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AERIAL MOBBING OF A GYRFALCON BY GLAUCOUS GULLS

On 1-2 June 1990, while camped at a small island in Alexandra Fiord on Ellesmere Island (78°54'N 75°45'W)
near a lowland oasis (B. Freedman and J. Svoboda 1982, Can. Field.-Nat. 96:56-60), I observed a male Gyrfalcon
(Falco rusticolus) quartering back and forth in front of a cliff where the female was nesting. The orographic lift of the
Gyrfalcon was interrupted by a group of three Glaucous Gulls (Larus hyperboreus) on two separate occasions, each
lasting several minutes. During the first encounter, the gulls, which initiated the engagement, acted in unison, each
gull taking turns diving at the Gyrfalcon, while the others circled close by calling loudly. The Gyrfalcon, in an attempt
to fight the gulls, swiveled about, talons extended, occasionally even doing so while completely inverted. After returning
to the nest, the Gyrfalcon ignored the gulls until after 10 min it tried to make a kill of a single passing bird. The
panicked avoidance by the Glaucous Gull consisted of dropping vertically to several meters above the pack ice and
calling loudly. Within a few moments, two gulls arrived and the three dissuaded the Gyrfalcon from hunting. The
falcon then returned to the nest site where it stayed for the next hour of observation, disregarding nearby gulls.

Gyrfalcons commonly take prey in the air (e.g., C.M. White and R.B. Weiden 1966, Condor 68:517-519; S.A.
Bengtson 1971, Ibis 113:468-476) and customarily prey upon seabirds (e.g., G.P. Dementiev and N.N. Gortchakovskaya
1945, Ibis 87:559-565; K.G. Poole and G.A. Boag 1988, Can. /. Zool. 66:334-344) including Glaucous Gulls (C.M.
White and T.J. Cade 1971, Living Bird 10:107-150). Similar mobbing of Gyrfalcons by Common Raven (Corvus corax)
has been noted previously (M.A. Jenkins 1978, Auk 95:122-127). N. Wooden (1980, Raptor Res. 14:97-124) also
observed perched Gyrfalcons struck by passing Arctic Terns (Sterna paradisaea) which, however, never grouped to
drive the raptor away as in the present encounter with the larger Glaucous Gulls. This seemingly paradoxical behavior
of self-endangerment by mobbers may be necessary to “convince” the predator that their threat is real (S.A. Sordahl
1990, Wilson Bull. 102:349-353). The result is that both ravens (Jenkins 1978) and Glaucous Gulls (this study) can
be ignored even when they fly directly beneath or over an occupied Gyrfalcon eyrie.—R.L. France, Department of
Biology, McGill University, 1205 Ave. Dr. Penfield, Montreal, PQ, Canada H3A 1B1.
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AN AGGRESSIVE INTERACTION BETWEEN A NORTHERN GOSHAWK AND A RED-TAILED HAwk

During September 1987, D. Crannell observed an aggressive encounter between a Northern Goshawk (Accipiter
gentilis) and a Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) on the Alsea Ranger District (Township 13 South, Range 09
West) of the Siuslaw National Forest in the Coast Range of western Oregon. An adult Red-tailed Hawk was observed
flying erratically, apparently grappling with another bird. The birds tumbled to the ground a short distance away and
when this location was approached, the Red-tailed Hawk was seen hanging upside down in the talons of a mature
goshawk about 3 m up in a small tree. The pair of birds were about 5 m from the observer. The goshawk dropped
the Red-tailed Hawk, possibly because of the close proximity of a human, and after about 60 sec the Red-tailed Hawk
hopped to an adjacent bush. The two hawks then watched each other for a few seconds, and the Red-tailed Hawk
flew south across a pasture and landed in a tree. Within seconds, the goshawk pursued the redtail, struck it, and both
birds went to the ground. The outcome of this last encounter was not observed.

Vegetation in the area was dominated by second-growth Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii), vine maple (Acer
curcinatum) and red alder (Alnus rubra) growing where recent timber harvest had taken place. This habitat was not
typical of most nesting sites for Northern Goshawks in Oregon, and goshawks are not known to nest in the Coast
Range of Oregon (R.T. Reynolds et al. 1982, /. Wildlife Manage. 46:124-138), although sightings of goshawks are
often recorded there. Red-tailed Hawks do nest in the Coast Range. No vocalizations were heard, so it was not known
if either bird emitted alarm or defensive calls. It is possible that this encounter was an act of predation by the goshawk
on the redtail rather than aggressive territoriality. We do not know if the goshawk consumed any of the redtail.
Encounters between Northern Goshawks and Red-tailed Hawks are of interest because of the possibility that the two
species are being drawn into closer proximity during nesting because of wide-spread alteration of forested habitat due
to timber harvest (D.C. Crocker-Bedford 1990, Wildl. Soc. Bull. 18:262-269). Physically aggressive encounters between



