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LONGEVITY RECORDS OF NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS:
COLUMBIDAE THROUGH PARIDAE

By RoGger B. CLarp, M. KATHLEEN KLIMKIEWICZ, AND
ANTHONY G. FUTCHER

This paper is the second in a four-part series supplementing and
extending an earlier summary by Kennard (Bird-Banding 46:55-73,
1975). It is based on an extensive review of the literature and a detailed
examination of the records in the Bird Banding Laboratory (hereafter
BBL), Laurel], Maryland. A more detailed account of the work done and
of changes in format from Kennard (op. cit.) is given by Clapp et al. (J.
Field Ornithol. 53:81-124, 1982).

We have used 5 years of age as a minimum for inclusion of species
with a considerable number of bandings, but have arbitrarily included
a few records of lesser age for species that have been little studied and
for which there is no previous published information.

Data listed in the table of longevities (Table 2) are presented in the
same format as in the preceding paper in this series except that we do
not use the codes for inexact dates of recovery, because we felt that
these might be confusing to the reader. Such inexact dates of recovery
have been equated to the earliest date that the bird could have been
recovered (e.g., spring = 1 March, cf. Table 1 in Clapp et al., op. cit.).
The estimated minimum age is calculated by assuming a hatching date
of 1 June as was done by Kennard (op. cit.).

The recovery total is for those processed through August 1981. The
banding total is a composite derived from several sources (Clapp et al.,
op. cit.) and is an inexact, but close, approximation of the total number
banded since the inception of bird banding in North America. Reasons
for inclusion of recovery and banding totals were given in Clapp et al.
(op. ct.).

E)l"he codes for age and sex (Table 1) are those used by the BBL. “Year”
in these codes always refers to the calendar year of banding. Many of
the birds listed were banded before some of these codes (e.g., HY, AHY)
came into use and a number of the earlier codes (e.g., N, I) do not have
the same implications as those used currently (e.g., the previously used
N and I for the currently used L and HY); therefore, we have listed
age and sex as they appear on the original banding schedules. An age
or sex listed in parentheses indicates an age or sex not in the original
data that we have added. Such emendations are based either on infor-
mation received subsequent to the original banding or on the present
use of the age codes (U = AHY in January).

One of three symbols is usually given before the common name in
the list of longevities in Table 2. A # indicates that this is the same bird
listed by Kennard (op. cit.). The estimated minimum age for these birds
is the same as in Kennard’s paper. An * denotes a bird of greater age
than that given in the original list and two ** indicate a species not listed
by Kennard. An *# before two entries (Purple Martin and American
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TasLE 1. Codes used in list of longevities of North American birds (Table 2).

Codes for age and sex and their verbal equivalent

A = Adult HY = Hatching year M = Male
AHY = After hatching year I = Immature N = Nestling
ASY = After second year J = Juvenile SY = Second year
F = Female = Local = Unknown
Codes for “How Recovered”
00 = Found dead 28 = Caught by hand
01 = Shot 29 = Sight record; identified by color
03 = Caught due to injury band or marker other than U.S.
04 = Caught by or due to trap or snare Fish and Wildlife Service band
other than used for catching birds 45 = Found dead or injured on highway
09 = Caught by or due to hawks, owls, 52 = Sight record: band read by tele-
or other raptors scope or other means
12 = Caught by or due to cat 89 = Trapped and released by bander
14 = Struck or struck by motor vehicle in different 10-minute block than
16 = Collected as scientific specimen or where originally banded
for scientific study 99 = Trapped and released by bander
20 = Caught due to disease in same 10-minute block where
21 = Caught or found dead in building originally banded

or enclosure

Crow) indicates that these are the same birds as those listed by Kennard,
but are listed with greater ages. These resulted from discrepancies we
discovered while examining the original data. Three entries (Northern
[Yellow-shafted] Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker, and Barn Swallow) that
lack a symbol preceding the English name are replacements for entries
in Kennard that proved to be invalid and are younger than the birds
listed there.

Thirty-seven (40.2%) of the records for the 92 taxa listed in Table 2
represent birds of greater longevity than those listed by Kennard (op.
cit.). Forty-six (50%) are for taxa not listed in the original paper. Six
(6.5%) records represent longevities that have not been exceeded since
the original paper and the remaining three (3.3%) records are for birds
of lesser age than those in the original paper.

