s Thrush Apr. § in Birmingham (DJH,
HBT) recorded the earliest date for Alabama north of
the Fall Line. A Veery in Bay Co., Fla. Mar 31 (SS) is
the earliest for n.w. Florida. A Sprague’s Pipit, walking
across the road near Muscle Shoals May 29, observed
closely and described well (HHK, HBT, ALM) was
not only the latest for Alabama by more than a month
but possibly the only May record outside the breeding
range A Black-whiskered Vireo at Gulf Breeze May 8
(RD), the only one reported this year, was the eighth in
n w Floridasince 1970. A Philadelphia Vireo in Hemp-
stead Co., Ark. May 26 (CMi) was the latest for the
state

WARBLERS—-A Prothonotary Warbler at Choctaw
Ref Mar 23 (CLK, PFC et al.) was the earliest for
mland Alabama. A Swainson’s Warbler at Marianna
Apr 3(MGr)tied the earliest recorded for n.w. Florida;
and four near Birmingham Apr. 8 (TAl, JVP) are the
earliest for Alabama north of the Fall Line. A Golden-
winged Warbler at Gulf Breeze May 10 (RD) was the
latest for n.w. Florida; and ‘‘Brewster’s’’ hybrid at
nearby Ft. Pickens Apr. 13 (R&LD) was only the sec-
ond inn.w. Florida, the first in spring. Tennessee Warb-
lers were early in Alabama: two on Dauphin 1., Mar. 27
(LRT) were the earliest for the state; Apr. 4 in Birming-
ham (TAI) the earliest for the Mountain Region; Apr. 6
at Newburg, Franklin Co. (GDYJ), the earliest for the
Tennessee Valley. Orange-crowned Warblers though
were late in Alabama: one netted Apr. 21 in Phenix City
(TAI, RAP, G.0.S.) was the latest for the coastal plain;
May 11 in Bankhead Forest (TAI, JMI), tied latest
state A n. Parula in Nashville Apr. 1 (KAG) was the
earliest locally. A Magnolia Warbler on Dauphin 1. May
26 (REH, SBH) was the latest for the coastal plain of
Alabama, and a Yellow Warbler there on May 31 (LRT)
was the latest south of the breeding range in Alabama.
Cape May Warblers on Dauphin I. Mar. 27 recorded the
earlest record for the state (REH) and were seen on
Mar 30 at Johnson’s Bayou (JCL) and were also seen
that far west in Vermilion Parish Apr. 8 and Cameron
Par May 4 (RBH et al.). Late Blackburnian Warblers
were on Dauphin 1. May 26 (REH, SBH), latest for
coastal plain of Alabama; and in Monroe June 7, a male
(RTK), a first June record for Louisiana. A Chestnut-
sided Warbler at Gulf Breeze May 13 (R&LD) was the
latest recorded for n.w. Florida. A Blackpoll Warbler
on Dauphin 1. May 26 (REH, SBH) was the latest
recorded for the coastal plain of Alabama. The Palm
Warbler was especially numerous: all-time highs of 40
at Phenix City Apr. 20(G.0.S.) and 214 in Birmingham
Apr 27 (B.A.S.); recorded four times in Arkansas
where rare: Apr. 5 in N. Little Rock (DRH); two in
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Wilton Apr. 12 within 20 mi. of both Oklahoma and
Texas (CMi); May 4, L.. Maumelle, Pulaski Co. (GRG,
DRH, BLT) and at Big L. near Blytheville (EMH,
A.A.S.); also a latest for n.w. Florida, one at Ft. Pick-
ens near Pensacola May 11 (CLK, FM.W.A.S.P.).

BLACKBIRDS—These birds continue to increase;
apparently the most gains this winter were by Rusties
and by city flocks, such as around Birmingham
—possibly due to excessive garbage. Bobolinks were
especially numerous and widespread throughout the
Region; one at Marianna Apr. 6 (MGr) was the earliest
for n.w. Florida, and another at Buhl, Tuscaloosa Co.
Apr. 13 (BSH, B.A.S.) is preceded in Alabama only by
an Apr. 11, 1969 record; 500 were recorded at Marianna
Apr. 27 (MGr). Yellow-headed Blackbirds were re-
ported from Arkansas in Cleburne Co. May 3 (TWB)
and Pine Bluff May 11 (AJA, JWA). A late Rusty
Blackbird was in Nashville May 13 (B&SF). The
Bronzed Cowbird was seen at Pecan I. Apr. 15 and at
Rockefeller Ref. Apr. 28 (photo) and May 4 (HDP,
RBH et al.).

FINCHES—In Alabama, a Rose-breasted Grosbeak
at Magnolia Springs Apr. 1 (PFC) was the earliest re-
corded for the state and a pair at Riverton, Colbert Co.
May 25 (TAI, HME) the latest for the state; one in
Louisiana in Atchafalaya Basin May 30 (JCL) was also
the latest for that state. In this off year, the last Evening
Grosbeaks were seven in Birmingham Apr. 27 (HBT,
PLT) and five in Nashville Apr. 28 (MW). A late Purple
Finch was in Nashville May 12 (PM). Flocks of Pine
Siskins and Am. Goldfinches were common in much of
the Region even on the coast; examples of siskin-
goldfinch counts were: Birmingham Apr. 27, 138 and
460 (B.A.S.) Nashville Apr. 27-28, 49 and 398 (T.0.S.);
Little Rock Apr. 25, 275 and 300 (GRG). The second &
third spring records for the Red Crossbill for the Nash-
ville area were both on Apr. 14, seven at Basin Spring
(KAG) & 12 at Percy Warner Park (ML B); the species
was last seen in Birmingham Apr. 27 (DJH) and in
Alabama in Bankhead Forest May 11 (TAIL, JMI, GMI).
Movement of Rufous-sided Towhees in Arkansas was
indicated by the presence of a female May 4 in Saline
Co. near Little Rock, 60 mi. from a known breeding
location (GRG, BLT, DRH) and of a male of the Spot-
ted Towhee complex (one of 11 or more w. North
American races) on Apr. 6 near Hazen, Prairie Co.
(GRG). A Dark-eyed Junco in Birmingham Apr. 27
(TAI) was, except for summer records, the latest re-
corded for the state. A Clay-colored Sparrow at New
Iberia, La. Apr. 15 (MIM) is the only one reported in
the Region this year. A Harris’ Sparrow was at Gallatin,
Tenn. Mar. 19 (Mrs. LS, fide D&PC). A singing White-
throated Sparrow was seen near Marion June 3 (RRR,
JVP), the 12th summer record for Alabama. Fox Spar-
row made late records: one Apr. 13 at Wewahitchka
(DS) and one Apr. 16 at Marianna (MGr) were the latest
n.w. Florida dates by more then a month; three at
Wheeler Ref. Apr. 12 and one Apr. 25 were all the latest
ever for Alabama. A Song Sparrow on May 21 at Weiss
L., Cherokee Co. had a nest with three sparrow eggs
and one cowbird egg (photo—CWS); although young
have been seen for years in nearby counties, this is the
first egg record for Alabama. A & Lapland Longspur in
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Mobile Mar. 30-31(JLD, M.B.C.), well seen in an open
sparsely-grassed area and described in detail, provided
the second coastal record, the latest for the state, and
one of the southernmost records for the species.

CORRECTIONS—The ‘‘bird reported to be a
Cory’s Shearwater. . . off Dauphin 1. Sep. 10°’, 1973
was a Cory’s Shearwater, the first for Alabama and
probably for the Gulf of Mexico. Six observers includ-
ing the writer noted all field marks including yellow bill,
gradual shading on cheeks from gray above to white
below, and comparison with smaller Greater Shearwat-
ers seen within the hour. The Great Cormorant in
Alabama Nov. 21, 1972 was not 50 but less than 20 mi.
from where one was photographed in Florida by the
Duncans, and very likely the same bird. In Am. Birds,
27:628 the sentence, ‘‘Twelve were seen at Alabama
Pt., Ala. Jan 7 (MLB & GDI)’’ applies to the Snowy
Plover, not to the Mountain Plover in the immediately
preceding sentence. The Black-necked Stilt is an un-
common spring and fall transient in coastal Alabama,
not casual in fall as stated (Am. Birds, 28:65). The Great
Black-backed Gull at Panama City Mar. 29, 1973 is not
the first record for n.w. Florida. A bird banded as a
nestling (JMC) Audubon Camp, Muscongus Bay, Me.
July 5, 1947 was recovered at Panama City Feb. 17,
1948 (courtesy DAIJ). The story of an ad. Ring-billed
Gull “‘feeding a young July 12*°, 1973 at Alabama Point
(Am. Birds, 27:881) is discounted in a letter to this
writer by one of the observers, LMcK. The recovery at
Tharptown, Ala. of a Barn Swallow banded at Leeds is
100 miles n.w. of its banding site not recovery site. The
records of Yellow Warbler, a common summer resident
in n. Alabama, June 9 & 17, 1973 at Huntsville refer to
the Yellow-rumped Warbler, perhaps the subspecies
name ‘‘Myrtle’’ should have been used.
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Chandler, B. B. Coffey, Dot & Paul Crawford, W. C.
Davis, J. L. Dorn, Temple Douglas, Robert & Lucy
Duncan, Howard M. Einspahr, Francis M. Weston
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NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS
/ C. Stuart Houston & Stanley J. Shadick

Most of Montana and South Dakota experienced
weather very different from the remainder of the reg-
ion. Billings reported that late winter and early spring
were dry, while Malta, Montana had a mild, dry spring
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apart from good rains in mid-May. South Dakota was
cool in both April and May but, in sharp contrast with
areas further north, had insufficient rain; all ponds,
dams and lakes were therefore low.

On the Canadian prairies, following all-time record
snowfalls (100.3 inches at Vulcan, Alta.), the snow
stayed very late. Near Saskatoon, some roads re-
mained blocked by car-high drifts well past the middle
of April, with snow persisting in bushes until mid-May.
Most early species, particularly waterfowl, were con-
sequently late in arriving, while others that arrived on
usual dates often did so with disastrous results. All
water bodies were filled to capacity, leaving no mud
flats for shorebirds, and dispersing the excellent num-
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bers of waterfowl. Moose Jaw suffered the severest
flood 1n history with large residential and business areas
under three and more feet of water for more than a
week, beginning April 16.

April was sunny and dry at Calgary until a heavy
storm of rain, snow and sleet occurred April 26-28.
Moose Jaw had its first warm day April 26, reaching
81°F , followed by an inch of snow April 28 and 1%
inches of rain with hail the following day. All but the last
days of May were unseasonably cold and wet. May was
the wettest since 1933 at Moose Jaw and the third
coldest since 1885 at Calgary. Most localities in North
Dakota experienced the same cool, wet spring with
mmproved water levels.

The bird migration was most unpredictable. Most
species came late while a few were inexplicable excep-
tions to the rule and set record early dates. The bird-
watchers, in turn, were restricted by impassable roads
and were less consistent in their coverage. The ‘‘spring
of *74’” will be talked of for years to come.

HERONS, EGRETS, IBISES—Four Great Blue
Herons seemed out of place near Leeds, N.D., Apr. 7,
perched on a snowbank beside a field shelterbelt, with
the temperature only 8°F. (ACF). Cattle Egrets were
reported from Jamestown Apr. 18 (BAH), from J. Clark
Salyer Refuge, Upham, N.D., May 14 (AKT) and from
Marquette, Man., May 10-26 (DRMH), but there has
yet to be a sighting from Saskatchewan. A Snowy Egret
w of Steinbach, May 25-26, was apparently a second
Manitoba record (GG, HWRC). Great Egrets were re-
ported from Tolstoi, Marquette, Vivian and Kemnay,
Man , and from Jamestown, Valley City, Oakes, Upper
Sourts and Salyer refuges, N.D. There were also two
North Dakota reports of the White-faced Ibis, with two
near Oakes May 4 (MBW, H.F. Duebbert) and one at
Salyer Refuge June 2 (AKT).

WHISTLING SWANS—Whistling Swans arrived at
four different locations near Calgary Mar. 30, with 150
at Vulcan the following day and 14 formations flying
NW over Vulcan Apr. 9. There were 1500 on a field near
Strathmore, Alta., Apr. 12, beside still completely fro-
zen Eagle Lake. There were 20 swans e. of Moose Jaw
Apr 7 and three bewildered individuals appeared at
Spring Valley Apr. 12, eventually flying on in their
search for unfrozen water. Another three appeared at
Indian Head Apr. 16. At Saskatoon the usual flocks
resting near the city did not appear, at Sheho there were
only afew small flocks Apr. 18, at Kenaston they were
seen only once, very late on May 12 and at Raymore
there were none recorded for the first time in living
memory. In contrast, there was a ‘‘spectacular’’ migra-
tion of swans resting on flooded stubble fields in s.
Manitoba for several weeks.

GEESE—Seven Canada Geese appeared at Salyer
Refuge, N.D., Feb. 20, the earliest date ever recorded,
while they arrived March 1 at Audubon and Upper
Souris refuges, Coleharbor, and at Oakes, N.D. Their
numbers peaked March 20 at Oakes and April 5 at
Audubon Refuge and 1000 flew over frozen Spring Val-
ley, Sask., April 6. The first flocks of Snow Geese
appeared at Valley City, N.D., Apr. 8 with flocks mov-
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ing north all that day and part of the next, while on Apr
14 the major movement of about 30,000 headed north-
west into a 15 m.p.h. wind, between 6.15 and 6.35 p.m
The next day at Petersburg, 70 mi. further north, the
Snow Goose migration (including blue phase) was two
miles wide and as far as the eye could see, totalling at
least 30,000 birds. Another 90 mi. northwest at Rolla,
the Snows peaked at 25,000 April 17.

MALLARDS—The Mallard migration also reflected
the weather patterns. In South Dakota, they appeared
Mar. 3 at Altamont, Mar. § at Rapid City, Hot Springs
and Yankton and Mar. 8 at Brookings. In North Dakota
they arrived Mar. 11 at Jamestown, Mar. 13 at Bis-
marck, Salyer and Arrowwood Refuges and Mar. 16 at
Hope. Slightly further north in the same state, the late
spring delayed them until Apr. 9 (a sudden invasion by
nine species of ducks and geese), Apr. 12 at Grand
Forks and Apr. 15 at Rolla and Gilby. At Fort Peck,
Montana, a week of peak numbers began Mar. 25, the
same day the first two appeared at Medicine L. In
Saskatchewan, Mallards appeared before many
sloughs had melted, but still a week or two late, at
Indian Head Apr. 9, Spring Valley Apr. 10, Saskatoon
Apr. 11, Regina Apr. 12, Kenaston and Birch Hills Apr
15, Sheho Apr. 16 and Spirit Lake and Grenfell Apr. 18.

OTHER DUCKS—Pintails were ‘‘dammed up’’ be-
hind the snow further north, with 165,000 at Medicine
Lake Refuge, Mont., Apr. 3. There were sightings of 3
Cinnamon Teal at Valley City May 17 (DEG) and at
Long Lake Refuge, Moffit, N.D., May 12 (MBW), with
no less than 39 reports from the Calgary area. At Bill-
ings, 39 Wood Ducks wintered successfully (KH). A
Greater Scaup was observed near Regina June 1 (FHB).
Seven 4 & and 3 ¢ ? Oldsquaws were at the new sew-
age lagoon at Fargo Apr. 7 (LA). A Surf Scoter at
Moose Jaw May 25 was a first for the area (PRK)
Ruddy Ducks seemed increased at many localities with
567 on the all-day bird count at Saskatoon May 25
(S.N.H.S)).

HAWKS—An unprecedented spring Goshawk mi-
gration in Manitoba included 19 individuals moving
north down the Red River in two hours on Mar. 31, 26in
two hours Apr. 16 and 26, 10 and 16, respectively, on
Apr. 7th, 10th and 14th (R. Ko, R. Kn, DRMH, AHS)
Red-tailed Hawk movements were impressive at many
localities with many at Valley City Apr. 8-11, 50 at
Grand Forks Apr. 12,29 in S mi. at Gilby, N.D., Apr. 10
and 224 moving northward along the Red River s. of
Winnipeg between 11.15a.m. and 2 p.m. on Apr. 14 (R
Ko). At Moose Jaw there was a big Buteo migration,
predominantly Red-taileds, Apr. 8-18, with peak num-
bers of 85 on Apr. 9 and 160 on Apr. 11. At Indian Head,
the first Red-taileds appeared Apr. 5 and beginning
Apr. 9, the daily numbers totalled 178, 175, 54, 65, 75,
80, 15, 500, 550, 700 and 150, respectively, through Apr
19. At Spirit Lake, Sask., the arrival date was Apr. 15
with up to 20 daily Apr. 18-21. There were a record 12
sightings of Broad-winged Hawks in migration at Re-
gina May 7-23 (MB, SJ) and one near Lewiston May 11
was a third sight record for Montana (PDS). A notewor-
thy collection of eagles at Medicine L., Mont., Apr. 9,
included 22 Golden and 23 ad. and 3 imm. Bald Eagles
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Single Ospreys were noted at Spring Valley, Sask.,
Apr. 11 (FB) at St. Pierre May 1 and Brandon, Man.
May 12 (HWRC, BGR) and at Billings May 16 (KH). A
late white-phase Gyrfalcon was at Kindersley Apr. 26
(JMH).

CRANES—Two Whooping Cranes were photo-
graphed n. of Powderville, Mont., Apr. 13-14 (Albert
Brown, R.L. Eng) and two were near Kenmare Apr.
21-28 (WES, AMG). There were 15 credible reports of
59 individual Whooping Cranes reported to the Sas-
katchewan Museum of Natural History, beginning with
two sighted at Lang by Bill and Holly Maidens Apr. 5
and ending with ten individuals confirmed at the s. end
of Midnight Lake, May 11-13 (Pat Spreitzer).

WADERS—An Am. Woodcock was heard and seen,
Apr. 7 & 17 at Brookings, S.D. (NH). A Semipalmated
Plover at Calgary Mar. 31 was very early (Marg Oliver).
A Com. Snipe appeared May 1 at Birch Hills after a
three-inch snowfall during the night (MLM). A
Whimbrel near Vermillion, S.D., May 24 (KJH, BKH,
S.D.0.U.) may be a third state record: **It would dig its
food from the mud, then run to wash it off before eating
it.”” A Red Knot was another species observed at the
spring meeting of the S.D.0.U. near Vermillion and
was believed to be the second state record. Six White-
rumped Sandpipers at Broadview, Mont., May 25
(PDS, EH) were another good record. Five Hudsonian
Godwits were seen in Grant Co., S.D., Apr. 25 (Kent F.
Hall) and one near Vermillion May 15 (KJH).

PIGEONS, OWLS, HUMMINGBIRDS, WOOD-
PECKERS—A Band-tailed Pigeon appeared in a shel-
terbelt near Vulcan, Alta., May 6 (EFB). There were
unusually heavy late movements of Snowy Owls, with
24 at Regina April 20 and seven in one field Apr. 24
(MB, GFL, RDR) and 43 at Oak Hammock Marsh n. of
Winnipeg on the same date (DMRH). On Apr. 28, 155
Short-eared Owls were counted in 30 mi. w. of Ray-
more, Sask., coinciding with a sudden increase in the
vole population (WCH). A Ruby-throated Humming-
bird appeared on time at Birch Hills, Sask., although no
flowers had yet bloomed due to cold weather (MLM). A
red-breasted race of the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was
photographed at Lethbridge Apr. 22 (HCES).

FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS—A Cassin’s
Kingbird present for three hours May 18 was the first
record for Rapid City and probably the third for South
Dakota (EMS, BBF, NRW). Barn and Cliff Swallows
arrived at Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont., May 15, but
after a cold 2.13 in. rain May 20, insects disappeared
and many swallows died. Four Purple Martins arrived
at Buffalo Pound L., n. of Moose Jaw Apr. 26 and were
augmented by 14 more May 13, but with no insects
owing to the unseasonably cold weather, they were
saved by a supply of hard-boiled eggs and oatmeal
(Kelly Thompson).

MIMIDS, THRUSHES—A Mockingbird at Kinders-
ley, Sask., May 7-17, was a first for the area (JMH). A
Bendire’s Thrasher seen at Grand Beach, Man. at close
range by 9 observers May 14 was the first sight record
for Manitoba and the second for Canada (DRMH) cf.
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AB 22:776 for Ist). A Wood Thrush May 21 was the
third record for Rapid City (EAS). The cool wet
weather caused an unusually heavy and prolonged
thrush migration at many localities. These included 300
Swainson’s in a Moose Jaw cemetery May 14 (ML),
while the aspen bush at Spirit L. had a solid carpeting of
Swainson’s and Gray-cheeked Thrushes May 16-22
(WA).

BLUEBIRDS, KINGLETS, PIPITS—Mountain
Bluebirds appear to be extending their range slowly
eastward, with 500 at Kenmare Apr. 7, increases at
Audubon Refuge and sightings as far east as Leeds,
N.D. and Highmore, Altamont and Hurley, S D
Paradoxically, there were fewer Mountain Bluebirds
reported from their normal range in the Black Hills
Mountain Bluebirds appeared on schedule at Reston,
Man., Mar. 13, when there was still two feet of snow,
but many were reported dead after the temperature
dropped to —20°F., on Mar. 16-17. Three were also
found dead at Arrowwood Refuge, N.D., after a bliz-
zard Mar. 22. There were 50 Golden-crowned Kinglets
in Bismarck Apr. 12-14 (WAB). Water Pipits arrived at
Calgary Apr. 13, were reported seven times Apr 20-27
and were last seen May 13.

VIREOS, WARBLERS—A Yellow-throated Vireo
observed May 5-31 at Rapid City was the second record
for w. South Dakota (LMB). Although warbler num-
bers were down at some Saskatchewan localities n-
cluding Spirit L. and Sheho, the variety was unusually
good, with 15 species at Saskatoon, 16 at Jamestown
and Salyer Refuge, 17 at Grand Forks and Regina, 18 at
Bismarck and Hope, N.D., 19 at Rapid City and 24
species at Fargo. In Manitoba, cold weather and a lack
of insects caused a dieoff of thousands of warblers at
Oak Lake, Reston, Lyleton, Starbuck, Steinbach, and
Winnipeg from May 15-24. On May 22, there was a
dead warbler on an average of every eight inches along
the shore of L. Manitoba near St. Ambroise (DRMH)
Nashville Warblers were unusually evident at Fargo,
with one or two reported May 8-31, while other indi-
viduals were at Jamestown May 17, Gilby May 20 and
Grand Forks May 31. A Magnolia Warbler at Billings,
Mont., May 23 and three May 25, probably constituted
the fourth record for the state (KH, HC), while a high
count of six was at Bismarck May 19 (RNR). A Black-
throated Blue Warbler at Spring Valley May 5-17 was a
local first (FB), while another at Moose Jaw May 26 was
their second record (LMK), and one was photographed
at Winnipeg May 29 (KJ, RRT, HWRC, DRMH) An
Audubon’s Yellow-rumped Warbler at Maidstone,
Sask., Apr. 26 was unusual (WCH), while a Palm War-
bler at Rapid City May 18 was the third record for the
Black Hills (BBF). Single Yellow-breasted Chats were
seen at Moose Jaw May 22 (DWR) and Fargo May 13
(HGH). A Hooded Warbler near Winnipeg May 20 was
even more outstanding (John Loch, SGS).

ICTERIDS, TANAGERS—Flocks of up to 50 W
Meadowlarks were feeding on a windswept gravel
highway at Leeds Apr. 5, when the surrounding fields
were still covered with snow (SS). In late May, an
““invasion’’ of Orchard Orioles into Manitoba included
reports from Oak L., Lyleton, Zhoda and Stemnbach
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Due to cold weather and lack of food, up to 20 N.
Orioles were reduced to feeding with cattle near Indian
Head during the third week in May. A & Scarlet Tan-
ager was reported from Regina May 26 (TMB) one from
Upper Souris Ref. May 21 and a pair from Rolla, N.D.,
May 25 (PCH). A Summer Tanager observed at ten foot
range at Bismarck May 13 is the second sight record for
North Dakota (BQ, JS, OS, WAB).

FRINGILLIDS—A single Black-headed Grosbeak
wandered to Fargo May 4 (PWA). A pair of Blue
Grosbeaks apparently carried by a storm front, was
carefully observed near Saskatoon May 26 just before a
four-inch deluge of rain, adding a new species to the
Saskatchewan hypothetical list (TP). Four Lazuli Bunt-
ings were seen as far east as Bismarck May 26 (RNR). A
tremendous influx of migrant sparrows descended on
Saskatoon in mixed flocks May 13, with observations of
150+ Harris’, 300+ Lincoln’s, 850+ White-crowneds
and an unbelievable 2100+ White-throated Sparrows.
Of the latter, two-thirds were found along a quarter-
mile section of riverbank where none had been the day
before. Harris’ Sparrows were also more abundant at
Fargo and at Highmore, S.D., while peaks of 50 birds
were reported from Montpelier, N.D., May 2 and
Moose Jaw May 14. White-crowned Sparrows were
also seen in increased numbers at Regina and Fargo but
White-throated Sparrows were fewer at Moose Jaw and
through most of South Dakota. Fox Sparrows were
more common at Saskatoon and Birch Hills, Sask. Two
Golden-crowned Sparrows were observed May 10 at
Fort Liard, N.W.T. (SML) and a Smith’s Longspur was
sighted at Birch Hills May 14 (MLM). Lapland
Longspurs were late and did not appear at Vulcan, Alta.
until Apr. 12, nor until Apr. 17 at Kenaston and Apr. 24
at Sheho, Sask.

CONTRIBUTORS (area editors in boldface)— W.
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W A Buresh, R. Butot, Chas. M. Carlson, H. Carlson,
H.W.R. Copland, F. Coutts, E.A. Driver, T. Dwyer, E.
Finch, J.R. Foster, L. Foster, W. Foster, A.C. Fox,
B B Frazelle, Eric K. Fritzell, A.M. Gammell, D.E.
Goeke, J.B. Gollop, G. Graham, W. Hall, B.A. Han-
son, B.K. Harris, Charles Harris, J.M. Harris, W.C.
Harrnis, P.C. Hart, J. Harter, D.R.M. Hatch, Eve and
Ray Hays, L.C. Haynes, Harry G. Heggeness, K.
Hicks, N. Holden, K.J. Hoover, E.K. Hubbard, D.H
Johnson, Karen Johnson, Shirley Jowsey, Edith W.
Kern, P.R. Kern, L..M. Kirsch, R. Knapton (R Kn), R.
Koes ( R Ko), D.L. Kubischta, F.W. Lahrman, Sheila
M Lamont, G.F. Ledingham, M. Lewis, L.M. Lohr,
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M L Mareschal, M. McCowan, D.C. McGlauchlin, L.
McKeane, G.R. Miller, L.M. Moos, J.L.. Murray, R.W.
Nero, W. Niven, Thelma Pepper, C. Peterson, B.
Quanrud, R.D. Rafuse, R.N. Randall, B.G. Robinson,
D W Robinson, R.G. Rollings, R.C. Rosche, R.L.
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Splendoria, W.E. Steffen, R.E. Stewart, J. Swanick,
O. Swanick, E. Swenson, R.R. Taylor, L.A. Tripp,
A.K. Trout, M.G. Trump, R.W. Turner, H. Vander
Pol, D.V. Weseloh, D.N. White, N.R. Whitney, R.L
Wright, Mary B. Wyatt. S.D.0.U.—South Dakota
Ornithologists” Union. S.N.H.S.—Saskatoon Natural
History Society, I.0. Rostad.

Note: I wish to thank all observers for the wealth of
information submitted, only a tiny fraction of which
could be mentioned, and for the almost uniform
promptness of submission, setting a record for this
region. This made it possible to give all records to Stan
Shadick, who wrote the account for the passerines in
time for me to write the remainder. There can be few
better examples of devoted, dedicated people from two
countries contributing their talents, time and energy,
often at considerable expense, to a cooperative project
This report summarizes thousands of hours of field
work — and hundreds of hours of tedious desk
work.—C. STUART HOUSTON (with equal-time and
the most tedious work contributed by Mary I
Houston), 863 University Drive, Saskatoon, Sask., STN
0J8.

SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS
/ Frances Williams

The environmental and faunal differences between
the east and west divisions of the Region were espe-
cially evident this spring. In the eastern half there was
so much rainfall that overflowing lakes had no exposed
shorelines. In the western half extreme drought com-
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pletely dried all playa lakes including those at Muleshoe
and Buffalo Lake N. W. R.s. in w. Texas. In the east
contributors carefully listed all the occurrences of
Hermit Thrushes and ignored the abundant Swainson’s
Thrushes; in the west the opposite was true. Mr. Fisher
noted that the 14 species of warblers which nest in the
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‘“‘pineywoods’’ of eastern Texas arrive there in March.
But these same species appeared in the western half of
the Region in late April or early May. About 18 species
of warblers remained to breed along the extreme east-
ern edge of the Region. In the central portion these were
recorded as ““‘uncommon’’ migrants and in the far west
as ‘‘rare vagrants.’’ In the west observers counted 200
Cassin’s Sparrows in one day—east of the 98th me-
ridian a single skylarking Cassin’s Sparrow was con-
sidered noteworthy.

Migration in the Region occurred in one long, action-
filled period Apr. 24-May 19 with a small echo May
24-26. In the east migration was considered ‘‘interest-
ing but not spectacular’” while several western
localities called it *‘phenomenal.”

LOONS THROUGH PELICANS—Common Loons
remained at Tyler, Tex. until Jun 11 (GSm) and Lub-
bock, Tex. until May 11 (DSt., L.C). A Red-necked
Grebe was sighted at Lubbock May 4 (DB, SM).
Horned Grebes occurred as far south as Tarrant Co.,
Tex., Apr. 3 (L&AB) and Lubbock May 4 (D&FG).
Eared Grebes in Payne Co., Okla., Apr. 19, Nacog-
doches May 1 and Lancaster Co., Neb., Apr. 7, 14 &
May 1 were east of their usual range. The only W.
Grebe reported was at Oklahoma City May 18-26.
Pied-billed Grebes were nesting at Oklahoma City and
eight nearly grown young were counted May 22. White
Pelicans migrated across the Region Mar. 31-June 5.
Flocks comprising up to 100 birds were observed at 19
localities. A flock of 1000 visited L. Benbrook, Tarrant
Co., Apr. 12 (L&AB). A Brown Pelican at L. Somer-
ville, Burleson Co., Tex., May 16-18 (m.ob.) provided a
very unusual record for the plains.

CORMORANTS, ANHINGAS—At Sequoyah
N.W.R., Okla., 70 nests of Double-crested Cormorants
were occupied by the end of the period. This is the only
known nesting site of the species in the State. Two
cormorant (sp ?) nests were located in a Great Blue
Heron heronry on the Clay-Archer county line in n.
Texas (J&EK). Migrating Double-crested Cormorants
in larger numbers than usual were sighted at nine
localities. Three Anhinga nests were located at Se-
quoyah N.W.R. Anhingas at L. Palestine, Smith Co.,
Tex., May 27 caused observers to speculate they might
be nesting, as the species does breed in nearby Ander-
son Co.

HERONS & IBIS—The Great Blue Heron heronry
on the Clay-Archer Co. line contained 164 nests. In
Kerr, Co., 14 Great Blue Heron nests contained young
May 22. At Sequoyah N.W.R. a new colony comprised
about 50 Great Blue Heron nests. In McClain Co.,
Okla., 228 herons and egrets (6 species) were counted
Apr. 12, but only one was a Great Blue. Cattle Egrets
are beginning to appear in the trans-Pecos area of w.
Texas, as single birds were sighted during April at Ft.
Davis and the Vieja Ranch south of Valentine. Only
seven contributors reported sightings of Black-
crowned Night Herons, and no observer counted more
than eight individuals. A Yellow-crowned Night Heron
visited Sarpy Co., Neb., May 6-11. A Louisiana Heron
nest in Polk Co., Tex., May 4 is possibly the first
breeding record of the species in the ‘‘pineywoods.”’
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There were only five reports of White-faced Ibis in the
Region. The largest flock comprised 35 birds at L
Marvin, Hemphill Co., Tex., May 7.

WATERFOWL—A Snow Goose which appeared to
be crippled remained in the Davis Mts. a few days 1n
early May. Cinnamon Teal remained until late April at
Oklahoma City, Ft. Worth and Dallas. In Glasscock
Co., Tex. a pair of Green-winged Teal stayed at a
*‘ground tank’’ throughout the period. Both could fly
and would circle the tank when disturbed, but always
returned. There are no nesting records of this species in
any nearby area (LBP). A Com. Goldeneye was sighted
in Lancaster Co., Neb., Apr. 14. An Oldsquaw was
recorded in Comanche Co., Okla, Apr. 15 (RKp). It was
‘‘the best spring ever’’ for Red-breasted Mergansers n
e. Texas. The species was also reported in Wichita &
Tarrant Cos., Tex. and Payne Co., Okla.

