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INFORMATION FOR CONTRIBUTORS

The Journal of Raptor Research welcomes reports of orig-
mal research, review articles, letters to the editor, thesis
abstracts and book reviews about the biology or conser-
vation of diurnal and nocturnal birds of prey. Membership
in The Raptor Research Foundation, Inc. is not a prereq-
wsite for acceptance of contributions. Reports of research
are subjected to a peer review to determine the suitability
of the contribution for publication by the journal. To be
suitable for publication in the Journal, manuscripts must
significantly enhance our understanding of the biology or
conservation of raptors.

Submit one original and three copies of a manuscript
for consideration. Use one side of 215 by 280 mm (82 x 11
in.) or standard international (212 by 297 mm) white bond
paper with 25 mm (1 in.) margins. Do not single space
any part of the manuscript. Place author’s name and page
number on the top, right-hand portion of every page of
text. Submit all contributions to Josef K. Schmutz, Editor,
The Journal of Raptor Research, Department of Biology,
University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, SK., Canada, STN
OWO.

RESEARCH REPORTS

Each manuscript should contain the following sections.
A cover page should contain a title, the author’s full
name(s) and address(es) of the institution where the re-
search was done. Name and address should be centered
on the page with names above the address. If the current
address is different, indicate this via a footnote. Submit
the current address on a separate page placed after the
literature cited section. A short version of the title, not
exceeding 35 characters, should be provided also. This
will form the running head. If the first author is not also
the corresponding author, or if a temporary address for
correspondence is different, this should be stated also on
this first page. An abstract of about 250 words should
succinctly summarize the essence of all major findings.
The abstract should be sufficiently informative to stand
alone and be useful to abstracting services. The abstract
should be on a separate page.

The main body of the report should: define the question
pursued in the introduction, describe study area and meth-
ods, describe results and observations, interpret data in
Light of the question posed and vis-a-vis pertinent litera-
ture, and acknowledge credit. Literature cited should be
arranged chronologically in the text, using the author’s
last name and year of publication. Separate two or more
citations with a comma. If three or more authors are in-
volved, use “Swainson et al. 1990.” In the literature cited
section, complete citations should be arranged alphabeti-
cally. Authors are to ensure that all citations are listed
and match the original. When unpublished material is
cited, provide initials (e.g., C.L. Bonaparte, pers. comm.)
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Tables should not duplicate material presented in the
text or illustrations. Tables should be typewritten, double
spaced throughout and be assigned consecutive Arabic nu-
merals. Each table should be on a separate page and con-
tain a short but informative heading. Footnotes to tables
should be concise and identified with lower-case letters.

Collect all figure legends on a separate page. Number
figures consecutively in Arabic numerals. Include a key to
symbols directly in the illustration unless the symbols re-
quire a lengthy explanation. Each illustration should be
centered on a single page. The name of the author and
figure number, assigned consecutively using Arabic nu-
merals, should be penciled on the back of each figure.
Illustrations should be no smaller than final size and no
larger than twice final size. The Journal of Raptor Research
is published in a two column format with text 148 mm
(5'%, in.) wide or 72 mm (2!¥%, in.) per column, and 195
mm (7% in.) deep.

Line illustrations (e.g., maps, graphs, drawings) should
be prepared in undiluted India ink and designed for a
subsequent reduction by ! to %. Drawings should be on
heavy weight, smooth finish, drafting paper (vellum) where
possible. Use mechanical lettering devices, pressure trans-
fer letters or calligraphy. Computer generated, dot-matrix
print is acceptable for text if easily readable. For illustra-
tions only a high quality laser printer will suffice. Lettering
should be large enough so that it will be as large as text
type (8-10 point) when reduced. Shading should consist
of lines or dots that do not appear as solid tone when
reduced.

Black and white photographic illustrations may be used
but these require that prior arrangements be made with
the Editor and the Treasurer. Photographs should be glossy
prints of good contrast and sharpness, preferably mounted
on an artist’s mounting board not thicker than 1.5 mm
(%, in.) and submitted in approximately the same size as
they should appear in print. If an illustration is to contain
two or more photographs, these should be mounted to-
gether and abut with no white showing. Pictures should
be identified and structures labeled using transfer letters/
arrows. As with line art, write the author’s name and the
figure number on the back of the photograph.

Authors should cite the scientific and common names
(if used) for all species at first mention in both the abstract
and again in the main body of the manuscript. Names for
birds should follow the A.O.U. Check-list of North Amer-
ican Birds (Sixth ed., 1983) or another authoritative source
for other regions. Subspecific identification should be cited
only when pertinent to the material presented.

Metric units should be used for all measurements. Use
the 24-hour clock (e.g., 0830 H and 2030 H) and “con-
tinental” dating (e.g., 1 January 1990).

Revised copies of accepted manuscripts must be re-
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turned to the editor within 60 days. Manuscripts held
longer will lose their priority and may be treated as new
submissions. The editor should be notified if extenuating
circumstances prevent a timely return of the manuscript.

Proofs, typescript and reprint orders will be sent to the
senior author unless another recipient is indicated. The
author must check proofs carefully against the typescript
and examine illustrations to ensure that none of the press-
on material has been lost accidentally. Proofs must be
forwarded to the Editor within 2 days of receipt. Correc-
tions will be made without charge but revisions done by
authors will be charged $2.50 per line reset.

Thesis abstracts are published by the journal free of
charge. Submit a title, date of publication, author’s name,
institution and abstract.

Letters to the editor are welcome and can include ob-
servations with speculative interpretations, personal view-
points or commentaries on published articles. Book reviews
should include: title; author; date of publication; the num-
ber of pages, tables, figures and appendices; publisher;
cost; and author of review. Announcements of non-com-
mercial raptor news and requests for assistance are also
welcome. Advertisements are published free of charge pro-
vided that a percentage of the proceeds is donated to The
Raptor Research Foundation, Inc.

PuBLICATION COST

To defray some of the considerable expense associated
with publishing the journal, The Raptor Research Foun-
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dation, Inc. expects authors to contribute through insti-
tutional grants available. Authors who are able to pay the
entire publishing cost can have their manuscripts pub-
lished without delay. Authors who are members of the
Foundation but do not have access to institutional grants
or other funds may request that publishing cost be waived
Authors of long manuscripts are especially encouraged to
help defray publishing costs. It is unlikely that articles of
more than 10 printed pages or 18 typewritten pages in-
cluding tables and illustrations can be published without
a significant contribution. Some costs, such as the retyping
of single-spaced material and redrafting of figures, can not
be waived.

Reprint order forms and page costs will be forwarded
to the authors along with the typescript and galley proofs
The Raptor Research Foundation, Inc. will not waive the
cost of reprints requested by authors. Payment for re-
quested reprints must accompany the order form and both
must be sent to the Editor. Authors employed by govern-
ment agencies, universities or firms that will meet reprint
and page charges may forward a statement to the Editor
indicating intent to pay. Upon receipt of such a statement,
reprints will be mailed to the author and the agency will
be billed with the understanding that payment will be
made within 30 days. All checks should be made payable
to The Raptor Research Foundation, Inc. All personal con-
tributions toward publication costs are tax-deductable in
the United States.

Copies of these instructions are available upon request
from the Editor.



