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FUItTII!,:it OB,'41,•itVATION,• I)N Till..' BI,A{'K- 
TiliI½)ATI,•i) Bi,I'I,; WAit!ll,i,;it 

{)X May 27, 192•, i f,•tm,I the re.st of a IHack-throaled l}lue 
Warhh.r (!)rndrtdctt c. ca,rtdc.•rc.x) in !iohh.rn,.ss. New 
shire. i"ortuni•tclv the nest was still in the. ,.arli,.st stages 0f 
construction and t;onsist•.d of half a doz•,n thin slril• of xx'hii•, 
birchl•ark which were Io•lg•,d in th{, lriph, crotch of :t 
!aur{,I bush (. Ktdmt'tt Ittttfol/tt) nilt•, inches fron• the. 
The, position ch•st,l• for the, ft•lur{, •{,sl xx':ts i• dens•. I:ttir{.I. 
which extend{'d for •x'er a mih', cox's,ring a hillside heavily 
xv•..h,d with d{.eiduotls :tl•tl eonift,rotls lr{,{,s hord{,ring the 
short, of lmkc 

Th(, t]•,sl was w(,11 sh:q•e(l on Nlay 3()ill ()n th(. first of 

ollll'l' SII'111'1111'I' 0[' lhl' Ill'Sl %VIIS firmly w.en of •r. 
lu•rk lil•,rs, li•e dri•,d firasses. a•,l :• few s•,mll slril•s of 
birchl•ark. The inn•,r linin• xx':ts COml•.,,d o ti•e black 
roolh,ls nnd skunk fur. l'r•,x'i.usly. lht, 
!lh•e Wltl. ld•,l's of lids re•i.• us•.d hlack h,•rs•.hairs for lh•. 
i•mer linit•g •1' lheir n{'sls. tie,Ill this x'{.ar xvh,-• lhe 
xvh,• used lhe nei•hl.•ri• xvo.,l r.:.l d•'ox'•. :t tr•tvk i•sl•.:.t 
a h.rs{,. .Xs lh,.ir usu:d supply of h-rs•.h:tirs xx-:•s •,• I,•}•.r 
av:tilabh., sk•nk hairs xx'•.r•, t•sed ill s•.x'•.r:ll i•{.sls i•; ils 

Sl..cics which I had l•rex'i,,•t>ly sl•.lic, I. •h,. ch•ch xx':s. 
t• h:tlch i• Ixx'•,lx'e Io lhirl,',.• days. I •.l•.r•.•l ,':sch ,.• 
and w•,iffh,.,I lh,.i}t daily. { }n .l•ne 17th. xvh,.. I xv:•- 

caught o• :t i•r,•}• . I:t•,',,I which j•,rk,.;l •,•y h:.;,I :,•,,I •':•-,.,I 
the •'g• I.roll .•;l ,,1' il :tn,I dr, q• :sl.•tl >•.x',.• i•.h,.s. ,,•, •,, th,. 

I (,x:,]tiJii,d lh(' 11•'•I oil ,Jillit' I•lh :,t 5.15 x.x•. N,,•s,. ,,f' 
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for the injury, '!'h•, dent was so v•'ry slight that it did not 
seem prol•al•h, it would prevent the highly ineubal{,d egg 
from hatching. 

