
RECOVERIES AND FOREIGN RETRAPS OF 

BIRDS BANDED AT ISLAND BEACH, N.J. 

BY MRs. ROGER W. FoY 

INTRODUCTION 

This paper is a comprehensive 16-year chronology of birds banded 
at Island Beach State Park, Island Beach, New Jersey, i July 
1956 through August 1972 (excluding waterfowl and Mourning 
Doves) and recovered or retrapped outside of the block of Island 
Beach (395-0740). 

The Atlantic seaboard from Canada southward is fringed with 
peninsulas and some barrier reefs. It seems apparent that as the 
various birds reach tide line on their fall migration, they are con- 
fined to the coastal belt because the land falls away eastward. 
Each tapered finger of these peninsulas and barrier reefs consti- 
tutes a funnel along which the birds concentrate, especially near 
the southern extremity of each of these points of land. Netting the 
hosts of migrants at these fortunately situated spots has been 
practiced as far back as 1951. In 1959 the efforts of a number of 
the banders at some of these spots were coordinated, common 
purposes defined, and common procedures fixed. The name "Opera- 
tion Recovery" was adopted for this cooperative project. 

Banding was first accomplished on an organized basis in the 
fall of 1956 at Island Beach Bird Banding Station (Ocean County), 
New Jersey. In 1968 the program was expanded to include a 
Spring "Operation Recovery" type of banding. 

METHODS AND DESCRIPTION OF AREA 

Island Beach State Park is a narrow strip of coastline, purchased 
by the State of New Jersey in 1953 from the Phipps Estate. It 
constitutes the southern 10 miles of a barrier beach, extending from 
Seaside Park in Ocean County to Barnegat Inlet. The peninsula 
is, for the most part, less than • mile wide, bounded by the Atlantic 
Ocean on the east and Barnegat Bay on the west. Except for the 
sand dunes at the ocean edge, it is level and the nature of the 
terrain and of the flora here makes it particularly adaptable to 
netting. The east portion of the Park is principally beach and 
sand dunes with some cover near the paved road which bisects 
the strip from the north end to within one mile of the Inlet. The 
west side of the road is almost entirely covered with natural vegeta- 
tion, which in turn covers most of the 2,300 Park acres. Net lanes 
are located on the west side in shrub-thickets that include: wild 

cherry, bayberry, catbrier, oaks, holly, poison ivy, red cedar, 
Hudsonia and pitch pine with lesser amounts of blueberry, sumac, 
Virginia creeper, and various herbs. Inasmuch as the shrubs and 
bushes into which the birds drop to feed rarely exceed 4 to 12 feet 
in height (except in a few places where they reach perhaps 20 feet), 
it is clear that once the birds are down, they are unlikely to pass 
over the nets as they move along their course. 
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Extending from the road on both sides are paths used by fisher- 
men to get to their boats and bait on the bay side and to the beach 
on the ocean side. The bay side is generally sandy but there are 
swampy areas, and in some instances, large salt marshes as the 
bay is approached. These fishermen's lanes proved to be ideal 
net locations, sometimes 5 to 10 feet wide and running east-west 
across the peninsula. The area has long been recognized as ideal 
feeding and resting area for migrating birds, warblers in particular, 
especially in the fall. 

In this paper a computer "print-out" from the Bird Banding 
Laboratory with birds banded at Island Beach and recovered 
or retrapped elsewhere was utilized, as was Bruce Adams' 14-year 
summary sheet (also computerized), together with the spring 
total sheets from the station itself. In eases where the city could 
not be ascertained the 10-minute block concept was utilized. The 
material is arranged by species. Many records are being published 
here for the first time, others have appeared elsewhere in print. 
This listing is as nearly correct as can be ascertained between the 
computer print-out, my communications with the banders and 
my own visit to the Bird Banding Laboratory at Laurel, Maryland 
to confirm the dubious records. I would greatly appreciate a 
written communication noting any obvious discrepancies. 

a•SULTS Am) •)•SCUSS•O• 

Spring: 1968 through 1972 
Total banded: 14,424. Recoveries and Foreign retraps: 18 in 
seven states and four Canadian Provinces. Recovery and Foreign 
Retrap percentage rate: 0.131%. 
THE TEN MOST COMMON SPECIES BANDED WERE: 

Number Number Percent 
banded recovered recovered 

Common Yellowthroat 3,261 3 0.091 

Gray Catbird 1,528 5 0. 327 

Magnolia Warbler 843 0 0 
American Redstart 675 0 0 

Black-and-white Warbler 664 2 0. 300 

White-throated Sparrow 561 0 0 
Parula Warbler 537 0 0 

Blackpoll Warbler 495 0 0 
Ovenbird 466 1 0. 214 

Yellow Warbler 349 1 0. 286 

Fall: 1956 through 1972 
Total banded: 237,502. Recoveries and foreign retraps: 248 in 21 
states, Atlantic Ocean, 11 countries and 5 Canadian Provinces. 
Recovery and Foreign retrap percentage rate: 0.104%. 
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THE TEN MOST COMMON SPECIES BANDED WERE' 

Number Number Percent 
banded recovered recovered 

White-throated Sparrow 25,000 15 0. 060 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco 24,945 22 0. 088 

Gray Catbird 16,051 35 0. 218 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 13,157 4 0. 030 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler 12,249 7 0. 057 
Ameri can Redstart 12,220 5 0. 040 

Brown Creeper 12,089 6 0. 049 
Common Yellowthroat 10,297 9 0. 087 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 8,352 2 0. 023 
Song Sparrow 7,261 12 0.165 

TOTALS FOR SPRING AND FALL 1956 - 1972 

Total birds banded during this time: 251, 926 with 265 recovered 
or retrapped in 21 states, Atlantic Ocean, 10 countries and 5 
Canadian Provinces. Recovery and foreign retrap rate: 0.105%. 
Total species banded during this time: 195. Species recovered or 
retrapped were 68. There were 82 birds banded elsewhere at other 
stations and recaptured at Island Beach during this period. 

