Ground Dove in Massachusetts

On October 7, 1973 a Ground Dove (Colum-
bigallina passerina) was discovered and
photographed on the north end of Monomoy
Island, south of Chatham, Massachusetts. The
weather was fair and mild, affording optimum
conditions for observation.

It was watched for a half hour by over forty
competent birders while on a field trip conducted
as part of the American Ornithologist’s Union
Convention held in Povincetown. I myself saw it as
close as twenty-five feet with 7x50 binoculars
where easily seen were the pink speckled nape and

Ground Dove, Monomoy I., Mass., Oct. 7, 1973. Photo/
Michel Kleinbaum.

chest, the scaling in the wings, and the white tail
spots. There was no question of its identity when
the rufous wing patches were revealed in flight.

The bird appeared to be in perfect health as it
walked the dunes amid the Seaside Goldenrod
(Solidago  sempervirens) and  beach-grass
(Amophila breviligulata). No food was seen taken.
There was no bill or feather wear from captivity;
the species is almost never kept as a pet. The lack
of major weather disturbances led us to conclude
it was a genuine straggler.

This sighting constitutes a new state record for
Massachusetts and is one of very few records north
of North Carolina (see A.O.U. Check-list of North
American Birds, 1957). — Tom Howe, 137 Sarles
Lane, Pleasantville, N. Y. 10570.

Meetings Scheduled

April 18-21. North American Hawk Migration
Conference, Syracuse, New York. Full sched-
ule of papers, seminars, organizing sessions
for the coordination of all hawk watches
east of the Great Plains. Field trip: Derby
Hill hawk migration. Program Chairman,
Pershing B. Hofslund, Dept. of Biology,
Life Science Building, Univ. of Minnesota,
Duluth, Minn. 55812. Chairman, Host Com-
mittee, Dorothy Crumb, 3983 Gates Road
N., Jamesville, N. Y. 13078.

May 9-12. Cooper Omithological Soclety, 45th
Annual Meeting, Northern Arizona Univer-
sity, Flagstaff, Ariz. Program Chairman is
David Ligon, Dept. of Biology, Univ. of New
Mexico, Albuquerque. Chairman of the
Local Committee is Russell P. Balda, Dept.
of Biological Sciences, Northern Arizona
University, Flagstaff.

Energetic and expertly led tours to some of the
most beautiful birding areas in the Northeast.
Emphasis on techniques of field identification.
Eight participants, two leaders.

New Brunswick (July 1-11): nesting seabirds and
boreal species, early shorebirds. Machias Seal 1.,
Deer 1., Tantramar Marshes, Cape Tormentine,
Miscou I., forests of the interior ... New Bruns-
wick, Nova Scotia (Aug. 22-Sept. 3): pelagics,
shorebirds, passerines. Deer L.; Brier I. and Bay of
Fundy boat trip; coastal s.w. Nova Scotia incl.
Cape Sable 1., Cape Sable; “Bluenose” ferry, con-
necting with following tour . . . Northeastern U.S.

Contact:
(212-362-6999, 6-11 p.m.).

NORTHEAST BIRDING

NORTHEAST BIRDING c/o Jane Plunkett, 150 W 82 St., New York, N.Y. 10024

(Sept. 5-19): Fall migration. Part 1 (Sept. 5-12):
Acadia N.P., Machias Seall., N.B., coastal s.w.
Maine, Newburyport, Plum I., Plymouth Beach,
Monomoy, Jamaica Bay. Part 2 (Sept. 13-19):
Jamaica Bay, Brigantine—Tuckerton—Holgate,
Cape May, Hawk Mountain . .. Canadian Islands
(Sept. 25-Oct. 4): late pelagics and fall migrants.
Deer I.; Grand Manan; Brier I. and Bay of Fundy
boat trip; “Bluenose” ferry. Optional third week
on Monhegan 1., Me.

Leaders: Davis Finch (Northeastern Maritime
Regional Editor, American Birds), Will Russell
(Field 1dentification Editor, Birding).
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Bird Bonanzas .

If you compare, you'll see that in most cases
the cost of our tours is lower, and in every
case, the number of birds you’ll see is larger.
If you like to travel and look for birds, why
not get the most value for your dollar?

r

W oha

WASHINGTON — May 18 to 27, 1974. This
tour is led by Terry Wahl, co-author of “A
Guide to Finding Birds in Washington” and
organizer of many pelagic trips. Will visit
many habitat areas, including a pelagic trip

and show you a large number of the state’s
birds.

DRY TORTUGAS BOAT TRIP — May 31 to
June 2, 1974. On last year's trips, in addi-
tion to the Sooty and both noddy terns, Cave
Swallow and White-tailed Tropicbird were
seen. Something unusual always turns up.

AUSTRALIA — August 18 to September 7,
1974. An abbreviation of our 1973 tour
which recorded 494 species of birds, timed
to coordinate with the International Ornitho-
logical Congress in Canberra, As long as you
go that far, why not see as much as you can?

ECUADOR-PERU — One of the world’s rich-
est areas for birds with well over 500 spe-
cies expected. One of the highlights is an
excursion of a few days on the western
Amazon and its tributaries on a private
launch.

