
134] General 5'ot es Bird-Banding April 

Technique for Recording Field Data in the Rain.--Most field research- 
ers have probably often or at least occasionally had to record field data during a 
rainfall. This is usually difficult or at least unpleasant when no shelter is available. 
The following simple method of recording data in the rain has proved successful. 
The researcher simply places his notebook or clip-board inside a transparent 
polyethylene bag; then, with his writing-hand and pencil or India ink pen placed 
inside the bag, he proceeds to record the data watching what he is writing through 
the water-proof, transparent side of the bag. The size of the bag depends on the 
size of the notebook and how much space is required for writing and manipulating 
the paper.--Spencer G. Sealy, Department of Zoology, University of British 
Columbia, Vancouver, B.C., Canada. 

Bill Deformity in a Brown Thrasher.--While participating in Island 
Beach (New Jersey) Operation Recovery 24 September 1967, I netted an unusual 
Brown Thrasher (Toscostoma rufum). The upper mandible was decurved so 
strongly on the right side of the lower mandible that its tip pointed toward the 
right wing. Its entire appearance and behavior was that of a healthy bird. It 
protested handling and flew away strongly when released. It. was banded 722- 
56804 and recorded HY-U. 

Thus, the Brown Thrasher should be added to the six species listed by Ray- 
mond McNeil (Bird-Banding, 38: 324-25) as having bill deformities: 

American Bib;tern (Botaurus lenti9inosus) 
Willet (Catoptrophorus sernipalmatus) 
Redshank (Totanus calidris) 
Robin ( Turdus migratorius) 
Red-winged Blackbird ( Agelaius phoeniceus) 
Black-throated Blue XYarbler (Dendrica caerulescens) 

Kenneth W. Prescott, New Jersey State Museum, Trenton, New Jersey 08625. 
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