TEN MOST COMMON SPECIES BANDED WERE' 

Percent 
Total Recovered recovered 

White-throated Sparrow 25,561 15 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco 24,950 22 
Gray Catbird 17,579 40 
Common Yellowthroat 13,558 12 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 13,176 4 

American Redstart 12,895 5 

YeLow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler 12,511 7 
Brown Creeper 12,118 6 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 8,627 2 
Song Sparrow 7,379 12 

0. 058 

0.088 

0 227 

0 088 

0 030 

0 038 

0 055 

0 O49 

0 023 

0.162 

Island Beach Banding Station holds the record for an Operation 
Recovery station with the greatest number of birds banded in one 
year. This was in 1963 when 31,676 of 157 species were banded 
between i August and 27 October, with 34 birds of 21 species sub- 
sequently recovered or retrapped. The "big" day was 13 October 
when 3,337 were banded with 8 birds of 4 species recovered or 
retrapped. 
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The most distant recovery was a Scmipalmatcd Sandpiper banded 
by Bruce Adams on 09-02-63. This bird was recovered at Igarapa 
Das Armas (at the mouth of the Amazon River) on 04-18-64. 
This is a distance of approximately 3,800 miles. 
Out of 35 banded, 12(34%) of the fall banded Gray Catbirds were 
recovered/retrapped in Florida. 
DIRECT rs. INDIRECT RECOVERIES 

Direct Recovery as defined by the Bird Banding Manual: A banded 
bird killed or found dead before, during or immediately following 
the first period of migratory movement following banding and 
before return migration would likely have occurred. 
Indirect Recovery as defined by the Bird Banding Manual: A banded 
bird killed or found dead during or after its second migratory 
season following banding. For example, a bird banded in July and 
recovered the next January would be a direct recovery. One banded 
in July and recovered 15 months later in October would be an 
indirect recovery. 
Of 186 birds sampled there were 103 direct recoveries or 55.3%; 
indirect recoveries were 83 birds or 44.7%. 

CATS: Where cats were knowre to be directly responsible for a bird's 
death of the 186 found dead or killed, 20 (10.7%) were killed by 
eats. 

SUMMARY 

The objective of this paper is to describe topography and opera- 
tion of one of the few remaining barrier beach banding stations on 
the cast coast directly adjacent to the ocean. This station is still 
in operation after a period of 20 years and constitutes a major 
link in the coastal chain. Also presented arc data of recovered/ 
rctrapped birds from a large sampling (approximately one quarter 
million) from this coastal station. These data have been set down 
and researched as accurately as possible. Hopefully, some of this 
material and/or computed percentages can be used by other 
researchers. It is interesting to note, even though the numbers of 
fall banded birds was quite different from spring birds banded, 
the percentage retrap figures wcrc similar. 
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APPENDIX 

I have included the following: species, band numbers, age and sex, date 
banded, date recovered, location recovered, approximate miles and direction 
from Island Beach, present condition and how obtained code and bandcr's name 
code. Also used are: Hatching Year = HY; After Hatching Year = AHY; 
Male = M; Female = F; Unknown = U. 

Present Condition Code 

PC00 - Bird condition unknown, band status unknown 
PC06 - Bird alive and released, band status unknown 
PC07 - Bird alive & released, band left on bird 
PC08 - Bird alive & released, band removed 
PC10 - Bird alive in captivity, band left on bird 

How obtained Code 

00 - Found dead 
01 - Shot 
03 - Caught due to injury 
04 - Caught in trap - not banding 
11 - Khled by dog 
12 - Killed by cat 
13 - Killed by flying into object 
14 - Killed by auto 
21 - Caught or found dead in building 
28 - Caught by hand 
45 - Found dead on highway 
50 - Skeleton found 
97 - Found dead on ship at sea 
89 - Trapped and released in different 10-minute block 

Bander' s Abbreviations 

BA - B. Adams 
DB - D. Bordner 

EB - E. Berger 
MOB - Mrs. O'Brien 
WB - W. Bigger 
DC - D. Corkran 
ED - E. Dickerson 
FFJ - F. Frazier, Jr. 
FFS - F. Frazier, Sr. 
GG - G. Goldbeck 
HG - H. Gorman 
JG - J. Given 
WBG - W. B. Gette 
PH - P. Hamer 
EI - E. Ilgenfritz 
BMJ -B. Murray, Jr. 
JJ - J. Jehi 
JL - J. Logan 
ML - M. Logue 
BM - B. Matlack 

FM - F. Mears 
JM - J. Miller 
PGM - P. G. Murton 
t•M - t•. Margerum 
CN - C. Neel 
FN - F. Neumann 
KP - K. Price 
KWP - K. W. Prescott 
WP - W. Pepper 
JR - J. Richardson 
AS - A. Sehnitzer 
GS - G. Smith 
JS - J. Swinebroad 
JCS- J. C. Sehmid 
TS - T. Smith 
MT - Mrs. Townsend 
DW - Dr. Wilkins 
JW - J. Weske 
MW - M. Warburton 
RY - R. Yuniek 
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