HAWKS—A group of 18 Mississippi Kites seen over
Nacogdoches Apr. 22 was the largest number ever n
that part of the state. One Mississippi Kite was sighted
at El Paso May 4. The species was nesting at many
localities by the end of the period. The Sharp-shinned
and Cooper’s Hawks which wintered in the Region
nearly all departed by late March. The only possible
nesting reported was in Kerr Co., where a Cooper’s
Hawk swooped, protesting loudly, over the heads of a
group of birders whenever they approached a particular
area.

The population of Red-shouldered Hawks has n-
creased in c. Texas but remains low elsewhere The
only Broad-winged Hawk flight reported was at
Nacogdoches, where 120 birds a day were noted the
first week in April. No flocks of Swainson’s Hawks of
any size were noted anywhere in the Region and even
single birds were considered noteworthy. Rough-
legged Hawks remained in the Region until mid-April
Muleshoe N.W.R. in w. Texas is possibly the most
southerly nesting site of Ferruginous Hawks 1 the
country. A Black Hawk was sighted in Big Bend Nat’]
Park, Tex., Apr. 2 JDC).

Two Golden Eagle nests were located on the Vieja
Ranch and one in the Davis Mts. Two chicks which
hatched in one of the Viejanests disappeared when they
were about two weeks old. The other nest produced one
chick which met its doom by falling off the ledge where
it was born. Two nestlings in the Davis Mt. nest were
almost ready to fledge at the end of the period (ML) A
pair of Bald Eagles nested at L. Livingston but results
are unknown at this time.

Only 22 Ospreys were sighted in the Region One
flying over L. Somerville May 10 provided a very late
record (AB). Caracaras continue to spread north and
east in Texas. Records this spring came from Limes-
tone, Brown and Navarro Cos. Only three Peregrine
Falcons were sighted in the Region, truly an alarming
report. A few Merlins lingered until mid-May. Ameri-
can Kestrels nested successfully in the Davis Mts and
in Lubbock Co., but several contributors noted that
fewer kestrels than usual were seen in migration

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS—Range fires in the

Davis Mts. burned approximately 80,000 acres this
spring, destroying much habitat of the Montezuma
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Quaill Clay Miller reported seeing numerous Mon-
tezumas while fighting the fires. If these quail begin
wandering seeking unburned areas, they may possibly
be seen more easily by visiting birders. The owners of
the famous King Ranch in s. Texas have bought a
‘“‘spread’’ in trans-Pecos Texas and have stocked it with
Turkeys from the s. Texas ranch. One Turkey has al-
ready been sighted at the nearby Vieja Ranch.

RAILS—A King Rail was killed on a road near
Cache, Okla., May 12. Virginia Rails were found in
Sarpy Co., Apr. 29, Tulsa May 4 and Oklahoma City
May 9 (BCa). Soras were reported in most of the Region
from mid-April until late May but were strangely absent
from Hagerman N.W. R., Tex. Common Gallinules
were sighted in Lancaster Co., Apr. 27 (DGi), Ok-
lahoma City May 15-25, Smith Co., Tex. May 15 and
Hemphill Co., Tex., Apr. 11. A Purple Gallinule at
College Station, Tex., May 17 was trapped and banded
the following week (MH).

SHOREBIRDS—Piping Plovers were observed in
Lancaster Co., Apr. 14 & 27. At Salt Plains N.W.R.,
Okla , Snowy Plovers were common May 11 and two
nests were found (0.0.S.). There were also fair num-
bers 1n Tom Green Co., Tex., and Muleshoe N.W.R.
Two Snowy Plovers in Washington Co., Tex., May 31
provided a new County record (AB, CN). The species
was also noted in McLennan Co., Tex., May 8 and
Comanche Co., Okla., Apr. 5 & 9. A flock of 83 Am.
Golden Plovers was counted at Oklahoma City Apr. 3
(JS) This species was sighted at eight other localities,
all 1n the e. half of the Region.

A Ruddy Turnstone in Washington Co., Tex., May
10 provided a first spring record (AB) and two were
sighted in Lancaster Co., May 18. Flocks of 300-500
Long-billed Curlews were seen at several w. Texas
localities. Whimbrels were noted at Dallas May 18 and
Lubbock May 4. Willets are now common in most of the
Region during spring migration. Several were seen at
Sequoyah N.W.R., Apr. 13-May 22, providing a new
record for the refuge. Fifteen Red Knots visited Se-
quoyah Refuge May 22 and six were noted in Lancaster
Co , May 18. Dunlins were present at Sequoyah Refuge
Apr 14-May 22, Midland, Tex., Apr. 28 (TS]), Tom
Green Co., Apr. 28 (m.ob.) and Washington Co., Tex.,
May 10 (AB). Buff-breasted Sandpipers were noted at
Sequoyah Refuge May 16-20 and Washington Co.,
Tex , May 1. Five Marbled Godwits at Sequoyah Re-
fuge Apr. 10 provided a new Refuge record. This
species was also sighted in Rogers Co., Okla., May 5
(H&DG) and Comanche Co., Okla., Apr. 15 (RKp).
Two Hudsonian Godwits were present in Washington
Co, Tex., May 10 & 17 (AB, CN) and seven were
sighted at Sequoyah Refuge Apr. 25. Unusually large
numbers of this species were counted at two localities:
40 in Osage Co., Okla., May 3 (S&AMM) and 43 in
Comanche Co., Apr. 23 (RKp). A Sanderling collected
near Nacogdoches May 26 was the first specimen from
e Texas. Sanderlings were alsorecorded in Tom Green
Co, Apr. 28 (GGR, KSt), Platte Co., Neb., May 18
(EBen), Lancaster Co., May 18 (EBr) and Wichita Co.,
Tex ,May 1(KZ). Am. Avocets were recorded at seven
localities in the e. half of the Region Apr. 27-May 14 but
were slightly less common than usual in the west.
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GULLS THROUGH SKIMMERS—A Laughing
Gull was sighted at Oklahoma City May 26. Forster’s
Terns were common throughout the Region with a peak
of 265 on Apr. 21 at Hagerman Refuge. Least Terns
were recorded at Dallas May 18, Smith Co., Tex., May
22 & June 6 (GSm), Tom Green Co., Apr. 28 (m.ob.)
and Tulsa, May 7, 13 & 31. Caspian Terns visited
Washington Co., Tex., Apr. 13, May 9-11. Black Terns
appeared in Payne Co. on the very early date March 26.
This species was less common in the Region that usual.
Black Skimmers were seen in Washington Co., Tex.,
May 10 & 29 (AB, CN), representing the first record at
that locality since October, 1956.

DOVES THROUGH GOATSUCKERS—A Ground
Dove fed with some Mourning Doves at Buffalo Lake
N.W.R., Tex., May 15 (PF). Black-billed Cuckoos
were sighted at only four localities, but were somewhat
more common in Lancaster Co. & Johnson Co., Kans.
than last year. Only three contributors reported on
Barn Owls. The appearance of this species on the Blue
List makes it urgent for observers to forward all sight-
ings of this ‘‘common’’ species to area reporters. A
small colony of Burrowing Owls was located at Dodge
City, and two individuals moved into a prairie dog town
in a city park at Lawton, Okla. In the Midland area
Burrowing Owls have become so abundant and so
adapted to living among people that they hunt every
evening in the vicinity of several lighted baseball
diamonds. A local pet shop offered juvenile Burrowing
Owls for sale, but steps have been taken to stop this
(ME). Long-eared Owls were observed at Buffalo Lake
Refuge Apr. 7 (KSe). A @ Chuck-will’s-widow was
carefully identified at Buffalo Lake Refuge Apr. 2
(KSe). A Whip-poor-will was heard in Miami Co.,
Kans. on the early date Apr. 11. A flock of 17 migrating
Com. Nighthawks was seen in the middle of the after-
noon at Nacogdoches May 22.

HUMMINGBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
—A large ¢ hummingbird believed to be a Blue-
throated Hummingbird remained at a feeder in El Paso
May 3-10. It was photographed but no professional
identification is available at this time. Two Pileated
Woodpeckers were observed at Hagerman N.W.R.,
Apr. 4. The Red-bellied Woodpecker which wintered at
Midland remained until Apr. 7 (TSJ). A Red-headed
Woodpecker at Vieja Ranch May 26 was far south of its
normal range. A Lewis’ Woodpecker which wintered in
Stephens Co., Okla., remained until Mar. 31. A
Ladder-backed Woodpecker was seen several miles
east of Hagerman Refuge May 21. Most recent observa-
tions of this species in the Hagerman area have been in
the fall and winter.

FLYCATCHERS—Small flocks of 20-30 E. King-
birds were seen continually flying northward May 10
over Nacogdoches. Kansas observers noted that
Scissor-tailed Flycatchers were somewhat reduced in
numbers this spring but in w. Texas the population was
much improved over the past three years. A Great
Crested Flycatcher in Tom Green Co., Apr. 8 was west
of its usual range (CCW). Mrs. Stankewitz in Iowa
Park, Tex. is another birder who has been successful in
attracting Ash-throated Flycatchers to nesting boxes.
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Eastern Phoebes nested in Howard Co., Tex. for the
first time and fledged four young June 1. A Say’s
Phoebe was observed in Osage Co., May 5 (EH).
Yellow-bellied Flycatchers were seen and heard in Tar-
rant Co., May 17, Nacogdoches May 27 and Johnson
Co., Kans., May 30. Observers not yet confident of
their ability to distinguish the calls of Willow and Alder
Flycatchers may derive some help from Mr. Haller’s
observation that at Hagerman Refuge Willow
Flycatchers pass through the first half of May and Alder
Flycatchers the last half. An E. Wood Pewee was seen
and heard at Tulsa on the very early date March 8 (YT).
Vermilion Flycatchers were reported in McClain Co.,
Okla., Apr. 6 (EBer), Lubbock Co., Apr. 19 (KR) and
Wichita Co., Apr. 6 & May 11.

SWALLOWS THROUGH NUTHATCHES—At
Sequoyah Refuge Bank Swallows appeared to be hav-
ing their second consecutive successful nesting season.
There were no previously reported successful nestings
in Oklahoma. Observers in Lubbock who look regret-
fully at Purple Martins passing through their city may
may be encouraged by the fact that a colony of martins
established in Big Spring only three years ago this year
hatched nine young. Barn Swallows have increased in
numbers at Ft. Worth each year since 1968. Black-
billed Magpies are well established in riparian habitat at
Dodge City and in Brown Co., Neb. Observers who
sighted a Brown Jay in Dallas June 1 speculated that it
may have been an escaped cage bird (HN, TSMcD). A
spring count at Ft. Worth produced a ten year high total
of 354 Carolina Chickadees. Verdins had nested suc-
cessfully at two localities in Wichita Co., Tex. and one
site in Lubbock Co. by the end of the period. Red-
breasted Nuthatches lingered as late as Apr. 18 at Vieja
Ranch, Apr. 23 in Lancaster Co., May 4 in Lubbock,
May 14 in Omaha.

WRENS AND MIMICS—A Winter Wren was seen
at Vieja Ranch on the late date May 5. Observers in the
Region disagree as to the status of Bewick’s Wrens. In
Kansas there is general agreement that the wrens are
much reduced in numbers. In Oklahoma the sentiment
is to remove the species from the Biue List. Con-
tributors in the Dallas-Ft. Worth area state that
Bewick’s Wrens are improving slightly, but still much
lower than ten years ago. Other Texas reporters see no
cause for alarm. Carolina Wrens continue to be re-
ported from the w. edge of the Region, usually in urban
habitats. A Rock Wren was banded at the Mery resi-
dence in Bartlesville, Okla., May 23. A Mockingbird
appeared in Lancaster Co., Apr. 25. Gray Catbirds
were more common than usual in the Nacogdoches area
and were observed as far west as Glasscock Co., Tex.
(M.N.). Muleshoe N.W.R. is one of the few localities in
the w. third of the Region where Brown Thrashers nest.
In trans-Pecos Texas Crissal Thrashers are very scarce
and elusive; the owners of Vieja Ranch were happy to
have one spend April and May near the ranch house.

THRUSHES THROUGH SHRIKES—Wood
Thrushes arrived in the €. part of the Region the last
week in April but one or more off-course individuals at
Midland were observed Mar. 25, Apr. 8 & 12 (TSJ). A
Gray-cheeked Thrush at Ft. Worth May 2 was the first

820

report there in many years (MP). Gray-cheekeds were
also noted in Lancaster Co., May 9 & 15 and Johnson
Co., Kans., Apr. 27 & May 8. Veeries arrived at Tyler
May 1, Waco May 4, Johnson Co. May 14 and Sarpy
Co., May 15. In Wichita Co., E. Bluebirds nested suc-
cessfully in five houses. The only Townsend’s Solitaire
of the period was at Midland Apr. 5-15 (TSJ). Golden-
crowned Kinglets remained at Ft. Worth until May §
Ruby-crowned Kinglets were still present in Lubbock
in late May. Sprague’s Pipits were discovered at Okla-
homa City Apr. 4 (BCa). Cedar Waxwings were mostly
absent in late winter and only a few flocks were noted n
April. Six Phainopeplas were counted near El Paso
May 4. Loggerhead Shrikes were present in Lancaster,
Miami & Linn Cos. in good numbers. At Ft. Worth a
count of 71 Shrikes May 4 was the highest one day
count in ten years.

VIREOS—Kerr Co., Tex. is the place to see Black-
capped Vireos. On Apr. 7 along FM 479 between In-
gram and Harper the Muellers saw 15 of this normally
elusive species. On Apr. 27 Bob & Judy Mason’s yard
in Ingram was visited by at least a dozen Black-capped
Vireos. This species was also common at Meridian
State Park in Bosque Co., Tex. and was sighted at Ft
Worth May 4, Parker Co. Tex, May 19 (PA, MB), Tom
Green Co., Apr. 28-May 4.

Bell’s Vireos have not been listed as breeding buds in
the ‘‘pineywoods’” but this spring a small area near
Nacogdoches was discovered to contain three or four
pairs. Kansas observers noted that Bell’s Vireos were
very scarce this year. The spring count at Ft Worth
produced only one Bell’s Vireo, the fewest in ten years
Yellow-throated Vireos were abundant in Kerr &
Bosque Cos. but were reported at only two other
localities: Lubbock, Apr. 25 (A&DB et al.) and Tulsa
May 21 (E&KH). Philadelphia Vireos were sighted at
nine localities, mostly in mid-May . Mid-April reports of
this species are possibly mis-identifications.

WARBLERS—At El Paso the attraction of flowering
mesquites for migrating warblers was emphasized
when 19 species were recorded during the blooming
period of these trees/shrubs. Not only the traditional
western species were seen but also numerous eastern
ones including some rarely recorded west of the 100th
meridian. A Prothonotary Warbler at El Paso May 8
was out-of-range and out-of-habitat as were several at
Lubbock Apr. 17, 24 & May 15. In Linn Co., Kans a
bluebird box occupied by Prothonotary Warblers con-
tained seven eggs May 19. A Worm-eating Warbler was
noted in Johnson Co., Kans. May 16-17. Golden-
winged Warblers appeared in good numbers east of the
98th meridian Apr. 29-May 17. Blue-winged Warblers
were recorded in Osage Co., May 5 and Wichita Co
May 6. Tennessee Warblers were unusually abundant
in the east but did not stray west. Anamazing number of
Nashville Warblers were seen throughout; they came
early and stayed late. Virginia’s Warblers at Lubbock
May 4, 14 & 15 provided a new County record. Lucy’s
Warblers were seen at Vieja Ranch May 17 and El Paso
May 4. Northern Parulas were noted in Sarpy Co , May
S, Douglas Co., Neb., May 12, Johnson Co., Kans ,
Apr. 15 & 26, Wichita Co., Tex., Apr. 13. An Ohve
Warbler was studied closely for about 30 minutes at El
Paso May 4 (S&LS).
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DENDROICA WARBLERS— Magnolia Warblers
crossed the Region in good numbers May 11-27. One at
Lubbock Apr. 21 was very early and another at Midland
May 26 provided a new County record (DL, GP). A
Black-throated Blue Warbler was seen at Buffalo Lake
N.W.R., Tex., May 12 (KSe). A Black-throated Gray
Warbler at Lubbock May 4 provided a new County
record (A&DB). The only Townsend’s Warbler sighted
was at El Paso May 4. Black-throated Green Warblers
were noted in most areas May 4-26 but one appeared at
Buffalo Lake Refuge Apr. 21 (KSe). Golden-cheeked
Warblers arrived in the Kerrville area Mar. 9 and were
still singing and conspicuous at the end of the period. A
Hermit Warbler was sighted at El Paso May 4. A
Cerulean Warbler was reported in Johnson Co., Kans.,
May 18 & 24. Blackburmian Warblers were sighted only
in the e. half of the Region but were common there May
8-27. Yellow-throated Warblers were noted in
Washington Co., Okla., Apr. 7, Tulsa Apr. 14 & 20, and
Ft. Worth (no date given). Grace’s Warbler was sighted
at El Paso May 4. Chestnut-sided Warblers were pres-
ent throughout the Region May 7-26 and provided anew
County record at Lubbock May 14 & 18. Bay-breasted
Warblers migrated along the e. edge of the Region Apr.
27-May 19, with a few straying as far west as Randall
Co., May 26 (NE) and Sherman Apr. 27-May 4. Black-
poll Warblers were common in the east Apr. 22-May 26
and were located as far west as Archer Co., Tex., May 4
(KZ) and Midland Apr. 25 & May 3. A Pine Warbler
was observed in Osage Co. May 27. Prairie Warblers
were sighted in Cleveland Co., Apr. 26 and Lancaster
Co., May 19. A Palm Warbler at Buffalo L. Refuge May
19 constituted a third record there (KSe). One was also
noted in Lancaster Co., May 18.

MORE WARBLERS—An Ovenbird at Midland
Apr. 25-27 provided the first record since 1966. Other
sightings were in Washington Co., Okla., May 5 and
Johnson Co., Kans., May 14. Northern Waterthrushes
traversed the Region Apr. 10-May 16. A Connecticut
Warbler was noted in Sarpy Co., May 17. A late Mourn-
ing Warbler was seen at Hagerman Refuge June 2. A
Hooded Warbler at Denison, Tex., Apr. 27 provided a
new County record (KWH). This species was also re-
corded at Amarillo, Apr. 30, Lubbock, May 10, John-
son Co., Apr. 30 and Washington Co., Okla., May 5.
Canada Warblers moved across the e. half of the Region
in good numbers May 12-25.

ICTERIDS AND TANAGERS—Bobolinks were
seen in Creek Co., Okla. in mid-May and near Nacog-
doches May 2. Great-tailed Grackles were sighted in
Nowata Co., Okla., May 4 (JCu). At Lubbock this
species was common and was assumed to be nesting.
Bronzed Cowbirds were noted at Kerrville Apr. 13. A
W. Tanager was seen at Fort Worth May 4. Scarlet
Tanagers were recorded at Fort Davis May 14, Buffalo
Lake N.W.R., May 12, Tyler May 11, Tulsa May 12 and
Sarpy Co., May 5.

FRINGILLIDS—On May 1, 50 Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks were counted at Nacogdoches and the
species was common throughout the region during the
period. New County records of this species were pro-
vided at Howard Co., May 11 and Tom Green Co., Apr.
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28. Black-headed Grosbeaks at Waco Apr. 14,22 & 29
constituted a new County record, and another was
sighted at Salt Plains N.W.R., Okla., May 11. A @
Indigo Bunting which wintered in Lubbock left Apr. 26
when the spring migrants passed through. A Lazuli
Bunting in Archer Co., May 4 constituted a new County
record (KZ). An unmistakable 3 Varied Bunting at a
Lubbock feeder Apr. 21 also provided a new locality
record (DSt et al.) A single Evening Grosbeak was
observed at Dodge City May 11-16.

Pine Siskins were abundant throughout the Region in
April with many observers reporting flocks comprising
200 or more birds. Red Crossbills remained in Lancas-
ter Co. until May 15. Green-tailed Towhees were abun-
dant in w. Texas and were recorded as far east as
Wichita Co., Apr. 27-May 27 and Dallas, Apr. 6. Lark
Buntings were sighted in Platte Co., Neb., May 19
(EBen) and Alfalfa Co., Okla., May 11. Singing &
Henslow’s Spartrows were observed in Washington
Co., Okla., Apr. 26, May 1& 6. A Sharp-tailed Sparrow
collected near Nacogdoches May 3 was the first e.
Texas specimen. Cassin’s Sparrows were sighted at
Hagerman Refuge May 4-23, Alfalfa Co., May 11, Tar-
rant Co., Apr. 30. A Gray-headed Junco in Wichita Co.,
Apr. 8 provided a new County record. A Black-chinned
Sparrow visited an Amarillo back yard Apr. 26 (RR et
al.) A Golden-crowned Sparrow present Apr. 3-22ina
back yard in College Station, Tex. was photographed
by Al Barr. Dozens of birders viewed this individual
from less than 12 feet. This was only the second record
of the species from east of the 100th meridian in Texas,
the first being two specimens collected in 1883.

Golden-crowned Sparrow, College Station, Texas,
Apr. 3-22, 1974 | Al Barr

CONTRIBUTORS—Nebraska: Esther Bennett,
Lancaster & Brown Cos.; Melba Wigg, Sarpy & Doug-
las Cos.; Kansas: Ivan L. Boyd, Baldwin; Joan
Challans, Dodge City; Earl McHugh, Miami & Lin
Cos.; Mary Louise Myers, Johnson Co. Oklahoma: Ella
Delap, Washington, Osage & Rogers Cos.; Polly
Keating, Tulsa; Robert M. LaVal, s.e. counties; Zella
Moorman, Payne Co.; Janet McGee & Jack D. Tyler,
s.w. counties; John G. Newell, Oklahoma City; Phil
Norton, Sequoyah N.W.R.; Grace E. Ray, Cleveland &
McClain Cos. Texas: Peggy Acord, Panhandle; Keith A.
Arnold, Brazos, Washington & Burleson Cos.; Lillian
M. Brown, McLennan Co.; Pansy Espy & Jody Miller,
Jeff Davis & Presidio Cos.; Charles Dean Fisher, e.
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Texas; Karl W. Haller, Hagerman N.W.R. & Sherman;
Terry Makwell, Tom Green Co.; Sharon Menaul, Lub-
bock; Kay & Ernest Mueller, Kerrville; Hazel Nichols,
Dallas; L.B. Paul, Big Spring & Howard Co.; Midge
Randolph, Ft. Worth & Tarrant Co.; O.C. Sheffield,
Tyler & Smith Co.; Layfette Stankewitz, Wichita &
Archer Cos.; Geth White, El Paso.

INITIALED OBSERVERS—Reports from 103 ad-
ditional observers not cited were used in summarizing
events of the period.) Rose Anderson, Al Barr, Landon
& Ada Beaver, Elizabeth Bergey, Al & Donna Bjel-
land, Elsie Bray, Margaret Broday, Brad Carlton, Joel
D. Citron, Lance Clemmons, Joe Cullen, Nancy El-
liott, Midge Erskine, Paul Ferguson, Daryl Giblin,
Howard & Dotty Goard, Don & Florence Gum, Mike
Hanson, Elizabeth & Kenneth Hayes, Elizabeth Hicks,
T. S. Jones, Rod Kemper, John & Erma Kibler, Dick
Ledbetter, Mike Lockhart, T.S. McDonald, Sophia &
A.M. Mery, Midland Naturalists, Cal Newman, Okla-
homa Ormnithological Society, Margaret Parker, Geor-
gia Porter, Geral G. Raun, Rena Ross. Kent Rylander,
Susanne & Luis Santaella, Kenneth Seyffert, John
Shackford, Gerald Smith, Darleen Stevens, Ken Stin-
nett, Yula Thomas, C.C. Wiedenfeld, Kathleen
Zinn.—FRANCES WILLIAMS, 3307 Neely, Midland,
TX 79701.

SOUTH TEXAS REGION
/ Fred S. Webster, Jr.

The generally warm, dry weather of February and
March continued through most of April and May. The
first two weeks of May broke the drought pattern with
widespread showers and thunderstorms. The upper
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coast, as usual, remained in best condition for mois-
ture, while deep South Texas, as usual, remained defi-
cient in rainfall. Mild weather in late winter and early
spring stimulated plant growth well ahead of schedule;
this was especially apparent in northern portions of the
Region. Scarcity of big migrant pile-ups was blamed on
the absence of strong cold fronts during April and May.
Generally, bird numbers in coastal areas were below
normal, while the migration at inland localities was
characterized as poor. Migration probably was on
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schedule. although a notable number of early dates
was recorded on the upper coast, and some late strag-
glers were of interest elsewhere. In studying the cap-
sule version of migration presented in this report, the
reader should bear in mind that coverage has been
expanded significantly on the upper coast and findings
reported in some detail; if an imbalance in treatment of
the various areas seems to exist, this is the explanation.
Feltner submitted results of a census made in an iso-
lated grove of salt cedars, Tamarix aphylla, a veritable
migrant ‘‘trap’’ near the beach on w. Galveston I.
Counts were made in late afternoon by a number of
observers, their efforts indicative of the rising interest
in serious study of migration patterns. The locality is
designated *‘San Luis Pass’ in this report.

Emanuel noted a continuing increase in numbers of
certain key eastern migrants—Cape May, Black-
throated Blue and Blackpoll Warblers, and Bobo-
links—in recent springs, and suggested a slight shift in
prevailing winds to more easterly as the probable
cause. These species have been seen in greatest num-
bers on the upper coast where increased coverage un-
doubtedly is a factor of some weight, but particularly in
regard to the Cape May Warbler, the eastern influence
was felt farther west this spring.

The high point of the season in Corpus Christi, Rock-
port and adjacent areas was a stalled migration of water
and land birds May 2-6, following heavy rains (KM).
Possibly related, at least time-wise, was a tragedy at sea
some time during this period, as evidenced by some
5000 bird carcasses washed up on Galveston I. beaches
May 7 and 8. More than thirty-two species were iden-
tified; 62 per cent of the total were passerines (including
flycatchers, thrushes, warblers and blackbirds), 23 per
cent shorebirds, 8 per cent terns, and the remainder
Blue-winged Teal (3 birds), rails, gallinules, gulls,
skimmers, cuckoos and nighthawks. The remains were
found along the entire length of the island, with concen-
trations up to 47 birds per 0.1 mile. On May § a sudden
storm from the north had struck the upper coast with
high winds and thundershowers. Two tornados touched
ground on Bolivar Pen., e. of Galveston 1. Prevailing
winds continued northerly on May 5 and 6, switching to
s.e. by May 7. Bird carcasses were partially decom-
posed, suggesting that they had been in the water for
about two days. For four days preceding the storm of
May 5, prevailing southerly breezes and absence of
precipitation had provided good flying weather. (From
report to Smithsonian Institution, Center for Short-
Lived Phenomena, by Kirke A. King).

LOONS, ANHINGAS, FRIGATEBIRDS—An
Arctic Loon was discovered in the Rockport Yacht
Basin Apr. 1. Here it remained, in close company witha
Com. Loon, until the last of the month when both
moved farther out into the channel and were last seen
May 11 (DNW ¢t al.; photographed JS). A flight of 250
Anbhingas stayed overnight on Santa Ana N.W.R., Apr.
11 (WAS). Two very early Magnificent Frigatebirds
appeared over the bay at Aransas N.W.R., Apr. 10(MB
& GS).

TREE DUCKS—A concentration of about 350

Black-bellied Tree Ducks in aflooded field near Falfur-
rias Apr. 14 is noteworthy for numbers (OCB). Eight
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were seen at the Austin sewage ponds Apr. 20 (JA &
IGD), a rare occurrence at this latitude. A good
offshore migration of Fulvous Tree Ducks was reported
from Padre Island Nat’l Seashore in late April (REM et
al.). Peak count from the upper coast was 100+ near
Anahuac N.W.R., May 9 (VLE & JW).

HAWKS—An imm. Swallow-tailed Kite was present
at Austin sewage ponds Apr. 28-May 5 (RAR et al.).
Several good flights of Mississippi Kites were recorded
at Santa Ana Ref., one of the largest totaling around 250
birds Apr. 20 (WAS). A ? Everglade Kite was identified
6 mi. s. of Port Lavaca, Calhoun Co., in late afternoon
of Apr. 26 as it hovered over open fields. It was well
described by observers with previous acquaintance
with the species (HRH & JAL). Broad-winged Hawk
migration was ‘‘about average’’ at Santa Ana Ref.,
Mar. 19 through April, with an estimated total of about
15,000 birds (WAS). Hawks streamed northward over
Corpus Christi during the morning and at least part of
the afternoon of Mar. 28. Movement was on a wide
front and apparently represented a major flight (CMc,
fide KM). On the following day, one observer counted
1600+ Broad-wingeds moving northward over Hous-
ton (JH).

S A

James Tucker recorded a remarkable flight
which he encountered while driving from Pre-
mont to Alice on U.S. 281, between 9 and 10
a.m., Apr. 3. ““As far as I could see in any direc-
tion from the highway for 30 miles, Broad-
winged Hawks were leaving the mesquite and
rising to join small groups of six to ten birds.
Each of the smaller groups grew and joined with
others—all swirling in a counter-clockwise di-
rection. All groups and individuals gravitated
toward even larger kettles, creating finally a
gigantic vortex of thousands of Broad-wings. It
was impossible to estimate their number realisti-
cally, but I would guess there were close to
75,000 hawks in the air, not counting those
which had not yet left the trees, and there was an
increasing stream of birds upward from the trees
to the limit of vision. One of the largest
kettles—a sight resembling a slowly twisting
tornado of birds with the diameter narrowing at
the bottom and trailing off to the west—must
have numbered well over 15,000 hawks and was
growing in proportions as additional birds rose
to join. Beyond Alice there was a stretch of 25
miles more where kettles ranging from 50 to 300
Broad-wingeds 'each were visible at all times.”’
(JAT). Curiously, there is no clue as to further
progress of this great flight.

At Houston, 10,000+ Broad-wings were observed
from one locality between 3:30 and 4:30 p.m., Apr. 11
(MA). A late migrating Osprey was seen at Anahuac
Ref., May 21 (RWC).

CRANES, RAILS—Forty-seven adult and two

young Whooping Cranes arrived at Aransas Ref. last
fall. One young remained unaccounted for after Nov.
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13. A major portion of the wintering flock, 35 birds,
migrated northward between the censuses of Apr. 3 and
9. From Apr. 23 into June, a single adult remained on
the refuge. This bird ‘‘appears to be jn good health and
is a strong flyer’” (EFJ). A Yellow Rail was seen at
Anahuac Ref., May 2, a late date (RWC).

SHOREBIRDS—Four early Am. Golden Plovers
were seen at Falcon Dam Mar. 1 (AW). A high count of
150+ was made in the Houston area Mar. 9 (FC &
DHH), and good counts were reported through the
remainder of March. A Surfbird was discovered on the
beach two mi. n. of the boundary of Padre Island N.S.,
Apr. 13 (REM); photographs were obtained (BAF &
REM). One previous observation of this species in
Texas, also substantiated by photographs, was made at
the Port Aransas jetty Apr. 1-12, 1951. An estimated

Surfbird, Padre Island f\"'.S-.,::S:eé'oml substantiated
record for Texas. Apr. 13, 1974 | Richard E. McCament

1000 Ruddy Turnstones were seen on N. Padre I., Apr.
27 (KM). Red Knots were abundant (2000+) in the
same area Apr. 22-24 (KM, DNW). Rice fields near
Anahuac furnished these high counts on May 9: 400+
Pectoral Sandpipers, 800+ White-rumped Sandpipers,
and 2000+ Dunlins (VLE & JW). Early White-rumped
Sandpipers were seen at Galveston Mar. 31 (RDa & PI).
Baird’s Sandpipers, rare on the upper coast, were seen
at Galveston Apr. 25 (VLE & TBF). Stilt Sandpipers
reached a peak of 500 at Anahuac Ref. at mid-May
(RWC). An estimated 100+ Buff-breasted Sandpipers
were found in w. Harris County May 5 (FC). Hudsonian
Godwits were reported in possibly unprecedented
numbers Apr. 27-May 9; they were attracted to flooded
rice fields such as in the Anahuac area where a single
party high count of 318 was made May 2 (TBF & DHH).
Flooded rice fields in s. Calhoun County held mul-
titudes of shorebirds May 2-5 following heavy rains; an
enthusiastic comment regarding godwits was
‘‘thousands in full breeding plumage’’ (KM). A single
Hudsonian Godwit on May 2 gave Santa Ana Ref. anew
bird for the record book (WAS). A Northern Phalarope
and 200+ Wilson’s were at San Antonio’s Mitchell L.,
May 11 (AH & GBH).

JAEGERS, TERNS—Three jaegers, probably one

Pomarine and two Parasitic, were harassing gulls in the
wake of a shrimp boat 200-300 yards offshore, midway
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between Galveston and Sabine Pass Mar. 17 (VLE). A
Roseate Tern was seen on Bolivar flats Apr. 27 (REC,
HN et al.). A Black Tern was seen at Galveston Mar. 27
(VLE & TBF), apparently the earliest on record for the
upper coast. Peak numbers, 9000 est.,, were an Anahuac
Ref. in mid-May (RWC).

