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lasting not longer than a month.
(d) Flock size varied enormously but averaged less than 25

birds.

(e) The time of exodus from the Valley varied between the last
week of April and middle of May with rapid migration
northward.

(f) A number of still unanswered questions regarding this species
need further investigation. These include locations of roost-
ing sites, and the extent to which native wild foods supple-
ment the sunflower seeds eaten almost exclusively at feeding
stations.

(g) Cooperative surveys of a single species can produce results
provided the bird is easily identifiable and reporting is con-
sistently carried out in the period of the study. A central-
ized control of the distinctive marks used is also a necessity.

Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary, Easthampton R.D., Mass., and 159 Elm St.,
Northampton, Mass.

MORE EVENING GROSBEAK NOTES FROM HARTFORD,
CONNECTICUT

By G. Hapcoop PARrks

Little did we realize what the next few winters held in store for us
when, one morning in early February, 1942, two female Evening Gros-
beaks (Hesperiphona vespertina vespertina Cooper) were seen eating
sunflower seeds at one of our back-yard feeders. These were the first
of this species ever to visit us. Little did we realize that, when we
trapped them both on the 8th day of that February and marked them
with government bands 41-211434 and 41-211435, we had begun a study
which was to result in the accumulation of well over five thousand
individual records within the next eight years.

No other Evening Grosbeak was observed that winter and the follow-
ing year brought not even one of them to us. An inkling of what was
to come should have been apparent, perhaps, when 41-211434 returned
to our trap on March 10, 1944. From January 22 until April 28 of that
year small flocks were irregularly and unpredictably with us and we
succeeded in banding 45 females and 4 males. In addition to the one
return a single recovery was also trapped.

We again drew a blank during the 1944-45 season, but on Decem-
ber 13, 1945, a banded female was seen at our suspended feeder and
that season’s historic invasion was on. But let us save space and time
by constructing a tabular picture of the feathered actors which play
the parts in the drama that is about to unfold (Table I).

During the 1946-47 season each newly banded bird was marked with
a blue plastic on its right tarsus in addition to the numbered aluminum
Fish and Wildlife Service band on its left. Brown above blue plas-
tics distinguished the 1948-49 bandees, and during 1949-50 we used pink
above blue.
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EveniNG GRosBEAKS TrRAPPED AT HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT

Winter No. Banded Repeats Returns Recoveries
1941-42 2% 0 0 0
1943-44 49 13 1 1
1945-46 874 1525 4 20
1946-47 543 300 9 6
1948-49 112 141 4 2
1949-50 1286 438 8 59
Totals 2865* 2417 26 88

*QOne additional Evening Grosbeak was banded at Winchendon, Massachusetts,
on May 2, 1942, .

Evening Grosbeaks carrying these colors have been reported in every
New England state except Rhode Island, in New York and New Jersey,
and in at least three Canadian provinces. Because of the unreliability
of the colors, the uncertainty of their perfect identification, and because
of the fact that other banders may have used the same colors, we have
decided to include in this paper only those birds positively identified
by band number. This decision leaves us with 152 records to report,
involving 142 individual birds. This report includes all known records
through November 30, 1951.

Forty-four of these records provide us with completed life histories.
A study of the code key which follows Table IT will provide some idea
of the hazards which beset this species.

Still incomplete, as far as our records can prove, are the life histories
of the remaining 2,822 of our bandees. Unquestionably, many will
never be heard from, but 98 of them have added brief chapters to our
story by visiting the feeding trays of interested observers or the traps
of banding cooperators. Twenty-five of these birds have returned to us
in Hartford during some season subsequent to its banding. One of them
returned during two different winters. Table III summarizes their
records.

Table 1V tells the story of 10 Evening Grosbeaks which were banded
at our station. These birds were trapped at other stations in Hartford
or vicinity under conditions which, as far as the purpose of this paper
is concerned, could very well classify them as returns even though they
did not actually re-enter our traps.

The stories of some 62 other individuals, each of which has supplied
a single record subsequent to its banding, but which, so far as we can
prove, may still be alive, are told in Table V. The code letters will be
employed in order to condense their histories.

