ville, March 26 This April unusual records of Scott’s
Orioles came from Kerrville, Texas, and Portales,
New Mexico. The first Nevada record of the Baltimore
subspecies of the Northern Oriole was a male found
at Corn Creek, Desert Wildlife Range, on May 18.
A Scarlet Tanager at Brandon, Manitoba, on May 20
was most unusual, and a female, only the fourth spring
record for California, was watched on San Nicolas
Island, June 1. A first-year male Summer Tanager
occurred on April 22 at Braddock Bay, New York,
and a total of 23 were reported from the Northeastern
Maritime Region this spring.

A Cardinal at Colorado Springs on May 13 was the
first record for that part of the state. Black-headed
Grosbeaks made a good showing in the East this spring.
A male visited a feeder in Atlanta in April, and another
was on Mullet Key, Florida, in the company of Rose-
breasted Grosbeaks, Northern Orioles, and Scarlet
Tanagers on April 29. A male was at Corpus Christe,
Texas, in May, and an immature male appeared in
Norfolk, Virginia, on April 3 and remained about 10
days. Idaho’s first records of the Indigo Bunting were
birds at Alma on May 4 and 6, and another at Pocatello
on May 28. A bright male Painted Bunting at a feeder
in Port Huron, Michigan, was only the second record

for the state, and a male at Contoocook, New
Hampshire, on May 8 was unique in the Northeastern
Maritime Region.

A Dickcissel at Furnace Creek Ranch on June 1
was only the fourth spring record for the Southern
Pacific Coast Region. A male Brambling was observed
near Lake Andrew, Adak, in the Aleutian Islands May
20-21. Saskatchewan’s first sight record of the House
Finch was three males heard and seen at Regina on
April 26. Another male photographed at a feeder 1n
Calgary was only the third record for Alberta. A Green-
tailed Towhee showed up at South Bend, Indiana, on
May 2 for a most unusual record. A Lark Sparrow,
quite rare on Vancouver Island, was recorded at
Saanich in early April and again on May 13. The first
positive record of the,Clay-colored Sparrow for Atlan-
tic Canada was a bird singing at Newcastle, New
Brunswick, on May 26.

Reports from the Hudson-St. Lawrence Region and
the Northern Rocky Mountain-Intermountain Region
were not received; these Regions do not appear in
the seasonal analysis. Gene Hayes and Anne
Harshman kindly assisted in the preparation of the
seasonal review.

The Spring Migration
April 1—May 31, 1973

NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION
/ Davis W. Finch

Following a pattern more or less apparent in previous
springs, the first week of the period saw a fairly well
defined wave of overshooting southern species reach
New England and in some cases the Maritimes, bring-
ing early cuckoos, a few warblers, Summer Tanagers,
Blue Grosbeaks and Indigo Buntings. A second such
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wave seems to have occurred about April 12. A heavy
flight of Yellow-rumped and Palm Warblers took place
in much of New England at the beginning of May,
and a moderate kill occurred on the night of May 2-3
at Boston’s Prudential Building (80 birds, almost all
White-throated Sparrows). Thereafter the big waves
came on May 10, 23, and 30.

GREBES, TUBENOSES—Single Eared Grebes at
Seapowet, R.1., Apr. 14 (RB er al.) and at Manomet,
Mass., Apr. 25 (TLL-E) brought to 14 the total of
these birds in the Region in the last five years, only
one other having occurred in spring. During a snow-
storm on Apr. 2, Ed Thompson was startled to see
a N. Fulmar fly by his office window on the University
of Maine campus at Orono; inland records in the North-
east are extremely few. The only Manx Shearwaters
reported were seen during storms along the Rhode
Island coast: two at Weekapaug Apr. 10 (EAS),
another there May 9 (KBK) and one at Pt. Judith May
28 (DLK). On Apr. 9, a Black-capped Petrel (Ptero-
droma hasitata) was seen in the Gulf Stream north
of Bermuda at 37°57'N 62°30'W, its extensively white
head, neck and rump suggesting the nominate race
(RGBB; see Am. Birds 26:832 for a recent and more
properly Regional record of this species).

HERONS, IBISES—In Nova Scotia, an early

Green Heron at Port Hebert Apr. 9 (R.S. Widrig, fide
PRD) and two at Seal 1., May 6-21 were the only
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ones reported in the Maritimes, as was a Little Blue
Heron at Amherst Apr. 25-28. The season’s total of
109+ Cattle Egrets (cf. 29, 24, 32, 54 in the past four
springs) included an early individual at Isleford, Me.,
Mar 16 (Warren Fernald, fide CMP), three birds in
the Maritimes, and maxima in Massachusetts of 18
at Ipswich May 6 (BGB) and 21 at Marshfield May
17-19 (v.0.). Four Great and 13 Snowy Egrets reached
the Maritimes, 11 of the latter occurring at 6 localities
in New Brunswick Apr. 7-late May, an unusual
number. In the same province, single Louisiana
Herons were seen at Cape Jourimain May 11 (photo-
graphed, ARGMcI) and at Castalia, Grand Manan
May 14-15 (Ken & Mary Edwards, fide DSC): there
were four previous provincial records. Farther south,
three occurred in Maine, seven in Massachusetts and
one m Connecticut, for a total of 13 (¢f. 7, 12, 13+,
6 1n the last four springs). A Yellow-crowned Night
Heron at Saint John West May 26-28 (DSC, CLJ er
al ) was a third New Brunswick record, and three
others occurred in Maine and New Hampshire. The
mcrease of Glossy Ibises in the Region is reflected
by the five-year figures for spring migrants, including
overshoots and birds returning to breeding areas: 19,
26,322,325,491. Northernmost reported this year were
five on the French island of St. Pierre May 13 (one
specimen, fide ELM) and about 18 appeared at nine
localities in the Maritimes. On Maine’s Scarborough
Marshes, near the Stratton I. colony, numbers had
built up to 100 by Apr. 21 (HMC). Smaller groups
were present at a number of nearby areas, and 38 at
Rye, N.H., Apr. 27 exceeded any previous count in
the state (LGP et al.).

WATERFOWL—Though the only Snow Geese
reported from the Maritimes were a scattered nine birds
1 New Brunswick, the now uspal large numbers passed
through New England from late March to mid-April,
with a peak of movement on the weekend of Apr.
7-8 Two-thirds of the 930 birds reported in New Hamp-
shire and half of the 743 birds in Maine this season
were seen at this time, while in Massachussetts on
the Apr. 7 as many as 3847 were counted in the Con-
necticut Valley, the Greater Snow Goose’s principal
northbound route. Of the 11 *‘Blue Geese’’ reported
in the period Mar. 27-Apr. 28 only a few were found
in the company of the larger race. Gadwalls, which
have yet to be found breeding north of Plum I., seem
to be occurring more and more frequently as spring
wanderers to the Maritimes. This year there were as
many as 16 on Cape Breton: 10 at Morien Bay Apr.
18 (GS) and six at Framboise May 6 (IMacG); on
Prince Edward Island there were two at Brackley
Marsh May 31 (BMacL) and in New Brunswick two
each at Saint John West May 13 (CLJ et al.), Cape
Jourimain May 26 (ARGMcl et al.) and Eel River
Bar June 2 (J-PL). Four Eurasian Green-winged Teal
were reported (cf. 1, 4, 4, 8 in the past four springs),
single birds as follows: in New Brunswick at Chance
Harbor Apr. 8 and at Saint John West Apr. 16 (CLJ),
at North Hampton, N.H., Apr. 15 (photographed,
DWF et al.), and at Newbury and Plum I., Mass.
from April to May 6 (RHS e al.). Uncommon in the
Maritimes, 2 Harlequin Ducks were seen at Cow Bay,
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N S, Apr 8(AAMacl), another at Port George, N S
May 8 (RDL) and a pair was found inland at Frederic-
ton, N.B., May 13 (KHD). About equally uncommon,
single King Eiders were found at Point Lepreau, N.B ,
Mar. 25-31 (DS) and at Port George, N.S., May 6
(LLN), and 22 of these birds at Cape Elizabeth, Me ,
May 1-23 was the largest group reported anywhere
in the Region in at least five years (VS).

S.A

On the Restigouche R. in n. New Brunswick, David
Christie witnessed on May 1 a remarkable gathering
of scoters in a raft extending 8% miles upriver from
just above Dalhousie and estimated at 150,000 birds,
virtually all Black Scoters. Scoter enthusiasts will note
that this is probably the highest count of the species
ever made in the Region, exceeding even the three-
month scoter totals of recent falls at Manomet, Mass ,
and can only be compared to the fall and winter eider-
scoter concentrations off Monomoy.

VULTURES, KITES, EAGLES, FALCONS
—Turkey Vultures seldom wander in spring north of
about central New Hampshire, but this year at least
seven appeared in the Maritimes: one at Seal ., N.S ,
May 5-6 (IAMcL, ELM) and six or more at two
localities in New Brunswick, Apr. 18-May 14, while
four or five others were seen in Maine. An ad. Black
Vulture, only the third reported in the Region in the
past five years, was well seen at Needham, Mass ,
Apr. 17 (MLG). Single Swallow-tailed Kites were seen
in Massachusetts at Gooseberry Neck in S. Westport
May 6 (Phyllis Regan et al.) and at Plymouth Center
May 30 (v.o0., fide RPE). Although a number of these
birds have been found north of their usual limits n
recent years, these and the one last May at Province-
town were the only ones to reach the Region since
1965. Single Golden Eagles were seen at Holden,
Mass., May | (Jane O’Regan, fide RPE) and at Con-
cord, N.H., May 20 (DJA, EWP, LGP). The season’s
Peregrine Falcons totaled 18 (cf. 21, 9, 6, 9 in the
past four springs).

CRANES, RAILS, GALLINULES—A South
African Blue (or Stanley) Crane, two of which wan-
dered about New England and e. New York last
summer, was present in Welsford, N.B. Apr. 24-May
1, reappearing May 5 at Geary and May 6 at Cross
Creek, where it remained several days, the route fol-
lowed being a straight NN'W line of about 60 mi. David
Christie could find no evidence that the bird had
escaped in the Maritimes. A King Rail was seen at
Kittery Pt., Me., Apr. 24 (DH); the species is quite
uncommon even a short distance beyond the probable
northeastern limit of its breeding range at Plum 1. A
Purple Gallinule on Block I., R.I., May 20 (WBD)
and another present at Squantum, Mass., from May
24 through at least the first week of June (DTB) brought
to 12 the total Regional occurrences in the last five
years.

SHOREBIRDS—In Massachusetts, Am. Oyster-

catchers returned to their breeding grounds at Martha’s
Vineyard, Nantucket and Monomoy by about mud-
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April, and eggs and young were reported by the end
of May. The only Stilt Sandpipers reported in the Re-
gion were single birds at Dipper Harbor, N.B., Apr.
14 (CLJ et al.) and at Nantucket, May 12-15 (EFA),
the species being an uncommon spring migrant,
especially in the Maritimes. In typical fashion, a few
Curlew Sandpipers showed up near the end of May;
in Rhode Island one photographed at Quonochontaug
May 26 and a recognizably different individual at
Card’s Pond in Matunuck May 28-29 were the first
state records (DLK, CW et al.). In Massachusetts
one was seen at Wellfleet May 30 (Blair Nikula et
al., fide RPE) while another was present at Plymouth
Beach May 30-June 2 (PKD et al.). An unusually high
inland count of Short-billed Dowitchers was that of
300-400 at Dummer, N.H., May 20 (Paul Doherty,
fide EWP). Respectively first and third spring records
in the last five years were a Long-billed Dowitcher
at Jerusalem, R.1., Apr. 29 (DLK, CW et 4al.) and
a Marbled Godwit at Courtenay Bay in Saint John,
N.B., May 13-14 (CLJ et al.). Of the eight Ruffs
reported, seven were in more or less usual locales in
e. Massachusetts, the other at Covehead Marsh,
P.E.1., May 23-25 (AAMacL). Two Black-necked
Stilts were seen on Cape Cod at Truro May 6 (WB},
and Wilson’s Phalaropes in the Region totaled 12 (cf.
8, 2, 2, 3, in the past four springs).

A

Franklin’s Gull, Sable I., N.S., Photo | Jean Boulva.

GULLS, TERNS—Two Laughing Gulls at Port
Morien, C.B., May 19 (IMacG) were somewhat north
of the species’ usual limits, as was a bird at Eel River
Bar Apr. 21, a second record for n. New Brunswick
(J-PL). A Franklin’s Gull occurred at Newburyport,
Mass. about May 22 (v.0.), another at Maces Bay,
N.B., May 31 was a first spring record for the province
(Joyce Golden, fide DSC) and one at Sable 1., May
26-June 2 (photographed, JB) was a first record for
Nova Scotia. An unmixed flock of ten imm. Little
Gulls at Newburyport May 29 probably represents a
Regional high (DJA, DWF) and one at Eel River Bar,
N.B., June 2 was unusual there (J-PL et al.). A Gull-
billed Tern at Plum 1., May 6-14 was unique in the
Region this spring (HD’E et al.), and four scattered
Royal Terns were found during May in Rhode Island
and Massachusetts.
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CUCKOOS, OWLS, WOODPECKERS—An
early Yellow-billed Cuckoo was found dead in Provi-
dence, R.1., Apr. 11 (F. Sterrett, fide CW), and Ruth
Emery reported that a few Black-billed Cuckoos
appeared in Massachusetts as early as Apr. 4, although
the details are not at hand. In New Brunswick the
record of a red Screech Owl at Holt’s Point, Charlotte
Co.,July 1, 1971 (not previously recorded here, WCT),
the two seen on the Nackawic CBC this year, and
more recently a red bird at Notre-Dame, May 1 (MM)
suggest that the species is perhaps a very rare resident
in the province. A few Red-bellied Woodpeckers
appeared in New England during May: one was present
at Concord, N.H., May 16-20 (Norman Chapman, fide
EWP) and there were five others in Massachusetts
and Connecticut. Somewhat similarly, eight Red-
headed Woodpeckers appeared during the same month,
the northernmost at Littleton, N.H., May 15 (RAB
et al.) and Biddeford, Me., May 27 (WCR, WCT et
al.). A Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker on Cape
Cod at Wellfleet May 13 was rather unseasonable
(Michael Henderson, fide RPE), and the considerably
rarer N. Three-toed Woodpecker was found at Bethle-
hem, N.H., May 20 (MLF) and Cambridge, N.B.,
May 17 (J. Thorne, fide DSC).

FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS, MAGPIES,
TITMICE—A W. Kingbird found with a few Easterns
at Seal 1., N.S., May 22 was the fourth spring bird
to occur in the Region in the last five years, and the
third in Nova Scotia (RRH, AAMacL). In Mass-
achusetts an Acadian Flycatcher at Newburyport May
30 was the northernmost to date in the recent upswing
of spring reports in the Region, and apparently the
earliest arrival in the state this year, a few others
appearing in June (CAG, WRP). A Rough-winged
Swallow at Seal L., N.S. was a not-unexpected rarity
there May 21 (IAMcL, ELM ¢t al.) and in New Bruns-
wick where the birds are fast becoming routine, four
were found at Saint John East May 10-14 JGW) and
two at Mill Settlement May 12 (DSC et al.). In the
same province, an apparently wild Black-billed Magpie
was present in Saint John West Apr. 22-26, the same
bird or another 70 mi. east at Cape Enrage Apr. 26-27
(v.0., fide DSC) and the same or another at Brier I.,
N.S., May 14-18 (DWL et al.). This route around the
Bay of Fundy is one that might well be followed by
a wandering bird and the dates suggest that such may
have been the case. Another subject of speculation
in New Brunswick was the origin of a (European) Great
Tit at Aulac Apr. 1 (Stuart Tingley, fide DSC)!

WRENS, THRUSHES, GNATCATCHERS,
WAXWINGS, SHRIKES—Two or three House
Wrens were present at Seal I., N.S., May 19-22
(LAMCcL et al.) and a Short-billed Marsh Wren found
dead at Cape Elizabeth, Me., Apr. 20 was the only
one reported in the Region during the spring migration
(VS). On Prince Edward Island a Veery photographed
at Dalvay May 25-26 (AAMacL, SMMacL) and
another at Rustico 1., May 31 (BMacL) were the first
recorded in the province. What was by recent standards
an average spring flight of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers
brought six to New Hampshire and at least 12 to Maine,
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mostly 1n May, and one appeared as far north as Mill
Settlement, N.B., May 6 (DSC, MM). Two Bohemian
Waxwings were found at Webster, N.H. in late May,
one remaining to June | (HWP et al.); the birds were
associating with Cedar Waxwings and gave no signs
of nesting, but the date is probably unprecedented in
the Region. Nine Loggerhead Shrikes reported from
Rhode Island to New Brunswick, Mar. 8-Apr. 19 rep-
resented an average flight.

VIREOS, WARBLERS—A White-eyed Vireo at
Concord, N.H., May 3-5 (HM et al.) and a Golden-
winged Warbler at Whitefield May 30 (RAB, MLF)
were quite far north. Among the rarer warblers an
early Prothonotary reached Cole Harbor, N.S., Apr.
6 (Rosemary Eaton et al., fide PRD) and in May single
birds were seen in Maine at Addison May 27 (HJS)
and Ocean Park May 29 (Webb, fide CMP), another
in New Brunswick at St. Andrews May 20 (HWMacC),
and five more appeared in Massachusetts and Rhode
Island Seven Orange-crowned Warblers and the rather
high total of eight Ceruleans were reported in New
England, seven of the latter in Massachusetts and one
in Rhode Island. Single Yellow-throated Warblers
appeared in Massachusetts at Millis May 22 (John
MarshallJr.) and at Plum I., May 30 (George A. Wilson
et al ) and single Kentucky Warblers occurred in Maine
at Otter Point, Mount Desert 1. about May 10 (WCR)
and at Cape Porpoise May 24 (Bixby, fide CMP), with
atleast eight others reported at seven localities in Mass-
achusetts. At the Isles of Shoals, a Hooded Warbler
photographed at Star 1., May 6 was one of only a
few New Hampshire records (DJA, EWP et al.).

ICTERIDS, TANAGERS, FRINGILLIDS—In
Maine, a W. Meadowlark'was in song at Wells Apr.
8 (DJA) and at the end of May three Yellow-headed
Blackbirds were discovered, one at Long I., May 30
(Gibbens, fide CMP) and two at Bowdoinham May
31 (Peterson, fide CMP). Orchard Orioles in the
Maritimes were limited to single ? at Markland, Yar-
mouth Co., May 13 (MWH ez al.) and at Seal 1., May
19-22 (IAMcL et al.). Two Scarlet Tanagers at Rustico
1, P EI., May 30 represented the fifth provincial
record, although the birds are apparently becoming
more frequent there (AAMacL). The 23 Summer Tana-
gers reported in the Region were nearly four times
the average of the past four springs (6, 5, 7, 6). The
earliest was one at Chatham, Mass., Apr. 3, and seven
others occurred later in the month; of the total, 11
were north of Massachusetts. It was an even more
notable season for Blue Grosbeaks, no fewer than 44
of which were reported (c¢f. 3, 2, 13, 4 in the past
four springs). The earliest appeared Apr. 14, with 13
others reported by the end of the month, and though
1n decreasing numbers northward, the birds were found
virtually throughout the Region: two in Connecticut,
32 1in Massachusetts, seven in Maine, one in New
Brunswick and two in Nova Scotia. To a somewhat
lesser degree, Indigo Buntings were conspicuous by
their numbers and early arrival: single birds appeared
at four localities on Cape Cod Apr. 3-4, another
reached Cole Harbor, N.S. by the latter date, and
by the end of the month 32 had been reported, mostly
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single birds, from Connecticut to Nova Scotia Nine
others appeared in the Maritimes during May, and one
was found as far north as Port-au-Port, Nfld., May
6-8 (Helen Abbott). A 3 Painted Bunting at Con-
toocook, N.H., May 8 was unique in the Re-
gion (Carolyn B. Wallace et al., fide EWP). In
Maine, a Seaside Sparrow at Biddeford Pool May 27
was a rarity in that state (DJA, DWF et al.), and
a Lark Sparrow at Brier I., N.S. May 25 (DWL et
al.) was the only one reported in the Region this spring
Finally, a singing Clay-colored Sparrow at Newcastle,
N.B., May 26 was a first positive record for Atlantic
Canada (Harry Walker, fide DSC).

SUB-REGIONAL EDITORS (boldface, under-
lined), contributors (boldface), observers and other
abbreviations—Dennis J. Abbott III, Charles R. K.
Allen, Edith F. Andrews, (WB) Wallace Bailey, Jerome
J. Barry, Bradford G. Blodget, Jean Boulva, Richard
Bowen, Robert A. Bradley, David T. Brown, Richard
G. B. Brown, William Burt, Harold M. Card, David
S. Chrristie, James M. Clark, William Bolton Cook, Seve-
ryn S. Dana, George G. Daniels, William B. Dean, K
Henrik Deichmann, Herman D’Entremont, Robert C.
Dewire, Phyllis R. Dobson, Paul K. Donahue, Charles
W. Dorchester, Ruth P. Emery, Richard L. Ferren,
Davis W. Finch, Marion L. Fuller, Murray L. Gardler,
Carl A. Goodrich ITI, David Helm, Karl Hentz, Charles
F. Hills, Marion W. Hilton, Peter R. Hope, Donald
A. Hopkins, Richard R. Howie, Cecil L. Johnston,
Katherine B. Kinsey, Douglas L. Kraus, Robert D
Lamberton, Jean-Paul Lebel, Donald Wickerson Lent,
H. Willa MacGoubrey, Trevor L. Lloyd-Evans, lan
MacGregor, A. Angus MacLean, Bruce Macl ean,
Stella M. MacLean, Lloyd B. Macpherson, Mary
Majka, Andrew R. G. Mclnnis, Ian A. McLaren, Hazel
Miller, Eric L. Mills, Larry Neily, Christopher M. Pac-
kard, Helen W. Parker, Wayne R. Petersen, Elisabeth
W. Phinney, Leon G. Phinney, William C. Russell,
Eloise A. Saunders, Vera Scamman, Herbert J. Selig-
mann, David Smith, Bruce A. Sorrie, George Spencer,
Robert H. Stymeist, Edward V. Thompson, William
C. Townsend, Dallas Wait, James G. Wilson, Charles
Wood, v.o., various observers.—DAVIS W. FINCH,
240 West 98 St., Apt. 11-¢, New York, N.Y. 10025.

HUDSON ST.-LAWRENCE REGION
/ Ned R. Boyajian

Except for a much better than average invasion of
““Carolinian’’ species into southern areas and a number
of interesting early returns concentrated in early and
late April, it was a mediocre spring for observations
in most locales. Few waves or groundings were
reported, none of them major. A cold, wet spell in
mid-April put a further damper on things, especially
northward where some areas, virtually snow-free
through the winter, received substantial accumula-
tions.

LOONS THROUGH HERONS—Two Com

Loons overhead at the Sharon, Conn. Audubon Center
May 10 were the first recorded there. One at Stock-
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bridge, Mass., May 20 and 4 at Croton Pt., N.Y. May
28 were considered rather late, although at New Jersey
Palisades overhead migrants are regular each year until
at least May 25. Inland reports of Red-throated Loons
included 4 at Wilkes-Barre, Pa., May 14 and one at
N.J. Palisades May 20. Nine Red-necked Grebes off
Nun’s 1., Qué., May 6, was a very good count for
that locale. Goodrich reported that the Pied-billed
Grebe has virtually disappeared as a breeder in Berk-
shire County, Mass.
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The return of Tilefish, Lopholatlus chamaeleon-
ticeps, to the Hudson Canyon has spurred special
sport-fishing trips which are proving a boon to observ-
ers hardy and patient enough to endure the 22-hour
ordeal. On May 27, the Urner Ornithological Club
recorded the following, approximately 95 miles
offshore; 175 Greater Shearwaters, 50 Sooty Shearwa-
ters, 2000 Wilson’s Storm-Petrels, 17 Leach’s Storm-
Petrels, one Gannet, |8 Pomarine and 4 Parasitic Jae-
gers, 75 Red and 10 N. Phalaropes, 7 terns (sp?) and
a Canada Warbler, the latter 65 miles offshore.

Highlights of a Linnaean Society of N.Y. trip to
Cox’s Ledge the previous day included 19 Sooty Shear-
waters, 60 Wilson’s Storm-Petrels, 50 Red and 70 N.
Phalaropes and 4 Gannets. Best onshore report was
75 Sooty and 25 Greater Shearwaters at Smith’s Pt.,
L.1., May 19. A Louisiana Heron appeared at E.
Quogue, L.1. as early as Apr. 15. Reports of southern
waders from Québec included a Com. Egret at St.
Paul Ile aux Nois May 5, a Snowy Egret near Berthier
May 12, 6 Cattle Egrets from two locations and a
Glossy Ibis near Berthier May 12. A colony of 24
Black-crowned Night Herons was reported from an
island in the Susquehanna R. near Wilkes-Barre and
2 prs. of Yellow-crowned Night Herons were found
nesting at Stony Brook, L.1.
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WATERFOWL, RAPTORS—A build-up of 70,000
Canada Geese at Baie St. Francois, Qué., in early
May was one of the highest Regional counts on record.
The nesting population of this species on Gardiners
L., L.1. has grown to 300 pairs, with broods doing
well as of June 4. Further examples of the late May
movement of Brant up the Hudson R. Valley were
1500 May 23-31 at N.J. Palisades, one off Croton Pt.,
May 27 and 500 in Dutchess County May 31. A flock
of 250 was also seen off Nun’s [., May 19. Seldom
are more than a dozen together seen in that part of
Québec. The main flight of Snow Geese occurred from
Apr. 6-10 with reports of flocks of 100-600 from N.
Arlington and N. J. Palisades north to Vermont.
Several flocks of up to 16 Gadwall were noted in the
Ile du Moine, Qué. area in late May. Puleston reported
that this species is now the commonest breeding duck
on Gardiner’s 1., L.1. with close to 100 pairs present.
Presumably the Gardiner’s 1. environment is not
changing appreciably. But in regard to the increase
of this species vs. Black Duck decline in southern areas
generally, it might be interesting to investigate the pos-
sibility of generally drier conditions, either naturally
or artifically induced as a contributing factor.

A N. Shoveler was seen in early April at Ashley
Falls, Mass. where it is quite rare in Spring. Eiders
lingered remarkably late at Montauk Pt., L.1. where
23 Common and 4 Kings were still present Apr. 28
(DPo). An ad. 3 King was also seen at Trois Pistoles,
Qué. on the late date of June 2. In Québec, where
there have been very few previous records, a Turkey
Vulture was seen near St. Chrysostome Apr. 19, 2
near Mont St. Hilaire May 12 (P.Q.S.P.B.)and 3 others
were noted during April in the vicinity of Québec City
(fide MM). A territorial pair of Goshawks found at
Pound Ridge Reservation, N.Y., Apr. 14 and last seen
Apr. 28 might possibly have been nesting, although
no nest was found nor young seen.