GOATSUCKERS, HUMMINGBIRDS—Whip-
poor-wills were seen in San Antonio Mar. 20-21 (AH &
GBH; JAM). Several Lesser Nighthawks were reported
at San Luis Pass May 7-18. Various observers de-
scribed the species satisfactorily but no calls were
heard. Two Buff-bellied Hummingbirds were observed
at Rockport May 2 (EA, CJ & AS).

COTINGAS, FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS—A
Rose-throated Becard was seen regularly in headquar-
ters area at Santa Ana Ref. for two weeks in early
March (WAS). Two very early E. Kingbirds were seen
near Sabine Pass Mar. 16 (VLE). By mid-April this
species was in good numbers along the upper coastline
and remained thus well into May. A sizeable northward
movement was observed on N. Padre I., May 23 (BAF,
REM). A Gray Kingbird was found on w. Galveston .,
Apr. 24 (PDB & HGS). Stevenson’s photographs are
believed to be the first such evidence for this species in
Texas. Empidonax flycatchers and E. Wood Pewees
were reported in far fewer numbers than usual. Earliest
Purple Martins reported were at Alice Jan. 24 (fide
TSW), Austin Jan. 28 (RAR), and San Antonio Jan. 31
(RDu).

o

Gray Kingbird, Galveston, 1., Texas, Apr. 24, 1974.
First substantiated record for Texas | H.G. Stevenson

CATBIRDS, THRUSHES, KINGLETS—Counts of
Gray Catbirds and thrush species generally were down
from recent years. Highest reported count of the cat-
bird was 35 at High I. May 2 (TBF & DHH). A
Clay-colored Robin remained at Santa Ana-Ref.
throughout the season (WAS). A Varied Thrush was
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present in mid-town Corpus Christi Apr. 4-6, visiting a
bird bath in late afternoon (fide KM). April 16 was a
very good day for the Wood Thrush on the upper coast;
50 at High I. and 25 in the Sabine Pass area (FC, VLE &
JW). A Hermit Thrush at High 1. May 2 was thought to
be latest ever (TBF). Highest counts for Gray-cheeked
Thrush, 35, and Veery, 25, were made at San Luis Pass
on the afternoon of May 7 (TBF ez al.). A record late
Ruby-crowned Kinglet was at San Luis Pass May 11-12
(TBF et al.).

VIREOS, WARBLERS—Most abundant migrant in
the High 1. area Mar. 27 was the Yellow-throated Vireo,
80+ (DD, VLE & TBF). A Yellow-green Vireo was
reported on Bolivar Pen., Apr. 26 (BK, HN et al.).
Some warbler species peak counts, by order of date,
follow. On Mar. 16, 53 Black-and-white (in salt cedars
along the beach), 96 N. Parula, and 12 Palm Warblers
(in one grove of trees at Sabine Pass) were seen be-
tween Sabine Pass and Bolivar (DD, VLE & TBF). On
Mar. 27, 19 Prothonotary, 60 Worm-eating, and 50
Hooded Warblers were at High 1. (VLE & TBF). High
counts were scarce in April, but early May was more
productive; again, only a few species were reported
abundant on any one day. May S was good for 55
Tennessee and 23 Black-throated Green Warblers in
the vicinity of Goose Island S.P. (CWE), and for 25
Yellow Warblers at Galveston (TBF & EM). May 6 was
notable for Magnolia (see under Magnolia Warbler}), 50
Chestnut-sided (MA & AF), 50 Bay-breasted Warblers
(VLE), and 80 Am. Redstarts (MA & AF) at High 1.
May 10 featured 20 Blackburnian Warblers at High 1.
(MJ & PJ), a season high, and a notable six at Beeville
(AHG). May 11 was Canada Warbler day with 34+ at
High L. (VLE). A Worm-eating Warbler was recorded
at Santa Ana Ref., Apr. 21 (WAS). An Olive-backed
Warbler was seen about 50 mi. n. of Raymondyville,
Willacy Co., Apr. 24 (ELC et al.). The Magnolia appar-
ently was the most abundant warbler observed on the
upper coast this season. Peak period was May 6-12,
with single party counts of 100 on May 6, 11&12. A late
male was present at the ranger station on Padre Island
N.S., June 1-2 (REM). A total of 12 Cape May Warblers
were recorded at High I. and Galveston Apr. 13-May 7.
Single birds were reported at Corpus Christi in mid-
April (HK, fide KM), the Flour Bluff section of Corpus
Christi May 10 (REM), and Port Aransas May 1 (LT,
fide KM). One was photographed at San Antonio Apr.
21 (AH & GBH). Peak movement of the once scarce
Blackpoll Warbler was noted on the upper coast Apr.
25-May 2. High counts were 15 each at High 1. Apr. 30
(VLE, AF & NMS) and May 2 (TBF & DHH). A few
individuals were seen at Corpus Christi (KM) and
Rockport (CJ) during this period. Ovenbirds were
apparently in much smaller numbers than usual. A
Connecticut Warbler was reported at San Antonio Apr.
25 (AH). A Mourning Warbler was in salt cedars at San
Luis Pass May 15 (TBF, EM & DHH). MacGillivray’s
Warbler was seen at Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley S.P.,
Apr. 27(ELC et al.), and two were at San Antonio May
9 (AH).

BOBOLINKS, ORIOLES, TANAGERS—Two 343
Bobolinks were seen at Austin May 10 (RAR). Orchard
Orioles were common on the upper coast Apr. 16 but
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otherwise did not attract attention. Following a
thunderstorm, passerine migrants swarmed over N.
Padre 1. and Mustang I. on the morning of May 1.
Details are lacking, but an estimated 5000 N. Orioles
were reported (LT, fide KM). A Western Tanager was
killed by a car at San Juan, Hidalgo Co., Apr. 7(CMa).
One was seen at San Luis Pass May 7(FC, HE, VLE &
TBF). Nineteen Scarlet Tanagers at High I. and Bolivar
Apr 27 (MF & TBF) was a season high.

FRINGILLIDS—Grosbeaks and buntings were
below normal. A Lazuli Bunting was seen in San
Antonio Apr. 25 (AH). Hundreds of Dickcissels were
attracted to a wheat field near Falfurrias Apr. 21 (OCB).
A pair of late Pine Siskins was at Austin May 6 (FSW).
A pair of Olive Sparrows was seen and heard singing
near Rockport Mar. 23 and 27; one was seen at this site
about 10 years ago (DNW). An unusually heavy move-
ment of Lark Buntings occurred in the Beeville area
Mar 18-Apr. 11, with 1000 and 500, respectively, on the
extreme dates (JJJ). Three late Lincoln Sparrows were
at San Luis Pass May 11 (VLE et al.).

CONTRIBUTORS AND OBSERVERS—Dr.
Richard O. Albert, Ella Anderson, James Anderson,
Margaret Anderson, Dr. P. D. Beach, Mr. and Mrs. O.
C Bone, Maril Brown, Edward L. Chalif, Russel W.
Clapper, Dr. Ralph E. Clearman, Fred Collins, Richard
Davis (RDa), James G. Denham, Dave DeSante,
Robert Duncan (RDu), Charles W. Easley, Victor L.
Emanuel, Homer Eschbaugh, Bruce A. Fall, Marie
Feltner, T. Ben Feltner, Ann Follis, Mrs. A. H. Geisel-
brecht, Adele Harding, Gerald B. Harding, Dan H.
Hardy, Bill Harwell, Jean Harwell, Mr. and Mrs.
Harold R. Holt, Margaret Jones, Paul Jones, Charlotte
Johnson, E. F. Johnson, Mrs. J. J. Jordan, Hilda
Kaigler, Bryan Kelly, Kirke A. King, James A. Lane,
Cruz Martinez (CMa), Richard E. McCamant,
Catherine McCarty (CMc), Kay McCracken, Elric
McHenry, James A. Middleton, Hazel Nichols, Rose
Ann Rowlett, Adelaide Schumacher, W. Dennis Shep-
ler, Wayne A. Shifflett, Grace Snyder, H. G. Steven-
son, Jerry B. Strickling, Nancy M. Strickling, Jimmy
Swartz, James A. Tucker, Leonabelle Turnbull,
George A. Unland, Doris N. Winship, James Wolsten-
croft, Terry S. Word, Alan Wormington. —FRED S.
WEBSTER, JR., 4926 Strass Drive, Austin, Texas
78731.

NORTHWESTERN CANADA REGION
/ Wayne Neily

This was a ‘‘normal’’ spring phenologically, with
mean temperatures for April and May at Whitehorse
(33° and 43° F. resp.) being both within 1.5° of the
33-year average. It seemed late only by comparison
with last year’s early one. April was extremely dry, but
May compensated by being the wettest on record at
Whitehorse (1.08 inches). This varied over the Region,
however: Haines Junction had a more normal 0.34” of
precipitation in May, with almost none in April. There
were no major windstorms reported, so this Region’s
first spring migration report should represent a fairly
typical season.

Volume 28, Number 4

Coverage of the settled parts of the region was much
better this time. To minimize repetition of initials, un-
less otherwise indicated, observers are: in the
Dawson-Dempster Highway-Klondike Hwy. areas,
Karel Sars; in the Beaver Creek area, Maria and Heid1
Ledergerber; in the Whitehorse area, Dave Mossop; in
the Teslin area, Dan and Patricia Denison; and in the
Kluane area (including Haines Junction), the regional
editor.

LOONS, GREBES—Two Com. Loons at Schwatka
L. near Whitehorse May 11 were the earliest reported
(D&SH,WN); Arctic and Red-throated Loons both ap-
peared within 4 days, the latter May 13 near Dawson,
and the former on May 15 in sloughs along the Klondike
and Dawson Highways. The grebes were a little earlier,
the Horned arriving in the Whitehorse area May 7
(MHo), and the Red-necked near Dawson on May 9. By
May 15, both were well-distributed around the Territ-
ory.

WATERFOWL—Most waterfowl arrived in mid-
April, with the peak being from Apr. 24-May 8 for
swans, geese, and ‘‘puddle ducks,”” and about a week
later for most diving ducks. Many seemed to follow the
two great SE-NW valleys across the region, the Shak-
wak and Tintina Trenches, with the Whitehorse Trough
Yukon R. as another major route.

First swans (sp.) were two seen Apr. 14 heading S ()
over the Yukon R. at Whitehorse (HH). Lake Laberge
being still frozen, they may have been returning to the
usual (but unreported) staging area in the Tagish- Atlin
region. These, as well as some over the Faro area
(Tintina Trench) Apr. 20 (LW), were probably Whis-
tling Swans, but the first posidents of that species were
in the Shakwak Trench (Haines Junction-Kluane area)
Apr. 24 (DM,WS). The largest flock reported was 41
over Whitehorse May 3 (D&SH). Trumpeter Swans
(two) appeared at the s. end of Kluane L. Apr. 16 (CH),
and in the Whitehorse area Apr. 18.

Canada Geese first appeared in the Shakwak Trench,
with the earliest sightings in the reverse order to what
might be expected: Beaver Creek, Apr. 22 (20-40),
Kluane L., Apr. 24 (300+) (CH); and Haines Junction
area Apr. 25 (32+4). Arrival in the Whitehorse area was
Apr. 27 (RB) and geese (sp.) were seen high over Faro
on the same day (LW). They reached the Dawson area
by May 2, and most were gone from the s. Yukon by
mid-May. The only White-fronted Goose reported was
in a slough along the Klondike Hwy. May 15, while
passed through the Whitehorse area (DN) and were
heard overhead in a snowstorm at Haines Junction
about 10 p.m. May 3.

Mallards were first seen at Kluane L. Apr. 17
(DM,WN), at Whitehorse Apr. 18, at Dawson Apr. 24,
and at Beaver Creek Apr. 26. An early Pintail was at
Whitehorse Apr. 6, another at Kathleen R. Apr. 14, but
most arrived from Apr. 25 on, with a peak of 164, at
Whitehorse Apr. 28 (WN). Green-winged Teal and Am
Wigeon were first seen Apr. 26 in the Kluane region
(DM, WS), Apr. 27 in the Whitehorse area (RB), Apr. 28
near Beaver Creek, and Apr. 30 near Dawson. Blue-
winged Teal weren’t seen until June 2 (5 & 3 at Kluane
L., JSm). Northern Shovelers appeared in the Kluane
region Apr. 26 (DM,WS), but weren’t seen elsewhere
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before May 5 (Whitehorse) and 6 (Dawson area). Most
reports of this species were from s.w. Yukon, with four
staying until May 22 at Dezadeash L. (GY). K. Sars
notes that most ducks had disappeared from the Klon-
dike Hwy. sloughs by May 25, and that they were
occurring in numbers along the Dempster Hwy. by
then.

A 3 Redhead was seen at Gravel L. on the Dawson
Hwy. May 15 (KS), well outside its normal range, as
were up to 30 Ring-necked Ducks seen in that area May
13-29 (KS). Most Canvasbacks were on the Yukon R.
route, with a peak on the first day, Apr. 28, at
Whitehorse (D&SH, WN). Greater Scaup were seen at
Whitehorse Apr. 27 (20) (D&SH) and were common
from that date in the south; they arrived in the Dawson
area May 13. Lesser Scaup were identified only in the
south: Whitehorse Apr. 18, and mile 1037, Alaska Hwy.
May 8. An early Com. Goldeneye was at Whitehorse
but the main arrival was Apr. 26, in both the Kluane
(DM, WS) and Dawson areas. Two pair of Barrow’s
Goldeneye appeared in the Aishihik R. (n.e. of Haines
Jet.) Apr. 27 (WN,VR), and from that date they were
commoner that the ‘‘Common,”” at least in the s.w. part
of the Region. Bufflehead appeared in the Kluane re-
gion Apr. 26, Whitehorse, Apr. 27 (RB), with a peak of
19 in the former area May 15 (AN). Oldsquaw migrate
sparingly through this Region; a pair in a pond at mile
1047, Alaska Hwy. (AN) and 56 males, 1 female were at
Gravel .. May 15; some were still in lakes along the
Klondike Hwy. May 29. Harlequin Ducks were seen at
Teslin May 8, Whitehorse May 11 (WN), and the Daw-
son area May 15 & 23. The only White-winged Scoter
seen was a male along the Klondike Hwy. Most Surf
Scoters were along the Yukon River system, seen from
May 10 (at Whitehorse); a pair at Sulphur L. (mi. 1038,
Alaska Hwy.) May 15 (AN) may have come from rafts
of 4300+ massed at Haines, Alaska May 5 (WN,LR).
An early Com. Merganser was at Whitehorse Apr. 6,
but most appeared after May 1, when three were seen in
the Klondike R. (near Dawson). Red-breasted Mergan-
sers were first seen May S at Whitehorse, and, like their
congeners, were all in the Yukon R. system.

HAWKS, FALCONS—Goshawks remained fairly
common in the south, and reappeared in the Dawson
area May 9, while Sharp-shinned Hawks were in the s.
Kluaneregion Apr. 26 (DM,WS), and n.w. of Kluane L.
by May 8 (AN). Of seven Red-tailed Hawk reports, four
were of the race harlani; the first one, Apr. 21, s. of
Haines Jct., and two others were of the regular race
calurus. A Swainson’s Hawk was seen May 6 near
Dawson, and the first Rough-legged Hawk was Apr. 12,
in the Whitehorse area. Golden and Bald Eagles, which
both returned in March (see last report), were common
throughout the reporting area and period. The peak for
both appeared to be the first week in May. The 22
Golden Eagle reports were exceeded (for birds of prey)
only by the 29 for the Marsh Hawk, following its arrival
at Haines Jct. Apr. 9 (WN,MHu) and at Dawson Apr.
11(BF). There were three reports of Gyrfalcon, in the s.
Yukon Apr. 12-May 31, (SH&CD;JSm), and Peregrine
Falcons were seen May 4 (1), Haines Jct., and May 17
(2), Dempster Hwy. (KS,BF). The only Merlin noted
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was May 7 at Teslin, but Am. Kestrels were widespread
after Apr. 18, when one was seen at Whitehorse
(DM.D&SH).

GROUSE—BIue Grouse, at their n. limit, were hoot-
ing continually on May $§ at Rainy Hollow, B.C (mile
50-53, Haines Rd.) (WN,LR). The number was impos-
sible to determine, but as many as six could sometimes
be heard from one point. Spruce Grouse were con-
spicuous by their absence, and Ruffed Grouse nearly
s0, with only one report (Beaver Creek, Apr. 6). Willow
Ptarmigan were setting up territories in the Chilkat Pass
in April (DM), and they and Rock Ptarmigan were re-
ported throughout the period from the Kluane region
(JSm) and Dempster Hwy. Two Sharp-tailed Grouse,
seen on the Dawson Hwy. Apr. 30, were the first seen
by the reporter in 10 months’ observation of the area

CRANES, SHOREBIRDS—Sandhill Cranes seem
to have passed through almost without stopping this
year. They were seen high over Faro Apr. 27 (LW), 1n
the Whitehorse area Apr. 28 (BF), and over Haines Jct
May 8. Semipalmated Plover arrived first in the
Whitehorse area May 7 (MHo), Killdeer there Apr 28,
and Am. Golden Plover (5) at Kluane L. (Destruction
Bay) May 12 (LF). The only Ruddy Turnstone reported
was June S at mile 66, Dempster Hwy. Common Snipe
appeared Apr. 24, in the Kluane region, (DM,WS), and
in the Dawson area May 1, after which they were com-
mon. Whimbrels were seen in late May in the areas w
of Kluane L. (Slims R. valley and Burwash Uplands-
—JSm), as were Upland Sandpipers (Bear Creek Sum-
mit & Burwash Uplands —JSm). Spotted Sandpipers
were noted May 23 along the Klondike Hwy., and were
ubiquitous along shorelines thereafter. May 10 was ar-
rival day for Solitary Sandpipers in the Whitehorse and
Dawson areas, but the first Wandering Tattler was not
seen until June 5, on the Dempster Hwy. Greater and
Lesser Yellowlegs showed up Apr. 27, in the
Whitehorse area (RB), and the latter have been com-
mon since. The only other Greater Yellowlegs report 1s
May 29, for the Klondike Hwy. Pectoral Sandpipers
were seen in the Whitehorse area May 5 and at Kluane
L. May 30 (WN,AN). The Kluane region produced the
first Least Sandpipers and Long-billed Dowitchers on
May 9 and May 14 respectively (DM), while the earliest
Semipalmated Sandpipers were along the Klondike
Hwy., May 15. Northern Phalaropes were seen n the
Kluane L. area May 8 (WN,AN) and at Gravel L. May
15.

JAEGERS, GULLS, TERNS—A Long-tailed
Jaeger was seen May 17 from the Dempster Hwy A
sure sign of spring was the returning of Herring and
Mew Gulls to the dumps and Yukon R. at Whitehorse
and Dawson Apr. 28 (WN,DM,D&SH) and Apr 29
They didn’t reach the Kluane area until May 5
(SH,CD), suggesting that they enter the Region mainly
via the Yukon R. system. Both have been common and
ubiquitous since. Bonaparte’s Gull arrived 1n
Whitehorse May 5, along the Dempster Hwy. May 9,
and at Beaver Creek May 12, indicating a similar pat-
tern. Arctic Terns appeared at Teslin May 9, Gravel L
May 15, and were not reported in the Kluane area until
May 23 (JSm), despite the occurrence of 15+ s. of the
Chilkat Pass, in Alaska, May 5 (WN,LR).
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OWLS—Great Horned Owls remained common in
s w Yukon, although not reported elsewhere. Two
Snowy Owls were reported; May 1 along the Dempster
Hwy , and about the same time near Carcross (HW).
Hawk Owls were moving through the south in the sec-
ond and third weeks of April (earliest Apr. 9, mi. 956,
Alaska Hwy.—WN) with a ‘“‘peak’ of 2—-3+ N of
Haines Jct. Apr. 17 (DM,WN). Dempster Hwy. sight-
mgs occurred Apr. 23 (KS,BF). Short-eared Owls re-
turned Apr. 25 in the Whitehorse area, Apr. 29 in the
Kluane region (DM), and May 4 near Dawson. A scarce
Boreal Owl appeared n.w. of Whitehorse in early April
(DN)

NIGHTHAWKS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
—Common Nighthawks lagged as usual, first showing
up June 9 along the Klondike Hwy., while a Rufous
Hummingbird pushing its range limits was seen at
Kluane (S end of Kluane L.) through the last week of
May (F&JSi). A Belted Kingfisher was spotted at
Whitehorse Apr. 25 (MT), but was otherwise missing.
Common Flickers arrived in the Teslin area May 1,
Hames Jct. May 4, Whitehorse May 7 (MHo), and
Dawson May 10. A lone Hairy Woodpecker appeared
at Hamnes Jct. Apr. 4, and one Black-backed Three-toed
Woodpecker also revealed itself at Beaver Creek Apr.
7

FLYCATCHERS, LARKS, SWALLOWS—Say’s
Phoebe returned May 7 to Whitehorse (MHo) and
spread from there, and an Olive-sided Flycatcher was
seen May 28 & 30 on Sheep Mt., Kluane N.P. (JSm).
Other flycatchers didn’t show until June. Ten Horned
Larks at Haines Jct. Apr. 16 were the vanguard of
flocks that could be seen along the highways until May
8 Violet-green Swallows appeared at Haines Jct. Apr.
26, followed by Tree Swallows at Whitehorse Apr. 28
(WN) Both showed peaks the first week of May, and
the Tree Swallows got to Dawson ahead of the Violet-
greens (May 4-May 13). First Bank Swallows were May
29 along the Klondike Hwy., Barn Swallows May 17 at
Dezadeash L. (Kluane region) (GY), and CIiff Swal-
lows May 8 at the Donjek R. (mi. 1133, Alaska Hwy.)
(WN) The last-named were back in good numbers by
May 27 at Haines Jct. (30+).

CORVIDS, CHICKADEES—Gray Jays were com-
mon throughout, and feeding young; Black-billed Mag-
pies common from the Alaska Hwy., south, and Com.
Ravens throughout. Black-capped and Boreal Chick-
adees were both reported only from the s. Yukon.

NUTHATCH, DIPPER, THRUSHES—The only
Red-breasted Nuthatch was at Whitehorse Apr. 27,
(RB) Dippers were seen Apr. 23 along the Dempster
Hwy (two at mi. 135, and two at mi. 4) (KS, BF), and
apparently had wintered there. One was at Otter Falls
(Aishihik R.) Apr. 27 (WN,VR). American Robins ap-
peared in the Whitehorse area Apr. 15 (MHo), but were
not common until after Apr. 28, from which date they
were widespread and abundant, with a possible wave
May 8-13. The Varied Thrush came back Apr. 30 in the
Kluane region (DM,WS), May 4 in Whitehorse, and
May 5 in Beaver Creek. The Hermit Thrush’s arrival,
May 21 at Gravel L., preceded the first Swainson’s

Volume 28, Number 4

Thrush report (Lower Kathleen L., Klnane N.P.) by 10
days. The Gray-cheeked Thrush straggled in June 2, in
the Dawson area. A Mountain Bluebird, on the other
hand, surprised everyone by arriving Apr. 5 at Haines
Jet. (CH,JSi,JC), and it became common by Apr. 18
Dawson produced the only Wheatear June 3. One
Townsend’s Solitaire was singing along the Dawson
Hwy. Apr. 30, but no more were reported until late
May.

KINGLETS THROUGH STARLING—Ruby-
crowned Kinglets appeared, in Teslin Apr. 28,
Whitehorse Apr. 29 (BF), and Haines Jct. May 1, but
there were no reports from farther north. Water Pipits
hit Whitehorse Apr. 27, n.w. of Haines Jct. Apr. 30
(IW,CK), showed slight peaks May 1&8, and were gone
from the lowlands by May 15. Bohemian Waxwings
first appeared, on the Dempster Hwy. () Apr. 14 (BF),
and at Kluane Apr. 17 (F&JSi), and in the Beaver Creek
area Apr. 27, and were common after that date. A N
Shrike was seen in the Kluane region Apr. 14(DM), and
the Chilkat Pass area about the same time (DM); they
appeared at Dawson Apr. 25, and were apparently gone
from the lowlands in the south by May 6. Starlings,

 perhaps still increasing their range, returned to

Whitehorse by Apr. 28 (16 at dump—WN), and ap-
peared at Haines Junction May 7 (DHu), and Dawson
May 13. They were nesting at Dawson by May 28.

WARBLERS—Orange-crowned Warblers were
back about the end of May at Kluane (JSm). Yellow
Warblers, near Beaver Creek May 12 and along the
Klondike Hwy. May 23, followed Yellow-rumped
Warblers (Myrtle race) by about two weeks. The latter
showed a classic migration pattern: Apr. 27, Teslin,
Apr. 30, Haines Jct.; May 6, Beaver Creek; and May 8,
Dawson Hwy. Blackpoll Warblers arrived about the
end of May, at Kluane (JSm), and a N. Waterthrush
May 21, along the Klondike Hwy. Wilson’s Warblers
returned to Teslin May 9, but not elsewhere until the
second half of May.

BLACKBIRDS—Red-winged Blackbirds appeared
at Teslin May 5, and were as far north as Stewart
Crossing by the end of the month. Rusty Blackbirds
arrived May 3, at Whitehorse; reached Haines Jct. May
7, the Dawson Hwy. May 9, and have been common
since. Brown-headed Cowbirds, probably extending
their range, appeared at Dezadeash L. in mid-May
(GY), and at Haines Jct. May 30.

FINCHES—An early flock of Purple Finches was at
Whitehorse Apr. 13-16 (HH), but they were otherwise
scarce. Pine Grosbeaks were seldom seen, but present
in the Kluane N.P. (AN) and Dawson areas. Gray-
crowned Rosy Finches arrived on the Haines Rd. Apr
4 (DM), increasing to 50 by Apr. 8-12 (GY) at De-
zadeash L. and disappearing from the lowlands by May
2. All records were from the Kluane region. Common
Redpolls were flocking at Destruction Bay Apr. 5, but
movements are difficult to detect in this species, as in
the White-winged Crossbill, reported only May 28 & 30
from Sheep Mountain (JSm).

827



SPARROWS—Savannah Sparrows returned to Tes-
lin May 2, and were common throughout by May 11. A
week earlier was the Dark-eyed Junco, arriving at Tes-
lin Apr. 26, near Dawson Apr. 27 (BF), and common by
May 5. Tree Sparrows arrived at Teslin the same day,
and at Whitehorse Apr. 27, but didn’t get to Dawson
until May 9. First Chipping Sparrow was at Whitehorse
May 11, and White-crowned Sparrows returned Apr.
27, at Teslin, becoming common everywhere by May
15. The Golden-crowned Sparrow was at Teslin Apr.
28, Whitehorse May 11 (WN,DM), and gone to the
alpine areas by May 15. Whitehorse got the first Fox
Sparrow, on May 1 (BF); it reached Teslin by May 4,
and Haines Jct. and Dawson Hwy. May 9. Lincoln’s
Sparrow appeared at Whitehorse May 4, and in the
Dawson area May 29. Two stray Swamp Sparrows
were reported from Dezadeash L. May 16, and a Song
Sparrow, uncommon in the region, from Teslin May 3.

BUNTINGS—Apart from a few mixed with flocks of
Snow Buntings, the first wave of Lapland Longspurs
moved up the Shakwak Trench, by Haines Junction
Apr. 2-4, about a week later than last year. This was
followed by a hiatus until Apr. 21 when two were ob-
served at Beaver Creek, except in the Dawson area
where they remained along the roads from mid-March
to Apr. 28. April 27 brought the second, larger, wave
through, with a peak of 810+ counted in casual obser-
vations around Whitehorse Apr. 28. Last seen were at
Dawson May 13. Smith’s Longspurs, although not seen
in the migratory flocks, were present on the Burwash
Uplands May 25-26 (JSm). Snow Buntings moved
through more-or-less continuously from mid-March to
mid-May, with a peak Apr. 5-6, along the Alaska Hwy.
w. of Whitehorse (WN).

OBSERVERS—Ron Butler, Jack Christiansen, Dan
& Patricia Denison, Mrs. C. Dowding, Bob Frish,
Lloyd Freese, Charles Hume, Dave Hackney, Sylvia
Hackney, Helen Horback, Manfred Hoefs, Max Hub-
bard, Charles Krebs, Heidi Ledergerber, Maria
Ledergerber, Dave Mossop, Armmold Nijssen, Dan
Nowlan, Wayne Neily, Linda Reeves, Virginia
Ravitsh, Frank & Josie Sias, James N.M. Smith, Karel
Sars, William Sinclair, M. Taylor, Lorna Walmsley,
Henry Wilkinson, Irene Wingate, Grace Yardley.
—WAYNE P. NEILY, Haines Junction, Yukon, YOB
1LO.

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN-
INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers

The spring period began with good reserves of mois-
ture both in the soil and as very heavy snow pack in the
mountains. April precipitation was above normal and
temperatures were cool, with a few exceptions.
Spokane and Missoula were rather dry with normal
temperatures while Helena and Bozeman had mild
conditions. A warming trend began late in the month
but from about May 10-20 spring had a severe setback
over nearly all the Region. Baker, Ore. averaged 12°F.
below normal and some southern British Columbia
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localities had the coldest May on record. Most of the
month’s moisture fell during this chilly period, as rain in
the lower valleys and more snow in the mountains. By
the end of the month temperatures had risen to about
normal. However, the weather left its mark on the
migration in at least some localities. Bozeman reported
many early arrivals in April but the May stormy period
grounded or displaced many birds. A similar situation
was observed at Suttle L. in the mountains west of
Sisters, Ore. About half the displacement reports were
for the storm period, with the next highest number
coming before May, one in May before the storm period
and two, after it. Reporters at some other localities
considered that the storm had delayed or prolonged the
migration.

The outlook for summer looked excellent at the end
of May, with vegetative growth abundant, water levels
high and much snow yet in the mountains, and, barring
floods, highly favorable feeding and nesting conditions
seemed in store.

LOONS AND GREBES—Common Loon were mi-
grating through beginning Mar. 30 at Pocatello. Single
birds appeared at unusual localities: Salmon, Ida.; Red
Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, Mont., and Reardan,
Wash., all in April. The Red-necked Grebe was noted
only at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida. and at
Newman L. and Reardan, Wash. A Homed Grebe near
Baker was Ann Ward’s first since 1956 in e. Oregon. A
peak of 120 W. Grebes was noted on L. Lowell in the
Nampa, Ida., area May 18. The peak at Malheur
N.W.R. was 2440, up about 50 per cent over 1973. One
at Ennis, Mont., Apr. 20 tied the early record there.

PELICANS THROUGH HERONS—White Peli-
cans were noted mostly in s. Idaho and c. Oregon. At
Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Ore., the peak of 1500 con-
trasted with 600 last year. The birds built up to 100 in
May on Helena Valley Reservoir, where they do not
breed. Double-crested Cormorants were reported at
Helena and Three Forks, Mont., Malheur N.W.R. and
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at Minidoka N.W.R. in s. Idaho where 150 nests were
noted A Green Heron at Pocatello May 5 was the third
n two years there (RO). A Snowy Egret was observed
at . Helena May 5 (SM) and two Black-crowned Night
Herons were there Apr. 20 (LB & GH). Eleven White-
faced Ibis were seen along the Raft R. south of
Mimdoka, Ida. Apr. 29 and one adult was observed for
a week in mid-May near Reardan, Wash. (TF, WH, JA
et al ) The species was reported breeding at Market L.
n the Minidoka area, the first breeding record for the
state (CHT). A high breeding population was reported
at Malheur N.W.R.

WATERFOWL—Seven Mute Swans were seen
again this year east of Bozeman (PDS). They are sus-
pected of coming from Livingston. A like number was
seen on the Snake R. near Baker, Ore. Mar. 10 (AS).
Twenty-eight Trumpeter Swans wintered at Turnbull
N W R., Cheney, Wash. Three, two of which had been
shot, were found dead in the area. The White-fronted
Goose was reported only from the LaGrande, Ore.
area A single Ross’ Goose was at Turnbull N.W.R. in
April Thirty-two Snow Geese stopped briefly near
Baker Mallard numbers were up at McNary N.W.R.,
Burbank, Wash. but Am. Wigeon were down. The
former species peaked at 1400 at Turnbull. A 3 Eur.
Wigeon was seen in the Spangle, Wash. vicinity Apr. 3
(WH) American Wigeon and Ruddy Duck numbers
dropped from last year at McNary N.W.R. Probably
1000 of the latter were on Soap L., Grant Co., Wash.
Apr 13 and about the same number was the peak at
Turnbull N.W.R. in late April. A single White-winged
Scoter was reported at Coolin on Priest L. in n. Idaho
May 30 and four were at Turnbull N.W.R. May 24. A
parr of Hooded Mergansers was on the Jefferson R.,
Broadwater Co., Mont. Apr. 20. The species is unusual
there A Red-breasted Merganser at Salmon, Ida. was
Roberts’ first ever observation there. Fifteen were seen
on Banks L., Grant Co., Wash. Apr. 13.