Eleven of the Evening Grosbeaks which were banded at our Hartford.
Connecticut, station have each made two subsequent records. Table VI
summarizes this group. It will be noted that three of these birds
(44-214472, 44-214628, and 44-223968) have each been reported from
three different stations.

Although the tables summarize our records they fall short of reporting
some of the stories which may carry sufficient interest to justify the
repetition which their telling will entail.
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EveninG iIGRosBEAKS RETRAPPED As ReTUurNs AT HarTrorp, CONNECTICUT

Band No. Sex Banded Returned

41-211434 ¥ Feb. 8. 1912 Mar. 10. 1944
42-220788 F Jan. 22. 1944 Feb. 26, 1946
42-229941 F Apr. 28, 1944 Dec. 15, 1945
44-201567 F Dec. 14, 1945 Apr. 25, 1947

44-201582 M Dec. 15, 1945 Mar. 4, 1950
44-214431 (See Table VI.)
44-214476 (See Table VI.)
44-214629 F Dec. 26, 1945 Apr. 17, 1947
44-214693 (See Table VI.)
44-223945 (See Table VI.)
44-223955 ¥ Jan. 8, 1946 Jan. 17, 1947
44-224333  (See Table VI.)

44-224337 F Jan. 25, 1946 Jan. 4, 1947
45-200013 M Feb. 22. 1946 Dec. 31. 1946
45-200038 F Feb. 26, 1946 May 3. 1947
45-200047 ¥ Mar. 8, 1946 Feb. 22. 1947
45-200057 F Mar. 13, 1946 Feb. 23. 1950
40-232552 (See Table VI.)

40-232556 M Jan. 7, 1947 May 3. 1950
46-218819 M May 4, 1947 Mar. 21. 1949

46-218831 F May 6, 1947 Apr. 7, 1949
46-218996 (See Table VI.)
48-218505 (See Table VI.)
48-218574 F Apr. 16, 1949 Mar. 16, 1950
48-218579 F Apr. 17, 1949 May 3, 1950

There is, for example, the case of female 46-218806. Banded at
Hartford on May 2, 1947, and marked with a blue plastic band, she
was found sick, and later died, at Crysler, Ontario, by Mr. Stuart Byers,
on February 21, 1950. Mr. Byers was unfamiliar with the Fish and
Wildlife Service procedure and he was unable to decide what to do with
the band until he chanced upon the comic strip “Mark Trail” depicting
a banded goose which had been caught accidentally in a steel trap.
Following the method of the comic-strip trapper, Mr. Byers sent the band
to the Bird-Banding Office at Laurel, Md., and this bird’s record, as
a result, was completed. The blue plastic band, by the way, was still
intact when the bird was found.

Female 40-232552 was banded at Hartford on January 6, 1947, and
was marked with a blue plastic band. After having returned to Hartford
again on April 18, 1949, she was found dead, with her plastic band
still intact, in a camp at Steamboat Rock Lake in Quebec, on July 14,
1950, by Mr. Paul Simard. It seems that a door of this camp had been
left open and a rumber of Evening Grosbeaks had entered and were
discovered dashing themselves against the walls. A dozen of them
had killed themselves. During the correspondence which resulted from
the discovery of this group of dead birds, “mass suicide” was intimated.
The logic of such an idea is questionable, however. When one has
observed the efforts of this species to escape from any enclosure, espe-
cially when several birds are enclosed simultaneously and particularly
when approached by a human, one would more likely explain the tragedy
as the result of blind panic caused by unnatural restriction and aug-
mented by the presence of other equally panic-stricken members of the
same species even without the added stimulus of human presence. Our



[149

Parxs, Grosbeak Notes from Hartford, Connecticut

Vol. XXIII
1952

« TIACOKTY ANVI—PUnO,,—]

"ANVE ONIAOWIY YALAV .pasea[al piq ‘parmden, —p
« PHq "o punop puegq,,—)

o pomde], —j

mmnﬁgﬁm“aﬂh:‘m

nn.H£m=“UqulQ

Juoriipuoo Jurpesiq ur paddery,.—)

