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At the time of banding, her weight was 27.75 grams, and when re-
captured she weighed 28.50 grams, showing that she was well nourished.
It is doubtful, however, if she could have fed herself properly on the normal
food of the species gleaned in the customary way.

The next day after the operation, she had regained her old-time feeding-
habits and at the same time a renewed self-assertion not observed during
the previous month.

On December 24, 1926, it was apparent that the culmen was already
considerably longer than the lower mandible. As seen with hird glasses
the disparity amounted to about one-eighth of an inch—CuarLEs L.
WHaITTLE, Cohasset, Massachusetts.

Nestling Sparrow Hawks (Falco s. sparverius). One evening last Mav
my friend Mr. George C. Deane, of Cambridge, told me that a pair of
Sparrow Hawks had nested under the eaves of his house and were then
feeding their young. I had always coveted a pet Sparrow Hawk and
asked if it would be possible to reach the nest.

A few days later he told me that the young birds were visible at times
and seemed pretty well fledged. A long extension ladder being available,
I decided to try to get one of the young birds.

The nest was built just below the wide overhanging eaves, where a |
rain-conductor passed down between two supporting brackets. The nest
itself was a flat platform of rubbish on the bend of the pipe and the young
might easily have fallen to the ground. Four partly fledged nestlings,
with stubby wings and tails, and still showing considerable white down,
were in the nest. There were three females and one male, showing the
characteristic sex differences plainly. 1 banded all four birds and put
two of the females back, keeping a pair. These two birds are shown on
the cover of this Bulletin as photographed two days before flying, the
female on the left and the male on the right. The markings on their
under parts indicate the sexes, the streaked bird being the female and the
dotted one the male.

It was interesting to note the difference in disposition between the two
birds as their feathers rapidly developed. The female was much wilder
from the start, and squealed loudly when approached. The male was
very docile and would have made a delightful pet, I am sure, but un-
fortunately he escaped about a fortnight after he had developed his flying
powers. 1 kept ihe female a few weeks longer and then released her.

The birds were marked with bands credited to Mr. George C. Deane
and two of them left the nest in Cambridge, Mass., in June; the other
two were released from my summer camp on Lake Asquam in New
Hampshire.—Jor~x B. May, M.D., Cohasset, Massachusetts, January 1927.

Interesting Returns.—As far as we know, a Tree Sparrow banded by
Mr. R. E. Horsey, of Rochester, New York, in January, 1923, and one
banded by Mrs. Mary E. F. Hubbard of New Haven, Connec tic ut, and
recovered by Mrs. Cora M. Teot, also of New Haven, are the two oldest
birds of this species in the country, the birds being at least four and a half
years old. Mr. Horsey’s bird has been recaptured at his station four
consecutive winter seasons and accordingly is a returns¢the present 1926-27
season. Mrs. Teot's recovery was banded by Mrs. Hubbard February 24,
1923, and was recaptured for the first time on January 2, 1927,



Northeastern Bird- Banding Association 21

Dr. JohnB. May reports having found a Dovekie (Alle alle) on the road
in the town of Scituate, Massachusetts. on January 8, 1927. The bird had
~ apparently been blown inland by high northeast winds. On the following
day it was photographed in a rocky, sea-shore pool and banded, after
which it was liberated, probably the first bird of this species to be banded.

Dr. May has re('entl) taken a moving picture of Purple Sandpipers at
a distance of ten or twelve feet. It is planned to show these pictures at
the annual meeting of the Northeastern Bird Banding Association on
February second next.

White-throated Sparrow No. 37603.—A White-throated Sparrow,
banded November 11, 1923, returned in January, 1925, and again in
January, 1926. On account of the infrequency of return records of this
species in New England, I am glad to report that on January 9, 1927,
this same White-throat was again captured. making it a Retum3 now at
least four and a half years old.

A single banded White-throat has been about our station for over a
month, but it has been too trap-shy to be caught. It is probable that
the one taken to-day is this bird, No. 37603. In order to make sure of
its identification another year, 1 have placed a second band, a red enameled
one, on its left tarsus,—Karuerive C. HarpiNg, Cohasset, Mass., January
9, 1927.

A Cooper’s Hawk Recovery.—Dr. Edward Gould Rowland has re-
ceived word from the Bureau of Biological Survey that a Cooper's Hawk,
No. 368247, banded by him June 17, 1926, was killed in Jasper, Alaba,ma.
the same bemg reported on October 6, 1926.

The following letter to Dr. Rowland by Mr. Bill Brakefield, who killed
the bird, is printed as written:

*‘JasPER, AraA,, Oct. 22, 1926.
Dr. E. G. RowrLaNp
Belchertown, Mass.
My Dear Sor
I killed Hawk on Oct 3 It was after my guinea you say
~you call them Cooper Hawks we call them down here Blue
tails they are the wort hawk we have to catch little guineas
and chickens
There is another one usury here but have not killed it yet dont
no wheather it has ban on or not just seen it after my guinea
Yours truly
Bill Brakefield
Jasper Ala R 3 Box 30"



