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ABNORMAL YELLOW COLORATION OF SWANP
SPARROWNS

BY LDWARD GOULD ROWLAND, M.,

NiINckE publishing my “Notes on Swamp  Sparrows”
(\hhm,nzu georgiana) in the July, 1925, nimnber of the Bulletin
af the Novtheastern Bird- Ihuu//uq/ Axwociation, T have handed
muny birds of thix species, new fnets have come to dight, and
n plnhlmn has arvisen which appears (o he warthy of further
investigation,

My teaps, varying in namber from nine to twelve aml of
virions designs, were all loeated on the edge of @ swap in
which grew ent-tails and alders, interspersed with griss tos-
socks,  Around the edge of the swamp was o miseellaneons
growth of red osier dogwood, raspherry and  blackberry
bushes, and spirea. The water-level varied at intervals, aned
occeasionally T had to move my traps back in order to attend
to them properly.  For bait I used hread-érumbs, ehick-feed,
and gristmill sweepings,  Swamp Xparrows bred here, as was
evideneed by the fact of very voung birds heing trapped as
carly as June 25th,

This problem concerns the status of abnormally  colored
Swiamp Sparrows having an excess vellowness occurring hefore
the eye, s a supereiliary band, oceasionally the axillars, ete.

Since my observations were made, in 1925 and in 1926,
several references e the literature to aboormally  colored
Swamp Sparrows have been brought to my attention by
Cluerles L. Whittle in o letter recently received. These ref-
erences follow my own observations at the close of this paper.

A T have had the good fortune to band a considerable
pumber o thix species, some ax nesting hirds and others ax
migrnnts, w tabnlar record of the same s offered helow:

SWAMP SPARROW BANDING RECORD BY YEARS

Agen Ureletormined K Pimintore
1924 72
14025 a0 %
e 1 : 23
177 31

The migration of Swamp Sparrows in 1926 lasted only four-
teen days as against twenty-four days in 1925, The first bird
was trapped in 1926 on September 19th, the last on October
3rd.  During this short season | 1r.l|)|w«l seven yellowish
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birds. No yellowish bird hns been trapped in spring, and
none earlier in the fall than September 19th,
Of the birds banded in 1925 many showed more or less
yellow hefore the eye: eleven were conspicnously so marked.
The details of these eleven almormally yellow Swamp
Sparrows, which were probably young in first or second winter
plumage, appear below:

No.  Banding date Remarks
ABOSSG Nept. 24, 1924 Yellow lores,
AZ2N05 Sept. 28, 1025 Yellow lores and siden of head. Bend of wing
: and line over eve vellowish,

Ad2032 Ot O, 1925 Yellow lores, chin white speckled with faint gray
spots,

AB2060 Oct. 17, 1925 \lolln\\' lores; bend of wing, line over eye, and
chin canary yvellow,  Yellow axillary  feathers,
Chin fecked with dark spots, with two black
atripes,  Post-ocular line Lrillimn black.

ANTID Nept. 19, 1926 Yellow lores,

ANOTIN  Nept, 26, 1926 Yellow Tores and hend of wing.

ANOTES Nept, 29, 1925 Yellow-tinged throat,

ASOTAL Sept. 30, 1026 Yellow-tinged thront,

ANDTAN  Oct. 1, 1926 Sides of head and throat yellowisl,

ANOTAL Oct, 2, 1926 Phroat and hend of wing yellowish,

ASOTHE Oct. 3, 1920 Thront and bend of wing yellowish,

It ix thought probable sinee the yellow ecoloration wus
found only on birds trapped after September 23rd, when my
known nesting birds of this species had disappeared from the
station, that they were birds breeding to the north of
Belehertown,

The foregoing was written many months ago, but publica-
tion was withheld until speeimens of the birds could be ob-
tained for exhibition. The editor, however, now advises in
the light of past references in the literature to abnormally
vellow Swamp Sparrows that my examples of abnormally
colored birds be placed on record, and that an effort be made
to trap and colleet this speeies in the same swamp in which
my hirds were trapped in the hope of definitely determining
their status.  Although T am no longer a resident of Beleher-
town, I have made arrangements with Dr. George 15, MePhers
son to earey on the suggested investigation this coming fall,
It is desieable, however, that any bander handling this species
should keep the problem in mind, and should others teap bivds
expecially vellow, it is hoped that they may he able to have
them eritically examined by an expert ornithologist.  Mr,
Whittle's notes follow: :

“In Baird, Brewer, and Ridgway’s ‘History of North
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Amerienn Land Birds,' plate XLV, Vol T, 1874, fig. 9, there
‘is 0 colored hend of u wpurrow having the nnme Passerculux
caboti below, the bird having the number ‘62373, Nahant'.
This figure shows a grayish-white supereiliary line terminating
anteriorly in a yellowish spot,  Oddly enough the text of the
~work mukes no mention of this hird, which is now in the
Smithsoninn Institution,  Mention of this bird next appears
in the literature in the Bulletin of the Nuttall Ornithologieal
Club, Vol VI, 1883, page 58, where Coues refers to it as
‘a young Melospiza palustrix, in a plinnage hitherto anrecog-
nized in which there is a decided yellow spot bhefore the eve,
and a vigoe vellowish saffusion of the cheeks and throat,’
Couex also states (p. 38) that he had Lely received a Swamp
Sparrow from S. W Willard of West DePere, Wisconsin,
having a vellow loral spot ‘about as in A memodramus maritimus
und nearly ax breight as in Zowotrichia albicollis.'

