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SECOND LIST OF MIGRATORY SPECIES WHICH 
RETURN TO THEIR FORMER NESTING AREAS 

BY CHARLES B. FLOYD 

I•' the October, 1926, number of the Bulletin of the North- 
eastern Bird-Banding Association, pp. 85 and 86, Charles L. 
Whittle published a list of thirty-six species of migratory birds 
that commonly breed in the territory covered by the activities 
of ttie Northeastern Association that have been taken as 

returns on or near the place they were born or on or near their 
former nesting places. Later, two species were stricken from 
this list, namely the Ring-billed Gull and Common Cormorant. 

It is necessary to define the word "nesting-place" as Used 
here. In general, it means the immediate area of nesting. 
It is generally recognized that many birds have well-defined 
breeding areas and that the nmnber of species nesting in a 
restricted territory is limited.x If, therefore, a Catbird re- 
turns to rear its young in the approxinmte area in which it 
previously nested, or in which it was hatched, using the same 
general territory to range and feed over that it did in a previous 
year or years, it is considered as returning to its former nesting- 
place. A Barn Swallow making its home under the same or a 
nearby roof; a Bank Swallow using the same bank or an 
adjacent one; a Chimney Swift taken in the same chimney 
or a neighboring flue, are classed as returning to the same 
nesting-place or breeding area. Permanent residents are, of 
course, excluded, as are species that have a greatly restricted 
migration, for example, the Chickadee, White-breasted 
Nuthatch, Downy Woodpecker, and Starling, unless it can be 
shown that birds of these species have actually migrated and 
returned. It is confessedly difficult to define in advance what 
shall be considered a return in all cases under consideration, 
but where doubt exists an explanatory note will be added. 

It is hoped to gather information of this sort regarding every 
migratory species or race within the limits of the four regional 
associations and to publish it from time to time. This infor- 
mation will appear in tabulated form for ready reference (and 
will be elaborated by additional notes) under the following 
heads: Species or race, sex, age, number of individuals: 
locality, etc. 

To the list already published I can add fourteen, bringing 
the total number to forty-eight. • 

1See Howard, H. Eliot: "Territory in Bird Life." Mrs. L. C. Hamill refers to "terri- 
tory" as the "range-limits" of paired Song Sparrows during the nesting period.--See this 
Bulletin, Vol. I, pp. 7-10, 1925. Whittle uses the expression "nest spacing" in describing 
the area referred to by Howard as "Territory." See this Bulletin, Vol. II, p. 78-81, 1926. 

aBirds starred were printed in Whittle's original list. Additional details are given here. 
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Banders have had interesting experiences in connection 
with the recovery of some of the species. Dr. Daniel W. 
Shea banded a brood of Chipping Sparrows in the Sarah A. 
McCarthy Sanctuary, Greenland, New Hampshire, in 1926. • 
The nest was built in a grape-vine. The following year one 
of the nestlings returned to Greenland with a mate and their 
nest was placed in the same grape-vine that was the birthplace 
of one of the pair the previous year. Another banded in 1926 
returned to the Sanctuary and bred in a climbing rose-bush 
two hundred feet from the spot where it was reared. 

A Bank Swallow banded by Dayton Stoner on July 8, 1925, 
as a fledgling was recovered on July first of the following year 
in the same gravel-pit, twenty yards from the hole where it 
was hatched. 

An Eave Swallow banded by Vernon Haskins on June 10, 
1924, returned the next year and was recovered on June 29th. 
The following account by Mr. Haskins is of interest: "The 
Eave or Cliff Swallow you mention was banded by me at 
Durham Center, New York, on the tenth day of June, 1924, 
and was the tenth bird that I ever banded. It was an adult 
and was captured on the nest under the caves of a granary. 
It appeared very tame and was reluctant to leave my hand. 
On June twenty-fifth, 1924, I re-caught the bird easily, as 
before, by putting up a ladder and climbing to the nest, 
reached in and secured the bird. On June twenty-nine, 1925, 
I again re-caught the bird as I did the year before. The new 
nest was built in almost the identical place as during the 
former year. Since then I have not captured this bird. It 
bears b•nd No. 119341." 

Mrs. Horace C. Durham of Wellesley, Massachusetts, has 
banded over eight hundred birds from a second-story window 
shelf, representing twenty-four species. Of this number 
fifty-two were Rose-breasted Grosbeaks: The adults brought 
their young to the shelf to feed, and mature Grosbeaks of 1926 
were taken in 1927, and the young of July, 1927, banding 
appeared on the feeding shelf in the same month of 1928. 

Auburndale, Massachusetts 

•Shea, Daniel W.: Bulletin N.E.B.B.A., Vol. IV, No. 1, p. 3. 


