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sonw support to the theory that this species does not breed 
durin• the first year, hut on the other hand these birds may 
have heen breodin• on their wintering-grounds, for according 
to !h.nt • aml Forhush: ('oremen Terns do hreed occasionally 
on llw coast of Venezuela. 

I)uring the summer of 192a one Imndrod and sixty-five adult 
'l'crns were trapped on their nests at Tern Island. Included in 
this numhm' were live which wore two or three years old. While 
these recoveries are too few to have any n,al signilicaneo, they 
do •ive some slight support, suhjecl to later "quanlity trap- 
pin•." to the theory lhal the ('ommon Tern ,lots not hreed 

Ihl lhc oilier hand, lhc followm• reeovvry should nol he 
ovcrl,.,kvd. No. ;{hi2111 was h:lnded nl ('hnlhall h Mllsslt- 
('{llt-vllS, Oil .Inly I I. 1923, and was rceovcl'vd ill tho hciKhl of 
the {WI'I'I{ilIg-S('11SOII Ill'Ill' I{1(' ('kll'('111(' IlOl'lhlq'11 lilllil of l{le 
•p•'civs' {Wccdiltg-I'liligc air,IlK t{to At{:lllli(' ('lmst, lit I.itlh' 
]-hind, Ncwfonndland, a year later ahnosl to the cxm'l day 
of handiiig. {.'rom f:iets gathci'cd to dai% 1he qltosti.n 
w{tct{icr tilt' ('.linttoll '{'crn hi'cods the vv:tr after hatchlnK is 
enlire{y a hi:liter of colijccttire, :lib{ it i]• lhe wrilcr's hope to 

of hal•ded I•psli•g birds. 
•Vhih' lhe ahovc rcc.rds d,, not conlain all the information 

de-ired. l{l•'y SllgK('sl inh,rcsling {)ossihililics. 
'tuhurnd:dc, .M:•ssachus4,! Is. 

SYSTI,:MA'I'I(' ORNITII()I,O(•Y AND BII•,I)-BAN!)ING 

S'I'S1'EMMI'11' Ol'llilhololzy , its i•elwrally tlllderst()od, consists 
largely of lb0 classilieatioil of birds: l lntl is, first, the grollidng 
into (H'd('I'S, familivs, and g('llol'lt, Illin attoml)tin[ to arrang0 
'these grollltS, lb,' smalh,r within the htrgor, ill all orderly so- 
qU('lleo lhal, h(,sl Cxl•rcsses I heir relal ionships; re,to.d, disl rilnl- 
lion of the various gronps, aml the relincmcnt of the Sl.,cics , 
i.r. In'caking th(, s!.,cics into •eo•raphieal tillitS or subsl)eeios; 

• l•,ont, A (' , Ihdl,'tin II;• t . ,,4. Naitonnl Museum, i*. 248, 
? l:,•rbtlsh. I'] I1., P, ir,is ,ff Mas•.n,.htlsells nnd o•her .Xt.w l':nalaml s•.•,es, V.I. I, p. 107. 
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,h,tin,'d • "pr,,f,.•i•m:d•," n.n wh. h:•v,, un,h,r their (,:11-1, 1:•1'•. 

wh• d•,v.te their liw'• Io the •lu•ly .f lhi• m:tl•.ri•tl'. •l•i• 
wh.h'-he•u'le, I best, each :u'e.rdi•l. his •w•t lights. l. 
lhe seie•ce .f 

li•l l• •te•lt•i•'t. fir•l-hand fi•,hl exl.rie•,c•' with h•s •tl•j•'cl. 
Much •1' his I•.•lel'ial ha• c.me l- him t't'•111 the 
e•lh,elor" :u•,l e.•tl:filts lillh, inl'-r•t•:tli.lt, •'xcel)l Ill:if 

experiet•Ce I1 IIIII11 has i;t {':trly lift', lh•, I•ell{.r h{. is equipped 
•1{; sli'aiffl•l syslell•:tlie w.rk as he ffr.ws ,•hh.r. 
Sushki• alw:tys s:ti,I II•:tl ht' was m•lch h,'lpe,I in 
lht, res•111s •f his :t•s:tlo•.ieal work if he kn•.w the species xvhieh 
h{' was slltd)'in• ill life. I"- il•sla•ce, il is dilli•'ull I- It'll 

