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In 1968, I was amazed to trap a Black-cappedChickadee (Parus
atricapillus) I had banded more than 12 years previously. I tried
to find in the literature longevity records for wild North American
birds, and found this to be exceedinglydifficult.
Gcoffry Gill publisheda list in EBBA News (8(10):2, 1945), and
this was followed by a "final list" in 1946 (9(3):3-4). In 1963
EBBA News (26:224-225) F. P. Frazier summarized 36 species
previously publishedin The Ri•g, and Charles H. Blake estimated
the extreme age of birds by families (26:223-224). Dr. Rydzewski,
editor of The Ring, published a list of longevity recordsof birds of
the world (Ring, $$:147-152, 1962), followed in 1963 (34:177-181)
by a list of North American records. Recently in 1973, but not
distributed until mid-1974, Dr. Rydzcwski publishedin The Ring
(77:91-96) his latest list on longevity of North American birds.
These have been included
obtained.

with

additional

data when it could be

Bird-Banding, EBBA News, Inland Bird-Banding News, Western
Bird Bander, Auk, and Wilson Bulletin, which occasionallypublish
such records, were searchedfor the last 20 years. Countless other
publications occasionallycarry reports of records, so some must
have been missed.

In the spring of 1972 I published requests for additional data
in Bird-Banding and EBBA News, and later in Inland Bird-Banding
News, WesternBird Bander, and Ontario Bird Bandi•g Newsletter.
We made a preliminary report at the November 1972 meeting of
NEBBA, and asked for further data.
In February, 1973 Harvey Farber, co-editor,publishedin EBBA
News (36:26) "Who Sez I am not Old Enough," an article listing
100 species.He used the same 1945 and 1946 EBBA lists, adding
data from members of EBBA, the most important of which were
the records of Powdermill Nature Reserve, furnished by Dr. Mary
Clench, and requestedthat anyone who could beat these records
send data to him. Following correspondence,
becauseof my prior
request for the similar data in the same publication, Mr. Farber
graciously offered full cooperation, and forwarded to me all data
received

as a result

of his article.

Tho late E. Alexander Bergstrom'respondedwith enthusiasm,
and sent me an extensive unpublished file on the subject that he
had been working on since the early 1950's, and many others contributed

additional

records.

The staff of the Bird Banding Laboratory has been most cooperative and helpful. They furnished valuable data on shore
birds to Mr. LeRoy Wilcox, who forwardeda summary to me, and
they furnished me with data on raptors and many other species.
We had hoped that the computer could give us more complete
data on game birds, but this had not yet been possible. My list is
obviously inadequate in this area.
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I hope to include more complete data on game birds, as well as
the corrections and additions that I feel sure will be pointed out.
to me after publication of this list, in a later supplementary list.
The following table is a summary of my compiled data on longevity in wild North American birds. The speciesare listed in
order according to the 1957 edition of the AOU Check-list.
I have included, wherever possible, the following data: band
number, date, age, sex, who and where banded; date, how, who
and where of last recovery; reference and estimated minimal age
(EMA). I have used codesaccordingto the Bird Banding Manual,
and abbreviations

as listed below:

Dates are accordingto BBM code: Month, Day, Year; x = unknown.

Age: HY = Hatching Year, SY = SecondYear, AHY = After
Hatching Year, ASY = After Second Year, A4Y = After
Fourth Year, etc.
Sex: M = Male, F = Female, U = Unknown
How Recovered'
00
01

= Found
= Shot

01'=
03 =
04 =
09 =

Dead

26 = Caught in fishing gear
29 = Sight record-colorband

Killed by man
Caught due to injury
Caught in trap
Caught by hawk or owl

13 = Struck stationary object
14 = Struck motor vehicle

15 = Caught due to weather
16 = Collected

33
45
52
54
89

= Caught in nest
= Dead on highway
= Band read by telescope
= Struck radio or TV tower
= Trapped and released

(different 10-rain block)
98 = Band No. only--no
information

as scientific

specimen
20 = Caught due to disease

99 = Trapped and released
(same 10-rain block)
99* = Trapped and released
(place not specified)

References:
Auk
BB
BBL
EBBA
IBB
WBB
PC

=
=
=
=
=
=
=

Auk

Bird-Banding
Bird Banding Laboratory
EBBA News
IBBA
News
Western Bird Bander
Personal communication

to

AB = E. Alexander Bergstrom
HF
JK

-- Howard Farbcr
= John H. Kennard

LW = LeRoy Wilcox

EMA: I have arbitrarily chosento give all birds a hatching date
in June, except those banded as hatching year birds before that
month. I realize that this is not entirely accurate, but feel it will
give a more valid comparisonthan to considera bird one year old
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on 1 Janu&ry. Thus a bird bandedin one year, and recoveredover
10 years later in February, would be consideredto be 10 years and
eight months old, xvhetherbanded as a nestling in June, or as a
juvenile in December, and EMA recorded as 10-08.
Because even hummingbirds apparently have a life span of at
least five years, I have not included records of birds less than four
years old.

A complete list of acknowledgmentsis obviously not practical
at this time

because it would

have to include

all those whose

records are marked "PC" for personal communication on the list,
plus the many others whose records have been sent to me but did
not qualify for the list.

Special thanks are due to the late E. Alexander Bergstrom,
without whosehelp the projectwouldneverhave got off the ground;
to Fred Schaeffer and Harvey Farber of EBBA News for their
cooperation, and their files on the subject; to the editors of the

regional publications;to Dr. Mary Clench, of Carnegie Museum
for the files from Powdermill and other helpful suggestionsand
criticisms;to the staff of Manomet Bird Observatory for their
cooperation;to LeRoy Wilcox for his file on shorebirds;to Deborah
Howard, Charles Blake, and other officers of NEBBA for their
support; to Dr. W. Rydzewski, editor of The Ring for copies of

his data; to GeorgeJonkel and his staff at the Bird Banding Laboratory for their help, and especiallyto Chandler S. Robbins for
editing, criticism,and help in preparingthis paper; to our editor
Dr. David W. Johnston; and lastly to my wife for her patience,
help and encouragement.
The list itself is perhaps incomplete and will rapidly become
obsolete. Therefore, anyone able to furnish correctionsor additions
should pleasesend complete data to me.
Box 150 - Rt 5, Bedford, New Hampshire 03102. Received 8 December 1973, accepted 16 December 1974.
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