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Some Song Sparrow Returns Banded at Ardmore, Pa.—During a ten-
year period, May, 1937, to May, 1947, a total of 466 Eastern Song Sparrows,
Melospiza m. melodia, were banded. Of this number, 236 were adults when
banded, and 230 were immatures. All immatures were independent when trapped
and none banded from the nest. Sex determination was made by wing measure-
ment with dividers, following the method used by Mrs. Margaret M. Nice.
Birds with wing measurements of 63 mm. or under were determined to be females,
and birds with wing measurements of 65 mm. or over were determined to be
males. The wings of 380 Song Sparrows were measured, but only 317 were
determined as to sex, and the balance of 63 birds were left undetermined, since
their wing measurements ranged between 63 and 65 mm. Of the 317 birds
determined as to sex, 128 were males (94 adults and 34 immatures), and 189
were females (86 adults and 103 immatures).

Of the total 466 Song Sparrows banded, 27 individuals, or 5.8 per cent, re-
turned and were retrapped at Ardmore. Twenty-one of these 27 returning birds
were adults when banded (15 males, 5 females and 1 undetermined as to sex),
and represented 9 per cent of 236 adults banded. The remaining six returns were
immatures when banded (3 males, 1 female and 2 undetermined), and repre-
sented 2.6 per cent of the 230 immatures banded.

Seventeen of the 21 adult returns were again trapped at Ardmore the following
year, Then they were at least two years old.  Six of these adult birds returned
again a second year, when they were at least three years old, and one of these
six adults, a male, was recaptured each year for three years, so that he was at
least four years old at his last return.

Another adult male was not recaptured at Ardmore until two years after
banding, at which time he was at least three years old; and still another adult
male banded in April, 1943, came back the following year in April, 1944, and
then he was not recaptured again until four years later in June, 1948, when he
was at least six years old. Of the six immature Song Sparrows that returned to
Ardmore (3 males, 1 female and 2 not determined as to sex), three of them were
retrapped the following year after banding. One immature female came back
two years after banding. Another immature male banded at Ardmore July,
1942, was found dead nearly three years later, April, 1945, at Haverford, Pa.,
about one mile from Ardmore, and therefore is a return bird three years old.
An immature male banded July, 1942, returned the following year, and then he
was not recaptured again until two years later in 1945; and 1n June, 1946, he
returned again for the third time, at which time he was four years old. Still
another immature male banded at Ardmore August, 1940, was not again re-
trapped until nearly three years later in May, 1943, and then he was captured
again two years later, May, 1945, and once more, a year later in April, 1946, so
this bird which was a youngster when banded, was six years old when last cap-
tured at Ardmore. The 27 individual Song Sparrows that returned to the Ard-
more banding station made a total of 41 returns to the station where they were
banded.—Horace Groskin, Glenn Road, Ardmore, Pa.

Mason banding trap modified to fit window shelf.—Highly satisfactory
experience with the hardware cloth banding traps developed by Edwin A. Mason
(now of Arcadia Sanctuary, Northampton, Mass.) led me to experiment with a
version of the trap for use on rather small feeding shelves. The third experimental
trap was successful, and details of its construction may be of interest since it
does not represent a simple reduction in all dimensions. The essence of the
Mason design is the inverted “L” type funnel, with entrances on each of the
long sides of the trap, and an obstacle in the middle to prevent birds going through
from one end of the funnel to the other. Normal length of the trap is 30” to
36”, with the funnel openings about 2}’ square (so that the funnel sides and
overhang both measure 23"".) As modified, the trap is 15" long, 10" wide, and
8’ high, with only one opening to the funnel. The upper arm of the inverted