I.:nter(,d niy I)lind at 6.()5 .x.xt. Tit(, f(,mal(, r(.,turn(,d t(• th(, 

hh'lld(',l s,• I.,rfectlv witll lb(' hhl(,-•r(,('ll (d' tll(, shelt.q'ili• 

sllifl(,(l IH,r I)(•ili(sll Zlll(l Ih(,ll I1•,(I ll(,r hill ill th(, I)()ll()111 

h.,a,I t'l'(1111 •id(, t.•id(,, Nil,, h,fl the Ii(.sl lit 7,05 A,M, find t'(,,I 
n(.ar I)y, •ivinff "chil)l)ill•" •,,11 ,t lnt(,rvnl•. A nmh, llhlck- 
Ihr(,llc(I Ilhl(, Wm'l)h'r san• in the vicinity .' tll•, n(,,t. I)ut, 
did II()l lll)!)rs)m'h it. .•l 7.13 .•.•1. the f(,lnah, I'(,tllrn(,(l I() 
7.35 •.•1., t'(,lllllh, ill('111)zll('(J ('ffff• (llih'lly. 7..1t) ..•.M., 
1(41 t)(,•l. 7..11 .•.%t.. (,xanlim,d ii(,sl: (,ffff• I1()1 I)il)l)('(l. 7..15 
.•.xl., f(,llirll(, I'(,llll'll('(I litill illclil)al('(I ('ffff•. 7..17 .•.•8., I•,ft, 
I)li'fl(i. 9.:10 .•..•1., (,111(,r('(l hliml. I,'(,111ah' ()Ii ii(,sl. I)i(I 

I() IH,(,alillff •()111(,111ilJff ill tll(' I)()ll(Jlll. !),41 A.M., f('111rll(' I('ft, 
ll('sl. 9..13 .•.M.. llllll(' lit (m riln ()f I1•'•(. Thi• wa• th(' 
lilll(' ] saw 11illl 111)l)l'()a•'ll till, IH'sl. Ih. lLlS•) lll)t)('ltre(I 

(nisly s(,.,n :t t'(,nt:d*' (,t' this sp.,ei.,s disl).S*' .f .,figshells in this 
way. I alq)r.eh*'d Ilw t,,st, h.,li(,ving thai .J.' .f the th.d•lin•s 

IiiiiIiz(,1111,111, IllIt' tiny d",'l fledgling nfintts t•m, I•,g aml Ihiffh. 

The Ill=11•' I'Vllltlillt'tl ill IIH' vicinity td' 111•' IH'st. givinff 

"•'tllillff" aff•lill. II).1() .X.M.. t'•,mah, h,ft re,st. 11).2;I ,x.M., 
felltale I'•,ltll'l•'d t• first. 1I).2B ,x.xl.. I'•,t•lal•' !.'rclHd .n rilll 
()f ill,st "t,alillff," 11).27 .x,xt,, fi,tmth, still "•,atinff," !t).2tl 
.x,M,, f{'tlllll•, .,<till "•,•llillff," 11).30 A,M,, fi'tllal•' still 
10..15 .•.M., thislied t'o•ltah, a;HI •,xanfi;ied (,()1111,111s ()f 
'l'h•' I..lv-f 111•, d•,ml Ih,dglinff wns n.w half if-,. 11),53 
..x.M., t'cll•ah, i'ettll'lWd l.IH,st alHI illelll;•tted eftifs. I1.01 
! 1.0!) .X.Xl., fi'tmth, {.•lllilltl•,•l "•,lttillff." I I. 13 ,&.x;., mah, 

I!.IB .x.x;., fi,m•th, c.limwd "v=tlinff." II.lt) A.M., fi,lliilh, 

f('111•11(' i'(,111rtl(,(I, ('•111illll(,{I (,lllitlff IliHi "11'(,It(lillg" 
11.30 ..X.M., h'fl re'st. 11.3:1 ,X.M.. felttale ;'cttir;H'd. 
vati;tff. I;wlthated tiffs. 11.53 .x.xl.. ft,;nah' I;s{,{I bill i;i 
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11.55 A.•t., female left nest, carrying half an eggshell. 12 •.,' 
female returnyd. Appeared to trvad or turn the o•gs. 
bill in re,st. 12.10 I,.sL, f(,mah. h,ft nest. l.it in tr(• and 
wipvd bill, 12,20 I,.x•,, froruth, rvturm,d to n,.st. 12.30 
fvmah, h,ft 

12.3:1 v,x•,, vxamim,d re,st. Thv ,load fledgling had bvcn 
cOraldeftly disposed of, aml the sveoml pgg, which ha,I showed 
I1 .Ji[hl i•dvntalio•h It•d its vl•tirv •,•lll•,111s, had 

I•ippvd, 12,35 p,M., fcmah, rvlm'lwd aml inv•ll,a•vd 
12..15 I,.•L, fvm•h, h,fl m,sl. 12.50 v.xl., ! h.fl blind. 

