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RECOVERIES OF BIRDS BANDED BY ENCEPHALITIS 

FIELD STATION, 1957-19651 

By K. S. Anderson, E. J. Randall, A. J. Main, and R. J. Tonn a 

Bird recoveries add greatly to knoxvledge of bird distribution 
and migration. They also help contribute to the understanding of 
the role birds might have as transport hosts of certain arboviruses. 
Many of the problems faced in the study of the epidemiology of 
Eastern, Western and St. Louis Encephalitis perhaps could be 
solved if more were known of the northward, southward and reverse 
migrations of birds. 

•This study was •uppol'ted in part by the Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health and by Contract No. PH 108-64-37 of the Communicable Disease 
Center, United States Public Health Service with the Massachusetts Health 
Research Institute. 

=Encephalitis Field Station, Lakeville Hospital, Middleboro, Massachusetts. 
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Since 1957 the Encephalitis Field Station has been capturing 
and banding birds in Southeastern Massachusetts as part of its 
study of natural history of Arbovirses. During this time, approx- 
imately 10,000 birds have been banded and 41 of this number have 
been recovered away from the iminediate banding sites. 

Table I represents the history of these 41 recoveries. The most 
distant recovery and our only inter-continental recovery is a Broad- 
winged hawk banded in Raynham, Massachusetts and recovered 
near Trujillo, Venezuela, a distance of approxinmtely 2400 miles 
from our banding site. The bird was collected 1340 days after 
banding. 

Actual travel time is subject to speculation. Our fastest recovery 
of a migrant was a Rufous-sided Towhee banded 2 October 1962 
in Raynham and found dead on Long Island approximately 160 
nfiles sout. heast about 10 days later. Unfortunately the exact 
date of death was not reported to the banding office. 

Reverse migration probably occurs when a bird in migration is 
caught up in a strong flow of air and over-shoots its "target". 
When this occurs, it nmy return (fly back) to its ancestral breeding 
area. A Catbird banded on 25 May 1962 in Raynham might be 
an example, as it was recovered 19 July 1962 in Millbrook, New 
Jersey. This is very early in the summer for an adult to leave the 
breeding grounds to nilgrate South. 

A second possible example of over-shooting the breeding area 
may have been a Song Sparrow banded 11 August 1959. It was 
classified an immature bird and presunmbly a local resident. On 
31 March 1960, during spring nfigration, this bird was killed by a 
car in York, Maine, a distance of 80 miles north of the banding 
site in East Middleboro, Massachusetts. 

Anderson (1965) reported two cases of East-West migration from 
Evening Grosbeaks. Both birds were banded the same day and 
recovered three days apart in Michigan and Wisconsin. Of interest 
is that 33 per cen[ of our recoveries were Evening Grosbeaks. 
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