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The only feasible way to assess the wear accurately is to weigh the bands.
The original weights are unknown but the weights of two 48-series and two 502-
series size 2 bands shows a variation of 4% in weight. Over the years the bands
have differed somewhat in composition and should show appropriate differences
in rate of wear. However, of two bands conzecutively numbered and exposed for
two years (1 day difference in exposure!) one lost 40% less weight than the
other. The less worn two-year band and the band exposed three years wore at
just the same rate.

How much wear can a band safely stand? Some experience in rebanding adult
terns indicates that a loss of two-thirds of the weight is about the limit. On this
basis, using the more worn of the two vear bands, towhees should be rebanded
every five years.

Band Nos. Exposure Weight
................ none . 145 mg.
46-206816 3 years 111 mg.
46-211480 2 years 109 mg.
46-211481 2 years 123 mg.

Charles H. Blake, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass.

Consistent Movement by Purple Finches Indicated.—A banding station
operated by Edgar A. Carrier at 857 Tower Avenue, in Hartford, Conn., is located
almost three miles practically due north of our own. During the winter of 1950-51,
Purple Finches (Carpodacus purpureus Gmelin) visited both stations in goodly
numbers. There is no particular significance in the fact that 290 of them were
banded at the Carrier station while we banded 415, except to indicate the preva-
lence of the species. It is noteworthy, however, that eleven of those which we
banded went from our station to Mr. Carrier’s traps, yet not even one of his birds
came to us throughout the entire season.

Although we recognize the somewhat greater mathematical chance of recapture
enjoyed by our bandees, it does not seem that that is, in itself, sufficient to explain
the unbalanced distribution of the recoveries. There appears to have been a con-
sistent northward drift of the Purple Finch population through Hartford during
the winter of 1950-51.—G. Hapgood Parks, 99 Warrenton Ave., Hartford, Conn.

An Old White-breasted Nuthatch.—A notable old-age record was made with
the return to our station, on December 10, 1950, of a White-breasted Nuthatch
(Sitta carolinensis carolinensis Latham) which had worn band No. 41-161722 ever
since November 15, 1942. Originally banded as an adult male this bird had car-
ried our band for almost a month more than eight years. Since the numerals
were so impaired as to approach illegibility the band was removed and No.
47-155703 was substituted in order to assure the possible prolongation of this age
record.—G. Hapgood Parks, 99 Warrenton Ave., Hartford, Conn.

Mortality in the Cedar Waxwing.—In his life history of the Cedar Waxwing
(Bombycilla cedrorum Vieillot), W. M. Tyler comments: “The Cedar Waxwing
has no special enemies, only those that prey commonly on most small birds. In
the time of the older ornithologists, however, the bird was shot for food, and the
slaughter of great numbers was made easy by their habit of flying in close
flocks.” (Bent, A. C., Life Histories of North American W agtails, Shrikes, Vireos,
and Their Allies, 1950.) The causes of death recorded for this species in the
banding files at the Patuxent Research Refuge, based on 721 return cards in file
in March 1951, indicate an exception to this general statement. At least 329 of
this group of waxwings were shot (45.6%), and some of the 166 (23.0%) reported
as found dead were very likely shot. 69 waxwings (9.6%) were reported as re-
trapped and released, and the percentage of birds shot to the total apart from these
69 is 50.5. Of the remainder of the original 721, cause of death was not given
for at least 49. The bulk of the birds were banded in the vicinity of Modesto,
Calif., by Messrs. C. H. Feltes and Irl Rogers, and the great majority of the birds
shot were in cherry orchards near Modesto. The species can be banded most
readily where it occurs in flocks of hundreds or even thousands in fruit-growing
areas, and in such areas it may present an economic problem. It would of course
be seriously misleading to use these banding results as an indication of heavy
shooting of the species elsewhere in its range.—E. Alexander Bergstrom.