‘posevd[ol pue padder]—g

paiq Burdden moym pesr equnu pueg—Yy

A ATV N[ @dS() aNI9E] OF, ALY

12359 1 "SIN ‘uuoy) ‘utpieg 0561 ‘97 "qod 6v61 ‘3L 1Ay 4
1eLE) Y ‘uuo)) ‘projiey 0561 ‘€1 "I 6v61 ‘0L B A
(CIA 21981 #9S)

1LIRY Y "uuoy) ‘pIOFIIRH 0s61 ‘g “1dy Lp61 ‘Lg "ue[ N
soutqy g "L SN ‘uuo)) ‘Ainquoisern 0561 ‘02 "9°d LY6L ‘e ue[  d
IDLLIRY) Y Y "uuoy) ‘pIOJIIBY 0961 ‘Gz "q°d Ly6l ‘9 uef K
sourqy g "L SIN ‘uuoy) ‘AInquoise[s) 0S6T ‘I '994 6l ‘T uef ki
wonsig 'y H ‘uuo]) ‘pIopEY 18I 0961 ‘22 "B gv61 ‘61 "y W

) ('IA 3I9BL 29S)

(Ioyine) ‘UU0) ‘IOSpUIp Lb61 ‘€T 1B\ Shel ‘8% 99( N
Aq 1w 1@&9‘“50& pIojuary je papueq Xag

NOILVLG ¥1() ‘LY LON LOg ‘4VAN QdddVULAY SAVIUSOUS) ONINIAF
Al 31av],

695815-8%
605815°8%
S0981Z-8%
Teqta s
1638129
£SSTET 0V
££CTEC-0F
SYI00G-SY
V62T Y
V89V ICHY
‘oN pueg



Bird-Banding
October

Parks, Grosbeak Notes from Hartford, Connecticut

150]

(I0q3nE)

(Ioyine)
(1oyine)
sumoingy 7 ‘H
qneys W g "SI
uosel 'y g
SPRIN ' ‘[
UOSBJ\ 'V "
s1939q T °f

af «.»Ewsoﬂ ‘H
adoy g D
SPRPIN °d °f
uaxrep ) L
uosely 'y g
uostj[y Y
[Ppswey g 9
sIopuneg 'y °Jq
queys "W g SIN
uaLItE M\ D) ‘L
SIdpUneg *y °J
dnuy ‘M ‘H ST
puelIRly "y ]
wIEpm D L
sIoysery ‘[
ey ) L

I ‘weyploy ") g

SPPIN "
dnuy *m "H ST
4q ponroday

LADILDANNOT)

'uuoy) ‘I0Spurp
‘uuoy) ‘I0SpuUI M
'UU0Y) ‘IOSpuIp
‘uuoy) ‘Arnqisjue))
‘sSBJ ‘uoldweylion
SSB]N ‘woidweyisey
‘SSRIA ‘YoIMpIel
*SSB]N  ‘uorduretizon
'SSRIA ‘pIBAIRY

BN ‘105uRg

oreu() “jreqd umbuod[y
SSB]\] ‘YOIMPpPIBRY

‘X °N ‘e301apuoor],
‘sse]y ‘uordweyisery
SSEI [y

BN ‘uoISImMIT

‘SSB]y ‘Ao[pBH Yineg
ssey ‘uordwreylron
‘X 'N ‘®Soropuootf,
SSRIN :S:umI yinog
UU0Y) ‘UMOTYITMION
'SSBIN ‘OIBp

‘A N ‘eBoaspuoor],
‘uuoy) ‘weppey

‘A N ‘eSordpuoor]
‘X N ‘ysnquasiqy 1seq]
'SSBIA “YoImpaepH
‘UUOT) “‘UMOIYITMION

aoe[d

LY61 ‘63
L¥61 ‘63
%61 ‘ST
0561 ‘9
0S61 ‘¥
961 ‘6
0561 ‘Z
961 ‘0L
LY61 ‘€
LB6T ‘ST
961 ‘bT
Lv61 ‘9
9v6T ‘11
6l ‘L
L¥61 ‘b3
6V6T ‘6
LB61 ‘6
L¥61 ‘St
961 ‘3C
0961 ‘¢