1974 FEATURE TOUR — ARGENTINA — Each
year we concentrate on one tour to make it
the finest ornithological tour in the weorld
that year. For example, our 1973 Feature
Tour to Australia recorded 494 species; in
1972 in Southeast Asia we recorded 540
species; in East Africa in 1970 we recorded
664 species. We invite comparison with any
other tours.

What do these numbers mean? They mean
that you can expect to see more for your
money with BIRD BONANZAS. How do we
do it? First, we use the most expert local
leader available in each area, people who
know the birds and where to find them far
better than the visiting birders that lead
most tours. Second, we keep our groups
small so that everyone has a better oppor-
tunity to see the birds. Some agencies that
advertise “small groups” take 15 or 20 peo-
ple. We usually take 5 to 10.

The following letter is typical of those we
receive from participants after our tours:

“I've been on several organized tours in
the past, and your far and away surpassed
the others for showing the birds and
showing them well. Virtually all the birds
were seen by all the group and really
seen to one’s satisfaction for good lifelist
identification. The leadership was superb
and the group was most congenial and

eager.”
Dr. Robert Pittell,

Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

We also have fine tours to many other
areas. Send for our brochure.

Bird Bonanzas, inc.

12550 Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 501
North Miami, Florida 33161

“We Show People Birds”
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June 6-9. Wilson Ornithological Seociety. 55th

June 16-21.

Annual Meeting. University of Michigan
Biological Station, Pellston, Michigan. A
feature will be symposium on Kirtland’s
Warbler, and probably a field trip to Kirt-
land’s Warbler country.

American Institute of Biological
Science, 25th annual meeting, at Arizona
State University, Tempe, Arizona.

Aug. 12-17. XVI International Ornithological
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Congress will be held at Canberra, Australia,.
This is the quadrennial giant of ornithologi-
cal meetings; at the Hague in 1970 over 700
participants, from 47 countries, attended.
This will be the first I.O.C. meeting south of
the Equator, and promises to be the event of
the year . . . the theme being “The Two
Hemispheres.” Secretary General is Dr. J.
H. J. Frith, 16 Ornithological Congress, P. O.
Box 84, Lyneham, A.C.T. Australia, 2602.

In connection with this congress, and the
I.C.B.P. meeting to follow, we know of three
group tours that are being planned. One,
Woodmere Travel, with John Bull the lead-
er, has a 28-day round trip with birding ex-
cursions in Australia, New Zealand and Fiji,
and 6 full days at the Congress. National
Audubon Society with leader Roland Clem-
ent offers a 30-day workshop tour that in-
cludes Hawaii, Fiji, 8 days in New Guinea,
birding in north and south Australia, with
optional visits to the Congress and New Zea-
land. American Birds, through Intercon-
tinental Travel Plans, Inc., offers a 28-day
tour including birding in north Australia, 8
days in New Guinea, full time at the Con-
gress, and Tahiti, with New Zealand optional.
Leader is Robert Arbib. Burt and Rose Mon-
roe, with Dr. Robert Burns, will lead a tour
of Australia and the Great Barrier Reef
July 14 - August 12, just prior to the Con-
gress. Finally, Bird Bonanzas is scheduling
an Australian birding tour to follow the
Congress, from August 18 to September 7.
Some of these tours offer various options
including bare-bones round-trip group
fares to Canberra and return. None is the
official A.O.U. endorsed or sponsored tour.

Aug. 19-25. International Committee for Bird

Preservation will hold its annual meeting in
Canberra immediately following that of the
1.O.C.

Oct. 14-18. The 92nd Stated Meeting of the

American Ornithologists’ Union will be held
at the University of Oklahoma, Norman,
Oklahoma, at the invitation of the univer-
sity, the Oklahoma Ornithological Society,
and the Cleveland County Bird Club. Chair-
man of the Program Committee is Dr. Frank
Gill, Department of Ornithology, Academy
of Natural Sciences, 19th and The Parkway,
Philadelphia, PA 19403. Chairman of the
Local Committee on Arrangements is Dr.
Gary D. Schnell, Department of Zoology,
University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK 73069.

The American Birding Association will
not hold a national meeting during 1974.

NATURE EXPEDITIONS
INTERNATIONAL

Unforgettable journeys to earth’s unique
habitats combining vacations with education.

N.E.I. is a non-profit educational corpora-
tion that specializes in anthropology, natural
history and nature photography expeditions for
the non-specialist. Our purpose is to provide a
stimulating, exciting approach to observing,
studying, and most of all, experiencing the
natural world.

Each expedition is limited to 16 particl-
pants. Optional college credit through the
University of San Francisco.

EAST AFRICA

Mt. Kenya and the Northern Frontier
{Natural History and Nature Photography Tent-
ing Safari)

July 8-29, 1974 $2090 from west coast

With Dr. Leslie Brown of Kenya and David
Roderick of Foothill College

The Serengeti, Kilimanjaro, and the Kenya
Coast (Natural History and Ornithology Luxury
Tenting Safari)

August 1-23, 1974 $2290 from west coast

With Denis Zaphiro of Kenya (former game
warden of Masai Mara and Marsabit Reserves)
and Ted Chandik, naturalist and ornithologist

For information about expeditions to East
Africa, the Seychelles, Galapagos lslands and
Baja California write:

Nature Expeditions International
P.O. Box 1173
Los Altos, California 94022
Phone: (415) 941-2910
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