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LONGEVITY OF THE BLUE JAY' 

By E. C. Hor?•!nN 

Bns•:o largely on data obtained from birds in captivity, tho 
prevailing belief has been that some at least of our common 
birds reach an age of ten years or more, but information 
recently obtained from birds marked with mvtal rings or bands, 
based on returns, shows that the average life of a common 
bird, the i'url}le I.'ineh (('arlNMac.s imrl.trc.n p.rp.rc.s) for 
instance, is about two years, fSee M. ,l. Magee, B.IlcliN 
.Vm'lbcasl,'r. Bird-II. mliv•l ..Isam'/.lio., Vol. IV, 192•, pp. 
132 136, and lh,h,n (h'anger Whittle, Vol. V. 1929, p. 3S, by 
('. 1.. Whittle). 

!n the case of the II!ue Jay (('•ta.m'illa crist. t. 
tin' following information has been derived from marked 
birds. (If lhirly banded in 1924, one at h.ast survived until 
192S. or lhrcc per cent approximah,ly. (If sixty-four banded 
in 1924 and 1925, tiN,re were known to be alive three years 
lah'r in 1927 and 192S, four, or abotll six per cent. • 
hundred and six birds banded in 1924, 1925, and 1926, lhere 
st.'vix'ed two years hth,r in 192•i, 1927, ami 192•, ten, or ahout 
nine per ccnl. (•f one hundred and foriv-live bamh,d from 
1924 to 1927, in lh(. succeeding year foriy, or twenty-eight 
pvr cenl, survived. These data arv imlicah.d graphically in 
eharl below: 

Tin, cah'ulati,m of hm•t. vit.v x•ill I., di.,.u•vd in a futurv nun,l,•,r of IIH. Ihmlh.tin, For 
i,ll ac•.q•tllll Hf Ihv hmgex'.[y of •nlIH,r fot'• ,)f lift. •q,t* Ih,arl• I{a,x no d; Iltllnl, 11 l'ti.h,gy, 
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Fr,)m the average age of one and a half y(,ars, which the 
dais given above indicate the appr•ximat•' eXl•'ctatim• to 
Iw, I)orrowing a life-i.suranc(' term, it is (,vid(q•t that 
av('rage Jay liv{.s hmg (.n(•t•gh t() mat(', t(• r:•is(. a family 
p(,rhaps five, t(• h,av(, th(' .cst, which in this I.cality is ale.tit 
th(' first of Jt•ne; a.d the•, six m.•ths lat('r, al•-t•t th(, first (d 
I)(.(,(.mlwr, wh('n th(, y..ng I•ir(Is trove acq•fir(,d s•{tici(..t (,x- 
p(,ri(,.('(, to take car(, .f th(,ms•,lv(,s, this av(.r:•g(. lihw .lay 
d(,ad (,r missi•g. II i• p(,rtml)S .•t c.tir(.ly a c.i.('id(..c,, that 

s•pply, if limiwd, is •(,('d(,d f.r ttw s.rvival ,,f the. 
g('11('!'•il 

th,w(,v(,r, ()f c(,.sid(.ral)ly re.r(, i•l(,r(,sl t(• th(, .l•s(,rv(.r. a• 
('.mlmr('d wilh ()t•r av('rag(' lih•(. ,hty, is Ih(, ..•' bird i• 
()f th(, (.'igi.al .(,stli•gs {0+•) which s•)rviv(,d t. mate 
again th(' s(.('()•(I tim(.. ..k•(I the il•t(.r(,sl i•wr(.as(,s (.ach v(,ar 
as the •rviv,,rs ,h.cr('as(,. Wh(,n the tim(' f,)r th(, f-•rth 

(•rigi.al hird• will r(,main. This is als- th(' ctt•(. with •1•. 

fm•r tmndr(,d a•d (me arc n(•t(,d as r(,tt•r•fing th(, fm•rlh 
(•r ttl).•l Ihr('(' lwr c('.t. If th(. sam(, rati.s (.•nlimw, it is 
ch,ar that th(, .lay reiterating i• the seve•th y('ar i• (me bird in 
a lh-t•sa•d t() s•rvive. 

Th(,•c st•rvival rati()s may t•e ch(,ck('d appr.xi•at(.ly as 
f()llows. Asstmni•g (m(' tmndr('d adroit birds, •r lift)' pairs, 
•tarl •wsti.g .• April 1st, if a• avcrttg(' -• tix'(, .(,stli.gs are 
rais(,d p('r •wsl (if a re.st is d(,•tr()y(,d it i• In'-I)al•h' •hc 
will .(,st agai•), lh(,r(, will r(,st•ll tw. h..dr•.d a•l fifty 

cighl p(,r ('('111, (•1' al•-•l s{'x'('l)l)*, will rc•.:th• .•n .Xl•ril l>l -f 

Imml•(,r(,d al.)•l ;457 as •(,slli•ngs. TI., .•nl)(,r rc•.;ni•fi•n• .f 
lb(' (,.(' h•mdr(,d ad.ll• w()•hl I,(, •i.•, l)cr c•..l .f l lw 337, .r :•2. 

y(,ttr r(,s•lls i• a t.lal .f 102 t•d•ll I•ir, ls l,• .n:tl•, :t•n•l 

11 s(.(,ms l.'.hal•h, tirol lb(' .•mnl.,r •f I{hw .h•ys i• a city 

()l)lt•i•n(,d fr.m marki•g I)ir(Is which i•di(.;•tc• lh:tl I•ir, l•-•d- 
thc-y('ar -f c(.rlai• •p(,(,ics s(,;tll(.r h• all dirc(.ti•m• i• htte 
NI!111111('!', 



In I.akewood I estimate the liltif .hty p(spulation tt• about 
one hun(Ire(I mid sixty !)(.r S(lUa., mile, or M)(mt on(, I)ir(I to 
four tlC'l'(,s. I,ak(,w.()d is a hnilt-up city ]mvinR a polntlntio• 
()f al)out s(.x'(.tltX' tllOtlSttll(I itl tttl IIr('tt ()f slightly !(,ss tinin six 
S(l•ntr(. lilih'•. i'oti•(,(l•t('titJy the itlf()rtliation pr(,•(,tit(,(t here 
ll)tLy ll()l J)(' e(mlpar21J)l(, wilh lllat (h,riv(,(I •1'()111 farin 
I eal)lur(, I•l>' Bhi(, ,lays ill a wire (Ir(•l)-lrap (•(.e (.*()v('r 

I()-II I;•r('•( ('lifl. Drive, I..k(.w(..l, ()hio. 

.'• I;()1'11 .'%l()N'l'll,q' ('.'•MI)AI(iN B.'•N1)IN(; 1'1'111)1.1'1 

I,'l X( 'l I 

Tin,: •lli (,f I,'4,l)rnar,%', IW.),•, saw u•4 ()n ih(, way l() N()lllh 

New [,'.nRlan(I viii:m(' •nrr(mn(l(,d hy •(..1 I)it'(I (,()unit'y. 

hla(,kh(.rry h(,d•(, :tt the ha(,k .f mir yard, w(, 

Ih(' litlie a%ll(mmti(* Ira l) whi(*h w(, t()ok wi(h 

l'()nr hmMre(I, Th(, •th (aml last) Tr(,(, •l)arr(m' 

Ih(' idea hil him •n(hh,t•ly, and Ill wilh lb(, I"in(,h(,• I)(,si(h, th(, 
I'()()d, I,;i•hl II(,dl)()11s mad(, am)lher (lay nl(,immd)h, 
similni'ly sn(hh,n visit, and one ()f lh('m ae(luir('(I Ih(' hahit 