9p61 . 1dy o,

0S6T ‘S
961 ‘0T
LB6T ‘L
Lv61 ‘¢
L¥61 ‘63
LY6T ‘9

9F61 [1dy el

IR
TRy
‘g2
P4
dy
ARy
‘uef
Ay
Aepyr
ady
aunf
Ley
Ky
‘IR
ady
.HQ««
ady
994
*09(]
4oy

Ky
LB\
IRTAD
92
TR
e

sq

A 318v],

<R dCdRaR<AMMMARA<<MOOMMAOMMAMAMMMA

puoSa]

6T “T1 "usf
V61 ‘IT ‘uef
Lb6T ‘TT ‘u®f
LY6T ‘g uef
61 ‘L3 99d
961 ‘L "dy
961 ‘1€ "B
9b61 ‘02 "9
9p61 ‘0% "9°d
9p6T ‘L1 924
96T b 9
9v61 ‘Lg uef
961 ‘bg “uef
9p61 ‘LT uef
V6T ‘€T “uef
961 ‘9 uef
96l ‘T ‘uef
96T ‘T ‘uef
9p6l ‘T uef
SH6T ‘8% 0°d
ST ‘LT 92
ST ‘9% "93d
SH61 ‘Sg 02
Sh6T ‘GZ "99(
ep61 'S "92(
SE6T ‘81 "99(
Spel ‘ST "0°(
P61 ‘G uef

pIojiTRl] 1®

papueg

‘QUOJLUV] LY GHANVY SMVIHSOMS) HNINIAF J0 SQUOIHY LININDASANG ATINIG

Foy o B e 2 o 1 e o 2 o o o o B o o B 0 2 S o o o B

I8

LOBTIZ9Y
9652620V
98220V
6952EZ-0V
81SCEC- 0
821002V
601002V
£00002°Sh
200005V
2OVVTE Y
2SVHET b
S6EVTEHY
62EV3T Y
0EVTT VY
Y6523
V6ETC T
128632V
1986281
£18622 VY
889VICVY
TSOVTZHY

LEOPITTY

LIOVICv
809V 1C-¥¥
109¥12-¥¥
OVVICTY
YLST0G VY
9610252V

‘ON pueyg



[151

Parks, Grosbeak Notes from Hartford, Connecticut

Vol. XXIII1
1952

qneys ‘W °
9119n04e7) *
L1pue] -
1IPISVOI
puelRly "y -
qneys W
queys ‘W d
souryy “g "L SN
soueIjeT ‘g
SYIOWET 'S Y
(19159 T "SI
PUBLIEIN Y "]
souryy g "I, "SI
[[918) T "SI
(P19 T *SIN
[[2189 T "SI
yroog "H 'S
12189 " "SI
souryy *g "I, "SI
uose[y “F ¥ ‘SIA
suyo1ng] 1 'H
qneqs W g ST
qneys ‘W ' ST
queys W g

If ‘weypiog "D 'S
SPPIN *Jd °[
queys "W g SIN
qneys W g
qneqs ‘W °d
queqs W g ST
(T0y3ne)

[PI0I d
IZUINON °d
urepanof ‘H

1

[==JSRpE

'ssey ‘uordweyiLoN
29qan() ‘Sinogssjieyr)

29qan() ‘YIeJ 9LIPUAIIAET]
JNoImMsunIg MaN YO0y I0ISB[J

SSBIA ‘918 M\
SR\ ‘UoldwEBY1IoON
'sSBIA ‘uojdweylroN
uuoy) ‘AInquoise|s)
oaqan() ‘esnoy ayey
99qon() “mewueg
‘uuo’) ‘urpIg

SSBIN ‘918 p\

‘uuor) ‘AINquoise[)
‘uuoy) ‘urjrag

uuon) ‘urjrag

‘uuoy) ‘urprag

‘UU0T) ‘BLUOSUY
‘uuor) ‘uIfIdg

uuon) ‘AInquoise[
‘KON ‘xoessi[

‘uuoy) ‘Ainqrejuey)
'SRy ‘uordwryiIoN
‘SSBIA ‘uojdwreyiaoN
SRy ‘uoldweyIIoN
“uuoy) ‘S1018

