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in the spring migration of 1925, 1926, or 1927, and the species has been
relatively even less common in the field.

On May 27th we found a White-crowned Sparrow seriously ill. The
bird, a male, was unable to fly and offered little resistance to capture. It
was breathing heavily and felt hot to the hand. We placed it in a cage
at first, but as it seemed discontented, we gave it the range of the room.
After hopping about on a tour of inspection, it returned to the cage, and,
pulling a piece of bread from the cage, proceeded to eat part of it. The
bird remained in that place for several hours but that evening was found
dead in a corner of the room under a bureau.

We sent the bird to Dr. E. E. Tyzzer, of the Harvard Medical School,
for examination, and received the following report: “Bird shows marked
emaciation and feathers matted with white, chalky material posteriorly.
There is massive, rather dry cheesy exudate over the surface of the heart
from which there is a growth of mould. There is also a thick layer of
similar material between gizzard and the body wall. Both lungs are
largely replaced with firm, dry material. The diagnosis is pulmonary
mycosis with extension to pericardium and abdominal cavity.”

We dare not venture the opinion that herein lies the explanation of the
scarcity of the species at Wells River during the past season, in view of its
abundance elsewhere. We should like to know the status of the species
as regards abundance or scarcity on its nesting-grounds.

During the week or ten days preceding the finding of this individual, we
had been having much rainy weather, a condition favorable to the growth
of fungi.—WENDELL P. SmiTH, Wells River, Vermont, June 8, 1928.

A White-breasted Nuthatch Age-Record.—Miss Rachel Caughey,
of Antrim, New Hampshire, reports the following captures of a White-
breasted Nuthatch at her banding station: banded May 14, 1923, repeating
twice in 1924, five times in 1925, once in 1926, and once in 1928. As the
bird must have been at least about a year old when banded, it was approxi-
mately six years old when last taken, May 5, 1928.

Purple Finch Returns.—M. J. Magee writes from Sault Ste. Marie,
Michigan, that during last May (1928) he was just about “swamped’’ with
Purple Finches. During this month he banded over 800 of this species
and had about 150 returns.

A Return-4 Junco.—1t is always of interest to secure information as to
the persistency with which any migrating bird returns either to its nesting-
area or to its wintering residence, as these habits are of biological signifi-
cance. Such records also will determine the average age of different species.
The above Junco (Junco h. hyemalis) was banded by L. B. Fletcher in
Cohasset, Massachusetts, January 25, 1923, the returning dates being
February 4, 1924; January 30, 1925; March 25, 1926; and January 10, 1928.
The bird was accordingly at least five and one half years old.

Purple Finch No. A6111.—An example of the seemingly erratic habit
of the Purple Finch of wandering about at random is found in No. A6111,