VULTURES AND HAWKS—Turkey Vultures
were reported from ten localities, mostly in the western
and southern part of the Region. Goshawks were seen
at nest sites in May in the Bozeman area and a pair at
Sunriver, Ore. was suspected of nesting. Very few
Sharp-shinned and Cooper’s Hawks were reported. A
few of the latter were noted in the Spokane area and
they were at nest sites in the Bozeman area in May.
Two of the scarce Ferruginous Hawk appeared near
Mansfield, Wash. Mar. 24 (early). The species was also
seen in the Kennewick and Yakima, Wash. areas, near
Baker and at Malheur N.W.R. Incubating birds were
found m mid-April in the Pocatello area. Of seventeen
nests found in that area along Little Lost R. none were
active May 28, which has been the situation for the last
three years, reason unknown. Some nesting activity by
Golden Eagles was observed in ¢. Oregon but Jim An-
derson, an eagle bander for years in the area, found
many nests unsuccessful this year for unknown
reasons. A Bald Eagle nest site was located at Suttle L.
northwest of Sisters, Ore. The principal concentration
of Ospreys was in n. Idaho, around Priest L. and the
Chatcolet L.-St. Jo R. area. The Prairie Falcon was
reported only in s.c. Montana, n.e. Oregon and c.
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Washington. The only Merlin sightings were in the
mountains of n.w. Montana and in s.c. Oregon.

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS—Sharp-tailed Grouse
were reported only in the Nampa, Ida. area and south of
Creston, Wash. The Sage Grouse colony at the latter
locality remained steady, with 30 males strutting Apr.
13. The species was noted at Salmon and Rupert, Ida.
The Turkey was observed on Bozeman Pass east of
Bozeman and at Salmon, where the birds were rare but
increasing. Recently introduced Ring-necked and
Japanese Green Pheasants were decreasing at Kootenai
N.W.R. where habitat is marginal.

CRANES—BYy early May the breeding population of
Sandhill Cranes, subspecies tabida, reached 600 at
Grays L., Caribou and Bonneville Co., Ida. and over 50
nests were checked May 10. This is the largest known
nesting concentration of the subspecies in North
America. At Malheur N.W.R. the first chicks were off
the nest May 4. Farther west migrants were moving
through, with alower than usual 600 near St. Andrews,
Douglas Co., Wash. Apr. 13 and smaller numbers else-
where.

SHOREBIRDS—A Snowy Plover was observed at
Rupert, Ida. Apr. 11 and another at Malheur N.W.R.
May 19. A Ruddy Turnstone at Malheur N.W.R. May
19 was the first ever there. Seventy-five Long-billed
Curlews were counted Apr. 18 near Baker, Ore. A
Whimbrel was positively identified at Summer L., Lake
Co., Ore. Apr. 9&14 (JJ). The tiny colony of Upland
Sandpipers at Newman L. junction east of Spokane was
still holding on, with two birds seen in mid-May, the
only ones reported for the Region. A Red Knot at
Malheur N.W.R. May 19 was the third ever there. A
very few Dunlin were observed in Washington. Singles
were seen at Davenport, Reardan and St. Andrews and
three were at Mabton. Three Short-billed Dowitchers
were identified at Market L., Roberts, Ida. May 27
(MRC). Seven Marbled Godwits were sighted near
Genesee, Ida. Apr. 28 JWW). Two Black-necked Stilt
appeared at Malheur N.W.R. Apr. 24.

GULLS AND TERNS—An ad. Glaucous-winged
Gull appeared along the Columbia R. about ten mi. east
of The Dalles, Ore. Apr. 5 (MRC). California and
Ring-billed Gull hatching was occurring the second
week of May, two weeks late, in the Pocatello area.
Franklin's Gull appeared to continue its upswing in
numbers at Malheur N.W.R., with over 1000 nests pre-
dicted. A very few Bonaparte’s Gulls were seen in s.
Idaho, e. Oregon and Washington and at Central Park
east of Bozeman, Mont. The latter sighting was on a
record early date, Apr. 20. About 35 pairs of Caspian
Terns were nesting on an island in the Columbia R.
north of Richland, Wash.

PIGEONS AND OWLS—Single Band-tailed Pigeons
appeared at four localities. One was seen May 13 at
Wizard Falls Fish Hatchery on the Metolius R. north-
west of Sisters, Ore. Workers there said it had been
there several days (JM). One was at Matheur N.W.R.
May 18; this is only the eighth record there. One was
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seen near Tower Mt. just southeast of Spokane May 21
and apparently furnishes the fourth record for the
Spokane area (WH). At Pullman, Wash. one appeared
in a city yard Apr. 8 (ROw).

A Flammulated Owl was studied at very short range
at 6000 ft. in Cassia Co., Ida. May 21 (WS). Barn Owls,
reported only at Rupert, Ida. appeared less common
there. A Snowy Owl was still near Harrington, Wash.
Apr. 13. One stayed even later at McNary N.W.R.,
where it had remained since Apr. 19 and was found
oil-soaked from unknown causes May 29 and was taken
to Pioneer Park, Walla Walla for cleaning and care.
Two remained near Vernon, B.C. until May 5. In the
Pullman-Moscow area at least nine were present, one
remaining until May 19. Burrowing Owls were seen in
several localities in e. Oregon and Washington and s.
Idaho. At Rupert more nesting than usual was noted.
The Great Gray Owl was again reported from the foot-
hills south of Bozeman and single Saw-whet Owls were
noted at Sunriver and Malheur N.W.R.

POOR-WILLS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS
—Single Poor-wills were seen in the Nampa area Apr.
28 & May 24, at Malheur N.W.R. May 28 and in Moses
Coulee west of Coulee City, Wash. May 10. Twenty
Vaux’s Swifts over the cliffs along the s. fork of the
Snake R. in s.e. Idaho Apr. 21, although not known
previously to breed there, make this a strong possibility
(CHT). Some 400-500 of the birds entered a chimney at
Whitman College, Walla Walla May 19 (SMu & CS). A
White-throated Swift at Asotin May 12 was Weber's
first sighting in Asotin and Whitman Co., Wash.
Black-chinned Hummingbirds showed up at several
points in the extreme western part of the Region. They
were seen repeatedly at Walla Walla and single birds
were sighted at Yakima, ‘‘Tri-cities’’ (Pasco-
Richland-Kennewick, Wash.) and Baker. A 3 Rufous
Hummingbird was seen near Livingston, Mont. in late
May. They are rare there in spring (UC).

WOODPECKERS—Scant numbers of Lewis’
Woodpeckers were reported from many localities, with
Salmon, Ida. the only place noting them as common.
For the second year one was seen near headquarters at
Crater Lake N. P. during the spring. Williamson’s Sap-
sucker was reported only from the Prineville, Ore. area
and the White-headed Woodpecker only from that area,
nearby Sunriver and in the Wenatchee area. The
Black-backed Woodpecker was found in the Sunriver
area and in last year’s burn on the west edge of
Spokane.

FLYCATCHERS—May 10 was a record early date
for the E. Kingbird in Gallatin Co., Mont. The Ash-
throated Flycatcher was noted only at Bend and
Malheur N.W.R., Ore. A migrating concentration of
Hammond’s and Dusky Flycatchers was found at
Davenport, Wash. May 25. In the open farm country of
¢. Washington patches of deciduous trees in towns and
moist spots seem to act as oases for migrants. Several
singing males and nesting pairs of Gray Flycatchers
were again seen northwest of Yakima along Wenas
Creek and in Hardy Canyon and the birds were found in
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Klickitat Co. north of Goldendale, Wash. in the same
area as last year. An Olive-sided Flycatcher appeared
May 24 in the Tri-cities, an unusual locality (EM)

LARKS AND SWALLOWS—A Horned Lark nest
with three eggs was found Apr. 13 near Ringold, Wash
Most species of swallows at Malheur N.W.R. were up
to a week early and at Three Forks, Mont. the Rough-
winged set a record early date of Apr. 20. Three Barn
Swallows were at Prineville, Ore. on the surprising date
of Mar. 23, the same arrival as Violet-greens The
former species posted an early arrival date, Apr 22 at
Charlo, Mont. and in Gallatin Co., Mont., Apr 18
Most species were nesting before the end of the spring
period.

JAYS THROUGH CREEPERS—A Blue Jay re-
mained for two hours in a deciduous grove about five
mi. northwest of Pocatello Apr. 7 before flying off west
(CHT). A Steller’s Jay nest with young was discovered
at Sunriver, Ore. May 31 and young Black-billed Mag-
pies in the nest were found there the last week of May
Young of the latter were just out of the nest at Yakima
May 25. A Com. Raven nest atop a tower at Yakima
Firing Range contained six young Apr. 20. A pair of
Mountain Chickadees nesting in a birdhouse near
Spokane had young several days old May 31 The
Common Bushtit was noted at Bend, Ore. Apr. 11 Two
White-breasted Nuthatches were still at Kamiak Butte,
Whitman Co., Wash. Apr. 13 and single sightings were
made Apr. 21 near Swan Valley on the South Fork of
the Snake R. and May 29 on Scout Mt. near Pocatello
They are rare in these areas. A Red-breasted Nuthatch
was feeding a well-fledged young near Coeur d’Alene
Apr. 28. A Brown Creeper was sighted on two dates in
May at Malheur N.W.R., where it is listed as rare

DIPPERS THROUGH THRUSHES-—Dippers went
almost unobserved. In the Yakima area the high,
muddy Tieton and Naches Rivers were given as the
reason for their absence. The Winter Wren was found
on Kamiak Butte, Apr. 24, near Sunriver May 2 and
sang regularly along a stream on Tower Mt near
Spokane during April and May.

A Mockingbird showed up at Rupert, Ida. May 19
(WS). A Gray Catbird finally appeared at Vernon, B C
May 31, about two weeks late and the species had not
been observed yet at Baker. One at Salmon, Ida May
30 furnished a rare sighting. The earliest Sage Thrasher
observation was at Malheur N.W.R. Mar. 29, about
normal. Two Varied Thrushes stayed from about Mar
31to Apr. 7 near Spring Hill north of Bozeman. This 1s
only the second record of the species for that area (P,
fide CVD). Hermit Thrushes were migrating Apr 2,
when one was seen at Pocatello, until the end of the
period. Up to six were found at the cemetery in Daven-
port May 18. Mountain Bluebird sightings much out-
numbered those for the Western and their numbers
looked fairly good. A group of at least 11 Townsend’s
Solitaires was found feeding in juniper on the M S U
campus in Bozeman.

PIPITS THROUGH WARBLERS—Water Pipits

were detected moving into the Region in very small
numbers in s. Idaho and e. Oregon and Washington
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The earliest sighting was of four near Springfield, Ida.
Mar 9. The Starling success story included an account
of the birds moving into a colony of old Rough-winged
Swallow holes at Pocatello. Fifteen nests there aver-
aged 6-7 young per nest.

There was no dearth of warblers, including the Blue-
listed Yellow, which seemed to be having no problems.
A Black-and-white Warbler was heard singing at Helena
May 16 (PM). Virginia’s Warbler was recorded at
Rupert and a Magnolia Warbler observed at close
range at Helena May 24 was a rare find (PM). A
Black-throated Gray Warbler was sifted out of an out-
standing warbler movement in the Davenport, Wash.
cemetery May 18 and was examined again next day
(WH & JA). Two days earlier cold snowy weather
grounded a massive group of warblers at Suttle L.
northwest of Sisters, Ore., with 20 Townsend’s and 50
Hermit Warblers the more interesting ones (JM). A &
Blackpoll Warbler was carefully identified at close
range 1n Bozeman May 19. This is the first record for
anywhere near there (DQ & MQ). Another male was
positively identified at Malheur N.W.R. May 27-29 and
constitutes the second record for the refuge and the
state (JF). The N. Waterthrush was first seen at Boze-
man May 27 and was not reported elsewhere.

HOUSE SPARROWS AND BLACKBIRDS—A
large winter die-off of House Sparrows left the popula-
tion low at Pocatello. Coccidiosis was suspected.
Bobolinks arrived at Malheur N.W.R. May 13, at Cen-
tral Park east of Bozeman May 24, at Charlo, Mont.,
where they seem to be increasing, May 23, and at
Rigby, Ida. May 31. They were not noted elsewhere. A
concentration of migrating Yellow-headed Blackbirds
numbering at least 500 was seen at ponds in the Four
Lakes area, Spokane Co. Apr. 27. March 31 was a
record early date for the species when a male appeared
at Three Forks, Mont. An Orchard Oriole visited a
feeder in Walla Walla Apr. 30 and perhaps the same bird
was seen along a nearby stream May 24-27 (CM, IM &
SMu) A Common Grackle appeared Apr. 15 along the
Columbia R. at Umatilla, Ore. (MRC),

FINCHES—Evening Grosbeak numbers built up
during April and peaked in May in good numbers. Most
locahties experienced their decline or disappearance by
the end of May but the birds were still in Bozeman then
and were common yet at Missoula, Pocatello and in the
Nampa area. A flock of about 30 Gray-crowned Rosy
Finches frequenting the cliffs high above Park L., Grant
Co , Wash. Apr. 13 were extremely late for this eleva-
tion (JA). A mixed flock of this species and Black Rosy
Finches was seen in the Gallatin Valley south of Boze-
man May 2] (ETH & RAH). About 50 of the former
were seen at the 8000 ft. level at Bannock Pass south-
east of Salmon, Ida. May 23. The birds were abundant
from 6500 ft. up at Crater Lake N. P. as receding snow
left bare ground. Very few Red Crossbill reports were
recetved, these mostly at Pullman, Wash. where they
were plentiful and in the Spokane area, where some
nested nearby, bringing in their families. Three birds at
Lavington, B.C. May 7 completed the picture. Amaz-
ingly , White-winged Crossbills featured nearly as many
reports. Two were still at Kamiak Butte north of Pull-
man Apr. 13 and a small group lingered in the cemetery
at Bozeman at least to May 9, a late date.
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SPARROWS—Single 3 Lark Buntings were found
north of Bozeman May 17 and south up the Gallatin
Canyon about May 18 and the species was reported at
Rupert, Ida. May 22 (WS). The scarce Grasshopper
Sparrow was reported only near Pocatello and at Turn-
bull N.W.R. Clay-colored Sparrows were on the breed-
ing grounds east of Manhattan, Mont. on the record
early date of May 10. White-crowned Sparrow numbers
were large, particularly in the w. part of the Region. At
Malheur N.W.R. 300 were recorded Apr. 26 and ‘‘huge
numbers’’ were reported for Prineville. At Sunriver 761
were banded, much above last year’s number but only
16 Golden-crowned Sparrows, usually running 10 per
cent of the White-crowned, were banded (GM). The
species was noted at several other localities in e
Oregon and Washington. A White-throated Sparrow,
Ann Ward’s first ever at Baker, Ore., was present May
23 and a very early Fox Sparrow was there Feb. 28
Two breeding territories of Lincoln’s Sparrow were
noted at Suttle L. northwest of Sisters, Ore. The only
Lapland Longspurs reported were two near Creston,
Wash. Apr. 12. Four Snow Buntings were seen Mar, 24
near Mansfield, Wash.

CONTRIBUTORS AND OBSERVERS—(JA)
James Acton, Jim Anderson, John Annear, David Ash-
ley, Eugene C. Barney, McNary N.W.R.; Sandra J.
Basford, John Baumbrough, Ruth Blatchford, Dave
Blumberg, Red Rock Lakes N.W.R.; Earl Bowen, Jay
Bowerman, Lynn Brant, Betty Brodie, Zelia Butler,
Bea Buzzetti, Jim Camp, Craig Campbell, Steve Can-
nings, Helen Carlson, Phil Cheney, Mr. & Mrs. James
Clark, Urana Clarke, Charles Clough, Mark R. Collie,
Mary Collins, Craig Corder, Marion Corder, Sharon
Cotterell, Walt Cowan, Dennis Dahlke, Clifford V.
Davis, J. W. Delbert, Ronald Doane, Wayne E. Doane,
n.c. Washington; Helen Doornink, Yakima, Wash.
area; Mr. & Mrs. Lester Downer, Rod Drewien, Doris
Fisher, Jeff Fleischer, Malheur N.W.R.; Steven Ford,
Eric Forsman, Mr. & Mrs. Emest Frost, Tom Fulton,
Ben Gladding, James Grant, s. interior British Colum-
bia; Tom Greager, Arnold Haack, Pauline Hager, War-
ren Hall, R. L. Hand, Missoula area; Bambi & Ron
Hargreaves, Elise Hargreaves, Mr. & Mrs. B. L. Har-
vey, Eve T. & Ray A. Hays, Mr. & Mrs. James Heck-
athorn & family, C. J. Henry, Mr. & Mrs. James Hitch,
Joe & Ivy Hilty, James H. Holcomb, Crater Lake Na-
tional Park; Sophia Hollander, Mrs. Ray Holliday,
George Holton, Alice Horschel, Eugene Hunn, Fr-
ances B. Huston, Don Hunter, Cecil Johnson, Julie
Johnson, w. ¢. Oregon; Richard E. Johnson, Dan
Knierim, Carolyn Lagergren, Richard & Laura Lind-
strom, Carroll D. Littlefield, Tom Lund, Patricia McK-
inney, James McLain, George McLaughlin, Eldon
McLaury, (SM) Sid Martin, Helena area; Niel F.
Meadowcroft, Walla Walla area; (GM) George Mer-
rick, Homer Metcalf, Bob Moate, (EM) Elisabeth
Moore, Harold Moore, Louis Moos, Robert Morgan,
(IM) Jerry Morsello, Corey Muse, (JMu) Jeffery Muse,
(SMu) Shirley Muse, Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Nelson, Ken
Nielsen, Mrs. Gene Noble, Norma Nowles, Daphne
Ogilvie, (RO) R. Olson, Ruth Ortiz-Torres, (ROw) Ruth
Ownbey, (P) Mrs. Parker, Don Paton Jr., Del Pierce,
Kootenai N.W.R.; Audrey & Lawrence Polumsky,
Margaret J. Polumsky, Asotin, Garfield & Columbia
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Cos., Wash. & adjacent Idaho; Don & Mary Quimby,
Hadley B. Roberts, Salmon, Ida. area; Hazel M. Roe,
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Ryan, Larry Roumpf, Hallie
Rugheimer, Belle Shaw, s. w. Idaho; Mr. & Mrs. Bill
Shaw, Connie Sherer, (WS) William Shillington, Mrs.
G. Shlapac, Don Skaar, P. D. Skaar, Bozeman-Ennis-
Three Forks area; Mary Smith, Lyle Stanford, Mrs. S.
0. Stanley, n. e Washington and n. Idaho; Ava Steiger,
Esther Stewart, Shirley G. Sturts, Coeurd’ Alene, Ida.
area; William Sullivan, Bill Thoren, Ken Tobnson, C.
H. Trost, s. e. Idaho; Mr. & Mrs. Ted Trueblood, Mr. &
Mrs. B. L. Vandemeer & family; Terry Wahl, Ann
Ward, n. e. Oregon; John W. Weber, Mr. & Mrs. Victor
Wetzel, Bertha White, Dorothy White, Leslie Whitnall,
Jack Winchell, Jim Wollcott, Robert E. Woodley,
““Tri-cities,”” Wash. area; Jeff Woodruff, Maurice B.
Wright, Turnbull N.W.R.; Katherine Zahl. —THOMAS
H. ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell Ave., Spokane, Wa.
99206.

MOUNTAIN WEST
/ Hugh E. Kingery

Where did all the Pine Siskins come from? Startling
numbers drew attention over much of the region, con-
stituting the most striking feature of the spring. In a
fairly dull migration, Colorado and Utah each picked up
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two new species for their lists. A Sora and a Dipper
visited urban yards in Fort Collins, Colo., and
Cheyenne. Sometimes repetition rather than unique-
ness intrigues: a Yellow-throated Warbler (Colorado’s
sixth or seventh) showed up this spring in the same tree
as one (he?) did in 1972; a Gray-cheeked Thrush
perished in the same picture window where one died
last year; and a unique hummingbird returned to its
feeder territory of 1973.

Warm, dry, windy weather marked the spring, along
with observers complaining about a dearth of birds,
although the number of species mounted quite high.
Denver had .06 inches of moisture in May—?2 per cent
of the normal 2.64 inches; and Grand Junction had .01
inches in May. Ligon recommended that Colorado’s
Wet Mts. acquire a more realistic name. Perhaps the
lack of storms, except for the one May 19 which
dumped snow on n. Utah and w. Wyoming, encouraged
the migrants to fly on rather than stop. Thrushes, king-
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lets, and warblers arrived at their mountain breeding
grounds without attracting attention as migrants on the
plains. Observers noted few shorebirds, not many swal-
lows, few warblers, yet that huge influx of Pine Siskins.

PELICANS, CORMORANTS—Spring usage by
White Pelicans at Stillwater N.W.R., Nev., dropped
from 250 birds to 150. Other high counts included 75 at
Las Vegas and 60 near Loveland, Colo., in mid-April.
The Barr L., Colo., colony had attracted 200 Double-
crested Cormorants by Apr. 14, while single birds made
rare appearances at Grand Junction Apr. 28-May 10and
Zion May 18.

HERONS, IBIS—Great Blue Herons retumed to a
heronry at Grand Junction abandoned when Interstate
70 thundered in; it now contains at least 8 active nests.
Green Herons erupted in e. Colorado, with 9 records,
plus one at Sheridan, Wyo., all from Apr. 27 on. Col-
orado had its thirteenth Cattle Egret, May 4 at Denver.
Snowy Egrets and Black-crowned Night Herons estab-
lished a new heronry at Grand Junction, a mile from a
former site. At Monte Vista N.W.R., Colo., the night
herons abandoned a big heronry, perhaps owing to low
water. Colorado had unusual numbers of White-faced
Ibis, including 40 at Pueblo Apr. 6 and 40 at Grand
Junction May 10; and mountain records at Evergreen
and R.M.N.P. Reno had 14 on Apr. 27, apparently a
new county record, but numbers dropped at the nesting
site near Fallon, Nev., and Castledale, Utah did not see
the usual numbers.

Little Blue Heron, Fruita, Colo, Apr. 27, 1974 | David
Galinat

GEESE, DUCKS—Canada Geese nest throughout
the Region, and within 100 miles of Gunnison, Colo., in
all directions, making amazing the status of a goose on
May 9 as only the second record in 25 years. McCoy,
Colo., had a late and unusual Snow Goose May 24.

Reclamation and flood control have changed the sur-
face of the Mountain West, creating water habitats
where none existed. Almost all Mountain West water
and shorebird records mentioned in this column (except
for the Great Salt Lake refuges, Utah L., and Pyramid
L, Nev.) come from artificial impoundments. We have
reports this spring of new Pueblo Res., Colo., which
began filling in February; by mid-March it had.reached
its minimum pool, 33,000 acre-feet. If it ever fills to
capacity, it will hold 340,000 acre-feet and stretch 9
miles long. Since Mar. 15, 1974, Truan has found 150
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species of birds there, while assisting in an apparently
successful battle to protect a good wildlife area from
army basic training maneuvers. A new reservoir at
Vemon, Utah, attracted loons and grebes, and the
three-year old state wildlife area at Desert L., near
Price, Utah, had 19,000 ducks use it this winter.

HAWKS, EAGLES—Mississippi Kites have nested
along the Arkansas R. at La Junta, Colo., for several
years. This spring observers found the first nest on the
Cimarron R., Baca Co., Colo., on May 11 (a site ex-
pected for nesting). Goshawk observations remained
stable, but Sharp-shinned increased from I1 to 18 and
Cooper’s doubled from 9 to 22, including a nest at Zion.
Most Rough-legged Hawks left in March, although
Durango counted an extremely late one May 18. Zion’s
regular Black Hawk, as last year, came in Apr. 5, found
no mate, and left Apr. 12. Golden Eagles hatched young
by the middle of May. One nest site from last year lies
unused, probably the victim of bulldozing park devel-
opment in the canyon below Two Buttes Res., Colo.
Late Bald Eagles occurred at Dubois, Wyo., Durango
and McCoy, Colo. in mid-May. Osprey observations
remained stable, with possible nesting birds at Sheridan
and Durango.

GROUSE, QUAIL, TURKEYS—On Apr. 20
D.F.0., A.A.S., and others conducted a survey of
Douglas, Elbert, and Kiowa Cos., Colo., for Sharp-
tailed Grouse; 76 observers found, in 1000 square miles,
41 birds (Infra, Douglas Co. survey). Strutting Sage
Grouse included 65 near Buffalo, Wyo., and 100 in
Jackson Co., Colo. The Baca Co. observers saw no
Scaled Quail this spring, although birds were counted in
Colorado Springs, Pueblo, and Bonny Res., Colo. Tur-
keys seem to thrive at Sheridan, Boulder, Colo., and
Baca Co.

CRANES, RAILS—The Sandhill Cranes had de-
parted Monte Vista by May 1, and Grand Junction
hosted a flock of 150 Apr. 17. A Sora visited a yard in
Fort Collins, Colo., feeding under honeysuckle and
lilac bushes, miles from normal habitat. Reno observers
found 3 Com. Gallinules May S on the Carson R.

PLOVERS—Colorado had healthy counts of Semi-
palmated Plover on the plains, plus mountain records of
12 at Antero Res., Park Co., Colo., May 5, and
Durango’s second record Apr. 15. Snowy Plovers had
arrived at their nesting grounds at Stillwater N.W.R. by
mid-April, with similar numbers to last year. Singles
stopped at Las Vegas Apr. 9 and Grand Junction May 3,
and birds arrived at Farmington Bay W.M.A_, Utah, by
May 11. At Stillwater, Killdeer were more common
than last year, with young out of eggs by May 15. Single
Am. Golden Plovers stopped near Cope, Colo., May
12, and Fruita, Colo., Apr. 11, the latter photographed,
for rare, inland, spring records. Black-bellied Plovers
seemed more common than usual this spring; Stillwater
had 150 on Apr. 15 and Farmington Bay had 15 on Apr.
29. Durango picked up its first record, a bird which
stayed Apr. 15-25. Late strays occurred at Cheyenne
May 25 and Ordway, Colo., May 27.

SANDPIPERS—A Las Vegas pasture ‘‘appeared to
be wall-to-wall snipe,’”” with at least 50 counted each
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Am. Golden Plover, Mock Mesa, Colo. Apr. 11, 1974. |
David Galinat

day Apr. 6-10. Long-billed Curlews seemed scarce, but
a pair had a chick by May 19 in Baca Co., suggesting
that they were simply less conspicuous while nesting
early. Unusual shorebirds were scarce — two Whim-
brels at Denver May 11, five Upland Sandpipers for a
first Baca Co. record May 10, rare Solitary Sandpipers
at Dubois and Eureka, Nev., the first W. Sandpiper at
Evergreen, Colo., May 5, and a Hudsonian Godwit
feeding with dowitchers at Pueblo May 25-26. The grea-
ter snowpack, melting early, filled the reservoirs and
left little shorebird habitat. High counts included 3000
Long-billed Dowitchers at Stillwater in mid-May, 100
Marbled Godwits at Grand Junction and 27 at Vernon,
Utah, 14 Sanderlings at Sheridan, and 2000 Am. Av-
ocets and several thousand Wilson’s Phalaropes at
Stillwater. Las Vegas had a Red Phalarope May 18,
feeding with a small group of Wilson’s Phalaropes in
Las Vegas Wash in full breeding plumage, for the
state’s third record. Northern Phalaropes came in sur-
prisingly strong, with 2000 May 11 at Farmington Bay,
32 at Fort Collins Apr. 24, and 20 at Cheyenne and 20 at
Denver May 12, and Zion’s first record of two on May
12.

GULLS, TERNS—The dark mantle of a Laughing
Gull stood out among some Franklin’s at Ordway,
Colo., May 27 (IR), one of the few well-documented
Colorado appearances for this seaside species.
Bonaparte’s Gulls must have scattered all over the Re-
gion this spring; 8 locales reported them. Zion picked
upits first record of the Forster’s Tern May 12, with 7 at
Kolob Res., and a Com. Tern separated itself from the
Forster’s by both call and appearance at Provo, Utah
Apr. 30. Colorado finally had its first record of the
Caspain Tern, long overdue; for a half hour Griffiths
and Reddall observed a fully plumaged adult sitting
with California Gulls at Ordway, Colo. May 27.

DOVES, CUCKOOS, OWLS, SWIFTS—Spring
counts turned up 450 Mourning Doves on Baca
County’s Cimarron R. May 11, and 432 at Colorado
Springs May 12. The Douglas Co. survey counted only
197 on Apr. 20. Eureka, Nev., had wires-full, counting
100 per mile for many miles. The season’s first
Yellow-billed Cuckoo report came from Baca Co. May
11. Gunnison, Colorado’s first Barn Owl turned up May
9, and Bonny Res. and Baca Co. had 2 observations.
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Four locations reported Short-eared Owls—3 more
than last year—and we lack definitive reports from the
strongholds of Monte Vista and Bear R. Truan counted
44 Poorwills along a 15-mile stretch of road near Pueblo
in May. Com. Nighthawks arrived early, with records
May 10 from Baca Co. and May 12 at Colorado Springs,
and May 21 at Dubois (the first May record there).
Chimney Swifts became more common in e. Colorado
each year, with reports in 1974 from Manzanola,
Pueblo, Colorado Springs, Denver, and Boulder. A
Chaetura swift which sounded like a Chimney Swift
was seen at Fruita Apr. 25—Colorado’s W. Slope has
no records.

HUMMINGBIRDS—“So popular has feeding of
hummingbirds in Springdale (Utah) became that the
town recorded its first theft of a feeder; one was stolen
from a gas station.”” A & Black-chinned hovered for §
minutes in a swarm of gnats at Las Vegas, picking them
off as they came close. First Black-chinned young
fledged at Zion May 19, the day before another there
began building a nest. Unusual records of Costa’s
Hummingbird came with four birds at Zion Apr. 23 and
one at Las Vegas Apr. 14. Las Vegas also had an
Anna’s Hummingbird May 22. First Broad-taileds
north of Zion came to Denver Apr. 27 and to Evergreen
Apr. 30. They arrived on May 15 at Tabernash, Colo.,
amid snow squalls. Last summer’s mystery humming-
bird returned to its Evergreen territory May
31—looking exactly as it did last year (see picture Am.
Birds 27:900).

WOODPECKERS—Colorado Springs had a high
count of Com. Flickers on its spring count — 106 on
May 12, although they seemed scarce at Zion. Good
counts of Red-headed Woodpeckers came from
Pueblo, Baca Co., and Bonny Res., Colo., and Sheri-
dan. Zion had its first lowland nesting record for Downy
Woodpecker, and Evergreen had 13 observations, a
high count. Ladder-backed Woodpeckers thrive, with
33 counted in Baca Co. May 12, compared to a previous
high count of four in one day. Pueblo found them more
common, with hopes for nesting, and Las Vegas had
two pair, a notable number there.

FLYCATCHERS, LARKS, SWALLOWS—Most
flycatchers arrived late, if they had arrived at all by the
end of the period. Spring counts picked up 160 W.
Kingbirds in Baca Co. May 11 and 73 in Colorado
Springs May 12. At Fort Collins, an Apr. 20 flycatcher
had all the field marks of a Scissor-tailed except the
scissor tail feathers. Scissor-taileds were nest-building
along the Cimarron R. May 11. Denver had an unusual
three records of the E. Phoebe, and Pueblo’s Black
Phoebes had returned for the third year by Apr. 27. The
Region’s first specific report since the new A.O.U.
Supplement of the Willow Flycatcher came from
Denver’s Red Rocks Park May 29 (WWB). An E. Wood
Pewee May 20 at Longmont was identified in the hand
by bander Collister. Although W. Wood Pewees ar-
rived in the Region beginning Apr. 15 at Zion, Apr. 28 at
Boulder and Denver, and Apr. 29 at Reno, numbers
were still minimal even at the end of May. The Douglas
Co. survey listed 470 Horned Larks, and Cheyenne’s
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King ranch estimated 10 per acre. The swallow migra-
tion occurred in muted numbers. Longmont reported a
heavy migration May 11, with several species crowding
the telephone wires for 2 blocks.

NUTHATCHES, DIPPERS, WRENS—Only a few
localities enjoyed scattered Red-breasted Nuthatches
Dippers dipped in numbers around Evergreen, perhaps
because of nesting failures occasioned by last year’s
floods. Perhaps they were merely lost—a Cheyenne
observer found one Apr. 2 in his yard, 30 miles from a
proper stream. House Wrens seemed numerous, or else
arrived early, at Colorado Springs, judging by the 85 on
the spring count compared to an average of 30. By May
12 a Canon Wren in Baca Co. brooded eggs inside an
abandoned homestead building, using an abandoned E
Phoebe nest.

THRUSHES—Colorado Springs counted 436 Am
Robins on its spring count. Observers complained of a
scarcity of thrushes, with Hermit Thrushes mussed
particularly; however they had reached their breeding
grounds in Zion and Summit Co., Colo., by late May,
apparently in normal numbers. At Las Vegas, where
the Hermit normally outnumbers the others, a flock of
50 included no Hermits, 47 Swainson’s, one
Gray-cheeked (second Nevadarecord), and two Veeries
(fourth Nevada record). At Fort Collins May 13, an
adult Gray-cheeked Thrush perished in the same pictuie
window against which the state’s first specimen
crashed on May 15, 1973 (Am. Birds 28:85). The Doug-
las Co. survey turned up 226 Mountain Bluebirds Apr
20, while R.M.N.P.’s spring count numbered 57, com-
pared with 41 last year.