![clt•rm,d Io Ihv blind scvc'ral IJlllvs d•ring Ihv aflcrm,m 
IllHi l'Xltlllilll'd Ihv lwsl. ["otll•,[ lhv fvmah, ilw•balil•g tim 
rvmaining eggs q•tivlly. At fivv. o'cl,wk [ Iookvd at the 
which wvrv m,t I•il•pCd. Then cntvrvd •hc blind. When 
h,fl al 5.15 v.s•., tlw fcmah, was on the re,st. 

.].m' I•11b, 7.55 A.xl., enlvrvd Idin,I. Thv fcmah. was •,ff the 
nvsl. I,]xamim,d cg•s aml f, amd Ihvy wvrv not pJlq•.d. 
Wits vXltCll•' t{iJrlvvll days sJltcc Ih•' i•lctlJ•atJoll period 

blind aml rvmaim,d Ihcrc. •.10 .t.•l., still m, sign of fcmah,. 
A •n:th, sat•g lwar by zv'cr-z.'•'r-z.'c•'. •.20 A.M., lily 
lit oI• Ihv rim of Ihv lwst, wilh al• il•sc('l il• his I,.ak. il•Sln'Ctvd 
Ilw eg[.a, alld Ihcl• l•'J'l Ihc lwst. No sigtl ,•f Ihv fcm:th'. 

IIicl with an aecidcl•l, .• cold win,I hh,w fr, m, Ihp htkv, 
IJw •'EgS Wvl'v I.q',m•i•g chilh,d, J,cfl IIw blind, 

III A,•I., vl•lcl'cd Idiad. No sign ,,f fvmah.. Eggs fch I,•k•,- 
warm, Ilcmaim,d in hlind. I 1.55 a.•l., I• .Jgll of villwr mah. 
orl'cmah,. 12.15 v.•l.,cg•sc,,hl. I,cfl Idiml. 

l[•'1111'11•'d Itl JlllvrYals •llll'Jll[ Ilw aflcrllootl and 
IIn, m,sl, AI • I'.•I,, • wit. c•lllvJllcvd Ill:tl I•1•. fcmah, had 
kilh',l and dvcidvd I•, Iry an cxpcrim•,l•l. I placed thv 

a mih, I'r•m• Ihv bliml. This Ilvsl col•l:tJm,,I f•lr 

Warbh,r's m,sl, 'l'h•, Ilhtck-Iltroah,d liltIv Warl,h.r'. ,,•gs h:t,l 

•Varbh,r's lwsl •tll,l foillid Ihal •,lw of I Iw Ill:tck-lhro:•lcd 
•Vltl'lllvl"s pg[s had halchvd[ Tied It scarh,I Ihrcad ,m the 
Ih,dgling's h,g, as a I•osilivc i,h.ntiticalion. 'l'hv scc, m,I 
was m•l 16ppcd and was $•,mcwhat discoh,rvd, s,, I rcm,,vcd 
from Ihe ovvr-crowdc•l m,s•. .I.m' 22,1, left N'cw !fatal>shire 
for Iwo days, 

,/.m, 23,1, 5 •,,•., vxamincd n•,stand found Jl h,,avilytihcd 



to ,me side, with the ymmg hird• it• a most •,rilous position, 
'!'• m)' r•,gr•,t the, I•hit'k-thro•d•,d I•hl•, •Varhh,r fledgling, heing 
tl., w•,ak•,st and •malh,st •f the, hro•J, had •,¾idently falh,n 
m' been er•w4ed otd of the, re,st hy its h•rger foster hroth•,rs. 

tlmt :it h'•i•t (m•, Ih,Jgling 
•m'('•,•sftdly r(,•r(,(I with t 

In sl)ih, •f the f•tct tirol thi• I{ht(,k-tlm•tt(,H l{Im, W•rhh,r's' 

I)r•,¾i-•l• ' I Ired m)t km)x*'• 

Ihi• llriu,li•'• , i• •lm•m• ill•½cli¾•rmlx 


