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One additional offspring in the population would increase the genetic potential of the
adult Goshawks.

Prey were abundant in the 1979 nesting season. Food items included the Uinta ground
squirrel (Spermophilus armatus), -Steller’s Jay (Cyanocitta stelleri), and Common Flicker
(Colaptes auratus). Small mammal density was éstimated by the recapture method

" (Smith et al. 1972, Scott et al. 1978), and was 165 animals per hectare in the meadows
surrounding the nest woodlot. If food had been in short supply, there would have been
no fitness gained by raising four undernourished young that would never survive to re-
produce. At the other extreme, there would have been considerable waste of parental
investment by having neglected a chick that could have been adequately fed.
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ANNOUNCEMENT
SPECIAL ISSUE OF RAPTOR RESEARCH DEVOTED TO GOLDEN EAGLES

The Raptor Research Foundation, Inc., will devote the spring issue, 1982, of Raptor
Research to publishing significant new research on golden eagles. Full length manu-
scripts as well as shorter communications are being actively solicited. The deadline for
manuscripts is 1 July 1981. For further information please contact Richard L. Knight,
Washington Eagle Study, Washington Department of Game, 600 N. Capitol Way,
Olympia, WA 98504.
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Figure 1. One-month-old Goshawk chicks. The adult female is in the background.
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Abstract

The Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis) from the Coast Range of northern California and
the Peninsular Range of southern California preys heavily on forest-dwelling mammals,
especially the dusky-footed woodrat (Neotoma fuscipes). Meadows are not regularly
hunted by these owls, despite large numbers of prey there. Indexes of prey biomass di-
versity indicate a relatively narrow prey base for the Spotted Owl in California. The
Screech Owl (Otus asio) is an uncommon but regular prey item of the Spotted Owl;
mobbing by Screech Owls in response to imitated Spotted Owl1 calls is described.
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