KINGLETS, WAXWINGS, SHRIKES, STAR-
LINGS—Like the thrushes, Ruby-crowned Kinglets
did not attract attention in migration, but had com-
menced staking territories on the mountain breeding
grounds by late May. Bohemian Waxwings made mex-
plicable appearances in April at Dubois, Cheyenne,
Colorado Springs, and Pueblo, and at Zion May 25
Cedar Waxwings scattered in small flocks with 100 in
Denver Apr. 14, 40 at Ogden, Utah May 11-26, and 20 at
Reno Apr. 1. Loggerhead Shrike reports increased,
with many reports from e. Colorado including three
young crowded on a tamarisk branch on the Cimarron
R. May 11 and six young banded at Pueblo May 21 The
Douglas Co. survey tallied 38. Zion notes the unavoid-
able Starling nesting now in prime riparian habitat
Query: is their prevalence related to Zion’s dearth of
woodpeckers?

VIREOS—Las Vegas had an infrequent visitor, the
Hutton’s Vireo, May 19. On May 10 Colorado had an
unmistakable first record of the White-eyed Vireo (for
the odyssey of another report, see Am. Birds 26:790 and
27:96), with every field mark on a slowly-moving bird
sometimes so close the binoculars would not focus (DS,
PJ, HEK, et al.). Park Service personnel made an effort
to find the Gray Vireo at Zion, discovering seven in
three locations May 15-18. The survey suggests that
this vireo, unobserved for over a year at Zion, occurs
widely in unvisited, inhospitable nesting habitat. The
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breeding zone overlaps with that of the Solitary Vireo,
both at Zion and Grand Junction, and probably
throughout the Great Basin.

WARBLERS—Observers uniformly complained
about the scarcity of warblers, and indeed the high
count at Denver occurred early-—156 birds of 7 species
Apr 28—but that exceeded the previous years’ high at
that spot by 20 per cent. On May 11, Spring Count day
on the plains, one observer found a smashing total of
five warblers of four species. The few warblers which
deigned to drop in didn’t stay. As a whole, the Region
did record impressive variety—31 species—with sev-
eral observations of almost every semi-rare species.
Multiple observations included 3 Colorado Prothono-
taries; eight Colorado Tennessees and one in Salt Lake
City, seven Colorado N. Parulas, including Durango’s
first, three Colorado Blackburnians and one in Sheri-
dan, 15 Chestnut-sided in Colorado; one Bay-breasted
collected near Vernal, Utah, probably Utah’s first (fide
PA), and four Colorado records; Nevada’s second rec-
ord of the Hooded May 5-6 at Las Vegas, plus three
Colorado birds. Notable rarities included Golden-
winged in Baca Co. May 12 and Evergreen May 27; a
nesting Lucy’s in Grand Guich Primitive Area, Utah
(RWS); a Yellow-throated Apr. 30-May 1 in the same
tree as one in 1972; another Pueblo Kentucky Warbler
seen briefly May 9; and a May 12 Canada Warbler at
Colorado Springs, well documented.

BLACKBIRDS, TANAGERS—N. Orioles had
begun nesting by the end of May in several localities,
with the best count 175 on the Cimarron R. May 11. On
May 19, the seven Baltimore-forms outnumbered a
mere three Bullock’s-type at Bonny Res., Colo. Com.
Grackles exercised their dominant traits, ousting
finches from a nest tree and eating young robins in
Denver, increasing in Dubois, R.M.N.P., Durango, and
numbering 24 for a high Western Slope count in Moffat
and Routt Cos., Colo. May 4. Oddly none were ob-
served at Evergreen, where last year they outnumbered
the Brewer’s Blackbirds. Foothills observers in Ever-
green and R.M.N.P. suspect the Brown-headed Cow-
bird of increasing its numbers. So did the observers at
Dubois, especially May 15 when 250 ““‘descended on the
feeder, to our horror and fear. It turned out most were
tourists, but the residue seen daily is plenty—up to 20.”’
Few W. Tanagers stuck around on the plains for obser-
vation; they apparently moved quickly into the moun-
tains. A Summer Tanager at St. George, Utah, consti-
tuted a new state record; observer Robert Whitmore
will publish details elsewhere (fide JG).

FINCHES—A rare Colorado Cardinal appeared in
Boulder May 25-26. Colorado had so many records of
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks that they can only be consid-
ered regular migrants along the Piedmont plains and
foothills. Three further west in Glenwood Springs May
20-21 are mentionable. The fifth Colorado record of the
Painted Bunting was a female May 10 in Baca Co.
Evening Grosbeaks abounded throughout Colorado,
Wyoming, and Utah, with notable counts of 165 at Zion
Apr 20 and 262 on the Colorado Springs count May 12.

Las Vegas found six Purple Finches May 19 feeding on -
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fruiting mulberry bushes. Late flocks of Com. Redpolls
occurred at Boulder the first half of April and Sheridan
Apr. 7.

PINE SISKINS—Pine Siskins thronged the Moun-
tain West cities. Estimating flocks of small birds scat-
tered among city trees is haphazard at best. If Denver
had only 10 per block (a reasonable estimate according
to HEK) in its older, treed, portions, it had at least
100,000. Locations reporting hundreds inlcuded Ever-
green, Colorado Springs, Pueblo, Glenwood Springs
(May 13-23), Longmont (May 21-24 only), Durango
(May 1-18), Salt Lake City, Castledale, and Sheridan
Yet Boulder, having had large flocks in February,
reported them gone, Dubois had only a few in May,
Cheyenne had only its usual modest numbers, and Baca
Co. had one-third fewer than last year. One does won-
der how to estimate numbers during an invasion of this
nature.

CROSSBILLS, TOWHEES, SPARROWS—Red
Crossbills persist in small numbers. Colorado Springs
counted 160 Rufous-sided Towhees on the spring
count. Lark Buntings thronged the e. plains, with
counts like 1620 in Baca Co. May 10-12, 1500 at Sheri-
dan May 19, and 673 at Colorado Springs May 12
Fruita, Colo., had 2 Rufous-crowned Sparrows May 5,
adding to the few records in Mesa Co. Observers at
Sheridan carefully described a Sage Sparrow Apr. 28,
and at Dubois one came May 16. Last Dark-eyed Junco
records came from Cheyenne May 2, R.M.N.P. May
11, and Denver May 12. Zion observers discovered a
Black-chinned Sparrow in a canyon not usually ex-
plored, and note the species’ restriction to a particular
habitat. Twelve spring Harris’ Sparrows almost ex-
ceeded the winter’s count. Two at Dubois until May 23
had wintered. Reno observers noted a good migration
of White-crowned Sparrows Apr. 20-May 20, i.e., more
birds in migration than during the winter. Fox Sparrows
had reached their nesting grounds on the Blue and
Yampa Rivers, Colo., by May 4.

[My thanks to all contributors, who with a coopera-
tive spirit, mailed their reports, informative as usual, by
June 1. This enabled me to make a very special trip East
during June.)

ABBREVIATIONS—A.A.S.: Aiken Audubon
Society; D.F.0.: Denver Field Ornithologists,
R.M.N.P.: Rocky Mountain National Park.

AREA CONTRIBUTORS—(Editors collecting ob-
servations from their communities in boldface, with
number of contributors listed) Baca Co., Colo.: Doug-
las Stotz; Boulder, Colo. (28): Louise Hering;
Castledale, Utah: Ann Wissler; Cheyenne, Wyo. (20)
May Hanesworth; Colorado Springs, Colo. (4): Mahlon
Speers and Elinor Wills: Denver, Colo. (10): Lynn
Willcockson; Desert Lake W.M.A., Utah: Timothy
Provan; Dubois, Wyo.: Mary Back; Durango, Colo
(13): R.W. Stransky; Eureka, Nev.: Janet Eyre; Ever-
green, Colo. (15): W.W. Brockner and Douglas Stotz;
Fruita, Colo.: David Galinat; Grand Junction, Colo
(10): Lorna Gustafson; Jefferson, Colo.: Carol Hack
and Kathy Hawkins; Las Vegas, Nev. (4): M. V. Mow-
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bray: Longmont, Colo. (11): Allegra Collister:
Loveland, Colo. (4): R. D. Harden; McCoy, Colo.:
Margaret Ewing; Monte Vista N.W.R., Colo.; C. R.
Bryant; Pueblo, Colo. (13): Van Truan and Jerry Ligon;
Reno, Nev. (6): Jessie Alves; R.M.N.P., Colo.: Warner
Reeser; Sheridan, Wyo. (9): Platt Hall; Stillwater
N.W.R., Nev.: Larry Napier; Vernon, Utah: M. L.
Killpack; Zion Nat’l Park, Utah: Jerome Gifford and
Peter Scott.

CONTRIBUTING OBSERVERS—Paul Adamus,
R. C. Black 111, David Griffiths, Beverly Hutchins, A.
S. Hyde, Paul Julian, Gleb Kashin, Arch McCallum,
Jack Reddall, O. K. Scott, Mildred Snyder, Robert
Spencer, Mrs. S. O. Swartz, Tom Warren.—HUGH E.
KINGERY, 869 Milwaukee St., Denver, Colo. 80206.

SOUTHWEST REGION
/ Steve Alden and Scott Mills

Extremely dry conditions prevailed during April and
May in marked contrast to the cool, wet spring of last
year. Without exception observers commented on the
lack of rainfall. High winds and above normal tempera-
tures, a record 110°F in Phoenix May 26, were reported
from many areas. Because of these conditions areas
with permanent water and urban areas received a con-
centration of migrants while highland localities re-
ported fewer than usual numbers. Large numbers of
Empidonax flycatchers (Hammond’s/ Dusky), Black-
headed Grosbeaks, Western Tanagers, Townsend’s
and Wilson’s Warblers were noted moving through the
southern desert.

The drought conditions in s. Arizona resulted in a
virtually non-existent spring wildflower crop. This fail-
ure may explain, at least in part, the delayed breeding of
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desert species such as Curve-billed Thrasher, Cactus
Wren and Gambel's Quail. Verdins had poor nesting
success and Rufous-winged Sparrows are in greatly
reduced numbers or absent. However cavity nesters
and doves enjoyed normal or better than average breed-
ing success.

Highlighting the report period were sightings of va-
grant wood warblers, continued reports of Indigo Bunt-
ings and a White Wagtail.
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CORMORANTS, HERONS—In contrast to last
year’s ten pairs of Double-crested Cormorants, 100
pairs were nesting at Elephant Butte Marsh, Sierra Co.,
N. Mex., Apr. 27 (CH). Six more were sighted at
Picacho Res., Pinal Co., Ariz., Apr. 4 (GM). Two pos-
sible Olivaceous Cormorants were sighted at Elephant
Butte Marsh Apr. 27 (CH). Additional nesting species
at Elephant Butte Apr. 27 included 200 pairs of Black-
crowned Night Herons and numerous Snowy Egrets. A
Little Blue Heron was seen at Bosque del Apache
N.W.R., N. Mex., Apr. 29 & May 3 (GZ). American
Bitterns were seen at Picacho Res., Apr. 4 (GM),
Phoenix May 3 (SD,HL,JW), and another, possibly
nesting, at Kirtland, San Juan Co., N. Mex., Apr.
19-June 1 (CS).

WATERFOWL—At Bitter Lake N.W.R., Chaves
Co., N. Mex., a single White-fronted Goose lingered
until May 11 while five Snow Geese remained until May
16 (DB). Sightings of Black-bellied Tree Ducks include
one at Ruthrauff Pond, Tucson, Apr. 24 (GM) and
another at Canoa Ranch, Pima Co., Ariz., May 29
(MHa).

RAPTORS—Turkey Vultures were seen in sharply
reduced numbers throughout the region; a decline that
is inexplicable at present. Two White-tailed Kites were
reported w. of Deming, Luna Co., N. Mex., Apr. 28
(AC). Mississippi Kites were sighted over Bosque Ref.,
May 21-31 (GZ). Several late Rough-legged Hawk re-
ports were received, one 30 mi. n. of Douglas, Cochise
Co., Ariz., Apr. 4 (W&SS), another (same individual)?
in the same area Apr. 26 (MR ez al), and a third at Bitter
Lake Ref., May 11 (DB er al.). Nesting Bald Eagles
were sighted again this year on the Salt River, Gila Co.,
Ariz., Apr. 2 (BI) and an immature was seen near
Benson, Cochise Co., Ariz., May 19 (C&MB). Four-
teen Golden Eagle sightings were received from various
localities. A Caracara was observed at Carefree,
Maricopa Co., Ariz., May 25 (FT) and constitutes the
fifth county record. Eight Ospreys were seen during the
period but only one Peregrine Falcon was reported.

QUAILS, CRANES—Gambel’s Quail populations
in s. Arizona appeared to be normal but coveys were
composed of adult birds with few young. Failure of the
winter rains has apparently resulted in delayed or failed
breeding. Scaled Quail were visiting feeders above their
normal elevation in Portal, Cochise Co., Ariz. (W&SS
et al). A flight of 8 Sandhill Cranes was seen over the
Avra Valley, Pima Co., Ariz., Apr. 24 (SMi, SA).

SHOREBIRDS—Nine sightings totaling 19 Semi-
palmated Plovers were scattered throughout the region.
A single Whimbrel was carefully described at Bitter
Lake Ref., May 11 ( DB et al.). Willets, fairly common
migrants in the region, were reported in unusually large
flocks. Sightings include: flocks of 38 and 75, Bosque
Ref., Apr. 29 (GZ), 22 at Mormon L., Coconino Co.,
Ariz., May 9 (GM), 23 at Nogales, Ariz., May 29 (MH)
and six sightings totaling 123 birds at Pipe Spring Nat’l
Monument, Mohave Co., Ariz., Apr. 12-May 2 (RW).
One Baird’s Sandpiper was seen at Ina Ponds, Tucson,
May 1 (HF), two Apr. 20 and two Apr. 28 at Pipe Spring
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Nat’]l Monument (RW) and ten at Bitter Lake Ref., May
11 (DB et al.). The first spring record for Maricopa Co.
of Short-billed Dowitchers was two birds at Phoenix,
Apr 22-26 (R&JW et al.) and another May 20 (JW)
nearby. Sightings of Stilt Sandpipers included one at
Tucumcari L., N. Mex., May 11 and six at the same
locality May 12 (CH,ES). A single Marbled Godwit was
seen at Phoenix Apr. 22 (R & JW) and 15 at Morgan L.,
San Juan Co., N. Mex., Apr. 23 (CS). Nogales, Ariz.,
produced a Sanderling Apr. 15 (FW) and a N. Phalarope
was seen s. of Phoenix May 9 (ST).

GULLS, TERNS—Twenty-one Ring-billed Gulls
were sighted at Picacho Res., Apr. 4 (GM) and seven
Franklin’s Gulls were counted on Mormon L., May 9
(GM, W&SS). An unusual Least Tern was sighted at the
Ina Ponds, Tucson, May 2 (HF).

DOVES, ANIS, OWLS—An early White-winged
Dove nest with one egg was found on the w. slope of the
Tucson Mts., Pima Co., Ariz., Apr. 20 (SR). Both
White-winged and Mourning Doves nesting on study
sites in the Avra Valley had higher breeding success
this spring than in previous years (SR). A Groove-billed
An1 was observed on the Gila R. Indian Reservation
boundary s. of Chandler, Maricopa Co., Ariz., May 12
(AR) A Long-eared Owl was reported from Phoenix on
the late date of Apr. 22 (Kathy Ingram, fide JW) and
young Long-eared Owls fledged from a nest w. of Ora-
cle, Pinal Co., Ariz., Apr. 20 (Rich Glinski).

NIGHTIJARS, SWIFTS, HUMMINGBIRDS—Four
Buff-collared Nightjars were counted calling along the
Rio Cuchujaqui, near Alamos, Sonora, Apr. 5 (SSp,
DL) Reported arrival dates for the Com. Nighthawk
were Pipe Spring Nat’l Monument, May 24 (RW) and
Kirtland, New Mex., May 28 (CS). Earliest reported
sightings for Lesser Nighthawks were Tucson, Apr. 26
(GM,AA); Pancho Villa S.P., Luna Co., N. Mex., Apr.
27 (BM) and Bosque Ref., Apr. 28 (GZ). An unusual
record of an ad. 8 Calliope Hummingbird was reported
from Silver City, Grant Co., N. Mex., Apr. 9(AZ). A ¢
White-eared Hummingbird was reported from South
Fork of Cave Creek Canyon, Cochise Co., Ariz., May
17 (GM, W&SS) and a male was sighted near Portal,
Cochise Co., May 18 (IH, W&SS).

FLYCATCHERS TO PARIDS—Western and
Cassin’s Kingbirds were reported in reduced numbers
at Pipe Spring Nat’l Monument during the period but
appeared in normal numbers elsewhere. The most in-
credible find of the period was an ad. & White Wagtail,
several mi. s.e. of the juncture of the Arizona, New
Mexico and Sonoran borders in Sonora, Mex., Apr. 30
(GM, CM and Vince Roth). This sighting is the first
manland record of the species for Mexico. A mixed
flock of 1000+ Barn, Cliff, Rough-winged and Tree
Swallows was reported foraging over irrigated agricul-
tural land near Vicam, Sonora, Mex., Apr. 5(SSp,DL).
Of particular interest was the breeding of Barn and Cliff
Swallows in s. Arizona. Both species began breeding in
late April and early May, respectively, as in previous
years, despite the extended drought. Seven Clark’s
Nutcrackers were out of place in Madera Canyon,
Santa Cruz Co., Ariz., May 3 (SSp, Wynn Brown). A
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Mountain Chickadee was seen and heard north of Mil-
ler Peak, Huachuca Mts., Cochise Co., Ariz., May 9, 12
(CM). The status of chickadees in the Huachuca Mts. 1s
unclear and all reports should be forwarded.

WRENS TO THRUSHES—Two Winter Wrens
were sighted in Ramsey Canyon, Cochise Co., Apr. 15
(CM). Reports from throughout the region show in-
creased numbers of Mockingbirds this spring. A Brown
Thrasher lingered until Apr. 25 in Albuquerque (PB)
Single Rufous-backed Robins were reported at
Arivaipa Canyon, Pinal Co., Ariz., Apr. 11 (FW) and
Cave Creek, Maricopa Co., until Apr. 14 (EJ).

VIREOS, WARBLERS—A Philadelphia Vireo was
carefully identified in the vicinity of Portal, May 25 (W
& SS). Black-and-white Warblers were seen as follows
one at Madera Canyon May 16 (T.A.S.), one at
Huachuca Canyon, Cochise Co., May 8 (DDa) and two
reported in the Phoenix area May 22 (SD) and May 24
(RB). The fourth state record of Worm-eating Warbler
was a single bird on the San Pedro R., near the Ariz
Hwy. 90 crossing, Apr. 18 (DDa). A Blue-winged
Warbler was reported at Ute L., Quay Co., N. Mex ,
May 12 (CH). A Tennessee Warbler at Cedar Crest,
Bernalillo Co., N. Mex., May 2-3 (BM). On Apr. 6,
Nashville Warblers were noted as the most abundant
bird along the Rio Cuchujaqui, near Alamos, Sonora,
Mex. (SSp,DL). Despite this abundance, observers in
Arizona 500 mi. to the north reported only five sightings
in Phoenix, Apr. 20-24, and May 15,22; and one at
Kinsley Pond, Pima Co., Ariz., Apr. 26 (SM). Lucy’s
Warblers were observed in very large numbers along
Sonoita Creek, Patagonia, Santa Cruz Co., Ariz., Apr
13,29 (SS, SM et al.). A. N. Parula was seen at Portal
May 30 (SH). An ad. 3 Cape May Warbler, the second
New Mexico state record, was identified n. of CILff,
Grant Co., May 4 (RF). A Black-throated Green War-
bler at Phoenix May 15 (SD et al.) was the first spring
record for Maricopa Co. Two Ovenbirds (possibly 4)
were reported at Cave Creek Canyon, and near Portal
May 26&29 (W&SS, RN et al.). Northern Water-
thrushes were reported from Phoenix, Apr. 24 (ST,
SMa), and Charleston dam site, San Pedro R., Ariz ,
May 11 (CM) but were absent from Cedar Crest, N
Mex., for the first time in several years (BM). Single
Kentucky Warblers were reported as follows: one in the
Winchester Mts., Cochise Co., May 5 (TP), in
Huachuca Canyon May 8 (DDa), at Patagonia May 11
(DDa), at Portal May 4 (W & SS) and at Las Vegas, San
Miguel Co., N. Mex., May 6 (WH). The four Arizona
records total one more than all previous records for this
species. The first state record for Mourning Warbler 1s
that of a well documented male at Pipe Spring Nat’l
Mon., May 31 (RW). Single Hooded Warblers were
seen at Portal, May 6-7 (W & SS), Cherry Creek Ca-
nyon, Grant Co., N. Mex., May 29(AZ,D & MZ) and at
Cedar Crest, May 5 (BM). American Redstarts were
reported as follows: one female at the Arizona-Sonora
Desert Museum May 20 (GM), one female at Pipe
Spring Nat’l Mon., May 22 (RW), and one (sex?)
Patagonia May 8 (MT,JR,HD).

ICTERIDS, TANAGERS—Two records of the Bal-
timore race of the N. Oriole were received: one at Ft
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Bowie Nat’l Hist. Site, Cochise Co., Ariz., Apr. 30
(MHo) and one at Cedar Crest May 14 (BM). An Or-
chard Oriole was sighted at Rattlesnake Springs, N.
Mex., May 18 (MW). Western Tanagers were widely
reported as abundant transients in lowland areas in
Arizona during the period and were described as abun-
dant moving through the desert near El Desemboque,
Sonora, May 22 (SSp).

FRINGILLIDS—Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were
sighted at Bitter Lake Ref., May 11 (DB et al.), near
Portal since May 13 (1H), and at Sandia Park, Sandoval
Co.,N.Mex., May 7(MHi). Male Indigo Buntings were
widespread in the region. Single birds were seen at
Portal, Apr. 22-May 11 (IH), Ramsey Canyon Apr. 26
(SR et al), Cedar Crest May 8-23 (BM) and Seven
Springs, Maricopa Co., May 2-11(RNet al.). Adult 3 &
Am. Goldfinches were reported at the Southwestern
Research Station, Chiricahua Mts., Cochise Co., Apr.
26-29 (DL, GM et al.), Tombstone, Apr. 6-7 (DDa), and
Bitter Lake Ref., May 11 (DB et al.). Observers in s.e.
Arizona report Rufous-winged Sparrows absent or in
greatly reduced numbers in their traditional breeding
areas. A White-throated Sparrow remained at Portal
until Apr. 20(W&SS). Harris’ Sparrows were observed
at Phoenix Apr. 22 (ST) and at Silver Spring Ranch, N.
Mex. (MWi). Two Swamp Sparrows were recorded in
Phoenix May 16 (SMa, ST).

INITIALED CONTRIBUTORS (area compilers in
boldface}—Ann Alden, Craig Andrews, L.D. Bailey,
Pat Basham, C & M Beals, Delbert Boggs, Robert
Bradley, Albert Campbell, Charles Corchran, Doug
Danforth (DDa), Bill Davis, Dot DeLollis, Salome De-
maree, Helen Dixon, John Durris, Ralph Fisher,
Harold Fetter, Steve Hanseldman, Dixie Gillette, Mur-
ray Hansen (MHa), Walter Hawk, Myrtle Hilty (MHi),
Isobel Hicks, Marina Hoy (MHo), Chas. Hundertmark,
Betty Jackson, E. Jones, Donald Lamm, Ron LeVal-
ley, Helen Longstreth, Stan Majlinger (SMa), Barbara
McKnight, Chas. McMoran, Scott Mills (SMi), Gale
Monson, Susan Noel, Robert Norton, Rita Nicklas, Ted
Parker, Amedeo Rea, Mark Robbins, Jane Ruh,
Stephen Russell, Carol Schryock, Steven Speich (SSp),
Walter and Sally Spofford (W&SS), William Stone,
Marjory Swain, Ed Swenson, Scott Terrill, Ross
Teuber, Floyd Thompson, Frances Weideman, Mar-
jorie Williams, Richard Wilt, Robert and Janet Witze-
man (R&JW), Gary Zahm, Allen Zimmerman, Dale and
Marian Zimmerman (D&MZ).—STEVE ALDEN and
SCOTT MILLS—Department of Biological Sciences,
University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona 85721.

ALASKA REGION
/ Daniel D. Gibson and G. Vernon Byrd

A winter of relatively little snow combined with a
warm spring with no major weather fronts produced a
migration with no concentrations of waterfowl or
shorebirds in south central or interior Alaska. The birds
were dispersed, and the result was an orderly-if unexcit-
ing migration on the mainland. Observers resident this
spring on Buldirand Agattu islands in connection with a
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service study of breeding Aleutian
Canada Geese (B. c¢. leucopareia) [Buldir] and res-
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toration project [ Agattu] gathered much information on
spring movements in the far western Aleutian Islands,
an area from which there has been little information in
the past at any season. Much correlative information on
Asiatic migrants at the north end of the Bering Sea was
gained in the first half of June and will be discussed in
the coming Breeding Season report.

LOONS, GREBES—In the course of shipboard
studies the length of the Aleutian Chain during April, a
number of Yellow-billed Loons were seen, putting to
rest the idea that the species is of casual occurrence in
this part of the Region. Five winter-plumaged birds
were noted between Tigalda and Akutan is., e. Aleu-
tians, Apr. 5 (GVB & DDG); two were seen in outer
Unalaska Bay, Unalaska I., Apr. 5; one was seen in
Korovin Bay, Atkal., Apr. 12; one was seen at isolated
Koniuji I., ¢. Aleutians, Apr. 13; and a breeding-
plumaged individual was observed in outer Massacre
Bay, Attu 1., May 1 (GVB & DDG et al.). Western
Grebes were last seen at Ketchikan May 2 (PM).

WATERFOWL—A Bean Goose was observed at
Buldir I., w. Aleutians, May 16, 20, and 22 (GVB, CPD,
& MHD), but could not be obtained. A subadult ? Bean
Goose was collected at Amchitka I., May 26 (CMW; *
to U.A.). A single 3 ‘““Common’” Green-winged Teal
observed Apr. 23-30 at Womans Bay, Kodiak 1. (RM),
was the first record for the Pacific coast of Alaska e. of
the tip of the Alaska Peninsula. An ad. 3 Garganey
(Anas querquedula) collected at Buldir May 14 (CPD; *
to U.A.) is the first specimen for North America.
Another male and three females were present in the
same area throughout the latter half of May (GVB,
CPD, & MHD). A lone 8 Cinnamon Teal was observed
at Kake, Apr. 28 (CLE). This is the fourth year in the
last five that this species has been found in s.c. or s.e.
Alaska. European Wigeon were observed commonly in
the w. Aleutians during the period. Maximum count
was 14 birds at Attu I. in early May. Two males were
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observed on Kodiak, Apr. 21 through the end of the
period (RM, WED), and one male was observed with
Am Wigeon at Kake, Apr. 14 (CLE). The species is a
rare migrant e. of the Aleutians. Two 33 Com.
Pochards were observed at Adak I., May 13 until about
May 23 (GWE). There were no records from otherareas
this spring. Up to two pairs of Ring-necked Ducks
observed in the Kasilof area, May 16 through the end of
the reporting period (MAM, GP, & RP), provided the
first records of this bird in that area. Five birds were
observed in the Mendenhall Glacier area, Juneau, May
14-31 (WPD), and a pair seen May 26 at mile 10 Copper
River Hwy., e. of Cordova (PI), is the latest spring
record there. Ring-neckeds are uncommon and occur
primarily in interior Alaska. One 3 Lesser Scaup was
closely observed at the Kodiak waterfront, Mar. 30
(GVB, WED, DDG, & RM), and single males, probably
mvolving two individuals, were seen there on May
9& 11 (RM). Tufted Ducks were widely recorded in the
¢ and w. Aleutians during the period. One adult male
was seen at Adak at irregular intervals in April (GVB,
CPD, MHD, & DDG), and one adult male was seen at
Amchitka Apr. 29 (GVB 9 DDG). One male was ob-
served at Murder Pt., Attu, from Apr. 19 through the
end of that month, and the species arrived in numbers
May 2, with 10 birds present May 3-S(GVB, WB, DDG,
& JLT). One female was noted at Buldir May 11, and a
male was seen there May 31 (GVBer al.). A single male
at Agattu I. on May 13 provided the only observation
there (JLT). Up to three pairs of Barrow’s Goldeneyes
were observed at Unalaska 1. in early April (RT). Eight
to ten King Eiders in Orca Inlet, Prince William Sound,
Apr 24-May S (PI), included at least two adult males.
The species is locally very rare. There was some late
movement of White-winged and Surf scoters along the
outer coast of the Copper River Delta, thousands per
day moving west at the end of that period (PI). A ¢ Surf
Scoter identified at Buldir May 22-30 (GVB, et al.) was
a vagrant. Astonishing at the location, two ¢ -plumaged
Hooded Mergansers first observed at Murder Pt., Artu
I, Mar. 28, were present through Apr. 21, on which
date one was collected JLT & CSC; * to U.A.); the
remaining bird was present there through May 5. The
three @ -plumaged Smews at Adak (see Winter Season),
identified in April as a female and two imm. males, were
present until late April. None was reported from other
areas

SHOREBIRDS—Regularly breeding species in
these families were generally on time, although some
were locally early. Asiatics were the highlights of the
season in this group. The records were spectacular and
may have been a result of experienced observers in the
right places for the duration of the migration period
rather than a result of an exceptional spring. A conclu-
sion 1s difficult, if not impossible, to draw at this time.
Be that as it may, between mid-May and the close of the
reporting period, the following species were recorded
m the w. Aleutians, at Agattu JLT, CMW, & CSC)
and/or at Buldir (GVB, CPD, & MHD) in connection
with the Aleutian Canada Goose studies being con-
ducted there: Mongolian Plovers at both islands (** to
U A)), the first Aleutian records of the species;
Rufous-necked Sandpipers at both islands (* to U.A.);
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Long-toed Stint at Buldir (* to U.A.); Temminck’s Stint
(Calidris temminckii), the first spring specimen for N
America, at Buldir (* to U.A.); Greenshank at Buldir,
Polynesian Tattlers at Buldir (* to U.A.); Com. Sandpip-
ers (Tringa hypoleucos) at both islands (* to U.A.); and
Terek Sandpipers (Xenus cinereus) at both islands (* to
U.A.). The first North American specimen of Terek
Sandpiper was taken on the Alaska mainland coast in
1973; details are in press elsewhere. Common Snipe at
Attu, Agattu, and Buldir proved to be, on collection (*
to U.A.), C. g. gallinago from Asia. There are no previ-
ous Alaska records of this form.

A White-rumped Sandpiper carefully observed at
Fairbanks, May 21 (DDG, BK, & TTW), was a second
Interior record. A & Ruff at Adak in late May (EAC,
SC, & DLJ) was to prove to be the first of several seen
in Alaska this spring, the rest after June 1. Wood Sand-
pipers were recorded in some numbers in the ¢. and w
Aleutians during the last half of May: up to 10 birds at
Buldir (GVB et al.), one bird at Aggatu (JL.T), and two
courting pairs at Adak (DDG & B.B.). A flock of 20
Marbled Godwits was observed at Kalsin Bay, Kodiak,
May 5 (RM & NT). Thorough details are on file. There
is no previous Kodiak record, and there are very few in
the Region as a whole. A single Far Eastern Curlew
(Numenius madagascariensis) was observed at Clam
Lagoon, Adak, in late May (EAC, SC, & DLJ). There
are three previous Adak records. Four Bristle-thighed
Curlews were reported at Fritz Cove, Juneau area, May
16 (ESD); there are very few s.e. Alaska records of this
species.

GULLS, TERNS—An ad. Slaty-backed Gull was
observed at Buldir, May 27 (GVB & CPD). There are
few other recent Aleutian records of this bird, although
it is of regular occurrence on the Alaska side of the n
Bering Sea. Single Black-headed Gulls were observed
at Agattu May 8 (CMW; * to U.A.) and May 15 (CSC,
JLT, & CMW); at Buldir May 19&29 (GVB er al.); and
at Adak on May 31 (DDG & B.B.). Aleutian Terns were
first observed at Kodiak May 16 (RM), when 30 birds
arrived; they were first reported at Cold Bay May 24
(RDYJ); and the species was present on the observers’
arrival at Adak May 30 (DDG & B.B.).

CUCKOOS, LARKS—A 3 Com. Cuckoo (Cuculus
canorus) was collected at Buldir, May 30 (GVB &
MHD; * to U.A.). It is the fourth Aleutian and North
American specimen, all taken since 1971. Three or four
Skylarks were present at Attu I., Apr. 30 JLT &
CMW), and occasional birds were noted there through
May 4. A flock of 8 birds was observed at Aga Cove,
Agattul., May 9, and two were collected (JLT & CMW,
** to U.A.). One or two birds were subsequently ob-
served at widely scattered localities on Agattu through
May 23. Up to four birds were seen almost daily, May
14-23, at Buldir I. (GVB, CPD, & MHD).