laid side hvside i• series,hill h.wdil¾•,r•,ullvlh•..•, I•ird•:tel 

In lhis j.m'•al {X'•I. III, N-. 2. 1927, pp. :l:l 35) the, I:tl•. 
l,'.rhush lisled IWeltl)'-st,v{,11 pr,•hh..•s f.r Iltt, I•ird-h:tmh.r. 
m.:trly •.x'•,ry one •f lhese ln'-•h'm•. if carried -•tl 
•t•;•l wilh a•le•l•;al{, ;•l:tl{,rial exlen,li;lff over :t slttti•'i•,•ll 
{;f liu•{,, should furnish a vnh•:d•h, e.•tlrih•tli.• I- 

'l'h•' hird-ba•der has .•, :ttlx':t;•l:tff{, .x'er the' 
lh. h:u•dh,s alive n c.•sidernl,h. ll•mlher •f "i•.livi,ll•:diz•,d- 
birds, som{,li;.{,s lh{, sa;m, bird s•.x'{,r:d •l/t)'s .r {,x'{'l• week- il; 
sm'eessi.n, in which ease h•' c•tn slu•ly I1•{' x'ari.•s 

humhers .f birds, lh{, r{,c.x'crv•ff which h.it•ls Io i•p. rl:tl•l 
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migralion'of a species, its rotit(, of migration, or the winter 
h.m•, .f it "gr•up." 

II•ln(I ill hnn(I with I)ir(I-I)an(ling e()nw• th(, study of life- 
hi•f.•ri(,s, a (h,lnih,d (,•u'(,l'ul lb,hi •111(ly i)f It •l)('ei.'•, I)l,ginnillg 
wifh i.(illl'lshi 1) all(I n(,•l-I•uihliflg, IIw ri,htli()n i)f •l,x(,•, 

(hll2• ahmg Ih(,s(, lilies. II is •t•l(•lli•hil•g h()w iIIItlly glil)s 
lll:llll f• I, lilh,d if• .m' kn.wh,d•e .f the lifi.-hi•lm'ie• .f wen 

whi(.ll al'(, illh,(lllal(,ly ri't)r(,s('lll(,(I ill c(ilh'('lillllS •ln(I 
wll,•c r(,l:lli.•sllil)s ll(i (l•l('•li()l• can hi, rai•ed. '1'1.. 
i('• eft' Illlief ill' (llll' n:llivc hinls :ire l)i'(,11y well Ill•(h'l'•l..I, 
I•l;l•J3' Ih(' lifi'-hi•t•ry is well w.l'ked (lilt, hut f(ir Ii(,:11'ly (,very 

It i• i.)w well r(,i,•,glfiz(,•l Ihat Ih(, hird life .[ a giv('ii 

Illlief I)(' n'ff:•nh'd -tdy as :l I)arl (if :t wh.le: the hirds •f New 
I'•lghln•l'mu•t I•(, I'(,gal'd(,d il• ('.lm(,('li(•ll with lh(•s(, (•f N()rlh 
Alll(,ri(':l, lh(•(, id' X.lh .•m(,rii'a with Ih.s(, (if Ih(, w.rhl. The 
sy•l('111illi•l •il:li•l:liil• ('-11:l('l • with •ysl('111211 i•l• ii• .lh('r 

I•(,l'h:lli• the •ll'iltll.ll•lgl(.ill wl)l'l•s ifi' lh(. I'lillll'l, llHly have 

illill (llll, •r(,:•l ('•llllrtlllllilll•. Ih.t•.,t•l,•,v lifts i• g('llil•g Ill 
I.-rv :•l,I il.•r•, :li• ;IC•'-f •l•'('iali•ts. I'1 i• il•st :l• II'11i, ill 
th--•y :• xv(,11 :is i• :lllylll•tlff ('1•'. • •l•ll'l ('l'iti('is•' the •3'•' 

11]]•' IIVI'I'1111'11• lite s('il'tllili(' II:1111(' ill' (•11(' •11' V(1111' I'av(iril(' 

,•rl•ith•,l,.•y, wh:lt •,, ;ill h.q. will I. i• •.lid, ,.ll.h•rill•, 


