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GENERAL NOTES 

Notes on Leach's Petreh--During the summers of 1947 and 1948, while assist- 
ing wit,h studies of other species of birds ,on Machias Sea1 Island, New Brunswick, 
I was a'ble to use some free time for the study and banding of Leaoh's Petrel, 
Oceanodroma leucorhoa leucorhoa (Vieillot). The number of birds involved was 
not large. Only seventy-five adults and seven nestlings were banded and twenty- 
three nests studied during the two summers. Nevertheless a few bits of infor- 
mation which are not mentioned in literature came to light. 

Fresh digging at the burrow entrances was in evidence throughout June ,and 
luly. In one instance, a burrow, which showed evidence of recent excavation, was 
opened on June 20. 1948. A bird but no egg was present. On July 30, ,there was 
still evidence of fresh digging but nothing in the nest. The reason for ,this long 
excavation period was unknown, but Ainslee and Atkinson (British Birds, 30: 234- 
248) mention the same puzzling activity. The normal period for excavati.on• 
according to W. A. O. Gross (The Auk, 52: 382-399), is three days. 

In the same paper. Gross gave 3,000 burrows as an approximate number for 
Machias Seal Island, but the approximate number in 1947 and 1948 was probably. 
not more l]han 1,000. There seem to be no predators on the island to account for 
such a decrease. 

It may be possible that burrows are maintained for many years. Banding 
returns indicate that burrows are occupied for two or more successive years. 
Seven birds ban3ed in 1947 were retaken in 1948. All of these were retaken from 
the burrcws in whish they had been banded. Two pairs: 47-106030, 47-106022 
and 47-106925, 47-106C03 were remated for the second successive year. In 1949• 
Dr. J. S. Hoyt recovered one bird which I had banded in 1947 and one which I 
had banded in 1948. Nest markers indicated that these birds were recovered 
from the burrows in wh:,ch they had been banded. 

On July 19. 1947, 1 felt two eggs in a petrel burrow. When removed, one 
proved to be that of a petrel and the other that of an Arctic Tern, Sterna para- 
disaea Briinn•ch. Both were warm. The tern egg could not have rolled all the 
way to the nest cavi. ty because •here was a right angle turn in the tunnel. It must 
have been pushed at least part of the way. 

In 1947, banding was begun on June 14. Most burrows had eggs at that time. 
The first chick was found on August 1. In 1948. the first burrow with an egg was 
found on June 18. The first chick was found on July 20.•Janet Hawksley, Fernow 
Hall, Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y. 

Nesting and Flocking Overlap of Chimney Swifts, ½haetura pelagica 
(Linnaeus ).--Late in July 1948 small flocks of chimney swifts were seen over 
the Cornell University campus. By early August the flocks ,had increased in size 
and on August fourth about 1,000 (estimated) swifts entered the west chimney of 
Bailey Hall where Dr. Paul Kellogg of the Laboratory of Ornithology, assisted by 
Edward Fink and the writer, made a recording of their chippering. 

About 8 p.m. Eastern Daylight Saving Time on August sixth the west chimney 
and the opposite one on the east side of the building were inspected from vhe roof 
by flashlight. Less than 20 birds were found in the west Chimney and all flew .out 
when the light was flashed on them. At the first glance no birds were seen in 
the east chimney but persistent squeaking notes could be heard far d.own •he 
chimney. Upon closer inspection a nest of young swifts was discovered, as well 
as an adult bird ten or twelve feet above it on the same (east) side of the dhim. 
hey. When the light was flashed alternately on the adult .and on the nest the 
young kept calling and the adult was obviously disturbed, moving back and forth 
un, til it finally dropped and settled on the edge of the nest where i,t remained. 

Another adult was located in the southwest corner of tthe chimney and a third 
one on the side (west) opposite the nest. Neither of l•hes.e birds seemed particu- 
larly disturbed by the light and none of the three left the chimney. 

Unfortunately, due to circumstances beyond control of the writer, it was not 
possible to check these chimneys again in the days immediately following the 
observation made on August sixth. 

An earlier swift's nest was reported on June 16, 1948, in the Plant Science 