We encourage banders to submit records for avian longevities greater
than those listed to the BBL. Copies should be sent to Clapp and
Klimkiewicz. We also solicit data on longevity for species not listed here
that are older than those listed by Kennard (1975) or by Clapp et al.
(op. cit.) and for species 4 years old or older that are not listed by these
sources. This information will be helpful in producing further supple-
ments on the longevity of North American birds.
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Columbidae through Paridae

Longeuity.

o~

]
7
<
16
3
>

00-S

G0-L1

60-8

60-0T

60-GT

80-01

$0-81

00-T1

144

144

194

0L61 “9¥:Sy 8aM

144

194

144

a9

194

199 ‘S8/284-2d

vy ‘bangsawep
cuolleAuasay sbullsey
staeq ‘p

uemayoleyses ©saaads
UO1SNOH S ")

U0 “YABd BUOLIRN 4T U431RU)
Jaudey4 'S '@

7y ‘44e3asbey
epleg "d "y

7Y € Lle3d0d
umoag "7 Qe

¥ ‘Aoayusg
ybneqe|) ‘q ‘3

X1 ‘owe |y “yMN RUuy eues
¥MN esodsely eunbeq

AN ‘slleq usty
uewp|og "H

yJ ‘seutjog
A403RAIDSQQ pALg SBASY QULO4

awes “6Lusoy "M

(00) 87 Aey 61

4-ASY 0/ 994 T¢  0G/t6-€/01
uemayojeyses suaads MN WY £°TT
(10) ¢L unp 02

-N /9 unf €2 9¥818-1¢S
awes

(66) 69 AON €1

n-1 25 6ny v 00598-€0§

7y €A8ALID LYM

(10) 6L JeW 82

4-ASY 2L dds G 28/0/-€L01
aues

(66) 6/ 4BW 0F

N-ASY 0L UeP 62  1G0T2-€G11
awes

(02) 8t JeW 81

n-1  2¢ unp y¢ G1.68c¢Y

awes ‘AAON 0 "4

(66) 0/ 994 ¢

n-y 09 J4ey 9 6576/-£29
oues

(12) 18 320

n-n €9 dos 1z £928¢-€9/
awes

(66) 9/ unp /2

W-¥ 99 (NP S 91065-£28

(8v1-§

CLle33nu edtyg
a1dbey Pal1LG-MO| |2 Axx

(625¢11-582)
edtd eoly
atdbep pafLLg-30® | gxx

eueLqun [0 ebeajtony

ADNORUDINN S, MR )4

(99¥5-56)

sneydaooueAd SnuLyaouldy

Kep UVOAULdyxx

(1201-LE)

PULJBWRAT [N 2WOD0 [aydy

Aep

(uedixal) paIsesauq-Aedny

_(6¥S°11-919)

SUSDS8 | N4200 ewod0|aydy

Kep gnudSy

(0551-85
SEOUA XeUd000URA)

Aep usaup,

(699 1¥-052°22)
©1P1SLA0 B3 Lo0URK)
Kep an|gx

1491215 e33loouely
Kep 5,431 [235x

(panuljuod) -z d|qe]




J- Field Ornithol.
Spring 1983

R. B. Clapp et al.

134]

60-L

10-01

11-0T

§0-21

90-¢1

v0-€1

90-t1

01-¢1

L0-¥1

198 “S9/2¥-2d

144

GL6T “291:9 dM

18d “I0-3d

149

199

198

149

1ad

184
2v61 ‘ZTT:€T 49
8661 ‘€62:¢ NAg

yJ ‘seut|og
A403RAU3SqQ pALY S8hay JuLod

1) “eady LS ulejunolp JaAeag
uoxtq 7 N

PN “JBwly
SuLyusr "H "M

HN ‘P404pog
pdeuudy ‘H p

XL ands
yoequiey "y "3

©L1]00S BAON ‘3L LAJ1OM
LLSMPLOD “X "D

Y1 “pue|SI AUdAY
Auusy | 1o "y *3

BLQUN|0) YSLILdg ‘ueoung
EXCIE RS

g0} LUBK 0330
wioy ‘7 °y

N=-(AHY)

