
Bird-B•nding 70] General Notes April 

Birds 7 6 years old or over 4.7 per cent 
" 5 ........ 5.4 .... 
" 4 ........ 8.6 .... 
" 3 ........ 14.1 .... 
" 2 ........ 10.0 .... 
" 1 ........ 11.4 .... 

It is possible that all except the six and seven-year groups should be slightly 
higher, as no banding was done here duringA928-1929, and some of the birds 
banded during the next two years undoubtedly belonged to that season.-- 
DoaoTHx A. BALvw•N, Hardwick, Massachusetts. 

Some Experiences with the Northern Strike (Lanius b. borealis.--I have 
been having interesting experiences with the Northern Shrike, the second one to 
come to us this winter. The first was taken and banded the first day of its visit, 
and, after being caged over night, was released about ten miles south of Hardwick 
and has not been seen since. The second one, a female, came to the station on 
February 2d and after the 5th haunted us daily, constantly annoying the Tree 
Sparrows until the 8th, when it discovered the suet-basket. During the next two 
days it spent most of its time around my station, eating the suet frequently and 
allowing the Sparrows to flock and feed within sight, undisturbed. I thought the 
problem was happily solved, but the Shrike soon began to divide its attention 
between suet and Sparrows, and finally became such a nuisance that when, on the 
13th, I succeeded in trapping it, I had it released ten miles or more away. By the 
19th it was back again, frequenting all the familiar places. Probably it had been 
allowed to linger too long in the first place, or liked the board here too well. This 
time we hit upon Hamburg steak, which it liked so well that it carried away a full 
quarter-pound for the second day's rations! Fortunately it has moderated its 
demands since then, though it still comes several times a day for its steak. The 
Sparrows are not entirely safe from it, however, as it will turn upon them if it sees 
a good chance. It has been most interesting to observe the reactions of the 
diherent birds towards it, though all pay it less attention now than in the begin- 
ning. The Sparrows invariably "froze," but the Chickadees would dance above its 
head recklessly near, apparently immune from attack, while the Jays acted as 
police and were even seen to attempt a peck or two, especially when the Shrike 
had been chasing the Sparrows.--DoRoTn•- A. BALDWin, Hardwick, Massa- 
chusetts. 

Dummy Nests of the Florida Ga!linule.--We have invariably found during 
the past three banding seasons of Black Terns at Big Muskego Lake, Wisconsin, 
a number of "dummy nests" of Florida Gallinules (Gallinula c/doropus cac/•innans). 
Particularly during the latter part of July, 1934, when the breeding season here 
for the Florida Ga]linule is well over, we found, as we followed a marked route, 
these empty newly made nests. The nests appear unoccupied--they never con- 
tain eggs, are always perfectly clean, and are generally placed in the open or in a 
very small bog, where they are readily seen as one passes by in a boat. In the past 
season the first of these dunsmy nests was found on June 30th, with more being 
located on each successive visit to the end of July. As the same areas are examined 
each week-end, it was easy to determine that some dunsmy nests were completed 
•vithin two days. This fact was established on July 10, 1934. A certain area 
yielding no dunsmy nests on July 7th contained several of them when visited on 
July 10th. One of the sixteen nests found on July 7th was entirely in the open, 
no attempt was made to conceal it, not a blade of grass was within twenty-five 
feet of it. It rested on a sunken muskrat house. It was very noticeable that none 
of the dunsmy nests had sloping runways, such as are usually associated with 
occupied nests.--P•t:• W• Ho•.u•N•, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Eastern Sparrow Hawk Recoveries in North and South Carolina and 
Georgia.--Four Eastern Sparrow Hawks (Falco s. sp•rverius) were banded in 