“Tu The Auk, Vol THLISSG, pp. 277, under the title *lm-
ature Deessof Melospiza padustris’, hy RUL Bulley, appears a
second note onon young female of this species taken in Canton,
Ohio, October 16, 1885, of which Bulley writes that this bird
dilters from adults as follows:  “Supereiliary line pale hat
distinet  lemon-yellow;  erown dark  chestnut-brown, only
slightly darker on the forchead, where the black streaks
heeome more numerous, without any of the bhright chestout of
the adults; medinn line ashy, faintly tinged with yellowish;
sides of head and lower throat faintly tinged with vellowish
brown, which color extends along the front half of the eervieal
collar; the black streaks on the baek and the bay on the wings
less prominent.”  He comments further on the bird, writing,
“The yellow supereiliary line * * * being so distinet, and con-
trary to the usual deseription of the genus, seems to be worthy

—of the attention of ornithologists,”  Coues, as a4 member of the
editorial stafl of The Awk, remarks in parenthesis coneerning
Bulley’s note: “This is another case of Passerculus caboti.

“The next published referenee 1o Passerculus caboti appears
in Ridgway’s ‘Birds of North and Middle Ameriea,” part 1,
p. 384 under the synonymy of Melospiza georgiana, where he
refers to the Nodunt bird as an immature M, georgiana with
ntvellow tinge to the head,’ '

Regarvding the Passercalus caboti, 1learn from Mr, Ridgway
that he and Professor Baird diseussed the matter of o name for
the type specimen in question, and that he (Mre, Ridgway),
as he reealls the matter, suggested the speeifie name caboli,
both helieving that it represented a variation of the Swunp
Sparrow.  Mr. Ridgway also writes: ‘Should this prove to be
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the case, the name caboti would, under the rules, hold as being
hased on the color figure cited, together with mention in the
Birds of North and Middle Ameriea * * * .

“Irom Alexander Wetmore I learn that the Nahant Bird,
No. 62373, is represented in the Smithsonian colleetion only
by the head and neck and that it was shot by Dr. Samuel
“Cabot, Jr., no sex or date given,”

Norwich, Connecticut (State Hospital)

EVENING GROSBEAK RECOVERIES
BY M. J. MAGEE

At my banding station at Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, I
have banded 876 Evening Grosheaks ( Hesperiphona v, ves-
pertina), 192 during the present winter, 1927-28,
Out of a total of 684 banded between Mareh 25, 1923, and
the present winter, I have reports of five recoveries, as follows:
110630 Adult female,  Banded Mareh 23, 1924, Killed at St. Charles
County of Bellechasse, some twenty-five miles east of the city of
Quebee, Canada, Mareh 9, 1926,
G8450  Adult male,  Banded March 15, 1926, Killed by striking o

telegraph-wire at. MeMillan, Michigan, about seventy miles west
of the Soo, early in July, 1926,

338520 Adult male. Bawded March B4, 1925, Trapped at West Hart-
ford, Connectient, January 30, 1925, by Mrsc 1L G Pratt,

303434 Adult male. Banded Pebruary 27, 1927, Found at Lorette-
ville, three miles from the eity of Quebee, Canada, February 10,
14925, by Mr. M. Verret,

462170 Adult female.  Banded March 10, 1927, Trapped ot Hunting-
ton, Massachusetts, February 22, 1928, by Mr. Don V. Messer.#

In addition to these, Mr. Charles 1. Whittle has sent me the
following vening Grosheak recovery records taken from
reports of the Burenu of Biologieal Survey, or from unpub-
lished sourees: “The tirst recorded recovery of a banded Even-
ing Grosbeak was of a bird, No, 10090, banded by Mis, Alice
B. Pratt in Middleborough, Muassachusetts, April 27, 1922,
which was trapped by George . Priest in the city of Brockton,
Massachusetts, April 3, 1924, Brockton is approximately
seventeen miles nearly due north of Middleborough.

*An additionn) recovery hias just been reported by the Biologien) Survey, nanely Fvening
Girosbenh AN2043 Danded by me March 26, 1927, wan found exhausted by A0 H Roper ut
Menominee, Michigan, Mareh 17, 1025, Menoininee is one hundred il ninety miles
wouth of west of the Soo, just on the Wiscousin line, A letter from Mr, Roper atutes that
the ied died the next day.