aues

(o1) LL AW T1

N-AH 69 bny ¢ G290T-61T
awes

(62) vL Lhe 9

W-Y  G9 Aew €1 61872-901
auwes

(66) L9 KeW 92

n-y /G AeW 1¢ v18€5-22
aues

(66) 89 AON 6

n-n 9§ 390 21 12129-62

XL ¢butads b1g
(10) €% 290 ¥1
n-n 1€ AON €1 600,794

©1300S RAON “40QUBH B3BDI0APY
(00) 6/ 190 6
n-y 29 994G /660b-LE9

¥ €933943uEap

(+0) G¢ 23q

22 Je 1€ 1€£201
auwes

(10) Gy udy G

-y g€ uep /¢ 292905Y

QS ‘ueuuayg
(10) 8e uep €1
n-y vz 4dy 91 g€el112

(£99v-58)

SU”dSafNu m:Lm&
89PRYDLY) PONOBG-INUISBYDxx

(1v£°91-2¥1)
L{oqueb snuaey
99PRYD 1Y) ULRIUNOHy

(688°6E-70¥1)
SLSUDULL0J®) Snueyg

23pRY21Y) RUL|O4RDY

(£80°12€-G/2°¥1)
sn||Ldedtale sndeq
a3apexdLy) padded-)oe|g#

(v2e1-811)

snona|[03dA4d snAu0)
uaney

(paxo8u-31Lym) uenyenyLydy

(£0£9-L8Y)

Xe40D SNAUOY)
USARY UOUWIO) xx

(59£-95)
SnbeJ} LSS0 SNAAOY)

MOUD YStdx

(885-2¥)

SNULANED SNAL0)
MOA) UAD}SIMYTAONyx

(26£°61-0891)
SOUDUAYAAYdRAG SNAUO)
MOA) URD LUBWY#y

(PanuL3u0d) ‘gz 3|qey



‘uoL3ed0| awes ayl 1e 6961 das 62 pue 6961 Bny 01
uo papueq (€9 40 €29 €19252-2€9) SP4LQ 334yl jJO 3UO 3q 03 p3ULL4SLSP pue ydeabojoyd wous peas A||etided daquny (p)

[135

+/7 Bny G paanidesad uaym paxas pue patiliuspl Sem Ing palgbuiuuny paiyLiuspiun, ue se papueq £ leutbLao sem gGeHTX (€)

-sa1oads Y10q Ipn(dul MO
_yD9949G UJ31S0] 404 S[BI01 BYl ‘9BUBA UMOUY SIL UO PISEQ U8IIR| Y 404 SI[LY 199 B UL PA0dd4 A1LA3Buo| pLieA
©® pUNOj ABY 1NG S|M0-YdIDUOS UJD1SIM A[[BN3OR BudM S|M)-YD34IS UIIISEI Se popueq SpAtqap Jo Auew Moy Moux 30u Op M (Z)

*(423UB) yd4eaSAY S4LLPLLM) JYM Pue (B34 JUIWBERURW BJLLPLLM) VWM ‘ (49PURG PALG UIDISIM) 9EM ©(SPALE U43IS3M) GM
<(aBnyoy 84L(PLLM LBUOLIRN) YMN *(42PURG P4ig UBDLIBWY YIJON) BAYN  (A403AUBSGQ P4Lg JUL0d 6uU0T) 0gdT “(SO3ION butpuey
parg) Ngg ¢ (Buipueg-palg) gg a4e 8sayl "32eds 9AUISUOD 0} SUOLIBLASIGER |243A3S pasn oS|e 8N -UWRISAS Jlajaw Sy}

07 PalJoAUDD U3DG dAeYy 3SaYl “elep |euibiuo ayy ul ysi|bujz ul S49M 31qe} Sly3 ut uaatb aduelsip o sjuawaunsesw ||y (1)

X1 ‘UOLSSLW awes ‘AAON "0 "4 (269-4)
fjded 93e1S Spuedy OLY uasjudg (66) /9 Jel 9 *dss 40[00Lg SsnJed
60-v 199 493SL|10] Y n-vy €9 921 0¢ ¥S0¥1-501 asnowlt]