SSSRIN YOIMPIB]
SSBA ‘uoidweyIIoN
"SSBIN ‘U01dWBY1ION
‘SSBIA] ‘uoiduwreyIIo N
'sse]y ‘uoidureyiroy
s 5 UUOT) PIOJITRE
29qen() ‘sxdneag
99qan() ‘IATy EBMEBII(Q

u

o

00qaN() IANIQY BAIL)

0561
1S61
161
1961
0s61
0s61
0S61
0S61
0<6l
1561
0561
0561
0S61
0<oT
0561
0561
0s61
0561
0S61
0s61
0561
6¥61
6v61
0s6l
0561
0s61
6¥61
6v61
6761
Lv61
L6l
8761
L6l
8761

IR
‘42

ady
ady
TR
9o
ey
ady
ady
R
IR
‘90
By
aunf

‘UUOY) “IOSPUIA\ 1B IOYIN® Aq PIPUR] SBM GEZEICOV s 4 4

ARMmMmmMmmmMEemmMmMee M amOAeOMAoMATIAMAAMT—AXR

0561
0s61
0561
0s61
0561
0s61
0%61
0561
(U5
0561
0S61
0861
0s61
0s61
0S61
0561
0S61
0561
0561
6161
6761
6V61
6761
Lyol
L6l
Ly61
L6T
L6l
LY61
Ly61
LV61
L6l
L6l
IAZQ

‘L

‘L1
‘It
‘Il
‘¢

‘L3
‘68
‘€C
44
‘cS
‘6L
‘8T
‘81
‘LT
‘T1
1
‘L

§7

‘v

‘81
‘T

‘o€
‘1
‘9

‘81
‘el
‘S

b

‘8%
‘15
‘6T
‘81
‘81
‘LT

rady
Ry
IRA
..:w@ﬂ
TBIA
4o
2
a8
q°q
qa
‘qed
Qo
‘2
e 0
Pd
‘PA
o
X |
qe
dy
ady
TR
MEN
ey
ady

oy B B P 5 oy P B 0 P o 5 P o 10 B o P o o B o iy B o 12 Py P P g 3 o &

TTSTOT-0S
182€Le-8Y
SSp00T-08
8¥P001-0S
SSIELG8Y
980€.%-8Y
SY0ELE-8Y
0,8€92-8V
IWCeIe-8v
162€9¢-8V
¥r1€9e-8¥
20€9¢-8¥
8V0€9¢-8V
€86.V2-8¥
SS6.LVC-8V
8voLve-8Y
8L8LYC-8V
6C8LYC-8Y
£08L12-8F
G8S8IC-8Y
LVS81E-8V
SES8IG8Y
1168128V
LE881C-9¥
PPI€T1G-9%
8¢IEIC9v
6€0€1C-9¥
0€0€TE-9v
020€T1Z-9%
STOE1Z- 9%
S6521C9%
€8811C-9v
8S811¢-9¥
0¢8T15-9%



Bird-Banding
October

PaARks, Grosbeak Notes from Hartford, Connecticut

152]