SHOREBIRDS—There were a number of interest-
ing inland occurrence of shorebirds. Black-bellied
Plovers appeared in remarkable numbers in e.c. Ver-
mont with 75 at Dead Creek Ref., May 27 and 30
at Gale Meadows May 28. Also at Dead Creek on
May 27 were 150 Short-billed Dowitchers and a Red
Knot, the latter one of the very few Vermont records
(WN et al.). At Croton Pt., N.Y. there were 130 Short-
billed Dowitchers on May 27 and 56 Dunlin on May
28. Montreal, too, had some unusually high counts.
On May 29 there were 120 Ruddy Turnstones, 400
Dunlin and 500 Semipalmated Sandpipers at Nun'’s
1. As has been mentioned in the past, such occurrences
are often the result of local conditions attracting birds
which normally pass on overhead. Such was the case
on the Susquehanna R. at Exeter, Pa. this year where
17 species were recorded for the spring. Included
among them were, dowitcher (sp?) 1, May 28, Dunlin,
19, May 21-28, Western Sandpiper, 3, May 20-30,
White-rumped Sandpiper, 3, May 30-June 1, and Sand-
erling, 2, June 1 (WR). Other records of note were
a Willet at Ile du Moine May 30, one of the very few
Provincial records and single Pectoral Sandpipers at
S. Windsor, Conn. Mar. 28, a very early date, and
May 3 at Pittsfield, Mass. where very unusual in spring.
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Two notable ranties were an Am. Avocet present at
Rimouski May 27-June 2 for the first Province of
Québec record and a Black-necked Stilt at Jamaica Bay
Wildlife Ref., Apr. 20-25 (m.ob.) for one of the very
few Regional records. Wilson’s Phalaropes were again
reported as apparently nesting at Ile du Moine. Further
investigations will be made this summer. This species
1s now considered also annual at S. Windsor, Conn.
(fide PD) though the date of this year’s report, May
1, seems remarkably early. On May 14, a Wilson’s
was also seen on Staten I. JT) where it has seldom
been noted.

GULLS, TERNS, ALCIDS—An interesting note
on gulls came from the Wilkes-Barre area (WR). Since
the 1950s, the Ring-billed Gull has been replacing the
Herring Gull as the usual winter/spring species. Ring-
billeds now occur in flocks of 100+ and Herrings are
very scarce. Two or 3 this year were the first in almost
five years. Berkshire County, Mass. (RG) reported
a similar, though less extreme, situation this year, with
Ring-billeds outnumbering Herrings on local lakes.
Two Little Gulls were seen at Beauharnois, Qué. on
May 28 The seldom-reported Arctic Tern was carefully
wdentified at two locales in Québec. There were two
at Ile du Moine June 2 and two at Nun’s I., June
3 (P QS P.B.). A total of 4 northbound Com. Terns
were seen at N.J. Palisades during May and one was
recorded at Cruger’s I., N.Y., May 12 where it is
quite unusual. A Razor-billed Auk was carefully iden-
tified at Montauk Pt. on the extremely late date of
Apr 23 (DPu).

PARAKEETS THROUGH RAVENS—The first
Monk Parakeet from the Wilkes-Barre area was
reported May 14. A very early Com. Nighthawk was
seen at Babylon, L.I., Apr. 28. Chuck-will’s-widow
appeared again on Long 1. where one was banded May
11 at Fire 1. Light (DFo) and recaptured there May
16 (RP) Red-bellied Woodpeckers continued to be
reported with about the same frequency as the last
two years from southern areas. Although one or two
new sites are noted each year, old ones continue to
be abandoned at about the same rate. A Com. Raven
at the Delaware Water Gap, N.J., May 9 was both
late and 1n an unusual spring location.

WRENS THROUGH WAXWINGS—A total of
4-5 Carolina Wrens in the Greenwich, Conn., area
during April was unusually high for that location. Quite
unusual was the occurrence of a number of Gray-
cheeked Thrushes in the last few days of April. About
15 were reported, the greatest number from Long
Island This species is normally quite unusual until
about mid-May. Blue-gray Gnatcatchers continued to
show indications of spreading northward. Six were
noted during the spring around W. Hartford, Conn.,
including one nesting pair, and several in the Wilkes-
Barre area, where a pair also nested at Red Rock.
They are now also considered rare but regular in Spring
1n Berkshire County, where 5 were seen for the season.
There was also one at Montreal May 18. Good counts
of Ruby-crowned Kinglet were 50 at Muttontown, L.1.,
Apr 14 and 70+ at Cherry Ridge, Sussex Co., N.J.,
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Apr 29 The cold weather of late April apparently
delayed this species somewhat, many areas reported
it considerably more common in early May than usual
The latest report was one at Millwood, Westchester
Co., N.Y., May 26. There has been a remarkable
increase in the number of migrant Mockingbirds noted
at N.J. Palisades in the past two years. This spring,
no less than 34 were seen from early April to mid-May,
including 11 in five hours on Apr. 7. In spring, they
frequently move with Am. Robins and occasionally
with Blue Jays; in fall they are more likely to be moving
independently. At either season, seldom is more than
one seen at a time, though often the total for any one
day passes through within several minutes of one
another, indicating at least some tenuous degree of
association. On May 19, a Water Pipit was seen at
Ravine L., N.J. on the very late date of May 19. The
Bohemian Waxwings which invaded Montreal last
winter lingered in small flocks until mid-April. A flock
of 45 was also seen at Middlebury, Vt., Mar. 18. Cedar
Waxwings were comparatively scarce at N.J. Palis-
ades. Numbers during the last half of May averaged
10-15 per hours, about Y5 peak year counts.

VIREOS, WARBLERS—A Yellow-throated Vireo
was seen at Sharon, Conn. as early as Apr. 25 and
a Northern Parula was seen at Quogue, L.I., Apr
12. Although many observers considered the season
as generally uneventful in terms of waves and concen-
trations, there was a fine accumulation of notable
rarities.

Southern Species. These occurred in especially good
numbers in s. New York and New Jersey. At least
25 Prothonotary Warblers were reported for the
season, the earliest on the remarkable date of Apr
9 (fide TD). But these were soon upstaged by the
appearance of 2 Swainson’s Warblers. One was care-
fully identified in Central Park, N.Y.C., May 11
(m.ob.) the other was banded and photographed at
Tobay Sanctuary, L.1., May 20 (PB & AL, fide TD)
Certainly the most intriguing report of the season was
a meticulously described warbler seen in St. Paul’s
Chapel Churchyard, Manhattan May 19. 1t fit exactly
the description of Sutton’s Warbler except for the back,
which had a distinct, Parula-type yellow patch rather
than the yellowish wash depicted in field-guides
Reports of Yellow-throated Warblers, about 7, and
Kentucky Warblers, about 12, seemed normal. It 1s
always uncertain whether unusual numbers of pe-
ripherally-breeding species represent unusual con-
centrations of normal migrants, or overshoots. At any
rate, 5 Worm-eating Warblers in Alley Pond Park,
Queens is certainly worthy of note. A Hooded Warbler
appeared at Jamaica Bay Ref. on the remarkably early
date of Apr. 5; later in the season a scattering of
individuals occurred north to Dutchess County, W
Hartford and Montreal.

Other warblers. Two Golden-winged Warblers at
Mont Tremblant Park, Qué., June 9 was the farthest
north this species has been recorded. One was also
seen at Montreal May 31. Male Lawrence-type hybrids
returned again to territories in Parsipanny, N.J ,
Yaphank, L.I. and Sharon, Conn. All apparently were
mated with Blue-winged females. A few Orange-
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crowned Warblers were seen at Westmount Summit,
Montreal during May, the only place in the Region
where they are reasonably regular in Spring. One other,
at Fire 1., L.1., May 2 was much more unusual. A
Yellow-rumped Warbler lingered at Croton Pt. until
May 27. The hodge-podge flight of Apr. 27-29 also
brought some interesting warbler reports. On Apr. 29,
two very early returns were noted, a Bay-breasted War-
bler at Queens County and a Blackpoll Warbler at
E. Orange, N.J. and a truly remarkable find was made
at Quogue, L.1. where a very carefully identified Town-
send’s Warbler was found hopping about in the dune
grass (E&LS). It was the second or third Regional
record. A total of 5 Cape May Warblers during May
at Middlebury, Vt. was considered high for that place.
Territorial behavior was noted in Cerulean Warblers
from the usual locales in n.c. New Jersey and also
at Yaphank, L.I. where the species is not known to
breed. Once again a spring Connecticut Warbler was
reported from New Jersey, this one at Montclair May
13 {RR).

ICTERIDS, TANAGERS—The Boat-tailed
Grackle seems to be assuming the status of a regular
stray on Long l. This season one was seen at Gilgo
Beach May 12 (FH, fide TD). The general impression
of many observers through the Region that the N.
Oriole is becoming increasingly more numerous seems
to be borne out by observations at N.J. Palisades,
where each season they become progressively more
numerous, appearing in the last days of April and con-
tinuing into the first week of June. This year, 100+
were noted on 3 different four-hour watches. Overall
average for the season was about 12 per hour. As is
usual in years when southern warblers appear in
numbers, Summer Tanagers were notably prevalent.

FRINGILLIDS—Flocks of 204+ Red Crossbills
were still present at Bearfort Mt. N.J. Apr. 21 and
Franklin Lakes, N.J., Apr. 28 and one was noted at
Pleasantville, N.Y., May 30. A Lark Bunting, carefully
identified at Croton Pt., May 27 (WH et al.) was prob-
ably a first for Westchester County. There are only
one or two other inland records for the Region and
only a scattering for the coast, most of them in Fall.
A singing Clay-colored Sparrow, apparently the first
spring record for Connecticut, was present at Suffield
May 7 to at least May 19 (m.ob.).

ADDENDA—Veteran observer William Reid of
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., ill for some time, then flooded from
his home last June by Agnes and still living in emer-
gency housing, has been understandably remiss in his
correspondence. The following observations, though
no longer current, certainly warrant publication.

Black Vulture, Wilkes-Barre, June 22, 1972 during
a lull in tropical storm Agnes. Wilson’s Plover, Exeter,
Pa., Sept. 21, 1970. Seen with William Evans. Hoary
Redpoll, in a flock of 60 Com. Redpolls, Dallas, Pa.,
Mar. 18, 1972.

INITIALED OBSERVERS—P. A. Buckley,

Thomas H. Davis, Paul Desjardins, Darrel Ford,
Robert Goodrich, Fred Heath, William Howe,
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Anthony Lauro, Mabel MaclIntosh, William Norse,
Roger Pasquier, Dennis Puleston, Richard Ryan, Eric
and Lorna Saltzman, John Tramontano, Province of
Québec Society for the Protection of Birds.—NED
R. BOYAJIAN, Walnut Creek, Calif.

MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION
/ F. R. Scott and David A. Cutler

Following an extraordinarily warm March, April was
fairly normal and May rather cool. Precipitation was
somewhat above normal, much of it concentrated in
the last ten days of May, creating rather poor conditions
for nesting marsh and beach birds. The migration in
general was fairly early during April but became quite
drawn out in May, with heavy warbler concentrations
during the last third of the month. Featured during
the season were numbers of interesting pelagic obser-
vations, a result of a recent upsurge of interest in this
subject by regional field observers.
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LOONS THROUGH GANNETS—Late migrat-
ing Com. Loons were noted in many localities both
offshore and along the coast during May. An excep-
tional record was 9 at Ocean City, Md., May 28 during
strong easterly winds (PGD), and 4 were seen farinland
at Penn Forest Res., Carbon Co., Pa., May 19 (RW).
A movement of Red-throated Loons at Cape Hen-
lopen, Del., Apr. 22 was estimated at 375 (PGD).
DuMont noted several early Cory’s Shearwaters
offshore: one off Ocean City and 2 off Cape Henlopen
May 6 and one off Virginia Beach, Va., May 20. Two
boat trips to the Hudson Canyon, about 90 miles due
east of Beach Haven, N. J., May 26, revealed some
spectacular concentrations of pelagic birds for this
region. One party of 17 reported 175 Greater Shearwa-
ters, 50 Sooty Shearwaters, 17 Leach’s Storm-Petrels,
and 2000+ Wilson’s Storm-Petrels (RK, AK, PWSm,
et al.), whereas the other party found 50 Greater Shear-
waters, 65 Sooty Shearwaters, 1 Leach’s Storm-Petrel,
and 600+ Wilson’s Storm-Petrels (RJS). Several Great-
er Shearwaters were also found off Virginia Beach
May 27 (RLAke et al.) and off Ocean City May 28
(PGD). A few Sooty Shearwaters off Ocean City and
Cape Henlopen seemed early May 6 (PGD), and other
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reports included 2 off Virgima Beach May 20 (JMA
et al ) and one picked up dead at Beach Haven May
29 (BCH). Good numbers of Wilson’s Storm-Petrels
were reported by all the late May pelagic trips, the
earliest report being 25 at Norfolk Canyon 65 miles
off Cape Henry, Va., May 14 (MLW). A few Gannets
were reported both offshore and along the coast
throughout May, including, on May 28, 4 at Ocean
City (PGD) and one at Assateague 1., Md. (HTA).

