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OUR NEW COVER PICTURE 

The well-known bird artist, Mr. Frank W. Benson, the distin- 
guished painter and etcher whose work on birds , and especially on 
waterfowl, has made for him an international reputation, has most 
generously presented to the Northeastern Bird-Banding Association 
a drawing of singular interest to most of its members. It shows a 
wind-blown bit of sand-dune coast with a Common Tern dropping 
down to its nest, the wings characteristically raised. To many of 
our members this will bring vividly back to memory arduous days 
of banding in tern colonies. It may be that more Common Terns 
have been banded by our group than any other single species of 
bird. Those of us who have had the privilege of visiting the sandy 
parts of our New England shores will especially welcome this 
picture, which we reproduce upon our cover in this issue, as a symbol 
of at least part of our activities, as a vivid reminder of the beauties 
of such regions, and as an artistic reproduction of one of our most 
graceful birds in action. The Council of the Association is sure that 
the members will join with it in thanking Mr. Benson for this gracious 
expression of his interest in our work. 

FREDERICK A. SAIJNDERS, President 
Northeastern Bird-Banding Association. 

LIFE HISTORIES OF NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS 
We commend to the attention of the readers of B•RD BA•)J•G 

the following letter from the author of that very important work 
"Life Histories of North American Birds," of which nine volumes 
have thus far been published by the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington. 
To our Contributors: 

So many inquiries have come to the author as to when the next volume of "Life 
Histories" is likely to appear that it seems desirable to explain to former con- 
tributors the present status of the work. 

Since Bulletin 162 on Gallinaceous Birds was published, the manuscripts for 
two volumes on Birds of Prey have been prepared, covering all the birds from the 
vultures to the owls inclusive in the order of the old Check-List. These volumes 
have not been published for lack of the necessary money, drastic economies in the 
regular governmental appropriations having required the elimination of such 
funds. While there is no immediate prospect of their publication, it is our hope 
that one at least may appear next year. 

In the meantime, the author is at work on still another volume, the twelfth, 
which will cover all the birds in the old Check-List arrangement from the parrots 
to the hummingbirds inclusive. 

Although some material has already come in on some of these groups, the author 
realizes that former contributors have not been advised as to what groups would 
be taken up next, so that they have not sent in as much material as they might 
have done. 

The author is ready now to receive contributions of notes on habits, and photo- 
graphs, relating to any birds in the groups indicated above. Notes relating merely 
to distribution or migration should be sent to the Biological Survey, where this 
part of the work is handled. 