“oyine £q “uuoy) ‘propieff 18 paddenar ‘9T ‘0z ‘qoq

IOLIE) 'y g Aq “uuo) ‘piojurel] ie pases[ar pue padden ‘0661 ‘6T ‘GO

soyane £q “uuo)) ‘projurey 18 paddertal ‘ggeT ‘S "qa

‘MAI(] Y 'H 'SIIN 4q “1A ‘o1req ie paseo[al pue padden] ‘GhGL ‘b7 ‘AON

‘prewrg

"d 4q ‘0sqand) ‘oxe] Yooy 1voquIealg 18 dwkd ur pEIp punoj ‘O¢el ‘bl Lor

Toyine £q “uuo)) ‘piojirey e paddenar ‘Ghel ‘gl ‘Ady

1oyine £q “uuoy) ‘piojuref] 1e paddena1 ‘6p61 ‘0g IR

oyine £q “uuo)) ‘piopyiey 18 padderar 2yl ‘oz “1dy

qneys ‘I g Aq “ssejy ‘uoidweyiioN 18 pasealal pue padden; ‘oCeT ‘1Z ‘qoq

SPPRIN " ‘[ Aq “sse]y ‘“ormpIeq i pesea[ax pue padden ‘6pgl ‘bz 02

IBLue]) 'y 7 &q “uuo)) ‘pIojirel 1@ pasesa1 pue padden (gggI €2 “1dy

oyine £q “uuo)) ‘piopiaey 18 paddenar ‘2p61 ‘0T BN

*10yIne Aq “uuo)) ‘piopyrey 18 paddenar ‘oger ‘T ‘IEy

‘qneyg

W g ST Aq “sse]y ‘uojdweyiioN 1B pasespl pue padden ‘6per ‘91 1dy

‘JIeH

zau] "SI Aq “J{ °N ‘9oauofy ur uorneis Surpesy ® 18  potrodar, ‘2pe b IR

‘nowry ‘f £q “uuo)) ‘Yooiqisap\ 1® paseaa1 pue padden ‘gpeT g “uel

“toqine Aq “uuo)) ‘piojuey 1e paddensi ‘gpeT ‘61 dy

1eqIeg *(] Aq “uuo)) ‘rospurp e pases[or pue padden ‘gpel ¢, ‘uef

"IOPUBXI[Y ) (] Aq “sSB]y ‘[[oMoOT 1 pasealal pue JYINed ‘IHE[ ‘9T "qoq

'saure)) £y1ag ‘sipy Aq “f °N ‘AgruUa], 18 poses[al pue padder) ‘gpgl ‘97 uef

Toyqine £q, “uuo)) ‘propirey ie paddenar ‘gpeT ‘0T LB\

‘nouuayg ‘N

g SIN Aq “uuo)) ‘extysay)) je deiy morieds ysySuy ur pamdeo ‘gpgT ‘p uef
§pa0o9y 1uanbasqng .

LNJILDANNOY) thOh.—;m<m, LYV @IANV{ SHVIISOUS) ININFTAY 40 SAHODAY ATJILTIAJN

JA a14v],

(D
(®)

(9)
(®)

()
(®)

(9)
(®)

(9)
(®)

(q)
(®)

(9)
(®)
(1)
(®)
(9)
(®)
(1)
(®)

(q)
(®)

6761

6¥61

Lv6l

961

9v6l

96l

SP61

Sve1

P61

Sv6l

Sv6T

‘T8

IRy
“TBJ\

‘uef

‘wef

‘ue(

‘uef

©9(

091
29

(]

09

plojireH 1® papueyg

4

N

€0S81c-8Y

9668129

6SSCEC0v

CEEVeT

896€CC Y

S¥6€cGvv

€69V1CTY

81V

LYYW

SLYYICYY

LEVieve
‘0N pueq



VOI‘I;?ZHH Parks, Grosbeak Notes from Hartford, Connecticut [153

Table II has listed at least two other instances of individual birds
which killed themselves in a manner similar to this one, but without
any semblance of suicidal intent. Exhibiting similar characteristics
we have seen members of this species struggle blindly for more than
a minute, against the inside of a covered angle formed by two 8 by 10-
inch panes of glass, trying to force themselves through the glass, although
no other structure barred their escape.

Female 44-214472 was banded at Hartford on December 23, 1945.
She participated in the continued migration southward until she was
trapped by Mrs. Betty Carnes at Tenafly, N. J., on January 26, 1946.
This bird is known to have remained near the Carnes station for at least
two weeks. The following winter, with the southward movement of the
Evening Grosbeak migration much more restricted, this same bird
was trapped and released by D. C. Alexander, at Lowell, Mass., on
February 16, 1947.

Male 44-214628 revealed a similar migrational pattern. After having
been banded at Hartford on December 26, 1945, he flew southward
to Westbrook, Conn., where he was trapped and released by J. Rintoul
on January 24, 1946. We heard next from him when he was “reported”
at a feeding station in Monroe, N. H., on March 4, 1947, by Mrs. Inez
Hart.