HERONS, IBIS—April 3 was the spring arrival date
at Bombay Hook N.W.R., Del. of the Little Blue
Heron, Snowy Egret, and Louisiana Heron (NEH),
and the peak count of Louisiana Herons at Brigantine
N W R, N.J. was 25 on May 22, an excellent number
(JFA) A Cattle Egret at Lynchburg, Va., Apr. 13
was quite unusual so far inland (KF, RSF & PEM).
The Armisteads found 60 pairs of Cattle Egrets in
a newly discovered heronry on Barren 1., Md.
(Chesapeake Bay) May 20, a first nesting record for
Dorchester Co. There were about 180 active Great
Blue Heron nests on Bloodsworth I., Md., May 19
(HTA, MEA et al.),and Abbott found four other active
Great Blue heronries in e. Maryland during the period
totaling over 500 pairs. Yellow-crowned Night Herons
seemed 1n very low numbers in the Norfolk, Va. area,
with no nests found (WWF er al.). The first Dorchester
Co , Md. nest of this species was found with 5 eggs
May 19 on Bloodsworth I. (HTA), and 2 adults at
a nest were seen Apr. 25 at Rocky Hill, near West
Chester, Pa. (KK). Inland records of this bird included
one at Lynchburg, Va., Apr. 20-May 6 (KF & PEM)
and 4 at Camp Hill, Pa., May 8 (MK). Brooks saw
75 Glossy Ibis flying north at Cape Henlopen, Del.,
Apr 23, and the species continued its increase inland
i ¢ New Jersey where 30 were noted along the Mill-
stone R , Apr. 30 (P&MT).

WATERFOWL—A Mute Swan appeared at Dyke
marsh, Fairfax Co., Va., Apr. 15 JMA), and a pair
was seen at Chincoteague N.W.R., Va. May 19
(WWF) A pair was found nesting at the naval air sta-
tion near Pomona, N.J., May 7 (JFA), apparently an
overflow from the population at Brigantine N.W.R.
Five unusually late Canada Geese were noted at Wal-
lops I, Va., May 3 and June 2 (CRV), and 50 Brant
at Brigantine N.W.R., May 15 were a good count for
this date (JFA). Lawrence found 250 Snow Geese
still at Brigantine Ref., Apr. 15, and the usual
individual stragglers were reported into mid-May in
several parts of the Region. Among about 150 Black
Ducks and 50 Gadwalls at Deal 1., Somerset Co.,
Md , May 27 were 3 Pintails and 3 N. Shovelers
(HTA) Eighty Ring-necked Ducks were noted at Mid-
dle Creek Wildlife Area, near Kleinfeltersville, Pa.,
Apr 7 (SRL), and among the many late diving ducks
reported were a Canvasback at Middle Creek May
22 (EWtr) and 2 Oldsquaw at Cooks Pt., Dorchester
Co , Md. on the same date (HTA et al.). All three
scoters were noted in several localities along the coast
and in Chesapeake Bay during May. Generally, these
reports were of only one or two birds each, but DuMont
reported 72 birds of all three species off Ocean City,
Md , May 6.
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HAWKS—Black Vultures continued to be very visi-
ble on the Delmarva Pen. during the spring, and peak
counts included 13 in s. Dorchester Co., Md., Apr
28 (HTA et al.) and 10 at Woodland Beach, Del ,
May 12 (WJW). Elsewhere along the northern edge
of their range, 2 were found at Longwood, Pa., Apr
15 (JGran). A Goshawk at Beltzville L., Carbon Co ,
Pa., Apr. 15 was the only report received (RW), a
rather surprising occurrence considering the unusual
fall and winter flight into the Region. Eighty-seven
Broad-winged Hawks at Elverson, Pa., Apr. 22 was
the best Buteo flight reported (REC), and a fairly late
pair was still at a nest in Hunterdon Co., N.J., May
29 (OAH). An imm. Golden Eagle was last seen at
Blackwater N.W.R., Md., Apr. 13 (HTA), and one
was noted at Tuckerton, N.J., May 5 & 10 (BCH)
Excellent counts of Bald Eagles continued in s
Dorchester Co., Md. with a peak of at least 6 adults
and 10 immatures May 5 (HTA). This area has by
far the highest concentration of nesting Bald Eagles
in this Region. An Osprey seen 65 mi. off Cape Henry,
Va., May 14 was probably still in migration (ML W)
Along the Delaware side of Delaware Bay Brooks
could only locate one active Osprey nest in an area
where a dozen or more could be found in previous
years. Abbott et al. found a transient Merlin inland
at Dyke marsh, Va., May 12, and a remarkable flight
of approximately 250 Am. Kestrels was observed at
Bombay Hook Ref., Del., Apr. 3 (NEH).

GROUSE, MARSH BIRDS—A Ruffed Grouse
near Princeton, N.J., Apr. 21 was rather unusual
(RJB), and Black Rails were recorded by several
observers, often in good numbers, in the traditional
locations for this species, such as Broadkill Beach,
Del. and Elliott 1., Md. Two Com. Gallinules were
noted near Struble Dam, Chester Co., Pa., Apr. 21,
an unusual county record (SAF). A Com. Gallinule
nest with 9 eggs was located at Deal 1., Md., May
27 (HTA), but marsh birds in general were much
reduced here over previous years, apparently due to
fluctuating water levels in the impoundments.

SHOREBIRDS —Semipalmated Plovers were
noted twice near Struble Dam, Pa., 4 on May 14 (PLH)
and 2 on May 26 (REC), the first records for Chester
Co. in nine years. The only reports of Am. Golden
Plovers received were from Bombay Hook Ref., Del ,
where a number were present Apr. 1-May 6 with a
peak of 37 on Apr. 14 (NEH, KR et al.). On a rainy
May 20 Vaughn found more than 630 Black-bellied
Plovers on the airfield at Wallops Station, Va. mixed
in with other shorebirds and Cattle Egrets, and
Grantham recorded an estimated 300 in flight at Long-
wood, Pa., May 28, an extraordinary number for this
inland locality. This last record may have resulted from
some strong coastal storms during this period. Near
Mathews, Va. a pair of Am. Woodcock had 5 eggs
Mar. 16 (MLW), and the first 3 Whimbrel were noted
quite early at Tuckerton, N.J., Apr. 10 (BCH). On
the Delmarva Pen. single migrant Upland Sandpipers
were seen at Wallops 1., Va., May 1 (CRV) and near
Princess Anne, Md., May 13 (PGD). The peak count
of 4000 Red Knots occurred at Cape May, N.J. on
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the curiously early date of May 13 (AMk & HMor),
and late counts of Purple Sandpipers included 58 at
Cape May, May 14 (JTM) and 20 at Brigantine 1.,
N.J., May 26 (JFA). Twenty-five White-rumped Sand-
pipers at Brigantine Ref., N.J., May 22 were a good
count (JFA), and a Baird’s Sandpiper was observed
at Little Creek, De., May 12 (WJW). A Curlew Sand-
piper was reported at Chincoteague Ref., Va., May
10 JGrod, fide PGD) and 2 in the same area May
12 (PGD), the second and third sight records for the
state. One at Brigantine Ref., May 14-26 was in the
same area where the species has been seen annually
for about 20 years (JD, RCR). Stilt Sandpipers were
reported twice, one near Chincoteague, Va., May 13
(PGD) and 4 at Little Creek May 19 (NEH), and a
W. Sandpiper inland near Hopewell, Va., Apr. 1 was
unusual as to both locality and date (FRS). There were
two reports of Marbled Godwits, 2 near Chincoteague
May 13 (PGD) and one at Brigantine Ref., May 26
(KR), and a Bar-tailed Godwit at Longport, N.J., May
6-27 was seen by numerous observers (JFA, DAC,
JD et al.). All reports of Ruffs were from Delaware:
3 at Smyrna Apr. 1 (NEH), one at Pickering Beach
Apr. 22 (PGD), and one at Bombay Hook Ref., May
1 (NEH). Am. Avocets were first noted at Chin-
coteague Ref., Apr. 5 (LKM)and Bombay Hook Ref.,
Apr. 6(NEH); up to4 were present at the latter location
up to May 3. Three Black-necked Stilts were first
reported at Little Creek, Del., Apr. 21 (NP), and 10
were found here the next day (PGD) and later in the
season. Elsewhere, one was found at Blackwater Ref.,
Apr. 20, the fourth and earliest record for Maryland
(HTA), 2 were seen at Wallops I., Va., Apr. 27 (CRV),
and one was observed at Cape May Pt., N.J., Apr.
28-29 (KS). A Red Phalarope was seen off Cape Henry,
Va., May 6 (PGD), 20 were found at Norfolk Canyon,
65 mi. off Cape Henry, May 14 (MLW), and 75 were
reported off Beach Haven, N.J., May 26 (PWSm et
al.). Few Wilson’s and N. Phalaropes were reported,
the most interesting observations being 14 N.
Phalaropes off Virginia Beach, Va., May 20, 6 in the
same area May 27 (RLA et al.), and 10 off Beach
Haven, N.J., May 26 (PWSm er al.).

JAEGERS, GULLS, TERNS—Pomarine Jaegers
were reported by at least five different offshore trips
during May, the best counts being 6 or more off Virginia
Beach May 20 (PWSy ef al.) and 18 off Beach Haven,
N J.,May 26 (PWSm ¢z al.). In general, lesser numbers
of Parasitic Jaegers were reported, an unusual turn-
about for this Region. There seemed to be unusually
few white-winged gull reports during the winter and
spring; the only reports at hand were one Glaucous
and one Iceland Gull at Shark R., N.J., Mar. 31 (KR).
Similarly, the only Black-headed Gull reported was
an immature at Brigantine Ref., N.J., May 2 (HD).
Several interesting peak inland counts of Bonaparte’s
Gulls included 10 at Middle Creek Wildlife Area, Pa.,
Apr. 7 (SRL), 45 at Hatfield, Pa., Apr. 10 (AMla),
and 250 on the Potomac R. off Dyke marsh, Va., Apr.
15 JMA). After an all-night E wind of 20-30 knots,
a bird thought to be an ad. Sabine’s Gull in breeding
plumage was seen off n. Assateague I. and Ocean City,
Md., May 28 (PGD). The bird was seen in close com-

756

parison with Laughing Gulls and Com Terns Three
birds believed to have been Arctic Terns were carefully
identified 45 mi. off Virginia Beach May 20 by many
observers JMA, RLAke, PGD, RAR ef al), a first
sight record for Virginia. Several Roseate Terns were
reported along the coast from Cape Henlopen, Del
south, and one at Fisherman 1., Va., Apr. 6 was by
far the earliest state record (RLAnd). Two Sandwich
Terns were seen at Virginia Beach May 20, one well
offshore (RAR) and the other close inshore (PGD et
al).

OWLS THROUGH WOODPECKERS—A
Barred Owl nest with 3 young was located in Bull
Run Regional Park, Fairfax Co., Va., May 5 JWE
et al.), and Heck found four nesting pairs of Long-eared
Owls in Hunterdon Co., N.J. in mid-May. By the end
of the month one nesting attempt had failed, one pair
had fledged 4 young, another 2 young, and the fourth
was still incubating. A pair of Short-eared Owls again
nested at the Philadelphia, Pa. airport, the 2 young
first being seen June 3, just able to fly (NP), and 4
Saw-whet Owls were calling Apr. 27 near Chatsworth,
N.J. in a previously established breeding area (AB)
Early Chimney Swifts were noted in several localities,
including Apr. 2 at Lynchburg, Va. (TH, fide RSF),
Apr. 3 at Richmond, Va. (FRS), and Apr. 3 at Sea
Breeze, N.J. (DEK). A Pileated Woodpecker nest at
Finland, Bucks Co., Pa. during May was the first active
nest found in the general Philadelphia area 1n many
years (GAF, AMla et al.), and an ad. Red-cockaded
Woodpecker was feeding young near Wakefield, Va ,
May 26 (RLAke & WWF).

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH RAVENS-—Early
E. Kingbirds included one near Ocean City, Md , Apr
7 (PGD) and one at Wallops 1., Va., Apr. 11 (CRV)
There were more than the usual number of Olive-sided
Flycatchers reported from n. Virginia northward Most
of these were concentrated in the last week of May,
but one at Clarksboro, N.J., May 7 was quite early
(JTM). Malone observed one well at Chincoteague
Ref., May 27, the first spring record for Virgmia’s
Eastern Shore. Cliff Swallows, usually unrecorded or
very rare in s.e. Virginia, were reported here several
times, as well as at Chincoteague and in e. Maryland
Some of the more interesting reports included 2 near
Wakefield, Va., Apr. 29 (PGD), 2 at Lynnhaven Inlet,
Virginia Beach May 20 (PWSy), 3-5at Chippokes S P ,
Va., May 26 (RLAke & WWF), and 7 at Shirley, Va ,
May 27 (FRS). Few reports of Purple Martins were
received, but at Lewistown, Pa. only a handful had
arrived by May 30 versus a usual population of about
350 (MB). In Fairfax Co., Va., however, Abbott re-
ported a moderate northward flight along the Potomac
R. Apr. 10-28 averaging 50-200 per day. A Com Raven
at Waggoner’s Gap, Pa., Apr. 29 was suspected of
being a local breeding bird (CJ).

NUTHATCHES THROUGH VIREOS—The
pair of Red-breasted Nuthatches at Longwood, Pa
previously reported as excavating a nest site disap-
peared about Apr. 16 after a gardener removed the
dead limb being used (JGran). Another nest with at
least two young was discovered at Swarthmore, Pa ,
May 26 by Helen McWilliams and confirmed later by
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Alexander and Heckscher These nests represent a
major range extension for this species into the Pennsyl-
vania Coastal Plain. A singing Bewick’s Wren at Sandy
Point S P., Md., May 12 was quite unusual (PGD), and
an early Carolina Wren nest had 5 eggs at Gloucester,
Va , Mar. 22, the young leaving Apr. 21 (MLW). Six
extremely early Gray-cheeked Thrushes were banded
at Island Beach S.P., N.J., Apr. 28 JSW et al.) and
were seen by many persons attending the Eastern Bird
Banding Association annual meeting. In the Delaware
Valley area nesting E. Bluebirds seemed to be in in-
creased numbers, but nesting success seemed poor, at
least to some extent due to harassment by Starlings
(DAC, JGran et al.). Near Lynchburg, Va. bluebird
nesting seemed delayed by rain and cold weather, but
by May 27 Murphy reported that 21 of 33 nest boxes
were occupied by 97 young. Cedar Waxwings were
quite common in much of the Region and remained in
flocks 1n some areas to the end of May. Over 100 were
present at Clifton, Va., May 22 JWE), for example,
and Grantham reported 175 at Longwood, Pa., June 3.
A Solitary Vireo at Mount Vernon, Va., May 29 was
extraordinarily late JMA).

