Northeastern Birde Banding Association #1

GENERAL NOTES

Red-headed Woodpecker Recovery. .\ Redl-headed Woendpeerher
AMelanerpex erythrocephalusy, Noo 414395, banded st Lakewood. Ohio,
September 7, VN, s reported through the Burean of Biologieal Survey
and Mise Annie 1. Reid as having been killed by Ray Smith, near Walnat
Ridge, Arkansax, about December 10, 1925 Walnut Ridge is about
seventy miler west of the Mississippi River and is about i< hundred ndes
southwest of the place of handing,  The United States Departinent of
Agriculture Bu'letin Noo 1268 and Techimieal Ballevin No, 32 ol the suime
depurtment, hsting returns of handed birds from 1920 10 1926, <how no
migration southerly for this speeies, ko the present recovers s one of the
first 1o he recorded,

Mine Bewd weitew aninterenting letter regarding this recovery showing
that Red-bended Woodpeckers spend the sonter i lnrge numbers g
wonded lanid neonmd Walnat Bl

When weting to the persons peporting recoseries of banded breda, |
etlone e photogrnph shiowing shere thes were banded aned cilso reguest
the etes ol Toeal popers s tht o note of the ocenrrenee sy bu imserted
anon newsotenn, Phimoseetnm tooald o the Joed nterest and sy result i
more ilormntion.

Frotn two to Tour of these woodpechers, adoltegond soung. nre bacded a9
my station venrly, hut none hias been recorded aecosn return m g sueeesdimg
venr. N fnily of this specien nests i the e dead oak tree abont one
hnnedeed feet east of the teaps each year, but there s no proof that at is the
saie fonndy, though thes sbiow faomlineity soth the traps and some of the
ndults wene hinds, probably vioe, There s some interchiannge of eaptired
bards between this stotion sod that of Rev, John A Brads,  Dr, Bty '«
Mation w2250 feet enst ol e, and s oalbso nenr the lake-shiore, e
bunds one of these birds on i sversge each vear,

There seem to be only two Gonhes of this species within half a e of
v banding station, o lack of sitnble dead teees for obtaoung food and
alsa for nesting-sites apparent by bemg the canse. None ol the Red headed
Woodpeokers winter hene by When the heechout crap s plenninild,
however, some xpend the entire winter i northern Ohio, Bandig an the
fature, of course, will determime whether or not the northern Olso wintering
birds are visitors (o faether northe FLCoHorrsas, 1001 Forest ¢ litre
Drive, Lakewomd, Ohio, -

A Red-headed Woodpecker Winters in New Hampshire. \t v
bandding stution i Antein, New Thanpsinre, aosingle Bed-headed Wt -
weher cMolanerpes crgtheovce pholas |y Fonrd-od-the-veur, wus banded on
.K'u\'mnlwr 250028 O this e by Jooking closely 10 was pros=ihle 10
note s few red feathers onits head. By Januars 30, 10209, about two-thards
of s head had heeome ped, the color coting in on the nape and upper
breast and spreadimg geadually aod slow v apswerd,  Onthe Sthool Febraary
a lidf-ineh band of juverial plamage was sull present, eneirching the tall,
For about two weehs following Febraars Sl the bind died not visit oy
station, but was reported at a fecding station o oule dhstant, whiels ot
visited Sor ahout two weeks, Adthoueh T did not seeat, inguiey =howed
thiat the bivd had not assamed adalt phage by Febirpary 10),

U'p to the first week of Febraars the bavd came to the station often,
eating suet and mizned geain o amd an ocenswonal sunthower seed, which ot
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opened in the manner of White-breasted Nuthatches, 1t dug a govd many
holes in an old perr tree near the house, in which it tucked away wrenin nil
wiet, which lnter n Hairy Woodpecker ate. 1t in interesting to note that
the habit of storing food in holer which it excavates is one nich practiced
by the California Woodpecker, a member of this genus, Thin Western
specios, as is well known, stores immense iumbers of acorns in_hotes which
the birds dig in the b or wood, forming food-supplics often termed
“eupbonnle,” Raenen b, Cavanry, Antrim, New Hamprhire,

Notes on Tempting the Birds’ Appetites. As my {rapping experi-
ence grows, 1 am more impressed by the necessity of varving the menus at
the station to meet the seasonal varintions in the natural food-supply and
the individual variations of taste within the species,

On the whole, the seed-caters will stand for a rather monotonous diet,
Cardinals will come for sunflower or hemp seed almost the year round,
while Song Sparrows and White-throats seem never to tire of Baby Chick
Feed mixesd with hemp.  Jays, on the contrary, are always looking for
variety, and who ean follow the enprices of 1 Cathind or a Thrasher?

To show the value of out-of-season food as bait, in spring, when wild
fruit is not to be had at all, an apple with the top cut out to expose the
pulp i a magnet to frwit-eaters, Catbirds come in n steady strean adl
duy, digging so energetienlly and skilfully that they leave nothing exeept,
the skin standing up around the bare core. Apples are also heloved Dy
Robins and ‘Thrashes, and the few Orioles 1 have banded have been baited
with apples.

With the caming of inseets and wild berries, apples lose their appeal and
the birds are likely to drift away more or less until the ceaseless demaunds
of their young bring them back to the station. At this time 1 find food
that is soft and moist is most attractive to Catbirds, Trashors, Jays, and
oven Nong Sparrows,  The Sparrows do not faney it for themselves,
though they pick it up gingerly to earry to the young, but the other ndults
eat it greedily themselves hefore taking great dripping mouthiuls to the
nest, A siall shallow pan made for haby chicks, it kept mll of bread nd
mithh, makes q ively station, as pareat birds fight for possession.  Milk alone
inomueh relished by Cathirds, and it is amusing to see how they tipple the
unacenstomed drink.  With the end of the nesting-season, the popularity
of the station declines, unless the bander can tind Tresh atteaetions, ad
even then it is ditferent to trap any exeept casual immature birds,

Where it is possible to distinguish individoal birds, it s interesting to see
that they vary somewhat in their tastes, s when one of a puir of Chickndees
devotes himseli to sunflower seeds, while the other prefers nut-crumbs or
grated cheese, :

One of my surprises hns heen the discovers that North Carolina birds
wtterly seorn suet in the coldest weather.

Cornbrend i a very valuable bait beeause it doeso not harden Tike wheat -
bremd, and the hiberal use of shortening makes it attractive even to insects
eaters,

Jays are more cagily trapped during the nesting-season than at any other
time in this loeality.  They will take great risks to secure food for the
voung. but afterwards | find them very wary.  In faet, when the winters
are open, though cold, the breeding-season is better for trapping, since the
great abundance of binds creates a demand for food, \\'hil]v in winter the