WAGTAILS, PIPITS—Up to two White Wagtails
were observed May 14-18 at Buldir (GVB er al.), and
single Yellow Wagtails, rare in the Aleutians, were
recorded at Buldir May 17 (GVB; * to U.A.) and on
May 24 and at Agattu May 20 (JLT). At least three
Red-throated Pipits were observed at Buldir on May 30,
and one male was collected (CPD; * to U.A.). There
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is no previous record of this species in the Aleutian
Islands. :

ICTERIDS, FRINGILLIDS—A 3 Red-winged
Blackbird arrived at Potter Marsh, Anchorage, May 26
(DD & AS), the same date a single male was found there
in 1973. The singing bird was present at least through
the end of the reporting period (DDG & GEH, et al.). A
singing 3 Brewer’s Blackbird was reported at Kake,
May 21 (CLE & LE). There are at least two other sight
records of this species in s.e. Alaska; the only specimen
record for the Region is from arctic Alaska. A &
Brown-headed Cowbird was collected on the Chicka-
min River, May 11 (SOM; * to U.A.), and a pair was
observed at Kake, May 22-25 (CLE & LE). Three
Bramblings were observed at Aga Cove, AgattuI., May
9 (CSC, ILT, & CMW), and a winter-plumaged male
was collected (* to U.A.). Although this distinctive
species was specifically sought in other w. Alaska loca-
tions this spring, there were no further reports. A flock
of 20-25 Purple Finches was observed at Auke Bay,
Juneau area, Apr. 11 (ESD). This species may be more
regular in s.e. Alaska than the very few records would
indicate. A singing § Savannah Sparrow was found in
late May at Adak (DLJ ef al.), in the same location as
last year’s bird. A few Chipping Sparrows were seen in
interior Alaska as far west as Fairbanks this May (RSH
& GFS, RIG). There was a substantial movement of

Golden-crowned Sparrows through the Interior this
spring (m. ob.). The species is usually a rare transient.
A pair of Smith’s Longspurs was observed at Mt. Fair-
play, n.e. of Tok, May 25 (RJG), in which area the
species has been found in very small numbers in past
years. Although most Alaska-breeding Smith’s are to
be found in the Brooks Range, there are several
recently-discovered ‘pockets’ of these birds at other,
more southerly, localities.

CONTRIBUTORS AND OBSERVERS—William
Baird, Eugene A. Cardiff, Steve Cardiff, Charles S.
Craighead, Christian P. Dau, David DeLap, Matthew
H. Dick, William E. Donaldson, Evelyn S. Dunn, Wil-
liam P. Dunn, Glenn W. Elison, Clifford L. Estabrook,
Linda Estabrook, Richard J. Gordon, Raymond S.
Hadley, George E. Hall, Pete Isleib, David L. Johnson,
Robert D. Jones, Brina Kessel, Stephen O. Mac-
Donald, Richard MacIntosh, Patricia McConnell, Mary
A. Miller, George Pollard, Ruth Pollard, Gary F. Sear-
ing, Alice Shoe, Robert Tamburelli, Nelle Terpening,
John L. Trapp, Thomas T. Wetmore, Clayton M.
White; B.B., Bird Bonanzas tour group; U.A., Univer-
sity of Alaska; m. ob., many observers;
*specimen.—DANIEL D. GIBSON, University
Museum, University of Alaska, Fairbanks 99701, and G.
VERNON BYRD, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, P.O.
Box 5251, Adak, Alaska 98791.

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

April and May brought approximately average temp-
eratures and rainfall to the Region after almost six
months of considerably-above-average precipitation.
The snow pack in the Cascades and in the mountain
ranges to the east which contribute run-off to the Co-
lumbia River system were at near record levels as the
report period ended.
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LOONS, GREBES, PELAGICS, HERONS — Two
Com. Loons were seen at Cottage Grove, Ore., Apr. 28
(AC, SG). Two individuals of this species were seen at
Matheson L., Vancouver 1., B.C., May 18, one sitting
on a nest (VG); Common Loons nested at the same
location last year. Hundreds of Arctic Loons were in
the waters surrounding s. Vancouver I. through April,
with a few individuals still present at the end of May
(VG). Red-throated Loons were seen in small numbers
in coastal areas of the s. portion of the Region through
the third week of May. Two Red-necked Grebes at
Yaquina Bay, Ore., May 26 (PR, fide FZ) were unusu-
ally late, as was the individual at Tillamook, Ore., May
12 (JG) and the Horned Grebe at Ocean Shores, Wash.,
May 26 (JM). Eared Grebes were to be found about s.
Vancouver 1., up to May 12(VG). A. W. Grebe at Fern
Ridge Res. near Eugene, Ore., May 19 (LLM) was a bit
out of the ordinary, but matched last year’s similar
record.

A boat trip out of Westport, Wash., May 19 turned up
14 Black-footed Albatrosses, one N. Fulmar, 27 Pink-
footed Shearwaters, four Flesh-footed Shearwaters,
and up to 10,000 Sooty Shearwaters (TW et al.). A
freshly-dead Short-tailed Shearwater was found on the
beach at Westport, May 12; the specimen was for-
warded to Point Reyes Bird Observatory (S], BT).
Single Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels were discovered at the
mouth of the Columbia R. May 10 (HN), and — this one
dead — at Ocean Shores May 20 (JM); over 200 indi-
viduals were seen on the boat trip from Westport, May
19 (TW et al.).

Green Herons were reported in six different w.
Washington localities and at five different spots in w.
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Oregon during the report period, which is a better-
than-usual representation. A Great Egret was at
Eugene, Apr. 6 (AC). Seven ad. Black-crowned Night
Herons were found at Salem May 14 (JG), an immature
was noted at Finley N.W.R. s. of Corvallis, Ore., May
26 (FZ), and another individual was discovered at
Kalaloch, Wash., May 19 (CW, fide TW). An Am.
Bittern was found repeatedly at Seattle Apr. 25-May 8
(81, EH, PM); the first at Finley N.W.R. was seen Apr.
16(RR, fide FZ), where possibly two pairs were present
during May (FZ); three individuals were found at Scap-
poose, Ore., May 18 (JG) and single birds were at
Sauvie 1., Apr. 20 (HN) and at Cottage Grove May 11
(AC, SG).

WATERFOWL — A lone Whistling Swan was at
Finley N.W.R. Apr. 25 (FZ), one day earlier than last
year’s similar record. Canada Geese were migrating
through the s. half of the Region from the second week
of April to mid-May; large numbers passed up the
Washington coast (JM); the wintering population of the
Dusky subspecies left the Willamette Valley refuges
between Apr. 19 and Apr. 23 (FZ). Two Brant were
found at the s. jetty area of the Columbia R. mouth May
4 (HN et al.); an adult was found and photographed
there May 22 (HN). Seven Brant were photographed in

Brant, Columbia River, south jetty, May 22, 1974. /
Harry Nehls

a flock of Black Brant at Dungeness, Wash., Apr. 7
(MC). A flock of 2500 Black Brant was seen at Ocean
Shores Apr. 13 (EH, GH, IM); 4000 were at Tofino,
B.C., May 2 (JCo). A single Black Brant at Finley
N.W.R. Apr. 25-May 23 (FZ) was quite unusual.
White-fronted Geese were migrating from early April
until the third week in May, with flocks up to 500 at
Finley N.W.R. during that period (FZ) being the largest
observed assemblages. Single Snow Geese appeared at
Finley N.W.R., Apr. 13-23 (FZ), at Victoria, B.C.,
Apr. 14 (MC), at Ocean City, Wash., Apr. 19 (JM) and
at Duncan, B.C. May 3 (JCo); three were noted at
Seattle Apr. 23 (EH). A Ross’ Goose was reported at
Ankeny N.W.R., in Oregon’s Willamette Valley, May
14-15 (DP, fide FZ), for the first w. Oregon and second
Regional records of which we have knowledge.

Four pairs of possibly breeding Gadwall were at Seat-
tle during the spring (EH). Up to a dozen Gadwall
frequented the Saanich Pen., Vancouver 1., Apr 6-29
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(RS; V&MG]); one was at Ocean Shores May 11 (EH,
JM). Eight Pintail were seen at Cowichan Bay, Van-
couverl., May 19(RS, fide VG). Individual males of the
Eurasian Green-winged Teal were noted at Baskett
Slough N.W.R., Apr. 27 (FZ) and at Tsehum Harbor,
B.C. from the beginning of the report period to Apr. 25
(VG, RS). Late Am. Green-winged Teal were three
individuals at Fern Ridge Res. May 19 (AC). Up to four
Blue-winged Teal were seen at Finley N.W.R., at
Ocean Shores, at Tillamook and at Seattle Apr. 25-May
21; 22 males were to be found at Saanich Apr. 27-May
28 (V&MG, RS). Up to three Eur. Wigeon were at
Saanich until Apr. 29 (VG), while a single male lingered
at Ocean Shores until May 11 (EH, JM), apparently a
record late date for the Region. Seven pairs of N.
Shovelers were counted at Duncan, B.C., May 30
where three days earlier a female with seven young had
been observed (JCo). The 200 individual shovelers at
Fern Ridge Res. Apr. 6 (AC) was a large concentration
for w. Oregon, and the five individuals at Westport May
12 (S were late. Two Redhead at Fern Ridge Res. Apr.
15 (JG) and one at Ocean Shores May 11 (EH, JM) are
both noteworthy records, as is the Ring-necked Duck at
Ridgefield N.W.R., Ridgefield, Wash., May 11 (JW,
fide PM). A Tufted Duck was found at Ladner, B.C.,
Apr. 27 (TW). A surprisingly late record of a pair of
Com. Goldeneye at Fish L. on Oregon’s Santiam
Highway would be regarded with incredulity except for
the fact that two 33 Barrow’s Goldeneyes (which
species has probably bred there in the past) were also
present for the four observers (AC, SG, MPa, PT). An
imm. & Com. Goldeneye was at Seattle on the late date
of May 20 and another male was at Cowichan Bay,
Vancouver 1., May 19 (RS, fide VG). Seven Barrow’s
Goldeneyes were noted at Seattle on the late date of
May 3 (8]). The last Bufflehead records for the season
are of four individuals at Oak Bay, Victoria, May 25
(VG, RS) and an unspecified remnant still present May
27 of what had been up to 90 birds present at Seattle
from Apr. 3 (S]). Oldsquaw were present in numbers up
to 100 in a day of birding along the s. side of the Straits
of Juan de Fuca, Apr. 7-9 (MC); an individual was at
Yaquina Bay, Apr. 17 (FZ), and at Seattle Apr. 8 (SI);
Oldsquaw were common during April around s. Van-
couver I. (VG). Surf Scoters were migrating in large
numbers past the Columbia R. the last week of April
and the first week of May, with an estimated 1500 per
hour flying past for part of the day on May 4 (HN). A
group of 14 Black Scoters were seen there that day
(HN); three Black Scoters were still at Tillamook Bay
May 18 (JBC, RFi). A 3§ Com. Merganser was seen on
the Winchuck R. in s.w. Oregon, Apr. 27 (AC). On the
same date, an unusual concentration of 137 Red-
breasted Mergansers was counted at Victoria (VG,
RS), while on May 24 a late pair was seen at the same
place (RM-G fide VG).

HAWKS, GAMEBIRDS, RAILS—Goshawks were
recorded during the report period at Cottage Grove,
May 11 (CWa, SG, fide AC), at Ridgefield, Wash., Apr.
12 (G&WH), at Seattle, May 2 (EH), at Redmond and
Issaquah, Wash., May 5 (EH, BT), and at Hart L.,
Wash., May 25 (EH). Only ten sightings of Sharp-
shinned Hawks and fewer than that of Cooper’s Hawks
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were reported, with one probable nesting record of the
latter coming from s. Vancouver L.

Reports of Swainson’s Hawks seen during the report
period came from Saanich, Apr. 12 (VG, RS), from near
Warrenton, Ore., on the coast, May 4 (RL), and from
Ridgefield N.W.R., May 11 (JW, fide PM). There was
considerable overflow from the wintering population of
Rough-legged Hawks, with a consequent record
number of spring-season sightings occurring from
Eugene n. to Bellingham; birds at Ocean Shores and L.
Tenell near Bellingham May 12 and at Cathlamet,
Wash., May 11 were the last. Three ad. Golden Eagles
were seen e. of Ashland, Ore., May 24, and two were
seen not far away the next day (OS); an individual at
Finley N.W.R. Apr. 8 “‘eventually soared off with pass-
mg vultures’ (FZ). Two ad. Golden Eagles were seen
regularly in the Malahat Dist. n. of Victoria during the
spring (RS, VG); one was noted at Sidney I. off s.
Vancouver I. May 5 (RG, fide VG). Bald Eagles were
observed at three locations in w. Oregon and at five
locations in w. Washington at various times during the
report period. Ospreys were noted at eleven different
locations, a few of which were nest sites, not quite so
good a showing as last year, but nevertheless encourag-
ing. No reports of Peregrine sightings were received.
Merlins were observed singly at Fern Ridge Res., Fin-
ley N.W.R., Corvallis, Ocean Shores, Victoria and
Saanich between Apr. 11 and May 9. At least nine
Sandhill Cranes were seen at Sauvie 1., w. of Portland,
Apr. 6 where some were heard but not seen on Apr. 20.
(HN, CS); 68 birds of this species were at Cape Flat-
tery, Wash., Apr. 24 (DP, fide PM) and a single indi-
vidual turned up near Saanich Apr. 28-29 (RS, fide VG).
Virginia Rails were noted singly at a few favored spots,
but Soras were more widely recorded, with two at
Cottage Grove, May 11 (MPa, fide AC), one at Banks,
Ore., May 12 and five at Scappoose, Ore., May 18 (JG)
being of particular interest. The last Am. Coot departed
Finley N.W.R. May 22 (FZ).

SHOREBIRDS—On Apr. 23 there were 500
Semipalmated Plovers at Ocean City (JM); a bird of this
species was sitll at Finley N.W_.R. May 26 (FZ). Snowy
Plovers in number up to three, were noted at Tillamook,
at the s. jetty of the Columbia R., and at Ocean Shores
Apr. 24-May 22. On Apr. 7 two Am. Golden Plover
were discovered at Dungeness (MC) and on Apr. 28 a
bird was observed at Coos Bay (AC, SG). A late
Black-bellied Plover was at Finley N.W.R. May 18 and
a late Surfbird was at Westport May 12. At Gray’s
Harbor there were 11 Ruddy Turnstones May 12 (SJ,
BT) and at Victoria there were up to that many May
1-16 (VG et al.). Three Black Turnstones still at
Kalaloch, Wash., May 19 (TW) were late. A Long-
billed Curlew was at Samish I., Wash., Apr. 12 (NL,
fide TW). Whimbrel occurred in possibly record con-
centrations, the 300 at Tofino May 2 (JCo), 100 at the
Samish Flats near Bellingham May 9 (NL, fide TW), 70
at Bellingham May 5 (TW), 35 at Blaine, Wash., May 12
(JD, fide TW), 31 at Nehalem, Ore., May 18 (JBC, RFi)
and 16 at Tillamook May 12 (JG) all being of interest.
Whimbrel were seen repeatedly at Ocean Shores after
Apr. 10 to the end of the report period, with 25 birds
being the maximum (JM). Individual Solitary Sandpip-
ers appeared May 2-11 at Seattle; Burlington, Wash.;
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Corvallis; Finley N.W.R. and Saanich; a bird was seen
again at Saanich May 22. These sightings together rep-
resent the largest number and widest geographic dis-
persion of Solitary Sandpipers ever experienced mn the
Region during a single report period. Wandering Tat-
tlers were at coastal points in the Region Apr. 27-May
26, the maximum for a single day being 15 at Ocean
Shores May 11 (EH, JM). A Willet was found at Toke-
land, Wash., May 12 (SJ, BT). The 100 Greater Yellow-
legs at Finley N.W.R., in late April (FZ) was an unusu-
ally large concentration for this Region, with few re-
ports coming this season from other places; the last
sighting for this species was on May 8 at Saanich
(V&MG). Lesser Yellowlegs were seen only singly or
in pairs at six scattered locations Apr. 13-May 11 Red
Knots appeared in the Region this spring in a number of
impressive concentrations; there were 250 at Ocean
Shores Apr. 23 where 800 were found May 11 (EH, IM),
125 were at Gray’s Harbor May 12 (SJ, BT). A total of
82 Rock Sandpipers was counted at Victoria May 6 (RS,
fide VG); one was at Ocean Shores May 11 (JM) The
only Pectoral Sandpiper reported this spring was one at
Brownsville, Ore., May 3 (HT, fide FZ). Baird’s Sand-
pipers were noted several times; two were at the s jetty
of the Columbia R., Apr. 27 and six were there May 3
(BL, HN); single individuals were seen at Ocean
Shores May 8 (JM) and May 12 (GH, JM). Least Sand-
pipers reached a peak number of 400 at Finley N W R

in April (FZ); 1500 were seen at Metchosin, B.C , May
2-4 (VG et al.). There were approximately 1000 Dunlin
at Finley N.W.R. through part of April, with the last
bird being seen May 5 (FZ); at the s. jetty of the Colum-
bia, there were 800 Dunlin Apr. 27 (HN). Hundreds of
Short-billed Dowitchers were at Ocean Shores 1n late
April and early May, where the first five individuals of
the season had appeared on Apr. 13 (JM); the species
was also recorded at the s. jetty of the Columbia R , at
Westport, at Seattle, and at Victoria in numbers up to
54 between Apr. 2 and May 22. Long-billed Dowitchers
first showed up at Ocean Shores May 8 where 100 were
present three days later (EH, JM); an estimated
13-15,000 **‘mostly if not all’” Long-billeds were at To-
fino, B.C., May 2 (JCo). Loong-billed Dowitchers were
also noted at Finley N.W.R., at Tillamook, at the s

jetty of the Columbia R., at Gray’s Harbor, at Seattle,
at Metchosin, B.C., and at Saanich in numbers up to
145 between Apr. 20 and May 31. A Semipalmated
Sandpiper, studied in contrast with Westerns, was at
the s. jetty of the Columbia R. on May 10 in breeding
plumage (HN); another, similarly plumaged, was ob-
served at Seattle, May 24-26 (EH, SJ, PM et al.) The
astonishing total of 200 Buff-breasted Sandpipers was
found at Tofino, B.C. May 2 by John Comer, who had
found an individual there last spring; there are only
twelve other sightings of this species for the Region in
the last nine years, with none of them involving more
than three individual birds! On Apr. 30 there were two
Marbled Godwits at Victoria (RS, fide VG). Hundreds
of Sanderling were to be seen at Westport on May 12
(SJ). An Am. Avocet in breeding dress turned up at N

Saanich, B.C., May 14 (RF, fide VG). Great numbers of
Red Phalaropes were on the ocean close to shore at
Crescent City, Calif., and at Brookings, Ore., May 22
(JH); 270 were seen at sea off Westport May 19 (TW), at
Newport, Ore., 25 were seen between the Yaquina Bay
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jetties May 11 (RJ, fide FZ); elsewhere up to a dozen
individuals were found at the n. jetty of the Columbia R.
May 11 (JW, fide PM), at Ocean Shores May 11-12, and
at Westport, May 12. At various times during May
Wilson's Phalaropes were to be seen at several places
from Seattle n. to Bellingham, at Saanich, at Dunge-
ness, at Westport, and at Finley N.W.R. Northern
Phalaropes were in the hundreds on the sea off West-
port May 19 (TW); at Westport May 12 (SJ); and migrat-
ing past the Columbia R. mouth May 2-4 (BL, HN) A
few individuals were seen at Brookings May 22 (JH), at
Finley N.W.R., May 5-24 (FZ), at Fern Ridge Res. Apr.
21 (JG), and at Victoria, May 1-14 (RS, VG); up to 40
were on the Tillamook Co. coast May 18 (JBC, RFi).

JAEGERS, GULLS, TERNS AND ALCIDS—
Four Pomarine and 15 Parasitic Jaegers were seen on
the boat trip from Westport May 19 (TW ¢t al.); five on
the latter species were seen at the entrance to Gray’s
Harbor the day before (TW) where up to four birds at a
time were seen intermittently between Apr. 27 and late
May (GH, EH, JM). A dead Parasitic Jaeger was found
March 30 on the Yaquina Bay n. jetty (LN, fide FZ).

An imm. Glaucous Gull was at the n. jetty of the
Columbia R. May 11 (JW, fide PM); individuals were
also seen at Saanich Apr. 12 and at Victoria, Apr. 16 &
22 (VG, RS). Three California Gulls were at Baskett
Slough N.W.R. near Dallas, Ore., Apr. 22 (JMi, fide
FZ), one was at Tillamook May 18 (JBC, RFi), and a
few were at Victoria Apr. 9-May 20 (V&MG, RS). On
Apr. 27 Bonaparte’s Gulls were migrating north past
the Columbia R. mouth at the rate of 100 birds per hour;
on May 19, about 200 individuals were counted in
Gray’s Harbor and at sea (TW er al.), while the day
before some 35 individuals were seen along part of the
Tillamook Co. coast JBC, RFi). At Seattle about 35
birds were seen Apr. 27 and in excess of 50 birds were
noted May 5 (SJ). The last Bonaparte’s Gulls were seen
at Victoria in late May, where the migration had
brought much fewer numbers than last year (VG).
There were up to 18 Black-legged Kittiwakes at Ocean
Shores all through the report period (EH, JM); 29 were
seen in Gray’s Harbor May 19 (TW et al.). Single kit-
tiwakes were seen from the Port Angeles ferry, Apr. 14
(MC), at Brookings, Ore., Apr. 28 (AC, SG), at the s.
jetty of the Columbia R., May 4 & 10 (HN), and at
Victoria May 24 & 28, where two individuals were also
seen May 25 (VG). Three Sabine’s Gulls were observed
at Tofino, May 2 (JCo), 45 were at sea from Westport,
May 19 (TW et al.). and one was over the ocean at the s.
jetty of the Columbia R., May 22 (HN).

A heavy migration of Com. Terns involving 500-700
birds an hour moved past the Columbia R. entrance,
May 2-4 (BL, HN); 100 were at Westport May 12 (SJ,
BT) At Ocean Shores, Com. Terns were regular from
late April to Late May; 60 birds on May 26 being the top
count (JM), while 300 were counted, all near shore, on
the boat trip from Westport, May 19 (TW). Some
300-400 birds were at Samish I., May 11-14 **ten times’’
normal numbers (NL, fide TW). Six Arctic Terns were
carefully studied on the beach at the s. jetty of the
Columbia R. May 10 (HN); one was seen at Bellingham
May 11 (TW), 18 were observed at Tillamook May 12
(JG), nine were at Victoria May 16 (RS, fide VG), and
ten were seen out of Westport May 19 (TW et al.). The
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first Caspian Terns were at Leadbetter Pt. (F&JK, fide
PM) and at Ocean Shores (EH) Apr. 13; one was at
Sooke Harbor, Vancouver 1., May 16 (V&MG), two
were at Samish 1., May 17 (NL, fide TW), two others
were at Cape Meares, Tillamook Co., Ore., May 18
(JBC, RFi) and a few were noted around Gray’s Harbor
May 18-19 (TW et al.). Fifteen Pigeon Guillemots were
seen in Tillamook and Netarts Bays and on the ocean
between those points, May 18 (JBC, RFi); one was at
Seattle May 5 and six were seen at Westport May 12
(SJ). Three Marbled Murrelets and nine Ancient Mur-
relets were spotted from the Port Angeles-Victoria
ferry Apr. 11 (MC); a dead individual of the latter
species was found at Ocean City May 10 (EH,IM). Two
Cassin’s Auklets—one at Port Angeles, the other off
Victoria—were seen Apr. 11 (MC). Fifty Rhinoceros
Auklets were seen at Ocean Shores, May 20 (JM); six of
these birds were at Yaquina Head and four were at Sea
Lion Caves near Florence, Ore., May 26 (PR, fide FZ)

At Pt. Grenville, Wash., Apr. 26, there were 80 Tufted
Puffins standing in pairs at nesting burrows on the s.e

rock (GH, JM); six were at Cape Meares May 18 (JBC,
RFi).

DOVES, OWLS, NIGHTHAWKS, SWIFTS—
Fred Zeillemaker reports that Mourning Dove numbers
this spring at Finley N.W.R. were the highest in at least
five years. Six Pygmy Owls were recorded at Carbon
Creek in Mt. Rainier N.P. Apr. 7 (EH). A Spotted Owl
was again heard at Wolf Creek, Josephine Co., Ore.,
the last week of May (EP). A Snowy Owl was still at the
Eugene airport on the incredibly late date of May 5,
single birds were found lingering still on Apr. 27 at
Ladner, B.C. (TW), on Apr. 24 at Ocean City (JM), on
Apr. 21 at both Leadbetter Pt. (FK, fide PM) and at the
Skagit Flats near Mt. Vernon, Wash., (JW, fide PM)
One or two birds were at the Lummi Flats near Belling-
ham Apr. 20 and two or three birds were still on the
Samish Flats Apr. 19 (TW) where 20 birds had been
present Apr. 1 (NL, fide TW); a Snowy Owl was at
Newport, Ore., still on Apr. 12 (LN, fide FZ). These
records brought to an end the biggest documented inva-
sion of Snowy Owls to the Pacific Northwest Region
which began with the advent of the first few birds seven
months earlier. Lone Short-eared Owls at Newport,
Wash., Apr. 20 (JB, fide PM) and at Seattle Apr. 22 (ES,
fide PM) were a bit late. A Saw-whet Owl at Finley
N.W.R. May 31 (WE, FR, fide FZ) is of interest, as is
the record of two heard at Ocean City Apr. 26 (EH).

A very early Com. Nighthawk was seen at Eugene
Apr. 17 (TL, fide LM); the first one for Victoria ap-
peared May 20 (RF, fide VG). Four Black Swifts were
recorded at Seattle May 16 (KB, fide PM). Vaux’s
Swifts were present in particularly good numbers in w
Oregon after May 1.

HUMMINGBIRDS, WOODPECKERS, FLY-
CATCHERS, SWALLOWS — A & Black-chinned
Hummingbird was at a feeder in Shady Cove in
Oregon’s Rogue R. valley, repeatedly through much of
the spring season (JH). A bright & Costa’s Humming-
bird was seen at Eugene, Apr. 12-16 (DS, LM et al.). for
what appears to be the second record for w. Oregon
—both in the last two years. A suspected three pairs of
Anna’s Hummingbirds were in the Saanich area most of
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the spring (VGet al.). A & Allen’s Hummingbird was at
the Shady Cove feeder May 25 (TM); three males of this
species were found along the Winchuck R., near Brook-
ings, Ore., Apr. 27 (AC, SG). Calliope Hummingbirds
were seen repeatedly through much of the spring at the
Shady Cove feeder (JH, TM). Lewis’ Woodpeckers
were seen only at Finley N.W.R. until May 11 (FZ), at
Cottage Grove, Ore., where one was found May 11
(AQ), and at Saanich, where one appeared May 2 (RF,
fide VG). A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker of the nuchalis
race was seen at the s. jetty of the Columbia R., of all
places, Apr. 24; the bird was observed to fly over the
dunes and out over the estuary, headed northward. On
May 12 a long-dead individual of the ruber race was
picked up on the beach at Westport. A nuchalis race
bird was observed at Saanich May 16 (RMG, fide VG).

Western Kingbirds appeared at Saanich, B.C. May
21 (RM-G, fide VG), at Burlington, Wash., May 7-8
(NL, KW), at L. Sammamish, Wash., May 10 (JB, fide
PM) and at seven localities in Oregon: one at Medford
Apr. 27 (OS); one at Wolf Creek May 3 (EP); nine in the
Cottage Grove area May 11 (AC); at Finley N.W.R.
where the peak was 12 on May 3, with the last being
seen on May 17 (FZ); at Baskett Slough N.W.R. on
Apr. 27 (SD, fide FZ), one at Yaquina Head May 25
(WE, fide FZ), and three at Nehalem May 18 (JBC,
RFi). Black Phoebes were found May 25 nesting under
three bridges along the Applegate R. and Forest Creek
in the Medford area (TM, OS er al.). A Say’s Phoebe
was at Cottage Grove May 10 (MPa, fide AC) and the
same or another individual was seen at Eugene May 18
(fide LM). A Hammond’s Flycatcher was identified at
Fort Stevens S. P., Clatsop Co., Ore., May 3-4 (BL,
HN et al.); two singing individuals were at Schaefer S.
P., Mason Co., Wash., May 12 (EH), and two were
observed at Victoria May 11 (VG, RS). A Dusky
Flycatcher was calling at Seattle May 14 (EH). Western
Flycatchers arrived the last week of April and were
generally thought to be commoner than they had been
last year. Olive-sided Flycatchers at Seattle Apr. 13
(DC, fide PM), and at Corvallis, Apr. 24-28 (EE, fide
FZ) were early arrivals. ’

A Bank Swallow was seen at Ocean Shores, May 11
(EH, JM) and three were seen at the n. jetty of the
Columbia R. May 12 (JW, fide PM). Rough-winged
Swallows were recorded in number up to a half-dozen
the first week of April at Fern Ridge Res., at Corvallis
at Sauvie I. and then on May 18 at Tillamook. Three
Barn Swallows and one Cliff Swallow at Seattle Apr. 6
(FK, fide PM) were early arrivals; 300 of the latter birds
at Fern Ridge Res. Apr. 7 (JBC, WE, WT) was a sur-
prising early concentration. Purple Martins arrived in
the Willamette Valley and Puget Sound trough in mid-
April, but were in good numbers only at Fern Ridge
Res. where they utilized nest boxes for night roosts
(TL, fide ILM); in May a few martins were seen on the
Oregon coast and on s. Vancouver [.

JAYS THROUGH SHRIKES—A Gray Jay in the
hills n.e. of Cottage Grove, May 11 (AS, fide AC) was
out-of-the-ordinary. Two Mountain Chickadees were
spotted seven miles e. of Forks, Wash., Apr. 9; three
were on Hurricane Ridge Road in Olympic N. P., Apr.
14 (MC). Red-breasted Nuthatches were all but unre-
ported this season. Three Pygmy Nuthatches were

844

found at Mora Ranger Station near LaPush, Wash ,
Apr. 10 (MC) for another Olympic Peninsula and
Washington coastal record of this inland species A
singing Mockingbird was at Salem, Ore., May 15-16
(DD, fide TM). A Gray Catbird was recorded Apr. 14 at
Port Angeles (MC) for the only w. Washington occur-
rence known to us. A Sage Thrasher was found at Fern
Ridge Res. Apr. 14 (RFI, fide 1.M) and another was
discovered at the s. jetty of the Columbia R. May 4 (HN
et al.);itis extremely rare in w. Oregon. Several pairs of
W. Bluebirds utilized nesting boxes about Eugene this
spring, where no nesting has been known to occur for
some years (LM); nine individuals were seen at Cottage
Grove May 11 (AC), a male was seen at L. Samish,
Wash., Apr. 15 (fide TW) and a female was at Victoria,
May 18 (VG, RS). A pair of Mountain Bluebirds was
seen on Samish I.; Apr. 1-4 (NL, fide TW), and a pair
was at an apparent nest site in logged-over land e of
Bellingham Apr. 21 (fide TW). Townsend’s Solitaires,
in number up to three at one time, were seen at Wolf
Creek twice, at Eugene, and Yaquina Head in Oregon,
at Hobart, at Camano I., and e. of Issaquah in Washing-
ton, and at Saanich on Vancouver I. Apr. 16-May 21 A
nest of the Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was again found on
Roxy Ann Butte near Medford June 3 (OS). Up to 60
Water Pipits were to be found at Seattle, Apr. 16-May
27 (S)) and up to 75 could be found during the same
period in the environs of Victoria (VG et al.). Cedar
Waxwings were very scarce, apparently, appearing at
only afew spots in the Region during April and May A
few N. Shrikes were still in the s. Willamette Valley the
first ten days of April. A Loggerhead Shrike was found
at Eugene the last few days of April (LM et al.).