WARBLERS—A Prothonotary Warbler banded at
Wallops I., Va., Apr. 30 (CRV) and 2 seen at Finland,
Pa, May 12 (GAF) were locally unusual. A Law-
rence’s Warbler color-banded at Glassboro, N.J. in
1972 (FG) was seen in the same area this year on
May 3 (JKM), and 5 Cerulean Warblers were recorded
at Sycamore Mills, Delaware Co., Pa., May 10, where
there 1s a local breeding colony (NP). Yellow-throated
Warblers were recorded from at least five localities
in s ¢ Pennsylvania and South Jersey, an apparent
Increase over recent years. Bay-breasted Warblers
seemed unusually common, with a number of records
from e Virginia; one at Chincoteague Ref., May 27
was probably the first spring record from Virginia’s
Eastern Shore (LKM). A Kentucky Warbler banded
at Wallops 1., Apr. 23 was somewhat early (CRV).
Late warbler records were commonplace, and it is
probable that many species stayed around until early
June In the Alexandria, Va. area Magnolia and
Canada Warblers as well as N. Waterthrushes were
still present May 28-29 (JMA). A flight of Canada War-
blers apparently occurred May 27, as 6 were recorded
at Blackwater Ref., Md. on this date (HTA), and an
astomishing 18 were banded at Island Beach S.P., N.J.
on the same day, the most common of the 24 species
trapped (fide H. W. Cooper). Other late reports
included Cape May Warblers at Bala-Cynwyd and
Wyncote, Pa., May 31 (DAC & DS), a Yellow-rumped
Warbler near Lewisetta, Va., May 26 (FRS), Mourning
Warblers at Bala-Cynwyd May 30 (DS) and Pomona,
NJ, June 4 JFA & JD), and a Canada Warbler
at Glassboro June 2 (JKM).

BOBOLINKS THROUGH LONGSPURS—
Bobolinks remained late at Spring City, Pa., with 75-
100 present May 26-28 (RIM). Western Tanagers were
reported three times: an imm. 3 in Chesapeake, Va.
Apr 10 (RLAke & GAG), a singing $ in e. Anne
Arundel Co., Md., May 5 (PGD), and an ad. J in
excellent breeding plumage at Millsboro, Del., May
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5 (SS et al) At Blackwater Ref , Md 25 Summer
Tanagers were recorded May 12 versus only 11 Scarlet
Tanagers (HTA), a spring ratio perhaps not atypical
of the c¢. Delmarva Pen. A Summer Tanager at Long-
wood, Pa., May 31 was well north of its normal breed-
ing range (JGran). An imm. 3 Black-headed Grosbeak
appeared in Norfolk, Va., Apr. 3 and remained about
ten days (LB, WWF). Early Indigo Buntings were
noted at Chincoteague Ref., Apr. 19 (LKM) and Wal-
lops 1., Apr. 23 (CRV), and Malone, in fact, reported
a “‘large influx’’ at Chincoteague in the last week of
April and the first week of May. Evening Grosbeaks
were last seen in Virginia and Maryland May 10 JWE,
RLP et al.) except for one late bird recorded at Chin-
coteague Ref., May 19 (PWSy). At Longwood a count
of 125 on May 6 was unusually good for such a date
(JGran). Purple Finches remained late and in numbers,
115 at White Hall, Carbon Co., Pa., May 4 was excel-
lent (RW). Pine Siskins were very common about
Washington, D.C. and were last reported May 12 at
Chevy Chase, Md. (RLP) and elsewhere. Red Cross-
bills as usual were very erratic, with most records being
from the Delmarva Pen., where they remained at least
until early June (SHD). Elsewhere, a few were
recorded in Richmond, Va. to May 31 (FRS), one
was noted near Seneca, Md., May 26 (PGD), and 17
were seen at Longwood May 31 (JGran). A White-
winged Crossbill picked up injured at Medford, N J

in late April was the only report of this species (EWfd),
and an early Grasshopper Sparrow was recorded at
Elm, Pa., Apr. 17 (AMKk). A Dark-eyed Junco banded
at Wallops 1., May 10 was late (CRV), and one seen
at Bala-Cynwyd, Pa., May 31 was a record late date
(DS). Cook observed a Harris’ Sparrow at Leesport,
Pa., Apr. 30-May 5, and late White-throated Sparrows
were present at Chevy Chase, Md., May 23-26 (RLP)

A Lapland Longspur in full breeding plumage was ob-
served at Brigantine Ref., May 20, an unprecedented
date (RJS & PWSm).
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R. E. Cook, H. W. Cooper, John Danzenbaker,
Howard Drinkwater, P. G. DuMont, S. H. Dyke,
J. W. Eike, Keith Fielder, W. W. Fogleman, G. A
Franchois, S. A. Frankenfield, R. S. Freer, Frank
Gill, Jesse Grantham, Gisela A. Grimm, Jackie
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lett, Dorothy Sacks, Keith Seager, P. W. Smith, R
J. Smith, Stan Speck, P. W. Sykes, P. & M. Taylor, C
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SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION
/ Robert P. Teulings

The spring season was cool, wet and late. Over the
Region summer residents were slow in arriving in nor-
mal numbers and the warbler migration appeared to
be tardy. Most winter finches departed in late April
and early May but lingerers were still present through
the end of the period, notably flocks of Red Crossbills
at several locations.
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PELAGIC TRIPS—Increasing interest in the
species to be found offshore resulted in reports from
three parties who took cruises off the North Carolina
coast. The trips were on consecutive weekends late
in the period, from Hatteras May 19 (PD, RA, RAR,
HW, BB, DJ), Morehead City May 26 (HL, EL, RAR,
HW), and from the latter location June 3 (RR & stu-
dents). Their censuses follow with the tallies for each
species listed in the same respective chronological
order: Cory’s Shearwater 1,1,9; Greater Shearwater,
31,2,34; Sooty Shearwater 6,12,2; Audubon’s Shear-
water 16,6,0; Wilson’s Storm-Petrel 116,150,110;
Leach’s Storm-Petrel 2,0,0; Northern Phalarope
17,30,0; Pomarine Jaeger 0,2,0; Parasitic Jaeger 0,0,1;
Arctic Tern 1,0,0; Bridled Tern 9,8,1; and Black Tern
0,1,0. Other sightings of pelagics by observers on shore
are listed in the species accounts below.

LOONS THROUGH IBISES—Com. Loons
remained at Columbus, Ga. on the Chattahoochee R.
as late as May 4 (LAW, SP, MF) and were also seen
inland in good numbers at Roanoke Rapids, N.C.
(JML), and Whispering Pines, N.C. (JHC). Peak
counts of 33 and 21, respectively, were recorded at
these latter locations Apr. 8. Other inland reports were
from Raleigh (RSi) and Winston-Salem (RW et al.).
At Jekyll L., Ga., eight Audubon’s Shearwaters were
seen near shore May 12 and three Greater Shearwaters
May 27 (fide CM). Gannets lingered there as late as
May 23 (FM). A Double-crested Cormorant found at
L. Hartwell near Clemson, S.C., Mar. 3| was believed
to be the first local record (SG). A single bird of this
species was also present at Whispering Pines in late
April with another seen there May 20 (JHC). Inland
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occurrences were also reported from Raleigh (HL) and
Roanoke Rapids (JML). An imm. Great Cormorant
was at Croatan Sound near Manteo, N.C., Apr. 6 (EP,
JP). A Magnificent Frigatebird was seen off Jekyll T.
Apr. 28 (FM) and another sighting recorded the next
day at St. Simons I. (MT). Again there was a report
of a Great Blue Heron of the white form from the
Jekyll [. area. The bird was seen by several observers
during the period Apr. 29-May 16 (JB, FM, GD). A
Reddish Egret was found well n. of its range at
Morehead City, N.C., Apr. 13 (TLQ,RR; photos).
A Glossy lbis wandered inland to Northampton
County, N.C. where it was seen near Gaston May
29 (JML). White Ibises appeared to be forming a small
nesting colony at Pea Island N.W.R. in mid-May
(NFW, DS). Events there will be watched closely to
see whether this species is successful in further extend-
ing its breeding range northward along the North
Carolina coast.

WATERFOWL—The peak movements of water-
fowl occurred during the last half of March and early
April. A flock of 800 Snow Geese was seen winging
overJekyll 1. Apr. 11 (MD). A Eur. Wigeon was discov-
ered there Apr. 4 (JBr). Inland at Roanoke Rapids
L., peak counts of 139 Lesser Scaup and 155 Red-
breasted Mergansers were recorded Apr. | (JML).
Four Buffleheads lingered at Pea. 1. at least through
May 26 (PW).

KITES THROUGH COOT—Swallow-tailed Kites
sighted at Columbus Apr. 22 and at nearby Omaha,
Ga., Apr. 29 were rare records for that area (GB,
WG@), as was one seen over Fort Fisher, N.C., Apr.
23 (HL, EL). For the second spring, Swallow-taileds
were seen on the N.C. Outer Banks, well north of
their usual range. One was observed at Buxton Woods
Mar. 30 (PB) and two were seen there May 12 just
3 hours after a similar sighting at Pea [. 20 mi. to
the north (GG). A Mississippi Kite was seen in early
May at Occoneechee Neck, Northampton Co., N.C.
(HL, JML), the same locality where the species was
seen last year. These kite sightings give rise to specula-
tion about possible nesting in the upper coast and
coastal plain sections of North Carolina where no pre-
vious breeding records have been reported. In South
Carolina, Bald Eagle nesting censuses in the Char-
leston, Huger and Georgetown areas turned up three
pairs with young in mid-March (TB). Elsewhere there
were sightings of single Bald Eagles in the Jekyll 1.
vicinity Apr. 29 (RO), at Oregon [nlet May 16 (NFW)
and at Occoneechee Neck May 26 (fide JML). A signi-
ficant tally of 40 Red-shouldered Hawks was recorded
in Okefenokee Swamp Apr. 29 (SP). In February and
March a total of 13 active Osprey nests were found
at the Okefenokee N.W_.R. by Wendell Metzen and
John Holt. Other reports were mostly of transients.
It would be highly worthwhile for observers to search
out and report Osprey nesting information from other
areas of the Region. Only two falcon records were
received, both of Merlins. An individual was seen at
N. Wilkesboro Apr. (WPS) and another in Caswell
Co., N.C., May 6 (FD). A Black Rail was captured
in the Phillips 1. marsh near Morehead City Apr. 13
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by T L Quay (*N C S M ), and a Purple Gallinule
was an unusual find on nearby Bogue Banks Apr. 14
(JF) Purple Gallinules were also found as far n. as
Pea Island N.W.R. where several were seen during
the pertod (NFW). Most conspicuous among several
reports of late Am. Coots was one of 40 at W. Onslow
Beach, N.C., May 27 (GG).

SHOREBIRDS—Given the proper habitat around
inland lakes, reservoirs and ponds, good numbers of
‘‘coastal’’ shorebirds may be found by those who seek
them, and this season a flood of such reports came
from interior locations. Space permits only a brief
account Among the species listed were Semipalmated
Plovers, Dunlin, Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Pec-
toral, Least, Western and Semipalmated Sandpipers,
along with the usual inland migrants. A Black-bellied
Plover was found near Gaston, N.C., May 26 (JML).
White-rumped Sandpipers were also noted there during
May (JML), as well as at Clemson (SG) and Raleigh
(CMa, RSi). Three Upland Sandpipers were seen near
Atlanta Apr. 28 (RC, JD) and a rather late migrant
was at the Greenville, S.C. airport May 14 (SG).
Unusual numbers of Willets were found inland with
15 at Atlanta Apr. 29 (DC & DC), 10 at Clemson
May 5 (JJH), and 4 at Roanoke Rapids May 22 (JML).
Another inland record of special interest was a Red
Knot at Roanoke Rapids L. May 22 (JML). On the
coast, Whimbrels were ‘‘very common all spring”” at
Jekyll T (CM), and at least 100 were found on the
beach at Cape Lookout off Morehead City May 18
(JF) A Ruffin breeding plumage was an unusual sight
at the Pea I. refuge May 21-25 (NFW). Elsewhere,
a Wilson’s Phalarope was seen in North River Marsh
near Morehead City May 21 (JF), and a late Purple
Sandpiper was found at neafby Fort Macon May 27
(RJH)

GULLS AND TERNS—A Black-headed Gull was
atPeal Apr. 19-23 (NFW, JW). On Apr. 13, Jay Carter
watched Laughing Gulls moving n. at Wrightsville
Beach, N.C., and counted 400 in 40 minutes. Inland
sightings included a lone bird at Columbus Mar. 31
(LAW), 40 at Okefenokee Apr. 27 (JB), one at L.
Wheeler near Raleigh Apr. 22 (RSi), and several at
Roanoke Rapids L. May 6-15 (JML). Inland reports
of migrant Bonaparte’s Gulis were of up to 50 seen
at Columbus Mar. 31-Apr. 22 (SP, LAW) and lesser
numbers at Whispering Pines (JHC), Raleigh (RSi,
RJH), and Roanoke Rapids (JML) during approx-
imately the same period. A Gull-billed Tern was early
at Cape Romaine N.W.R. Mar. 18 (PN). A small flock
of Forster’s Terns was found near Morehead City May
16-17 (RJH) and new evidence of that species breeding
in the area was the discovery of a nest with one egg
in salt marsh near Cape Lookout May 18 (JF). Two
Black Terns at Roanoke Rapids provided the first
mland spring record for that area (JML). Evidence
of coastal migration of the latter species was very
sparse, with only a few sightings reported. Nesting
of Least Terns is being monitored along the coast.
They are apparently in trouble in the Jekyll I. area
where only one of four former nestings colonies
remains active (CM) and their status is in doubt
elsewhere.
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CUCKOOS, OWLS, GOATSUCKERS—A
Black-billed Cuckoo Apr. 28 at Columbus, Ga. (M)
and one May 26 at Occoneechee Neck, Northampton
Co., N.C. (JML) were new local spring records for
those areas. Among several other reports of this species
from the Region, there was a late occurrence at Raleigh
June 1 (DB, fide TLQ) and another at Chapel Hill
June 3 JOP). A Saw-whet Owl was unexpectedly
found at Medoc¢ Mountain, Halifax Co., N.C., Apr
6 (JML). Chuck-will’s-widows were noted at two loca-
tions well west of their normal coastal plain locale,
with one heard May S in Forsythe Co., N.C. (fide
RS) and another May 10 near Durham, N.C. (JRH)
Equally unusual were the reports of Whip-poor-wills
heard calling in Brunswick and Bladen Counties, N.C
in late April and early May (JHC), well east of their
usual nesting range.

