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GENERAL NOTES

An Eight-Year-Old Purple Grackle.—An adult Purple Grackle was banded
at Ardmore, Pa., on_June 7, 1938, and was shot seven years later, on May 23,
1945, at Overbrook Pa., ahout two miles from the place of banding.

This Purple Grackle never returned or repeated after banding, and was at least
eight years old when killed. Horace Groskin, 210 Glenn Road, Ardmore, Pa.

Strange Behavior of a Bronzed Grackle.—On the cool, sunny afternoon
of July 3, 1945, the extraordinary behavior of an adult male Bronzed Grackle
(Quiscalus quiscula aeneus Ridgway) on our back lawn attracted my attention.
He seemed to be preening his feathers with unusual industry. Tail and wing
feathers as well as body, breast and neck were all receiving energetic attention.
There was much scratching of head and neck, too, first with one foot and then
with the other. Frequenily he stopped preening and scratching long enough to
peck at something which he seemed to be holding with his feet.

With binoculars I watched him through an open window for more than twenty
minutes at a distance which I measured later and found to be nine yards. The
object which he was holding with his feet proved to be one of the many fallen
gsreen froits from the large cucumber tree (Magnolia acuminata Linn.) which
shades the back lawn.

As T watched the bird I discovered that he was pecking the “cucumber” and
then passing feathers through his bill. It seemed apparent that he might be using
the juice of the fruit as an ointment. This fact became particularly evident when
the bird was seen to take pieces of the fruit, and, frequently, entire “cucumbers”
in his bill and rub them vigorously against his own breast and body feathers.

For more than an hour the bird continued this activity. During this time he
moved about in an area of not more than twenty-five or thirty square feet. This
area was thickly strewn with the green fruits.

Startled by the approach of a neighbor the Grackle flew to a bird-bath some
hundred feet away, and, shortly, to a peanut-baited Chardonneret trap where he
was captured. While banding him (42-359004) I noted the normal condition of
his flesh and the brilliant iridescence of his feathers. No parasites were found.

Less than half an hour after this banded bird had been released two other
unbanded adult males of the same species alighted beneath the cucumber tree and
proceeded at once to copy precisely the behavior which has just been described.
They continued for more than a half-hour before they were scared away.

After five years during which 1 have ohserved birds on this lawn without having
seen any semblance of this unique behavior these three birds have given duplicate
performances on the very same afternoon. G. Hapgood Parks, 99 Warrenton Ave.,
Hartford 5, Connecticut.

Banded Song Sparrow Nestlings Removed by Parent.—lt is not my
custom to band young birds until they are nearly ready to leave the nest. How-
ever, when making detailed studies of the development of a brood, early banding
is such a convenient method of identification, that it has been employed in several
instances quite successfully.

On July 24th, 1944, we banded three Mississippt Song Sparrows (Melospiza
melodia beata) five days old, from a nest in a low privet hedge. The nestlings
were about half grown weighing 10, 9.9, and 9.5 grams. Their plerylae were
beginning to show and the wing primaries were 7 mm. Jong although still enclosed
in sheaths. The bands fitted snugly and showed no tendency to slip over the
feet. A parent was observed to return to the nest and to remove one of the nest-
lings, It was dragged along the top of the closely clipped hedge a foot or two
at a time, the parent dropping it frequently. When ten feet away, the nestling
fell 1o the ground. The voung bird, only slightly scratched on the banded leg.



