
Mountain Plover in Alabama 

On Jan. 6, 1973 with Killdeer and Water Pipits 
in a very large unplanted field near Magnolia 
Springs, Alabama in south Baldwin County. 
Fairly Chandler and Peter Quinn discovered a 
Mountain Plover, Eupoda montana. The day's 
weather was cloudy, wind SW-N 5-15 m.p.h. 
and temperature range between 50 o and 65 ø F. 
Previously the winter weather had been very mild 
with only two light freezes--above 20 degrees. 
The field was bare of any vegetation, green or 
otherwise. 

The Mountain Plover was observed at leisure 

for about one quarter hour from approximately 
one hundred feet distance with 8.5 and 10X bin- 

oculars. All field marks were seen quite well: 
somewhat smaller than the accompanying Kill- 
deer, buffy appearing back and breast and in 
flight a white wing stripe with dark border and 
dark tail band with white border. 

The bird habitually did much running in search 
of food, usually 10 to 30 or more feet, after which 
it would stop and look about or go right to feed- 

ing. On occasion it would fly as far as a quarter 
mile just a few feet above the ground after which 
it would look about again or go right to feeding 
and running about. 

The bird was studied again some four hours 
later with binoculars and telescope by FC, PQ, 
Curtis L. Kingsbery, Lyman Goodnight, Steve 
Page and Fred Wernicke and again on Jan. 7, 
9, 13, and 15 by many other birders. It was photo- 
graphed in color by Dr. S. E. Liston on Jan. 13 
and by FC on Jan. 15. On Jan. 15 three tractors 
were discing the field and the plover, Killdeer 
and pipits were avoiding the disturbed ground. On 
Jan. 17 the field was being plowed and no birds 
were present. The Killdeer and pipits moved to 
adjoining fields but the Mountain Plover was not 
seen again. 

According to R. T. Peterson the Mountain 
Plover is a common breeding bird of the western 
parts of the Great Plains, wintering in California 
and Mexico and accidental in Massachusetts and 

Florida. Alexander Sprunt, Jr. in "Florida Bird 
Life" lists three records for that state, Dec. 1, 
1870 at Key West, late July 1901 from James Is- 
land and Dec. 17, 1927 from Daytona Beach. 

This is the first known record for Alabama. 

--P. Fairly Chandler, Magnolia Springs, AL 
36555. 

Mountain Plover. near Magnolia Spring& Ala.. Jan. 13, 1973. Photo/S. E. Liston. 

Trinidad and Tobago $550 
One of the most exciting accessible birding areas 

in the Western Hemisphere (over 400 species 
recorded, including numerous South American 
forms). Trip participants may expect to see about 
200 species during an eight-day period, many of 
these endemics. 

Accommodations at the Asa Wright Nature 
Center, former plantation home, surrounded by 
200 acres of montane forest. Resident species 
include Golden-headed and White-bearded 
Manakins, 5 species of swifts, Bearded Bellbird, 
Black-tailed Tityra, White-tailed and Violaceous 

For reservations and information call or write: 

150 W. 82nd St., New York, NY 10024. 

all-inclusive 8-day Birding Trips 
Trogons, at least 8species of hummingbirds, 
Channel-billed Toucan, 10 species of tanagers. 

Included in price: Airfare r/t N.Y.--Trinided-- 
Tobago, accommodations (double occ., sing. suppl. 
$25) all meals, transfers, field trips led by 
Trinided's foremost guide, Lawrence Calderon 
(Nariva Swamp, Oilbird cave, Caroni (Scarlet Ibis) 
Las Lupas Trace (Swallow tanager, Ornate Hawk- 
Eagle). Tobago: Grafton Estate. 

Spring Trip April 5-12. Departures each month 
May-December. Special departures for groups or 
individuals; independent birding also arranged. 

(Mrs.) Jane Plunkett, 
Tel: 212-362-6999 (6-10 p.m.) 
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Bird Bonanzas... 
1974 FEATURE TOUR -- ARGENTINA 
October 13 to November 3, 1974 

Roger Kniss is going to Argen- 

tina on his second BIRD BO- NANZAS tour. Roger ha.• / " 
taken tours before with 
other leading nature tour 
agencies, but after his first 
BIRD BONANZAS tour he wrote, 
"Just a short note to let you know 
how much I enjoyed my first BIRD BONAN- 
ZAS trip. I thought that all phases of the 
tour were excellent. I saw more species of 
birds better than I ever imagined possible." 
Five nature tour agencies will visit Argen- 
tina this fall. 

• one will record the largest number of 
birds 

• one will have as a leader an ornithologist 
who is a lifelong resident of Argentina 

• one will have a small group (only ten 
people) 

• one will have the lowest cost 
• one will operate it as the "Feature Tour 

of the Year" 

The one •agency is BlED BONANZAS. 
Each year • we select one tour as the 
high point ?• of our annual program and •[• effort to make it the finest 
spare n• t• ornithological tour in the en- •"•: ':•, tire world for that year. 

•.•.'•i• Examples of previous Feature 
.i;'•f•2-• Tours are: 

,• • • Australia, 1973 ...... 494 species 
'•7 J [ Southeast 

• • Asia, 1972 ........ 540 species 
East Africa, 1970 .... 664 species 

We run them in such manner for small 

enough groups to permit everyone to see 
nearly all of the birds. For a vacation in 
which you will see a large number of birds, 
the natural beauty of a large portion of Ar- 
gentina in the company of a small group of 
enthusiastic birders -- the guidance of an ex- 
perienced Argentinian ornithologist who 
knows the birds, the country and its cus- 
toms, this is the tour for you. 
For additional information or reservations, 
mail the attached coupon. 

BIRD BONANZAS, INC. 
12550 Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 501 
North Miami, Florida 33161 

I am interested in the finest ornithological tour of 1974. 
Please send additional details. 

State Zip __ 

"WE SHOW PEOPLE BIRDS" 

Name 

Address 

City 
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