FLYCATCHERS AND SWALLOWS—A Gray
Kingbird was seen on the s. Georgia coast at Sea I
Apr.21(TM, DH, SH, RSm) and two others on nearby
Jekyll 1. May 2 (CM). A third sighting was recorded
at Sullivan’s I. near Charleston, S.C., Apr. 17 (SW,
fide DF). Scissor-tailed Flycatchers turned up this
spring at Cumberland I., Ga. in early May ( fide CM)
and at Hilton Head 1., S.C., May 12 (FH, fide CN)
There was a convincing report of an Ash-throated
Flycatcher at Raleigh May 15. The sighting was made
by Ross Silcock, who studied the bird closely in good
light and heard its call. This is a first record for North
Carolina and evidently the first spring record for east-
ern U.S. Observers on a pelagic cruise May 26 off
Morehead City encountered a Yellow-bellied
Flycatcher which landed on the boat about 30 mi. at
sea (HL et al.). Single Olive-sided Flycatchers were
noted at Atlanta May 20 (WD) and at N. Wilkesboro
May 25 (WPS). Tree Swallows were early transients
at Chapel Hill Mar. 17 (JOP) and at Roanoke Rapids
Mar. 18 (JML), and Bank Swallows were first noted
at Raleigh Apr. 5 (RJH). Migrating Cliff Swallows were
recorded at several locations in the e. Piedmont and
upper coastal plain sections of N.C. Apr. 6-May 23
(JHC, RJH, JML, RR). Several of the latter were
also noted at N. Wilkesboro Apr. 28 (WPS). Purple
Martins arrived in the southern part of the Region n
mid-February (EC, RLC, JD), with a few noted as
early as Jan. 22 in extreme s. Georgia (Decatur Co ,
JBu). By Feb. 27 some were seen as far n. as Morehead
City (BS).

RAVENS THROUGH CREEPERS—At
Clemson, S.C., an unexpected appearance of two
Com. Ravens was recorded Apr. 15 (SG). A Fish
Crow, seen and heard there May 5, was also locally
unusual, possibly the first for that n.w. sector of the
state (SG). Red-breasted Nuthatches lingered in scat-
tered areas of the Region until late April and early
May, with one found in Wake Co., N.C. on the late
date of May 18 (RR). Long-billed Marsh Wrens were
noted as inland transients at Chapel Hill (RR) and
at Raleigh (RJH) where single birds were seen Apr
27 & 28, respectively. There were also inland sightings
of Short-billed Marsh Wrens, with three birds recorded
in the Clemson area May | (SG) and individuals at
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Raleigh May 3 (HL) & May 17 (RS1) An extremely
late Brown Creeper was found May 20 in Caswell Co.,
N.C. (GWo, fide PW).

VIREOS AND WARBLERS—Solitary Vireos had
arrived in Umstead State Park near Raleigh by Mar.
20 (RSi), Durham by Mar. 25 JOP, ET), and Hanging
Rock State Park near Danbury, N.C. by Mar. 27 (ET,
RT). A high local count of nine migrants was noted
at Columbus, Ga., Apr. 14 (WMa). A pair of Solitary
Vireos was found building a nest May 14 near Mud
Creek in Duke Forest, Durham Co., N.C. (RLW,
ET), the first known breeding attempt in that locality
1n many years. Warbling Vireos were noted as uncom-
mon transients in Wilmington Apr. 6 & 8 (EA),
Raleigh Apr. 21 & May 17 (GW), and Winston-Salem
May S (fide RS). Repeated observations of a singing
Swainson’s Warbler at a spot s. of Atlanta in late April
and early May indicated a possible rare nesting attempt
n that area (DC & DC). Follow-up observations will
be made to confirm the status. An Orange-crowned
Warbler in Southern Pines Apr. 15 was the first spring
record there (JHC). Two 33 Nashville Warblers were
found at Clemson Apr. 26 (SG), and another was seen
Apr. 29 near Charleston (PN). Cerulean Warblers re-
turned to the area along the Roanoke R. in Northamp-
ton Co., N.C. where they were found nesting last
year (Am. Birds 26:847). Merrill Lynch estimated 25
singing 33 on territory there at the end of the period.
Two occurrences were reported of Blackburnian War-
blers as rare migrants e. of the mountains, with four
individuals recorded on the spring bird count in the
Winston-Salem area May 5 (fide RS) and two birds
near Roanoke Rapids May 12 (JML). Blackpoll War-
blers passed through the Region in abundance, with
peaks noted at Columbus May 6 (WMa) and in the
Raleigh-Chapel Hill area May 13-21 (GW, JOP). Late
Magnolia Warblers were seen at Durham May 23 (RR)
and Raleigh May 26 (CMa, KKn). Two warblers rarely
seen in the spring were noted this year: a Mourning
Warbler banded May 26 at Hillsborough (CB) and a
Connecticut Warbler observed May 5 in Forsythe Co.,
N.C. (fide RS). Wilson’s Warblers were recorded with
higher-than-usual frequency at Columbus, Raleigh and
several other Piedmont locations, the dates spanning
Apr. 28 to May 22. Canada Warblers also seemed more
common than usual in the Piedmont.

BOBOLINKS AND TANAGERS—Observers at
Jekyll 1. (CM), Thomasville (RLC), and Roanoke
Rapids JML) commented on a conspicuous abundance
of Bobolinks. The migration of this species was still
in progress at the end of the period, with late transients
seen at Wilmington May 20 (KK), Chapel Hill May
26-27 (JOP), and Georgetown, S.C. May 27 (RR).
Scarlet Tanagers, considered rare spring migrants in
the coastal section, were sighted in the Morehead City
area Apr. 21, 28 & 29 (fide JF).

FRINGILLIDS—A 3 Black-headed Grosbeak was
a noteworthy visitor at a feeder in Dunwoody, Ga.,
a suburb of Atlanta, Apr. 7-12 (WD). Winter finches,
for the most part, had departed the Region by late
April and early May, but small numbers of hangers-on
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set late records including Evening Grosbeaks seen at
Thomasville, Ga. May 20 (RLC). One Purple Finch
was noted in Durham as late as May 27 (JRH), and
a 3 House Finch still remained in Winston-Salem at
the end of the period (RW, RS). Red Crossbills seemed
to be the most reluctant of the winter visitors to move
northward as evidenced by the presence of flocks lin-
gering through the end of May at Raleigh (GW), Fay-
etteville (DBB), Southern Pines (JHC), and Roanoke
Rapids (JML). Doris Cohrs reported seeing an ad

Red Crossbill feeding 2 juveniles near Atlanta in early
May, indicating that at least a few of these unpredict-
able invaders nested during their winter sojourn in the
Region. There was a surprising sighting of a Sharp-
tailed Sparrow near Winston-Salem May 24, far inland
for the species (CF, RH, RS). At Clemson, a Clay-
colored Sparrow was an unexpected visitor Apr 29-30
(SG, JJH), one of the few spring records for the Region

A Lincoln’s Sparrow seen in that same vicimty May
11 was also a very rare spring migrant (JJH, fide SG)
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FLORIDA REGION
/ Herbert W. Kale I1

The spring of 1973 was a vintage one for watchers
of migratory birds in Florida, especially along the Gulf
coast. Three major northwest cold fronts passed down
the state, Apr. 6-10, 19-23, and 26-30, grounding unpre-
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cedented numbers of migrants. Other fronts of lesser
strength followed in May. Mullet Key posted 35 war-
bler species. Only the Canada, Mourning, Kirtland’s,
and Bachman’s were missing from the list of eastern
warblers from that mecca on the southern tip of the
Pinellas Co., peninsula. The date of the first spring
meeting of the newly-organized Florida Omithological
Society (F.0.S.) held in St. Petersburg Apr. 27-29 must
have been pre-ordained by the great John J. himself.
Picture the following view: A mulberry tree adorned
with an Indigo Bunting, Northern Oriole, Scarlet Tan-
ager, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Blue Grosbeak, Swain-
son’s Thrush, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Gray Catbird,
Brown Thrasher, Palm Warbler, Cape May Warbler,
Wood Pewee and a Cardinal, then double or triple
each bird. Or, picture a tree-dotted golf course with
a Wood Thrush, a Veery, a Swainson’s Thrush, and
2 Gray-cheeked Thrushes—all within a foot or so of
each other. The entire week-end was so replete with
such kaleidoscopic scenes that John Edscorn
exclaimed that ““F.Q.S. participants were almost deliri-
ously overcome by the richness of the diet!”” Over
136 species, including 25 warbler species, were
recorded, the most outstanding of which were 75 Buff-
breasted Sandpipers, 4 Wilson’s Warblers, and a Black-
headed Grosbeak.

As numerous as the migrants were along the Gulf
Coast, Glen Woolfenden pointed out that migration
at Archbold Biological Station (A.B.S.) near Lake
Placid, Highlands Co., in central Florida could pass
almost unnoticed except for Gray Catbirds, Blue-gray
Gnatcatchers, and Northern Parulas. The Gulf mi-
grants one can see at Dry Tortugas or along the west
coast just do not occur inland, which leads one to the
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conclusion that they pile up and concentrate along the
coast—and probably only in a narrow band of coastline,
because while birds may be numerous on Mullet Key
they remain scarce in Tampa only 30 miles or so to
the northeast. A ‘‘good’’ wave of migrants on A.B.S.
grounds occurred about May 4-7, and included West
Indies winterers: Cape Mays, Black-throated Blues,
Am. Redstarts, Yellow-billed Cuckoos, and Northern
Orioles—but the total was probably not more than 60
birds.

Migration along the Atlantic coast, though nowhere
near as spectacular as the Gulf, seemed better this
year, from an observer’s point of view, than in recent
years. Numerous warblers landed on Johnnie
Johnson’s boat in the Atlantic 20 miles east of Cocoa
Beach Apr. 6 (Black-and-white, Palm, Prothonotary)
and 24 (Black-and-white, Palm, Am. Redstart, Black-
poll, N. Parula, N. Waterthrush). A wave of several
hundred migrants of 15 species passed through Bear
Cut, Key Biscayne and Matheson Hammock, Miami,
Apr. 28 (JMK).

Except for 30 birds killed by the WCTV tower at
Tall Timbers north of Tallahassee Apr. 26 (RLC), and
about 300, chiefly West Indies winterers, killed by the
huge Vehicle Assembly Building at the Kennedy Space
Center May 10-11 (LEE), no other major tower mortal-
ity was reported during the period.

As usual, numerous migrants landed on the Dry Tor-
tugas (below D. Tort.) throughout the spring and
between May 2-7, 93 species, including a Bahama
Mockingbird (see below), were recorded by members
of the annual tern banding party (WBR, GEW et al.).

For the first time in several years reports were
received from the Florida Keys—thanks to Frances
T. Hames, the new area editor (606 Truman Ave.,
Key West). Unfortunately, the Southwest Gulf coast
area is still not represented in these reports.

LOONS, SHEARWATERS, PETRELS—A Com.
Loon in full breeding plumage was a rare sight near
Auburndale, Polk Co., Apr. 14 (JBE & PJF). Several
shearwaters seen offshore were: A Greater, 20 mi.
east of Cape Canaveral May 21 (1]), a Sooty, 27 mi.
east of Mayport May 20 (JH), and an Audubon’s, south
of East Key, D. Tort., May 2 (WBR ef al.). The first
record of Harcourt’s Storm-Petrel for the S. Division
and the second for the Florida region occurred
June 1 when a bird was picked up alive in good
condition under a street lamp in a parking lot on Up-
per Matacombe Key. After it was measured and photo-
graphed it was released (RTP & AS).

TROPICBIRDS THROUGH CORMORANTS
—Two White-tailed Tropicbirds were seen flying
and calling over Fort Jefferson, D. Tort., May
6 (WBR et al.) and at least one was still there Jun.
2 (DRL) raising hopes that they might nest on the
high brick *cliffs’’ of the fort. Boobies reported include
2 ad. Blue-faced near Middle Key, D. Tort., May 4,
two Browns near Garden Key May 6, and one on
May 7 (WBR er al.), and one on the Indian River
near Sharps, Brevard Co., Mar. 9-Apr. 5 (ADC). A
sick sub-adult Gannet came ashore at Ft. Pierce Apr.
30 (HWK*—U.S.F.), the latest for the S. Peninsula.
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A subadult Great Cormorant was found perched on
a channel marker at the inlet to Port Everglades May
19 (GH & BR) and subsequently seen by numerous
observers through the end of May. This is the second
(but first spring) record for the S. Peninsula and the
southernmost occurrence in Florida.

