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in a north-westerly direction. In about five to fifteen minutes the process would
be repeated with another group coming in from the south-east. The rate of
capture was approximately constant throughout the day without the morning
and afternoon peaks common to trapping operations.

Probably not more than one in fifteen of the birds to alight in the trapping area
was caught. If this estimate approximates the true situation it would mean that
during the day about 1,500 birds crossed the trapping area which is about fifty
yards wide. If the movements were nearly uniform over the Mayville region, and
observations on other parts of the college campus and in other parts of town
lead me to believe that we did not have any particular concentration of birds on
the trapping area, then across a ten-mile strip about 500,000 birds moved north-
ward on this one day! Assuming a like movement for the general region about
three million juncos moved up the sixty mile wide Red River Valley of the North
on this one day.—HaroLp C. Burpick, State Teachers College, Mayville,
North Dakota.

Crippled Birds.—The notes by Ralph W. Dexter in the July 1942 issue of
Birp-BanDiNG set me looking through my banding journal for records of injured
birds. The following entries were for injuries not incident to banding which had
healed or were definitely healing at the time of observation.

No. 140-25375 banded July 17, 1940; adult Bank Swallow with infection in eye
which had destroyed the eyeball, feathers of the eyelids and area at the corner
of the eye. The infection was discharginz at the time of observation.

No. 40-157125 banded Oct. 7, 1940; adult White-throated Sparrow with left
tarsus broken about in the middle, healed and set at a slight angle.

No. 41-82437 banded July 10, 1941; adult Bank Swallow with one eye infected,
similar to No. 140-25375 but not as extensive when observed.

No. 40-157443 banded Oct. 10, 1941; Harris’s Sparrow with tarsus completely
broken off about 2/3 distance from proximal end, foot dangling by the tendon.
The stump had healed over the end of the tarsus with a slight swelling; there was
a small opening just large enough to let the tendon slip back and forth when the
muscles of the leg contracted. I clipped the tendon close to the stump and it
retracted through the opening. There was no indication of infection.

No. 42-23766 banded April 27, 1943; adult Slate-colored Junco with the hind
toe of the left foot injured so that it did not open; the bird rested on the back side
of the base of the toe which was slightly swollen. Because of lack of contact and
wear the toe-nail had continued to grow. The distance across the arc of the
toe-nail was 10 millimeters while the corresponding distance on the other foot
was 6 millimeters. The other toes of the foot seemed to function normally.

Probably the most severe crippling that I know was reported to me by a local
hunter. Thiswas in a Ring-necked Pheasant. It was shot on the wing and when
examined was found to have only stumps for legs. These stumps were brought to
me and exhibited to biology classes. One leg had been amputated with about
three-quarters inch of the tarsus remaining, the other just above the distal end
of the tarsus. The stumps were healed and protected by tough scaly skin. The
ends were somewhat enlarged. It seems probable that the bird was caught by a
mowing machine just as it flew up. The hunter reported the bird to be in good
flesh.—HaroLp C. Burbick, State Teachers College, Mayville, North Dakota.

A Method of Banding Bank-nesting Swallows.—At the suggestion of
Prof. O. A. Stevens I first tried capturing bank-nesting swallows at night by use
of a flash light. Since the first attempts the technique has been modified so that
it seems quite effective. Two hundred and four swallows have been captured and
banded in a four hour period. A total of 1,216 swallows has been banded in three
years and 38 live returns taken in the past two years.