Columbidae through Paridae

(P9153U2490 1) POHIN Lxx

&5
2 aues (£2£°18-09bY)
o YA CSMON JJ0dMaN (£0) y/ das 01 *dss 40[001q Shueqd
2 €0-€1 194 L[RY23LW °S N-(AHY) 29 4dy 61 11/201-2€ @snowjl] (u4a3sed) palynly
aues ___ (e61p-g52)
199 YD) ©ewouos (66) $9 unp ¢ SnJeuJdouLl Snaey
00-8 G961 ‘Z€:0t daM uassuwoyl ‘W ¥ n-(n) 95 bny 9z L¥95.-1G asnowl L] ULP|dxx
swes pJojjods "H S (801-1)
1ad ZY °1e340d (66) ¥L uep €1 LU3Qam| | OM snJeq
[0-9 /6T “0b:Z 99UN 493SL1 103 Y N=-AHY 89 bny ¢ 18168-911 asnowll] paLPLligxx

o~
S
Z
<
'
>

(panutjuod) g 9|qe]




J. Field Ornithol.
Spring 1983

R. B. Clapp et al.

136]

‘suoijejtuin|

adeds 40 9sNEDIY SBIRIS PIILUN BYI 4O SIILIS U0 PISN UIIG IARY SUOLIRLADUGQR DOLAUBS [PISO4 *S'N 43213[-2 BY]
‘e3ep bulpueq edL3udpL PeY SPALG 430q 9SNeIDq SS[ LY Tgg BY} OUL PaUIud

SeM £Z1T12 42qunN “f 40 £ 48Y3ld 3q 01 199 3yl Aq paulumalsp sem 3ng a(qLBa| [t sem pueq SLy3 3o 3L6Lp 3se| ayl
*6/6T J42QUBI3Q UL SI[LJ 799 Syl WOJ44 PIACURA SBM pue Jaqunu

48%03dpooM AdLley peadsiw B 39 03 punoy sem ([1/6T] TIZ:vE SMON vg83 40 “G/6T) PJruudy Aq po3sL| “$G5GT1-£9 pdlg

*$3109dS SLY3 404 AUSA0I3J pue

butpueq 404 saunbLy a3enbope ou aAL6 ued amM sny] TL|[Led} XeuopLdwi Se papueq dJ4aM Suayd3edA|4 J8p|ly 8y} 40 2SO
*PA0IAL UDL|URD

9yl papJedsLp dAeY 8M ‘Ajusnbasuo) -dedj 300S B UL PUNO UOID[IYS B UO A[|BNIOR SeM Ing ,PeSP punNo4, Se Papod
us3q pey 3L 3eyl punoy M gg Yl B PJU0daJ SLY) pauluexd oM udym " (€L61 ‘£2:9€ ¥493 febeT ‘PLiET 99 6E6T ‘E€1:/1

43| q4BM BULG-AOB[) S|BUINOL [eUdAdS UL PaISL| pue 108067 Papueq A||eulbiio sem (G/6T) P4eUUdY AQ PaISL| p4lq ay] (5)

(panutjuod) gz a|ge}



Vol. 54, No. 2 Longevity: Columbidae through Paridae [187

individuals are listed in Table 2; we thank them and all others for their
help. Kelly Bryan, David DeSante, Charles A. Ely, John J. Flores, David
W. Johnston, Chandler S. Robbins, and Bruce Sorrie were particularly
helpful in supplying data for this part of the supplement.

Personnel of the Bird Banding Laboratory, Office of Migratory Bird
Management and the Marine Bird Project, Denver Wildlife Research
Center, aided us in locating and verifying longevity records at the BBL.
Among these many individuals, we particularly thank Nancy G. Mullis,
whose incomparable knowledge of the recovery files saved us many hours
of work; George M. Jonkel, Chief, BBL, for his assistance and encour-
agement, and Donald E. Wilson, Chief, Museum Section, for permitting
the senior author to travel to Patuxent to work on this project. Lyda
Eubank kindly typed Table 2 for final publication.

Museum Section, Denver Wildlife Research Center, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, National Museum of Natural History, Washington, D.C. 20560 (R.B.C.);
Bird Banding Laboratory, Office of Migratory Bird Management, Patuxent
Wildlife Research Center, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Laurel, Maryland
20708 (M.K.K.); Biology Department, Columbia Union College, Takoma Park,
Maryland 20912 (A.G.F.). Received 20 Dec. 1982; accepted 22 Mar. 1983.