WADING BIRDS—Wood Storks again failed to
produce any significant numbers of young in the Ever-
glades National Park (E.N.P.) and Corkscrew Swamp
Sanctuary (JCO). A heron roost on Tamiami Trail east
of 40-mile bend contained ca. 1300 Glossy lbis Apr.
3 JCO & JAK), and a one on Stock 1., Apr. 2 was
a rarity for the Key West area (FTH). A relatively
high count of 30 Flamingos was made at L. Ingraham,
Cape Sable, E.N.P., May 6 (PAT).

GEESE AND DUCKS—An ad. Canada Goose
with several downy young west of Panacea May 12
(HMS)indicates that these northern transplants appear
to be taking hold. Fulvous Tree Ducks were last seen
at Merritt I. N.W.R. May 9 (PWS) and at McKay
Bay (Tampa) May 11 (WB—latest N. Peninsula). One
pair of Mallards on Alligator L., May 26, and a J
Ring-necked Duck on L. Jackson, Leon Co., May
24 were either late migrants or summering birds (HMS).
Five Red-breasted Mergansers on Ramrod Key Apr.
25 were late wintering, but one at Key West June 3
was presumed to be disabled (FTH).

KITES AND HAWKS—Mississippi Kites were
noted at several localities, one at Sanibel 1., Apr. 14
(FHS et al.), two south of Crawfordsville, Wakulla
Co., May 3, and two 9 mi. east on U.S. 98 on May
4 (HHA), and six flying over Gainesville May 20
(JEH).

S.A.

Although the Everglade Kite did not breed in the
Everglades this year because of dry condition, 1973
was still one of the best nesting seasons in recent years,
with 28 nests located in s. Florida—6 on the headwaters
of the St. Johns R. in Indian River and St. Lucie Cos.,
and 22 at L. Okeechobee (PWS & RC). Nevertheless,
aerial reconaissance indicates that the habitat situation,
1 e. suitable wet marshlands of sufficient size and dis-
tribution to enable snail populations to survive and
reproduce annually, is such that the future looks bleak
for this endangered kite.

There are a few summer records of Sharp-shinned
Hawks in Florida, but no evidence of nesting. A bird
near L. Iamonia, Leon Co., May 22 seemed too late
to be a migrant (HMS). Several Sharp-shinneds were
on D. Tort., May 5-7 and at least 3 Broad-winged
Hawks were there May 4-7 (WBR et al.) Migrating
peregrines included 6 at Cape Canaveral during April
(LEE), and one D. Tort., May 2-6 (WBR et al.). Only
one Merlin, at Mullet Key May 5 (JBE), was reported
in the Region.

SHOREBIRDS—Snowy Plovers, becoming rarer
each year because of the evergrowing human popula-
tion along Gulf beaches, are now barely holding their

762

own m n Pinellas Co Two birds each were seen at
Tarpon Springs and Dunedin Beach Apr. 15 (JHH)

The latter pair was apparently nesting May 16 (RCB)

An Am. Golden Plover at L. Jackson Apr. 4 (HMS)
and at Port Canaveral May 12 (ADC & HGC—latest
for N. Peninsula) were far from their normal spring
migration route. Upland Sandpipers appeared more
numerous than usual with 12 reports totalling 36 birds
from 10 locations throughout the region Apr. 1-May 7,
including one killed at the WCTV tower Apr. 1 (RLC)

Pectoral Sandpipers were also unusually numerous
with one at D. Tort., May 6 (PAB—latest for Lower
Keys) and 16 at Lakeland Mar. 29 (JBE), and 40 at
L. Jackson Apr. 4 (HMS). White-rumped Sandpipers
were reported at St. Marks light Apr. 30 (HHA, HMS)
and May 4 (HHA), 16 mi. east of Cape Canaveral
May 2 (JJ), D. Tort., May 5 (WBR et al.), and at
McKay Bay May 10 (JBE). Stilt Sandpipers on the
other hand seemed unusually scarce this spring with
single birds seen near St. Marks light Apr. 26 (HHA),
Lakeland May 12 (JBE), and 8 late at L. Jackson May
24 (HMS). Almost unheard of in spring, an
unprecedented 75 Buff-breasted Sandpipers spent the
day feeding in an open field on Mullet Key Apr 28
(F.O.S.—latest N. Peninsula). They were extremely
nervous and flighty and shortly before sunset all
departed northward over the Gulf (HMS & JBE)

Three more were seen at St. Marks Light Apr. 30 (HMS
& HHA). An Am. Avocet at Alligator Pt , Apr 1
(RTT)>and Black-necked Stilts at Carrabelle Beach
Apr. 26 and May 16, and near St. Marks Light Apr

30 (HHA, HMS) were uncommon in the Tallahassee
area. A stilt at Key West Apr. 2, and two on West
Summerland Key May 30 (RR) and at Key West Jun

4 (FTH) mark the earliest and latest dates for the Lower
Keys. Over 65 N. Phalaropes sighted 18 m1 east of
Cape Canaveral May 4 (JJ), were the earliest for the
N. Peninsula.

TERNS AND SKIMMERS—Confirming the ob-
servation that migration of most Com. Terns occurs
well offshore, 45 were seen 18-45 mi. east of Mayport
May 20 (JBE et al.). An unprecedented 150 were 1n
the Gulf off St. James, Franklin Co., May 16 (HMS)
Two Roseate Terns were spotted offshore 20 m1 east
of Cocoa Beach Apr. 24 (JJ). Also in the Atlantic 3
Sooty Terns and 32 Bridled Terns were 16 m1 east
of Cape Canaveral May 2 (JJ). Black Terns, rare in
spring, were near St. George 1., Apr. 25, and St Marks
Light Apr. 27 & 30 (HHA), and May 14 (HMS), L
Jackson, May 24, Orange L. May 31 (HMS), and off-
shore east of Mayport May 20 (JBE et al.). At least
2 rare Black Noddy Terns were present with Brown
Noddies on Bush Key, D. Tort., throughout May
(WBR, DRL). Four Black Skimmers at Key West Jun
8 (FTH) were the latest for the Lower Keys

DOVES, PARROTS, CUCKOOS—White-
crowned Pigeons were abundant in the Keys (PWS)
and 2 were seen far north on Hypoluxo I, Palm
Beach Co., May 26 (G1H, DS et al.). A White-
winged Dove appeared in Sarasota Apr. 27 (MCS)
Reports of still another psittacid species seen flying
loose in Dade Co., refer to the White-fronted Par-
rot, Amazona albifrons. Two were seen on Elliott
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Key, Biscayne Nat’l Mon May 19 (JCO) Accord-
ing to Frances Hames, the much-sought-after Man-
grove Cuckoo is seldom seen until May, and it is
useless to look for it in March and early April as
many out-of-state birders do. Two birds were on
Summerland Key May 6-7 (PQR & RR), and at
Sugarloaf Key there were 2 on June 2 (FTH) and 3
on June 3 (DRL). Unusual numbers of Yellow-billed
Cuckoos migrated through the Keys with a dozen or
so seen feeding on caterpillars on Sugarloaf May 1-5
(MMc) Two were feeding in the open field with
Buff-breasted Sandpipers on Mullet Key Apr. 28
(F O S), and 2 were seen flying north 35-42 mi. off-
shore east of Mayport May 20 (JBE). Black-billed
Cuckoos, uncommon in Florida, were seen at St.
George 1., 2 on Apr. 26 (HMS) and May 5 (JMS),
and one on May 16 (HMS), while many F.O.S. ob-
servers saw 2 on Mullet Key Apr. 28 & 29. A nest
of the Smooth-billed Ani containing 4 eggs and 2
young located west of Royal Palm May 22 is the
first nesting record for this species in E.N.P.
(HWW)

OWLS AND NIGHTHAWKS—OwIs are rare on
the Lower Keys, hence a report of a Screech Owl
calling on Big Pine Key Mar. 26 (RWS) is noteworthy.
A boat fishing offshore 18 mi. east of Grant, Brevard
Co , provided a resting place for a migrating Com.
Nighthawk Apr. 13 (JI). The peent call of the south-
eastern race was first heard at Summerland Key Apr.
12, while the killykadick call of the Antillean form was
not heard there until Apr. 27 (RR). However, both
birds were reported calling on Plantation Key Apr. 6
(RTP—earliest for the Lower Keys and the Region)
and at Key West airport Jun. 1 (FTH).

WOODPECKERS, FLYCATCHERS, SWAL-
LOWS—The first bona fide record of the Red-headed
Woodpecker on the Dry Tortugas and the Lower Keys
was an adult seen on Loggerhead Key May 5 & 6
(WBR, details to be published elsewhere). Rare in
Dade Co., one adult was calling from a dead palm
tree that contained several old woodpecker holes north-
west of Homestead May 31 (JCO). Single birds were
apparently migrating near St. Marks Light (HHA) and
at Mullet Key (DG) Apr. 28. Three W. Kingbirds were
west of Homestead Apr. 8 (JCO) and one at Mullet
Key Apr. 29 (HWK & RER). Scissor-tailed Flycatch-
ers were at Mullet Key Apr. 8-14 (PJF, WB & DG),
Cedar Key Apr. 9 JHH), near Trenton, Gilchrist Co.,
Apr 20 (DWJ), and Carrabelle Beach May 6 (HMS).
Two Chff Swallows at Mullet Key May 10 (JBE &
PJF) were very late. A Cave Swallow studied closely
for over an hour at Cedar Key Apr. 9 (JHH) is the
first record for the N. Peninsula.

CORVIDS THROUGH MIMIDS—BIlue Jays are
rare in the Keys, but have been occurring there recently
(see Ogden, Am. Birds, 26: 851, also Stevenson,
Florida Field Naturalist 1: 9-13 1973) hence, single
birds on Key Largo May 15 (RTP) and Elliott Key
May 19 (JCO) are noteworthy. No Blue Jays reached
Key West this spring (FTH). A Scrub Jay was seen
at Ponte Vedra Beach southeast of Jacksonville Apr.
6 (PCP). Formerly this species nested north to the
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mouth of the St Johns R, but it no longer does so
A Red-breasted Nuthatch on St. George 1., May 5
(JMS) was the latest for the Tallahassee Division
House Wrens near St. Marks Light Apr. 30 (HHA
& HMS) and Mullet Key May 5 were late, but one
at Jacksonville May 26 (JPC) exceptionally late. Un-
doubtedly, the most outstanding find for the period
will have to be the Bahama Mockingbird (Mimus gun-
dlachii) observed and described in detail (to be pub-
lished elsewhere) on East Key, D. Tort., May 3 by
Paul and Fran Buckley. This appears to be the first
sight record for North America outside of the West
Indies.

THRUSHES—Several Am. Robins lingered in the
region with late birds at Newport, Wakulla Co. (HMS)
and Mullet Key (DF, PJF, JBE) Apr. 21, Gainesville
Apr. 26 JRG), Payne’s Prairie May 15 (LEW), but
one singing at White Springs May 28 (RWL) was the
latest in the N. Peninsula. A robin that was obviously
crippled spent the entire spring period convalescing
in the hammock around the Entomological Research
Center 4 mi. south of Vero Beach, and was still present
at the end of June (HWK & LAW). Four species of
thrushes were unusually common along the Gulf coast
throughout April and the first week or so of May with
many reports of Wood, Swainson’s, Gray-cheeked,
and Veery. At Tall Timbers 11 Swainson’s, 2 Gray-
cheeked, and 2 Veeries hit the WCTV tower Apr
26 (RLC). Over 100 Grav-cheekeds were present on
Mullet Key on the evening of Apr. 28 where only 21
had been seen earlier in the day (JBE & HMS). On
St. George 1., 35 Swainson’s, 7 Woods, and 5 Gray-
cheekeds were counted Apr. 29 (HHA). Amazingly,
I received only two reports of thrushes elsewhere 1n
the state—5 Veeries at Bear Cut, Key Biscayne Apr
28 (JMK), and 2 Swainson’s on Merritt 1., May 18
(ADC). The latter sighting was not involved in the
cold front of Apr. 26-30, and was the latest for the
N. Peninsula. The general paucity of migrating
thrushes throughout the Florida region during springs
when weather fronts are weak or non-existent, and
the pattern of distribution of grounded birds occurring
mainly along the Gulf coast when strong NW fronts
do occur, clearly suggest that most thrushes simply
do not normally migrate overland up the Florida penin-
sula, but rather, fly well out to the west over the Gulf
of Mexico.

KINGLETS THROUGH VIREOS—Ruby-
crowned Kinglets were late at Mullet Key Apr. 21
(PJF et al.), and near St. Marks Light where a male
was singing Apr. 30 (HHA & HMS). A late Water
Pipit was seen at a dump on Middle Torch Key May
7 (RR & PQR). Several Cedar Waxwings appeared 1n
Rockledge in early May and remained until Jun. 3
when 12 were seen for the last time. (ADC & HGC)
Four rare Philadelphia Vireos, one Apr. 27 at St
Marks N.W.R., and 3 on Apr. 29 on St. George I,
were closely observed by the Axtells.