VIREOS, WARBLERS, BLACKBIRDS AND
TANAGERS — Hutton’s and Solitary Vireos were
relatively well reported this spring from Grants Pass,
Ore., n. to Victoria. Red-eyed Vireos were recorded
only from Eugene Apr. 21 (DG, fide LM) and May 2
(JG). An early Warbling Vireo put in an appearance at
Corvallis, Apr. 9 (R], fide FZ), but the species was not
well reported this spring, except possibly from Seattle
A Tennessee Warbler was found at Ruby Beach, n of
Kalaloch, Wash., May 20 by four observers, some of
whom at least, were familiar with the species (VB, JHe,
CJ, RR, fide TW); the find marks the second occur-
rence of this species in w. Washington known to us, the
other being last fall. Orange-crowned Warblers ap-
peared widely and abundantly in the s. portion of the
Region by the end of the first week in April. Nashville
Warblers could be found in favored spots in s w
Oregon after mid-April, and were recorded at Corvallis,
Finley N.W.R., and Monmouth, Ore., later in the sea-
son; individuals were also noted at Seattle and Samish
1., Wash., in late April or in May. An early Yellow
Warbler was at Sekiu, Wash., Apr. 9 (MC); an appar-
ently still migrant group was observed at Lost L.. on the
Santiam Highway in the Oregon Cascades May 24 (AC
et al.). A Black-throated Gray Warbler at Eugene Apr
7 (JG) and another at Corvallis Apr. 9 (EE, fide FZ)
both were early arrivals for a generally early migration
movement which seems to have been widespread
within the next two weeks. Townsend’s Warblers were
on the move by the second week of April in w. Oregon,
with an early peak at Eugene the following week (LM),
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the movement through Finley N.W.R. was charac-
terized as the best show for this species experienced in
the observer's five years there (FZ); at Wolf Creek,
May 16-18 a grounded ‘wave’ of warblers was half
comprised of Townsend’s Warblers (EP). Hermit
Warblers, too, seemed to move earlier than usual this
year, also reaching an early peak at Eugene in the third
week of April (LM), and being common at Wolf Creek
after Apr. 20 (EP). A Palm Warbler was found at Lead-
better Pt., Wash., Apr. 13 and again Apr. 20 (FK, fide
PM) for one of w. Washington’s very few records of this
species and possibly the first spring record. A
MacGillivray’s Warbler at Hobart, Wash., Apr. 20 (SJ)
was early, as were the single Wilson’s Warblers at
Eugene, Apr. 5 (DDu, fideFZ) and at Alsea, Ore., Apr.
8 (JCa, fide FZ).

Yellow-headed Blackbirds were at Fern Ridge Res.,
Brownsville, Ore., Finley N.W.R., the s. jetty of the
Columbia, Nisqually, Wash., Seattle, Samish 1., Vic-
toria and Saanich at various times during April and
May, usually up to four individuals at a time. Northern
Onoles are not common in the Region; only a few were
noted from Wolf Creek n. to Seattle after mid-April;
one was at Saanich May 24 (RF, fide VG). Brown-
headed Cowbirds, after becoming quite common in the
Region during the sixties, seem not to be increasing
their numbers further. A. W. Tanager at Eugene, Apr.
14 (DG, fide LM) was two and a half weeks ahead of the
princtpal migration. A & Lazuli Bunting was again
found at Saanich this year, May 27 & 29 (V&MG);
many more of this species were at Wolf Creek during
May this year than last (EP). Evening Grosbeaks were
conspicuously abundant through interior w. Oregon
and w Washington all during the spring season. Purple
Finches seemed to be more noticeable than usual in
nw Oregon this spring. A Gray-crowned Rosy Finch
was discovered on a lawn in company with a flock of
Pine Siskins at Eugene Apr. 22 and was closely ob-
served (AC et al.). Up to 20 were seen on Hurricane
Ridge in the Olympics Apr. 8 and at Snoqualmie Pass e.
of Seattle Apr. 15 (MC). Three Com. Redpolls were
observed at Yellow L. e. of Issaquah, Wash., Apr. 26
(JB, fide PM). Pine Siskins were present in large num-
bers away from the coast in w. Oregon and w. Washing-
ton lowlands all during April and until late May; num-
bers at Eugene were described as ‘‘incredible,” at
Salem as ‘“‘tremendous’” and in Portland as ‘‘abun-
dant ** Four siskin nests were found at Seattle during
May, from which at least six young had fledged by the
end of the month (SJ). Red Crossbills were commonly
observed through the s. portion of the Region n. of
Eugene, including coastal areas, during the report
period, with the flock of 1500 at LaPush Apr. 10 (MC)
being the largest reported concentration. Two & & Lark
Buntings in full breeding dress were discovered in a
field near Otis, Lincoln Co., Ore., May 26 (R&RH, fide
HN) Grasshopper Sparrows had returned to their pre-
viously used nesting area w. of Eugene by the last week
of April; five individuals were seen there in late May
(fide LM). Vesper Sparrows were seen at Olympia
(G&WH), in the Seattle area (EH, SJ ef al.), and near
Victoria (VG) during late April and early May, at all of
which places the species is markedly uncommon. Indi-
viduals of the Slate-colored variety of the Dark-eyed
Junco were noted at Corvallis and at three places in
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Washington, the latest sighting occurring Apr. 20 at
Olympia (G&WH). Individual Tree Sparrows were
seen Apr. 3 at Seattle (SJ) and Apr. 13 at Duncan where
one wintered (JCo). A Chipping Sparrow was found
May 11 at Ocean Shores, where the species is rare (EH,
JM); indications are that on Vancouver 1. the species
has made a good recovery from the low numbers which
prevailed a year ago (VG). Single Harris’ Sparrows
were recorded at the Lummi Flats near Bellingham,
Apr. 4 (JD, fide TW), at the Skagit Flats JW, fide PM)
and near Olympia (G&WH) the last week of April.
Lingering Golden-crowned Sparrows were still to be
found at Eugene (LLM), just n. of Grants Pass (OS), and
at Monroe, Ore., (FZ) all on May 19; the species was
last noted at Victoria May 25 (ARD, VG, RS). White-
throated Sparrows were seen at Esquimalt on Van-
couver I. where one wintered until Apr. 24 (fide VG), at
Corvallis Apr. 20 (LN, fide FZ), at Samish 1., May 5
(NL, TW), and at Duncan, May 6-8 (JCo). Presumably
migrant Lincoln’s Sparrows were observed in a number
of localities the latter half of April, with one at Duncan
May 9 (VG) the latest. A Lapland Longspur was found
at Seattle at various times through the third week in
April by a number of observers; other lone birds were
seen at Ocean Shores, Apr. 20-May 8 (GH, EH, IM)
and at Victoria, Apr. 27-May 1 (VG, RS).

OBSERVERS—John Beaufort, Vida Blauvelt, Ken
Brunner, John Casteel (JCa), David Chelimer, Mark
Collie, John Comer (JCo), Alan Contreras, John B.
Crowell, Jr., A. R. Davidson, Steve Davis, Dick Den-
ton, David Dudley (DDu), James Duemmel, William
Elliott, E. Eltzroth, Roy Fisk (RFi), Randy Floyd
(RF1), Ralph Fryer, Richard Gibbs, Jeff Gilligan, Dan
Gleason, Vic & Margaret Goodwill, Sayre Greenfield,
Robert & Ruth Harris, Janet Herrmann (JHe), Joseph
Hicks, Glen & Wanda Hoge, Eugene Hunn, Robert
Jarvis, Stuart Johnston, Cliff Jones, Fay & Jan Krause,
Norman Lavers, Bob Loehning, Robert Lucas, Tom
Lund, R. Mackenzie-Grieve, Phil Mattocks, Tom
McCamant, Larry McQueen, James Micuda (JMi),
James Morris, Harry Nehls, Lars Norgren, Michael
Patterson (MPa), David Pearson, Eleanor Pugh, Fred
Ramsey, Robert Randall, John Ratti, Richard Rogers,
Peter Rothlisberg, Ron Satterfield, David Simon,
Aaron Skirvin, Charles Smith, Ernie Spragg, Otis
Swisher, Howard Taylor, William Thackaberry, Phillip
Thomas, Bill Tweit, Terry Wahl, Clarice Watson
(CWa), Keith Wiggins, John Wingfield, Charles Wood,
C. Fred Zeillemaker. — JOHN B. CROWELL, JR.,
1185 Hallihan Circle, Lake Oswego, OR 97034 and
HARRY B. NEHLS, 2736 S. E. 20th Avenue, Portland,
OR 97202.

MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Russell Greenberg and Rich Stallcup

Spring throughout North California was exception-
ally cool with nearly constant, blustery northwest
winds along the coast and in the north Coast Range. A
late snow storm April 24 dropped 14 inches at Calaveras
State Park (below C.S.P.), hail at Auburn, and com-
pletely blanketed the Sierras along Interstate 80 from
Colfax to Truckee. A very late Sierran cold spell May
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18 and 19 dropped temperatures into the low twenties
and caused Black Oaks to lose their new leaves. This
probably had an adverse affect on warblers, vireos and
Black-headed Grosbeaks which were then well into
nesting activities. Only four rainy days were reported
during the period at Auburn and the only hot days were
in the last week of May when temperatures along the
south coast and in the Central Valley (below C.V.)
reached the high nineties and rose to 72° at C.S.P.

The strong northwesterlies on the coast were prob-
ably responsible for the large numbers of Red
Phalaropes with the usual Northern Phalaropes, the
more than usual observations of petrels for spring in
Monterey Bay (AB) and relatively few landbird mi-
grants reaching the Farallon Islands (below F. Is.)
(P.R.B.O.).

LOONS, GREBES—Loons departed on time and
passing of all was reported as typical. Common Loons
were found at eight inland localities which is normal.
Two Arctic Loons that stayed at the F.Is. into June
(P.R.B.0.) and a Red-throated Loon on Crespi Pond,
Monterey Co., May 2 (AB) to May 5 (RS) were the only
oddities. A few Red-necked Grebes lingered later than
is normal and one at Monterey May 5 (OAS) and May 6
(AB), one at King Salmon, Humboldt Co., May 5 (DE,
TS),.one at Mendocino Staircase May 12 (DW, TL) and
one at Drakes Beach May 20 (WMP) are some of our
very few May records. The usual few Horned Grebes
were found inland (AE, RS) and one at San Rafael May
27 was late (WMP). Eared Grebes peaked at Chico on
Apr. 26 with 120 (PM) which was near the peak date at
other C.V.localities. At Pt. Bonita 1700 W. Grebes was
a high number for May 5 (MLR).

TUBENOSES—Twenty-five Black-footed Alba-
trosses were 20 mi. w. of Eureka Apr. 20 (DE, TS). A
concentration was found 1-15 mi. n.w. of Pt. Pinos with
30 on May 5 (OAS) and 50 on May 18 {(C.F.0O.). Those
on the latter date were joined by a single Laysan Alba-
tross, likely the same individual that wintered in the
area. The possibility this was the same bird that was
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released from Alameda Naval Station Apr. 22, 1973 has
been reasonably argued (VR). The highest number of
Pink-footed Shearwaters was 15 on May 5 at Monterey
Bay (0.A.S.) and 5000 Sooty Shearwaters seen from
Pt. Pinos was an early influx (AB). One or 2 Ashy
Petrels per pelagic trip was more than usual and was
probably owing to persistent NW winds (AB, RS).
Fork-tailed Petrels, also associated with offshore
winds, were in Monterey Harbor with 35 on May 14, 20
on May 15 and three on May 16. (RR, VR, SB). Most
amazing was a Leach’s Petrel seen from the Coast
Guard pier May 14 (RR); this species is rarely reported
within 50 mi. of shore.

PELICANS THROUGH HERONS—Total White
Pelicans reported was over 1000 from four C.V.
localities in April and May which is normal (BED, PM,
RS). Brown Pelicans returned to Pacific Grove May 21
(AB), the Pajaro R. mouth May 30 (J&RW) and the F.
Is. May 31 (P.R.B.0O.) which are typical dates. An adult
and an immature at the Pajaro R. Apr. 16 J&RW) either
wintered or were very early. Brandt’s Cormorants re-
turned to their nesting rocks in Humboldt Co., in early
April (DE, TS). Green Herons returned in April with
five at Woodland. Yolo Co., late in the month (RS), one
at Gray Lodge Wildlife Area, Butte Co., Apr. 10(BED)
and one at the Garcia R. mouth Apr. 11 (OJK). An ad.
Little Blue Heron was at Palo Alto May 3 & 21 (BY,
BD). Last spring an adult defended a nest site on nearby
Blair I. and no doubt other nesting attempts have been
made in S. San Francisco (S.F.) Bay and on W. Marin 1.
in the north bay. Up to 17 Cattle Egrets wintered in the
Watsonville area (RS) with nine still present Apr. 26
(IM). Two were at Novato Apr. 20 through the end of
the period (LCB), two were at Alviso Apr. 20
(BY,T'C,BS) and two were still present at Arcata at the
end of the period (DE, TS). A single bird flew into the
Audubon Canyon Ranch rookery at Bolinas Lagoon in
mid-April but did not nest (P.R.B.0.); there is still no
breeding record for this region.

WATERFOWL—The last Whistling Swans were
three at the Garcia R. mouth May 2 (OJK) which is late.
Most of the Black Brant this winter along the California
coast mass in S. Humboldt Bay in early April; 5000
estimated on Apr. 7 was felt to be only a fraction of the
total present (DE, TS). At Gray Lodge Wildlife Area
200 Show Geese Apr. 2-9 and 110 White-fronted Geese
Apr. 24 were late (BED). On Apr. 17, 50 Snows were
seen flying to the southwest high overhead at C.S.P.
(MK). Fulvous Tree Ducks arrived at Woodland Apr.
19, nearly a month early (RS, DAG) and were seen by
many through the period; up to 3 were present. At
Arcata 120 Green-winged Teal including one Eurasian
race and an intermediate Apr. 21 declined to 30 on May
5 and none were present May 8 (DE, TS). About 20
Blue-winged Teal were reported from the coast and
C.V. which is normal and a pair with 8 young was seen
May 21 at Palo Alto for the first local breeding record
(BY). A & Blue-winged x Cinnamon Teal was de-
scribed from Chico where it was present Mar. 15-Apr.
17 (PM). Wood Ducks were reported in good numbers
from all sections. There were many reports of nesting
and the best numbers were 20 pairs along the American
R. between Sacramento and Nimbus Dam (Rios, fide
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BK) and at least S pairs near Elkhorn, Yolo Co. (RS et
al ) Most diving ducks departed on schedule. Greater
Scaup, rare inland, were reported from Chico with a
pair Apr. 22 (PM) and from Borax L., Lake Co., Apr. 11
with one (DW, TL). An Oldsquaw at Monterey lingered
until Apr. 27 (DR, JM, WMP) and one was at Princeton
Harbor through the end of the period (JM, PM, NS). A
few scoters of all three species remained at coastal
localities through May which is usual. Four hundred
Ruddy Ducks at Woodland Apr. 25 (RS, DW) was
reduced to 30 by May 4 (RS). Red-breasted Mergansers
were inland at Sacramento with one female (Wilburn,
fide BK) and Avocado L., Fresno Co., with a male and
two females Apr. 13 (R&KH, JS). They are uncommon
but regular inland in the spring.

CONDORS THROUGH EAGLES—Three reports
involving four California Condors were received. An
adult was seen by ranchers 2 mi. s. of Mt. Madonna,
Monterey Co., Apr. 14 (fide BGE) and another adult
was seen along Lower Arroyo Seco Creek, Santa Cruz
Co May 22 (Crutcher,* fide BGE). Two were seen
from a jet airplane over Hollister Apr. 16! They were
less than 1000 feet below the ascending jet and were
apparently undisturbed. Calculations indicate they may
have been flying as much as 15,000 feet above sea level
(LF) Condors regularly visit the southern part of the
region. Goshawks were reported from the Warner Mts,
Modoc Co., May 21 (JGu) and from C.S.P. May 6
(MK). Normal numbers of Sharp-shinned and Cooper’s
Hawks were reported. Although only 23 Red-
shouldered Hawks were reported in contrast to last
spring’s 40 we do not feel this represents a true de-
crease. As expected after an invasion the magnitude of
the one last winter, Rough-legged Hawks were seen
well ito the spring with ten reports for May. A record
late report was obtained with a sighting at Hydesville,
Humboldt Co., May 26 (DE, TS). An imm. Bald Eagle
at Sacramento June 2 (Wilburn, fide BK) was unusual.
Nine Ospreys with three active nests Apr. 11 at Duncan
Mills, Sonoma Co., (WMP et al.) and six at the Albion
and Navarro R., Mendocino Co., Apr. 28 (OJK) com-
prised the bulk of the 27 reports, which is par. The only
unusual falcons were a 2 Merlin Apr. 5 and a Prairie
May 7, both near Fresno (R&KH, JS).

CHICKENS—A hen Turkey at Blue L., Sonoma
Co , May 24 (JGu) and a pair 4 mi. s. of Ukiah, Men-
docino Co., May 3 were the only ones reported. They
are known to have been introduced at Hopland close to
the latter locality 2 years ago (OJK). A drumming 3
Ruffed Grouse at Tish Tang campground north of Wil-
low Creek, Humboldt Co. (Forsell, fide DE) was the
only one reported. Blue Grouse were booming in good
numbers in e. Humboldt Co. (DE, TS) which is normal.

SHOREBIRDS—A peak of 60 Semipalmated Plo-
vers at Jacoby Creek, Arcata May 2 (DE, TS) and 37 at
Woodland Apr. 22 (RS, DW) were more than are usu-
ally reported in spring. Four were at Fresno May 1
(R&KH, JS). Two Mountain Plovers in spring plumage
were 5 mi. n. of Fresno Apr. 28 (BS), a very late date.
An Am. Golden Plover was on the F.Is. Apr. 29
(P R B.0.) and two were at Arcata as late as May 16
(DE, TS). Black-bellied Plovers and Whimbrels are

Volume 28, Number 4

much more common in the C.V. in the spring than at
any other time. The following plover concentrations are
by no means outrageous: 500 at Elkhorn Apr. 24 (RS et
al.}), 500 at Franklin, Sacramento Co., Apr. 22 (fide BK)
and 500 at Stevinson, Merced Co. (DDeS, JF) Apr. 28
Likewise 600 Whimbrels in the Woodland area Apr
24-May 2 (RS, DW), 200 at the Pleasanton Sewage
Ponds Apr. 27 (SFB) and 200 near Stevinson, Merced
Co., Apr. 28 (DDeS, JF) are normal. The first Whimbrel
arrived at Arcata Apr. 14, ten days later 240 were pres-
ent and fifty were still there at the end of the period as
usual (DE, TS). Solitary Sandpipers usually very rare in
the region, particularly in the spring, were widely re-
ported from Apr. 28-May 5. The following reports are
all of interest: one on the American R., at Sacramento
Apr. 28 (fide BK), one at Rockville Park, Solano Co.,
Apr. 29 (FKB), two at the n. end of Honey L., in late
Apr. (GP), two at Gray Lodge May 1 (BED), one on
Bolinas Mesa, Marin Co., May 2 (RS, GP), one at
Crespi Pond May 5 (RS, GM) and up to four at Wood-
land Apr. 21-May 5. A Rock Sandpiper at the Pajaro R
mouth on May 11 was still in winter plumage (J&RW)
A Pectoral Sandpiper, rare in the spring, was reported
from Arcata Apr. 4 (Schmoldt, fide DE). Two Short-
billed Dowitchers were with 200 Long-billeds at Wood-
land Apr. 29 (RS, DW). This is probably a normal ratio
inland spring and fall. A Marbled Godwit, uncommon
inland, was at Woodland Apr. 25 (RS, DW). The first
onshore flight of Red Phalaropes since 1971 occurred in
May reaching a peak of several thousand with 25,000
Northern Phalaropes in Carmel Bay May 10 (AB)
Estimates gf phalargpgs flying by PreRisaslased.on
on May 14, s on May 135, and 630,000 on May
Onshore estimates indj R utnumbered North-
rns 15:1 on these dates (RR). In early May they were

present at nearly all coastal localities south of Men-
docino; only 12 were seen this season at Humboldt Co
(DE, TS). Stron% northwest winds were undoubicdly
responsible for blowing them towards shore and many

T e e por T AR DrreTTe e th fight
was a single winter-plumaged bird at Woodland Apr
26, the first spring inland report for the region (LCB et
al.). The maximum of Wilson's Phalaropes at Wood-
land was 35 Apr. 28 (RS ef al.) and S at Humboldt Bay
May 30 (DE, TS et al.).

JAEGERS THROUGH TERNS—Five Pomarine
Jaegers were seen in Monterey Bay Apr. 8 (AB) but
none were seen in May (C.F.O., 0.A.S.). Possibly the
first spring regional record of Long-tailed Jaeger was an
adult 5 mi. off Trinidad, Humboldt Co., June 7 (D
Wilhelm, GF*). There were also several Parasitic Jae-
gers off Humboldt Co. this period. A second-year
Glaucous Gull was at F.Is. Mar. 31 (P.R.B.0O.) and a
first-year bird was at Table Bluff, Humboldt Co., Apr. 7
(DE, TS et al.). A late Herring Gull was at Sacramento
May 15 (fide BK). Single Franklin’s Gulls, always rare,
were reported at 3 localities: Arcata Apr. 24 (DE, TS et
al.), Gray Lodge Wildlife Area May 16&20 (BED*) and
the Pajaro R. mouth May 29 (J&RW¥*). An ad. Laughing
Gull at the Pajaro R. mouth May 28 is the fourth reg-
ional record J&RW*). An imm. Bonaparte’s Gull at
Gray Lodge May 20 (BED) was unusual. Black-legged
Kittiwakes were in their normal small numbers except
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at Princeton harbor where 11 on May 19 (BS) increased
to 40 on May 28 with 25 roosting on the roof of the fish
market (PM). Only 9 Sabine’s Gulls were reported: an
immature from Trinidad Apr. 19 (DE, TS), an adult 2
mi. n.w. of Pt. Pinos May 5 (CAS, RS), one off the Pt.,
May 14 (RR), and five near the F. Is. May 13 (TC).

i Co t Humboldt Bay May 5 and 20

at Cres ity May 7 (DE, TS) should prove to be
no mbers with careful scruti mns.
Six Arctic Terns were seen off Monterey May 5

(0.A.S., RS) and nine were seen there May 18 (C.F.O.,
AB); they are uncommon offshore in the spring. Least
Terns were seen in six Monterey and San Francisco
Bay localities (many obs.) but their survival probability
looks grim. The only breeding colony located, with a
mere 20 pairs, is on a soon-to-be-developed fill on Bay
Farm I., Alameda Co. Thirty Black Terns were seen at
Williams, Colusa Co., May 3. A peak population of 22
was found Apr. 25 (before the rice paddies were
flooded) at Woodland, and ten were along the Sante Fe
Grade near Los Banos May 5 (DDeS,* JF). Generally
rare on the coast, four were reported from San Fran-
cisco Bay (PM, BY, BD), two from the Pajaro R. mouth
May 10 (J&RW)and one from EurekaMay 5 (DE, TS et
al.) for the second spring Humboldt Co. record.

ALCIDS—At Trinidad 6000 Com. Murres were
estimated on offshore rocks (DE, TS) and 3000 were in
a rich feeding area off Pacific Grove Apr. 19 (AB). At
the same spot 132 Pigeon Guillemots, were present
Apr. 12 where only 10-20 are normal (AB). Thirty Mar-
bled Murrelets in Humboldt Bay off King Salmon is
more than usual (DE, TS). Two Xantus’ JisiaMgi s

lets were seen withi ] n

T, . Sears, RG*). There is one

revious spring record for the Gulf of the Farallons and
MI be overlooked.
Two Tufted Puffins were observed on and about Goat
Rock, Sonoma Co. May 25 (EWT) and another was
seen from Pt. Pinos May 14 (RR) during the big blow.

DOVES THROUGH NIGHTJARS—A small popu-
lation of Spotted Doves has been present in Fresno
since 1973. Up to six were observed this spring
(R&KH, IS). Roadrunners were reported from a nor-
mal 3 localities in the foothills around the C.V., includ-
ing birds observed regularly through May in Del Puerto
Canyon, Stanislaus Co. (SFB, MLR, JF). If Screech
Owls are decreasing in the outer coast ranges, they
seem to be in good numbers in the interior. Twelve were
heard, one to 2 per stop, along Mines-Rd., (AE) and four
were heard in Caswell State Park May 4 (DDeS, JF).
Great Gray Owls were found at both Crane Flats and
Peregoy Meadows in Yosemite N.P. this spring, and
were seen at a nest in the latter locality May 11-12 for
the fourth consecutive year. Long-eared Owl distribu-
tion continues to defy concise definition particularly in
the spring. Three reports this period were from widely
divergent localities: Pinnacles Nat’l Mon. Apr. 4 (JM),
Swanton Rd., Santa Cruz Co., May 10 (fide RAM) and
the Sacramento area May 10 (fide BK). Small numbers
of Short-eared Owls regularly spend spring and summer
in Central California. This spring had the normal
number of reports; one was seen near Davis, Yolo Co.,
Apr. 21 (DW) and pairs were at the Palo Alto Baylands

843

(TC, BY) and the Salinas R. mouth during May_Susp1-
cions of nesting at the latter locality were confirmed

en a nest was fou on, Branson, fide
AB). Rare y reported from the C.V. floor, a Poor-will
was heard at Elkhorn, Yolo Co., April 19 (DAG). They
were regularly found at Tilden Park, Contra Costa Co ,
in April and May (many obs.).

SWIFTS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS—Black
Swifts were reported from a number of regular moun-
tain localities. Three were found near Briceland, Hum-
boldt Co., May 18 (TS, DE et al.) and two were at the
South Fork of the Kings R. May 26 (R&KH, JS). The
only coastal report was for a lone migrant over Arcata
May 18 (fide TS, DE). Eighteen reports of Vaux’s
Swifts were mainly for singles and flocks less than 20
Nine interior reports had a median date of Apr. 25 and
eight reports from the S.F. Bay area and outer coast had -
a median date of May 3; this includes an exceptionally
early individual Apr. 4 in Arcata (DE, TS). Some of the
coastal reports were probably from breeding grounds
including 15 at Portola S. P., San Mateo Co., May 16
(DDeS, JF) and a pair was once again found at Crane
Flats May 23 (VR). Black-chinned Hummingbirds were
common in the upper Carmel Valley Apr. 28 (DR, JM,
RG, JL). A 8 Costa’s Hummingbird was found at the
regular locality in Del Puerto Canyon by many during
May (AE, VR, SJB e al.). At the same spot a female,
probably of this species, was observed feeding young
May 25 (MLR). Males were also found at Pinnacles

hummingbirds. Thigsauingmigrants passed through the
acramento area Mar. 4-Apr. 18. Good numbers were
present in coastamnd May 4 (DDeS, JF)
Two males were seen on Mines Rd., May 5 (JM) and
one in Arcata Apr. 28 (DE, TS). Unidentified
Selasphorus hummingbirds, one of each sex, were at
Horse Mt., Humboldt Co., May 31 (DE, TS). Rufous
Hummingbirds have been found breeding locally in the
mountains of that county, but the total north Coast
Range breeding status has yet to be worked out. Anad
male and other Selasphorus, presumably of this
species, regularly frequented feeders near S. Yolla
Bolly Mt., consistently from May-August 1973
(Keeler-Wolf, RG). Calliope Hummingbirds were re-
ported from 6 localities west of the Sierras with up to six
males in Tilden Park in late April (JR, VH et al.)

WOODPECKERS—Pure “‘Yellow-shafted’’ Flick-
ers were found at 4 localities in April. Pileated Wood-
peckers were reported from 8 sites in Sonoma and
Mendocino Cos. Thirteen Lewis’ Woodpeckers be-
tween Bridgeville and Kneeland were holdovers from
last winter’s invasion of Humboldt Co. Some weie
found on the C.V. floor at 2 localities this spring, near
Fresno May 2 (R&KH, JS) and Helevista Park, Yolo
Co., where more than 20 were found Apr. 19 (DAG,
RS). An ad. ¢ Red-naped Sapsucker was near San
Antone Jct., Apr. 16 (SJB). The first report in several
years of Nuttall’s Woodpeckers on the S.F. peninsula
were from Jasper Ridge May 18 (DDeS, JF) and ~
Steven’s Creek Park (TC) May 11.
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FLYCATCHERS THROUGH SWALLOWS
—Western Kingbirds were seen west of their normal
breeding range several places this spring: one at the
Palo Alto baylands Apr. 28 (RG, DR, JL, JM), two at
Coyote Hills Apr. 18 (B&CY), one at the Arcata Bot-
toms May 4-6 and 30 (TS, DE) one at McKinleyville
May 15 (fide DE, TS), and one near Boonesville, Men-
docino Co., Apr. 28 (OJK). A high elevation record was
one for 5500 feet, 18 mi. n.e. of Placerville (B&RL).
Seven Hammond’s Flycatchers were banded on the
F Is. (P.R.B.0.) and six migrant Hammond’s-Dusky
types were seen on the mainland this spring. Only two
Willow Flycatchers were reported from the C.V. and
one from the F. Is.; an exceptionally early one was
found in the Santa Cruz Mts. Apr. 14 (BGE). Three
Gray Flycatchers were reported from the C.V. this
spring which is normal for this rare but regular migrant
west of the Sierra crest. Early W. Wood Pewees were
found Mar. 15 six mi. s. of Pt. Arena (OJK)and Mar. 23
1 Sacramento (fide BK). A colony of less than 50 Bank
Swallows was found on Trafton Rd., south of Watson-
ville, Monterey Co., May 4 (RAM). Other colonies
were reported from the Sacramento R. near Chico with
25 pairs (PM), the American R. near Sacramento (fide
BK) with 50 pairs and Ano Nuevo Pt., San Mateo Co.,
with 10 individuals (DDeS, JF). The colony bank at the
Pajaro R. mouth was partially collapsed during last
winter’s storms, but some returned to breed (J&RW). A
3 Purple Martin on the F.Is. May 28 was the second
record for the islands (P.R.B.O., RS) and three were
seen in Fresno Apr. 27, where they are very rare
(R&KH, JS).

TITS THROUGH WRENS—A Black-capped
Chickadee reported from Eureka Apr. 26-29 was south
of 1ts normal range (fide DE, TS). A Chestnut-backed
Chickadee at 5,000 feet at China Camp, Monterey Co.,
was at the elevational extreme of the species range
(JM). Coulter Pines on nearby Chew’s Ridge is an un-
usual locality fogatEaibatehes seen there April
and May (JM, SB, VR, JL.). The coastal race is gener-
ally restricted to the fog belt. A Brown Creeper was still
along the American R. near Sacramento May 6 (fide
BK) and a pair returned to a riparian thicket at Sears-
ville L., San Mateo Co., where they were observed
May 18 (DDeS, JF). A creeper was observed carrying
food in Digger Pine - Blue Oak woodlands along Mines
Rd ; this locality is considerably east of its normal Bay

Area range (JM, SB). Two to three Winter Wrens, -

scarce in the Sierras, were singing in the Mariposa
Grove, Yosemite N.P. May 11 (SJB). The first Hum-
boldt Co. nest of Rock Wren was found May 18 east of

Garberville where breeding evidence was first obtained |

last year (DE, TS).

MIMIDS THROUGH VIREOS—A northern ex-

tension of th i range was obtained
when a pair was found a 1a. Humboldt Co., (fide
DE, TS). Out-of-range, lowland observations were

made for Townsend’s Solitaire this spring. Individuals
were found in March at Bayside, Humboldt Co., (fide
DE, TS), Apr. 2-9 at Humboldt State University (TS,
DE), Apr. 16 at Patrick’s Pt., Humboldt Co., (fide DE,
TS) and Oat Hill Mine Rd., Napa Co., Mar. 9(EWT). A
& Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was at the unusual locality of
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Pt. Pinole, Contra Costa Co., (J&SL) and one straggled
out to the F.Is. Apr. 17-19 (P.R.B.0O.). There were, as
usual, a few lingering Water Pipits through April, but
the observation of 250 breeding-plumaged pipits at
Chadbourne Rd., Solono Co., Apr. 20 was exceptional
(LCB). Phainopeplas were reported in normal numbers
from Mines Rd., where last year they were exception-
ally abundant (VR, B&CY, TC). Loggerhead Shrikes
were not found at regular localities in Palo Alto (DDeS.
JF) and were reported reduced in numbers in the Pt
Reyes area (NS). In an attempt to survey the Starling
population and its effect on native hole-nesters Van
Remsen conducted surveys along Mines and Del Puerto
Canyon Rds., from 1971-1974. The census were taken
at twenty points each year selected randomly from
good habitat during the first week of May; at least 15
points were the same all 3 years. The results, sum-
marized on Table I, indicate that an increase in the
Starling population did not cause a universal decline in
native species. Among the larger hole nesters increases
were realized by Nuttall’s Woodpecker and Western
Bluebird and decreases by Acorn, Downy and Hairy
Woodpeckers. A Red-eyed Vireo was captured June 9
on the F.Is. during the early June vagrant wave
(P.R.B.O., RS).

Table 1—Census of hole-nesting species along Mines Rd.,
Alameda Co., Cal. (VR). Discussed in text under
Starling.

1971 1973 1974
Common Flicker 7 4 6
Acorn Woodpecker 26 9 13
Lewis” Woodpecker 1 2 2
Hairy Woodpecker 2 0 0
Downy Woodpecker 1 3 0
Nuttall’s Woodpecker 4 4 13
Ash-throated Flycatcher 16 16 16
Violet-green Swallow 26 21 28
Purple Martin 0 3 1
Plain Titmouse 28 8 18
White-breasted Nuthatch 2 4 8
House Wren 18 6 10
Bewick’s Wren 28 25 39
Western Bluebird 22 15 41
Starling 15 13 73

wWOOD WARBLERSWer is the
mountain-type warbler with the most restricted dis-
tribution in the coast rangesgj her south

i e Cos. Reports indicate that 1t
largely avoids the Bay Area and outer Central Califor-
nian coast during migration. Out of 33 reports, 17 were
from the C.V., ten from the interior coast ranges, five
from the coast north of Mendocino Co., and only one
was from the Bay Area. Records indicate that it is a
uniformly early migrant, for a mountain warbler, with
median migration dates for all areas between Apr. 19
and 25. Nearly as restricted, the Hermit Warbler also
seems to stick to the interior.

