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GREENLAND POPULATIONS

by Williston Shor
6614 32nd St., N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20015

A strong fall migration of peregrine falcons (Falco peregrinus) was
discovered at Assateague Island, Maryland in 1939. Banding done
there since that time, taken together with that done clsewhere in
North America and Greenland, now permits conclusions to be drawn
concerning the fall migration route of these birds. The birds are quite
clearly migrants from the Arctic. They have been known since the
early nineteen-forties to winter as far south as Argentina.

The recoveries of birds banded at Assateague Island are listed in
Table 1 together with two others banded on the Atlantic Coast, one
at Cape Hatteras and the other at Key West, Florida. The recoveries
of birds trapped for banding on the Atlantic Coast are plotted as
circles in Figure 1. It is quite evident that the birds do not go inland
in the United States once they have reached the beaches during the
southward migration. If they did so. there almost certainly would be
recoveries inland, as there are of peregrines banded in Wisconsin
during their southward migration.

The recoveries in the West Indies are in line with the east coast of
Florida or farther east—which is compatible with migration down the
cast coast of the United States or at sea.

The recoveries in Central and South America are similar to those
of birds banded in Wisconsin and in the Arctic. They indicate a
migration route which continues from Central America down
through the interior of South America as far as Bolivia, and then to
the Atlantic coast of Uruguay and Argentina.

To the north there are only two recoveries of birds banded at
Assateague Island, and one of a bird captured there but transported
and released. The two recoveries of birds banded at Assateague are
both from the west coast of Greenland. This indication of Greenland
as the possible source of the peregrines banded at Assateague Island
leads to the examination of the recoveries of peregrines banded in
Greenland. There are only two such recoveries outside of Greenland.
These are listed in Table 2 and plotted as triangles on Figure 1. One,
a nestling banded by R. Luff Meredith in 1941 near the southern tip
of the island, was recovered at Cienfuegos, Cuba, on December 2 of
the same year. The recovery location is due south of the east coast of
Florida, and is compatible with migration down the Atlantic Coast.
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The other bird recovered was banded in the nest near Umanak,
tarther north on the west coast of Greenland and close to where the
two peregrines banded at Assateague Island, Maryland. were
recovered in Greenland. This bird was recovered at Windigo River.
Quebec, on October 16 of the same year. Windigo River is roughly
150 miles north of Montreal. This suggests the possibility that the
mugration route is from Greenland south through the interior of
Canada, perhaps the eastern shore of Hudson Bay, and thence to the
Atlantic Coast somewhere in the northern part of the United States.
There is one piece of corroborating evidence that this may be so. A
bird captured at Assateague Island, Marvland, but released just
outside Washington, D. C., was recovered seven years later on the
western shore of James Bay, which is the southward extension of
Hudson Bay. This bird 1s listed in Table 3 with three other birds
transported and released. Unfortunately, we do not know what time
of year this bird was recovered.

There are only two anomalies to be considered. The first is a bird
banded at Cedar Grove, Wisconsin, and recovered the same fall on
the South Carolina coast. The other is a bird banded at Assateague
Island in the fall and recovered in lllinois the following spring. The
South Carolina recovery is the only instance of an Arctic migrant
banded inland in the United States and recovered on the Atlantic
Coast, and the Illinois recovery is the only instance of an Arctic
migrant banded on the Atlantic Coast ending up anywhere in the
interior of the United States. The South Carolina recovery is not
typical of the birds banded in Wisconsin: most of the birds banded in
Wisconsin move south through the states in or adjacent to the
Mississippi Valley as evidenced by band recoveries there. The
recovery in Illinois, however, is of a different sort. It is the only
spring recovery within the United States or Canada north of Key
West, Florida, of a bird banded on the East Coast. It may therefore
indicate an inland route on the northward migration for at least a
portion of the population which migrates southward on the Atlantic
Seaboard beaches. It is known that there is a northward migration
along the beaches as well—this was reported at Block Island, R.I., as
long ago as 19171

Finally, a bird trapped at Assateague Island. released just outside
Washington, D. C., and shot two days later near the border of
Virginia and Tennessee provides a possible indication of the
instinctive direction of travel. This bird travelled in a direction
parallel to the direction of the coastline just south of where she was
trapped. and went about 200 miles in two days.

The available data on the Atlantic Coast migrants are limited, but
they lead to the following tentative conclusions:

(1) The peregrines trapped on Assateague Island are part of a
population which continues its migration southward along or off the
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Atlantic Coast, but not inland, and thence across the Caribbean and
down the interior of South America as far as Uruguay and Argentina.

(2) The source of these birds may well be western Greenland. The
two recoveries of the birds banded in Greenland fall into the same
pattern as those trapped on Assateague Island, and there are, of
course, two recoveries of Assateague birds in Greenland.

(3) The southward migration to the north of the United States
could be in the interior of Canada—perhaps down Hudson
Bay—rather than along the Atlantic Coast. Transit to the Atlantic
Coast could be across Quebec.
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