WARBLERS—Space limitations prevent an
adequate summarization of the spring warblers. Most
reports, especially of the rarer species came from the
Gulf coastal regions. A Black-and-white Warbler at
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Hollywood May 28 (RLP) was the latest for the S
Peninsula. Swainson’s Warblers were at Mullet Key
from Apr. 7-May 5 (WB et al.—the latter date the
latest for the S. Peninsula). Vero Beach, Apr. 17
(HWK), and Miami Apr. 28 (JMK). Worm-eating War-
blers were reported statewide Apr. 8-May 4. Golden-
wingeds were at Mullet Key Apr. 20 & 21 (DG, PJF
et al.), and at D. Tort., May 5 (WBR). Blue-wingeds
were on Mullet Key Apr. 7-29 (JBE, VM et al.), with
10 at Sarasota Apr. 8 (DHM), one at Cedar Key Apr.
9 (JEH), and Sanibel 1., Apr. 15 (FHS et al.). Tennes-
see Warblers were reported along the Gulf from the
Tortugas to St. Marks N.W.R., Apr. 8 (HMS)-May
6, with a high of 28 on St. George 1. Apr. 29. (HHA).
The rare Nashville Warbler was seen at Mullet Key
Apr. 14 & 20 (WB & DG), Hypoluxe I. (PWS) and
D Tort., (LCB) May 5. An atypical Northern Parula
in white plumage with a golden back spot and deep
yellow throat was seenin Jacksonville, Apr. 25 (MCD),
and the latest parula for the Tallahassee Division was
on St. George 1. May 16 (HMS). A Magnolia Warbler
at Winter Haven Apr. 6 (PJF) was the earliest for
the N. Peninsula. A Black-throated Green at Sharpes
May 14 was the latest for the N. Peninsula (ADC).
Several of the latter were at Mullet Key Apr. 28-May
10 (VM), Alligator Pt., Apr. 28, and St. George I.,
Apr. 29 (HHA).

The rare Cerulean was seen throughout April at Mul-
let Key (WB et al.), Sarasota Apr. 8-14 (DHM), D.
Tort., Apr. 8 (RW ez al.), and Gainesville Apr. 9
(JHH). Chestnut-sideds were at Mullet Key Apr. 28-
May 5 (WB et al.) and at St. Marks N.W.R. Apr.
27 & 28 (HHA). The Bay-breasted, usually rare, was
reported at Muller Key Apr. 27-May 10 (GJH, VM
et al.), Sanibel 1., Apr. 16 (FHS et al.), Sarasota Apr.
30 (GCM & DHM), St. Marks N.W.R., Apr. 27-30,
and St. George 1., Apr. 26-29 (HMS & HHA). An
est. 200 Ovenbirds passed through Bear Cut on Key
Biscayne Apr. 28 (JMK). Three N. Waterthrushes on
a small mangrove pond near Miami May 19 were late
(JCO). Up to 3 Kentucky Warblers per day were seen
at Mullet Key Apr. 4-28 (JBE et al.). Others were
seen at Sarasota Apr. 2(EVM), Cedar Key and Gaines-
ville Apr. 9 (JHH & CHC). Connecticut Warblers were
reported from D. Tort., May 7 (LLCB), Mullet Key
May 9 (DG), Greynolds Park Miami May 17 (JMK),
and Key Biscayne May 26 (JBE). The Yellow-breasted
Chat was scarce with only one report, a bird at Mullet
Key Apr. 20 (DG). An unprecedented 4 Wilson’s War-
blers were on Mullet Key Apr. 29 (F.O.S.). A Canada
Warbler, rare anywhere in Florida, was seen at
Daytona Beach May 9 (GC & GSM).

WEAVERS, BLACKBIRDS, THRUSHES—A
lone 3 House Sparrow reached the Tortugas May 4-7
(WBR). Generally Bobolinks were late with only 5-6
in the Lower Keys Apr. 27 (RR) and at Mullet Key
Apr. 27-29, but 2 near St. Marks Light Apr. 15 (JMS)
were early, and flocks of 200 each were at Jacksonville
May 5-9 (MCD) and Payne’s Prairie May 18 (SAN).
A Yellow-headed Blackbird at Winter Haven since
January was last seen Apr. 14 (fide JBE). The cold
front of Apr. 8-10 grounded 100 Orchard Orioles at
Cedar Key (JHH) and an est. 200-300 on Summerland
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and Sugarloaf 1in the Lower Keys Apr 10-13 (MRB
& RR). Seven Stripe-headed Tanagers (Spindalis
zena), including 2 ad. 33 were on Hypoluxo I , Mar
19-May 19 (HPL & PWS) and at least one was still
present May 28 (DG). Blue-gray Tanagers were not
found in their usual Miami nesting location [?-Ed }
May 26, but a singing $ was at Dania May 26-28 (JBE,
WB & DG) where it had been for three weeks following
several months’ absence (fide JBE).

FRINGILLIDS—Rose-breasted Grosbeaks
abounded along the Gulf Coast with birds at Mullet
Key (PJF) and Alligator Pt. (RTT) Apr. 8, the earliest
records for the N. Peninsula and Tallahassee Division,
respectively. A single inland record was of a bird that
struck a window Apr. 29 in Lakeland (JBE). A 3 Black-
headed Grosbheak was closely observed for several
minutes in the company of a Rose-breasted, Northern
Oriole, and Scarlet Tanager on Mullet Key Apr 29
(HWK-—latest for N. Peninsula). Blue Grosbeaks were
reported from Mullet Key Apr. 6-May 9 (DG & WB),
Laurel, Apr. 10 (PWL), Marathon Apr. 10-12 (MC),
Sanibel Apr. 14 (FHS et al.) and D. Tort., May 2-6
(WBR et al.) Indigo Buntings were numerous through-
out the peninsula until mid-May. An est. 100 were
on Summerland Key Apr. 10-13 (MRB & RR) Dick-
cissels were reported from Mullet Key Apr 8-29,
Alligator Pt., and St. Marks Light Apr. 27 & 30 (HNA
& HMS), and up to 10 were on Garden Key May
2-7 (WBR et al.). At least 14 Evening Grosbeaks were
still in Gainesville Apr. 15 (JHH), and one S visited
a feeder in Jacksonville Apr. 30-May 7 (VMM—latest
N. Peninsula), and an unspecified number frequented
a Tallahassee feeder from Apr. 1-May 18 (MBM—
latest Tallahassee Division).

Purple Finches were still in Tallahassee Apr 1-8
(MBM) and Apr. 20 (FHS), and a late Am. Goldfinch
was there May 13 (HMS). Four goldfinches in Rock-
ledge May 14 (ADC) and one still there May 19 (HGC)
are the latest for the N. Peninsula. Rare m spring,
a Henslow’s Sparrow hit the WCTV tower Apr 2
(RLC). In spite of continuing destruction of the marsh
3 33 (Cape Sable) Seaside Sparrows were singing
together near Ochopee May 26 (JBE & PJF), and 28
(WB & DG). The marsh was already dry and dredging
and drainage is expected to complete the extirpation
of the habitat and this endangered population sometime
this year. It is utterly incredible that there seems to
be no power on earth to stop the handful of selfish,
greedy people who insist on exercising their sacred
ownership right to rape the land because they have
an investment in it.

A Dark-eyed Junco was incredibly late in Gaines-
ville May 6 (PF—latest for the state). A Lark Sparrow
on St. George ., Apr. 25 (HHA) and the second spring
record for the Tallahassee Division of the Clay-colored
Sparrow observed Apr. 22 near St. Marks Light (HHA)
were two spring rarities. The Harris’ Sparrow reported
during the winter period was still present at High
Springs through Apr. 27 (JHH—latest N. Pemnsula)
An extremely late White-throated Sparrow in Tallahas-
see May 31 (MBM) was the latest for the state Other
late sparrows were a White-throated in Tallahassee
May 31 (MCM) and a Lincoln’s on D. Tort , May
6 & 7 (WBR er al)
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ONTARIO—WESTERN NEW YORK RE-
GION
/ Clive E. Goodwin and Richard C. Rosche

ONTARIO—The mild March weather which stimu-
lated early migration continued to influence movement
into April, which in turn was a pleasant sunny month.
The third week in particular was delightful, and observ-
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ers almost subconsciously began to expect warblers
and flycatchers, rather than sparrows and kinglets.
They were not altogether disappointed, as a host of
record or near-record early arrival reports indicate. But
the weather was not entirely ideal and a wet, colder
spell at the beginning of the month slowed some move-
ment. May reverted to the pattern of recent springs,
and was both cold and wet. We have had nearly a
decade of cold springs, but they have been far from
uniform either in pattern or effect and this year was
distinctive in the degree to which it seemingly halted
migration. Report after report emphasized the lack of
movement in early May, and the extraordinary migra-
tion at the end of the month.

Perhaps the succession of storm systems to the south
of the Province in the earlier part of May explain the
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delayed movement; events seemed to conspire to hin-
der passage. If the migrants negotiated the storms and
unfavourable conditions to the south they encountered
poor weather in Ontario itself. At Pickering on May
27 strong cold winds off L. Ontario had observers
muffled in parkas, but in sheltered areas birds were
so numerous that literally every step yielded new
individuals (CEG et al.). At Prince Edward Point
(below, P.E. Pt.) the same day ‘‘flycatchers, vireos
and warblers had to be pushed out of the way.’” The
day there yielded an amazing 20 Lincoln’s Sparrows,
and on the night of May 28 at Kingston flight calls
suggested a rate of some 600 birds an hour crossing
within earshot, between |0 p.m. and 2 a.m. (fide
RDW).

The period was not without its casualties. At Long
Point May 23 the lighthouse accounted for 966 birds
of 42 species and the five-day period from May 22
to 26 had a record kill of 1032 birds (L.P.B.0O.). At
Lennox 127 birds were killed on May 28, even with
the stack floodlights off (RDW).

Although the last 10 days of May provided observers
in the south with a memorable spring, there were other
periods when falls occurred, and areas where there
were none. Around April 21 the week-long warm spell
broke, and the next two or three days saw heavy
reverse migration particularly in the area of Pt. Pelee
National Park (below, Pelee) and many grounded birds
(BM, TH). April 30-May 2 and May 9-13 were also
productive. But not everyone was so fortunate. North
of the storm line at North Bay Hazel Petty could report
only the “‘poorest spring in 25 years’’ of summaries;
seemingly the delayed birds spent no time on the ground
once conditions cleared.

With such a complicated weather pattern it is not
surprising that the pattern of arrivals was equally com-
plex. Record early (below shown *) and late arrivals
occurred at the same time, as at Mattice, with Tree
Swallows two weeks early on Apr. 22 * and a Marsh
Hawk arriving about the same time quite late (JHE).
Further south a Marsh Hawk arrived at Pimisi Bay
Mar. 8, where blackbird arrivals showed similar incon-
sistencies: a Red-winged Blackbird Mar. 11* and
Brown-headed Cowbird Mar. 30 (LdeKL), while at
Virginiatown the same species arrived Mar. S and Apr.
6 (PWR). In general earlier migrants were early—at
Kingston 13 species set records but late migrants were 8
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to 10 days late arriving 1n most areas, Pimis1 Bay had 26
May species late, 6 early and 3 on the 30-year mean
(LdeKL). At Long Pt., however, departures were
closer to normal, running 3-5 days late (L.P.B.O.).
Some species set both early and late records: for exam-
ple, Solitary Vireos at Newbury Apr. 22 (WRI)*,
Kingston Apr. 25 (K.F.N.)* and Ancaster Apr. 22
(CW, SW); and again at Long Pt. June 2 (BJ, WC, JO).

LOONS, GREBES—There were few reports of
Com. Loon concentrations: the largest was a group of
60 at Kettle Pt., Apr. 23 (DR, AR), although 63 were
counted in northward migration in 2 hours over Picker-
ing Twp. May 6 (RD). Three Red-throated Loons seen
on L. Ontario off Pickering May 16 (RD) and 6 between
Bronte and Burlington May 5 (AG, JLa, DEP) were
the only numbers of this species seen. The largest con-
centration of Red-necked Grebes was in Mississagi
Strait, with 103 Apr. 21 (CB, IN ez al. and the Lower
Great Lakes could only produce 45 at Hamilton Apr.
8 (MI); this continues recent trends. Inland a bird was
at Waterloo Apr. 7 (CAC, PKB) and a late sighting
at Ottawa May 20 (WEG), and one was also at P.E.
Pt. on Apr. 23 (RDW). Good Horned Grebe counts
were from Pickering Twp., with 166 on Apr. 24 (RD),
and over 300 at Long Pt. Apr. 15 (AD, CEG, JEG).
An unprecedented 7 Eared Grebes were reported: 3
at Strathroy, May 17-22 (WRJ er al.) were the first
for Middlesex Co. and one at Port Stanley, May 13
-25 (MHF) the first for Elgin Co., and the others
were at Niagara May 1 (CEG, JEG), Pelee May 14
-21 (CEG, HHA et al.) and Burlington from Apr.
20 (MJ, AW).

CORMORANTS, HERONS—There were 6
reports of small numbers of Double-crested Cormor-
ants, the most being 20 at Hamilton May 25 (GB, RC),
and 18 at Port Britain May 26 (GBe). Manitoulin I.
1s at the limit of Green Heron range: there was one
there May 20 and two on May 27 (JN, CB, JL). The
season yielded a good assortment of rarer herons, with
the first record of a Little Blue Heron at Ottawa Apr.
22-25 (RHu, BM et al.), a Snowy Egret at Bronte
May 8-11 (m.ob.), and possibly the largest influx
of Cattle Egrets since their first breeding in 1962: there
were many reports from s.w. Ontario (fide JPK) with
highs of 9 at Shrewsbury Apr. 28 (JAG) and 10 at
Pelee May 16-17 (m.ob.); and 8 birds elsewhere,
ranging north to Gore Bay and east to Kingston. Glossy
Ibis appeared in smaller numbers, with 3 at Long Pt.
May 25 (L.P.B.0O.) and another on June 2 (WC, BJ,
JO), and at Whitby May 26 (THa et al.). Early reports
included 6 Green Herons Apr. 17 (WB), and a Black-
crowned Night Heron Apr. 3-7 (BD, JH) both at