Out of 14 specific reports, five were from the C.V
with an unspecified number from the Sacramento area,
six were from the inner coast ranges, two from possible
breeding areas in the north coast range, and only one
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from the outer coast. Hermits proved to be quite a bit
later with median dates for all areas falling in the first
week of May. Black-throated Gray Warblers were
mainly reported from the coast range of Central
California, 12 out of 15 reports, which is reasonable
since this is an abundant breeder to this area. MacGil-
livray’s Warblers were mostly reported from interior
locations with 10 from the C.V., four from the inner
coast ranges, three from the Berkeley hills where they
breed locally, and one from the far north coast. While
this includes some territorial birds median dates for all
areas fall in mid-May.

Yellow Warblers were early this spring with several
early April reports and one exceptionally early sighting
i Niles Canyon Mar. 4 (BK). They were already abun-
dant at Searsville L.. by Apr. 13 (DDeS, JF). A
HermitXTownsend's Warbler was photographed on
the F.Is. Apr. 17 (P.R.B.0.*). Despite a very windy
spring on the F.Is. a major wave of vagrant warblers
May 28-June 9 produced an impressive list (P.R.B.O.,
RS): four Tennessees, one Magnolia, two Cape Mays,
two Chestnut-sideds, two Bay-breasteds, one Black-
poll, one Ovenbird, two Am. Redstarts and the fourth
regional record of Kentucky Warbler. Undoubtedly the
same wave brought a singing & Hooded Warbler, the
eleventh regional record, to Inverness Ridge May 30
(LK). Elsewhere on the mainland, a Black-and-white
Warbler was near Pt. Reyes Station April 14 (Clifton*,
Pitcher*). Singing 3 Tennessee Warblers were found at
the Presidio, S.F., May 24 (LCB*, MLR*) and Honey
Lake Wildlife Areas headquarters June 2 (TM). A 3 N.
Parula, well described from Orangevale, Sacramento
Co., (HW*) is the second C.V. record.

ICTERIDS THROUGH TANAGERS—A ? Bob-
olink was on the F.Is. June 8-9 (P.R.B.O., RS). A ?
Yellow-headed Blackbird, rare on the coast, was at the
Arcata Bottoms Apr. 23 (fide TS, DE). Cowbirds in-
creased dramatically along Mines Rd., (VR) and else-
where were reported very common. Western Tanagers
nesting in Coast Live Oak were out of typical habitat at
Steven’s Creek Park May 11 (TC). Observers from
Livermore (AE) and Fresno (R&KH, JS) commented
on the total absence of female tanagers among migrant
tanagers in their area.

FINCHES—A ¢ Rose-breasted Grosbeak found
near Loon L., El Dorado Co., May 18 (B&RL*) coin-

cided with an influx of this eastern vagrant into the

desert of Southern California. A & Indigo Bunting was
at Mt. Diablo May 3 (BS) and one was on the F.Is. June
1-2 (P.R.B.O., RS). Sixteen Lazuli Buntings along
Mines Rd., was areduction from last year’s count of 27
and 47 for 1971 (VR). Evening Grosbeaks were found
sporadically out of the mountains: one was on the F.Is.
May 27 (P.R.B.0.), 19 were in coastal Humboldt Co.,
in April with a few lingering through May, small flocks
lingered in Chico through the second week of May (PM)
and hundreds were seen along the American R., near
Sacramento Apr. 26 (BK). Ten Cassin’s Finches were
at Chew’s Ridge May 17 (SB) where they appear to be

regular. Lawrence’s Goldfinches were reported widely .

this spring with a notable two pairs at the Pajaro R.
mouth all spring (J&RW). Red Crossbills were reported
in small numbers from a variety of coastal localities:
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Lincoln Park and the Presidio in S.F. (LCB, MLR)
including a singing male and possible juveniles, one to
two in Pacific Grove (AB), 16 in Arcata (TS, DE), two
in Santa Cruz Mts. (BGE) and a pair on Inverness Ridge
(LK). Two Green-tailed Towhees, rare away from the
mts., were reported, one from south of Monterey May
27 (fide DDeS) and the other from 5 mi. w. of Ukiah at
2100 feet May 25 (OJK*). A northern record for the
Brown Towhee was obtained at Blue L., Humboldt
Co., May 2 (Harris, fide DE, TS). A Vesper Sparrow,
vagrant to the coast, was banded on the F.Is. Apr 13
(P.R.B.0.). Several reports were received for Black-
throated Sparrows west of the Sierran crest: one was on
the F.Is. Apr. 17 and another was east of Hume L ,
Fresno Co., 6170 feet elevation May 26 (R&KH, JS)
But most interesting was the sighting of four males on
Cohasset Rd., 8 mi. n. of Chico in hard chaparral May
12 and June 6 (TM, AC). Four singing 33 Black-
chinned Sparrows, very rare that far north, were at the
same spot and surprisingly no Sage Sparrows could be
found in apparently perfect habitat. A & Brewer’s
Sparrow was found singing in Chico Apr. 21 (PM) and
two males were found singing in the Fresno area May
22&28 (R&KH, JS). Another of this species was
banded on the F.Is. May 28 (P.R.B.0.) and another rare
Spizella, Clay-colored Sparrow, was there May 4-5
(P.R.B.O., DAG). Ten White-throated Sparrows re-
ported this period is normal. A Fox Sparrow from one
of the region’s mountain races was observed in Del
Puerto Canyon Apr. 27 (DDeS). Individuals of these
races are rarely observed locally during migration and
winter.

CORRIGENDA—In AB Vol. 27, p. 919 Rose-
breasted Grosbeak in Pacific Grove was June 6-7 not
July 6-7. Additional credit should go to Margot Nelson
who found it.

CONTRIBUTORS—Dave Anderson, Maurine Ar-
mour, Steve Baily (SPB), Alan Baldridge, Frank K
Beyer, Laurie Binford (LCB), George Bing, Sadie
Brown (SB), Ted Chandik, Rosamond Day, Dave De-
Sante (DDeS), Bruce Deuel (BED), Bob Deyer (BD),
Art Edwards, Bruce Elliot (BGE), Dick Erickson,
Janet Farness, Lynn Farrar, Gary Friedricksen, Dave
Gaines (DAG), Jack Guggolz (JGu), Rob and Keith
Hansen (R&KH), Joel Hornstein, Margaret Keith,
Betty Kimball, Larry Kirkendall, Oliver J. Kolkman,
Tom Love, Bob and Ruth Loveless (B&RL), Guy
McCaskie (GMc), Georgianne Manolis (GM), Tim
Manolis, Peter Metropolis, Randall A. Morgan, Point
Reyes Bird Observatory (P.R.B.0.), California Field
Ornithologists (C.F.0.), Gary Page, William Pursell
(WMP), Van Remsen, Jean Richmond, Don Roberson,
Elsie Romer, Mary Louise Rosegay, Richard Rowlett,
Barry Sauppe, Tom Schulenburg, Doris Shanks, John
Silva, Ohlone Audubon Society (0.A.S.), Nick Story,
E. Wayne Tillay, John and Ricky Warriner (J&RW),
Howard Whitten, Dave Winkler, Bob and Carol Yutzy
(B&CY). *Indicates description is on file with regional
editors.—RUSSELL GREENBERG, 270 Kellogg Ave.,
Palo Alto, Calif. 94301 and RICH STALLCUP, 4409
44th Ave., Sacramento, Calif. 95824.
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Guy McCaskie

The period was exceptionally dry with much fog
along the coast in May, but what effect local weather
conditions have on migrants is still not clear. This
spring saw a great variety of both water and land birds
passing through this Region, including some species
very rare or previously unrecorded at this time of the
year, including the Region’s first Curlew Sandpiper.
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MIGRATION—On the coast the first wave of mi-
grants appeared Mar. 19-20 bringing with it Warbling
Vireos, Wilson’s Warblers and N. Orioles. March 26-30
saw the arrival of Nashville and Black-throated Gray
Warblers along with a surge of W. Flycatchers,
Orange-crowned and Wilson’s Warblers, Hooded and
N. Orioles and a few Black-headed Grosbeaks. No real
pushes were evident until May; then between May 3
and 15 the entire coast was inundated with flycatchers,
vireos, warblers, orioles, tanagers and finches. Peak
numbers appeared about May 8-10.

On the desert Russ and Marion Wilson monitored
bird movements through Morongo Valley where waves
were evident on Apr. 18-19, Apr. 23-25 and May 3-4.
Migrants were packed into this oasis by the thousands
on Apr. 18-19 with Ash-throated Flycatchers, Warbling
Vireos, Orange-crowned, Black-throated Gray and
Wilson’s Warblers, and N. Orioles all reaching their
peak numbers for that spot. Western Tanagers made up
the bulk of the birds on May 3-4.

The early arrival dates for some of our key migrants
were: Wilson’s Phalarope, Apr. 20, San Diego Co.;
Com. Tern, Apr. 18, San Diego Co.; Least Tern, Apr.
18, San Diego Co.; Elegant Tern, Mar. 10, San Diego
Co.; Black Tern, Apr. 23, Imperial Co.; Lesser Night-
hawk, Apr. 11, Riverside Co.; Vaux's Swift, Apr. 19,
San Diego Co.; Black-chinned Hummingbird, Mar. 25,
Imperial Co.; W. Kingbird, Apr. 3, San Diego Co.;
Ash-throated Flycatcher, Mar. 24, Imperial Co.; Wil-
low Flycatcher, May 11, Imperial Co.; W. Flycatcher,
Mar. 12, San Diego Co.; W. Wood Pewee, Apr. 13,
Orange Co.; Olive-sided Flycatcher, Apr. 7, San Diego
and Orange Cos.; Swainson’s Thrush, Apr. 28, San
Diego Co.; Bell’s Vireo, Apr. 15, San Diego Co.; Soli-
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tary Vireo, Mar. 19, Los Angeles Co.; Warbling Vireo,
Mar. 9, San Diego and Imperial Cos.; Nashville War-
bler, Mar. 25, San Diego Co.; Yellow Warbler, Apr. 1,
Los Angeles Co.; Black-throated Gray Warbler, Mar.
26, Los Angeles Co.; Hermit Warbler, Apr. 15, Orange
Co.; MacGillivray’s Warbler, Mar. 27, e. San Diego
Co.; Yellow-breasted Chat, Apr. 15, San Diego Co.;
Wilson’s Warbler, Mar. 19, Los Angeles Co.; Hooded
Oriole, Mar. 7, San Diego Co.; Scott’s Oriole, Mar. 9,
¢. San Diego Co.; N. Oriole, Mar. 9, San Diego Co.; W.
Tanager, Apr. 15, Orange Co.; Black-headed Gros-
beak, Mar. 25, San Diego Co.; Blue Grosbeak, Apr. 22,
Orange Co.; Lazuli Bunting, Apr. 15, Orange Co.;
Black-chinned Sparrow, Mar. 24, San Diego Co.

ALBATROSSES, SHEARWATERS, STORM-
PETRELS—Pelagic birding trips off the coast included
an Apr. 28 boat trip from Sante Barbara to the Channel
Is., a May 4 trip from San Diego to San Clemente I. and
a May 12 trip from Oxnard to Anacapa I. Three Black-
footed Albatrosses off San Diego May 4 were interest-
ing, since few have been seen in these waters recently.
Five late N. Fulmars were seen off San Diego May 4.
Pink-footed Shearwaters were estimated in the
thousands off Santa Barbara Apr. 28, but only 25 were
found off San Diego May 4, and 30 off Oxnard on May
12. Similarly Sooty Shearwaters were in the thousands
in the Santa Barbara Channel Apr. 28, with only 150 off
San Diego May 4 and but 50 off Oxnard May 12; in
addition several thousand Sooty Shearwaters were
along the coast of Santa Barbara Co. in early May with
1000 off Goleta May 9 and 100,000 there May 17. An
Ashy Storm-Petrel off Santa Barbara Apr. 28 was the
only one reported. At least 100 Black Storm-Petrels
were off San Diego May 4, but only ten were seen off
Oxnard May 12 and two off Santa Barbara Apr. 28.

HERONS—An ad. Little Blue Heron was still pres-
ent around Bolsa Chica, Orange Co. throughout April,
being last noted May 5 (JS). Cattle Egret sightings away
from the Imperial Valley included nine near Blythe,
Riverside Co. Apr. 17, ten near Corona, Riverside Co.
Apr. 25, and 20 around Imperial Beach, San Diego Co.
Apr. 20. The Reddish Egret at Imperial Beach was last
seen Apr. 3 after having been present since October.
Louisiana Herons persisted around Imperial Beach
well into the spring with four still present Apr. 20. A
Least Bittern at Stove Pipe Wells in Death Valley June
1 was certainly at an unusual locality, especially since
no open water is present.

GEESE, DUCKS—As usual a few Black Brant,
moving north from wintering grounds in the Gulf of
California, were noted in the s.e. portion of the Region
with a flock of 30 flying westward against strong winds
through the San Gorgonio Pass, Riverside Co. Mar. 24,
and up to ten around the Salton Sea Apr. 11-May 12.
Four Fulvous Tree Ducks in the San Joaquin Marsh at
the head of Newport Bay, Orange Co. in April and May
were the only ones reported away from the Salton Sea,
and they were suspected to have escaped from nearby
Lion Country Safari. At least 22 & & Blue-winged Teal
were reported, with most being found in the e. portion
of the Region. Most interesting was a 4 Garganey
(Anas querquedula) with a migrant flock of Cinnamon
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Tealin Long Beach, L.A. Co. Apr. 4 (Barbara Massey,
SWe), for Massey reported seeing a 3 Garganey with
Cinnamon Teal at the exact location on Mar. 15, 1972,
and it would appear the same individual is involved in
both sightings; at present the bird is best treated as an
escapee. A pair of Wood Ducks at Deep Springs, Inyo
Co. May 24 was unusual. An Oldsquaw was present on
San Diego Bay throughout April and May; a late strag-
gler. The 3 Harlequin Duck was still present at Playa
del Rey, L.A. Co. on June 1 and appears to be summer-
ing. Two young 3 & Surf Scoters at Salton City on the
Salton Sea Apr. 27 to the end of the period were the only
ones found away from the coast. Red-breasted Mergan-
sers are apparently regular migrants through the e. por-
tion of the Region, for this spring about ten individuals
were noted at Furnace Creek Ranch in Death Valley
(hereafter F.C.R.) Apr. 7-June 1, one was at Desert
Center, Riverside Co. Apr. 27, and a few were on the
Salton Sea as usual.

HAWKS—A White-tailed Kite at Morongo Valley
May 11 was east of its normal range. An imm. Goshawk
at F.C.R. Apr. 8 (RS) was most unusual. Swainson’s
Hawks continue to decline with one over San Diego
Apr. 17, two near Glamis, Imperial Co. May 23 and
another at F.C.R. Apr. 29 being the only migrants re-
ported; single birds near Big Pine Apr. 21 & May 11,
and at Qasis May 26 & June 1 were probably nesting
locally. Rough-legged Hawks lingered into April in the
Owens Valley with one near Bishop Apr. 15 and an
exceptionally late bird at Big Pine May 5. An imm. Bald
Eagle was still present on Big Bear L. in the San Ber-
nardino Mts. Apr. 7. A Peregrine Falcon over F.C.R.
Apr. 14 was the only one reported away from known
nesting localities.

SHOREBIRDS—Two Am. Oystercatchers were
seen at the w. end of Santa Cruz I. Apr. 20-21 (LJ); two
at this locality and another on Anacapa I. have appar-
ently been around for a number of years and account for
most recent records of this species in California. Four
Semipalmated Plovers at Tecopa, Inyo Co. Apr. 30
were in an area of California from which few records
exist. The Piping Plover that spent the winter in Malibu,
L.A. Co. was still present Apr. 16 (JM). At least 18
Snowy Plovers were reported seen in Inyo Co. in May
with one at Deep Springs May 27, ten at F.C.R. May
20-June 3, and seven around Tecopa Apr. 30-May 25,
indicating it is regular there in small numbers. The only
Am. Golden Plovers reported were one on San
Nicholas I. May 4 and another at the north end of the
Salton Sea (hereafter N.E.S.S.) May 25. Away from the
coast a single Ruddy Turnstone was at Salton City Apr.
27, five were at the south end of the Salton Sea (hereaf-
ter S.E.S.S.) May 6, and four were at N.E.S.S. May 11;
this species is recorded regularly in both spring and fall
on the Salton Sea, but is virtually unrecorded elsewhere
inland in California or the surrounding states. Single
Solitary Sandpipers, rare in spring, were found in Hun-
tington Beach, Orange Co. Apr. 12, near Corona,
Riverside Co. Apr. 25, and at Tecopa Apr. 30. A Wan-
dering Tattler at S.E.S.S. Apr. 27 (AP) was most in-
teresting since the species is rarely found inland. Red
Knots, now considered regular spring migrants inland
at the Salton Sea, were constantly present at the Salton
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Sea Apr. 20-May 25 with a high count of 75 on Apr 26

Unexpected was a breeding plumage Curlew Sandpiper
at Salton City on the Salton Sea Apr. 27-28 (GMcC, JD,
EACQ); the third record for California, but the first for
the spring. Three Stilt Sandpipers at S.E.S.S. May 11
and six there May 19 were the only ones reported this
spring. A Semipalmated Sandpiper, very rare 1n
California, was well studied at S.E.S.S. May 11 (RS et
al.) and two were found there the following day (BB) A
fair number of Sanderlings passed through the Salton
Sea area in April and May with over 50 counted there on
May 11 alone; one was at Desert Center May 19 A
number of Red Phalaropes were seen along the entire
coast May 4-25 with a high count of 80 near Cambna,
San Luis Obispo Co. May 24; one at El Monte, L A

Co. May 20 was of interest since the locality is inland

JAEGERS, GULLS, TERNS, SKIMMERS—Five
Pomarine Jaegers counted in the Santa Barbara Chan-
nel Apr. 28, ten seen off Oxnard May 12, and at least 50
encountered off San Diego May 4, while only one
Parasitic Jaeger was identified (near Anacapa I. May
12) again indicates which jaeger is the commoner
offshore. A skua of unknown identity was seen near
Catalina 1. May 31 (LJ). The only Franklin’s Gulls
found this spring was an adult at N.E.S.S. May 11 JD
etal.),twoat F.C.R. May 23-24 (RS), and another there
May 27 (HK). Exceptional was an ad. Heermann’s Gull
on Big Bear L. in the San Bernardino Mts. Apr. 7 (HK),
for the species is very rare away from the coast A
Sabine’s Gull off Santa Barbara Apr. 28, ten off San
Diego May 4, and four off Oxnard May 12 were the only
ones reported. Common Terns are numerous along the
coast throughout May, but very rare inland at that time,
this year three were seenat N.E.S.S. May 11 (RS, JDer
al.). Most interesting was a Least Tern at NNES S
May 25 (LJ) since few inland records exist. Black
Skimmers again returned to the Salton Sea, being first
noted there Apr. 26; however, four at N.E.S.S Apr
was the most found.

ALCIDS—Late Com. Murres inlcude one off Ox-
nard May 12, about 20 between Ventura and Anacapa |
May 26, and one in San Pedro May 31. Pigeon Guil-
lemots were considered commoner than usual with 30
seen around Anacapa and Santa Cruz Is. Apr. 28, and
60-70 near Santa Barbara I. May 31. Only two Xantus’
Murrelets were found off San Diego May 4, and about
ten including a pair with a downy chick were seen
around Anacapa I. May 12. Only one Cassin’s Auklet
could be found off Santa Barbara Apr. 28, and 15 off
San Diego May 4, however more than 50 were seen off
Oxnard May 12. Totally unexpected was a Horned
Puffin near Anacapa I. May 12 (GWK, EAC et al ) m
the same general area where an identical looking bird
was photographed last year (Am. Birds 27:821).

DOVES, OWLS, GOATSUCKERS, SWIFTS,
HUMMINGBIRDS—Band-tailed Pigeon appeared in a
number of localities outside its normal range and
habitat including one at Big Pine May 4, single birds at
Deep Springs May 5 & June 3, and one at S.E.S.S. May
9 in the e. portion of the Region, as well as three along
the coast in San Diego Co. Apr. 5-June 5, one on Santa
Barbaral. May 31, another on San Nicholas I. June 8-9,
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and seven on Santa Rosa I. June 11. White-winged
Doves at Kelso, Tecopa and F.C.R. in May were at the
northern limit of the species’ range, but one at Deep
Springs May 19 (HK) was farther north than normal;
one in San Pedro Apr. 14 was the only one seen on the
coast. A Ground Dove at F.C.R. Apr. 14 (HK) was
north of its normal range. An Inca Dove in Blythe Apr.
23 was the first for that locality.

How can anyone explain the presence of a Saw-whet
Owl at F.C.R. June 11 (M & NP) when temperatures
were 110° ? A pair of Whip-poor-wills had returned to
the San Jacinto Mts. by May 18; this species is clearly a
regular summer visitor to these mountains. Again
Chimney Swifts were found on the coast with 1-2 in
Oceanside, San Diego Co. May 31 (HK), and three seen
flying over s. Los Angeles June S (Herb Clark, fide
GSS) A ? Anna’s Hummingbird at Scotty’s Castle in
Death Valley May 20 (HK) was interesting since very
few records exist for this area of California. A 3
Broad-tailed Hummingbird in San Pedro Apr. 15-23
(SWe) was probably only the third ever found on the
coast of California.

WOODPECKERS—An Acorn Woodpecker in
Morongo Valley Apr. 30 was a little east of its normal
range, but one at Deep Springs May 21-24(SS, VR), and
another at Scotty’s Castle in Death Valley May 8 (RS)
were far out of range; one at Anacapa I. Apr. 28 (LJ,
HK) had clearly crossed a large expanse of open ocean.

FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS—Four E. King-
birds in the e. portion of the Region was normal with
one at Morongo Valley May 18 (fide GSS), one at Deep
Springs May 25 (ID et al.), one at Stove Pipe Wells June
1 (VR et al.), and another at nearby F.C.R. June 3
(RLeV). A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, always rare in
California, was at F.C.R. May 24 (RLeV), and another
was on Anacapa I. the same day (N. Whelan, fide LJ).
Wied’s Crested Flycatchers were first noted in
Morongo Valley Apr. 30; this is the only locality west of
the Colorado River Valley where this species is known
to nest. A Vermilion Flycatcher at F.C.R. May 25 was
at the northern limit of its range in California. A Purple
Martin at Pt. Mugu, Ventura Co. Mar. 2 was exception-
ally early, and one at Desert Center Apr. 27 was at an
mteresting locality.

JAYS, MAGPIES, THRASHERS, SOLITAIRES
—A Scrub Jay in Tecopa Apr. 29 and another at
Scotty’s Castle May 8 were both at unusual localities. A
Black-billed Magpie at F.C.R. May 24 was south of its
normal range. Similarly a Clark’s Nutcracker in the
Laguna Mts. of San Diego Co. May 25 was outside its
normal range.

A Gray Catbird at Deep Springs June 1 (GMcCet al.)
1s but the fifth recorded in the Region, however, it is the
third for that area of California in early June. A Brown
Thrasher at Oasis, Mono Co. May 29 (LJ) was the only
one found this spring. A lone Bendire’s Thrasher at
Stove Pipe Wells June 1 (VR) was alittle to the north of
1ts range, and may be the first recorded in Death Valley.
A Curve-billed Thrasher, a casual straggler to Califor-
nia, was at the Brock Experimental Station in s.e. Im-
perial Co. Apr. 14 (BB, JD et al.). A Townsend’s Sol-
itawre at Morongo Valley Apr. 27 was the only one
reported seen on the desert this spring.
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WAXWINGS, VIREOS—A Bohemian Waxwing
near Weldon, Kern Co. May 19 (KA) was unexpected
since none were reported during the winter. A Gray
Vireo in Whitewater Canyon, Riverside Co. Apr. 20
and another at Morongo Valley May S were the only
migrants of this species reported. A Solitary Vireo of
the plumbeous race near San Diego Apr. 15-22 (JD) was
a little west for that form, and represents one of the few
records for coastal California. Most interesting was a
Red-eyed Vireo at Morongo Valley June 2 (IMacG) and
another at Scotty’s Castle in Death Valley June 3
(RLeV), for the species is exceptionally rare in s
California.

WARBLERS—This has been the richest spring on
record for both the number and variety of the rarer
species of warblers occurring in s. California. All elev-
en of our normally-occurring West Coast species were
present in average or above-average numbers as mi-
grants passing through the Region with some remaining
to nest. The two southwestern species, Virginia’s and
Lucy’s, whose ranges extend into e. California, were
found as expected. Regular rare migrants such as N.
Waterthrushes and Am. Redstarts were more numer-
ous than usual, and the number of regular as well as
irregular vagrant species recorded swelled the list to 31
species. Records of Black-and-white Warblers in-
cluded ten in Inyo and s. Mono Cos. May 8 to June 3,
one in San Pedro May 7 (SWe), and five on Santa
Barbara and San Nicholas Is. May 31-June 8. A &
Prothonotary Warbler was at F.C.R. May 25-28 (RLeV
et al.), and another & was on San Nicholas I. June 9
(LJ, JD, GMcC) for the fourth and fifth California
spring records. A ? Golden-winged Warbler at Oasis
May 26-27 (RS et al.) and a male at nearby Deep Springs
May 29 (LJ, JD) were amazing, since there are but
seven previous records for the State. A Tennessee
Warbler was at Oasis May 8 (RS) and at least four
others were seen there and at nearby Deep Springs May
21-June 1(SS, VR, IJD et al.) with a fifth at F.C.R. May
29 (GSS et al.), and another near Westmorland, Impe-
rial Co. May 11 (JD ef al.); on the coast single birds
were found in San Pedro May 27 (J & DM) and June 7
(SWe), and two were present on San Nicholas I. June
7-8 (LY et al.). Single Virginia’s Warblers at Yucca
Valley, San Bernardino Co. May 11 (EAC, SC) and
F.C.R. May 25 (VR) were probably heading for breed-
ing grounds along the e. border of California, but one in
Huntington Beach May 11 (MH) and two on Anacapal.
May 10 were lost. Lucy’s Warblers had returned to the
Colorado R. by Mar. 17, and reached localities such as
Tecopa, F.C.R. and Morongo Valley, which mark the
limits of its range in California, by May. Amazing was
the recording of nine N. Parulas in the e. portion of the
Region with a male and female at Oasis May 25 (J & SL.
et al.), two males there May 27-28 (RS, JD er al.) and
another male on June 3 (VR e al.), a female at Deep
Springs June 3 (VR et al.), a female at F.C.R. May 26
(RLeV et al.), a female at Morongo Valley Apr. 18-19
(RE & MW) and another female near Desert Center
June 17 (VR et al.). Six & 3 Magnolia Warblers were
unprecedented with one each at Oasis and F.C.R. June
1 (VR, RLeV et al.), another at Deep Springs June 3
(VR) and three on San Nicholas I. June 8 (LJ ef al.). An
obvious & Townsend’s X Hermit Warbler hybrid was
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studied on Pt. Loma May 5 (JD, GMcC). Most exciting
was the finding of a @ Cerulean Warbler, only the third
recorded in California, at Oasis May 27 (RSetal.). A3
Yellow-throated Warbler in San Diego Apr. 23-25 (JD et
al.) is but the second recorded in spring for California;
the bird was clearly albilora. Five Chestnut-sided
Warblers were more than expected but a male was at
Qasis May 25-26 (HK et al.), a female at Scotty’s Castle
May 26 (AS), a male at F.C.R. the same day (BB) and
another male there June 1 (M & NP), and a male near
San Diego May 29 (RP). A & Bay-breasted Warbler at
Deep Springs June 3 (VR et al.) was followed by
another on San Nicholas I. June 8 (LJ et al.) and
another on Santa Rosa I. June 12 (LL]); amazing consid-
ering the fact that only two previous spring records
exist for the Region. A & Blackpoll Warbler,
exceptionally rare in spring, was at F.C.R. May 25 (RS
et al.) and another was on Santa Rosa 1. June 12 (L]). A
Palm Warbler, also very rare in spring, was at Chats-
worth, L.A. Co. May 10-12 (HK). Seven Ovenbirds is
certainly more than expected, but single birds were at
Oasis and Deep Springs May 21 (HK, GSS, SS), one
was at F.C.R. May 28-29 (JD, LJ), another was there
June 2 (GMcCet al.), one was on Pt. Loma June 3 (JD),
and single birds appeared on San Nicholas . June 8 &
10 (L) et al.). A N. Waterthrush at Cardiff, San Diego
Co. Apr. 5-7 (SS et al.) had probably wintered locally,
but one near San Diego Apr. 28 (JD) was probably a
spring migrant, and ten in San Bernardino, Inyo and s.
Mono Cos. May 8-June 10 were clearly migrants. A 3
Connecticut Warbler on Santa Barbara I. May 31 (LJ et
al.) is only the third recorded in the Region. A ¢
Hooded Warbler, a rare straggler to California, was
studied in Huntington Beach May 12 (MH). At least 28
Am. Redstarts were reported with all but four being
found in the e. portion of the Region. Two Painted
Redstarts, quite rare in California, were in the Laguna
Mts. of San Diego Co. May 23 to the end of the period
(EC, PU, SSet al.), and a singing male was at the South
Fork Campground in the San Bernardino Mts. June 3-6
(SWe et al.); both localities are suitable for nesting and
observers should be aware of the possibility of breeding
within the State.

BLACKBIRDS, ORIOLES, TANAGERS—Again a
few Bobolinks were seen in the e. portion of the Region
with three at F.C.R. May 26 (VR et al.), another there
May 29 (LJ, JD) and two at Oasis June 1 (GMcCet al.);
in addition two were found on the coast with one on Pt.
Loma June 6 (JD) and the other on San Nicholas I. June
8 (LJ, JD). A & Tricolored Blackbird carefully studied
at F.C.R. May 26 (VR et al.) was far out of range. A &
Orchard Oriole frequented a feeder in Santa Barbara
Apr. 12-19 (SBas) and another was seen near Tecopa
May 31(JS). A Scott’s Oriole in San Diego Apr. 20, and
another in San Pedro May 10-13 were on the coast
where they rarely occur. Sightings of ‘‘Baltimore”
Orioles included a female in San Diego Apr. 22 (JD), a
male in Westguard Pass, Inyo Co. May 12 (TH) and
another male at Stove Pipe Wells in Death Valley June 2
(J & SL et al.); this race of the N. Oriole regularly strays
west to California.

A belated report of a & Hepatic Tanager near Nor-
walk, L.A. Co. Feb. 18 (JS) is noteworthy, since the
species is casual away from its limited breeding range in
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California; this is probably the same individual as seen
Oct. 1-14, 1973 (Am. Birds 28:110). Reports of Summer
Tanagers in the n.e. portion of the Region included a
male at Oasis May 25, a 2 at Deep Springs June 1, a
male there June 3, and a male near Tecopa May 17, on
the coast a male was near Santa Barbara on May 15, and
four males were seen on San Nicholas I. June 7-10 All
these out-of-range birds are suspected of being indi-
viduals of the eastern race rubra.

FINCHES, SPARROWS—A singing 3 Pyrrhuloxia
was seen at S.E.S.S. Apr. 28 (JF), and a female was
found at the Brock Experimental Station May 23 (RS),
this species appears to be extending its range to include
s.e. California. An exceptional number of Rose-
breasted Grosbeaks was found this spring with seven
along the e. border in s. Mono, Inyo and Riverside Cos
May 25-June 1, four on the coast in Santa Barbara,
Ventura and San Diego Cos. May 21-June 4, and three
on the Channel Is. May 31-June 9. Indigo Buntings were
also quite numerous in s. Mono and Inyo Cos. with at
least 16 individuals reported May 5-June 10 and two
more at Desert Center in Riverside Co. May 25. A bird
believed to be a & hybrid Indigo X Lazuli Bunting was
well studied at Deep Springs May 25-27 (VRetal ) A
few Evening Grosbeaks at Oasis and Deep Springs May
8-25 were the only ones found this spring. Four
Lawrence’s Goldfinches in the Old Woman Mts San
Bernardino Co. Apr. 12 were alittle east of their normal
range. A lone Red Crossbill on Pt. Loma Apr. 20 was
unexpected. A Rufous-crowned Sparrow at Scotty’s
Castle in Death Valley May 8 (RS) was far from its
known range. A Gray-headed Junco at the Brock Ex-
perimental Station Apr. 14 was quite late. A Tree Spar-
row at Deep Springs Apr. 7 (RS) is the first recorded 1n
April for California. A Clay-colored Sparrow, very rare
in spring, was at Stove Pipe Wells in Death Valley June
1(SS,J & SL). A singing & Black-chinned Sparrow at
Westguard Pass, Inyo Co. May 24 (VR) was a little
north of its known range, and a female on Santa Barbara
I. May 31 (LJ) represents one of the few records for the
Channel Is. Both a Golden-crowned Sparrow and a Fox
Sparrow (a rusty bird from the east) on San Nicholas I
June 8 were exceptionally late.
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