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station here and forwarded to him at the Muscum of Com-
parative Zodlogy, Cambridge, Massachusetts, where he was -
conducting his investigations, Professor Sushkin regards the
various races of Hesperiphona v. vespertina as belonging to the
Hawfinch group with its nearest relatives occurring in the
Himalo-Tibetan Zoogeographic Province.  Professor Sushkins
findings were published in The Auk, Vol. XLII, 1925, pp.
256-261.

Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan,

March 18, 1928

EDWARD HOWE FORBUSH
BY JOHN B. MAY, M.D.

Tur achievement of three score years and ten is a notable
event in the life of any man and the seventieth milestone
cannot be passed without some recognition.

IEdward Howe Forbush, the first president of the New
England (later the Northeastern) Bird Banding Association,
was born in Quincy, Massachusetts, on April 24, 1858, the
son of Leander Pomeroy Forbush and Ruth Hudson (Carr)
Forbush. He comes of sturdy New Englind ancestry, the
first Forbush or Forbes having settled in Cambridge before
1660.

While still at a tender age, his appetite for exploration and
adventure beeame evident, and he had already attempted an
exploration of unknown waters, his eraft a disearded packing
box and his paddle a broken hoard, before he was seven years
old, at which time his family removed from Quiney to West
Roxbury.

In 1865 West Roxbury was still a farmning region, with
considerable areas of woodlands still persisting, and here the
boy’s outdoor tastes and his love for wild life developed apace.
Aside from school hours, a great deal of his time was given up
to exploring the woods and fields with their myriads of inter-
esting inhabitants. He became an omivorous reader of out-
door books, and began to shape his life work at that time,
He studied drawing and modeling, and at the age of fourteen
taught himself taxidermy. About this time his family moved
again, to Worcester, where he beeame a member of the
Worcester Natural History Society, and his studies and ficld
trips began to show results in the form of printed articles
on birds.
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When he was nineteen years old he spent several months
with a friend, exploring and colleeting in Florida, at that
time n veritable puradise for the naturalist.  This wax the
first of many scientifie journeys to he made, in the course of
which he visited practieally every state east of the Misstssippt,
the northern states to Washington, and much of Canada.
His thirtieth vear found him on the Pacific Coast, living a
most adventurous life with Indians, trappers and fishermen,
while he traveled the ragged shores of Washington Territory
and British Columbia in seareh of natural history spechnens.
It was during this trip, in September. ISSS, that he obtained
the first speeimens of a new race of the Lincoln Sparrow,
which was later deseribed and named for hin, by his friend,
Willizim Brewster.

In 1893, M. Forbush was appointed “llll?ll()l()ghl to the
Massncehusetts State Board of Agriculture, in recognition of
his work in cconomie ornithology,  His rescarches on the value
of birds to agriculture, hortiealture and forestey, led to in-
ereased appreeiation, and in 1908 the official title of State
Ormithologist was conferred upon him by the Board. In
1921, he boeame the first Direetor of the Division of Ornithol-
oy, following the reorganization of the various state hoards
and commissions, and it is from this position that he retires
this month, baving reached the age at which retirement is
compulsory under the Acts of the Massachusetts Legislature,

IFor thirty five years, then, Mr. Forbush has been the
official ornithologist of Massachusetts, under one title or
another.  He is a member of many seientific and  conservation
societies.  He beeame an associate member of the American
Ornithologists Union in 18SST, and was later eleeted a Nember,
then a Fellow, of that organization.  He is a Life Member aned
former President of the Worcester Natural History Associa-
tion: a Founder, and for twelve years President of the Massa-
chusetts Audubon Society; he was for many  vears i corre-
sponding member of the Nuttall Ornithological Cluly, and he is
ficld agent for New Engiand of the National Association  of
Audubon Societies,

Always farseeing and progressive, NMr. Forbush was quick to
see the many possiblilties for the advancement of ornithology
through bird bunding.  When the New England Bird Banding
Arxocintion was formed, he was selected as the logieal choiee
for its first president, and his interest did much to deternine
ity place among ornithologieal organizations,  As soon as the
Associntion was firmly established, however, with characteris-
tie modesty, he refused recleetion.  He has maintained his
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interent, however, and his office at the State House has served
as a elearing house for bird banding information. His
monthly bulletin, “Items of Interest,” published by the
State Depurtment of Agriculture, contains notes of value to
bird banders in every issue, and he has also contributed to the
pages of the Bulletin of the Northeastern Bird Banding Asso-
ciztion, articles of much timely import,

It is theeefore most fitting that the Associntion, through its
Ofticers and Couneil, should extend to Edward Howe Forbush,
its heartiest congratulations and good wishes on the oceasion
of his approaching anniversary.,

TREE SPARROWS RETURNING RATIOS

BY CHARLES L. WHITTLE

IN past numbers of the Bulletin 1 have published so much
of the history of a year's eaptures of Purple Finches and Cat-
birds as is revealed by returns for a succession of years,  The
matter is discussed under the headings “Returning Ratios’’
and “Survival Ration.”  Nee the Bulletins, Vol. 11, No. 2,
P A9, and Vol THL Noo 3, pps 58 and 60, These eatios had

to do with species returning to their nesting-grovnds,

During the present winter seaxon (1927 28) 1 have secured
similar rtion of some interest of o species, the ‘Iree Sparrow
(Spizella . monticola), returming to its wintering-grounds, and
while the history is perhaps not completed for the present
geason (1927 28), it seems best to place the fuets on record.
This record is given in a condensed form in the following tuble:

Band Date of Returng in Returns in
No. Banding winler seagon winler season.

1926-27 102728
AINISS  Jan. 30, 1926 Jan. 12, 1927
A26625  Feb. 4,1926  Dec. 7, 1926 Jan, 29, 1928 Return-2
A20725  Feb, 5, 1026 Jan. 16, 1927 Jan. 29, 1928 Return-2
A26730  Feb. 8§, 1926 Jan. 290, 1928 Return-1
A26734  Feb. 6,1926 Dee. 8, 1926 Mar, 11, 1928 Return-2
A26739  Feb, 7, 1926 Jan, 16, 1927 )
A26784 Mar. 7, 1926 Jan. 16, 1927  Febh. 18, 1928 Return-2

The six returns-1 recorded in the winter season of 1026-27
represent fifty per eent of the twelve Tree Xparvrows banded
the previous season. It should be stated, however, that thir-