Female 46-218996, banded at Hartford on March 5, 1949, and destined
to return to us the following season, stopped during her flight to visit
Mrs. H. A. Drew at Barre, Vt., on November 24, 1949. Then she con-
tinued down the Connecticut Valley, arriving at our station on Feb-
ruary 5, 1950.

The record of female 44-223968 reveals little, perhaps, beyond her
liking for New England winters and her lack of shyness for traps. She
was banded at Hartford on January 12, 1946, and was recovered by
J. F. Nields, at Hardwick, Mass., on December 24, 1949. Then she
made the brief hop over to Northampton, Mass., to check the hospitality
of the B. M. Shaub’s, or, perhaps, to test the efficiency of their traps,
on February 27, 1950.

As is to be expected, the lion’s share of our records has come from
localities relatively close to our station. In fact, 84 of the 152 records
come from our own state of Connecticut. Thirty-five others come from
Massachusetts, largely as the result of the northward migrational trend
of this species along the Connecticut Valley. Of the other New England
states, Rhode Island, alone, has provided no record; 4 come from Maine,
2 from New Hampshire, and a single one from Vermont. The state
of New York has given 6 records and 3 come from New Jersey. Three
Canadian provinces have supplied, all together, 17 records, as follows:
Quebec, 11; Ontario, 4; and New Brunswick, 2.

Only the New Jersey records and some of those from our own state
have come from points geographically south of Hartford.

In summary: 142, or about 5.0% of the 2,866 Evening Grosbeaks
banded at our Hartford, Connecticut, station have supplied records,
exclusive of repeats, subsequent to their banding. Of these records, 44,
or slightly less than 319, of them, have come from birds which had been
killed or which died from some cause more or less indeterminable.
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With regard to those of our bandees from which we have never yet
heard, who can say how many may yet add their stories to our records?
How many of their bands may already be in the possession of persons
who need, perhaps, the enlightenment of a “Mark Trail” incident?
How many others of these birds may still be a-wing, shorn of their
opportunity to add to our knowledge because some captor along the line
has removed their band? It is disappointing to report, in closing, that
our two most recent recovery records read: “Band was removed—bird
released.”

No mention has been made in this paper of some 42 of our Evening
Grosbeaks which were trapped by E. A. Bergstrom at his station in
West Hartford during the same season in which they were banded, or
of 82 others which were trapped during that same period by E. A. Carrier
at his local station. The proximity of these stations to our own led us
to classify these several records essentially as repeats.

99 Warrenton Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut.

EXPERIENCES IN BANDING BLACKBIRDS IN EASTERN
ARKANSAS
By Jounson A. NErrF AND BROOKE MEANLEY

During the past four years the writers have been engaged in a study
of the effect of several species of birds upon the rice growing industry
of eastern Arkansas. We have endeavored to cover all phases of the
activity of red-winged blackbirds, grackles, and cowbirds throughout
the year. The major objective of the study has been to determine
whether or not there is justification for reductional control or other
measures for the reduction or elimination of damage to the rice crop,
and if so to develop practical measures.

One of the most important phases of such a study is to determine
the effect of migration upon the populations of birds that are involved
in the crop damage. If damage is inflicted largely by birds that nest
in the rice district control may well be confined to that population.
If migrants comprise the bulk of the offenders control must be restricted
to the periods when these birds are present. Hence banding and study
of the returns and recoveries play an important part.

One of the first steps was to assemble data on individuals of these
species banded in Arkansas and killed elsewhere, and those banded
elsewhere but killed in Arkansas. In this we were fortunate, since two
Arkansans had done extensive banding of bronzed grackles and cow-
birds before our work began. S. H. Weakley of Ft. Smith, on the
western border of the State, has banded many thousands of bronzed
grackles during the past 20 years, and in the midst of the rice area
C. M. Owens, now deceased, had banded thousands of cowbirds. Thus
we were able to direct our efforts toward banding of these two species
at seasons when there was insufficient coverage, and toward banding
redwings at all seasons.

Our banding efforts began in the autumn of 1949, and we found red-
wings difficult to trap in the rice area where food is plentiful at all
seasons. Apparently most of the large scale trapping of redwings has



